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Civil Liberty Advocates Decry Local Police Agencies’ 
Intensifying Reliance On AI-Based Data Analysis 

Hesperia’s Residents & Politicians Diverge With Regard To City Manager’s Competence

Gurpreet Singh

By Mark Gutglueck
Flooding in at vari-

ous locations throughout 
73.4-square mile Hes-
peria over the holidays, 

scores of the city’s resi-
dents say, has betrayed 
that the city’s infrastruc-
ture deficit, legacy of 
corruption and manage-
rial incompetence con-
tinues as a reality into 
the Third Millennium, 
71 years after the mod-
ern communities found-
ing, 37 years since its 
incorporation as a mu-
nicipality and three years 
following the city’s hir-
ing of a woman city of-
ficials said would be able 
to overcome the greed 

and neglect of the men 
who had been entrusted 
with running municipal 
operations previously. 

In contrast to the time 
of Rachel Molina’s ap-
pointment as city man-
ager when Mayor Brigit 
Bennington in her first 
go-round as mayor leapt 
to her defense when it 
was suggested Molina 
did not have the experi-
ence or mettle to han-
dle the challenges the 
county’s most physically 
problematic cities pres-

ents, Bridget  remained 
silent as resident after 
resident expressed anger, 
disappontment and frus-
tration with City Hall’ 
inability to provide its 
citizens with the most 
rudimentary of modern 
necessities and munici-
pal services. 

No city official was 
willing to contest what 
the city’s residents and 
others have been say-
ing for more than forty 
years: that the county 
local agency formation 

commission acted pre-
maturely and irresponsi-
bly in allowing Hesperia 
to incorporate as a city.

Hesperia is marred 
by what is, hands down 
among all 22 cities and 
two incorporated towns 
in San Bernardino Coun-
ty, the most intensive of 
infrastructure deficits. 
That deficit came into 
being with the transition 
from historical Hesperia 
to modern Hesperia in 
1954 and has never re-
lented, as the 

Reports are circulat-
ing that Atif Elkadi, the 
chief executive office at 
Ontario International 
Airport since 2022, will 
be leaving that post no 
later than March.

While the airport’s 
chief information officer, 
Charles Miwa, has de-
clined to clarify Elkadi’s 
status, one of its con-
tract public spokesmen, 
Steve Lambert, said that 
reports of Elkadi’s im-
minent departure was 
merely a manifestation 
of Elkadi being the tar-
get of a headhunting firm 
that was looking to fill a 
top managerial position 
at another major airport 
in Southern California 
during an positi  the  has 
The airport 

There are a multitude 
of indicators that Elkadi, 
who began at Ontario 
International in Novem-
ber 2017 as the facility’s 
deputy chief executive 
officer and stepped into 
the top spot at the air-
port four years and four 
months later, is on his 
way out as the top ad-
ministrator at the airport 
or has already departed.

Though the airport’s 
official website yet iden-
tifies Elkadi as the chief 
executive officer with 
the airport and the On-
tario International Air-
port Authority, early this 
week word emanating 
from the headquarters 
airport head-

Local law enforce-
ment agencies’ growing 
reliance on artificial in-
telligence-based data re-
duction and presentation 
programs is alarming 
civil liberties advocacy 
groups.

In recent weeks and 
months, the Redlands 
and Rialto police depart-
ments have renewed and 
intensified their existing 
contracts with Axon En-

terprise Inc. to replace 
and expand their body-
worn camera programs, 
digitized evidence stor-
age, logging, retrieval, 
sharing and management 
systems, add new digital 
evidence capabilities and 
outfit them with drone 
surveillance equipment 
and operational technol-
ogies and virtual reality 
applications.

At present, the Bar-

stow, Chino, Colton, 
Fontana, Montclair, On-
tario, Redlands, Rialto 
and, San Bernardino, 
Upland police depart-
ments have Chino con-
tracts with Axon as 
does the San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Both the San Ber-
nardino Sheriff’s De-
partment and the San 
B e r n a r d i n o 

A San Bernarino 
County law enforcement 
agency allowed two in-
ternational drug dealers 
who were utilizing a big 
rig semi-truck and their 
assumption of the roles 
of interstate truck driv-
ers as a cover for their 
operation to slip through 
their fingers, according 
to the United States De-
partment of Homeland 
Security. 

On January 3 at 

around 1:30 p.m., an In-
diana state trooper made 
a routine stop of a blue 

International semi that 
was headed from Joplin 
Missouri to Richmond, 
Indiaa for a standard De-
partment of Transporta-
tion compliance check 
on I-70 near the 41-mile 
marker in Putnam Coun-
ty. In the vehicle were 
two Indian nationals re-
siding in California, Jas-
veer Singh, 30 of Santa 
Clara, and  Gurpreet 
Singh, 25 of  Fresno. Ac-
cording to Indiana State 

Police, while the troop-
er was speaking with 
the driver, he detected 

“criminal indicators,” 
after which a police ca-
nine brought to the scene 
alerted to possible drugs 
inside. This was used as 
probable cause to search 
the truck.

Inside the sleeper 
berth, according to Indi-
ana State Police, troop-
ers found 309 pounds of 
cocaine.

On January 4, the 
U.S. Department of 
Homeland Secu-

A sophisticated car 
theft ring, apparently 
based in Los Angeles 
County, has been oper-
ating well across county 
lines into San Bernardi-
no County, stealing cars 
generally in the dead of 
night.

Targeted by the 
thieves are late model 
luxury cars and Toyota 
and Chevrolet trucks. 

The operations in-

volve what can be de-
scribed as a scout who 
seems to be spotting the 
vehicles to be taken and 
reconnoitering to deter-
mine that the circum-
stance for a quick hook-
up and getaway can be 
effectuated, whereafter 
a tow truck arrives to 
execute an efficient and 
speedy expropriation 
and instantaneous de-
parture.

The Stater Bros. Mar-
ket at 15757 Main Street, 
which opened more than 
45 years ago and is one 
of three Stater Bros. 
grocery stores all lo-
cated on Main Street in 
103,411 population Hes-
peria, will close later this 
month.

“This store will per-
manently close on Sun-
day, January 25, 2026. 
We apologize for the 

inconvenience,” accord-
ing to a sign outside the 
store, which is referred 
to as Store No. 97 by the 
San Bernardino-based 
company.

Hesperia was home to 
three Stater Bros. mar-
kets, all located on Main 
Street.

According to the 
company, now headed 
by CEO Greg McNiff 
and Executive Chairman 

Peter Van Helden, who 
was until last September 
the CEO, the lease on 
the 29,120 square feet of 
space where the store has 
been functioning con-
tinuously since 1980, is 
set to expire, and it does 
not make financial sense 
to continue to operate at 
that location and perpet-
uate the lease arrange-
ment when there is a 
56,586 square foot Stater 

Bros. Market at 16904 
Main Street, opened in 
2012,within the space 
of the abandoned Alb-
ertsons grocery store at 
16904 Main Street, and a 
19,732 square feet Stater 
Bros. Market at 14466 
Main Street.

The savings the cor-
poration will make in 
shuttering Store #97 will 
be devoted and the re-
sources there diverted, 

the corporation said, 
“towards initiatives and 
projects that provide 
greater long-term ben-
efits.”

According to the com-
pany, all 62 employees 
working at the 15757 
Main Street location 
are being offered con-
tinuing employment at 
other Stater Bros. stores, 
where they will retain 
their current 

Jasveer Singh

Atif Elkadi 
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one-time town that has 
now grown into a city 
of 103,411 has never 
been able to overcome 
a reflexive and prideful 
embrace of size, growth, 
self-importance and pol-
iticians ready to person-
ally advance and profit 
by assisting those fleec-
ing their constituents.  

On April 22, 1954, 
while he was yet serving 
as the vice-president and 
director of Standard Fed-
eral Savings and Loan 
Association of Los An-
geles, M. Penn Phillips 
consummated what was 
billed as the largest pri-
vate land sale in South-
ern California in 35 year 
when his corporation, 
the Omart Investment 
Company, purchased 
a 36-square mile tract 
seven miles south of 
Victorville, representing 
roughly 90 percent of the 
entire township of Hes-
peria, for $1.25 million 
from the Appleton Land 
and Water Company and 
the Lacey Estate, which 
had owned the land 
jointly since 1888. Phil-
lips, who during the Sec-
ond World War served 
as the executive vice-
chairman of the U.S. 
Treasury Department 
War Finance Committee 
for Southern California, 

signed, in his capacity as 
the president of Omart, 
the land transfer docu-
ments at Pioneer Title 
and Insurance Company 
in San Bernardino.

Phillips simultane-
ously announced his in-
tention to spend $8.25 
million through the Hes-
peria Land Company, a 
subsidiary of Omart In-
vestment Company, to 
prepare the property for 
development, indicat-
ing 1,000 acres of the 
property was to be al-
located to industrial de-
velopment, 8,000 acres 
for agriculture and that 
5,000 homes would be 
built along with a two-
and-one-half mile-long-
and-one-quarter-mile-
wide artificial lake, 
and a resort section. 
Involved with Phillips 
in the Hesperia venture 
were Jack Dempsey, the 
one-time heavyweight 
champion, as well as 
Charles Allen, vice-
president of E.F. Hutton 
and Company of New 
York City; Fresno-based 
attorney Milo E. Row-
ell, Nat Mendelsohn of 
Riverside; Philip J. Far-
rar of Fresno; along with 
Los Angeles investment 
brokers, Dan Christy 
and Henry Paul Willis. 
Within a week Phillips 
and Dempsey announce 
plans to renovate the 
Hesperia Hotel, which 
had been dormant since 
1926.

Phillips, born in Par-
sons Kansas on June 13, 
1887, was an intense and 

dynamic man who left 
his mark on the world 
as he founder of the M. 
Penn Phillips Company, 
and as a result of his op-
erations in the Western 
states from the 1920s 
through the 1970s. Start-
ing in the 1920s, he un-
dertook the development 
of Clear Lake High-
land in Lake County, 
and completed Frazier 
Mountain Park near Ba-
kersfield in 1924, and a 
development known as 
the Avocado Farms near 
Vista in 1926. He devel-
oped large tracts in the 
Las Vegas basin in 1927, 
the development of 5,800 
lots and 18,000 acres of 
land in the area around 
Coos Bay, Oregon be-
tween 1929 and 1933. 
He built, in associa-
tion with Dempsey the 
famed Hotel Del Pacifico 
in Ensenada Mexico in 
1931. From 1929 to 1932 
he bought and sold more 
than 60,000 acres of un-
developed land in the 
Colorado River basin.

Despite his accom-
plishments, he was also 
a charlatan who left crip-
pled communities, often 
ones of his own creation, 
in his wake as he went on 
to the next place where 
he would ply his schemes 
to intensify his wealth.  
In 1954, Phillips cre-
ated the Hesperia Land 
Development and Hes-
peria Sales Corporation, 
which worked to pro-
mote his concept of the 
U-Finish Home, mass-
produced housing units 

that were completely 
finished on the outside, 
leaving the buyer to 
complete the interior. 
He secured water rights 
to support the modern 
community of Hespe-
ria through the newly 
created Mojave Water 
Agency, of which he 
was a founding member. 
The formula Phillips ap-
plied in Hesperia was 
much like the one he used 
with his developments 
elsewhere: secure land, 
build homes on it, put in 
the minimal amount of 
public improvements to 
make the neighborhoods 
habitable, bring in a pop-
ulation that creates the 
basis for a community 
that includes momentum 
for establishing some 
form of a jurisdictional 
governmental agency, 
sell all of the parcels ac-
quired, take a profit and 
move on to the next de-
velopment elsewhere.

After he was gone, 
those communities 
would be as lacking 
in completed and ad-
equate infrastructure as 
U-Finish Homes were 
minus kitchen sinks 
or toilets or bathtubs.      
Phillips built roads for 
Hesperia that were of a 
decidedly low standard, 
consisting of a mixture 
of desert sand used as 
aggregate and bitumen 
to create a road that 
was no more than one-
and-a-half inches thick. 
The roads, when new, 
looked good, but under 
the withering sun and 

use, began to deterio-
rate within three to four 
years. The flash floods 
the desert is prone to 
further washed out these 
roads over the following 
decades, leaving many 
of Hesperia’s streets in 
poor condition, includ-
ing some that eventually 
returned to being noth-
ing more than dirt roads. 
Phillips was equally irre-
sponsible in the creation 
of the town’s water sys-
tem. Though he started 
with the tremendous ad-
vantage of Hesperia be-
ing blessed with a world-
class water supply, he 
squandered that asset in 
his headlong pursuit of a 
profit. Hesperia lies near 
the headwaters of the 
Mojave River, the water-
shed area north of the San 
Bernardino Mountains, a 
pristine and perpetually 
recharged water supply 
created by melting snow 
and overflowing rain-

water from the heights 
southeast of Hesperia. 
The water system Phil-
lips created for Hesperia 
consisted in large part of 
pipes cannibalized from 
a petroleum conveyance 
operation from depleted 
oil fields. Thus, the Hes-
peria Water Company, 
capturing water at the 
foot of the mountain be-
fore it rushed forward to 
become the Mojave Riv-
er and wend out into the 
desert, used substandard 
pipes, which compro-
mised the quality of the 
product provided to Hes-
peria for domestic use.

 In this way, Phillips 
created what would be-
come Hesperia’s initial 
infrastructure deficit. 
In the nearly sixty-five 
years since Phillips took 
his final leave of Hespe-
ria, the city has struggled 
to overcome its inferior 
infrastructure founda-

Police Department have 
contracts with Palantir 
Technologies, Inc.

Palantir Technologies 
and Axon Enterprise are 
both significant players 
in the technology sec-
tor in the realm of data 
analytics. The two com-
panies have products or 
services relating to the 
application of data pro-
cessing in the realm of 
public safety applica-
tions.

Shortly after Donald 
Trump became presi-
dent, federal officials ap-
proached Palantir, which 

had landed its first con-
tract with the U.S. Gov-
ernment in 2008 and 
had obtained over $1.8 
billion in governmental 
contracts over the next 
sixteen-and-a-half years, 
about creating a “master 
databank” for the U.S. 
government to be acces-
sible to a multitude of 
agencies, including the 
Department of Defense 
[since renamed the De-
partment of War], the 
Justice Department, the 
Department of Home-
land Security, the De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services, the In-
ternal Revenue Service, 
the Department of Im-
migration and Customs 
Enforcement. Amidst 
reports that Palantir was 
being commissioned to 
centralize and organize 
data relating to Ameri-

cans’ bank accounts, stu-
dent debt, medical histo-
ries, disability statuses.

Axon’s provision of 
bodyworn cameras to 
The Rialto Police De-
partment and the depart-
ment’s willingness to 
utilize them went a good 
distance toward estab-
lishing Axon as a leader 
in the  bodyworn camera 
industry.

Famously, beginning 
in 2013, Rialto was of-
fered the opportunity 
to participate in a pilot 
program involving Axon 
body cameras. When an 
analysis of the results of 
that program, in which 
it was demonstrated that 
there was an 88 percent 
decline in civilian com-
plaints and a 59 percent 
reduction in use of force 
by the 54 Rialto police 
officers wearing body 

cameras during the pilot 
program’s survey period,  
dozens, then scores, fol-
lowed by hundreds and 
now thousands of police 
departments around the 
country were sold on 
the concept of outfitting 
their officers with body-
worn cameras. This has  
has led to Axon being 
a very profitable com-
pany. While Axon stock 
was selling for $8.94 
a share on January 2, 
2013 and $15.88 a share 
on December 31, 2013, 
one share today goes for 
$612.98. While the cam-
eras are Axon’s leading 
product, it also offers 
software and service to 
augment the video those 
cameras provide to al-
low the footage to be 
put to use, primarily as 
evidence in a prosecu-
torial setting, as well as 

for internal departmen-
tal purposes, such as de-
partmental higher ups, 
uniformed command-
ers and administrators 
monitoring the perfor-
mance of the officers 
wearing those cameras. 
The company has thus 
evolved and/or expanded 
into divisions which pro-
vide data storage and re-
trieval capability, along 
with the capability of 
analyzing that data as 
well as cataloging it so 
it can be distinguished 
from the millions, in-
deed billions, of files ac-
cumulated on a continu-
ous basis. In 2018, Axon 
moved into the provision 
of drone aircraft to law 
enforcement agencies. In 
2019, Axon introduced 
its Axon Fleet 3 in-car 
video system, which fea-
tured automated license 

plate recognition capa-
bility. A sideline to the 
Fleet 3 and later license 
plate readers developed 
by the company was the 
data storage, analysis 
and retrieval system that 
made the information 
being accumulated by 
the cameras useful to the 
department’s in apply-
ing it to investigations 
and solving cases or 
apprehending suspects 
and getting convictions 
against them in a court 
of law.

What Axon was doing 
in this venue mirrored, 
approximated, over-
lapped and paralleled 
much of what Palantir 
was doing within the 
sphere of servicing its 
law enforcement and 
public safety agency cli-
ents.

Law Enforcement 
Agencies & Infor-
mation Technology 
Companies Have 
Formed Symbiotic 
Relationships  from 
front page 
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quarters located at 1923 
East Avion Avenue in 
Ontario was that he was 
on the brink of departing 
as chief executive officer, 
and that his leaving is to 
be finalized no later than 
March. There were fur-
ther unverified indica-
tions that he had already 
left.

On Wednesday, the 
Sentinel made extensive 
efforts to contact Elkadi 
at the airport headquar-
ters. It did not appear that 
he was present.

The Sentinel made 
multiple phone calls to 
what was formerly Elka-
di’s direct phone line at 
the airport, the office 
phone for the airport ad-
ministration and the air-
port authority office, all 
of which were routed to 
automated service desks 
or answering services for 
offices which were unre-
lated to the airport ad-

ministration or individu-
als who may or may not 
be directly involved with 
the airport. The Senti-
nel was unable to get 
through to either Elkadi 
or his secretary. Elkad’s 
unavailability has has 
fueled speculation that 
his official departure has 
taken place or is immi-
nent.

Elkadi has begun ap-
plying for management 
positions with other air-
ports. One of these was 
San Diego International 
Airport, where Kimberly 
Becker is due to leave as 

the chief executive two 
months on march 18. Fur-
ther information avail-
able to the Sentinel is that 
Elkadi was among six in-
dividuals with extensive 
airport administrative 
experience who applied 
for the top executive of-
ficer’s post at San Diego 
International Airport and 
was ranked sixth on the 
evaluation list of those 
competing for the job. 
The ultimate decision on 
which candidate is to be 
hired is to be determined 
on pending further inter-

If we really feared the crash, most of us would be 
unable to look at a car, let alone drive one. 

--writer J. G. Ballard, author of the novel Crash

By Phill Courtney
For many years my father was a general practitio-

ner attorney, doing some, yes, homicide cases (two), 
but also wills; probates; divorces; and personal injury 
lawsuits, one of which involved a woman whose sci-
atic nerve was hit by a needle injection from a poorly 
trained nurse, resulting in a leg paralysis and a sub-
stantial settlement. 

Another of my dad’s cases that was memorable for 
me came along during a short period when I worked 
for my dad (a mistake—but that’s another story) and 
involved a young woman who’d been the victim of 
disabling physical injuries including severe brain 
damage shortly before her wedding. She’d survived 
the auto accident, but her fiancé, who was driving, 
died when he lost control of the car, while her life was 
forever altered.

Occasionally, she’d shuffle into the office with her 
partially paralyzed left side in the company of her 
caregiving aunt in order to consult with my dad about 
the conservatorship he was handling for her family. 
Although she could grasp some of what was happen-
ing through the fog of her damaged brain, it was also 
heartbreaking to see what a single moment of inat-
tention behind the wheel had done to the life of one 
young woman who was looking forward to a happy 
life with her husband and perhaps a family. 

I’ve never forgotten her. But then my experience 
with her and that case is hardly unique, and I can say 
with a fair degree of confidence that basically no one 
in this country has gone through life without being ei-
ther injured in an auto accident themselves, or know-
ing someone who has, or also killed; a toll that in-
cludes members of my own family and a close friend. 

One of my younger brothers had his elbow badly 
mangled in a rollover auto accident in high school 
(yes—an old story: teenagers out for a joy ride), 
while my other brother (who’d actually lost a friend 
in another high school joyride accident) suffered from 
some lifelong back and neck trouble after he’s been 
broadsided at an intersection by a woman who’d run 
a red light. 

As for one of my best friends: he was almost killed 
while walking down a roadside when a man driving 
a van after, as they say: he’d had “a bit too much to 
drink,” had struck and thrown him some 150 feet, re-
sulting in broken bones; a lengthy hospital stay; and a 
lifelong limp. He was lucky to be alive, and although, 
like my dad’s client, he’d survived, his life was never 
the same after he became addicted to pain killers and 
eventually died of a drug overdose. 

Sadly, the stories are endless and all because of 
our car culture and our affection and even love for 
the auto, which has been going on now for well-over 
100 years. Of course, besides the many victims of 
accidents that we’ve personally known, the list also 
includes many famous people, including writers like 
Albert Camus (The Stranger) and Nathanial West 
(Day of the Locust), as well as some actors like James 
Dean (Rebel Without a Cause) and Jayne Mansfield 
(Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter?)

Hollywood trivia buffs may remember that Play-
boy playmate Mansfield (who’d made “Hollywood 

Phillosophically Speaking 

The Case
 Against Cars 

rity announced U.S. Im-
migration and Customs 
Enforcement on January 
4 lodged arrest detainers 
for both Jasveer Singh 
and Gurpreeet Singh, 
characterizing them as 
“two criminal illegal 
aliens from India.”  

Both Singhs were is-
sued commercial drivers 
licenses issued by the 
State of California.

According to the De-
partment of Homeland 
Security, “Jasveer Singh 

illegally entered the U.S. 
on March 21, 2017 near 
Otay Mesa, California. 
He was arrested on De-
cember 5, 2025 for re-
ceiving stolen property in 
San Bernardino, Califor-
nia. ICE lodged an arrest 
detainer. Due to Gover-
nor Newsom’s sanctuary 
polices, the detainer was 
not honored, and this 
criminal illegal alien was 
released back into Amer-
ican communities.”

Gurpreet Singh, ac-

cording to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity, “illegally entered the 
U.S. on March 11, 2023 
near Lukeville, Arizona 
and was released into the 
country under the Biden 
administration. Gurpreet 
Singh freely admitted to 
law enforcement that he 
was a citizen of India and 
illegally in the U.S.

Assistant Secretary 
of Homeland Security 
Tricia McLaughlin told 
the Sentinel, “Thanks to 
Gavin Newsom’s reck-
less policies, these two 
criminal illegal aliens 
were granted commer-

cial drivers licenses by 
the State of California 
and were arrested for 
trafficking a whopping 
300 pounds of cocaine 
inside a semi-truck. 
Gavin Newsom and his 
fellow sanctuary politi-
cians even refused to 
honor an arrest detainer 
on one of these criminal 
illegal aliens in Decem-
ber. Sanctuary policies 
put American lives at 
risk. ICE law enforce-
ment lodged arrest de-
tainers to ensure these 
drug traffickers are not 
allowed back into Amer-

Some of the thefts 
have been captured on 
video, but identifica-
tion of the car and truck 
used by the perpetra-
tors, quite possibly be-
cause their license plates 
were obscured or coated 
with some sort of reflec-
tive gloss that prevents 
them from being visible 
on camera, has not been 
made. 

The first such theft 
recognized as hav-
ing been perpetrated 
by the ring occurred in 
Adelanto in early No-
vember, when the white 
tow truck, which has 
no markings, made off 
with a Chevrolet Ca-
maro owned by Adrian 
Medina. Medina posted 
a video of the theft on 
social media. That video 
has since gone viral.

 On December 3, what 
is believed to be the white 
tow truck skulked into 
a Chino neighborhood. 
A CTS-5 owed by Jesse 

Roller was parked in his 
home’s driveway. Video 
shot from a neighbor’s 
security camera shows 
the tow truck backing 
up to the threshold of 
the driveway at around 6 
a.m. Without the driver 
of the tow truck exit-
ing the vehicle, a lift is 
mechanically inserted 
beneath the car’s chas-
sis between its two back 
wheels, which were then 
raised five to six inches 
off the ground. Another 
mechanism then hooked 
the axle or the framing 
beneath the transmis-

sion, and the tow truck 
pulled the car out of the 
driveway. The entire re-
moval was effectuated in 
18 seconds. 

Roller filed a police 
report on December 4. 
A week later, after the 
vehicle was spotted by 
license-plate scanners, 
the car, stripped of its in-
terior and multiple parts, 
was found in a Compton 
tow yard.

On December 31, at 
1:36 a.m., the white tow 
truck swooped into the 
residential neighborhood 
on White Ash Road in 

positions, seniority and 
pay scales.

Just as Stater Bros., 
which began as a small 
grocery store in Yucaipa 
operated by twin broth-
ers Cleo and Leo Stater 
in August 1936 after they 
purchased their original 
market fro W.A. Da-
vis before moving its 
headquarters and main 
warehouse to Colton and 
ultimately to San Ber-

nardino on the grounds 
of the now shuttered Nor-
ton Air Force Base, is a 
San Bernardino County 
mainstay, Hesperia has 
been a key element of the 
company’s progression 
to become the 59th larg-
est food retailer in the 
United States.

In September 1977, 
Stater Bros. opened its 
first Hesperia store near 
G Avenue. In 1980 it 

opened its second store, 
Store #97 at 15757 Main 
Street, the one being 
closed later this month. 
At that time, the indus-
try standard for grocery 
stores was different than 
it is now. Toward the 
middle and end of the 
first decade of the Third 
Millennium, major gro-
cery outlets, which Stater 
Bros. had become, were 
becoming far larger, fea-
turing ovens for bakeries 
and preparation of ready-
to-eat meals. In 2012, 
the company openedthe 

56,586-square foot Stater 
Bros. Market at 16904 
Main Street in keeping 
with the new standard. 
At present, Stater Bros. 
operates nearly 167 su-
permarkets in seven 
counties in California, 51 
of which are in San Ber-
nardino County, and has 
approximately 18,000 
employees with annual 
sales of over $4 billion. 
At the end of the month, 
the number of total stores 
will drop to 166, with 50 
in San Bernardino Coun-
ty.

Continued on Page 14
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ents To Developers     
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tion.
When Hesperia be-

came a city in 1988, it 
was poorly served by the 
incorporation commit-
tee that had succeeded 
in obtaining that mile-
stone. The incorporation 
committee, partially as a 
consequence of its mem-
bers’ lack of sophistica-
tion, shortsightedness 
and haste, failed to hold 
its own in hard-nosed 
bargaining with county 
representatives and other 
competing entities dur-
ing the process for arriv-
ing at the property tax 
allocation formula for 
local governmental enti-
ties in the Hesperia com-
munity, including the 
city, post incorporation. 
Previous to Hesperia’s 
incorporation, when the 
county directly provided 
many of the services to 
the community along 
with the previously ex-
isting Hesperia Recre-
ation and Park District, 
the Hesperia Fire Dis-
trict and the Hesperia 
Water District, that for-
mula was somewhat less 
arcane. Upon incorpora-
tion, city officials failed 
to broker a very favor-
able split of property 
taxes with the county. 
Like many of the cities 
that incorporated after 
the passage of Proposi-
tion 13, Hesperia was 
given a less-than-gen-
erous allotment of the 
diminishing property 
tax stream. This was a 
particularly harsh cir-
cumstance for Hespe-
ria, which at its roughly 
73 square miles, had 
over 473 miles of roads, 
many of them neglect-
ed and deteriorating. 
The city was allotted a 
mere 1.59 percent of the 
property tax revenue 
– $1.59 of every $100 
collected. That was the 
second smallest allot-
ment of any of the cities 
in the county at that time 
and it is now the paltri-
est property tax share of 
any of the county’s cur-
rent incorporated cities. 
At present, the county 

of San Bernardino keeps 
14.23 cents of every 
property tax dollar col-
lected in Hesperia. In-
deed, in Hesperia there 
is a fifteen-way split of 
property tax. The other 
thirteen beneficiaries 
of the property tax rolls 
are the Hesperia Unified 
School District, which 
is given 29.5 percent; 
another 21.41 percent 
goes to the Education 
Revenue Augmentation 
Fund, most of which 
comes back to the school 
district; the Hesperia 
Fire Protection District 
pulls in 15.3 percent, 
nearly ten times what the 
city receives; The Vic-
tor Valley Community 
College District claims 
6.4 percent; the Hespe-
ria Recreation and Park 
District is given 4.3 per-
cent. The county’s flood 
control district claims 
2.2 percent for opera-
tions and 0.09 percent 
for administration; the 
county library system 
takes 1.38 percent; the 
Hesperia Water District 
is provided 1.03 percent; 
Community Services 
Area 60, which lies at 
the city’s periphery, is 
entitled to 0.99 percent; 
the San Bernardino 
County Superintendent 
of Schools accroaches 
0.97 percent; the Mo-
jave Water Agency ab-
ducts 0.50%; and the 
Mojave Desert Resource 
Conservation Dis-
trict nabs 0.02 percent. 
Hesperia was not the 
only city in the county 
which formerly found 
itself shortchanged with 
regard to the division 
of property tax. Chino 
Hills, which incorpo-
rated in 1991; Apple 
Valley, which like Hes-
peria incorporated in 
1988; Highland, which 
incorporated in 1987; 
Victorville, which incor-
porated in 1962; Rancho 
Cucamonga, which in-
corporated in 1977; Fon-
tana, which incorporated 
in 1952; and Adelanto, 
which incorporated in 
1970, found themselves 
in similar circumstanc-
es, with Victorville at 
that time being allotted 
no return in property 
tax at all. In no case 
were any of those cities 
formerly experiencing 
more than a 5.2 percent 
return of property tax 
collected within their 

respective borders. In 
2003, the county agreed 
to allot all of those cities 
7 percent of the property 
tax on any land annexed 
into those cities after 
that point. Also, several 
of the cities, individually 
and collectively, pursued 
litigation and legisla-
tion sponsored by local 
state lawmakers aimed 
at upping those cities’ 
property tax revenue. 
Hesperia participated in 
those efforts. The first 
legislative effort in this 
regard, Assembly Bill 
1057, failed on the Sen-
ate floor in 1999. Sub-
sequently, then-Assem-
blyman Phil Wyman 
introduced Assembly 
Bill 1378, which was 
designed to give Hes-
peria a larger share of 
property taxes collected 
by the county, such that 
Hesperia at that time 
stood to be the recipi-
ent of $2 million more 
per year if Assembly 
Bill 1378 passed. But the 
San Bernardino County 
Board of Supervisors 
voted 3-2 to oppose AB 
1378 and a key mem-
ber of the board, former 
Assemblyman and then 
Chairman of the Board 
Fred Aguiar, lobbied in 
Sacramento against it. 
Wyman than dropped 
the legislative try, saying 
“I killed the bill because 
we’d rather do it togeth-
er at the local level.” 
Hesperia officials aban-
doned the legislative ap-
proach and pulled out of 
litigation the city was en-
gaged in as a co-plaintiff 
with other cities after as-
surances were provided 
that then-Hesperia May-
or Jim Lindley would 
be able to use his entrée 
with his then-political 
ally, then-supervisor 
Bill Postmus, to amica-
bly negotiate with the 
county an increase in 
Hesperia’s share of the 
property tax return. That 
came to naught, how-
ever, when there was a 
falling out between Post-
mus and Lindley, where-
upon Postmus ceased his 
intercession on behalf 
of the City of Progress. 
For Chino Hills, Rancho 
Cucamonga, and Fon-
tana, the litigative/legis-
lative approach succeed-
ed and by 2006, those 
cities saw an increase in 
their end of the formula 
for property tax splits. 

Victorville saw its share 
of property tax pass-
through upped from zero 
to 4.72 percent, with 6 
percent going to its fire 
district and 5 percent go-
ing to its park district. 
Apple Valley was grant-
ed 9.4 percent of the 
property taxes its resi-
dents pay, and another 9.2 
percent was handed over 
to the town’s fire district. 
The city of Rancho 
Cucamonga now gets 
5.11 percent and its 
fire district is provid-
ed with 12.48 percent. 
A deal was brokered 
with the city of Chino 
Hills such that it contin-
ues to get a 3.9 percent 
return on property tax 
paid for property that 
was previously within 
the city and ten percent 
of taxes from new devel-
opment. The city of Chi-
no Hills’ fire district also 
receives 15.15 percent of 
the property tax paid by 
Chino Hills residents. 
In Fontana, the city re-
ceives a 3.8 percent 
property tax return, 
while its fire depart-
ment is granted an 
18.55 percent return. 
The city of Highland 
is given 24.4 percent 
of the property tax col-
lected within city limits. 
Hesperia remains as 
the forlorn stepchild 
of the county when it 
comes to the distribu-
tion of property tax, 
receiving receives 1.75 
percent of the property 
tax the residents living 
within its city limits pay. 
The infrastructure defi-
cit Phillips saddled 
Hesperia with was com-
pounded by a series of 
decisions made by the 
fledgling city council 
shortly after the city was 
incorporated in 1988 and 
doubled down upon by 
the councils that suc-
ceeded the first. Looking 
southward at the upward-
ly mobile population of 
Rancho Cucamonga, a 
city which had incorpo-
rated a mere eleven years 
before in 1977, the newly 
formed city council, led 
by mayor Bruce Kitchen 
and council members 
George Beardsley, Mike 
Lampignano, Percy Bak-
ker and M. Val Shearer, 
lured Rancho Cucamon-
ga Deputy City Manager 
Robert Rizzo to town to 
serve as the city’s first 
city manager. Deluded 

into thinking that city-
hood would instantly 
transform their city into 
an economically dy-
namic hotbed of upscale 
development similar to 
Rancho Cucamonga, the 
city council empowered 
Rizzo to cut deals with 
developers to convince 
them to begin building 
aggressively and soon. 
Rizzo took the council’s 
somewhat naive instruc-
tions too literally, push-
ing his planning staff 
to approve projects as 
proposed by developers, 
entailing projects with 
sketchy or inadequate 
infrastructure, both in 
the immediate vicin-
ity of the neighborhoods 
which were springing up 
as well as throughout the 
city in general.

In some cases, Rizzo, 
to meet payroll, diverted 
bond money intended 
for the provision of in-
frastructure into the 
general fund, where it 
was eaten up by the day-
to-day expenses of run-
ning the city. In time, 
many of the landowners 
inveigled into the assess-
ment districts created to 
debt service those bonds 
lost those properties in 
tax foreclosures as the 
promised increases in 
the value of their prop-
erties failed to materi-
alize because the infra-
structure those bonds 
were supposed to pay 
for was never built. Cor-
respondingly, the sales 
tax producing commer-
cial development that 
was to accompany the 
improvements to those 
properties in question 
never materialized, de-
priving the city of reve-
nue that could have been 
converted into infra-
structure improvements. 
The centerpiece of Hes-
peria’s developmental 
fixation was the Ran-
cho Las Flores project, 
which was being pushed 
by the Dana Point-based 
ARC Las Flores Corpo-
ration and was originally 
projected to result in the 
construction of 9,100 res-
idential units in Summit 
Valley on 10,000 acres at 
the city’s extreme south 
end that consisted of 
the 490-acre Las Flores 
Ranch and several adja-
cent parcels, including 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment property obtained 
through a series of land 

swaps. Rizzo convinced 
Bakker, Beardsley, 
Shearer and Lampigna-
no and Kitchen that the 
project would generate 
economic development 
and create neighbor-
hoods to rival those in 
upscale Orange County. 
Within two years, the 
scope of the project grew 
and in 1990, the city ap-
proved the Rancho Las 
Flores specific plan, 
which called for devel-
opment of 15,540 hous-
ing units in eight phases. 
Rizzo, however, was ma-
nipulative and dishonest, 
exploiting the very city 
council members who 
hired him, enabled him 
and directed him to de-
velop the city at any cost. 
During the 1990 elec-
tion, he arranged with 
developmental interests 
to get scores of resi-
dents in Orange County 
to write $99 checks in 
blank and entrust them 
to him. He then distrib-
uted those checks to the 
candidates up for elec-
tion in the city council 
race that he deemed to 
be most accommodating 
of the pro-development 
agenda, including Percy 
Bakker, M. Val Shearer 
and planning commis-
sion member Donna Ro-
land. In this way, Rizzo 
was seeking to obtain 
leverage over those to 
whom he was answer-
able. No one on the 
council objected until 
press accounts in early 
1992 revealed what had 
occurred. Even then, the 
council sought to mini-
mize the transgression. 
But public outrage over 
the corruption of the elec-
toral and governmental 
process forced the coun-
cil’s hand and in April 
1992, Rizzo left the city. 
Some 18 years later, 
Rizzo’s corrupt manipu-
lations of the elected 
city officials who hired 
him came home to roost 
when a series of legal, fi-
nancial, managerial and 
governmental transgres-
sions he had engaged 
in as city manager with 
the City of Bell came to 
light and he was arrest-
ed, criminally charged, 
convicted and given a 
12-year sentence in state 
prison.

The Rancho Las 
Flores project never got 
off the drawing boards, 
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Palantir, however, 
was not oriented to sim-
ply serving law enforce-
ment or a combination of 
law enforcement and the 
military, but a whole host 
of both public sector and 
private sector custom-
ers that were not only 
involved in accumulat-
ing seemingly unlimited 
volumes of data but in 
need of storing the infor-
mation digitally and then 
being able to manage it 
and wield it by analyz-
ing the data and filtering 
from it something that is 
usable for in the context 
of whatever objective 
that entity – be it a gov-
ernment or government 
agency or large corpora-
tion or medium or small 
sized company – was 
pursuing.

Both Palantir and 
Axon over the years 
have developed several 
iterations – or genera-
tions – of data storage 
and data analytical pro-
grams, with each suc-
ceeding one growing 
more comprehensive and 
sophisticated, with ever 
greater capacities for en-
largement, merging and 
cross-referencing of da-
tabases.

One such highly 
evolved program from 
Palantir is its Gotham 
software platform de-
signed to integrate, man-
age, and analyze massive 
datasets for law enforce-
ment agencies and enable 
them to uncover hidden 
patterns and relation-
ships to make data-driv-
en decisions. Another 
Palantir program devel-
oped for specific law 
enforcement application 
is its Laser program in-
tended to make “predic-
tive policing” possible 
by identifying chronic 
offenders and hot spots 
through the compiling of 
gang databases.

Axon Enterprises 
most advanced program 
in this vein is its Axon’s 
Draft One which utilizes 
formulas, algorithms and 
artificial intelligence ap-
plied to data to link it 
all together and generate 
police reports.

Given that they are 
separate companies and 
to some degree are in 
competition with one 
another. Palantir and 
Axon do not directly 
share data. Neverthe-
less, bot are involved in 
with multiple law en-
forcement agencies. In 
some cases, those law 
enforcement agencies 
have an exclusive rela-
tionship with just one of 
the companies. In other 
cases, a law enforce-
ment agency may have a 
contract with both of the 
companies. In such cases 
where a law enforcement 
agency has a contractual 
arrangement with both 
companies, that agency 
at least with regard to 
some investigative mat-
ters and enforcement un-
dertakings stands to ben-
efit from integration of 
the data held by by both 
Palantir and Axon and 
the analysis of that data 
once it has been inte-
grated or merged. In this 
way, at least within the 
context of such specific 
law enforcement agen-
cies that contract with 
the two companies, the 
Palantir and Axon data-
bases have been merged.

Moreover, given the 
common protocol of co-
operation between po-
lice departments and law 
enforcement agencies in 
general – a principle re-
ferred to as agency-to-
agency privilege – the 
merging of the respective 
databases that are man-
aged by Palantir-pro-
vided or Axon-provided 
software or software 
provided by any supplier 
can and does take place.

Civil liberties advo-
cacy groups, which have 
weighed in with regard 
to the threats the inte-
gration of databases and 
the use of algorithms and 
artificial intelligence po-
lice departments in New 
York City, Chicago, New 
Orleans, San Francisco, 
San Jose, Oakland and 
Los Angeles to analyze 
the data and draw con-
clusions which are then 
presented as reliable 
probable cause to pro-

ceed to the next step in 
the investigative or le-
gal process represent to 
citizens’ constitutional 
rights, are now express-
ing similar concerns 
with regard to the way 
police departments and 
the sheriff’s department 
in San Bernardino Coun-
ty are similarly combin-
ing available datasets in 
a way that is comprehen-
sively invasive, such that 
not only are the everyday 
comings and goings of 
virtually everyone living 
in the county’s 22 cities, 
two incorporated towns 
and 87 unincorporated 
communities virtually 
instantaneously know-
able by working law en-
forcement officers, but, 
potentially, their bank-
ing records, credit card 
expenditures, medical 
records and associations, 
including those who are 
and are not involved in 
illegal or suspicious ac-
tivity.

While the U.S. Con-
stitution prohibits gov-
ernmental entities from 
eclipsing the rights of 
American citizens to 
obtain information per-
taining to them deemed 
private and confidential 
without agents of the 
government first obtain-
ing a warrant from a 
court to access that in-
formation, there is noth-
ing in the Constitution 
to prohibit the govern-
ment from monitoring or 
gathering information, 
images or sounds in pub-
lic spaces using photo-
graphic, videographic or 
other technical means 
or capturing in the open 
ether through which cell-
phone communications 
propagate radio signals. 
The government is not 
enjoined from purchas-
ing from entities in the 
private sector data those 
companies have accu-
mulated within a com-
mercial context from 
other companies or ser-
vice providers which are 
involved in providing 
both services and com-
modities to the public.

In response to articles 
that appeared in the New 
York Times last year de-
tailing the company’s 
construction of a “mas-
ter database” for surveil-
lance in service of the 
federal government dur-
ing the Trump Admin-
istration, Palantir char-
acterized reports that it 

was serving as a means 
for government offi-
cials to access citizens’ 
banking, medical, inter-
personal interactions, 
online communications, 
travel and telecom data 
as “fiction… blatantly 
untrue [and] reckless.” 
According to Palantir, 
in providing the gov-
ernment the means and 
technology to integrate 
a myriad of databases 
to be able to draw accu-
rate conclusions based 
upon multiple points of 
information and con-
texts is a service to the 
general public. Palantir 
said its algorithims pro-
tects rather than violates 
while remaining in com-
pliance with ensuring 
the company does not 
trample on civil liberties 
and adheres to all appli-
cable legal standards.

According to the fed-
eral government, its con-
tractual relationship with 
Palantir represents a sub-
stantial boon to U.S. citi-
zens and will expedite 
the speed with which 
they obtain any benefits 
they are eligible and ap-
ply for, simplifying their 
tax payments, improve 
the fair and judicious 
employment of the jus-
tice system against the 
innocent and guilty alike 
and lead to the uncover-
ing of waste, fraud and 
abuse in and of govern-
mental programs.

Critics, however, 
point out that Palantir’s 
first loyalty is to its bot-
tom line and stockhold-
ers, its second loyalty 
is to its customers and 
clients and any concerns 
beyond that are tertiary. 
Palantir’s paying cus-
tomers are purchasing 
services that the com-
pany can provide and it 
would be grossly naïve 
to believe that Palantir 
would withhold infor-
mation from a client that 
was paying hundreds of 
millions or tens of mil-
lion or even just millions 
of dollars to ensure that 
it has access to informa-
tion that Palantir has ac-
cess to.

The American Civil 
Liberties Union in 2024 
published a report out-
lining its organizational 
concerns with regard to 
the use of artificial intel-
ligence in the data selec-
tion and data reduction 
process that goes into 
the production of inte-

grating data and drafting 
police reports. Palan-
tir’s Laser program ren-
ders “data visualization 
documents” as well as 
“predictive alerts” and 
Axon’s Draft One pro-
gram uses ChatGPT to 
translate body camera 
recordings into initial 
report drafts. According 
to the American Civil 
Liberties Union, law en-
forcement agencies use 
these artificial intelli-
gence driven systems to 
engage in predictive po-
licing and deliver reports 
that are machine written 
rather than composed by 
officers.

According to the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union’s senior policy an-
alyst Jay Stanley, artifi-
cial intelligence systems 
are prone to unpredict-
able errors and biases, 
which can be compound-
ed by by poor-quality 
audio from body cam-
eras. According to the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, the use of artifi-
cial intelligence systems 
to bypass the time-con-
suming process of hav-
ing officers write their 
own reports deprives 
the justice process of the 
actual version of events 
that can be provided by 
those officers, including 
particular nuances that 
might escape the param-
eters of an algorithm. 
The American Civil Lib-
erties Union maintains 
that officers’ memories 
should be memorialized 
in a traditional report 
before those officers’ 
memories are influenced 
by artificial intelligence-
generated narratives.

The American Civil 
Liberties Union also ob-
jects to the opacity of the 
programming of artifi-
cial intelligence-driven 
integration, management 
and analyzation of data-
sets acquired by law en-
forcement agencies and 
the logic that leads to 
the conclusions relating 
to investigative direc-
tion and probable cause 
assertions or assump-
tions leading to warrant 
issuing or further inves-
tigative action, and how 
those investigative work-
ings can be scrutinized 
fairly with regard to con-
stitutional issues in legal 
proceedings subsequent 
to an arrest or in a civil 
action following the dis-
missal of criminal charg-

es following an arrest.
In addition, the 

American Civil Liber-
ties Union has privacy 
concerns, with questions 
about the handling and 
storage of sensitive po-
lice data used to form 
the basis of the artifi-
cial intelligence models 
used or to train officers 
in utilizing them. Be-
cause police reports rep-
resent a central element 
in criminal proceedings, 
often serving as the pri-
mary official account of 
incidents, the American 
Civil Liberties Union 
has expressed misgiv-
ings that artificial intelli-
gence-generated reports 
could omit important 
details or even provide 
cover for potential mis-
conduct not captured on 
camera in cases grow-
ing out of reports based 
primarily on bodyworn 
camera footage.

A number of prob-
lems have surfaced with 
regard to Palantir’s pro-
grams, at least a partial 
element of which relates 
to the high cost of the 
service Palantir offers. 
Because of the cost, at 
least some departments 
have purchased only 
what amounts to a “par-
tial” service, such that 
the departments “fill the 
gap” with non-Palantir 
backed conclusions or 
algorithms or the depart-
ments’ own makings, in 
which the case the reli-
ability of this hybrid is 
completely unknown 
and virtually unchart-
able.

The Los Angeles Po-
lice Department utilized 
Palantir’s Laser program 
for predictive polic-
ing, seeking to identify 
chronic offenders and 
crime hot spots. The de-
partment abandoned the 
program in 2019 due to 
civil rights concerns, 
criticism that the system 
was reinforcing racial 
bias, and questions about 
its effectiveness and 
oversight.

The New York Po-
lice Department utilized 
Palantir’s Gotham sys-
tem to integrate vast and 
separate databases such 
as arrests, tickets and so-
cial media postings into a 
searchable network, en-
abling complex analysis 
that led to legitimate ar-
rests and breakthroughs 
in solving some crimes, 

With The Breadth & Depth Of The Data 
Available To Law Enforcement Agencies 
& Their Ability To Cross Reference It, 
Analyze It And Freedom To Interpret Or 
Misinterpret As Is Seen Fit, Anyone Can 
Be Made A Suspect And Be Investigated, 
Charged And Convicted, Irreespective Of 
Guilt Or Innocence  from page 2
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though it remained ac-
tive, on paper, under 
succeeding city manag-
ers and the guidance of 
community development 
director Tom Harp and 
principal planner Dave 
Reno, suffering setbacks 
with the revelations of 
Rizzo’s illicit efforts to 
filter money from Or-
ange County develop-
ment interests into the 
campaign coffers of 
council member candi-
dates amenable to the 
aggressive development 
proposal that would have 
doubled the city’s popu-
lation. The project’s pros-
pects were damaged as 
well by other significant 
challenges that retarded 
its progression, such as 
the economic downturn 
of 1991 and 1992 and 
the listing of three spe-
cies that inhabited the 
property – the arroyo 
toad, the Least Bell’s 
Vireo and the willow fly-
catcher – as endangered. 
Even without Rizzo at 
the helm, the develop-
mental imperative that 
the city council em-
braced pervaded other 
project proposals and 
inescapably resulted in 
the city waiving require-
ments that those projects 
given approval entail the 
foundational framework 
and both on-site and 
off-site improvements 
such as roads, wastewa-
ter treatment capability, 
water and sewer lines 
and stormwater facili-
ties to handle the im-
pacts and consequences 
of that construction and 
the inhabitation of what 
was being built. When 
objections were made to 
allowing projects to pro-
ceed without the needed 
supporting improve-
ments to accommodate 
them, project proponents 
or members of the coun-
cil themselves would 
respond by saying that 
insisting on such require-
ments would impede 
progress and economic 
opportunity. Continued 
growth would generate 
prosperity and a larger 
local economy, which ul-

timately would lead to the 
enhancement of property 
values and commercial 
development, and thus 
future property tax and 
sales tax enhancements, 
the growth proponents 
insisted. Redressments 
of inadequate infrastruc-
ture could come later, 
they said. With that atti-
tude prevailing, the city’s 
infrastructure deficit 
continued to compound. 
Rizzo was replaced by 
D.J. Collins, who for 
years had been the gener-
al manager of the Hespe-
ria Water District. Under 
Collins, the water district 
in short order was sub-
sumed by the city. Col-
lins made little headway 
in dealing with the city’s 
infrastructure problems, 
and though he succeeded 
in diverting some of the 
money available from the 
city’s water operations 
to shore up the city’s in-
adequate road system, 
he and the council were 
strongly criticized for 
having broken a commit-
ment to strictly devote 
water revenues to main-
taining the city’s water 
system.

Collins’ administra-
tion was severely chal-
lenged by “the revolt of 
the Young Turks” in the 
fire department, which 
came about when many 
of the fire department’s 
personnel, most of whom 
were a generation to a 
generation-and-a-half 
younger than Collins, 
objected to the city over-
riding efforts by the fire 
marshal to strictly en-
force the state and mu-
nicipal fire code with 
regard to new develop-
ment as City Hall sought 
to liberalize regulations 
and encourage building. 
Collins would be suc-
ceeded by a succession 
of relatively short-lived 
city managers – David 
Berger, Steve Dukett, 
David Bentz and Steve 
West. Following West’s 
departure, the city coun-
cil temporarily elevated 
assistant city manager 
Rod Foster to the city 
manager’s position. In 
2000, Western Water 
made an overture to 
Hesperia with regard to 
purchasing the city’s mu-
nicipal water division. 
Making that pitch for 
Western Water was Robb 
Quincey. Quincey, who 
had a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in public admin-

istration and political sci-
ence from the University 
of Minnesota, a Master 
of Public Administra-
tion degree from the Uni-
versity of South Dakota 
and a doctorate in public 
administration with an 
emphasis in economics 
and organizational de-
velopment from the Uni-
versity of La Verne, left 
quite an impression on 
the city council, though 
they did not accede to his 
suggestion that they sell 
the city’s water system to 
Western Water. Never-
theless, in October 2000 
they offered Quincey a 
position as city manager. 
He accepted the offer. 
Titularly, Foster returned 
to his assistant city man-
ager’s post. Quincey, 
however, had no actual 
experience in managing 
a governmental orga-
nization. He proved no 
more effective in holding 
in check the developmen-
tal imperative embodied 
by the city’s political 
leadership than any of 
the previous city manag-
ers and, in actuality, em-
braced it in his effort to 
remain in good standing 
with the city council.

In terms of over-
seeing the day-to-day 
municipal operations, 
Quincey, the show horse, 
proved highly dependent 
upon Foster, the work-
horse, who in essence 
served as the de-facto 
city administrator dur-
ing Quincey’s more than 
four-year tenure as city 
manager in Hesperia. 
In March 2005, Upland 
Mayor John Pomierski 
succeeded in convincing 
Quincey to jump ship 
and take on the mana-
gerial duties in the City 
of Gracious Living. For 
twenty days after Quinc-
ey’s departure, Foster 
again served as interim 
city manager in Hespe-
ria. In Upland, where 
like in Hesperia his repu-
tation exceeded his skill 
level, Quincey soon rec-
ognized he was in over 
his head. He convinced 
Pomierski to hire Fos-
ter to serve as his assis-
tant city manager. Foster 
then followed Quincey 
to Upland. Over time in 
Upland, events would 
overtake Pomierski 
and Quincey, with both 
criminally charged and 
convicted of corruptions 
of the political process, 
based on graft, monetary 

diversions and conflicts 
of interest, with Upland 
reflecting what had oc-
curred in Hesperia, 
mainly the developmen-
tal imperative having 
been sustained by the de-
velopment community’s 
payment of bribes and 
political contributions 
to the elected decision-
makers who approved 
development proposal af-
ter development proposal 
without requiring that 
the project proponent ac-
company each succeed-
ing addition to the com-
munity with adequate 
infrastructure to keep 
up with the impact of the 
new growth let alone re-
place, refurbish or redo 
the crumbling or non-
existent infrastructure 
from previous rounds of 
overdevelopment. Be-
cause of Upland’s higher 
profile than Hesperia 
and the greater level 
of sophistication of its 
citizenry, Pomierski and 
Quincey were caught out 
in relatively short order 
and prosecuted, where-
as in Hesperia, simi-
lar depredations, while 
not entirely unnoticed, 
continued without be-
ing effectively checked, 
prevented or prosecuted. 
With Quincey’s depar-
ture to Upland in 2005, 
the city had an opportu-
nity to promote Foster, 
a committed munici-
pal managerial profes-
sional who was perhaps 
the most qualified and 
talented employee in 
that role the city ever 
had, but Quincey pre-
vailed upon his politi-
cal masters in Upland to 
offer Foster a contract 
to serve as his assis-
tant city manager there, 
and Foster departed. 
Hesperia turned to Mike 
Podegracz, who had 
served as Hesperia’s con-
tract engineer/director of 
public works before he 
was hired in 1999 out-
right as the director of 
development services. 
Podegracz would remain 
in the city manager’s post 
for just over a decade, 
making him the city’s 
longest serving city man-
ager. Despite the adher-
ence of a majority of the 
city council to the devel-
opment imperative, there 
was hope that under Po-
degracz, an engineer by 
training and profession, 
the city would adopt 
some semblance of a 

policy by which the new 
growth would be bal-
anced with sufficient in-
frastructure. That prom-
ise was lived up to only 
to the extent that through 
much of Podegracz’s ten-
ure as city manager – that 
is from late 2007 through 
2013, the local, state and 
national economies were 
dealing with what was at 
first a severe downturn 
followed by a sluggish-
ness of several years’ 
duration that sharply 
reduced development. 
The pro-growth forces 
that had driven Hespe-
ria’s population to in-
crease from 48,373 at 
the time of its incorpora-
tion in 1988 to 50,819 in 
1990 to 62,582 in 2000 to 
90,173 in 2010 to 100,200 
in 2020 had never abated, 
paralleled by Bill Hol-
land and Russ Blewett 
being elected to the city 
council in 2010 and Paul 
Russ being elected to the 
council in 2014.

In 2012, the council 
voted to reduce its de-
velopment impact fees 
as a ploy of encouraging 
further expansion and 
it extended those reduc-
tions in 2014. Also in 
2014, the Texas-based 
Terra Verde Group, led 
in California by its direc-
tor of development, John 
Ohanian, signaled its in-
tention to revive the Las 
Flores Ranch project, 
which had lain dormant 
for some two decades, 
after having acquired the 
10,000 acres near Sum-
mit Valley previously 
controlled by then-bank-
rupt ARC Las Flores 
for roughly $45 million. 
Podegracz’s term as city 
manager drew to a close 
in 2015 when he volun-
tarily retired. 

Rather than seek out 
a career municipal man-
agement professional to 
replace Podegracz, one 
who would take the in-
frastructure deficit bull 
by the horns and prevent 
any further development 
from taking place un-
less those undertaking 
it matched it with public 
improvements to miti-
gate the impacts of hav-
ing to accommodate tens 
of thousands more people 
living, driving and add-
ing to the discharge of 
effluent that development 
would ultimately entail, 
the city council, domi-
nated by the stridently 
pro-development Hol-

land, Blewett and Russ, 
opted to hire Nils Bent-
sen, who over the pre-
vious three-and-a-half 
years had been the com-
mander of the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s 
Department’s Hesperia 
Station – serving in the 
capacity of what was es-
sentially Hesperia’s chief 
of police, as the city has 
from its inception con-
tracted with the sher-
iff’s department for law 
enforcement services. 
Holland, who was then 
the mayor, had previous-
ly worked as a sheriff’s 
deputy and personally 
knew Bentsen. While 
for some, the challenges 
and extraordinary issues 
Hesperia faced as a city 
presented a strong rea-
son for relying upon a 
seasoned city manager 
steeped in the arenas of 
either financial organi-
zation, civil engineer-
ing, land use policy or 
urban planning, Holland, 
Blewett and Russ felt 
having a manager who 
would not obsessively fo-
cus on the barriers to fur-
ther development would 
better allow them to pur-
sue the economic growth 
in the city that those who 
had bankrolled putting 
them in office were look-
ing to achieve. In that 
way, Bentsen’s lack of 
expertise and experience 
in ensuring adequate 
roads, bridges, sewers, 
utilities, flood control 
and other infrastructure 
and public improve-
ments registered as an 
advantage rather than a 
disadvantage, a quality 
that recommended him 
insofar as the then-rul-
ing coalition on the city 
council was concerned. 
Once in place, Bentsen 
proved himself to be in 
line with the council’s ex-
pectations, an accommo-
dationist rather than an 
obstructionist. Moreover, 
he was willing to install 
into a key position relat-
ing to Hesperia’s wel-
coming of the building 
industry – that of devel-
opment services director 
– not a traditional mu-
nicipal professional com-
mitted to the standards 
of best practices and land 
use standards but rather 
someone not unlike him-
self, a law enforcement 
professional who had 
no formal training with 
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views by members of the 
San Diego International 
Airport Authority Board 
of Directors of candi-
dates deemed suitable 
and salary negotiations, 
the Sentinel was told. 
The board of directors 
has opted to limit those 
follow-up interviews and 
salary discussions to the 
top three-ranked appli-
cants, meaning Elkadi is 
no longer in the rrunning 
for the job.

In Ontario, there have 
been varying accounts 
as to whether Elkadi has 
acted openly or surrep-
titiously in attempting 
to make the jump from 
Ontario International 
to wherever it is he is to 
land next.

One version, which 
in much of its aspect is 
virtually indistinguish-
able from promotional 
materials put out by the 
airport is that he is doing 
so with the full knowl-
edge of the five members 
of the Ontario Interna-
tional Airport Authority 
Board – Board President 
Alan Wapner, who is also 
a member of the Ontario 
City Council; Wapner’s 
council colleague, On-
tario City Councilman 
Jim Bowman; San Ber-
nardino County Fourth 
District Supervisor Curt 
Hagman; Ron Loveridge, 
who was formerly mayor 
of Riverside; and Judith 
Gouw, the former presi-
dent and chief operat-
ing officer of East West 
Bank.

By this version of 
events, Elkadi is a top-
drawer airport manager 
who can essentially write 
his own ticket, such that 
he is long past due to 
move upwards. It is as-
sumed by some of those 
working with him that 
after he moves on to a 
larger airport on the or-
der of San Diego Inter-
national Airport, San 
Francisco International 
Airport or Detroit Met-
ropolitan Airport, it is 
a virtual inevitability 
that he will close out his 
career overseeing one 
or the other among the 
world's largest and most 

heavily-utilized airports, 
such as King Fahd In-
ternational in Saudi Ara-
bia, Dulles International 
in Washington, D.C., 
Suvarnabhumi Interna-
tional in Thailand, Den-
ver International, Dubai 
International, Heathrow 
in London or New Delhi 
International in India. 
According to at least 
some of those affiliated 
with him at Ontario In-
ternational, everyone in 
Ontario recognizes what 
an extraordinary talent 
Elkadi is, and the mem-
bers of the airport au-
thority board recognize 
that having Mr. Elkadi as 
the airport's chief execu-
tive for nearly four years 
has been most fortuitous, 
and it is only natural that 
he is now progressing to-
ward a more prestigious 
assignment. Wapner, 
they say, understands 
that Ontario Internation-
al cannot possibly hope 
to keep Elkaldi much 
longer.

By contrast, there are 
reports that Elkadi has 
been attempting to keep 
his intention to leave un-
der wraps, such that the 
board was to not find out 
about his departure until 
he has secured another 
post comparable to On-
tario International chief 
executive officer. Ac-
cordingly, several indi-
viduals in the know say 
that Airport Board Presi-
dent Wapner's attitude 
with regard to Elkadi’s 
move is anything but pos-
itive. Those long familiar 
with the political rela-
tions among Ontario’s of-
ficeholders and the halls 
of governance say there 
is no way Elkadi would 
openly seek employment 
elsewhere because if he 
did, Wapner would per-
ceive any such move as a 
demonstration of disloy-
alty. According to them, 
the only saving grace for 
Elkadi that would pre-
vent Wapner from mov-
ing to terminate Elkadi 
consists of information 
Elkadi possesses with 
regard to backroom ma-
neuvering Wapner has 
engaged in which, if 
publicly revealed, would 
greatly complicate Wap-
ner’s public life and con-
tinuation as a politician. 
Wapner, after 31 years on 
the city council, has an-
nounced that he intends 
to run against Mayor 
Paul Leon in the upcom-

ing November election. 
Elkadi is privy, those 
currently and formerly 
involved in airport op-
erations say, with regard 
to specific actions taken 
by the board in which 
relevant information 
was withheld from the 
remaining members of 
the board prior to votes 
being taken. He also 
has knowledge, they 
said, about directions to 
airport staff relating to 
airport options meant 
to benefit individuals or 
companies with person-
al, political or financial 
ties to Wapner, having 
himself conveyed those 
directions as the airport 
CEO at Wapner’s behest. 

Elkaldi was able to 
land the chief execu-
tive officer positions, 
which is now provides 
him with a yearly sal-
ary of $402,495.91 and 
another $139,720 in per-
quisites and benefits for 
a total annual compen-
sation of $542,215.91 in 
essence because he was 
willing to subjugate the 
airport’s and airport au-
thority’s functions to 
assist in Wapner’s politi-
cal advancement, those 
close to the situation in 
the city and at the airport 
relate. Elkaldi in this 
way substituted political 
pliability within the en-
compassment of Ontario 
for mastering the devel-
opment of relationships 
with airlines.

While he has devel-
oped a virtual sixth sense 
with regard to recogniz-
ing what business opera-
tions articulate with and 
feed off the airport and 

whether those compa-
nies have checked in as 
supporters in Wapner’s 
electioneering efforts, 
Elkadi has cultivated 
very few relationships or 
lasting contacts among 
airline executives. In the 
nearly four years he has 
been in place as CEO, he 
has had only a handful of 
meetings with the CEO, 
presidents or vice presi-
dents of airlines, almost 
all of which took place in 
formalized or ceremonial 
settings involving dozens 
of others and none that 
involved one-on-one, 
two-on-one, two-on-two 
or similar small-scale 
meetings. In the handful 
of circumstances where 
intercession with the 
senior staff of airlines 
that fly into and out of 
Ontario International 
Airport with regard to 
some sudden, pressing or 
intractable problem that 
had cropped up, Elkadi 
did not know who to call 
and was entirely depen-
dent on others to initiate 
and handle any type of 
high-level intercessions, 
those who worked in the 
airport’s administrative 
office related. Knowl-
edgeable sources dis-
miss the suggestion that 
Elkadi is a devoted and 
fully-engaged aviation 
enthusiast who has nur-
tured relationships with 
industry heavyweights 
in a way that distinguish-
es the world’s top airport 
executives from those 
who are less committed. 
They say he is an affable 
marketer who is focused 
primarily on, and has ac-
cumulated skill at, pleas-

ing the powers that be.
More than 13 years 

has elapsed since the 
Ontario International 
Airport Authority was 
formed in anticipation 
of Ontario reassuming 
oversight of the airport 
from Los Angeles and its 
Department of Airports 
and the corporate entity 
it has for doing so, Los 
Angeles World Airports. 
Wapner, who has been 
the only president of the 
airport authority board 
during those 13 years, is 
now intent, in his run for 
mayor, to demonstrate 
that Ontario’s control 
of the airport has been 
a boon to the commu-
nity. While Elkadi had 
value to him in assisting 
him in using the airport 
for enriching his cam-
paign donors, the time 
for the airport to have 
been transformed into an 
economic engine for the 
betterment of the com-
munity as a whole is past 
due. Part of Wapner’s 
success in his role as 
airport board president 
has been attributable to 
his ability to isolate and 
compartmentalize func-
tion and information 
pertaining to the airport. 
That has involved hiring 
promotional expertise 
and even promoting pro-
motional experts such as 
Elkadi into top executive 
positions to be able to 
propound his narrative 
with regard to the suc-
cess of the airport. This 
approach has also in-
volved keeping the pub-
lic and other members of 
airport board in the dark 
as to the actual goings-on 

at the airport. Wapner’s 
current run for mayor 
now means that promo-
tion of the airport and 
self-promotion will no 
longer suffice under the 
scrutiny of the intense 
campaign he must wage 
against an entrenched 
mayor who has been in 
office for two decades.

Representations of 
Elkadi’s managerial ex-
pertise as being any-
thing beyond ordinary 
are generated internally 
at the airport and air-
port authority and are 
overblown, the current 
and former airport em-
ployees say, noting that 
Elkadi’s initial function 
with Ontario Interna-
tional Airport and avia-
tion altogether was in 
marketing. Elkadi’s rise 
with the airport author-
ity was based primarily 
upon his readiness when 
he was moved into the 
position of assistant ex-
ecutive officer to ensure 
that airport operational 
and managerial deci-
sions favored a host of 
donors to Wapner’s po-
litical campaign, includ-
ing contracts for goods 
and services secured by 
those donors as a result 
of no-bid or sole-source 
arrangements.

Wapner, who is the 
most prolific fundraiser 
among San Bernardino 
County’s elected mu-
nicipal officials, having 
raised more than $3.3 
million throughout his 
time in office and count-
ing, finds any assistance 
Elkadi can lend him in 
terms of raising money 

Devore at the outskirts 
of San Bernardino, driv-
ing past a 2024 Toyota 
Tacoma owned by Bran-
don Hurtado. It too the 
tow truck eight seconds 
to deftly back into place 
behind the truck, and 
another four seconds to 
effectuate the connec-
tion and begin moving 
out. The movement of 
the truck resulted in the 
truck’s warning mecha-
nism to engage, with 
the headlights flashing 
and the horn blaring, 
but the thief just coolly 

continued on. Other vid-
eos from various homes 
around the neighborhood 
caught the spectacle of 
the Tacoma, protesting 
loudly with the inter-
mittent horn blasts and 
flashing headlights as it 
was being driven back-
wards, but the theft was 
completed without the 
perpetrator being caught.

Two similar thefts 
occurred in Rancho Cu-
camonga within day of 
one another. In one case, 
the vehicle was found 
stripped in Hesperia. 

In some cases, it ap-
pears that the thief or 
thieves to access the in-
side of the stolen cars 
had to break a window. 
In others the windows 

remained intact. In all 
known cases, trackers on 
the vehicles, when they 
were present, were dis-
enabled.

There are reports, per-
haps speculative and per-
haps supported by fact, 
of some of the vehicles 
going to Victorville. 
Further speculation, i.e., 
statements made without 
any marshaling of specif-
ic information. Is that the 
ring is based somewhere 
in Los Angeles County 
and that some of the cars 
have been worked on in 
chop shops, been sent 
overseas or were driven 
to Mexico.

There were two well 
documented cases in-
volving the tow truck in 

Carson. The omnipres-
ence of security cameras 
in one specific neigh-
borhood there showed 
a black car first coming 
into the area as if its driv-
er or passengers are re-
connoitering. The black 
car stops and parks and 
stays in place for about 
90 seconds, proximate 
to the car or truck that is 
being towed. This is fol-
lowed by the white tow 
truck arriving. Once the 
truck makes the hook up, 
the black car leaves. 

In some cases, the sto-
len vehicles were parked 
on the street. In other 
cases, they were in the 
driveways of their own-
ers. 

Key To Elkadi’s 
Rise To The Airport 
CEO Post Was To 
Ensure Wapner’s 
Donors Are Taken 
Care Of   from page 3

Bold & Quick Nigh-
time Vehicle Thefts 
Plague Southland    
from page 3
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regard to municipal or 
governmentally-imposed 
building standards, Mi-
chael Blay, a former ser-
geant with the sheriff’s 
department with whom 
he had once served. 
An object demonstration 
of the pro-growth ori-
entation of the Bentsen 
administration was made 
on January 26, 2016, not 
even a month after he had 
assumed the city manag-
er’s post, with staff’s pre-
sentation of the Tapestry 
development proposal, 
the follow-on to the unre-
alized Las Flores Ranch 
Development.

Terra Verde Group, it 
turned out, never intend-
ed to build the homes but 
merely obtain the entitle-
ment to build, intending 
to have the actual con-
struction handled by es-
tablished home builders 
in the region. Issues with 
the availability of water, 
which always existed 
but were never cogently 
addressed, became an 
existential threat to the 
undertaking, entailing 
delay upon delay for 
more than four years. 
What eventually became 
clear was there was nev-
er any intention that the 
proponent would pro-
vide the infrastructure a 
15,663-home planned de-
velopment would need, 
and that the game plan 
that had existed for the 
Las Flores Ranch prop-
erty and the surround-
ing acreage since Rizzo 
had been city manager 
had never changed: the 
developers who stood to 
profit by the conversion 
of the land would ma-
nipulate the pro-growth 
politicians they had 
bankrolled into office to 
force the city’s staff to 
machinate having infra-
structure costs for the 
project defrayed through 
a combination of public 
financing and homebuyer 
fees that are to be applied 
to the Tapestry neighbor-
hood homes, with each 
homeowner who buys 
into the subdivision tak-
ing take on the respon-

sibility, on top of his/
her annual mortgage and 
normal property taxes, a 
yearly $4,000 to $5,000 
Mello-Roos assessment. 

After a relatively short 
duration as Hesperia’s 
development services 
director, particularly 
one who had no previ-
ous experience in mu-
nicipal management or 
the issues pertaining to 
urban planning and de-
velopment, Blay was 
promoted by Bentsen to 
assistant city manager. 
Having spent the their 
twenties, thirties and 
much or all of their for-
ties patrolling streets and 
fighting crime, collaring 
armed and strongarmed 
robbers and drug deal-
ers, Bentsen and Blay 
knew frightfully little 
about land use, regional 
planning, urbanism, zon-
ing or what constituted 
adequate infrastructure. 
Nor did either have the 
skill set to redress or 
undo three generations 
of compounding infra-
structure inadequacies. 
Instead, they defaulted to 
meeting the expectations 
of their political masters 
on the city council, who 
were demanding that the 
developmental impera-
tive continue. 

In 2021, Blay left Hes-
peria following a fall-
ing out with Bentsen 
and surfaced later that 
year as the Upland City 
Manager. In 2023, Bent-
sen, having accumulated 
more than 38 years across 
two of California’s public 
retirement systems and 
thereby qualifying for 
what was a pension at 
more than 100 percent of 
what his salary had been 
as a sheriff’s captain, re-
tired. 

Selected to replace 
him was Rachel Molina,  
whose experience with 
city consisted of serv-
ing as the Podegracz’s 
senior office assistant in 
Podegracz’s office from 
2007 to 2009, as public 
information officer from 
2009 to 2016, assistant 
to the city manager from 
2016 to 2020, deputy city 
manager from 2020 to 
2021 and assistant city 
manager in 2021. 

There were misgiv-
ings galore about Mo-
lina’s ability to take on 
the position. While she 
has a bachelor’s degree 
in organizational lead-

ership from Chapman 
University and a master’s 
degree in public admin-
istration from California 
Baptist University, her 
background as a munici-
pal employee consisted 
of what was essentially 
clerical work in the city 
manager’s office and 
serving as a public in-
formation officer before 
being moved into her 
deputy and assistant city 
manager assignments, a 
deviation from the tra-
ditional route into city 
management or senior 
administration, which 
typically involves exten-
sive experience in mu-
nicipal finance, public 
works or land use/plan-
ning. More concerning 
about Molina was the 
situation she was taking 
on with the city’s over-
whelming dearth of in-
frastructure. 

An overwhelming is-
sue in this regard is the 
Santa Fe railroad track’s 
bifurcation of the city.

In the 1880s, the Cali-
fornia Southern Rail-
road, a subsidiary of the 
Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railway, under-
took the construction of 
the rail system between 
Barstow and Colton, en-
trusting oversight of that 
effort to civil engineer 
Jacob Nash Victor. Vic-
tor laid that line through 
what is today Hesperia, 
in so doing creating the 
community. The town-
ship of Hesperia grew 
up around the rail line, 
rather than to one side 
of it, and in the fullness 
of time, that rail line be-
came a division in the 
city, a very real physi-
cal barrier. With a slight 
degree of curvature and 
variance mostly at the 
north end, the rail line 
runs essentially on a 
straight line through the 
city south-south-south-
west moving south or 
north-north-northwest 
moving north, such that 
it divides the city east 
from west. The railroad 
tracks can be forded only 
at Bear Valley Road on 
the city’s extreme north 
end, by means of the 
Myra McGinnis Bridge 
on Main Street in the 
central part of the city 
and the Ranchero Road 
Underpass at the city’s 
south end. Santa Fe Av-
enue West and Santa Fe 
Avenue East closely par-

allel the rail line through 
much of the city. The 
east-west streets Sequoia, 
Pitache, Capri, Don-
ert, Manzanita, Trinity, 
Sycamore, Alder, Birch, 
Catalpa, Hackberry, Eu-
calyptus, Lilac, Deodar, 
Mesa, Lemon, Mauna 
Loa, Mojave, Hercules, 
Willow, Vine, Live Oak, 
Pine, Cajon, Chestnut, 
Smoke Tree, Spruce, Ju-
niper and Yucca, all of 
which lie between Bear 
Valley Road and Main 
Street, are divided east 
from west by the railroad 
track corridor. Walnut, 
Orange, Olive, Sultana, 
Muscatel, Lime, Palm, 
Elm, Joshua, Sage, Cac-
tus, Allthorn, Mesquite, 
Bodart, Ash, Mission, 
Fremontia, Fir, Adelia, 
Larch and Rodeo streets 
and El Centro Road lying 
between Main Street and 
Ranchero Road are all 
prevented from meeting 
one another east and west 
of the railroad tracks. In 
this way, Hesperia is a 
city that is largely divid-
ed from itself, such that 
going from the east of the 
city to the west or vice 
versa often entails a com-
muting rigamarole and 
delay. Overcoming this 
problem is expensive, 
as the most recent fix to 
the dilemma, consist-
ing of the Ranchero Un-
derpass completed and 
opened in 2013, cost $27 
million in 2006 dollars. 
Thus, the entity that 
might be credited with 
being most responsible 
for creating Hesperia – 
the Santa Fe Railroad 
– is equally responsible 
for saddling Hesperia 
with an intractable prob-
lem, a physical and geo-
graphical division that it 
has yet, despite the best 
minds available to it dur-
ing its prehistory and its 
35 years as a city, been 
unable to solve. While 
certainly this is not a 
problem of Molina’s cre-
ation nor one which can 
be laid at her feet, she 
is at this stage the one 
individual personally 
responsible for seeking 
a solution. As it stands, 
the railroad is not ame-
nable to allowing grade 
crossings at any of the 51 
prospective spots where 
traffic might move from 
the east side of the city 
to the west or vice-versa 
but cannot do so because 
of the obstruction, and 

Molina has not taken the 
initiative to begin that 
dialogue.

A second serious issue 
is that only about 22 per-
cent of the development 
in the city is serviced by 
sewer facilities, leaving 
more than 77 percent of 
the city reliant upon sep-
tic systems. 

Hesperia, at present, 
has a total of 538 miles of 
roads, with 498 miles of 
paved roads and 40 miles 
of unpaved roads. Of 
those 498 miles of paved 
roads, 195 linear miles, 
give or take  – roughly 
39 percent – qualify as 
being in what is defined 
as good or fair condi-
tion by TRIP, a national 
transportation research 
nonprofit. That leaves 
303 miles of the city’s 
paved roads in “poor” 
condition. Of those 303 
miles of the city’s poorly 
paved roads, 138 miles 
of those roads are in 
such an abysmal state 
that they are said to do 
more damage to the cars 
that drive them and rep-
resent a greater hazard 
– primarily because of 
the substantial uneven-
ness of the roadway and 
the differential in trac-
tion – than they would 
if they were unpaved. In 
an untallied number of 
miles around the city, the 
foundation beneath the 
existing pavement is sub-
stantially eroded to the 
point that the pavement 
is prone to, or in more 
than passing danger of, 
giving way under the 
weight of standard pas-
senger vehicles.

Topping all of this is 
the quadruple whammy 
of the consideration that 
the entirety of the city 
lies within a flood plane 
complete with nightmar-
ish contours of the land’s 
natural drainage, the in-
adequacy of the munici-
pal storm drain system, 
exacerbated by the fail-
ure of the city to insist 
upon the elevation of all 
foundations to a rationale 
and prudent level above 
the flood plane level, 
taken together with the 
failure of the city post 
incorporation and the 
county pre-incorporation 
to insist upon barriers – 
something as simple as 
curbs – being erected be-
tween roadways and resi-
dential properties. 

What many of the 

city’s residents recog-
nized was that Molina, 
like virtually all of the 
men who served as city 
manager before her, 
lacked the strength of 
character and force of 
will to 1) stand up to 
the monetary, business 
and developmental in-
terests who were intent 
on achieving a profit by 
furthering the city’s in-
frastructure deficit and 
2) the ability to husband 
the city’s existing lim-
ited financial resources 
and/or enhance its rev-
enues and direct them 
into an efficient and ef-
fective effort to redress 
the infrastructure deficit. 
Those residents were un-
able to prevent the city 
council from extending a 
$240,000  per year salary, 
$64,308.50 per year per-
quisites and $127,129.86 
benefits contract to Mo-
lina, which provided her 
with $431,438.36 in total 
annual compensation 
contract to Molina.

Over the course of two 
years, events bore out the 
Hesperia residents who 
had misgivings about 
Molina. Development 
in Hesperia continued 
apace, particularly in the 
city’s southeasternmost 
quadrant, where the Tap-
estry project’s first phase 
has progressed toward 
completion and further 
phases have begun con-
struction without crucial 
infrastructure in place 
and no clear understand-
ing or contractual clarity 
on which entity is to con-
struct it and how it is to 
be financed.

During the just con-
cluded holiday season, 
thousands of Hesperians 
were given ample illus-
tration that what many 
of their fellow and sister 
residents already recog-
nized as Molina’s dearth 
of both fortitude and 
clarity with regard to the 
need for communal facil-
ities is matched by sheer 
ineptitude and incompe-
tence.  

Going back to 2013, 
California was hit with a 
drought which persisted 
for more than 12 years. 
The parching condi-
tions were alleviated in 
December when heavy 
rains in general resulted 
in virtually every res-
ervoir in the state aside 
from those under repair 
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ORDER TO SHOW 

CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME

 CASE NUMBER 
CIVSB2534328

TO  ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: Petitioner 
MONICA E VAZQUEZ 
MADRIGAL GARCIA 
filed with this court for a 
decree changing names as 
follows:

 MONICA ELIZA-
BETH VAZQUEZ MAD-
RIGAL GARCIA to    
MONICA ELIZABETH  
MADRIGAL GARCIA

 THE COURT ORDERS 
that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above 
must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter 
is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If 
no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing.

Notice of Hearing:
Date: January 21, 2026, 

Time: 09:00 AM, Department: 
S24

The address of the court is 
Superior Court of California, 
County of San Bernardino, 
San Bernardino District-Civil 
Division, 247 West Third 
Street, San Bernardino, CA 
92415, IT IS FURTHER OR-
DERED that a copy of this 
order be published in the SAN 
Bernardino County Sentinel 
in San Bernardino County 
California, once a week for 
four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing of the 
petition.

Dated: 12/10/2025
Judge of the Superior 

Court: Gilbert G. Ochoa
By Kristina Talley, Depu-

ty Court Clerk
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on  
December 19, & 26. 2025 and 
January 2 & 9, 2026..

Abandonment of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
FBN20250011291

The following entity doing 
business primarily in San Ber-
nardino County as

HARDFORD MAIN-
TENANCE GROUP  1547 
E MERION ST ONTARIO, 
CA 91761: ESTELA C ES-
TRADA is abandoning its 
fictitious business name.  The 
original FBN number was 
FBN20220008749. The origi-
nal date of filing was 9/21/2022

Business Mailing Ad-
dress:  1547 E MERION ST 
ONTARIO, CA 91761

The business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: Sep-
tember 15, 2022.

By signing, I declare that 
all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. A 
registrant who declares as true 
information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of 
a crime (B&P Code 179130). 
I am also aware that all in-
formation on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon 
filing.

/s/ ESTELA CAROLINA 
ESTRADA, Owner

Statement filed with the 
County Clerk of San Bernardi-
no on: 12/04/2025

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of the 
original statement on file in 
my office San Bernardino 
County Clerk By:/Deputy 
K7325

Notice-This fictitious 

name statement expires five 
years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious busi-
ness name statement must be 
filed before that time. The fil-
ing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in 
this state of a fictitious busi-
ness name in violation of the 
rights of another under fed-
eral, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Busi-
ness and Professions Code).

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on 
December 19 & 26, 2025 and 
January 2 & 9, 2026.

FBN20250011083
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Ber-
nardino County as

BALLERS CLUB BARBER-
SHOP  15791 SNOWY PEAK LN 
FONTANA, CA 92336: JOSE DE 
JESUS ROSAS BAUTISTA 15791 
SNOWY PEAK LN FONTANA, 
CA 92336  [and]  JOSE ROSAS 
VILLA   15791 SNOWY PEAK LN 
FONTANA, CA 92336

Business Mailing Address:  
15791 SNOWY PEAK LN FON-
TANA, CA 92336

The business is conducted by: 
A GENERAL PARTNERSHIP. 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all information 
on this statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing.

/s/ JOSE DE JESUS ROSAS 
BAUTISTA, General Partner

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
11/26/2025

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy F3010

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on December 
19 & 26, 2025 and January 2 & 9, 
2026.

FBN20250011845
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Ber-
nardino County as

CLEAN CUTTER TILLER 
BLADES [and]  CLEAN CUTTER   
169 S SIERRA WAY  SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA  92408:  CLEAN 
CUTTER FLAIL & TILLER 
BLADES CO.    169 S SIERRA 
WAY  SAN BERNARDINO, CA  
92408

Business Mailing Address:   
169 S SIERRA WAY  SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA  92408

The business is conducted 
by: A CORPORATION registered 
with the State of California under 
the number 6281817

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all information 
on this statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing.

/s/ JOSEPH P. VASQUEZ, 
President

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
12/19/2025

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy K9238

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 

of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on December 
19 & 26, 2025 and January 2 & 9, 
2026.

FBN20250010358
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Ber-
nardino County as

PROPERTIES OASIS 353 
PIONEER ROAD LAKE AR-
ROWHEAD, CA 92352: REGINA 
A. MUNOZ 

Business Mailing Address: 
11660 CHURCH STREET #367 
RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 
91730

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: February 27, 2025.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all information 
on this statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing.

/s/ REGINA A. MUNOZ, 
Owner

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
10/30/2025

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy K3379

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on December 
12, 19 & 26, 2025 and January 2, 
2026.

NOTICE OF PETI-
TION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: WILLIAM 
CLIFFORD BROOKS VI  

CASE NO. PRO-
VA2500943   

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent creditors, 
and persons who may other-
wise be interested in the will 
or estate, or both of WILLIAM 
CLIFFORD BROOKS VI: a 
petition for probate has been 
filed by MARCY BROOKS  
in the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia, County of SAN BER-
NARDINO.

THE PETITION FOR 
PROBATE requests that MAR-
CY BROOKS  be appointed 
as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the 
decedent.

THE PETITION requests 
that the decedent’s will and 
codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codi-
cils are available for examina-
tion in the file kept by the court.

THE PETITION requests 
authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to take 
many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before 
taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The independent 
administration authority will 
be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant 
the authority.

A hearing on the petition 
will be held January 15, 2026 at 
9:00 a.m. at

San Bernardino County 
Superior Court Fontana Dis-
trict

Department F2 - Fontana
17780 Arrow Boulevard
Fontana, CA 92335
IF YOU OBJECT to the 

granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or 
file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person or 
by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor 
of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the 
court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a gen-
eral personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mail-
ing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under Section 9052 
of the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes 
and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with an at-
torney knowledgeable in Cali-
fornia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special No-
tice (form DE-154) of the filing 
of an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition 
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.

Date:   12/2/2025
Alexis Radeleff, Deputy 

Court Clerk
MARCY BROOKS, In Pro 

Per
11025 KITTRIDGE ST  

UNIT 127
 NORTH HOLLYWOD, 

CA  91606
Phone (818) 913 9530
showbizteacher@gmail.

com 
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on 
December 26, 2025 and Janu-
ary 2 & 9, 2026.

ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME CASE

N U M B E R 
CIVSB2535421,

TO   ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: Petitioner: 
,Joshua Kinnick, filed 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as fol-
lows: Julianna Marie Land 
to Julianna Marie Kinnick,   
THE COURT ORDERS that 
all persons interested in this 
matter appear before this court 
at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Any 
person objecting to the name 
changes described above must 
file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the ob-
jection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled 
to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition without 
a hearing.

Notice of Hearing:
Date: 01/29/2026, Time: 

09:00 AM, Department: S23
The address of the court is 

Superior Court of California, 
County of San Bernardino, San 
Bernardino District-Civil Di-
vision, 247 West Third Street, 
San Bernardino, CA 92415, IT 
IS FURTHER ORDERED that 
a copy of this order be pub-
lished in the   SBCS  Ontario 
in San Bernardino County 
California, once a week for 
four successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing of the 
petition.

Dated: 12/18/2025

Judge of the Superior 
Court: Gilbert G. Ochoa

Published in the SBCS On-
tario on 12/26/2025, 1/2/2026, 
1/9/2026, 1/16/2026

SUMMONS – (CITACION 
JUDICIAL)

CASE NUMBER 
(NUMERO DEL CASO)  
CIVSB2509248

NOTICE TO
HECTOR MOTA MO-

RALES; and DOES 1-10, IN-
CLUSIVE.

(AVISO DEMANDADO):
YOU ARE BEING SUED 

BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDAN-

DO EL DEMANDANTE):
QUALITY ACCEP-

TANCE, LLC, a limited liabil-
ity company

NOTICE! You have been 
sued. The court may decide 
against you without your be-
ing heard unless you respond 
within 30 days. Read the infor-
mation below.

You have 30 CALENDAR 
DAYS after this summons is 
served on you to file a written 
response at this court and have 
a copy served on the plaintiff. 
A letter or phone call will not 
protect you. Your written re-
sponse must be in proper legal 
form if you want the court to 
hear your case. There may be 
a court form that you can use 
for your response. You can find 
these court forms and more 
information at the California 
Courts Online Self-Help Cen-
ter (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law li-
brary, or the courthouse near-
est you. If you cannot pay the 
filing fee, ask the court clerk 
for a fee waiver form. If you do 
not file your response on time, 
you may lose the case by de-
fault, and your wages, money, 
and property may be taken 
without further warning from 
the court.

There are other legal re-
quirements. You may want to 
call an attorney right away. If 
you do not know an attorney, 
you may want to call an at-
torney referral service. If you 
cannot afford an attorney, you 
may be eligible for free legal 
services from a nonprofit le-
gal services program. You can 
locate these nonprofit groups 
at the California Legal Ser-
vices Web site (www.lawhelp-
california.org), the California 
Courts Online Self-Help Cen-
ter (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), or by contacting your 
local court or county bar asso-
ciation. NOTE: The court has a 
statutory lien for waived fees 
and costs on any settlement or 
arbitration award of $10,000 
or more in a civil case. The 
court’s lien must be paid before 
the court will dismiss the case.

¡AVISO! Lo han deman-
dado. Si no responde dentro de 
30 dias, la corte puede decidir 
en su contra sin escuchar su 
version. Lea la informacion a 
continuacion

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CAL-
ENDARIO después de que 
le entreguen esta citación y 
papeles legales para presentar 
una repuesta por escrito en esta 
corte y hacer que se entreque 
una copia al demandante. Una 
carta o una llamada telefonica 
no le protegen. Su respuesta 
por escrito tiene que estar on 
formato legal correcto si de-
sea que procesen su caso en 
la corte. Es posible que haya 
un formulano que usted puede 
usar para su respuesta. Puede 
encontrar estos formularios 
de la corte y mas información 
en el Centro de Ayuda de las 
Cortes de California (www.su-
corte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca 
de leyes de su condado o en la 
corte que le quede mas cerca. 
Si no puede pagar la cuota de 
presentación, pida si secretario 
de la corta que le de un formu-
lario de exencion de pago de 
cuotas. Si no presenta su respu-
esta a tiempo, puede perder el 

caso por incumplimiento y la 
corta le podrá quitar su sueldo, 
dinero y bienes sin mas adver-
tencia.

Hay otros requisitos lega-
les. Es recomendable que llame 
a un abogado inmediatamente. 
Si no conace a un abogado, pu-
ede llamar a un servicio de ref-
erencia a abogados. Si no peu-
de pagar a un a un abogado, es 
posible que cumpia con los req-
uisitos para obtener servicios 
legales gratu de un programa 
de servicios legales sin fines 
de lucro. Puede encontrar estos 
grupos sin fines de lucro en el 
sitio web de California Legal 
Services, (www.lawhelpcali-
fornia.org), en el Centro de 
Ayuda de las Cortes de Cali-
fornia, (www.sucorte.ca.gov), 
o poniendoso en contacto con 
la corte o el colegio de aboga-
dos locales. AVISO: Por ley, la 
corte tiene derecho a reclamar 
las cuotas y los costos exentos 
gravamen sobre cualquier re-
cuperación da $10,000 o mas 
de vaior recibida mediante un 
aceurdo o una concesión de 
arbitraje en un caso de derecho 
civil. Tiene que pagar el grava-
men de la corta antes de que la 
corta pueda desechar el caso.

The name and address of 
the court is: (El nombre y la 
direccion de la corte es):

Superior Court of Califor-
nia, County of San Bernardino

247 West Third Street, San 
Bernardino California 92415 
San Bernardino Justice Center

The name, address and 
telephone number of plaintiff’s 
attorney, or plaintiff without an 
attorney, is: (El nombre, la di-
reccion y el numero de telefono 
del abogado del demandante, 
o del demendante que no tiene 
abogado, es):

Keith Levey, Esq.  
SBN#262598

Law Offices of Keith Levey
23371 Mulholland Drive, 

PMB 392
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
(818) 812-4444
DATE (Fecha): 4/18/2025
Clerk (Secretario), by Eric 

Rowe, Deputy (Adjunto)
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on 
December 26, 2025 and Janu-
ary 2, 9 & 16, 2026. 

SUMMONS – (CITA-
CION JUDICIAL)

CASE NUMBER 
(NUMERO DEL CASO)  
CIVRS2503461

NOTICE TO
EDUARDO HER-

NANDEZ; and DOES 1 
THROUGH 50, INCLU-
SIVE.

(AVISO DEMANDA-
DO):

YOU ARE BEING 
SUED BY PLAINTIFF:

(LO ESTA DEMAN-
DANDO EL DEMAN-
DANTE):

GILBERTO AN-
DRADE

NOTICE! You have been 
sued. The court may decide 
against you without your be-
ing heard unless you respond 
within 30 days. Read the infor-
mation below.

You have 30 CALENDAR 
DAYS after this summons is 
served on you to file a written 
response at this court and have 
a copy served on the plaintiff. 
A letter or phone call will not 
protect you. Your written re-
sponse must be in proper legal 
form if you want the court to 
hear your case. There may be 
a court form that you can use 
for your response. You can find 
these court forms and more 
information at the California 
Courts Online Self-Help Cen-
ter (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law li-
brary, or the courthouse near-
est you. If you cannot pay the 
filing fee, ask the court clerk 
for a fee waiver form. If you do 

not file your response on time, 
you may lose the case by de-
fault, and your wages, money, 
and property may be taken 
without further warning from 
the court.

There are other legal re-
quirements. You may want to 
call an attorney right away. If 
you do not know an attorney, 
you may want to call an at-
torney referral service. If you 
cannot afford an attorney, you 
may be eligible for free legal 
services from a nonprofit le-
gal services program. You can 
locate these nonprofit groups 
at the California Legal Ser-
vices Web site (www.lawhelp-
california.org), the California 
Courts Online Self-Help Cen-
ter (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), or by contacting your 
local court or county bar asso-
ciation. NOTE: The court has a 
statutory lien for waived fees 
and costs on any settlement or 
arbitration award of $10,000 
or more in a civil case. The 
court’s lien must be paid before 
the court will dismiss the case.

¡AVISO! Lo han deman-
dado. Si no responde dentro de 
30 dias, la corte puede decidir 
en su contra sin escuchar su 
version. Lea la informacion a 
continuacion

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CAL-
ENDARIO después de que 
le entreguen esta citación y 
papeles legales para presentar 
una repuesta por escrito en esta 
corte y hacer que se entreque 
una copia al demandante. Una 
carta o una llamada telefonica 
no le protegen. Su respuesta 
por escrito tiene que estar on 
formato legal correcto si de-
sea que procesen su caso en 
la corte. Es posible que haya 
un formulano que usted puede 
usar para su respuesta. Puede 
encontrar estos formularios 
de la corte y mas información 
en el Centro de Ayuda de las 
Cortes de California (www.su-
corte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca 
de leyes de su condado o en la 
corte que le quede mas cerca. 
Si no puede pagar la cuota de 
presentación, pida si secretario 
de la corta que le de un formu-
lario de exencion de pago de 
cuotas. Si no presenta su respu-
esta a tiempo, puede perder el 
caso por incumplimiento y la 
corta le podrá quitar su sueldo, 
dinero y bienes sin mas adver-
tencia.

Hay otros requisitos lega-
les. Es recomendable que llame 
a un abogado inmediatamente. 
Si no conace a un abogado, pu-
ede llamar a un servicio de ref-
erencia a abogados. Si no peu-
de pagar a un a un abogado, es 
posible que cumpia con los req-
uisitos para obtener servicios 
legales gratu de un programa 
de servicios legales sin fines 
de lucro. Puede encontrar estos 
grupos sin fines de lucro en el 
sitio web de California Legal 
Services, (www.lawhelpcali-
fornia.org), en el Centro de 
Ayuda de las Cortes de Cali-
fornia, (www.sucorte.ca.gov), 
o poniendoso en contacto con 
la corte o el colegio de aboga-
dos locales. AVISO: Por ley, la 
corte tiene derecho a reclamar 
las cuotas y los costos exentos 
gravamen sobre cualquier re-
cuperación da $10,000 o mas 
de vaior recibida mediante un 
aceurdo o una concesión de 
arbitraje en un caso de derecho 
civil. Tiene que pagar el grava-
men de la corta antes de que la 
corta pueda desechar el caso.

The name and address of 
the court is: (El nombre y la 
direccion de la corte es):

San Bernardino County 
Superior Court

8303 Haven Avenue
Rancho Cucamonga, CA  

91730
The name, address and 

telephone number of plaintiff’s 
attorney, or plaintiff without an 
attorney, is: (El nombre, la di-
reccion y el numero de telefono 
del abogado del demandante, 
o del demendante que no tiene 
abogado, es):

Robert A. Piering, Esq.  
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SBN#166858
Piering Law Firm
775 University Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95825
T:  (916) 446-1944
F:  (916) 446-1222
DATE (Fecha): 5/22/2025
Clerk (Secretario), by Sa-

brina Jamison, Deputy (Ad-
junto)

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on 
December 26, 2025 and Janu-
ary 2, 9 & 16, 2026. 

FBN20250011864
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in Sacramento 
County as

NEXUS HORIZONS   3400 
COTTAGE WAY, STE G2 #16093   
SACRAMENTO, CA  95825:  
WEALTH HEALTH LLC  3400 
COTTAGE WAY, STE G2 #16093   
SACRAMENTO, CA  95825

Business Mailing Address:   
3400 COTTAGE WAY, STE G2 
#16093   SACRAMENTO, CA  
95825

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY  registered with the State of 
California. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: APRIL 25, 2023.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

/s/  WANYA CASILAN, CEO 
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
12/19/2025

I hereby certify that this copy is 
a correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
K9277

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on December 
26, 2025 and January 2, 9 & 16, 
2026.

FBN20250011947 
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Bernardi-
no County as

ENLIGHTENED LEARNING 
CENTER  [and]  ENLIGHTENED 
CHINESE CULTURE CLUB  
10722  ARROW RTE  610    RAN-
CHO CUCAMONGA, CA   91730:  
ENLIGHTENED LEGACY CEN-
TER LLC    10722  ARROW RTE  
610    RANCHO CUCAMONGA, 
CA   91730

Business Mailing Address:   
10722  ARROW RTE  610    RAN-
CHO CUCAMONGA, CA   91730

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY registered with the State 
of California under the number 
202566011815.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

/s/ YI HU, CEO    
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
12/23/2025 

I hereby certify that this copy is 
a correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
K4616 

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices
Published in the San Bernardi-

no County Sentinel on December 
26, 2025 and January 2, 9 & 16, 
2026. 

FBN20250011863
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Bernardi-
no County as

COSMOSCOPE     9431 HA-
VEN AVENUE SUITE 100  RAN-
CHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91730: 
DIEGO RAMIREZ [and]  CALON 
HIGGINS     

Business Mailing Address:     
10307 STRONG AVE  WHITTIER, 
CA 90601

The business is conducted by: 
A GENERAL PARTNERSHIP.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

/s/  DIEGO RAMIREZ, Part-
ner    

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
12/19/2025 

I hereby certify that this copy is 
a correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
K8168 

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on December 
26, 2025 and January 2, 9 & 16, 
2026. 

FBN20250011997
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Bernardi-
no County as

ONCE UPON A CAKE    6416   
EAGLE PEAK PL  RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA, CA 91737: MARIO A 
ARROYO     

Business Mailing Address:      
6416   EAGLE PEAK PL  RANCHO 
CUCAMONGA, CA 91737

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

/s/  MARIO A ARROYO, 
Owner    

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
12/26/2025 

I hereby certify that this copy is 
a correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
K7326 

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on December 
26, 2025 and January 2, 9 & 16, 
2026. 

 

FBN20250011967
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Bernardi-
no County as

JYNX DESIGN STUDIOS   
11250  RAMONA AVE  SPC 510  
MONTCLAIR, CA 91763:   MAN-
UEL A ARIAS     

Business Mailing Address:       
11250  RAMONA AVE  SPC 510  
MONTCLAIR, CA 91763

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: December 17, 2025

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

/s/  MANUEL A ARIAS    
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
12/26/2025 

I hereby certify that this copy is 
a correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
K4616 

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on December 
26, 2025 and January 2, 9 & 16, 
2026. 

FBN20250011907
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in Riverside 
County as

HB SOLUTIONS   1600 S 
SAN JACINTO  AVE  SPC#135  
SAN JACINTO, CA 92583:  HUGO 
GALVAN      

Business Mailing Address:        
1600 S SAN JACINTO  AVE  
SPC#135  SAN JACINTO, CA 
92583

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

/s/  HUGO GALVAN
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
12/22/2025 

I hereby certify that this copy is 
a correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
K8168 

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on December 
26, 2025 and January 2, 9 & 16, 
2026.

    
FBN 20250009924
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Bernardi-
no County as

I LUV THREADS  13980 
VALLEY VIEW LANE  CHINO 
HILLS, CA 91709: YVETTE H 
SCAMPERINO 

Business Mailing Address:  
13980 VALLEY VIEW LANE  
CHINO HILLS, 91709

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

/s/ YVETTE H SCAMPERI-
NO, Owner

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
10/17/2025

I hereby certify that this copy is 
a correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
K7326

Notice-This fictitious name 

statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on November 
7, 14, 21 & 28, 2025. Corrected on 
December 26, 2025 and January 2, 
9 & 16, 2026.

                            

FBN 20250011054     
The following person is do-
ing business as: MONTEREY 
MORTGAGE. 8608 UTICA 
AVE STE 220MM RANCHO 
CUCAMONGA, CA 91730;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS PO BOX 
7614 REDLANDS, CA 92373]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
CALIFORNIA HARD MONEY 
LENDER INC 8608 UTICA AVE 
STE 220MM RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA CA 91730 STATE 
OF INCORPORATION CA 
The business is conduct-
ed by: A CORPORATION.  
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ SUSAN E. FUEN-
TES, PRESIDENT 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: NOVEMBER 26, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the 
date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of it-
self authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel 12/05/2025, 
12/12/2025, 12/19/2025, 12/26/2025          
CNBB49202503MT 

NOTICE OF TRUST-
EE’S SALE  

APN: 0226-651-38-0-
000, 0581-201-21-0-000, 
0271-523-63-0-000

 T.S. No.: 2024-1860 
Order No. 2503078CAD

 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE YOU ARE IN DE-
FAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED 7/19/2023. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE AC-
TION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EX-
PLANATION OF THE NA-
TURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAW-
YER. A public auction sale to 
the highest bidder, payable at 
time of sale in lawful money 
of the United States, by a ca-
shier’s check drawn on a state 
or national bank, check drawn 
by a state or federal credit 
union, or a check drawn by a 
state or federal savings and 
loan association, or savings 
association, or savings bank 
specified in Section 5102 of the 
Financial Code and authorized 
to do business in this state; will 
be held by the duly appointed 
trustee as shown below, of all 
right, title, and interest con-
veyed to and now held by the 
trustee in the hereinafter de-
scribed property under and 
pursuant to a Deed of Trust de-
scribed below. The sale will be 
made, in an “as is” condition, 
but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the re-
maining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by the Deed 
of Trust, with interest and late 
charges thereon, as provided 
in the note(s), advances, under 
the terms of the Deed of Trust, 

interest thereon, fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee for 
the total amount (at the time 
of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably es-
timated to be set forth below. 
The amount may be greater 
on the day of sale. Trustor: 
BASEL HADDAD AND RA-
FAH MANSOUR HADDAD, 
HUSBAND AND WIFE AS 
JOINT TENANTS, AFFECTS 
PARCEL 1; BASEL HAD-
DAD, A MARRIED MAN 
AS HIS SOLE AND SEPA-
RATE PROPERTY AFFECTS 
PARCEL 2; BASEL HAD-
DAD, A MARRIED MAN 
AS HIS SOLE AND SEPA-
RATE PROPERTY,AFFECTS 
PARCEL 3 Duly Appointed 
Trustee: S.B.S. TRUST DEED 
NETWORK, A CALIFOR-
NIA CORPORATION Deed 
of Trust recorded 8/7/2023 as 
Instrument No. 2023-0193210 
in book XX, page XX of Of-
ficial Records in the office 
of the Recorder of San Ber-
nardino County, California, 
Date of Sale :1/26/2026 at 1:00 
PM Place of Sale: NEAR THE 
FRONT STEPS LEADING 
UP TO THE CITY OF CHINO 
CIVIC CENTER, 13220 CEN-
TRAL AVENUE, CHINO, 
CALIFORNIA 91710 Amount 
of unpaid balance and other 
reasonable estimated charges: 
$608,181.69 Street Address 
or other common designation 
of purported real property: 
9662 LANNING LANE, MO-
RONGO VALLEY, CA 92256 
AND 14101 VAI BROTH-
ERS DRIVE, RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA, CA 91739 AND 
3700 NORTH MOUNTAIN 
AVENUE UNIT 9C, SAN 
BERNARDINO, CA 92404 
A.P.N.: 0226-651-38-0-000, 
0581-201-21-0-000, 0271-523-
63-0-000 The undersigned 
Trustee disclaims any liability 
for any incorrectness of the 
street address or other com-
mon designation, if any, shown 
above. If no street address or 
other common designation is 
shown, directions to the loca-
tion of the property may be 
obtained by sending a written 
request to the trustee within 10 
days of the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice of Sale. 
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL 
BIDDERS: If you are consid-
ering bidding on this property 
lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a trustee auction. 
You will be bidding on a lien, 
not on the property itself. Plac-
ing the highest bid at a trustee 
auction does not automatically 
entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the 
lien being auctioned off may 
be a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bidder at the auction, 
you are or may be responsible 
for paying off all liens senior 
to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear 
title to the property. You are 
encouraged to investigate the 
existence, priority, and size of 
outstanding liens that may ex-
ist on this property by contact-
ing the county recorder’s office 
or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. 
If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the property. 
NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown 
on this notice of sale may be 
postponed one or more times 
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant 
to Section 2924g of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code. The law re-
quires that information about 
trustee sale postponements 
be made available to you and 
to the public, as a courtesy to 
those not present at the sale. If 
you wish to learn whether your 
sale date has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the resched-
uled time and date for the sale 
of this property, you may call 
FOR SALES INFORMA-
TION, PLEASE CALL (855) 
986-9342 or visit this internet 

web-site www.superiordefault.
com, using the file number as-
signed to this case 2024-1860. 
Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in 
time to the scheduled sale may 
not immediately be reflected in 
the telephone information or 
on the internet web-site. The 
best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend 
the scheduled sale. NOTICE 
TO TENANT: You may have a 
right to purchase this property 
after the trustee auction if con-
ducted after January l, 2021, 
pursuant to Section 2924m 
of the California Civil Code. 
If you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can purchase the 
property if you match the last 
and highest bid placed at the 
trustee auction. If you are an 
“eligible bidder,” you may be 
able to purchase the property if 
you exceed the last and high-
est bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps 
to exercising this right of pur-
chase. First, 48 hours after the 
date of the trustee sale, you can 
call FOR SALES INFORMA-
TION, PLEASE CALL (855) 
986-9342, or visit this internet 
website www.superiordefault.
com, using the file number as-
signed to this case 2024-1860 
to find the date on which the 
trustee’s sale was held, the 
amount of the last and high-
est bid, and the address of the 
trustee. Second, you must send 
a written notice of intent to 
place a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 15 
days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid, 
by remitting the funds and af-
fidavit described in Section 
2924m(c) of the Civil Code, 
so that the trustee receives it 
no more than 45 days after the 
trustee’s sale. If you think you 
may qualify as an “eligible ten-
ant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” 
you should consider contacting 
an attorney or appropriate real 
estate professional immediate-
ly for advice regarding this po-
tential right to purchase. Date: 
12/16/2025 S.B.S. TRUST 
DEED NETWORK, A CALI-
FORNIA CORPORATION. 
31194 La Baya Drive, Suite 
106, Westlake Village, Cali-
fornia, 91362 (818)991-4600. 
By: Rita Terzyan, Trustee Sale 
Officer. (TS# 2024-1860 SDI-
36029)

Published in the SBCS 
on 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026, 
01/16/2026

NOTICE OF PETI-
TION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: SUNANDA 

A. ABEYSEKERA
CASE NO. 

P R O V A 2 5 0 l 0 0 0   
To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the 
will or estate, or both of SU-
NANDA  A. 

ABEYSEKERA: a pe-
tition for probate has been 
filed by SAHAN ABEY-
SEKERA  in the Superior 
Court of California, County 
of SAN BERNARDINO. 
THE PETITION for Probate 
requests that SAHAN ABEY-
SEKERA  be appointed as per-
sonal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests 
authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to take 
many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before 
taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority 
will be granted unless an in-
terested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court 

should not grant the authority. 
A hearing on the petition will 
be held February 5, 2026 at 
9:00 a.m. at

San Bernardino County 
Superior Court Fontana Dis-
trict

Department F1 - Fontana
17780 Arrow Boulevard
Fontana, CA 92335 

IF YOU OBJECT to the 
granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or 
file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. 
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR 
or a contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by 
the court within the later of 
either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or 
personal de-livery to you of a 
notice under Section 9052 of 
the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes 
and legal authority may af-
fect your rights as a credi-
tor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law. 
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you are a 
person interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition 
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk. 
Attorney for Sahan Abeysekera: 
Mathew Alden (Califor-
nia Bar Number 288429) 
255 North D Street Suite 200 
San Bernardino, CA 92401 
(909) 414-0797 
m r a l d e n 1 2 3 @ g m a i l . c o m 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on January 
2, 9 & 16, 2026. 

A tactic most people have 
never heard of is to file a UCC-
1 lien against your own as-
sets through an LLC that you 
control. On paper, it looks like 
your assets are already pledged 
as collateral. Creditors check 
records and see secured debts 
so that suddenly your wealth 
isn’t worth chasing. It’s a legal 
mirage the wealthy use to keep 
predators away. 

FBN20260000060
The following entity is do-

ing business primarily in San 
Bernardino County as

HELLO VISIONARY 
SERVICE   12686  N BEND 
CT  RANCHO CUCAMON-
GA, CA   91739:  PEI CHEN 
YEH   

Business Mailing Ad-
dress:     12686  N BEND CT  
RANCHO CUCAMONGA, 
CA   91739

The business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: Janu-
ary 5, 2026.

By signing, I declare that 
all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. A 
registrant who declares as true 
information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of 
a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all informa-
tion on this statement becomes 
Public Record upon filing.

/s/  PEI CHEN YEH,  
Owner 

Statement filed with the 
County Clerk of San Bernardi-
no on: 01/06/2025

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of the 
original statement on file in my 
office San Bernardino County 
Clerk By:/Deputy K7325

Notice-This fictitious 
name statement expires five 



Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices
years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed 
before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of anoth-
er under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et 
seq., Business and Professions 
Code).

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on 
January 9, 16, 23 & 30, 2026.

FBN20250011999
The following entity is do-

ing business primarily in San 
Bernardino County as

LOOMIS  1715  CAPRI 
AVENUE  MENTONE, CA  
92359: CHERYL M ROGERS   

Business Mailing Address:    
1715  CAPRI AVENUE  MEN-
TONE, CA  92359

The business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A.

By signing, I declare that 
all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. A 
registrant who declares as true 
information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of 
a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all informa-
tion on this statement becomes 
Public Record upon filing.

/s/  CHERYL M ROGERS 
Statement filed with the 

County Clerk of San Bernardi-
no on: 12/26/2025

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of the 
original statement on file in my 
office San Bernardino County 
Clerk By:/Deputy K8168

Notice-This fictitious 
name statement expires five 
years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed 
before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of anoth-
er under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et 
seq., Business and Professions 
Code).

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on 
January 9, 16, 23 & 30, 2026.

FBN20250011746
The following entity is do-

ing business primarily in San 
Bernardino County as

MILEY’S ANGEL HOME 
CARE   16510 GALA  AVE     
FONTANA, CA 92337: MI-
LEY’S ANGEL HOME CARE 
LLC   16510 GALA  AVE     
FONTANA, CA 92337 

Business Mailing Address:    
14649  DEER DR  FONTANA, 
CA  92336

The business is conducted 
by: A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY registered with 
the State of California. 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A.

By signing, I declare that 
all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. A 
registrant who declares as true 
information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of 
a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all informa-
tion on this statement becomes 
Public Record upon filing.

/s/  MILAGROS AZUALA 
Statement filed with the 

County Clerk of San Bernardi-
no on: 12/16/2025

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of the 
original statement on file in my 
office San Bernardino County 
Clerk By:/Deputy J1808

Notice-This fictitious 
name statement expires five 
years from the date it was 

filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed 
before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of anoth-
er under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et 
seq., Business and Professions 
Code).

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on 
January 9, 16, 23 & 30, 2026.

FBN 20250011396
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Bernardi-
no County as

GLOBAL INVESTMENTS   
[and]   GLOBAL WEALTH 
BUILDERS   [and]   COREWISE 
ACADEMY  [and]   CORNER-
STONE GROUP   [and]   ASPIR-
VION   [and]   AFFLUENTOPIA   
4195 CHINO HILLS PARKWAY, 
SUITE E-420   CHINO HILLS, 
CA 91709: GLOBAL TRANSFOR-
MATION INVESTMENTS, INC.   
4195 CHINO HILLS PARKWAY, 
SUITE E-420   CHINO HILLS, CA 
91709

Business Mailing Address:   
4195 CHINO HILLS PARKWAY, 
SUITE E-420   CHINO HILLS, CA 
91709

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION registered with 
the State of California 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

/s/ ALISHA CHEN, CEO
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
12/08/2025

I hereby certify that this copy is 
a correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
K4616

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on December 
12, 19 & 26, 2025 and January 2, 
2026.  Corrected on January 9, 16, 
23 & 30, 2026

XXXXXXXXXX

FBN 20250010315     
The following person is do-
ing business as: PSALMS COF-
FEE. 14025 IVY AVE FON-
TANA, CA 92335;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS 311 W CIVIC CENTER 
DR STE B SANTA ANA, CA 92701[; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
LESLYE J GAZCON MUNIZ; 
JAIR F ZAMORANO PAZOS  
The business is conducted 
by: A MARRIED COUPLE.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ LESLYE J GAZCON 
MUNIZ, OWNER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardi-
no on: OCTOBER 29, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 11/07/2025, 
11/14/2025, 11/21/2025, 11/28/2025          
CNBB45202501FA CORRECTION 
DATES 12/12/2025, 12/19/2025, 

12/26/2025, 01/02/2025

FBN 20250010258     
The following person is doing 
business as: ALEXI’SNACKS. 
1524 MARJORIE AVE CLARE-
MONT, CA 91711;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS 1524 MARJORIE 
AVE CLAREMONT, CA 91711]; 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES                
RUBEN MALDONADO OLIN  
The business is conduct-
ed by: AN INDIVIDUAL.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ RUBEN MALDO-
NADO OLIN, OWNER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardi-
no on: OCTOBER 28, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 11/07/2025, 
11/14/2025, 11/21/2025, 11/28/2025          
CNBB45202504MT CORRECTION 
DATES 12/12/2025, 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2025

FBN 20250011422     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: RE/MAX TIME COMMER-
CIAL. 10535 FOOTHILL BLVD STE 
#460 RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 
91730;[ MAILING ADDRESS 10535 
FOOTHILL BLVD STE #460 RAN-
CHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91730]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
HOUSEKEY REAL ESTATE 
CORP 10535 FOOTHILL BLVD 
STE 460 RANCHO CUCAMON-
GA CA 91730 STATE OF IN-
CORPORATION CA ARTICLES 
OF INCORPORATION 2955814 
The business is conduct-
ed by: A CORPORATION.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ ELVIS A ORTIZ-WAYLAND, CEO 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 08, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026          
CNBB51202501MT 

FBN 20250011459     
The following person is doing 
business as: LMI LOEZA ME-
CHANICAL INC. 24638 RED-
LANDS BLVD LOMA LINDA, CA 
92354;[ MAILING ADDRESS P.O 
BOX 492 YUCAIPA, CA 92399]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
LOEZA MECHANICAL, INC. 
24638 REDLANDS BLVD LOMA 
LINDA CA 92354 STATE OF IN-
CORPORATION CA ARTICLES 
OF INCORPORATION 4228150 
The business is conduct-
ed by: A CORPORATION.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ OCTAVIO S. LOEZA, C.E.O 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 09, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-

nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026          
CNBB51202502MT 

FBN 20250011494     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: MARIPOSA TIRE & 
AUTO. 12011 MARIPOSA ROAD 
HESPERIA, CA 92345;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 12011 MARIPOSA 
ROAD HESPERIA, CA 92345]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
MRE FAMILY LLC 12011 MARI-
POSA ROAD HESPERIA CA 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZA-
TION CA ARTICLES OF OR-
GANIZATION 202358316214 
The business is conducted by: A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ SHAWN EMMINGER, 
MANAGING MEMBER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 10, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026          
CNBB51202503MT 

FBN 20250011497     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: MWM TRANSPORTA-
TION. 10449 CALIENTE RD 
HESPERIA, CA 92344;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 10449 CALI-
ENTE RD HESPERIA, CA 92344]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
MWM TRANSPORTATION, LLC 
10449 CALIENTE RD HESPE-
RIA CA 92344 STATE OF ORGA-
NIZATION CA ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION 202358011717 
The business is conducted by: A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ WENDY BAUTISTA, 
MANAGING MEMBER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 10, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026          
CNBB51202504MT 

FBN 20250011580     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: COLONIAL GARDENS. 88 
W 9TH ST UNIT #31 UPLAND, CA 
91786;[ MAILING ADDRESS P.O 
BOX 2193 ROSEMEAD, CA 91770]; 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
LE VOS 88 LLC 8111 NEW-
MARK AVE 2193 ROSEMEAD 
CA 91770 STATE OF ORGA-
NIZATION CA ARTICLES OF 
ORGANIZATION 200501310174 
The business is conducted by: A 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-

mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ LISA D. CHAN, MAN-
AGING MEMBER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 11, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026          
CNBB51202505MT 

FBN 20250011632     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: IRISH SEA MOSS. 9668 
MILLIKEN AVE STE 104-253 RAN-
CHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91730;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 9668 MIL-
LIKEN AVE STE 104-253 RAN-
CHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91730]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
ZAINALABIDEEN A AL-OMRAN  
The business is conduct-
ed by: AN INDIVIDUAL.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ ZAINALABIDEEN A 
AL-OMRAN, OWNER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 12, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026          
CNBB51202506MT 

FBN 20250011785     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: BENSON LIQUOR & MAR-
KET. 5685 RIVERSIDE DR STE 
H & J CHINO, CA 91710;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 5685 RIVERSIDE 
DR STE H & J CHINO, CA 91710]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
MG CHOHAN BROTHERS INC 
5685 RIVERISDE DR STE H 
& J CHINO CA 91710 STATE 
OF INCORPORATION CA 
The business is conduct-
ed by: A CORPORATION.  
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names 
listed above on: DEC 12, 2025 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ MANINDER CHO-
HAN, SECRETARY 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 17, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026          
CNBB51202507MT 

FBN 20250011620     
The following person is doing 
business as: MARIA VICTORIA 
HOME CARE-A. 11523 PEM-
BROKE STREET LOMA LINDA, 
CA 92354;[ MAILING ADDRESS 
11523 PEMBROKE STREET 

LOMA LINDA, CA 92354]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
MELITA D CACHAPERO  
The business is conduct-
ed by: AN INDIVIDUAL.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ MELITA D CACHAPERO, OWNER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 12, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026          
CNBB51202508MT 

FBN 20250011161     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: FONTANA FAMILY MEDI-
CAL URGENT CARE. 9717 SI-
ERRA AVE FONTANA, CA 92335;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 9717 SIER-
RA AVE FONTANA, CA 92335]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
FONTANA FAMILY MEDICAL 
CENTER, INC. 9717 SIERRA AVE 
FONTANA CA 92335 STATE OF IN-
CORPORATION CA  ARTICLES OF 
INCORPORATION B20250209409 
The business is conduct-
ed by: A CORPORATION.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ MAUREEN N. AR-
CENA, SECRETARY 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 02, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 12/19/2025, 
12/26/2025, 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026          
CNBB51202509MT 

FBN 20250010701     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: ROOTER FLUSHERS 
PLUMBING & DRAINS; ROOTER 
FLUSHERS SEWER & DRAINS; 
ROOTER FLUSHERS HYDRO JET-
TING & PLUMBING; ROOTER 
FLUSHERS HYDRO JETTING 
SERVICES; ROOTER FLUSH-
ERS & PLUMBING SERVICES; 
ROTER FLUSHERS PLUMBING 
& DRAINS TRENCHES; ROOTER 
FLUSHERS JETTING & DRAINS; 
ROOTER FLUSHERS DRAINS 
& HYDRO JETTING; ROOTER 
FLUSHERS 8162 FRANKLIN ST 
BUENA PARK, CA 90621;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 8162 FRANKLIN 
ST BUENA PARK, CA 90621]; 
COUNTY OF ORANGE 
ROOTER FLUSHER INC 8162 
FRANKLIN ST BUENA PARK CA 
90621 STATE OF INCORPORTA-
TION CA ARTICLES OF INCOR-
PORATION 4823909 The business 
is conducted by: A CORPORATION.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ IGNAIN PEREZ, PRESIDENT 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: NOVEMBER 14, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-

ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 11/21/2025, 
11/28/2025, 12/05/2025, 12/12/2025          
CNBB47202503CV CORRECTION 
DATES 12/19/2025, 12/26/2025, 
01/02/2026, 01/09/2026         

FBN 20250011799     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: HORN COLLISSION 
WORK. 10937 S. CENTRAL AVE 
ONTARIO, CA 91762;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 10937 S. CEN-
TRAL AVE ONTARIO, CA 91762];  
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
LEANG D. HORN  
The business is conduct-
ed by: AN INDIVIDUAL.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ LEANG D. HORN, PRESIDENT 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 18, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel 01/02/2026, 
01/09/2026, 01/16/2026, 01/23/2026           
CNBB1202501MT 

FBN 20250011854     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: PUMP CHECK. 24325 SHO-
SHONE ROAD APPLE VALLEY, CA 
92307;[ MAILING ADDRESS PO 
BOX 5646 RIVERSIDE, CA 92517]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
JON R LEE  
The business is conduct-
ed by: AN INDIVIDUAL.  
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names 
listed above on: JAN 01, 1999 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ JON R LEE, OWNER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 19, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel 01/02/2026, 
01/09/2026, 01/16/2026, 01/23/2026          
CNBB1202502MT 

FBN 20250011853     
The following person is doing 
business as: IT WORKS “ YOUR 
SMALL BUSINESS BUDDY “! & 
HANDYMAN SERVICES. 56202 
TAOS TRAIL YUCCA, CA 92284;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS P.O BOX 
168 YUCCA VALLEY CA 92286]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
LARRY C CATALDO  
The business is conduct-
ed by: AN INDIVIDUAL.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ LARRY C CATALDO, OWNER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 

Public Notices

Friday, January 9, 2026 Page 11San Bernardino County Sentinel



Friday, January 9, 2026 Page 12San Bernardino County Sentinel

Continued on Page 15

Public NoticesPublic NoticesPublic NoticesPublic NoticesPublic NoticesPublic NoticesPublic Notices
on: DECEMBER 19, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel 01/02/2026, 
01/09/2026, 01/16/2026, 01/23/2026 	
CNBB1202503MT 

FBN 20250011913     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: GALICIA’S ICE CREAM 
& MORE. 1819 N E ST SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92405;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 1819 N E ST 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92405]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
MAROS O RUIZ GONZALEZ  
The business is conduct-
ed by: AN INDIVIDUAL.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 

knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ MAROS O RUIZ GON-
ZALEZ, OWNER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 22, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel 01/02/2026, 
01/09/2026, 01/16/2026, 01/23/2026 	
CNBB1202504MT 

FBN 20250011914     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: GALICIA’S WATER & 
ICE CREAM. 8922 BEECH AVE # 
F FONTANA, CA 92335;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 8922 BEECH 
AVE # F FONTANA, CA 92335]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
ELSY E SALAMANCA  

The business is conduct-
ed by: AN INDIVIDUAL.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ ELSY E SALAMANCA, OWNER 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: DECEMBER 22, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel 01/02/2026, 
01/09/2026, 01/16/2026, 01/23/2026          
CNBB1202505MT

FBN 20250011054     
The following person is doing busi-
ness as: MONTEREY MORTGAGE. 
8608 UTICA AVE STE 220MM 
RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 
91730;[ MAILING ADDRESS PO 
BOX 7614 REDLANDS, CA 92373]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
CALIFORNIA HARD MONEY 
LENDER INC 8608 UTICA AVE 
STE 220MM RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA CA 91730 STATE 
OF INCORPORATION CA 
The business is conduct-
ed by: A CORPORATION.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ SUSAN E. FUENTES, CEO 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: NOVEMBER 26, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 

time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel 12/05/2025, 
12/12/2025, 12/19/2025, 12/26/2025          
CNBB49202503MT CORRECTION 
DATES 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026, 
01/16/2026, 01/23/2026        

   
FBN 20250011056     

The following person is do-
ing business as: CALIFORNIA 
HARD MONEY LENDER. 8608 
UTICA AVE STE 220MM RAN-
CHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91730;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS P.O BOX 
7614 REDLANDS, CA 92373]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
CALIFORNIA HARD MONEY 
LENDER INC 8608 UTICA AVE 
STE 220MM RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA CA 91730 STATE 
OF INCORPORATION CA 
The business is conduct-
ed by: A CORPORATION.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: N/A 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 

that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ SUSAN E FUENTES, 
CEO  Statement filed with the 
County Clerk of San Bernardi-
no on: NOVEMBER 26, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel 12/05/2025, 
12/12/2025, 12/19/2025, 12/26/2025          
CNBB49202502MT CORRECTION 
DATES 01/02/2026, 01/09/2026, 
01/16/2026, 01/23/2026      

     
FBN 20250010417     

The following person is doing busi-
ness as: DAILY HOPE. 11155 FARGO 
CT VICTORVILLE, CA 92392;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 11155 FARGO 
CT VICTORVILLE, CA 92392]; 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
VIRGINYA JOHNSON  
The business is conduct-
ed by: AN INDIVIDUAL.  

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names 
listed above on: 8/22/2025 
By signing, I declare that all infor-
mation in this statement is true and 
correct. A registrant who declares 
as true information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of a crime 
(B&P Code 179130. I am also aware 
that all information on this statement 
becomes Public Record upon filing. 
s/ VIRGINYA JOHN-
SON, DIRECTOR 
Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: NOVEMBER 03, 2025 
I hereby certify that this copy is a 
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/Deputy 
Notice-This fictitious name state-
ment expires five years from the date 
it was filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that 
time. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business 
name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et seq., 
Business and Professions Code). 
Published in the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel 12/05/2025, 
12/12/2025, 12/19/2025, 12/26/2025          
CNBB49202505MT CORRECTION 
DATES  01/02/2026, 01/09/2026, 
01/16/2026, 01/23/2026          

Hesperia’s Hodgepodge Development 
Without Regard To Drainage Has Altered 
The Natural Water Flow And Created 
Nightmarish Floods During Downpours   
from page 8
being above their historic 
average storage, with a 
handful brimming at or 
near total capacity.

With the exception 
of a heavy rain season 
in 2011, the entirety of 
Molina’s time as an em-
ployee in Hesperia was 
unmarred by flooding of 
any serious consequence 
in the city. Moreover, the 
positions she held did not 
being her face-to-face 
with the engineering is-
sues inherent in having 
to practically deal with 
how sheet flow – the 
shallow, thin, and broad 
movement of water such 
as that typical in storm-
water runoff over a plane 
surface such as a field, 
street or parking lot 
without a defined chan-
nel – is to be collected 
and safely diverted be-
fore it converges into 
rills or streams and, as a 
consequence of volume 
and gravity, becomes a 
potentially or actually 
destructive force.

Because of the drought 
during that portion of her 
time with the city when 
she was moving into 
higher and progressively 
more responsible posi-
tions, she, like much or 
the rest of the employees 
at City Hall were lulled 
into a state of compla-
cency with regard to the 
acute dangers of flooding 
– and in particular flash 
flooding – that is a hid-
den but very real element 
of existence in the nor-

mally very dry desert.
While at one time, 

particularly when the 
city was headed by Po-
degracz, there was a 
degree of sensitivity at 
City Hall to the problem-
atic nature of inadequate 
drainage generally in 
the city and critically at 
specific locations, Mo-
lina, by the time she 
was made city manager, 
was removed in both a 
temporal and bureau-
cratic sense from such 
considerations. Rather 
than riding herd on Di-
rector of Public Works/
City Engineer Cassan-
dra Sanchez, Deputy 
City Engineer Kevin Sin 
or Associate Engineer 
Enrique Villalobos, she 
simply deferred to them 
with regard to any engi-
neering issues or the re-
sponsibilities and duties 
of the public works de-
partment. Her utter lack 
of appreciation of the im-
portance of such issues, 
let alone possession of 
the experience, expertise 
and hard knowledge with 
regard to engineering 
issues, she was not in a 
position to or capable of 
ensuring Sanchez, Sin or 
Villalobos were tending 
to the matters that would, 
if not prevent flooding 
from ensuing if the Vic-
tor Valley was hit with a 
deluge, at least mitigate 
its intensity and impacts 
on particularly vulner-
able areas of the city.

In more mature cities 

in San Bernardino Coun-
ty such as Chino, Mont-
clair, Ontario, Upland, 
Rancho Cucamonga and 
San Bernardino, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engi-
neers and the San Ber-
nardino County Flood 
Control District have 
proven energetic in con-
structing deep flood con-
trol channels which have 
substantially alleviated 
flood conditions in those 
communities. The Army 
Corps of Engineers and 
the San Bernardino 
County Flood Control.

The San Bernardino 
County Flood Control 
District is an offshoot 
of/parallel agency to the 
County of San Bernardi-
no, with boundaries that 
are the same as those of 
the county, considered 
a separate legal entity 
from the county but one 
that is nevertheless gov-
erned by the San Ber-
nardino County Board 
of Supervisors. Its func-
tions are handled by the 
county’s department of 
public works.

While the Army Corps 
of Engineers and the 
San Bernardino County 
Flood Control District 
have not been entirely 
absent in the High Des-
ert, they have been far 
more active historically 
in the lower, non-desert 
portion of the county, 
where the population in 
decades past was more 
heavily saturated.

The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, working 
in conjunction with the 
San Bernardino County 
Flood Control District 
constructed the Mojave 
River Dam and Mojave 
Flood Control Basin 

and some other regional 
drainage related [assets] 
in the Victor Valley. More 
recently with regard to 
the area and Hesperia 
in particular, the Army 
Corps of Engineers has 
been doing studies and 
planning with regard to 
the long planned-for and 
long-delayed Bandicoot 
Flood Control Basin  and 
other risk assessments 
and feasibility studies for 
basins and water transfer 
channels to upgrade pro-
tection for Hesperia.

In this way, the com-
munity of Hesperia has 
in large measure needed 
to rely upon itself in deal-
ing with its flood vulner-
ability.

In practical terms, this 
has come down to the 
city making use – and the 
most – of what is already 
at its disposal. There are 
some limited means of 
protection available to 
the city, both in the form 
of some facilities that 
exist for water-related 
purposes but which have 
flood control or flood di-
version capability and in 
taking practical steps in 
a timely manner to either 
impede/divert water to a 
less damaging route of 
flow or, at the least, relo-
cating those people and 
other movable assets out 
of harm’s way.

Among water depart-
ment-related or water 
use-related facilities are 
percolation ponds, where 
water on the surface fil-
ters through porous earth 
into the aquifer – the 
water table underneath 
the ground; basins; res-
ervoirs; pipelines; pipes; 
channels; flumes; cul-
verts; and other physical 

means of conveying wa-
ter in some order of a con-
trolled fashion. If these 
facilities are in working 
order and have available 
capacity, they can be of 
some assistance in miti-
gating a flood situation 
by reducing the volume 
of water by temporarily 
holding it or absorbing it, 
moving water to another 
location or allowing it 
to escape; limiting the 
amount or flow of water 
on roads or land, divert-
ing it to a holding facility 
or away from the surface 
and reducing the pooling 
of water or allowing it to 
flow beneath the surface 
of road or street without 
undermining it.

The functionality of 
these various facilities 
must be maintained, 
sometimes on a constant 
basis and sometimes in-
termittently. A crucial 
issue in this regard is 
that the flow, drafting 
and course of the water 
into them, through them, 
permeating them or past 
them consistent with the 
way they are designed is 
crucial to their function-
ality.     

These various facili-
ties must be maintained, 
sometimes on a constant 
basis and sometimes in-
termittently.  The flow, 
drafting and course of the 
water into them, through 
them, permeating them 
or past them consistent 
with the way they are de-
signed is crucial to their 
functionality.

The introduction of 
mud or silt into the set-
tling or percolation ponds 
presents a problem. For a 
time,  the presence of dirt 
or other forms of eathy 

soil will have a minimal 
impact on the percola-
tion of water into the 
ground, but as fine sand, 
clay or dirt accummu-
lates and settles to form a 
sediment, through which 
water will not permeate. 
When debris - consist-
ing of leaves  and other 
organic matter, twigs, 
branches, sticks and trash 
- collect in pipes, pipe-
lines, troughs, culverts 
and the like, with the 
continued force of wa-
ter in one direction and 
the evenntual addtion of 
sand, gravel and rocks, 
flow can be diminished 
or obstructed entirely.

The lay of the land 
in Hesperia presents a 
hodge-podge of property 
that has been graded or 
otherwise altered to ac-
commodate improve-
ments and development 
and expanses here and 
there that remain, basi-
cally, in their natural 
state, as Mother Nature 
birthed them. In some 
spots, the contour of the 
earth was partially a prod-
uct of wind and water 
erosion over time, which 
had created arroyos, gul-
leys, rivulets and washes, 
over which water would 
flow with the guidance 
of gravity and remained 
in place. In others, the 
natural course of water 
flow had been altered by 
man’s machinations. In 
some cases this changed 
the direction of sheet 
flow. In other cases it re-
sulted in the water pool-
ing in spots it otherwise 
would have left. In other 
cases still, the water con-
tinued in the direction it 
had moved previously, 
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Why Would Elkadi Consider The $421K 
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for his upcoming mayor-
al campaign to be super-
fluous, indeed irrelevant. 
What he needs at this 
point is ultracompetence 
in the individual running 
the airport, someone 
who can truly transform 
it into the nation’s and ar-
guably the world’s most 
successful subregional 

airport. He is said to rec-
ognize that Elkadi does 
not fit that bill, and he 
has therefore outlived his 
usefulness.  According to 
airport insiders, Elkadi 
recognizes he is not long 
for Ontario and that he 
will be gone as soon as 
Wapner finds an airport 
manager who is suffi-

ciently connected to, and 
has an established record 
of successfully dealing 
with, the airline industry.

The strongest evi-
dence that Elkadi is on 
the outs with Wapner is 
that he so much as con-
sidered applying for the 
San Diego International 
position. If he had suc-
ceeded in making that 
jump, he would give up 
the total compensation 
package of $542,215.91 
he has at Ontario Inter-

national for something 
substantially less, given 
that the published start-
ing salary range for the 
San Diego International 
chief executive officer 
position is $250,000 to 
$300,000 with benefits of 
roughly $120,839.75 for a 
total annual compensa-
tion of $420,839.75, tops.

The Sentinel was 
told that when Elkaldi 
was questioned by one 
of the members of the 
San Diego International 

Airport Authority board 
members about why he 
was willing to leave On-
tario, he said he wanted 
to remove himself from 
a very corrupt environ-
ment at Ontario Interna-
tional Airport.

Wapner and those with 
whom he is connected re-
ject all such talk.

Officially, no one at 
the airport was willing to 
openly state that Elkadi 
is leaving or that there is 
even a hint of bad blood 

between him and Wap-
ner.

Lambert in a pro-
scribed statement, wrote, 
“There is no truth to the 
rumor that Atif is look-
ing to leave Ontario 
International Airport. 
He and his team are fo-
cused on accomplishing 
the board’s vision as we 
celebrate 10 years of lo-
cal control as one of the 
global aviation industry’s 
great success stories.”

-Mark Gutglueck 

history” by becoming 
the first mainstream 
movie star to go the “Full 
Monty” in a 1963 film) 
was being driven in a car 
that rear-ended a tractor-
trailer rig late one night 
in 1967, killing her; her 
manager; and the young 
man driving. She was 
34 years old. (Her chil-
dren, sleeping in the 
back, lived, and, despite 
the urban myth, no, she 
was not decapitated.) Her 
death did have one ben-
eficial outcome however 
when metal bars were 
mandated on the backs 
of trucks to help prevent 
such “drive-under” casu-
alties. 

Now, before I step 
onto my soapbox for 
some “Phillosophizing” 
about motor vehicles, I 
have two more personal 
stories of interest. Dur-
ing the latter part of the 
previous decade, a friend 
of my wife engaged in a 
one-woman battle against 
both the car culture and 
the Redlands city bu-
reaucracy. She lives off 
one of our cross-town 
thoroughfares which was 
often used (and probably 
still is) by local speed-
demons as a drag strip, 
usually late at night. 

Several of those drag-
sters had lost control 
at a cross-street cul-
vert, crashing into her 
house—one of which 
completely penetrated 
her study; destroyed 
her piano; and probably 
would have killed her 
grandchildren had they 
been sleeping there that 
night as they sometimes 
did. My wife and I went 
over shortly thereafter, 
and it looked like a tor-

nado had hit the house. 
A long battle ensued 

to convince officials of 
the danger, and finally 
a flashing stop sign was 
installed. But it wasn’t 
until she took proactive 
action; bought several 
huge, and almost VW 
Bug-sized boulders and 
had them placed around 
the front perimeter of 
her house, that she could 
sleep soundly at night. 

Another friend in 
Redlands is fighting a 
battle to calm the traffic 
on Pioneer St. where she 
lives, which only has one 
stop sign on an almost 
two-mile stretch between 
Orange and Judson, and, 
like our other friend’s 
street, is now a delight for 
those drivers determined 
to make an uninterrupted 
cross-town dash.  She’s 
spoken to the city, and 
although several perma-
nent solutions are now 
being considered, in the 
meantime she’s terrified 
of exiting her driveway. 

Tellingly—after my 
friend began complain-
ing to me about the prob-
lems on Pioneer—two 
young men died on that 
stretch when they lost 
control while speeding 
late one night and hit a 
lamppost. I talked to a 
nearby neighbor shortly 
thereafter and he was 
still profoundly shaken 
after his one and only ex-
perience of being the first 
on the scene at a fatal ac-
cident. 

Although most of us 
have been spared that 
experience (one night I 
did see a man lying on 
the side of a freeway near 
some stopped cars, but 
never found out if he was 
alive or dead), like I’ve 
noted, almost all of us 
have known at least one 
person injured or killed 
in a motor vehicle acci-

dent--a toll now head-
ing towards four million 
dead Americans since 
the first fatality in 1899, 
when pedestrian, Henry 
Bliss, was crushed by an 
electric taxi in New York 
City. Nowadays, deaths 
total over 100 every 24 
hours. Yes, that’s right: 
over 100. 

Sometimes I won-
der if anyone (and there 
must have been some) 
noticed those early casu-
alties during the cusp of 
the 20th century’s “auto 
age,” and said: You know 
what? If we go with a 
transportation system 
consisting primarily of 
all these uncoordinated 
vehicles moving about 
willy-nilly, there's bound 
to be hundreds of deaths. 
Now, of course, it’s mil-
lions, during which time 
stop lights did help, but 
some 120 years of ex-
horting drivers to “slow 
down and be careful,” 
has not made much of a 
dent—if you’ll pardon 
the expression.   

However, there have 
been some noteworthy 
downticks to the toll, and 
what’s done it? For one: 
safer cars with first seat-
belts and then airbags 
(which saved a friend 
of mine when her car 
was broadside at over 
100-miles-an-hour by 
a knucklehead fleeing 
police), both of which 
were fought tooth and 
nail by the auto industry 
until legislators wised 
up, thanks in no small 
part to consumer advo-
cate Ralph Nader. But it 
wasn’t easy.

For years it was hoped 
that educating the pub-
lic might do the trick, 
with many public ser-
vice commercials on 
TV (which some of us 
remember) urging seat-
belts. The one I remem-

ber the most featured 
actors portraying people 
opposed to the belt, one 
of whom was a woman 
with a wrinkled nose 
and apparently some 
wrinkled dresses as well 
who said she didn’t like 
seatbelts because “they 
wrinkle my dress.” 

Just before the rates 
of seatbelt use rose, not 
because of learning 
their benefits, but be-
cause of the laws, they’d 
only gotten compliance 
up to some 15 percent 
nation-wide (so much 
for education—and I’ve 
been an educator), but 
now only one state does 
not mandate their use 
for adults—New Hamp-
shire—where their state 
motto is: “Live free or 
die.” Well, I guess they 
still are. 

But now, at a time 
when we’re well into the 
second century of cars, 
the “Faustian bargain” 
with our vehicles still 
prevails. In exchange 
for the “freedom” of our 
cars, we’ve been willing 
to risk losing our lives; 
the lives of our loved 
ones; and friends, a list 
which for me now also 
includes a hugely tal-
ented writing colleague 
whose life was snuffed 
out one night by a driver 
running a red light as 
my friend was returning 
home from comforting 
his daughter during a cri-
sis. 

The problem is this: 
since those early 20th 
century days when we 
first traded our love of 
life for our love of cars, 
we’ve designed our cul-
ture’s physical infra-
structure for motor ve-
hicles, not people, and 
I’ve always resented the 
fact that we didn’t de-
cide to provide alterna-
tives for those who didn’t 

want to drive (or people 
who can’t drive, like the 
elderly and children) 
that are more convenient 
(which rules out buses); 
less expensive; and, yes, 
far more safe. 

Of course, the Los 
Angeles megalopolis 
and even many parts of 
the Inland Empire were 
once serviced by the 
electrically powered and 
far less polluting Red 
Cars, which both my par-
ents would recall with 
fondness, but, in a well-
known story, a conspir-
acy between oil and tire 
companies, plus other 
“vested” interests like 
Triple A, saw to it that all 
the tracks were torn up 
by the 1960s. 

I once read some-
where that the motor 
vehicle is, essentially, 
the greatest invention 
yet for the consumption 
of natural resources—
someone’s wry definition 
that’s difficult to argue 
with since that breathtak-
ing consumption is fairly 
impossible to estimate 
once you consider all 
that’s been devoured by 
our car culture in the last 
century: all the rubber; 
all the metals; all the oil; 
all the gasoline; and all 
the other raw materials 
which we’ve squandered. 

And if you want a 
stark visual reminder of 
that statement about re-
sources, just go to some 
natural area—or some 
back road empty fields, 
or a ravine—and view 
all the used tires left 
there because they’re not 
profitable for individuals 
to recycle, and then weep 
at the waste.  

In the final analysis, 
the car culture’s proven 
to be a profoundly self-
ish; tragic; and colossal 
blunder both for humans; 
the many animals killed; 

and the environment it-
self since the decision 
that our “convenience” 
is more important than 
even the air we breathe, 
which has been turned 
into a common dumping 
ground for toxic gases 
that destroy our lungs; 
the atmosphere; and even 
life itself.  

Yes, perhaps it might 
take another 100 years 
or more to build the in-
frastructure for the sort 
of close-knit communi-
ties that inspire walk-
ing, biking, jogging (or 
low-speed electric ve-
hicles for those who need 
them), where no one dies, 
and we vastly improve 
our physical health in the 
bargain, but it needs to 
be done. 

Many more lives have 
been lost or brutally di-
minished in the years 
since I saw my father’s 
client limping into his 
office some four decades 
ago, and it remains to be 
seen if we’ll commit to 
a transformation of our 
transportation systems 
where another future is 
possible. Or will we con-
tinue with the status quo, 
destroying both all those 
lives in “accidents,” and 
our life-giving atmo-
sphere with tailpipe pol-
lution, rendering any 
possibility for a healthier 
tomorrow a moot point. 

It will be done either 
the painful way: when 
we’re forced to do it, or 
the easy way: voluntari-
ly, but, either way, the 
choice, as always, is ours. 

Phill Courtney was 
a high school English 
teacher, and while he 
still drives his 1970 VW 
Bug, he tries to run to as 
many places as he can. 
His email is pjcourt-
ney1311@gmail.com 

The Automobile 
Has Upsides And 
Downsides  from 
page 2
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but also provoked major 
concerns about privacy, 
racial bias from histori-
cal data, and the lack 
of transparency in giv-
ing a private company 
access to public data. 
Palantir’s performance 
in conjunction in con-
nection with the NYPD 
contract was subject to 
criticism over the com-
pany’s alleged misuse 
of the data entrusted to 
it amidst debates about 
data ownership and ex-
panding public and pri-
vate surveillance, issues 
which have not been ful-
ly resolved, according to 
the Brennan Center for 
Justice.

The Chicago Po-
lice Department used 
Palantir’s Laser (Law 
Enforcement Analysis 
and Reduction) program 
and predictive model 
software to manage its 
gang database and cre-
ate “chronic offender 
scores,” identifying in-
dividuals for focused 
police attention by ana-
lyzing criminal history, 
social media, and ve-
hicle data. The depart-
ment claimed that this 
proactively prevented 
violence, which was to 
some extent true. Nev-
ertheless, critics assailed 
the department for un-
fairly targeting minor-
ity communities, which 
led to controversy and 
scrutiny with regard to 
the program’s actual ef-
fectiveness and fairness. 
The department’s ef-
forts at predicting crime, 
those chastising the de-
partment said, were ac-
tually racial profiling. 
The effectiveness of the 
data analysis was vindi-
cated by the number of 
arrests, though detrac-
tors said that no matter 
how well data points 
were connected and sus-
pects rounded up, the 
operations did not result 
in sufficient evidence 
being obtained as a con-
sequence of the arrests 
to get court convictions 
and most cases ended in 
reduced pleas.

The New Orleans Po-
lice Department used 
early versions of Palan-
tir’s data mining ser-
vice beginning in 2012, 

doing so secretly such 
that members of the city 
council did not know 
the predictive policing 
program, referred to 
as Project Nimbus, ex-
isted. Project Nimbus 
utilized software hash-
ing through a variety of 
data such as ties to gang 
members, criminal his-
tories, and social media 
to predict the likelihood 
that a select group of 
roughly 3,900 potential 
victims and perpetra-
tors would commit acts 
of violence or become 
victims. Palantir’s pre-
diction model consisted 
of evaluating social net-
work exchanges and 
postings, individuals, 
places, vehicles, weap-
ons, addresses, and in-
formation contained in 
field interview cards, 
references to which were 
previously were held in 
separate databases. The 
program, which was 
extended three times 
through February 21, 
2018 corresponded to a 
temporary drop in vio-
lent crime, though the 
department and the dis-
trict attorney’s office 
have said it’s not clear 
that Palantir’s program 
was responsible for that 
reduction. When the 
existence of the project 
was revealed, there was 
widespread outrage over 
what were perceived as 
undue secrecy and viola-
tions of privacy.

Palantir undertook a 
predictive policing pilot 
program in Santa Cruz 
in 2011, utilizing data 
to predict and reduce 
property theft and gang 
activity. After an early 
show of success in which 
officers received timely 
alerts relating to car 
theft, controversy ensued 
as there was scrutiny and 
concern with regard to 
alleged algorithmic bias 
and the perpetuation of 
racial profiling and in-
equality, ultimately lead-
ing, after a prolonged de-
bate, to the city banning 
such technology.

In the course of all of 
this, the term “predictive 
policing” has become 
an undesirable label. As 
a consequence, Palantir 
and the agencies with 
which it contracts substi-
tute terms such as “intel-
ligence-led policing” or 
“data-driven analysis.”

All of this debate 
about potential viola-

tions of citizens’ privacy 
and civil rights has not 
prevented local agencies 
from entering into or in-
tensifying their contracts 
with Axon and Palinter.

On November 25, 
2025, the Rialto City 
Council approved having 
the city enter into a nine-
year, $14.3 million aug-
mentation contract with 
Axon Enterprise Inc., 
which is also known as 
TASER International, to 
increase an existing con-
tract it had for supplying 
the police department 
with surveillance, video, 
information processing 
and storage, software, 
and artificial intelligence 
technology. The package 
the city purchased, Ax-
on’s Officer Safety Plan 
10 (OSP 10), includes 
making upgrades to the 
body-worn and in-car 
camera system that has 
long been deployed by 
the department, the com-
pany’s next generation of 
digital information stor-
age and retrieval system, 
automated video analy-
sis, license-plate readers 
and the Rialto Police De-
partment’s first Drone-
as-First-Responder pro-
gram.

Rialto since 2012 has 
had a contractual rela-
tionship with Axon for 
the provision of body-
worn cameras used by 
the police department’s 
officers.

While the Drone-as-
First-Responder fleet is 
to consist of unmanned 
surveillance craft pro-
vided through the com-
pany’s Axon Air divi-
sion, the department 
already had in place 
three drones as part of 
the department’s un-
manned aircraft system, 
which has been referred 
to by using the nomen-
clature “UAS/Drone.”

According to the de-
partment, it has in its 
inventory a single DJI 
Mavic 2 PRO remote-
controlled aircraft, 
purchased at a cost of 
$1,500, and two EVO 11 
PRO remote-controlled 
aircraft, purchased for 
a total cost of $3,750, 
which are “utilized to 
enhance the safety of 
the community and of-
ficers.” Each of those 
drones, equipped with 
video cameras, have 
come into use, accord-
ing to the department, 
“when its view would 

assist officers or inci-
dent commanders with 
the following situations, 
which include but are not 
limited to 1) major col-
lision investigations; 2) 
search for missing per-
sons; 3) natural disaster 
management; 4) crime 
scene photography; 5) 
SWAT [special weapons 
and tactics] tactical or 
other public safety and 
life preservation mis-
sions; 6) in response to 
specific requests from 
local, state or federal 
fire authorities for fire 
response and/or preven-
tion.”

On December 16, 
2025, the Redlands City 
Council approved a 
$3,544,704 agreement 
with Axon to replace 
city police department’s 
existing body-worn cam-
era and drone programs 
with two different ven-
dors and include digital 
evidence, drone and vir-
tual reality technologies 
to the follow-on arrange-
ment it is entering into 
with Axon.

Included in the $3.54 
million package was the 
next generation of body-
worn camera equipment 
and software, a drone 
program, virtual reality 
training tools and Axon’s 
Justice Suite. The vote 
included an appropria-
tion of $708,940 from 
the general fund and the 
police department’s asset 
forfeiture fund to cover a 
portion of the costs.

The agreement dis-
penses with the depart-
ment’s body-worn cam-
era system, secured in 
2022 under a five-year 
lease with another com-
pany, LensLock, for 110 
cameras. The new sys-
tem, according to the 
department, does not 
have limitations in the 
evidence uploads of the 
previous cameras and 
accompanying software, 
which require that offi-
cers dock cameras at the 
police station to upload 
video. This could en-
tail a two-week delay in 
getting evidence to the 
San Bernardino County 
District Attorney’s Of-
fice, officials said. The 
footage could not be re-
viewed or shared imme-
diately, and was difficult 
to share both with the 
district attorney’s office 
and other entities entitled 
to view such footage, 
such as federal agencies 

and defense attorneys. 
The district attorney’s 
office uses Axon Justice 
for its digital evidence 
management, compil-
ing, transcription and 
redaction. The depart-
ment’s LensLock body-
worn camera system was 
incompatible with that 
platform, requiring pros-
ecutors to manually im-
port data. City officials 
said the new agreement 
will allow evidence to be 
shared securely within 
hours rather than weeks 
and reduce the time de-
partment personnel must 
devote to manual pro-
cessing of the data.

The Redlands Police 
Department justified the 
transition by noting it 
processes roughly 1,441 
video evidence or dis-
covery requests per year, 
and spends on average 
1.25 hours of person-
nel time handling each 
request. The transition 
to Axon Evidence will 
automate that workflow 
and reduce overtime, the 
city maintains. The new 
body-worn cameras in-
clude a real-time trans-
lation feature, automatic 
dictation of recorded au-
dio, and geo-positioning 
system tracking, along 
with automatic activa-
tion.

The Redlands Police 
Department elected to 
go all-in with Axon, can-
celing its previous con-
tract with LensLock for 
the body worn cameras, 
its contract with DJI for 
drones and its contract 
with Flock/Motorola for 
license plate readers in 
favor of the comprehen-
sive contract with Axon. 
Axon will use Skydio 
drones to supplant the 
DJI drones. The Skydio 
drones, which have live 
aerial and thermal imag-
ing capability, will be sta-
tioned in enclosed dock-
ing units on city-owned 
rooftops. They are to be 
used for so-called first 
response to reconnoiter 
situations when officers 
are en route to incidents 
that could be dangerous.

“No other vendor of-
fers a comparable inte-
grative solution with the 
same level of interoper-
ability,” said Redlands 
Police Department Chief 
Rachel Tolber. “Axon’s 
platform is widely adopt-
ed across law enforce-
ment agencies and is 
considered the industry 

standard amongst local-
ized partners and agen-
cies.”

The agreement ex-
tends to the employment 
of the Axon Fusus plat-
form, which integrates 
live data from body-
worn cameras, drones, 
license plate readers 
and other systems into a 
single interface, support-
ing current operations 
and potential future real-
time information center 
capabilities.

It was not clear how 
the city will settle up 
with Flock, Motorola, 
DJI and LensLock upon 
leaving them in the lurch.

The San Bernardino 
Police Department has a 
contract with Palantir to 
use its Gotham platform 
for the integration and 
analysis of various data 
with regard to city resi-
dents, allowing it to build 
intelligence profiles and 
identify individuals and 
rank their likelihood to 
be involved in crimi-
nal activity and whether 
they might be chronic or 
serious offenders even if 
they do not have crimi-
nal records, using char-
acteristics such as tat-
toos, immigration status, 
bank account informa-
tion, place of residence 
and whereabouts on a 
constant basis or within 
a certain timeframe.

The San Bernardino 
Police Department also 
has a $750,000 drone 
first responder program, 
funded with $562,500 
allocated to the city by 
the County of San Ber-
nardino and $187,500 
provided to the city by a 
Citizens’ Option for Pub-
lic Safety (COPS) grant.

The Ontario Police 
Department’s Real Time 
Information Center uti-
lizes drones to improve 
police department re-
sponse and increase 
department members’ 
understanding of the 
circumstances they are 
about to encounter.

-Mark Gutglueck

ican communities.”
Governor Newsom’s 

office made no response 
to McLaughlin’s state-
ment. 

Redlands Police 
Department Going 
All In With Axon 
Systems  from page 5
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but with an intensifica-
tion of force. 

Rachel Molina offi-
cially became Hesperia’s 
city manager in June 
2023. That gave her not 
quite two-and-half years 
to make sure that Jeremy 
McDonald, who was 
serving in the capacity of 
public works director in 
2023 and subsequently 
moved into the posi-
tion of water operations 
manager in 2024 and 
Sanchez, who succeed-
ed McDonald as public 
works director in Feb-
ruary 2024, utilized the 
city’s public works staff 
to clean the debris out 
of all of the city’s pipes, 
pipelines, troughs, cul-
verts and water passages 
and remove the mud and 
silt from the percolation 
ponds, basins and reser-
voirs in the city. That did 
not occur and neither did 
Molina, as forecasters in 
mid-December were pre-
dicting an “atomospheric 
river” was going to hit 
Southern California in 
such a way that the Mo-
jave Desert was to have a 
very wet Christmas, call 
upon the public works 
departmeent to utilize ex-
cavators, backhoes, bull-
dozers, loaders scrap-
pers, graders, trenchers 
and dumptrucks  at its 
disposal or obtainable at 
short notice from the San 
Bernardino County Flood 
Control District to under-
take trenching along the 
side of those roads with-
out curbs where doing 
so would provide pre-
vent the sheet flow from 
transforming streets into 
raging rivers or to cre-
ate at crucial locations in 
the city impromptu water 
holding basins to miti-
gate the flash flooding 
that ultimately occured 
on December 24. 

Homeowners at vari-
ous locations around the 
city were overwhelmed 
with water inundating 
their homes and property, 
encountering what were 
repeatedly described 
as “tidal waves” when 
they came outside and 
then encountering streets 
that were likened to riv-
ers which made driving 
away if not impossible, 

highly advisable, leaving 
them stranded. Many oth-
ers who were not at home 
when the storm touched 
down experienced the 
converse, being unable 
to approach their homes, 
in some instances from a 
single direction, in others 
from two directions and 
in others still, from four 
directions. 

There is some debate 
as to which area of the 
city was hardest hit. A 
strong case in that regard 
is the environs of the in-
tersection of Maple Ave-
nue and Muscatel Street, 
where Hesperia’s subre-
gional water recycling 
facility is located. The 
basin there filled entirely 
and began overflowing. 
At a relatively early point 
after the downpour be-
gan, the wall around the 
facility failed sending 
a violent sheet of water 
east on Muscatel and 
north on Maple. 

Competing for first in 
the category of the great-
est show of irresistible 
force by out-of-control 
water in the city was the 
raging river that formed 
on Sultana Street, mak-
ing transit on the road 
virtually impossible and 
leaving some motorists 
at several spots stranded 
when they attempted to 
ford it and the water level 
reached above the car’s 
ignition and exhaust sys-
tems. The situation on 
Sultana was exacerbated 
by the failure of a bub-
bler, a device used to 
measure water level and 
water pressure as well as 
the air flow rate through 
a piping system and 
prevent water backup, 
which resulted in more 
water being added to the 
flow. There was a report 
that, additionally, a sub-
surface water main on 
Sultana broke, resulting 
in hundreds of thousands 
of gallons of water being 
interjected into the exces-
sive water. The city did 
not confirm this report. 
There have been previ-
ous instances of failure 
involving Sultana Street 
water mains.  

Aspen Street and Pi-
non Avenue between 
Olive Street and Aspen 
Street were both de-
scribed as “raging riv-
ers” by local residents at 
certain times during the 
storm. 

It was remarked that 
had school been in ses-

sion, which it was not 
because of the holiday 
vacation, the lives of stu-
dents at Cottonwood El-
ementary School would 
have been in danger be-
cause of the flooding of 
the campus and on Cot-
tonwood Avenue. 

The flooding was so 
intense along Aspen that 
the water tore a gorge be-
tween Maple Avenue and 
Cottonwood Avenue that 
exposed multiple below-
ground utilities.

Elsewhere in the city, 
the water created havoc.

A drainage watershed 
at Farmington and Coy-
ote Trail that intersects 
with the California Aq-
ueduct at that point was 
carrying so many tons 
of water with unchecked 
force that the aqueduct, 
part of the State Water 
Project was damaged. 

 A low-lying area in 
the south of the city near 
Ranchero Road rapidly 
filled with water, over-
filling and creating water 
flows that made passage 
extremely challenging. 

In multiple locations 
across the city the earth 
beneath the city’s already 
compromised roads was 
undermined by the tor-
rents of water passing 
through.  

Mud drifts of one to 
two feet were general 
throughout the city. In 
some cases mud drifts 
nearing five feet over-
whelmed streets and 
properties. One resident 
reported that water and 
mud that exceeded a lev-
el higher than one foot 
had sloshed into over 200 
homes in the area south 
of Main Street and west 
of the Santa Fe Railroad 
tracks.

A multitude of resi-
dents reported being 
unable to reach anyone 
at City Hall when they 
phoned to report road 
outages or request assis-
tance. Other who did get 
through related that the 
requests for help went 
unheeded. 

On January 6, the city 
council convened a spe-
cial public meeting to 
allow the city council to 
receive and file an up-
date from Molina on the 
city’s response to the De-
cember 2025 storm. The 
meeting’s public com-
ment period turned into a 
forum at which the city’s 
residents had an oppor-
tunity to express their 

views with regard to what 
virtually all of those who 
showed up characterized 
as the city’s inadequate 
measures to mitigate the 
impacts of the flooding. 
Molina used the meet-
ing to defend the way in 
which she and city staff 
had reacted  to what she 
said was for the city an 
unprecedented challenge. 

 “Public works did 
prepare for the storm,” 
Molina asserted, insist-
ing city staff members 
“prepared signage across 
the city, inspected con-
struction sites, ensured 
that basins were clear.” 
Moreover, she and other 
members of the city’s 
leadership team had 
“identified staffing that 
would be local in town 
during the holiday and 
staged equipment across 
the community.”

It was the intensity of 
the storm that undid all of 
that responsible prepara-
tion, she said.

“By mid-day on Chris-
mas Eve, as our residents 
have shared, it was  evi-
dent that the storm was 
significantly larger than 
we’ve experienced in 
several years,” she said. 
“The city’s emergency 
operations center was 
activated on Christmas 
Eve. Staff has been work-
ing in response to that 
event ever since.”

In making her pre-
sentation, Molina relied 
upon a report that had 
been prepared for her 
by Public Works Direc-
tor Sanchez, which Mo-
lina said  would “help 
put structure around the 
knd of storm event that 
we experienced just two 
weeks ago.” Sanchez’s 
“analysis of the magni-
tude of the storm” sup-
porting her contention 
that the city had done the 
best it possibly could in 
a very difficult and over-
whelming situation. 

In this way, she sug-
gested that what Hes-
peria had sustained on 
December 24 was some-
thing between a 500-year 
flood and a 1,000 year 
flood. 

A 500-year flood is 
defined as the maximum 
amount of water flow 
statistically likely to oc-
cur during a single storm 
over a 500 year period. 
A 1,000-year flood is 
defined as the maximum 
amount of water flow 
statistically likely to oc-

cur during a single storm 
over a 1,000 year period. 
Of relevnce in such com-
parisons and predicitions 
is the concept of a 100-
year flood. A 100-year 
flood is defined as the 
maximum amount of 
water flow statistically 
likely to occur during a 
single storm over a given 
century. The longer the 
time period in the flood 
calculation, the greater 
the level of flooding. 
Thus, statistically, a 500-
year flood would result 
in greater, indeed sig-
nificantly greater, flood-
ing than a 100-year flood 
and a 1,000-year flood 
would represent greater 
anticipated flooding than 
a 500-year flood.  

There are, Molina 
said, quoting from San-
chez’s report, “various 
watersheds across the 
city.” 

One of these wa-
tersheds, Molina said, 
was the “H-01 drainage 
course, which she said 
“saw almost 5.7 inches 
[of rain] in less than 12 
hours duration, mean-
ing that it saw between a 
500-year and 1,000-year 
storm event. This result-
ed in the basin at Maple 
Avenue and Muscatel 
becoming overwhelmed 
by flows and debris. And 
it did cause that wall to 
fail. This breach resulted 
in neighboring streets 
bcoming damaged as 
flows traveled east and 
large amounts of sedi-
ment reached the bubbler 
on Sultana.”

Molina continued, 
“Regarding the basin at 
Maple and Muscatel: It is 
intended to percolate wa-
ter and it had been suc-
cessfully doing that the 
last couple of rain events. 
Again, it would not be 
able to take in that much 
water that it experienced. 
All the basins were clear 
prior to this event. And 
so, while some people 
don’t believe that to be 
true, many of the basins 
have an earthen bottom. 
Each basin was visited 
prior to this event and 
had been successfully 
working. Now, with the 
damage, sediment and 
mud in the basins, yes, 
that has to be cleaned 
out. That’s not going to 
just soak in and go away. 
That’s part of one of the 
projects that we’re ac-
tively working on. We 
had staff working across 

the city on cleanup and 
also contractors working 
on Third Avenue, so the 
work is happening and 
thankfully with better 
weather we’re able to do 
it a bit more quickly.”

According to the city 
manager, “Further down 
the watershed at the end 
of H-01 line, there is a 
basin there near Third 
and Fourth and Mauna 
Loa, so this overtopped 
and washed out part of 
Third Avenue.”

Without directly stat-
ing so, Molina came 
across as suggesting that 
part of what occurred in 
Decmber could be attrib-
uted to a decision more 
than a decade ago by the 
Jerry Brown Adminis-
tration to do away with 
redevelopment agencies, 
thereby depriving Hes-
peria of funding needed 
to complete some flood 
control projects.

“With respect  to a 
break in the water main, 
I am not aware of a wa-
ter main break,” Molina 
said. “We are not aware 
of a break. There has 
been no water main break 
in Hesperia.” She imme-
diately adjusted that stat-
ment, however, acknowl-
edging, “There has been 
a minor break but not a 
major break. While that 
is somsthing that is ciru-
clating, the water depart-
ment says no, that is not 
the case.”

Referencing stormwa-
ter infrastructure that was 
constructed prior to 2010, 
the year Brown was 
elected to his third term 
as governor after he had 
previously served two 
terms as governor from 
1975 to 1983, Molina 
said, “This infrastructure 
was constructed using 
redevelopment monies, 
which is a funding source 
that used to be available 
to cities in California 
before Governor Brown 
eliminated that funding 
source. This storm drain 
system has two ten-foot 
diameter pipes that inlet 
at Hickory and they run 
just under two miles. In 
2008-ish, the construc-
tion of that project was 
about $11 million, using 
redevelopment money. 
Where that basin outlets 
is where we saw a mas-
sive amount of stormwa-
ter flow, again  a 500- [to] 
1,000-year storm event.”

Molina said,  “The 

Molina Referred To 
The Fifth Or Sixth 
Worst Flood In The 
Last 90 Years As A 
“1,000-Year Storm 
Event”  from page 12
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Molina’s Remarks  
Left The Impression 
Her Sense Of Hes-
peria Geography Is 
Somewhat Imper-
fect   from page 15

DOT [Department of 
Transportation, i.e., free-
way] watershed saw ap-
proximately six inches 
in less than 12 hour du-
ration, meaning it saw a 
1,000-year storm event 
that hit Ranchero Road. 
And so, when we’re talk-
ing about rain in a com-
munity that on average 
sees between five and ten 
inches [of rain] per year, 
to receive that amount 
in one 12-hour period or 
24-hour period – none 
of these basins were de-
signed to capture that. 
It is maybe a once-in-a-
lifetime type of event. 
According to statistical 
information available 
to engineers, the Christ-
mas Holiday hasn’t seen 
a storm event like this 
in our region since the 
1970s.”

What delays did occur 
were understandable and 
defensible, Molina said, 
given that city staff was 
serving in multiple roles 
during the storm. 

“As access is becom-
ing easier it’s allowed us 
to do more of that reac-
tion [inspections in field 
and work on damage 
assessment],” she said. 
“With the storm still hap-
pening, with water still 
standing and some of the 
streets undrivable, we 
ddin’t send assessment 
taams out in the middle 
of that. A lot of the teams 
we have are wearing 
multiple hats. We are 
managing this with the 
staff we have available.”   

 The city acted 
promptly, decisively and 
properly to the storm, 
Molina said.

 “In response to this 
event, we did declare a 
state of emergency and 
robust storm cleanup has 
been under way across 
the city,” she said. “We 
had people working in 
the city every single 
day. When there is wa-
ter flowing, sometimes 
there’s not a lot of work 
that can be done in those 
moments, but work has 
been happening every 
single day, throughout 
the holidays, throughout 
the weekends. We ap-
preciate hearing from 

residents who have been 
impacted by this event 
because we do want to 
hear those individual 
stories and we want to 
say that. ‘Yes, we are not 
blind to what is happen-
ing in the community.’”

A substantial cross 
section of the city’s resi-
dents were unaccepting 
of Molina’s contentions. 
Her narrative was harmed 
by the manner in which 
she adhered to the script 
of Sanchez’s report, dur-
ing the reading of which 
she stumbled repeatedly, 
which betrayed that she 
had at best an imperfect 
conception of the lay of 
the land of the city she 
oversees. 

Among the water-
drenched landmarks in 
the city she referenced 
was what she referred 
to as the “H-01 drainage 
course.” Molina said, 
“This watershed begins 
near Farmington and 
Coyote Trail and crosses 
the aqueduct and before 
it passes through the ba-
sin at Maple and Musca-
tel, this pipe discharges 
at the basin near Fourth 
Avenue and Mauna Loa.” 

The intersection of 
Farmington Street and 
Coyote Trail is southwest 
of the Maple Avenue and 
Muscatel Street intersec-
tion. The Fourth Avenue 
and Mauna Loa Street 
intersection are northeast 
of the Maple Avenue and 
Muscatel Street intersec-
tion. According to Mo-
lina’s skewed directional 
reckoning, at least as 
she verbally presented it 
on January 6, she places 
the Fourth Avenue and 
Mauna Loa intersection 
southwest of the Maple 
Avenue and Muscatel 
Street intersection. 

Molina on Janaury 6 
betrayed more than her 
geographical disorienta-
tion during her presen-
tation, showing she was 
challenged with regard 
to mathematical calcula-
tions pertaining to the in-
tensity of the rainfall on 
December 24 and 25. 

She repeatedly stated 
that the rain that fell 
on Hesperia over that 
roughly day-and-a-half 
period on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas to have 
exceeded the volume of 
water in a 100-year flood, 
while emphasizing that 
this exceeded the capac-
ity of the city’s existing 
drainage systems.

“A lot of our infra-
structure is constructed 
to withstand a 100 year 
storm event,” she said. 
The implication was 
that the downpour she 
described as somewhere 
between a 500-year flood 
and a 1,000-year flood 
overwhelmed the system 
in place.

Contained within her 
statement was evidence 
that the December 24/25 
storm was nothing ap-
proaching a 100-year 
flood, let alone a 500-
year flood or 1000-year 
flood.  With one of her 
statements, Molina ac-
knowldeged that similar 
flooding had occurred 
in the 1970s. At another 
point, she referred to the 
Christmastime deluge as 
a “once in a lifetime  type 
of event.” The 1970s oc-
curred a half century ago. 
Based upon the reference 
to the storm in the 1970s, 
what occured last month 
was a fifty yeaar storm.  
Using the Biblical life 
span quantification of 
“three score and ten,” it 
was a 70-year storm and 
it would be reasonable 
to expect that a storm of 
the magnitude that oc-
curred over the Christ-
mas hoiday would occur 
not just once in 500 years 
but somewhere between 
seven or eight times and 
somewhere between 14 
and 15 times every thou-
sand years. 

The Hesperia residents 
attending the January 6 
meeting let both the city 
council and Molina know 
they were not buying her 
claim that it was Mother 
Nature and former Gov-
ernor Jerry Brown who 
were to blame for them  
being washed out of their 
homes and unable to 
drive on their streets. 

One reisdent after an-
other came before the 
council to inform the 
council that city staff 
members had failed to do 
their jobs and had failed 
those who lived in the 
city.

Contrary to Molina’s 
after-the-storm claims, 
residents said, the city 
had neglected to carry 
out upkeep of the city’s 
flood control basins 
ahead of time, causing 
them to overflow. 

 Virgina Whelan spoke 
for many when she sug-
gested that it was not 
just city employees who 
were at fault but the 

politicians ultimately in 
charge at City Hall who 
were pursuing the de-
velopmental imperative 
and employing city staff 
members who abide by 
and perpetuate a culture 
in which infrastructure 
goes unbuilt or neglect-
ed so those bankrolling 
the elected officials can 
profit at the community’s 
expense.

“Everybody has been 
failed in Hesperia be-
cause of laziness, lack of 
care,” Whelan said. “You 
are foregetting about us 
You are getting money. 
You’re signing off on all 
of those housing tracts,  
not caring where that ex-
tra water flows because 
you’ve ruined the whole 
natural flow of the wa-
ter. Nobody can tell me 
that I have a river flow-
ing through my yard ev-
ery time it rains. It was 
swift running water. Sev-
eral times I almost got 
knocked off my feet.”

Houses were inundat-
ed with water and the city 
did nothing to prevent it 
ahead of time or while 
it was ongoing, Whelan 
said. “The city manager 
is accountable for that,” 
Whelan said. “She’s in 
control of everything 
that goes on – with pub-
lic works, with the water 
distict. And what about 
the water main? Did that 
really blow? That’s what 
I’ve heard. That’s an on-
going issue because it’s 
happened several times 
at that location. I have 
proof of that because 
I’ve made several calls 
on that before when it ca-
sued a river going down 
Sultana.”

City officials could not 
credibly  say they did not 
know what was coming, 
Whelan said. “It’s a prob-
lem they knew about ev-
ery time it rains,” Whel-
an said. 

It was apparant Mo-
lina is in trouble. 

San Bernardino Coun-
ty Fire Chief Dan Mun-
sey tried to rally to her 
defense.  

“I heard that you were 
going to have a flood 
meeting and I thought I 
should be here to own up 
to some of the responsi-
bility on the responses 
during the flood,” Mun-
sey said. “It is my re-
sponsibility to provide 
fire rescue and EMS 
[emergency medical ser-
vices to your city.  The 

night of the 24th, [there] 
was significant rain. It 
was devastating. I’ll say 
God is good, because no 
one lost their lives. But 
I’ll also say God is dev-
astating in this county 
We are the third-rated 
disaster county in the 
United States. We are go-
ing to see floods over and 
over again in our beauti-
ful deserts. There’s only 
so many dollars in the 
world we have to apply 
to the needed infrastruc-
ture. When we live in this 
desert community where 
can have the amount of 
rain we had the 24th [and] 
the 25th  that comes so 
quickly, it’s hard to keep 
up.”

Munsey said, “I think 
the city did a couple of 
good things: Rachel mak-
ing sure that the council 
declared that disaster 
declaration. That local 
disaster declaration’s go-
ing to bring needed dol-
lars into the city to help 
restore the infrastructure. 
It’s going to suspend 
some of the California 
Environmental Quality 
Act that we have to abide 
by, unfortunately, that 
keeps us from doing our 
job and keeping the citi-
zens safe. It’s going to al-
low us to bypass that.”

Munsey added, “Ra-
chel, I also want to of-
fer the full resources in 
these cleanup efforts. We 
have heavy equipment. 
We have hand crews. We 
are absolutely willing to 
get in the flood control 
basins and even get into 
residents’ houses. If you 
have severe flooding in 
your house,  we want to 
send our hand crews in 
to help you clean that 
mud out and that debriss. 
that’s what your fire de-
partment’s for.”

The city council can-
not openly criticize Moli-
na, since doing so would 
bring its own judgment 
into question. Still, sup-
port for Molina on the 
council or lack thereof at 
present has a degree of 
political import. In No-
vember, Mayor Benning-
ton, who represents the 
city’s District 4, Coun-
cilman Cameron Gregg, 
who represents District 
3 and Councilwoman Al-
lison, who reprsents Dis-
trict 2, are up for reelec-
tion. With a substantial 
element of the city’s elec-
torate less than pleased 
with the way city staff 

reacted to the storm and 
many of those convinced 
it was Molina’s responsi-
bility to coordinate that 
response, standing firmly 
behind the city manager 
could result in any single 
council member or two 
or all three being voted 
out of office. 

On January 6, Gregg 
proved to be the most 
aggressive of the coun-
cil members questioning 
Molina. 

In 2023, Bennington 
was the member of the 
city council as it was then 
composed who was most 
strongly in favor of pro-
moting Molina into the 
city manager’s post. In 
addition, as a former city 
employee, Bennington is 
the council member most 
sympathetic to staff gen-
erally  and elected offi-
cial in Hesperia ready to 
stand up for employees 
and decide issues in their 
favor. That she was, dur-
ing the January 6 meet-
ing, at best lukewarm 
in her defense of staff 
generally and Molina 
specifically, appears as a 
belwether.      

On Janaury 6, District 
5 Councilman Josh Pul-
len, who was first elected 
to the council along with 
Chris Ochoa, represent-
ing District 1 in 2024,    
conveyed that he was 
not swallowing Molina’s 
representations that staff 
had come through the test 
of the December storms 
with flying colors, say-
ing that he yet wanted an 
“after action review” of 
the storm response, such 
that “we take an honest 
look at what we did right 
and what we did wrong.” 
He expressed the view 
that “We’re always quick 
to fund response and re-
covery but we don’t fund 
preparedness.”

While there are no is-
sues that would provide 
the basis to terminate 
Molina with cause, her 
contract, under the terms 
expressed in the contract, 
allows the city, upon 30 
days notice, to terminate 
her without citing cause, 
as long as the termina-
tion takes place at least 
120 days prior to or 120 
days after a city coun-
cil election, whereupon 
Molina would be due a 
severance payout equal 
to six months of her sal-
ary, which at this point is 
equal to $127,308.  


