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Republican Turncoat Wants GT Council Berth

Expurgated Investigation Report Reveals Malignity & Dysfunction At SB’s Top Echelon
By Mark Gutglueck
Over the course of 

the last week, local of-
ficials throughout San 
Bernardino County have 
looked on with aston-
ishment as the mayor 
and city council in San 
Bernardino have served 
up for public consump-
tion an account of the 
unprecedented degree of 
disarray that led up to the 
county seat’s selection of 
a city manager last year. 

Mayor Helen Tran 
was unable to rein in the 

determination of four of 
the council’s members 
to release a redacted re-
port of an investigation 
carried out by Laguna 
Niguel-based JL Group 
LLC into the council’s 
internal functions that 
many insist should not 
have been commissioned 
to begin with. Despite 
editing and expurga-
tion calculated to take 
the edge off what was 
at basis an incomplete 
investigation marred by 
the self-serving input 

of both city employees/
officials and would-be 
employees together with 
city consultants and con-
tractors and the refusal 
of others with informa-
tion crucial to the city’s 
effort to find a perma-
nent replacement for for-
mer City Manager Rob-
ert Field, the executive 
summary and 18 pages 
of 139-page report that 
were released display a 
lack of focus and conti-
nuity on the part of the 
council, counterproduc-

tive bickering and bias 
on the part of the city’s 
consultant members of 
the council were willing 
to overlook or tolerate 
along with an insistence 
on pointless secrecy with 
regard to information 
that had already been 
publicly compromised 
which thereby ultimately 
prevented the hiring of a 
city manager candidate 
six of the city’s decision-
makers had come to a 
consensus to hiring who 
is now threatening to sue 

the city. 
Animus on the part 

of four council members 
and the mayor toward one 
council member in par-
ticular resulted not only 
in the acknowledgement 
that the formerly con-
fidential investigation 
had been commissioned 
and had taken place but 
the release of the report, 
which now in the hands 
of the city manager can-
didate threatening to sue 
the city provides him 
with at least 

Governor Gavin 
Newsom and California 
Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation 
officials are purposefully 
and wrongheadedly mis-
applying the intent of 
2016’s Proposition 66 by 
transferring Death Row 
inmates to prisons ill-
equipped to house them, 
the California Institute 
for Men in particular, 
Chino Mayor Eunice 
Ulloa and Chino Police 
say.

Proposition 66 was 
an alternative measure 
to Proposition 62. While 
Proposition 62 would 
have outright abolished 
the death penalty in 
California, Proposition 
66 was what its spon-
sors touted as a more 
hardnosed yet moderate 
reform of the penal sys-
tem as applied to capital 
punishment in the Gold-
en State. Proposition 66 
called for speeding the 
process of capital trials 
and executions and lim-
iting the challenges to 
death sentences. It aimed 
at doing this by designat-
ing the state’s superior 
courts in each county for 
initial petitions challeng-
ing the application of the 
death penalty in a given 
case, limiting successive 
such petitions, require 
appointed attorneys who 
take noncapital appeals 
to accept death penalty 
appeals, and exempt-
ing prison officials from 
existing regulation pro-
cesses for developing ex-
ecution methods.

The last execution in 
California took place in 
2006 under then-Gov-
ernor Arnold Schwar-
zenegger. Difficulties 
with the administra-

Following an intense 
round of lobbying fea-
turing the filtering of 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to the region’s 
politicians, municipal 
leaders in Apple Valley, 
Hesperia, Victorville 
have joined with San 
Bernardino County of-
ficials in a plan to divert 
trillions of gallons of wa-
ter out of the East Mojave 
Desert to a water district 
in Orange County.

The plan, which was 
hatched by corporate of-
ficer with the Cadiz Wa-
ter Company some four 
decades ago, has under-
gone multiple permuta-
tions and was effectively 
opposed previously by a 
coalition of environmen-
talists, East Mojave resi-
dents and landowners, 
employees of the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and key politicians 
in San Bernardino, Sac-

ramento and Washing-
ton, D.C.  Now, however, 
with the 2023 death of 
Dianne Feinstein, the de-
fections of both current 
and former office hold-
ers who were committed 
project opponents to the 
Cadiz Water Company 
camp upon being hired 
by Cadiz or  plied with 
campaign funding and 
maneuvering by Cadiz 
by which it established 
a mutual water company 

ostensibly to supply East 
Mojave farmers and con-
sumers but which is now 
being altered in the pro-
posal to purvey water to 
users hundreds of miles 
away, the once moribund 
concept of the Cadiz Wa-
ter pipeline appears to be 
undergoing a revival.

With the prospect 
of tens of thousands of 
acre-feet of water being 
drafted from deep in the 
aquifer underlying the 

desert at the extreme east 
end of San Bernardino 
County on a yearly ba-
sis, the likelihood for the 
development of that area 
of the desert will fade 
along with any hope for 
the expansion of the now 
sparse agricultural oper-
ations that have been set 
up there.

In the mid-1980s, Ted 
Dutton, whose major 
claims to fame prior to 
that had con-

The unlicensed gun 
pretext for the arrest of 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty Deputy Christopher 
Bingham, whom pros-
ecutors are alleging led a 
double life as an outlaw 
biker, appeared to fall 
apart this week during 
his preliminary hearing, 
as it was demonstrated 
the firearm was indeed 
licensed.

It now remains to be 

seen whether Judge Al-
exander Martinez will 
rule that allof the evi-
dence against Bigham 
that was collected on 
his premises – extend-
ing to what detectives 
say was an arsenal – as a 
consequence of a search 
warrant based upon his 
arrest and possession of 
the pistol will now be 
excluded from the pro-
ceedings, end-

The woman Repub-
licans are seeking to 
bounce off their county 
central committee for 
her efforts in support 
of Democrats is now 
seeking appointment to 
the Grand Terrace City 
Council.

The city council in 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty’s smallest geographi-
cal city normally entails 
five members. Sylvia 
Robles, who had been on 

the council since 2012, 
previously intended to 
remain in that post until 
the end of her current 
term in December. As 
she and her husband are 
now retired, they intend-
ed to move to a coastal 
city to live out their gold-
en years. They would 
effectuate that shift, 
Robles figured some-
time in 2025. An oppor-
tunity to sell their Grand 
Terrace home and net 

enough money in doing 
so to be able to get into 
what she described as a 
“very nice” residence 
in San Clemente earlier 
this year. To not let that 
chance get away, she and 
her husband sold their 
place in Grand Terrace, 
obligating her to resign 
before she had intended.

The four-man strength 
city council’s effort to fill 
the vacancy with former 
City Council-

The City of Fontana 
and its city council in 
particular were blasted 
for their use of Orwellian 
language recently as they 
sought to avoid the nega-
tive connotations associ-
ated with the intensive 
warehouse development 
that has occurred in the 
city over the past de-
cade-and-a-half.

In the time since Ac-
quanetta Warren was 
elected Fontana mayor 

in 2010, the city has been 
so aggressive in building 
warehouses that she has 
come to be known by 
those who both oppose 
and favor warehouse 
development as “Ware-
house Warren.” Fon-
tana’s favoring of that 
land use has occurred 
in the larger context of 
a general accommoda-
tion of logistics facilities 
within the Inland Em-
pire and San Bernardino 

County, located as they 
are along the 10, 210 
and 215 freeways and 
the Union Pacific/Santa 
Fe/Burlington Northern 
railroad line. Indeed, 
Southern California 
involves large port fa-
cilities in San Pedro and 
Long Beach that land 
massive amounts of mer-
chandise from manufac-
turers in Asia brought 
across the Pacific Ocean 
by ship.

There are more than 
940 million square feet 
of warehousing in San 
Bernardino and River-
side counties at present, 
with more being built. 
That includes 3,034 
warehouses in San Ber-
nardino County. In On-
tario alone, there are 289 
warehouses larger than 
100,000 square feet. 
Reportedly, there are 
142 warehouses in Fon-
tana larger than 100,000 

square feet. In Chino 
there are 118 warehous-
es larger than 100,000 
square feet, 109 larger 
than 100,000 square feet 
in Rancho Cucamon-
ga and 75 larger than 
100,000 square feet in 
San Bernardino. Since 
2015, 26 warehouse proj-
ect applications have 
been processed and ap-
proved by the City of San 
Bernardino, entailing 
acreage under 
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some ammunition to 
shore up his somewhat 
dubious claim that he is 
owed $2.2 million be-
cause the city did not 
hire him. 

What is perhaps the 
sole silver lining in the 
entire debacle is the re-
port falls far short of sub-
stantiating, despite some 
internal suggestions to 
the contrary, the claim-
ant’s contention in his 
assertion that he is owed 
$2.2 million that he was 
discriminated against in 
San Bernardino because 
he is white.

As significant in the 
matter is information 
that was either covered 
or not covered in the 

860 hours during any 
municipal year, running 
from July 1 through June 
30. Therefore, McNeely, 
who came back to San 
Bernardino in January 
2023, was eligible, es-
sentially, to serve as city 
manager through until 
the end of June 2023 and 
then remain in the act-
ing city manager’s ca-
pacity until December 
2023 while the city con-
ducted what the mayor 
and all of the council’s 
members hoped would 
be a comprehensive re-
cruitment and candidate 
examination process to 
find a municipal man-
agement professional 
with the skill and experi-
ence needed to oversee a 
city of San Bernardino’s 
size and complexity, one 
whose personality would 
mesh with the eight 
sometimes temperamen-
tal individuals who hold 
the positions of mayor 
and council.  There was 
confidence that in the 
nearly one-year span that 
McNeeley would remain 
in place, that goal would 
be accomplished. 

Of note is that at dif-
ferent times, virtually 
every member of the city 
council adopted, at least 
momentarily, the belief 
that the city need look 
no further than McNeely 
to fill the city manager’s 
post on a permanent ba-
sis. That eventuality was 
not realized as a conse-
quence of an evolving set 
of what were essentially 
artificial and changing 
restrictions and events. 
Initially, because of his 
retirement status and 
participation in the Cali-
fornia Public Employees 
Retirement System, Mc-
Neely was not himself 
interested in coming out 
of retirement and tak-
ing on the job on a long-
term basis. Similarly, it 
was the attitude of the 
most recent additions to 
the city council – Ben 
Reynoso, who had ar-
rived on the council dais 
in 2020, and Kimberly 
Calvin, who too had 
taken office in 2020, and 
Damon Alexander, who 
had also stepped onto 
the council in 2020 – and 
Tran, who had come into 
the mayoralty in 2022, 
that whosoever should 
serve as the city’s inter-
im city manager should 
not be hired as the full-
fledged city manager. 

Councilman Fred Sho-
rett, the only member 
of the current council 
who had been on the city 
council in the 2009-to-
2012 timeframe while 
McNeely had previously 
been city manager, had 
been instrumental in 
reaching out to the re-
tired McNeely and talk-
ing him into temporarily 
replacing Field. He need-
ed, at that time, no con-
vincing that McNeely 
could serve as city man-
ager. Nor were council 
members Ted Sanchez 
and Sandra Ibarra averse 
to McNeely perhaps 
coming back as city 
manager.

McNeely took on the 
interim city manager’s 
post in January 2023, re-
acclimating himself for a 
week, and then departed 
on a three-week vacation 
which he and his wife, 
Rosalind, had planned 

qualified to manage the 
city that the city coun-
cil could choose among 
from to at last hire a top 
municipal manager.

Shortly thereafter, 
McNeely, having gotten 
back into the municipal 
management game af-
ter so many years, had 
warmed to the idea of 
coming out of retire-
ment, indicating he 
might consider applying 
for the job himself or ac-
cepting, if the council 
was willing to offer it, 
the post for at least two 
more years, at which 
point he would eclipse 
his 73rd birthday, or, de-
pending on how things 
went, for four years, at 
which point he would re-
tire for the second time, 
at the age of 75. His wife, 
Rosalind, was willing to 
relocate, at least tempo-
rarily, from Escondido 
to San Bernardino, so 
McNeeley could take on 
the job. 

Tran, conscious that 
her mayoralty would be 
judged by the efficiency 
of city operations dur-
ing her watch and her 
ability to make a show-
ing of a break with the 
course of the city during 
Valdivia’s time in office 
and the way in which 
things were run under 
Field, was willing to go 
with hiring McNeeley 
on a two-year contract 
with an option to renew 
it for another two-years 
at that point. In fact, the 
votes to hire McNeeley, 
who had long served 13 
years in the capacity of 
Reno city manager and 
prior to that had been the 
city manager of Seaside 
and assistant city man-
ager of Palo Alto, at that 
point existed – Tran’s, 
Sanchez’s, Ibarra’s, 
Figueroa’s and Shorett’s. 
The hold up consisted 
of the earlier rather ill-
advised commitment 
not to offer the job to 
an individual brought in 
as the interim manager, 
the consideration that 
the city had just con-
tracted with Koff and 
Associates/Gallagher 
Benefit Services to carry 
out a recruitment and 
the council’s desire to 
come to an overwhelm-
ing consensus, prefer-
ably a unanimous 8-to-0 
agreement, on the choice 
of who should serve as 
city manager. Somewhat 
ironically at that point, it 

would prove out later, it 
was the council’s three 
African-American mem-
bers – Damon Alexan-
der, Kimberly Calvin 
and Ben Reynoso – who 
yet needed to be fully 
sold on McNeely, him-
self an African Ameri-

of managerial talent in-
terested in coming to San 
Bernardino, the attitude 
on the council began to 
shift. Whereas before 
Tran, Sanchez, Ibarra, 
Figueroa and Shorett had 
been amenable to work-
ing on a long-term basis 
with McNeeley, the pre-
sentation of other poten-
tial candidates and per-
haps developments with 
regard to certain city 
issues in the interven-
ing months, those five 
moved to the conclusion 
that they should pursue 
getting a contract with 
one of the top-ranked ap-
plicants for the post rath-
er than sign off on hiring 
the 71-year-old McNeely, 
whose longevity or lack 
thereof in the position 
would mean the city in a 
few years would again be 
looking for another city 
manager. In contrast, 
Alexander, Calvin and 
Reynoso, having gotten 
to know McNeeley over 
the previous five months, 
had come around to 
thinking that the city 
would not be likely to 
much better than keep-
ing him in place for as 
long as it could and, in-
deed, might end up doing 
much worse. In the span 
of a few brief months, 
the entirety of the coun-
cil had moved into polar 
opposite positions from 
those they had started 
from with regard to Mc-
Neeley.

Of note, a factor in 
Mayor Tran’s transi-
tion was her hope that 
she might persuade the 
members of the council 
to hire David Carmany, 
who had been the city 
manager of West Covina 
while she was employed 

course of the investiga-
tion and therefore was 
contained or not con-
tained in the more-than-
100-page report. For the 
public at large, knowing 
all that was contained in 
the full report is well-
nigh impossible, as only 
18 pages of the report 
was released. 

In December 2022, 
less than a month after 
Helen Tran’s election as 
San Bernardino mayor, 
then-San Bernardino 
City Manager Robert 
Field, throughout whose 
tenure in that position 
had been aligned with 
then-Mayor John Valdiv-
ia, chose to resign. The 
city turned to former 
City Manager Charles 
McNeeley to serve in an 
interim capacity as act-
ing city manager while 
an effort to find a re-
placement for Field was 
carried out. McNeeley 
who was retired and 
participating in the Cali-
fornia Public Employees 
Retirement System, was 
by that system’s bylaws 
unable to work for a pub-
lic agency for more than 

months in advance. In 
the weeks after his return 
in early February, Coun-
cilman Juan Figueroa 
acquainted himself with 
McNeely and was im-
pressed enough with his 
performance to come to 
believe that it was unfor-
tunate that he could not 
remain as city manager 
beyond December 2023. 
McNeeley at that point 
saw his function as two 
simple roles: the immedi-
ate assignment of seeing 
to it that the city func-
tioned smoothly day-to-
day and week-to-week 
and one longer-term as-
signment of assisting 
the city council in mak-
ing a determination as to 
who was to succeed him 
in the long-term role of 
city manager. In March, 
at his recommendation, 
the city council chose 
the Berkeley-based firm 
of Koff & Associates, 
also known as Gallagher 
Benefit Services, to car-
ry out a recruitment of 
city manager candidates, 
their vetting and evalu-
ation and a winnowing 
of that field to a set of fi-
nalists determined to be 

can.
There were more than 

60 applicants for the San 
Bernardino city manager 
post, which Koff and 
Associates evaluated, 
winnowing the field. Im-
mediately deeming some 
of those who applied as 
weak, inadequately ex-
perienced or otherwise 
ineligible or unqualified, 
Koff and Associates re-
searched, more closely 
examined or investi-
gated the others who 
held promise, although 
one candidate with im-
pressive credentials was 
moved out of the running 
through a decision by 
Koff and Associates be-
cause the company con-
sidered him to be an ideal 
city manager for another 
city it was recruiting for. 
By June there were no 
fewer than 18 applicants 
deemed worthy of be-
ing moved into a second 
phase of consideration, 
ones who were subjected 
to an even more inten-
sive evaluation process. 
With the calendar’s tran-
sition to summer, and 
the council having had a 
chance to see the quality 

Charles McNeely
Helen Tran Fred Shorett
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ing any viability of the 
case against him.

Christopher Bing-
ham, who enlisted in 
the U.S. Marines at the 
age of 19 in 1998, serv-
ing with distinction 
until he was honorably 
discharged one day less 
than four years later in 
2002, hired on with the 
San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department in 
2005.

In 2015, just around 
the time of his son’s first 
birthday, Bingham reg-
istered O’Three Tacti-
cal, a limited liability 
company in which he 
was the sole owner with 
California Secretary of 
State. Located at 73749 
29 Palms Highway in 
Twentynine Palms,

O’Three Tactical was 
a gun shop, one that dealt 
in standard firearm sales 
as well as obtaining for 
its customers specialized 
equipment and hardware 
prized by gun aficiona-
dos, particularly ones 
looking to replicate the 
actuality or mystique of 
military firepower.

The gun shop was 

contained within a shop 
next to a Mexican res-
taurant east of Adobe 
Road in the downtown 
section of Twentynine 
Palms on Highway 62, 
also known at that point 
as 29 Palms Highway.

As a consequence of 
Bingham’s military ex-
perience and his immer-
sion in the macho world 
of motoring in the desert 
on both dirt bikes and 
dunebuggies, together 
with his affinity for guns 
and weaponry, O’Three 
Tactical found a niche in 
a place where both cur-
rent and former military 
personnel lived and con-
gregated.

O’Three Tactical, 
was normally manned 
by one of four different 
employees, all of whom 
were current or former 
military personnel or 
law enforcment officers. 
On some normal busi-
ness days after he had 
finished his daytime 
shift with the sheriff’s 
department patrolling 
the Morongo Valley and 
occasionally on his days 
off, Bingham was behind 
the counter at O’Three 
Tactical.

Bingham and O’Three 
Tactical became known 
for the ability to track 
down for and deliver to 
its customers specialized 
firearms, as well as for 
providing servicing and 
augmenting equipment 

to those products, along 
with, as the shop’s name 
implied, all order of 
tactical gear, including 
knives, bulletproof wear 
and helmets, ammuni-
tion, magazines, car-
tridges, powders, prim-
ers, sights and scopes 
and all order of other ac-
cessories.

O’Three Tactical 
dealt, legally insofar 
as the sheriff’s depart-
ment certified, in some 
weaponry and equip-
ment that was banned or 
outlawed in California, 
such as certain types of 
firearms, silencers and 
explosive devices that in 
some other states can be 
purchased or possessed 
legally.

Bingham maintained, 
however, and the sher-
iff’s department’s ca-
sual acceptance seemed 
to confirm, that such 
items were being sold, 
as Bingham stated more 
than once, to “individual 
California law enforce-
ment officers properly li-
censed and permitted to 
carry them or out of state 
buyers.” His shop also 
engaged in gunsmith-
ing, making firearms to 
order, and legal firearm 
adaptations.

His second job as a 
gun shop owner brought 
him into contact with 
a subset of the not just 
the Morongo Basin’s 
population, but many 

people from outside the 
area who traveled hun-
dreds of miles and oc-
casionally from outside 
of California to look at, 
examine and buy the of-
tentimes exotic models 
of firearms he had ob-
tained.

Bingham fastidiously 
adhered to the law with 
regard to regulations 
about whom guns can be 
sold to. One report held 
that he had a policy of 
asking anyone who came 
into O’Three Tactical 
smelling of marijuana 
to leave. At one point, 
in 2019, the sheriff’s de-
partment’s internal af-
fairs division, referred 
to as professional stan-
dards, initiated an inves-
tigation into Bingham 
when it was alleged that 
he was improperly using 
the CLETS – California 
Law Enforcement Tele-
communications System 
– the data base avail-
able to California law 
enforcement agencies 
that, among other things, 
catalogs the arrest histo-
ries and criminal con-
victions of the state’s 
residents. The resolution 
of that  investigation is 
shrouded in mystery and 
intrigue, however. No 
criminal action was filed 
against Bingham, who 
was eventually relieved 
of his assignment as a 
patrol deputy and was 
instead given custodial 

duty over inmates with-
in the department’s jail 
system. It remains un-
clear whether Bingham 
delving into whether he 
could make gun sales 
to certain individu-
als seeking to purchase 
firearms whom he had 
legitimate grounds to 
believe might actually 
be felons who could not 
legally purchase, own 
or possess firearms as 
a consequence of their 
convictions was illegal,  
improper or a violation 
of department policy. 
An argument could be 
made that by utilizing 
the CLETS database to 
prevent arms from fall-
ing into the hands of 
criminals, Bingham was 
furthering a law enforce-
ment purpose.

Existing as he did at 
the confluence of law en-
forcement, those steeped 
in a lifestyle involving 
gunnery, motorcycling 
and desertry, Bingham 
found himself positioned 
to serve as both an active 
and passive receptor of 
information potentially 
and actually of value to 
the sheriff’s department. 
San Bernardino County, 
specifically Fontana, is 
the birthplace of two 
so-called outlaw motor-
cycle clubs: the Hells 
Angels and Devils Dis-
ciples, founded in 1948 
and 1967, respectively. 
By the late 1970s, a bit-

ter territorial dispute 
had broken out between 
the Hells Angels and 
the Mongols, another 
outlaw motorcycle gang 
founded in Montebello 
in 1969. Though both the 
more numerous Hells 
Angels and the Mongols 
had chapters worldwide, 
the Hells Angels made 
more substantial inroads 
elsewhere in Califor-
nia, particularly in the 
Bay Area than did the 
Mongols, whose pri-
mary stomping grounds 
remained in Southern 
California. After their 
turf war devolved into 
murderous violence in 
the 1980s and 1990s, a 
truce was brokered in 
the early 2000s by which 
the Hells Angels were 
given virtual exclusivity 
in Central and Northern 
California and they ced-
ed Southern California, 
with the exception of the 
Fontana/Rialto/San Ber-
nardino/Riverside area 
to the Mongols.

 The involvement of 
both the hells Angels and 
the Mongols in a host of 
illicit activities, includ-
ing murder, conspiracy, 
racketeering, extortion, 
kidnapping, drug deal-
ing, money laundering, 
robbery, burglary and 
the like is legendary. 
The leaders and a sig-
nificant portion of the 
membership of both or-

man Jim Miller failed 
last month when Miller, 
for health consider-
ations, declined the offer. 
He council opened the 
field up for applicants.

Those applying in-
clude Ken Stewart, a 
public health profession-
al; Ronald Perez, a grant 
manager for Colton Joint 
Unified School District; 
Vincent Jared Rasso, 
an organizer with Cam-
paign for College Op-
portunity; and Michelle 
Sabino, a speech thera-
pist.

Sabino has two other 
claims to fame or claims 
to political prominence. 
She is a member of the 

San Bernardino Coun-
ty Republican Central 
Committee and is a pri-
mary functionary within 
the Inland Empire Busi-
ness Alliance Political 
Action Committee.

According to a good 
number of her col-
leagues within the cen-
tral committee, however, 
there is a pointed conflict 
between those two latter 
roles. Moreover, that she 
is seeking a berth on the 
city council in Grand 
Terrace, a city contigu-
ous to San Bernardino, 
where she and the Inland 
Empire business alliance 
Political Action Com-
mittee are involved in 
promoting Democrats, 
is too much for them to 
take. They want to make 
sure that an opportunity 
for her to hold office in 
Grand Terrace is fore-
closed to her and see to it 
that she is booted out of 
the Republican Central 
Committee as well.

By law under the Cal-
ifornia Elections code, 
local offices are nonpar-
tisan in nature. It is only 
state and federal con-
tests where candidates 
are identified by party 
in California. Neverthe-
less, in San Bernardino 
County, party affiliation 
is a key consideration 
in any competition for 
elective office. While 
California is a decidedly 
Democrat stronghold, 
with state and federal 
officeholders outnum-
bering Republicans by a 
supermajority margin of 
two-to one from the Or-
egon border to the north 
to the Mexican border to 
the south and from the 
boundaries with Nevada 
and Arizona to the east 
and the Pacific Ocean to 
the west, San Bernardi-
no County is one of the 
last bastions of the GOP 
in the Golden State. De-
spite Democrats having 
eclipsed Republicans in 

San Bernardino County 
in terms of the number of 
registered voters fifteen 
years ago, Republicans 
still hold the upper hand 
in the 20,105-square 
mile county, with nearly 
equal numbers of state 
and federal legislators 
from both parties, six-
teen of the county’s 24 
municipalities having 
more Republicans on 
their respective councils 
than Democrats and four 
of the five members of 
the county board of su-
pervisors being Repub-
licans.

That Sabino is regis-
tered as a Republican is 
of no little consequence. 
And she is, or claims to 
be, a passionate Repub-
lican. Not only is she a 
member of the county 
central committee, she 
was elevated to the po-
sition of Third District 
representative on the 
cental committee’s ex-
ecutive board by Repub-

lican Central Committee 
Chairman Phil Cothran, 
Sr.

For the last two 
months, however, Re-
publican stalwarts in 
the central committee 
have gunning for her to 
be removed from the ex-
ecutive board and ousted 
from committee as well.  
Sabino’s political ac-
tivities extend to being 
a board member of the 
Inland Empire Business 
Alliance Political Ac-
tion Committee. In that 
organization, she is play-
ing a role – a major one 
it is said – in ascertain-
ing whom the political 
action committee will 
support in the upcoming 
November election.

While the Inland Em-
pire Business Alliance 
Political Action Com-
mittee has in the past 
established a pattern of 
endorsing more Repub-
licans than Democrats, it 
has on occasion endorsed 

Democrats and provided 
them with money. In 
some cases, the percep-
tion is that those Demo-
crats would have lost if it 
had not been for the gen-
erosity of the Inland em-
pire Business Alliance 
and its political action 
committee arm.

Most recently, in the 
March 5 primary race, 
the Inland Empire Busi-
ness Alliance Political 
Action Committee came 
across with support for 
two Republicans – Ovi 
Popescu and Rhodes 
“Dusty” Rigsby – in 
their electoral efforts 
for the Loma Linda City 
Council. They were suc-
cessful.

Still, the Inland Em-
pire Business Alliance 
is supporting a hand-
ful Democrats. One of 
those Democrats is Kim 
Knaus, who is vying for 
the city council in San 
Bernardino in the Fifth 
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there as that city’s hu-
man resources director 
prior to her election as 
mayor. Tran, who had 
previously worked for 
the City of San Bernardi-
no, had risen to the posi-
tion of human resources 
director. She had depart-
ed for West Covina after 
her predecessor as may-
or, John Valdivia, had 
entangled himself and 
the city in no fewer than 
eight lawsuits relating to 
what were alleged to be 
wrongful or constructive 
firings of city employ-
ees as well as abusive 
treatment or exploitation 
of other city employ-
ees. Some of those suits 
suggested that Tran, as 
San Bernardino’s hu-
man resources director 
at that time, had shrunk 
from protecting those 
employees in the face 
of Valdivia’s depreda-
tions. Carmany, by hir-
ing Tran in November 
2019, shortly after he 
became city manager of 
West Covina, allowed 
Tran to maintain conti-
nuity in her employment 
history and not suffer 
as a consequence of her 
name being associated 
with Valdivia’s and the 
perception that she was 
involved with him in his 
misfeasance and malfea-
sance. As it would turn 
out, however, Tran was 
not able to get a majority 
of the council, let alone 
all of the council, to se-
riously consider hiring 
Carmany.

Koff and Associates 
first hiring recommen-
dation, which was given 
serious consideration by 
the city council in July, 
was Harry Black, the 
city manager of Stock-
ton since 2020. Prior to 
holding that post, Black, 
was the city manager 
in Cincinnati, Ohio and 
prior to that the finance 
director of Baltimore, 
Maryland. In addition, 
Black, an African Amer-
ican, was a senior aide 
to Richmond, Virginia 
Mayor L. Douglas Wild-
er, the former governor 
of Virginia. 

A 1985 graduate of 
the University of Virgin-
ia, Black went to work 
for the New York Transit 
Authority and then the 
New York City’s May-
or’s Office Department 
of Contracts. Though he 
had successive degrees 
in public administration, 
he had no formal educa-
tion in finance, Black 
was able to transition 
into his next job as as-
sistant director of invest-
ments for the New York 
State Insurance Fund.

In 1995, he moved to 
Washington, D.C., and 
served in four capaci-

2018 and moved to Cali-
fornia in 2020 to take the 
job in Stockton. 

The San Bernardi-
no City Council first 
reached a 6-to-2 con-
sensus to hire Black this 
summer and that vote 
moved to 7-to-1, with 
Councilman Fred Sho-
rett the lone holdout, af-
ter Mayor Tran gave up 
on her effort to see Car-
many get the job. 

There is a lack of clar-
ity as to why the city 
did not hire Black, with 
conflicting versions of 
events, including that 
which is contained in 
the report of JL Group 
LLC’s investigation.  

One issue that might 
have prompted some 
concern on Shorett’s part 
with regard to Black’s 
suitability in San Ber-
nardino  that might have 
spread to some of Sho-
rett’s colleagues was 
what has been described 
as Black’s “sometimes 
volatile personality” and 
public feuds he engaged 
in with Cincinnati May-
or John Cranley before 
Black left the employ of 
the Ohio city in 2018 as 
well as with members 
of the Richmond City 
Council, who ultimately 
blocked Mayor Wilder’s 
effort to promote Black 
into the position of Rich-
mond’s chief administra-
tive officer. 

There is a suggestion 
that someone from San 
Bernardino went out-
side of the channels es-
tablished through Koff 
and Associates to ob-
tain information about 
Black from the City of 
Stockton out of concern 
that San Bernardino city 
officials were not get-
ting the “straight scoop” 
on Black from Koff and 
Associates, which some 
suspected was holding 
out information relat-
ing to other more highly 
qualified candidates be-
cause the company was 
seeking to place those 
applicants with other 
cities that were relying 
upon it to invite, vet and 
recommend top admin-
istrators for them. 

Though the JL Group 
LLC investigation re-
port refers to several of 
the involved individu-
als who were considered 
witnesses and were as-
signed coded references 
using assigned letters, 

the Sentinel has been 
able, through its knowl-
edge of the goings-on 
at San Bernardino City 
over the last year, deduc-
tion, inference and the 
process of elimination, 
to identify who those 
participants are. 

According to the JL 
Group LLC investiga-
tion report, an individual 
identified as “Witness 
B” made “selections for 
the top ten candidates” 
for the city manager’s 
post. 

The Sentinel has iden-
tified Witness B as Frank 
Rojas of Koff and Asso-

ate the candidates,” ac-
cording to the edited ver-
sion of the report. “This 
first round of ratings 
was conducted without 
prior knowledge among 
council members about 
the scoring process, re-
ducing the potential for 
manipulation. Following 
the Zoom interviews, 
Witness A, Witness BB, 
and Witness D emerged 
as finalists.”

The Sentinel has iden-
tified Witness A as then-
Salinas City Manager 
Steve Carrigan, Witness 
BB as former Avondale, 
Arizona City Manager 
and now-San Bernardino 
City Manager Charles 
Montoya and Witness D 
as Stockton City Man-
ager Harry Black. 

The investigative re-
port continues, “How-
ever, some council mem-
bers expressed concerns 
that Witness D [Black] 
seemed ‘coached’ before 
his second interview, as 
he addressed previously 
mentioned shortcomings 
which were only dis-
cussed in a closed session 
meeting after the initial 
Zoom interview on Au-
gust 8, 2023. During the 
second round of matrix 
ratings, suspicions arose 
among council members 
that some were using the 
scoring system to create 
a distinct separation be-
tween Witness D [Black] 
and Witness A [Carri-
gan]. Notably, council 
members who ranked 
Witness D [Black] as 
their top choice tended 
to rank Witness A [Car-
rigan] the lowest, while 
those favoring Witness 
A as their first choice 
often placed Witness D 
as their second. This pat-
tern led to a one-point 
difference between Wit-
ness A and Witness D in 
the final scoring.”

Information provided 
to the Sentinel calls into 
question the accuracy of 
the timeline in the edited 
and expurgated version 
of the report of the JL 
Group LLC investiga-
tion, which gives the 
impression that Black 
and Carrigan were be-
ing considered by the 
council in the same 
timeframe. In actuality, 
according to individu-
als with knowledge of 
the recruitment process 
as well as statements by 
Carrigan himself, Carri-

gan’s application for the 
San Bernardino job and 
the council’s consider-
ation of his candidacy 
came after the council 
had been informed of 
Black’s application, had 
given close scrutiny to 
Black and his qualifi-
cations and had come 
away, generally, with a 
very favorable impres-
sion of him. 

According to the edit-
ed report of the JL Group 
LLC investigation, there 
were “subsequent infor-
mation leaks” that took 
place during the “con-
tract negotiation phase.” 

ties over four years in 
the District of Columbia 
government, including a 
position with the District 
of Columbia Child and 
Family Services Agency, 
as deputy chief of pro-
curement, the director of 
budget and finance and 
chief financial officer 
and director of adminis-
tration for the Council of 
the District of Columbia. 
In 2000, he became a 
vice president of McK-
issack & McKissack, an 
architectural and engi-
neering firm, coordinat-
ing governmental con-
tracts for the firm. 

In 2003, he was hired 
by Richmond, Virgin-
ia Mayor L. Douglas 
Wilder, Mayor Wilder, 
a former governor of 
Virginia, to serve as the 
city’s chief financial of-
ficer and Wilder’s his 
senior aide and advi-
sor. He was made act-
ing chief administrative 
officer of Richmond but 
was blocked from acced-
ing to the actual chief 
administrative officer 
of the city, after which 
he left Richmond and 
joined a firm owned by 
his wife, Sheryl Black, 
Global Commerce Solu-
tions, as vice president 
and chief operating offi-
cer. He was with Global 
Commerce when he was 
hired as Cincinnati city 
manager in 2014. 

He left Cincinnati in 

ciates.  
“In addition to the 

goal of sourcing a di-
verse pool of applicants, 
Witness B [Rojas] ex-
plained that he crafted 
his presentation of the 
top ten candidates based 
on a combination of their 
credentials, alignment 
with the San Bernardino 
Council's preferences, 
and insights gained from 
pre-interviews,” accord-
ing to JL Group LLC’s 
narrative encapsulating 
its investigation. “This 
comprehensive approach 
aimed to present candi-
dates who not only met 
the necessary qualifica-
tions but also resonated 
with the specific expec-
tations and priorities 
outlined by the San Ber-
nardino Council.”

 The JL Group LLC 
report of the investiga-
tion offers the interpre-
tation that “The list of 
candidates appeared to 
be fair and balanced.”

In further describ-
ing Koff and Associates’ 
evaluation of the inter-
view process and the 
selection of finalists, the 
JL Group LLC report al-
ludes to the city council 
interviewing several of 
the candidates via the 
remote meeting program 
Zoom.

“After the initial 
Zoom interviews, the 
city council employed a 
scoring matrix to evalu-

According to the JL 
Group LLC’s narrative, 
“The significant discord 
within the council be-
came pronounced when 
Witness D [Black] and 
Witness A [Carrigan] 
were chosen as the final 
two candidates. Despite 
Witness D being the 
5-3 favorite in the vote, 
Councilmember Reyno-
so sensed sabotage when 
a list of ‘demands’ pre-
sented by Witness B 
[Rojas] , including a sur-
prisingly high financial 
figure, raised concerns 
even amongst his sup-
porters. Witness E right-
ly halted the discussion 
as it had not been agen-
dized.”

While the Sentinel 
cannot say with full con-
fidence, Witness E ap-
pears to be Mayor Tran.

The narrative contin-
ues, “It was then decided 
to obtain the ‘demands’ 
or ‘deal points’ from 
Witness A [Carrigan] so 
the council could con-
duct a side-by-side re-
view of both candidate 
requests. Three days 
later, the council recon-
vened to compare both 
candidates’ demands us-
ing a side-by-side graph 
constructed by Witness 
E. During this meeting, 
[the] council decided 
to extend offers to both 
candidates, with Witness 
A [Carrigan] receiving a 

Harry Black Frank Rojas
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tion of the lethal injec-
tion in which physicians 
opined that instead of 
being rendered uncon-
scious by the sedatives 
administered prior to 
the introduction of the 
final lethal toxin, indi-
viduals executed were 
made to suffer in the sev-
eral minutes before they 
succumbed, which was 
deemed a violation of 
the constitutional prohi-
bition of “cruel and un-
usual” punishment. The 
Schwarzenegger admin-
istration, while seeking 
to resolve this issue to 
allow further executions 
to take place, did not 
succeed. The subsequent 
Jerry Brown Adminis-
tration did not actively 
pursue executions.

Proposition 66 sought 
to eliminate the obstruc-
tion to the death penalty 
by prescribing a choice 
of four barbiturates for 
lethal injection: amo-
barbital, pentobarbital, 
secobarbital and thio-
pental. Proposition also 
allowed those sentenced 
to death to work, with 
70 percent of their pay 
to go toward restitution 
to their victims, insofar 
as they were housed in 
an institution providing 
a level of security to pre-
vent them from harming 
other inmates or escap-
ing. The proposition 
authorized the state to 
house death row inmates 
in any prison, rather than 
the one death row prison 
for men and one death 
row prison for women.

Shortly after taking 
office, Governor Gavin 
Newsom enunciated his 
stand on the death pen-
alty.

“The intentional kill-
ing of another person is 
wrong and as Governor, 
I will not oversee the ex-
ecution of any individu-
al,” said Newsom. “Our 
death penalty system has 
been, by all measures, a 
failure. It has discrimi-
nated against defen-
dants who are mentally 
ill, black and brown, or 
can’t afford expensive 
legal representation. It 

has provided no public 
safety benefit or value as 
a deterrent. It has wast-
ed billions of taxpayer 
dollars. Most of all, the 
death penalty is abso-
lute. It’s irreversible and 
irreparable in the event 
of human error.”

In January 2020, as 
Newsom was approach-
ing his one-year anni-
versary as governor, the 
California Department 
of Corrections and Re-
habilitation initiated a 
pilot plan which involved 
transferring 104 inmates 
off of Death Row to oth-
er high-security prisons 
over a two-year period. 
Officials say there were 
no untoward incidents 
involving those prison-
ers being placed into the 
general population. 

In addition to impos-
ing a moratorium on 
executions, Newsom by 
executive order closed 
and dismantled the only 
place where executions 
in California had taken 
place for decades, the 
death chamber at San 
Quentin, which had only 
recently been redesigned 
and restructured at a cost 
of $853,000. 

As a matter of course, 
the Newsom Adminis-
tration has pursued the 
elimination of the state’s 
two Death Rows – the 
inner high-security por-
tion of San Quentin 
where 650 condemned 
men were housed and the 
housing unit within the 
Chowchilla Prison where 
the 21 women consigned 
to death are kept.

In doing so, New-
som’s critics point out, 
he has seized on Propo-
sition 66 to selectively 
apply aspects of what is 
contained in Proposition 
66 where it lines up with 
his personal philosophy 
and is ignoring the other 
elements of the proposi-
tion.

On February 26, the 
first transfers began. 
Since that time 189 in-
mates at San Quentin 
who were sentenced 
to death and 20 from 
the women’s facility in 

Chowchilla have been 
sent to other prisons un-
der the transfer program.

According to the state, 
condemned inmates are 
being transferred only to 
prisons with electrified 
fences, and their death 
sentences remain in 
force, such that a future 
governor could consent 
to their execution. In 
the meantime, however, 
they remain subject to 
the current governor’s 
moratorium against 
state-sponsored capital 
punishment. Though 
Newsom’s final term in 
office as governor is to 
come to a close in 2027, 
the former Death Row 
inmates are to remain 
in “closed custody” 
within the institutions 
they are being sent to for 
at least five years, with 
their activities and be-
havior being monitored 
and the effectiveness of 
the programs they are 
participating in being 
measured. Any work as-
signments they take on 
will last from two hours 
prior to sunrise until 
sundown. The trans-
fers of the remaining 
461 prisoners on Death 
Row at San Quentin 
will take place in grad-
ual increments and will 
be concluded no later 
than September 1. As of 
yesterday, Wednesday, 
April 17, 26 condemned 
inmates were housed at 
the California Institu-
tion of Men in Chino. It 
is unclear whether there 
will be more Death Row 
inmates sent to Chino. 

According to the 
California Department 
of Corrections and Re-
habilitation, the Con-
demned Inmate Transfer 
Program “will be carried 
out in accordance with 
Proposition 66 and with 
transparency.” 

That is not the case, 
said Chino municipal 
officials, who said they 
were blindsided by the 
state’s action. They say 
they were not given any 
warning about the Death 
Row inmates being 
transferred to Chino un-
til it was about to occur.

“I am alarmed that 
the Department of Cor-
rections is transferring 
these dangerous inmates 
to one of the oldest pris-
ons in the state,” Mayor 
Eunice Ulloa said in a 
news release. “The De-

partment of Corrections 
needs to immediately 
remove these horrifically 
violent offenders from 
CIM and house them in 
a prison that is capable 
of confining people who 
are sentenced to death.”

Chino officials refer-
enced multiple previous 
registrations of local 
governments’ concerns 
over conditions, secu-
rity and safety issues at 
the California Institution 
for Men, well before the 
transfer of 26 convicted 
murderers to the prison. 

One of those was a 
lawsuit filed in June 
2019 by San Bernardi-
no County, the City of 
Chino, the City of Chino 
Hills and the Chino Val-
ley Independent Fire 
District jointly against 
the California Depart-
ment of Corrections 
over the state’s failure to 
properly take into con-
sideration potential se-
curity and public safety 
factors when concerns 
when it approved plans 
to construct a 50-bed, 
48,000-square-foot men-
tal health care facility 
within the California In-
stitution for Men. While 
a judged ruled in favor 
of the plaintiffs, finding 
merit to the assertion 
that the project’s envi-
ronmental impact report 
inadequately delineated 
existing and future con-
ditions within the prison 
as well as the intended 
improvements and made 
less than acceptable de-
scription of the project’s 
impacts and steps to off-
set them, the California 
Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation 
deftly sidestepped the le-
gal challenge by a simple 
revision of the environ-
mental impact report.

A second protesta-
tion was a demand is-
sued to the California 
Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation 
by Chino officials in 
response to shortcom-
ings with regard to the 
prison’s physical plant 
highlighted in a 2008 
report of the State Office 
of the Inspector General 
and a companion audit. 
According to the report, 
there were security is-
sues at the facility’s 
periphery, dilapidating 
housing units, leaking 
roofs, dysfunctional util-
ities extending to elec-

tricity and plumbing, 
and hazardous materials 
and unsafe conditions 
endangering inmates 
and staff that needed to 
be addressed. According 
to the Office of the In-
spector General’s audit, 
the prison, which was 
built in 1941, had fallen 
reached a level of intol-
erable dishabille through 
a lack of maintenance 
and neglect, such that 
annual outlays of $28 
million were required to 
maintain the facility at a 
minimal state of “poor” 
condition to allow it to 
remain open. 

If those repairs were 
not undertaken, accord-
ing to the Office of the 
Inspector General, con-
ditions would reach an 
unacceptable state that 
would create the need for 
the prison to be emptied 
and razed by 2014.  

Many, indeed most, of 
the conditions delineated 
16 years ago have gone 
unredressed city officials 
say, with the state hav-
ing not come up with 
the funding required to 
make even minimal im-
provements.

“Here we are, ten 
years after 2014, and the 
problems are worse than 
ever,” Ulloa said.  

The California De-
partment of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation says 
it has made an effort, 
year by year, to redress 
maintenance issues at 
the Chino Institution for 
Men since the 2008 au-
dit and the state has cur-
rently committed $330 
million toward carrying 
out facility improve-
ments, including  reroof-
ing where necessary and 
roof repairs elsewhere, 
upgrading water and 
wastewater systems; 
revamping the prison’s 
electrical system and its 
security lighting, as well 
as making required com-
pliance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities 
Act, extending to handi-
capped accessibility. 

None of that redresses 
the prospect that very 
dangerous inmates 
might escape from the 
institution, Chino offi-
cials say. 

“Considering the De-
partment of Corrections’ 
lack of investment in the 
upkeep and maintenance 
of CIM, I am appalled 
that they would choose 

to house the worst of 
the worst prisoners in 
our state in such close 
proximity to residences, 
schools, and businesses,” 
Mayor Ulloa said. “They 
have committed murder. 
They have committed 
rape. They have com-
mitted atrocities that you 
wouldn’t even want to 
know about.”

Chino Police Lieu-
tenant Allen Kelleher 
emphasized that there 
is no buffer between the 
prison and the city.

“This prison is not 
isolated,” Kelleher said. 
“It is right in the mid-
dle of the community. 
There’s housing. There’s 
schools. There’s busi-
nesses that are right 
next to it. There’s a giant 
community park that’s 
next to this prison.”

Beyond the issue of 
the buildings themselves 
is the overall security 
of the aging facility. In 
prisons, that means not 
the ability of those on the 
outside to find their way 
in but rather the possibil-
ity that those inside can 
make their way out. Of 
California’s 34 prisons, 
the California Institu-
tion for Men is ranked 
at somewhere between 
the state’s 13th and 17th 
most secure institution.

In California, pris-
ons are categorized in a 
five-tier level of security, 
from minimum to maxi-
mum.

Level 1 prisons house 
inmates who have short 
sentences and are con-
victed of non-violent, 
non-serious, non-sex of-
fenses. Those prisoners 
have minimal or no prior 
criminal history, no gang 
affiliation, have demon-
strated compliant behav-
ior with no discipline is-
sues and represent a low 
recidivism risk. Almost 
universally, inmates in 
these facilities are near-
ing parole. 

Level 2 prison in-
mates generally have 
short to medium sen-
tence lengths of one to 
seven years, have com-
mitted non-violent prop-
erty or drug offenses and 
sport minor criminal 
histories with little or no 
gang involvement, while 
displaying generally 
cooperative behaviors. 
They have a moderate 
recidivism risk. 
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lower salary offer. Before 
the meeting concluded, 
Witness D [Black] with-
drew, citing a leak of in-
formation regarding his 
candidacy, though this 
couldn’t be substanti-

Witness D’s [Black’s] 
withdrawal from con-
sideration, the council 
still extended a gener-
ous contract offer to him, 
hoping to change his 
decision. However, Wit-
ness D, upon reviewing 
the offer, reportedly be-
came even more upset, 
expressing dissatisfac-
tion that not all of his 
requests were accom-
modated. He insisted 
that he would not accept 
a job in San Bernardino. 
In contrast, Witness A 
[Carrigan] viewed his of-
fer as generous, leading 
the council to vote 5-3 in 
favor of proceeding with 
Witness A as their top al-
ternative. The dissenting 
votes were cast by Coun-
cilmembers Reynoso, 
Calvin, and Alexander. 
Once Witness D was of-
ficially out of contention, 
and Witness A began 
moving forward in the 
process, closed-session 
information began leak-
ing. Councilmember 
Kim Calvin’s protégés 
began receiving and dis-
seminating private in-
formation on social me-
dia platforms and news 
outlets. Councilmember 

this investigation, the 
preponderance of the 
credible evidence indi-
cates that Councilmem-
ber Calvin seemingly 
funneled closed-session 
information to her close 
associates, who initiated 
a social media campaign 
against Witness A [Car-
rigan],” the report states.

The ultimate outcome 
of Carrigan’s application 
for the San Bernardino 
city manager’s post and 
what created that out-

the likely candidates for 
the post. No later than 
August 21, for example, 
the Sentinel was attempt-
ing to reach Carrigan for 
comment regarding his 
application in San Ber-
nardino. Simultaneously, 
the mayor and members 
of the council as well as 
McNeely and senior city 
staff members were be-
ing tightlipped with re-
gard to any likely candi-
dates for city manager or 
even the prospect that a 
choice was in the offing. 

Assistant San Ber-
nardino City Attorney 
Thomas Rice contacted 
Carrigan and offered 
him a contract to serve 
as city manager. Car-
rigan responded posi-
tively to that offer.  It is 
not clear why Carrigan 
did not formally sign the 
contract at that point, the 
356-mile distance be-
tween San Bernardino 
and Salinas perhaps be-
ing a contributory factor

Based on internal 
Koff and Associates 
communications and the 
company’s communica-
tions with job applicants, 
the press in both San 
Bernardino County and 
Monterey County re-
ported in late August that 
Carrigan had applied for 
the San Bernardino job 
and was either a finalist 
in that competition or 
that he had been offered 
the job and was going to 
accept it.

and Shorett. Fifth Ward 
Councilman  Reynoso 
and Sixth Ward Council-
woman Calvin, while not 
overtly critical of Carri-
gan, felt the city had not 
fully explored its options 
with other worthy candi-
dates and should not end 
the recruitment drive 
and evaluative process.

San Bernardino on 
Wednesday, August 
23 scheduled a special 
meeting of the San Ber-
nardino City Council for 

sion of the report of JL 
Group LLC investigation 
makes a point of noting 
that many of those cau-
tioning against hiring 
Carrigan at the special 
August 28 meeting. 

“The first appearance 
of an organized effort to 
impede the selection of 
Witness A [Carrigan] oc-
curred shortly after the 
[publication] published 
its unfavorable article 
on August 25, 2023,” ac-
cording to the expurgat-
ed narrative.

The euphemism 
“[publication]” refers 
to the San Bernardino 
County Sentinel. 

“On August 26th, a 
San Bernardino resident 
named Witness V (alias) 
sent a demeaning email 
to the [agency] [position] 
and revealed Witness 
A as a candidate in San 
Bernardino, JL Group’s 
narrative continues. “On 
August 27th, the same 
mysterious resident 
named Witness V (alias) 
posted the following 
item on the [social media 
page] Facebook Group 
which is moderated by 
three people associ-
ated with Kim Calvin[, 
the m]ost notable being 
Witness Ortiz.[removed 
to shield witness infor-
mation]. The Facebook 
posting implored resi-
dents to show up at the 
August 28th closed ses-
sion meeting to demand 
action after the ‘most 

ated. This withdrawal 
upset Councilmembers 
Reynoso, Calvin, and 
Alexander.”

At this point in the 
expurgated narrative, 
two of those expurga-
tions render the version 
of events provided in the 
report highly problem-
atic, as it is extremely 
difficult for any outsiders 
without actual knowl-
edge of what is being 
referred to ascertain not 
only what actually hap-
pened but the thorough-
ness of the investigation 
and reliability of the re-
port. “Councilmember 
Calvin conveyed to the 
group that she had spo-
ken to Witness D [Black] 
and attributed his with-
drawal to a [position]-to-
[position] contact, hint-
ing at a possible leak,” 
the expurgated text of 
the report states. 

The report uses 
“ [ p o s i t i o n ] - t o -
[position]” as a euphe-
mism or euphemisms to 
mask the identity of at 
least one individual and 
perhaps two individu-
als identified by Calvin 
as those who had com-
promised or threatened 
to compromise Black 
to his political masters 
in Stockton as someone 
who was about to jump 
ship from that city to San 
Bernardino. 

“She, along with 
Councilmember Alex-
ander, advocated for an 
investigation, though 
this particular leak 
couldn’t be verified,” the 
edited investigation re-
port states. “Following 

come is of tremendous 
relevance to the contro-
versy and circumstance 
it has triggered and 
equally if not more bi-
zarre.

Undealt with in the JL 
Group LLC investiga-
tion and its report or at 
least in the expurgated 
version of the report is 
how a lack of security/
confidentiality and/or 
leaks from the Koff and 
Associates recruitment 
process resulted in the 
compromising of infor-
mation relating to both 
Black’s and Carrigan’s 
applications for the San 
Bernardino job becom-
ing public knowledge.

Toward the middle 
of August, word was 
spreading that Black and 
Carrigan were or had 
been in the running for 
the city manager posi-
tion in San Bernardino. 
Carrigan had learned 
that, apparently from 
Rojas, who is Koff and 
Associates’ recruitment 
manager, that one of 
the competitors for the 
job was Black. There is 
reason to believe that 
the 18 or so candidates 
deemed by Koff and As-
sociates to be qualified 
for a closer look in June 
or early July and the 10 
or so candidates deemed 
to be quarterfinalists for 
the job a few weeks later 
knew of one another as 
did the yet-standing can-
didates interviewed by 
Zoom in early August. 

Media outlets by Au-
gust 20 were positioned 
to begin inquiries with 

Monday August 28 at 
which a vote to hire Car-
rigan or offer him the po-
sition was to take place. 
Carrigan, anticipating 
that he was going to ac-
cept the offer from San 
Bernardino, on Satur-
day, August 26 and Sun-
day, August 27 informed 
all seven members of the 
Salinas City Council and 
some other Salinas mu-
nicipal officials that he 
had applied for the San 
Bernardino job and had 
been deemed a finalist. 

Carrigan was not on 
hand at the August 28 
meeting in San Ber-
nardino. In the open 
public portion of the 
meeting before the coun-
cil adjourned into closed 
session to discuss the 
Carrigan hiring, some 
city residents addressed 
the council, some of 
whom advocated against 
making the hiring at that 
time. Councilwoman 
Calvin sought ahead 
of the closed session to 
close out the recruitment 
process and the contract 
with Koff & Associates 
and to reagendize a dis-
cussion about reinitiat-
ing the recruitment pro-
cess anew. The council 
voted 4-to-3, with San-
chez, Ibarra, Figueroa 
and Shorett prevailing, 
against Calvin’s motion 
and adjourned into a 
closed session. When the 
council emerged from 
behind closed doors, it 
was announced it had 
taken no reportable ac-
tion.

The expurgated ver-

Reynoso began advo-
cating for a new recruit-
ment process, believing 
that Witness B [Rojas] 
had undermined Wit-
ness D [Black]. He also 
believed the [agency] 
subverted Witness D’s 
candidacy after receiv-
ing information through 
Councilmember San-
chez or Figueroa.”

It is unclear what 
entity the euphemism 
“[agency]” refers to. 
Some have suggested the 
reference is to the San 
Bernardino Police De-
partment. 

“At the conclusion of 

As of August 23, 2023, 
a five-eighths consensus 
on the San Bernardino 
City Council was pur-
posed to hire Carrigan. 
First Ward Councilman 
Sanchez, Second Ward 
Councilwoman Ibarra, 
Third Ward Council-
man Figueroa, Fourth 
Ward Councilman Sho-
rett and Mayor Helen 
Tran were sold on Car-
rigan. Seventh Ward 
Councilman Alexander 
was relatively favorably 
disposed toward him, as 
well, but was less enthu-
siastic than Tran, San-
chez, Ibarra, Figueroa 

qualified candidate had 
been sabotaged.’” 

Witness V is identi-
fied as Michael Davis, 
an individual who in 
actuality was never in-
terviewed by JL Group 
LLC. Despite not actu-
ally having obtained any 
direct statement from 
Davis, JL Group LLC 
catalogs him as a wit-
ness. At other juncture’s, 
JL Group conflated Wit-
ness V with Witness 
Z. Witness Z has been 
identified by the Senti-
nel as former Sixth Ward 
Councilman Rikke Van 

Ben Reynoso Kim Calvin Damon Alexander

Juan Figueroa Sandra Ibarra 
Ted Sanchez
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sisted of his having en-
gineered, with George 
Voight, a 45-day day 
double escrow of the 
former Ontario Motor 
Speedway to realize an 
$8 million profit and en-
gaging in a series of com-
mercial developments 
in Rancho Cucamonga, 
amazed friends, former 
partners, acquaintances 
and others involved in 
the building and real 
estate industries on the 
west end of the county 
with the announcement 
that he was going to try 
his hand at being a farm-
er in the desert.

In actuality, Dutton’s 
sudden interest in hor-
ticulture, growing or-
ganic tomatoes, citrus, 
grapes, melons, peppers, 
and squash on a 3,500-
acre spread in the Cadiz 
Valley was ruse he had 
formulated with two oth-
ers – Keith Brackpool 
and Mark Liggett to se-
cure water rights in a re-
mote area of the Mojave. 
Brackpool, an English-
man who had left Great 
Britain in 1983 after he 
had been convicted of 
stock fraud and deal-
ing in securities without 
a license in his native 
country, that same year 
came to the United State 
in search of another 
get-rich-quick scheme. 
Brackpool was attracted 
to Dutton after learning 
of how the older man 
had been able to take 
control of the speedway 
property without actu-
ally owning it to engi-
neer a sale to a buyer at 
tremendous profit, with 
the only actual invest-
ment being having to 
cover a few weeks of the 
interest payments on the 
loan which he arranged 
to make the acquisition. 
This was just the sort of 
deal, one in which the 
“initial investor” started 
with virtually no money 
of his own to gener-
ate a fortune out of cir-
cumstance, Brackpool 
was looking to pull off 
himself. Using satellite 
images, Brackpool and 
Liggett, a geologist, con-

vinced Dutton that there 
was a huge underground 
lake in the East Mojave 
Desert – the Cadiz Val-
ley/Fenner Gap Aquifer 
– that could be tapped 
simply through obtain-
ing ownership of some 
of the land overlying it. 

Thus, the Cadiz Land 
Company was created, 
the ostensible purpose 
for which had little to 
do with water beyond 
the single well Dutton 
and Brackpool sunk in 
the Cadiz Valley to ir-
rigate their farming op-
eration. Over the years, 
they drilled eight more 
wells, producing toma-
toes, peppers, melons, 
grapes and citrus. For 
forty years, the Cadiz 
Land Company’s agri-
cultural operation has  
never – not even once 
– operated at a profit. 
Nevertheless, the com-
pany has been able to 
make an assertion, based 
upon the irrigation of the 
crops at the Cadiz farm, 
to water rights from the 
Cadiz/Fenner aquifer. 
The Cadiz Land Com-
pany in the late 1990s 
sought to interest the 
Metropolitan Water 
District in a proposal to 
convey up to 1.5 million 
acre-feet of what was 
referenced as “surplus” 
Colorado River water 
to the Cadiz Valley and 
“store” that water by 
pumping it into the water 
table and then extracting 
the water and conveying 
it to Greater Los Ange-
les during “dry years.” 
Ultimately, however, the 
Metropolitan Water Dis-
trict in 2002 rejected that 
proposal.

All along, the Cadiz 
Land Company’s agenda 
had been to get control 
of – i.e., obtain the rights 
to – a massive amount 
of water for marketing 
within Southern Califor-
nia. The Colorado River 
water storage project had 
been the first stage of a 
plan to finagle owner-
ship of the huge under-
ground lake of pristine 
water that had been ac-
cumulating beneath the 

East Mojave Desert for 
hundreds of thousands 
of years. The idea was 
that while the Cadiz 
Land Company was stor-
ing the river water in the 
East Mojave for the Met-
ropolitan Water District, 
mixing it with the water 
already in the aquifer, it 
would simultaneously 
be able to tap into the 
water table to extract 
water which it could 
sell to other entities in 
San Bernardino County, 
Riverside County, Los 
Angeles County and Or-
ange County in need of 
the elixir of life. When 
the Colorado River wa-
ter storage project failed, 
The Cadiz Land Compa-
ny had to take a different 
a different, more direct 
approach.  

That effort would be 
dubbed the Cadiz Val-
ley Water Conservation, 
Recovery & Storage 
Project. The concept 
this time was to sink 
deep wells into the East 
Mojave and tap into the 
vast reservoir of unused 
water there and send it 
westward for sale to wa-
ter companies and water 
districts. To the imme-
diate reactions of those 
who said that what the 
Cadiz Land Company 
was proposing to do 
was stealing the desert’s 
water for use along the 
coast and that the under-
taking would threaten 
the desert environment, 
Dutton and Brackpool 
insisted nothing could be 
further from the truth. 
What they were propos-
ing was, they said, just 
what the name they had 
given the project im-
plied. It was aimed at 
conserving water, no 
misusing it. What they 
were aiming at was cap-
turing the desert’s water 
quickly while it was on 
the surface and at the top 
of the aquifer, where it 
was vulnerable to evapo-
ration. The Cadiz Valley 
Water Conservation, Re-
covery & Storage Project 
would be merely recov-
ering that water before it 
evaporated. In this way, 
the project would help 
the environment, not 
hinder it. 

Along the way, the 
Cadiz Land Company 
rebranded itself as Ca-
diz, Inc. In the same 
timeframe, the company 
made some adjustments 

to its lobbying approach. 
Previously, the com-
pany had adhered to ad-
vice provided by former 
Congressman-turned-
lobbyist Tony Coelho 
who was given a posi-
tion on the Cadiz board. 
Coelho’s approach tilted 
toward vectoring money 
to influential statewide 
politicians or those with 
pull in Sacramento or 
at the regional level in 
the greater Los Ange-
les area where the wa-
ter was to be marketed, 
such as Governor Gray 
Davis and Los Angeles 
Mayor Anthony Vil-
laraigosa. When that did 
not produce the desired 
result, the company be-
gan plying politicians in 
San Bernardino County, 
particularly those rep-
resenting its vast desert 
outback, with money, in 
most cases in quantities 
they did not receive from 
their normal stable of do-
nors. 

In 2012, Cadiz, Inc, 
provided then-San Ber-
nardino County Super-
visor Brad Mitzelfelt 
with $48,100 in political 
donations to finesse him 
and his board colleagues 
into allowing the board 
of directors of the Santa 
Margarita Water District 
in Orange County, locat-
ed 217 miles away from 
the Cadiz Valley, to car-
ry out the environmental 
certification and approv-
al of a controversial wa-
ter extraction project in 
the East Mojave. Cadiz, 
Inc. contrived to have 
the Santa Margarita Wa-
ter District, which serves 
the affluent Orange 
County communities of 
Rancho Santa Margari-
ta, Mission Viejo, Coto 
de Caza, Las Flores, 
Ladera Ranch and Tale-
ga, oversee the environ-
mental impact report for 
the project, despite the 
consideration that the 
water district was to be 
the largest consumer of 
the 75,000 acre feet of 
water the company was 
proposing to draft annu-
ally from the project’s 34 
wells which were to be 
sunk in the Cadiz and 
Fenner valleys.

The unorthodox ap-
proval process for the 
plan to draft trillions of 
gallons of water from 
the East Mojave Desert’s 
pristine aquifer for use in 
Los Angeles and Orange 

counties, utilizing a gov-
ernmental entity more 
than 200 miles removed 
from the property to be 
impacted which simul-
taneously had a financial 
and operational interest 
in the project to oversee 
the project’s environ-
mental certification, fu-
eled questions about the 
integrity and legitimacy 
of the governmental 
regulation of the effort. 
A number of politicians 
over the years, at least 
for a time, championed 
San Bernardino County 
and the East Mojave 
in the struggle to keep 
the plan from succeed-
ing. Despite, or perhaps 
because of, the money 
Mitzelfelt received from 
Cadiz, he suffered defeat 
in 2012 when he vied to 
replace outgoing Con-
gressman Jerry Lewis, 
by seeking election in  
California’s redrawn 8th 
Congressional district, 
which included the Ca-
diz Valley. 

Also vying in the race 
for that Congressional 
seat was then-Assembly-
man Paul Cook. Cook, 
taking stock of the way 
Mitzelfelt was intent on 
diverting the desert’s 
water to Orange County, 
created a plank in his 
campaign platform in 
opposition to the Cadiz 
Valley Water Conserva-
tion, Recovery & Stor-
age Project, which was 
referred to as the Cadiz 
Water Project for short.  
At the height of the cam-
paign, Cook dashed off 
a letter to then-Interior 
Secretary Sally Jew-
ell, stating, “The Cadiz 
Project, as it currently 
stands, is likely to im-
pact San Bernardino 
County’s water resourc-
es, harming ranchers, 
rural communities, East 
Mojave landowners, and 
the National Chloride 
Company of America’s 
brine mining operation 
on Bristol Dry Lake. 
Moreover, the aggres-
sive project pumping 
could harm the springs 
of the Mojave National 
Preserve and regional air 
quality, while exporting 
precious water resources 
out of San Bernardino 
County to ratepayers in 
Los Angeles and Orange 
counties. In order to en-
sure this project won’t 
adversely affect my dis-
trict, I respectfully re-

quest the Cadiz Project 
be subject to a National 
Environmental Policy 
Act review. Additionally, 
I request that the United 
States Geologic Survey 
conduct an updated anal-
ysis of the hydrologic 
features of the project 
area and that any new 
or revised Cadiz Project 
proposals adhere to the 
principle of sustainable 
yield, meaning no more 
water would be pumped 
out of the aquifer than 
would be replaced 
through natural recharge 
as determined by the 
United States Geologic 
Survey. Professional in-
dependent reviews have 
called into question the 
32,500 acre-feet per year 
recharge rate Cadiz Inc. 
claims will naturally oc-
cur. These independent 
scientists concluded that 
the actual recharge rate 
is between 2,000 and 
10,000 acre feet per year. 
There are serious doubts 
about the validity of the 
previous environmen-
tal studies, specifically 
the draft environmen-
tal impact statement.” 
Cook trounced Mitzel-
felt in the primary and 
was elected to Congress 
in November 2012.

In order to run for 
Congress in 2012, Mit-
zelfelt had to forego 
running for reelection 
as First District San Ber-
nardino County supervi-
sor.  Robert Lovingood 
was one of seven candi-
dates who vied for the 
opportunity to replace 
Mitzelfelt.  During that 
campaign, Lovingood 
was critical of the coun-
ty’s failure to wrest the 
role of lead agency from 
the Santa Margarita Wa-
ter District in consider-
ing the environmental 
impact report for the 
project. Just as the des-
ert’s voters had respond-
ed positively to Cook’s 
proclaimed effort to pro-
tect the region’s water 
supply, so too did they 
support Lovingood, who 
was elected supervisor 
in November 2012. 

Similarly, then-San 
Bernardino County 
Third District Supervi-
sor Neil Derry went on 
record against the con-
cept of removing water 
from the East Mojave 
for use in communities 
closer to the coast. 
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Level 3 prison in-
mates have medium to 
long sentences of from 
5 to 15 years, have com-
mitted violent offenses 
like robbery, assault and 
rape and have extensive 
criminal histories. Many 
inmates are gang affili-
ated with moderate dis-
cipline issues. Inmates 
in a Level 3 prison have 
a higher recidivism risk 
and tendencies for vio-
lence. 

Level 4 prison in-
mates have very long 
sentences or life sen-
tences, have committed 
serious violent offenses 
such as murder, kidnap-
ping and sex crimes, and 
sport long criminal his-
tories with violence. A 
majority are gang mem-
bers, and a fair number 
are gang leaders. Virtu-
ally all have displayed 
discipline problems, and 
they embody a high re-
cidivism risk and display 
proven violent behaviors.

Level 5 prison in-
mates have indeter-
minate sentences that 
range from life to ex-
ecution. They in virtu-
ally all cases have been 
remanded into security 
housing units that make 
escape so unlikely as to 
be impossible. Many are 
previous Level 4 inmates 
who committed violent 
acts in prison. Typi-
cally, with some excep-
tions, they are confirmed 
prison gang members 
and leaders who have 
evinced severe discipline 
and behavioral issues. To 
ensure the safety of oth-
er prisoners with whom 
they come into contact 
and guards, they require 
intense control and isola-
tion. 

The state’s maximum-
security prisons are 
Kern Valley State Prison 
in Delano; San Quentin, 
which has a minimum-
security section as well; 
Salinas Valley State 
Prison; Pelican Bay; 
Folsom State Prison; 
Corcoran State Prison, 
referred to as Corcoran 

I; and California Cor-
rectional Institution re-
ferred to as Tehachapi or 
Tehachapi Prison, which 
also houses prisoners of 
less severity. 

In addition, the Cali-
fornia City Correctional 
Facility; California State 
Prison, Los Angeles 
County; California State 
Prison, Sacramento; 
High Desert State Pris-
on; and the Substance 
Abuse Treatment Facil-
ity and State Prison at 
Corcoran, referred to 
as Corcoran II are high 
security institutions in-
tended  to provide safe 
and secure housing for 
the most violent and 
dangerous male offend-
ers while providing op-
portunities for those 
inmates to successfully 
transition to lower levels 
of custody by accepting 
personal responsibility 
for their actions through 
behavior-based multi-
level programming and/
or rehabilitation through 
participation in work, 
vocational and academ-
ic programs, substance 
abuse treatment and self-
help programs.

Chino is considered 
to be a moderate to high-
security facility. Because 
officials are, for security 
reasons, unwilling to 
give exact descriptions 
of the way in which the 
prison is run, they have 
not said how the more 
dangerous prisoners at 
the facility are segregat-
ed from the remainder of 
the population in a way 
to prevent them from 
having an opportunity to 
escape.  

It is far more difficult 
to bust out of Delano, 
San Quentin, Salinas 
Valley, Pelican Bay; Fol-
som, Corcoran I or II; 
Tehachapi, California 
City, Los Angeles Coun-
ty State Prison, Sacra-
mento State Prison or 
High Desert State Prison 
than Chino. 

Chino has been 
plagued by infamous es-
capes, such as those by 
Kevin Cooper, who was 
convicted of killing four 
people a-day-and-a-half 
after his escape in June 
1983 and the January 
2018 escape of Michael 
Garrett. While Chino 
Prison has electrified 
and razor-wire topped 
fences, the former can 
be relatively easily de-

feated and surmounted 
by means of covering it 
with a rubber mat avail-
able in abundance within 
the prison and the latter 
by a blanket. There have 
been reliable reports 
over the years of Chino 
inmates exiting the in-
stitution’s housing after 
lights out, escaping into 
nearby Chino for a night 
of drinking and other 
revelry and then return-
ing to the prison and 
their sleeping quarters 
before dawn. 

The Sentinel is in-
formed that prison offi-
cials have repeatedly ex-
pressed confidence that 
security improvements 
at the facility made over 
the years particularly in 
response to the Cooper 
escape make repeats of 
that horrific event un-
likely. Specifically, the 
addition of electrification 
to one of the perimeter 
fences, razor wire atop 
the other fence, multiple 
but relatively primi-
tive guard towers, mo-
tion detectors, intensive 
nighttime illumination 
that creates a 175-yard 
gauntlet through which 
a would-be escapee must 
pass underneath the eyes 
of constantly vigilant 
nocturnal personnel be-
fore reaching the electri-
fied perimeter, constant 
motorized patrols near 
the perimeter and siren 
signals effectively deter 
breakout attempts, the 
prison’s operators insist. 

Nevertheless, there 
have been constant and 
recurring breakdowns 
in the electrical circuitry 
for the sirens, motion de-
tectors and fence which 
officials have been loath 
to admit. Over the years, 
holes in the perimeter 
fence which have not 
been addressed in a 
timely manner have been 
observed.    

While not, exactly, 
busting at the seems, 
the California Institu-
tion for Men, a 2,500-
acre complex consisting 
of four facilities under a 
single warden addressed 
at 14901 Central Avenue 
and existing on a cam-
pus that extends from 
Central Avenue on the 
west,  El Prado Road on 
the southwest, generally 
south of Eucalyptus Av-
enue, to the west border 
of the now shuttered He-
man J. Stark Youth Cor-

rectional Facility which 
fronts to the east on 
Euclid Avenue and gen-
erally north of Kimball 
Avenue, is overcrowded. 
Designed to have a ca-
pacity of 2,763 and ex-
panded to accommodate 
according to U.S. prison 
standards 2,976 inmates, 
it stands at 112.8 percent 
of that capacity, with 
3,357 incarcerated there. 

Many residents in 
Chino and the nearby 
area have been abuzz 
over the last several 
days over the serious of-
fenders in their midst. 
Among many, there was 
something akin to disbe-
lief.

“Death Row inmates 
are very dangerous peo-
ple,” said one. “I don’t 
know why the state cor-
rections system would 
put them in a place 
where they can get out. 
They should be in soli-
tary confinement and not 
in with the general popu-
lation, on which they get 
to watch UFC fights and 
YouTube and whatever 
they do at Camp Snoopy 
over there.” 

Some who lived in 
the area expressed con-
fidence in the Depart-
ment of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation and the 
security members in 
place. One resident of 
the nearby unincorpo-
rated county area north 
of the Chino City Lim-
its near Central Avenue 
called for the application 
of security measures to 
include outfitting con-
demned prisoners at the 
California Institute for 
Men with wrist or ankle 
monitors that would uti-
lize satellite hookups 
and global positioning 
data to track the location 
of condemned inmates 
with a probable error of 
no more than 18 feet. 
Such tamperproof de-
vices could be designed 
to removed only through 
the simultaneous use of 
three separate keys, in-
cluding one with an elec-
tronic component, which 
would be independently 
maintained by the prison 
warden, the California 
Department of Correc-
tions and the Chino Po-
lice Department. The de-
vices could be designed 
so that their unauthor-
ized removal without the 
use of the keys would 
incapacitate the prisoner 

wearing them, up to in-
cluding the severing of 
the limb to which it is at-
tached. 

Prison officials were 
tightlipped with regard 
to how many more for-
mer Death Row inmates 
will be transferred to 
Chino in the weeks and 
months ahead, as se-
curity regulations pro-
hibit any announcement 
ahead of time with re-
gard to the movement of 
prisoners, their destina-
tions or the timing for 
those rehousings. 

The Department of 
Corrections and Reha-
bilitation did state that 
Chino is not now the 
institution within the 
California Penal System 
hosting the largest num-
ber of condemned.  

There are 641 con-
demned inmates in 
California’s prison sys-
tem. Since Feb. 26, 189 
condemned inmates 
at San Quentin and 20 
from the women’s facil-
ity in Chowchilla have 
been transferred to other 
prisons under the trans-
fer program, according 
to the CDCR. At San 
Quentin 461 that were 
formerly on its Death 
Row remain confined 
at that institution. Some 
of those are to be reas-
signed elsewhere by the 
end of the summer. As 
of yesterday, Thursday 
April 18, there were 35 
condemned me at the 
California Health Care 
Facility, Stockton and 31 
housed at the California 
State Prison, Sacramen-
to, making Chino Prison 
the state institution with 
the fourth highest num-
ber of prisoners sen-
tenced to death. 

According to the 
California Department 
of Corrections and Re-
habilitation, there were 
93,900 people incarcer-
ated by the state as of 
January. Of those 89,100 
were men housed in 30 
men’s prisons and 4,200 
were women housed 
in two women’s pris-
ons. Another 600 non-
binary prisoners are 
incarcerated, as well. 
Of the 93,900 in prison, 
less than 0.72 percent - 
0.0071458998935037 – 
or roughly 1 out of 138 
– has received the death 
penalty. Of some concern 
is the safety of those in 
the general prison popu-
lation who might come 
into contact with former 
Death Row inmates as 
well as the negative in-
fluence the condemned 
prisoners might have on 
others, and the way they 
may interrupt the effort 
to rehabilitate them. 

The Sentinel sought 
but was unable to land 
an interview with Cali-
fornia Institution for 
Men Warden Travis Pen-
nington.

The Sentinel has 
learned, however, that 
Pennington on Tuesday 
April 16 did meet with 
members of the Chino 
Police Department, per-
sonnel from the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s 
Department including 
those working out of 
the Chino Hills sheriff’s 
station, officers with the 
Ontario Police Depart-
ment and the higher-
ups in the Chino Valley 
Fire District. There was 
no announcement as to 
what issues had been 
discussed or resolved.

roof of 9,598,255 square 
feet, or more than one-
third of a square mile, 
translating into 220.34 
acres. At present among 
cities in San Bernardino 
County, Fontana stands 
behind only Ontario 
in terms of warehouse 
space. Fontana is fol-
lowed by Chino, Rancho 
Cucamonga, San Ber-
nardino, Redlands and 
Rialto.

Fontana, led by War-
ren, is gunning to sur-
pass Ontario in this re-

gard. Citing Fontana’s 
location, she says her city 
is a logical host for ware-
houses and distribution 
centers. She has argued 
that given the largely 
blue collar populace of 
Fontana and the consid-
eration that approaching 
30 percent of the parents 
of children attending 
Fontana schools either 
do not speak, or lack 
proficiency in, the Eng-
lish language, the best 
that can be done for a 
significant percentage 
of those who graduate 
from or drop out of Fon-
Continued on Page 15
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Its Farming & Water Storage Distractions 
Having Played Out, Cadiz, Inc. Took Aim 
At Fulfilling Its True Intention, Diverting 
The East Mojave’s Water At Huge Profit 
To Orange County, Making Over A Million 
Dollars In Political Contributions To Over-
come Senator Feinstein’s Opposition And 
Achieve Its Goal  from page 7 

Continued on Page 17

The most ardent of-
fice-holding opponent 
to Cadiz, Inc. and its 
designs on the desert’s 
water was also the most 
powerful: Senator Di-
ane Feinstein, the author 
of the California Desert 
Protection Act. Feinstein 
proved an indefatigable 
foe to the efforts to draft 
the desert’s water and 
convey it out of the re-
gion. Time and again, 
she took action which 
blocked the project. 

While Feinstein 
worked at the federal 
level, two members of 
the California legisla-
ture,  State Senator Rich-
ard Roth and Assembly-
woman Laura Friedman, 
undertook efforts in Sac-
ramento which stymied 
the project. 

The Santa Margarita 
Water District Board of 
Directors in 2012 ratified 
the environmental im-
pact report for the proj-
ect, using its authority to 
give the company clear-
ance to construct another 
25 wells throughout the 
Cadiz and Fenner Val-
leys, which lie more than 
200 miles from the dis-
trict’s furthest east-lying 
border. Questions about 
the propriety of that ac-
tion led to the filing of no 
fewer than eleven law-
suits, which kept Cadiz, 
Inc. tied up in court for 
years.

In devising their 
strategy to obtain clear-
ance for the Cadiz Wa-
ter Project, Dutton and 
Brackpool had retained 
Scott Slater,  a water 
rights attorney with the 
law firm Brownstein 
Hyatt Farber Schreck. It 
was Slater who quarter-
backed, from the seren-
ity of Brownstein Hyatt 
Farber Schreck’s Los 
Angeles office, how un-
dertaking what is termed 
“beneficial use” of some 
of the East Mojave re-
gion’s vast underground 
water resources – at first 
a couple dozen acre-feet 
of water per year to grow 
fruits and vegetables on 
land scattered over a 40-

acre plot of ground and 
then gradually increase 
that use to a couple hun-
dred acre-feet of water to 
irrigate farms covering 
some 400 acres – that it 
could stake a claim to the 
recurrent use of tens of 
thousands of acre-feet of 
water per year. An acre-
foot is the amount of wa-
ter that would cover an 
acre-of ground to a depth 
of one foot, 43,600 cubic 
feet of water, or just un-
der 325,851.43 gallons. In 
addition to coordinating 
with Metropolitan Wa-
ter District’s lawyers in 
working out the terms of 
the never actuated Colo-
rado River Water Stor-
age Project, the terms of 
acquisition for property 
slated for both agricul-
tural use and pipeline 
right-of-way, as well as 
the licensing and sharing 
arrangements for the in-
frastructure – pipes and 
aqueducts both existing 
and proposed – to convey 
the water to its end-use 
points, Slater formulated 
the approach the com-
pany would take in ei-
ther getting the region’s 
existing governmental 
authorities to adjudicate 
local water rights in the 
Cadiz and Fenner Val-
leys or creating agencies 
or authorities that did not 
exist to assume control 
of that adjudicative pro-
cess. That would entail 
stacking the boards and 
staff of such an agency 
or agencies with individ-
uals primed to grant the 
Cadiz Land Company’s 
corporate successor, Ca-
diz, Inc., with the rights 
to far more water than 
was actually being used.

Hemorrhaging money 
on legal fees that was 
threatening the viability 
of the Cadiz Land Com-
pany altogether, Dutton 
and Brackpool passed 
control of Cadiz, Inc. 
into the hands of Scott 
Slater, who maintained 
his shareholder position 
at Brownstein, Hyatt, 
Farber, Schreck, par-
tially out of a belief that 
by doing so, Slater would 

be able reduce the com-
pany’s astronomical 
legal costs. Slater was 
appointed President of 
Cadiz in 2011 and named 
CEO in 2013, at which 
point Brackpool became 
chairman of the board.

 Throughout that time 
Slater was devoted to 
defending the company 
against the 11 lawsuits 
brought against the com-
pany. Though the com-
pany was able to prevail 
in most of those suits, 
which it succeeded in 
having removed to and 
consolidated in Orange 
County Superior Court, 
appeals on those suits 
were filed. The combina-
tion of those legal chal-
lenges and the efforts at 
the state and federal leg-
islative levels hamstrung 
the company.

Simultaneously, Slat-
er was waging a battle 
to establish a key com-
ponent to the project: 
the means of conveying 
the water to the Metro-
politan Water District’s 
pipeline originally cre-
ated to bring Colorado 
River Water to Los An-
geles. That effort was 
thwarted because the 
company could not get 
clearance to construct 
the pipeline on multiple 
grounds, the primary 
one be environmental. 
The workaround to this 
that Slater came up with 
was nothing short of a 
gimmick. The environ-
mental objections to a 
newly constructed pipe-
line would not apply to 
land within an existing 
railroad right-of-way. 
The problem was that 
the regulation of the rail-
road right-of-way fell 
under the authority of 
the federal government, 
where  Feinstein held 
tremendous sway. Of a 
sudden, Slater and Ca-
diz, Inc. grew nostalgic, 
proposing that the com-
pany build a shrine to 
the desert as it was in the 
late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.  Cadiz, Inc. 
would operate a steam-
powered excursion 
train on the Arizona & 
California Railroad line 
through the Mojave Des-
ert between Cadiz, Cali-
fornia and Parker, Ari-
zona, Slater announced. 
The Arizona & Califor-
nia Railroad had been 
a corporate subdivision 
of the Santa Fe Pacific 

Railroad built in 1910. 
Cadiz, Inc. would revive 
it with what the company 
dubbed the Cadiz South-
eastern Railway. 

“The steam train is 
an original fixture of the 
Cadiz area – an impor-
tant historical asset inti-
mately connected to the 
local culture – and offers 
a rewarding way to in-
vest locally and promote 
the unique desert envi-
ronment,” said Slater in 
announcing the move. 
“As a 30-year member of 
the Mojave Desert com-
munity, we have long ap-
preciated the area’s maj-
esty and appeal and are 
proud to diversify our 
business with this excit-
ing new venture.”

The Cadiz Southeast-
ern Railway was to op-
erate, the company said, 
on existing tracks along 
an 85-mile portion of the 
ARZC between Parker, 
Arizona and Cadiz with 
water stops in desert lo-
cales of Milligan, Chub-
buck, Rice and Vidal. It 
would further feature 
a museum and cultur-
al center at the Cadiz 
Ranch property dedi-
cated to the promotion of 
local desert and railroad 
history. 

In seeking the per-
mitting for the histori-
cal tributes including the 
excursions, Slater said, 
Cadiz, Inc. would ob-
tain permission to build 
the facilities needed so 
the Cadiz Southeast-
ern Railway would be 
powered by water from 
the Cadiz Valley Water 
Conservation, Recovery 
& Storage Project.

In this way, Cadiz, 
Inc. was constructing a 
water pipeline for a rail-
road purpose along the 
railroad right-of-way, it 
claimed. That the pipe-
line would also convey 
water from the East Mo-
jave to the Metropolitan 
Water District Colorado 
Aqueduct was inciden-
tal. 

Under the Donald 
Trump Administration, 
which included his Sec-
retary of the Interior 
Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke and a career In-
terior Department em-
ployee,  Tim Spisak, pro-
moted into the position 
of deputy assistant direc-
tor for energy, minerals 
and realty management 
in 2017, Cadiz was able 

to achieve some degree 
of traction by getting 
the federal government 
to go on record that the 
existing federal railroad 
right-of-way could be 
used to construct the 
crucial 34-miles of pipe-
line to deliver the water 
mined from the desert 
well field to the exist-
ing Colorado River Aq-
ueduct and thus make 
delivery to the Greater 
Los Angeles area. That 
development represented 
a leap forward for the 
project, but other ob-
structions prevented the 
project from proceeding. 

Senator Feinstein re-
mained as a Cadiz, Inc.’s 
primary nemesis, as at 
both the legislative and 
sub-legislative levels she 
barred the Department 
of the Interior from as-
sisting the company with 
its designs on the East 
Mojave Desert’s water, 
using on multiple occa-
sions the parliamentary 
ploy of using riders on 
bills important to politi-
cians on both sides of the 
aisle that prevented the 
Burea of Land Manage-
ment expending money 
on anything that would 
facilitate the groundwa-
ter transferring project, 
including completing 
what she felt would be 
environmental reviews 
of the proposal during 
the Trump Administra-
tion she believed would 
be favorable to the con-
cept of depleting the des-
ert of water.

In one respect over the 
years, however, first in 
its incarnation as the Ca-
diz Land Company and 
then as Cadiz, Inc., the 
company made impor-
tant progress, consisting 
of its ability to generate 
extensive investor con-
fidence, thereby draw in 
money from existing and 
new shareholders and 
use that capital to grease 
the skids politically. At 
various times, based on 
pronouncements that the 
project was on the verge 
of springing forward 
made by Dutton, Brack-
pool, other corporate 
officers and later Slater, 
there would be huge pur-
chases of Cadiz stock, 
pushing its value into 
the stratosphere. In 2001, 
while it looked as if the 
company was going to 
close its deal with the 
Metropolitan Water Dis-

trict to store Colorado 
River Water, the value 
of Cadiz stock jumped 
to over $200 a share. It 
fell precipitously after 
Metropolitan walked 
away from the deal, but 
at various times since 
then, Dutton, Brackpool 
and Slater were able to 
revive stock speculators’ 
interest in the company 
by claiming it was on 
the brink of yet another 
breakthrough, such as 
with the vote by the San-
ta Margarita Water Dis-
trict Board of Directors. 
At just such junctures, 
they would exploit the 
situation, selling off their 
own shares and engaging 
in profit taking. Today, 
at the opening bell, Ca-
diz stock was selling at 
$2.25 a share. At closing, 
it had fallen to $2.15. 

Those infusions of 
investor capital have 
been used in other ways 
to advance the compa-
ny’s prospects, or so its 
corporate officers have 
hoped. Scouting the po-
litical landscape, Cadiz, 
Inc. and its lobbyists 
have identified the elect-
ed officials who are in 
positions to either harm 
or help the company in 
achieving its goals. It 
then made massive do-
nations to their political 
war chests. 

One of those was Paul 
Cook. Another was Rob-
ert Lovingood. 

After Cadiz, Inc. 
and several of its inves-
tors surfaced as major 
contributors to Cook’s 
congressional reelec-
tion campaign, in 2014 
the Congressman flip-
flopped and publicly 
stated that he was in 
favor of the project pro-
ceeding. Of note, work-
ing for Cook in 2014 as a 
member of his Congres-
sional staff was Dawn 
Rowe. In 2018, when 
James Ramos, who suc-
ceeded Derry as Third 
District Supervisor, was 
elected to the California 
Assembly, the board of 
supervisors appointed 
Rowe to replace Ramos 
during his two remain-
ing years as supervisor. 
Thereafter, Rowe was 
elected Third District 
supervisor in her own 
right in 2020, and was 
then reelected this year, 
in March. In 2020, Cook 
left Congress to success-



Johnson. JL Group has 
suggested that Witness 
V – Davis – does not in 
actually exist, but is a 
phantom that was used 
to engage in spurious 
and scurrilous attacks on 
Carrigan to derail his se-
lection as city manager. 
Van Johnson has denied 
being the Davis phan-
tom. 

“On August 28th, the 
closed session meeting 
took place,” the expur-
gated narrative contin-
ues. “It was marked by 
the attendance of a sig-
nificant number of upset 
African-American resi-
dents expressing dissat-
isfaction with the selec-
tion process.”

Nine days later, at the 
city council’s September 
6 meeting, during the 
council’s closed session, 
a unanimous decision 
to make a final offer of 
employment to Carrigan 
was made, with Calvin 
and Reynoso bowing to 
the reality of Carrigan’s 
inevitable selection. Af-
ter the council emerged 
from that closed ses-
sion, City Attorney So-
nia Carvalho announced 
an offer of employment 
had been made, but she 
did not identify Carrigan 
as the selection. A vote 
on confirming the ap-
pointment and the candi-
date’s acceptance of the 
contract was set for the 
October 4 city council 
meeting. The identifica-
tion of the council’s se-
lection as city manager 
– Carrigan – was to be 
provided in the agenda 
for the October 4 meet-
ing, which was sched-
uled for posting no later 
than September 29, 2023.

Those preparations 
proceeded and were in 
full swing by the last 
week of September.

On September 26, 
2023, Mayor Tran host-
ed a fundraiser to bank 
money toward her an-
ticipated 2026 reelection 
campaign. During the 
course her interaction 
with the public and her 
supporters at that event, 
she was importuned by 

some in attendance to re-
consider her support for 
Carrigan, with some sug-
gesting that if he were to 
not work out as the city 
manager, his failure 
would be perceived as a 
discredit to her admin-
istration. It is not known 
beyond Tran’s immedi-
ate circle the degree to 
which she took those ad-
monitions to heart. Some 
have suggested that she 
was prepared to with-
draw her support of Car-
rigan and that in doing 
so, Carrigan was to have 
been left high and dry, as 
his appointment would 
fail on October 4 on a 
4-to-4 vote, with San-
chez, Ibarra, Figueroa 
and Shorett voting for 
the hiring and Tran, 
Reynoso, Calvin and Al-
exander opposed. Oth-
ers have said that even 
if Tran defected from 
the camp supporting 
Carrigan, he still would 
have been appointed on 
a 5-to-3 vote, with San-
chez, Ibarra, Figueroa, 
Shorett and Alexander 
in support. Still others 
insist that Tran was not 
going to waver, as she 
was convinced Carri-
gan was a capable mu-
nicipal manager and she 
could ill afford to allow 
the city to remain adrift 
and without crucial long-
term staff leadership any 
longer, as she was ap-
proaching her first an-
niversary in office with-
out having an actual city 
manager in place. 

How things might 
have gone on October 4, 
however, will never be 
known with certainty, as 
Carrigan, on September 
28 had an abrupt change 
of heart. He called Koff 
& Associates/Gallagher 
Benefit Services and in-
formed the company he 
would not take the San 
Bernardino job, after all. 
He then drafted a memo 
to the Salinas municipal 
staff. “Earlier this morn-
ing,” he began, “I con-
tacted the recruiter and 
removed my name from 
consideration for the po-

sition of San Bernardino 
city manager. Over the 
past few weeks I have 
had time to think about 
what’s important to me 
from a personal and a 
professional standpoint 
and I have decided that 
Salinas is the best place 
for me. In Salinas, we’ve 
made a lot of progress 
on major issues like 
homelessness, afford-
able housing, crime and 
infrastructure and I want 
to be here to continue 
that momentum. I can-
not see myself working 
anywhere else.”

Carrigan then alluded 
to something many peo-
ple already knew, which 
was that his decision to 
remain in Salinas was 
influenced by his desire 
to maintain the relation-
ship he had developed 
over the previous two 
years with Salinas City 
Elementary School Su-
perintendent Rebeca An-
drade. “I have met some-
one in Salinas that I’m 
crazy about,” he wrote.

In San Bernardino 
there was a mad scram-
ble on at City Hall, 
particularly in the city 
clerk’s office, where 
staff had to redraft the 
nearly fully prepared 
October 4 city council 
meeting agenda by de-
leting the item relating 
to Carrigan’s employ-
ment with the city and 
renumbering the items 
that followed it on the 
agenda, with each given 
an identifying number 
one less than what had 
already been assigned, 
and likewise altering the 
agenda packet to remove 
the staff report relating 
to and recommending 
Carrigan’s hiring, which 
was augmented with an 
employment agreement.

Over the weekend of 
September 30/October 
1, Carrigan was looking 
forward to life with a re-
newed purpose: He was 
committed to continuing 
to meet, and overcome, 
even more than before, 
the challenges facing Sa-
linas.

On October 3, the 
day before the San Ber-
nardino City Council 
would have voted on 
approving his contract 
with the city that was 
to provide him with a 
$291,000 annual salary, 
pay add-ons and perqui-
sites worth $16,000 or 

thereabouts and benefits/
deferred compensation 
in the range of $89,000 
for a total annual com-
pensation of $396,000, 
six of the seven Salinas 
City Council members 
met in a two-hour closed 
session, after which it 
was announced they had 
voted 6-to-0 to termi-
nate Carrigan from his 
$355,899.38 total annual 
compensation job as city 
manager.

When it rains, it 
pours. 

In the course of a few 
months or maybe a few 
weeks or, depending on 
how you counted things 
out, a few days, Car-
rigan had lurched from 
one direction – running 
municipal operations 
in Salinas to adjusting 
himself to a similar but 
different life in San Ber-
nardino, overseeing mu-
nicipal operations there. 
Then he had lurched 
back, telling himself that 
he was going to mentally 
and spiritually recommit 
to Salinas and stay as the 
top municipal dog there, 
only to have the ground 
underneath him lurch, as 
he found himself without 
a job. Maintaining his 
composure, or trying re-
ally hard to, he lurched 
again, this time trying 
to land the position that 
suddenly and opportu-
nistically loomed before 
him, that of interim city 
manager in Pacific Grove 
in Monterey County. But 
because of the dual de-
bacle he had just been 
through with San Ber-
nardino and Salinas, and 
the damage done to his 
reputation as a result, or 
so he maintains, the Pa-
cific Grove City Council 
passed on hiring him.

Ultimately, after cata-
loging through the re-
mainder of the applicants 
for the city manager’s 
position, the city coun-
cil settled on Charles 
Montoya, who was pre-
viously employed as the 
city manager in Watson-
ville in California, city 
manager in Avondale, 
Arizona, town manager 
in Florence, Arizona, fi-
nance director and trea-
surer with the Town of 
Castle Rock in Colorado, 
the chief financial officer 
for Centennial, Colo-
rado as well as Jefferson 
County in Colorado, af-
ter having grown ac-

climated to government 
employment as an em-
ployee in the governor’s 
office in New Mexico.

On November 30, 
2023 the Irvine-based 
Executive Law Group on 
Carrigan’s behalf filed a 
$2.2 million claim with 
the City of San Ber-
nardino. Carrigan’s at-
torney R. Craig Scott 
maintained Carrigan 
was fired by the city of 
Salinas, where he was 
employed as city man-
ager when he applied 
for a similar position in 
San Bernardino, because 
someone with San Ber-
nardino intentionally 
informed his political 
masters in Salinas that 
he was contemplating 
leaving his managerial 
post there.

In that claim, Scott, 
essentially discounted 
that Carrigan of his own 
volition withdrew his ap-
plication less than a week 
before the San Bernardi-
no City Council was set 
to ratify his hiring.

In response, a major-
ity of the city council 
voted to enter into a con-
tract with JL Group LLC 
to carry out an investiga-
tion into the events sur-
rounding the city man-
ager search, the effort to 
hire Carrigan, his deci-
sion to turn down the 
offer and what led to his 
firing in Salinas.

While JL Group was 
given relatively free ac-
cess to San Bernardino 
city employees, materi-
als and documentation, 
it was hamstrung in car-
rying out much of its 
investigation by a lack 
of subpoena authority, 
which restricted it from 
obtaining in many in-
stances any information, 
let alone thorough and 
complete information, 
from crucial participants 
in the string of events be-
ing focused upon. 

In this way, JL Group 
was put in the position of 
having to draw its infor-
mation from those will-
ing to participate and 
submit to interviews. As 
such, the investigation 
and the report thereby 
generated reflected in-
formation from partici-
pants with an interest in 
putting their best foot 
forward and providing 
input that entirely omit-
ted or at most minimized 
any of their own involve-

ment in, responsibility 
for or perpetration of the 
acts at the basis of the in-
vestigation.  

In addition, what 
can only be ascribed 
to personality conflicts 
between, on one side, 
Councilwoman Calvin 
and, on the other side, 
councilmembers San-
chez, Ibarra, Figueroa 
and Shorett, ones that 
appear to have acceler-
ated over the last year 
and which were com-
pounded during the 
search for a city manager 
and the eventual hiring 
of Montoya, hang over 
the entire circumstance. 
Compounding that, Cal-
vin lost her bid for elec-
tion in March after fail-
ing last fall to qualify 
for the ballot, forcing 
her to run as a write-in 
candidate. Thus, any city 
employees interviewed 
by JL Groups investiga-
tors would be aware that 
it would be impolitic at 
best to answer questions 
that might in any fashion 
be seen as a defense of 
Calvin. 

Because the public 
has been treated only to 
the two-page executive 
summary of the report 
and a selection of 18 full 
and partial pages, some 
of which are expurgated, 
of what is at least a 103-
page report of the in-
vestigation, it cannot be 
said with definitude what 
ground the investigation 
did and did not cover.

It does not appear, 
however, that JL Group 
focused on known leaks 
of information relat-
ing to the city manager 
search from the Koff and 
Associates recruitment 
team. Rojas, who was 
one of the primary points 
of contact between Koff 
and Associates and both 
the City of San Ber-
nardino and Carrigan, 
was a primary source 
of information to the JL 
Group’s investigators, 
who sought to mask his 
identity and protect his 
confidentiality by des-
ignating him as Witness 
B. It does not appear that 
JL Group pursued with 
Rojas making a deter-
mination of the degree 
to which he shared with 
those applicants for the 
city manager’s post who 
their competitors were. 
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Having  Secretly Applied For The SB Job 
While Yet Working For Salinas, Carrigan 
Was Offered  The San Bernardino Post But 
Delayed In Accepting It, Even As Word 
Was Reaching Salinas Of His Betrayal, At 
Which Point He Spurned The SB Offer, 
Only To Be Fired By Salinas   from  page  6

Continued on Page 15
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ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME CASE

N U M B E R 
CIVSB2404955

TO ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: Petitioner: 
Gaven Daniel Martin filed 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:

Gaven Daniel Martin to 
Gaven Daniel De La Fosse, 
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this mat-
ter appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes 
described above must file a 
written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the peti-
tion should not be granted. If 
no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing.

Notice of Hearing:
Date: 05/03/2024
Time: 08:30 AM
Department: S27
The address of the court is 

Superior Court of California, 
County of San Bernardino San 
Bernardino District-Civil Di-
vision,, 247 West Third Street, 
San Bernardino, CA 92415 IT 
IS FURTHER ORDERED that 
a copy of this order be published 
in the SBCS Upland in San 
Bernardino County California, 
once a week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for 
hearing of the petition.

Dated: 03/08/2024
Judge of the Superior 

Court: Gilbert G. Ochoa
Published in the SBCS Up-

land on 03/28/2024, 04/04/2024, 
04/11/2024, 04/18/2024

FBN 20240002503
The following entity is do-

ing business primarily in San 
Bernardino County as

SUNSHINE CLEANING 
SOLUTION 8529 SIERRA 
MADRE AVE RANCHO 
CUCAMONGA, CA 91730: 
AMANDA M LANTER

Business Mailing Address: 
8529 SIERRA MADRE AVE 
RANCHO CUCAMONGA, 
CA 91730

The business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A.

By signing, I declare that 
all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. A 
registrant who declares as true 
information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of 
a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all informa-
tion on this statement becomes 
Public Record upon filing.

/s/ AMANDA M LANT-
ER

Statement filed with the 
County Clerk of San Bernardi-
no on: 3/13/2024

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of the 
original statement on file in my 
office San Bernardino County 
Clerk By:/Deputy D9865

Notice-This fictitious 
name statement expires five 
years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed 
before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of anoth-
er under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et 
seq., Business and Professions 
Code).

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on 
March 29 and April 5, 12 & 
19, 2024.

FBN 20240002998
The following entity is do-

ing business primarily in San 
Bernardino County as

GIBIN MILLWORK 4201 
E SANTA ANA ST UNIT F 
ONTARIO, CA 91761: GIBIN 
REMODELING INC 2125 S 
HELLMAN AVE STE O ON-
TARIO, CA 91761

Business Mailing Address: 
2125 S HELLMAN AVE STE 
O ONTARIO, CA 91761

The business is conducted 
by: A CORPORATION regis-
tered with the State of Califor-
nia under the number 4649368.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: Janu-
ary 4, 2024.

By signing, I declare that 
all information in this state-
ment is true and correct. A 
registrant who declares as true 
information which he or she 
knows to be false is guilty of 
a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all informa-
tion on this statement becomes 
Public Record upon filing.

/s/ IMELDA PULIDO, 
Secretary

Statement filed with the 
County Clerk of San Bernardi-
no on: 3/26/2024

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of the 
original statement on file in my 
office San Bernardino County 
Clerk By:/Deputy J9965

Notice-This fictitious 
name statement expires five 
years from the date it was 
filed in the office of the county 
clerk. A new fictitious business 
name statement must be filed 
before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of anoth-
er under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14400 et 
seq., Business and Professions 
Code).

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on 
March 29 and April 5, 12 & 
19, 2024.

NOTICE OF PETI-
TION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: PAUL LU-
THER WILLIAMS

CASE NO. PRO-
VA2400132

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the 
will or estate, or both of PAUL 
LUTHER WILLIAMS: a peti-
tion for probate has been filed 
by MARDEN GEORGE PAUL 
WILLIAMS in the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
SAN BERNARDINO.

THE PETITION FOR 
PROBATE requests that 
MARDEN GEORGE PAUL 
WILLIAMS be appointed as 
personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the de-
cedent.

THE PETITION requests 
full authority to administer 
the estate under the Indepen-
dent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative 
to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. Be-
fore taking certain very im-
portant actions, however, the 
personal representative will be 
required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have 
waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The full 
independent administration 
authority will be granted un-
less an interested person files 
an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the 
authority.

A hearing on the petition 
will be held July 10, 2024 at 
9:00 a.m. at

San Bernardino County 
Superior Court, Fontana Dis-
trict

Department F2 – Fontana
17780 Arrow Boulevard
Fontana, CA 92335
IF YOU OBJECT to the 

granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or 
file written objections with the 

court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person 
or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor 
of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by 
the court within the later of ei-
ther (1) four months from the 
date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal represen-
tative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under 
Section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code.

Other California statutes 
and legal authority may af-
fect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with 
the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from 
the court clerk.

MARDEN GEORGE 
PAUL WILLIAMS, In Pro Per

21935 VAN BUREN 
STREET #B6

GRAND TERRACE, CA 
92313

Phone (951) 529-1599
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on 
April 5, 12 & 19, 2024.

FBN 20240002751
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Ber-
nardino County as

SOUTHLAND POOL PLAS-
TERING, INC. 6421 SUNSTONE 
AVE RANCHO CUCAMONGA, 
CA 90701: SOUTHLAND POOL 
PLASTERING, INC. 6421 SUN-
STONE AVE RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA, CA 90701

Business Mailing Address: 
6421 SUNSTONE AVE RANCHO 
CUCAMONGA, CA 90701

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION registered with 
the State of California.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: June 6, 1978.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all information 
on this statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing.

/s/ MARIO JUAREZ, CEO
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
3/20/2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy D9865

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on April 5, 12. 
19 & 26, 2024.

NOTICE OF PETI-
TION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: LETA MA-
RIE PAUL

CASE NO. PRO-
VA2400289

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the 
will or estate, or both of LETA 
MARIE PAUL:

A petition for probate has 
been filed by VICTOR MAN-
UEL PAUL JR. in the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
SAN BERNARDINO.

THE PETITION FOR 

PROBATE requests that VIC-
TOR MANUEL PAUL JR. be 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative to administer the es-
tate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests 
FULL AUTHORITY to ad-
minister the estate under the 
Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal repre-
sentative to take many actions 
without obtaining court ap-
proval. Before taking certain 
very important actions, how-
ever, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give 
notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be 
granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant 
the authority.

A hearing on the petition 
will be held May 23, 2024 at 
9:00 a.m. at

San Bernardino County 
Superior Court Fontana Dis-
trict

Department F1 – Fontana
17780 Arrow Boulevard
Fontana, CA 92335
Filed: April 8, 2024
CHRISTINA WRIGHT, 

Deputy Court Clerk.
IF YOU OBJECT to the 

granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or 
file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person 
or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor 
of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by 
the court within the later of ei-
ther (1) four months from the 
date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal represen-
tative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under 
Section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code.

Other California statutes 
and legal authority may af-
fect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with 
the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from 
the court clerk.

Attorney for Victor Manu-
el Paul Jr.:

R. SAM PRICE
SBN 208603
PRICE LAW FIRM, APC
454 Cajon Street
REDLANDS, CA 92373
Phone (909) 328 7000
Fax (909) 475 9500
sam@pricelawfirm.com
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on 
April 12, 19 & 26, 2024.

ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME CASE

N U M B E R 
CIVSB2404448

TO ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: Petitioner 
DANIEL MAZARIEGOS 
filed with this court for a 
decree changing names as 
follows:

DANIEL MAZAR-
IEGOS to DANIEL SAN-
DOVAL

THE COURT ORDERS 
that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 

why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above 
must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.

Notice of Hearing:
Date: 05/20/2024
Time: 08:30 AM
Department: S26
The address of the court is 

Superior Court of California, 
County of San Bernardino San 
Bernardino District-Civil Di-
vision 247 West Third Street, 
San Bernardino, CA 92415 IT 
IS FURTHER ORDERED that 
a copy of this order be pub-
lished in the San Bernardino 
County California, once a 
week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for 
hearing of the petition.

Filed: 03/20/2024
Khiyara Frontela, Deputy 

Clerk of the Court
Judge of the Superior 

Court: Gilbert G. Ochoa
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on 
April 12, 19, 26 & May 3, 2024.

ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME CASE

N U M B E R 
CIVSB2404442

TO ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: Petitioner 
OLGA MARINA MAZ-
ARIEGOS filed with this 
court for a decree changing 
names as follows:

OLGA MARINA 
MAZARIEGOS to MA-
RINA SANDOVAL

THE COURT ORDERS 
that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above 
must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.

Notice of Hearing:
Date: 05/20/2024
Time: 08:30 AM
Department: S25
The address of the court is 

Superior Court of California, 
County of San Bernardino San 
Bernardino District-Civil Di-
vision 247 West Third Street, 
San Bernardino, CA 92415 IT 
IS FURTHER ORDERED that 
a copy of this order be pub-
lished in the San Bernardino 
County California, once a 
week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for 
hearing of the petition.

Filed: 03/20/2024
Khiyara Frontela, Deputy 

Clerk of the Court
Judge of the Superior 

Court: Gilbert G. Ochoa
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on 
April 12, 19, 26 & May 3, 2024.

ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME CASE

N U M B E R 
CIVSB2405577

TO ALL INTEREST-
ED PERSONS: Petitioner 
MOHAMMED KHALAF 
NASSRULLAH ALOTH-
MAN filed with this court 
for a decree changing 
names as follows:

M O H A M M E D 
KHALAF NASSRULLAH 
ALOTHMAN to MIKE 
ALOTHMAN

[and]
ZENNALABADEEN 

MOHAMMED KHALAF 
ALOTHMAN to ZAIN 
ALOTHMAN

[and]
KANZ MOHAMMED 

ALOTHMAN to KANZ 
ALOTHMAN

[and]
FAHAD MOHAM-

MED ALOTHMAN to 
FAHAD ALOTHMAN

THE COURT ORDERS 
that all persons interested in 
this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above 
must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.

Notice of Hearing:
Date: 05/07/2024
Time: 08:30 AM
Department: S32
The address of the court is 

Superior Court of California, 
County of San Bernardino San 
Bernardino District-Civil Di-
vision 247 West Third Street, 
San Bernardino, CA 92415 IT 
IS FURTHER ORDERED that 
a copy of this order be pub-
lished in the San Bernardino 
County California, once a 
week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set for 
hearing of the petition.

Filed: 03/26/2024
Abrianna Rodriguez, Dep-

uty Clerk of the Court
Judge of the Superior 

Court: Gilbert G. Ochoa
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on 
April 12, 19, 26 & May 3, 2024.

FBN 20240002146
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Ber-
nardino County as

JJ IRON WORKS & WOOD 
DESIGNS 4115 N SIERRA WAY  
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92407: 
ROBERTO C VILLALOBOS  

Business Mailing Address: 
4115 N SIERRA WAY  SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92407

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: January 1, 2024.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all information 
on this statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing.

/s/ ROBERTO C. VILLALO-
BOS

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
3/05/2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy J3256

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on April 12, 19, 
26  & May 3, 2024.

FBN 20240002078
The following person is do-

ing business as: ATMYFRIEND-
SHOUSE; ANGEL WINGSUAS. 
4195 CHINO HILLS PARWAY 
#1199 CHINO HILLS, CA 91709;[ 

MAILING ADDRESS 14947 
CHELSEA AVE CHINO HILLS, 
CA 91709];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

JEVITA R WEBSTER 4195 
CHINO HILLS PARKWAY #1199 
CHINO HILLS, CA 91709.

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JEVITA R WEBSTER, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the 
County Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: MARCH 01, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 03/22/2024, 
03/29/2024, 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024 CNBB12202401MT

NOTICE OF PUBIC 
LIEN SALE

Notice is hereby given that 
personal property in the follow-
ing units will be sold at public 
auction pursuant to Sections 
21701-21716 of the California 
Self-Service Storage Facility 
Act. A public lien sale will be 
conducted by www.storaget-
reasures.com on the 3rd day 
of April 2024, at or after 8:00 
am. The property is stored by 
All American Storage Ontario 
located at 505 S. Mountain 
Avenue, Ontario, CA 91762. 
Purchases must be made in 
CASH ONLY. Items are sold 
AS IS WHERE IS and must 
be removed at the time of sale. 
All American Storage Ontario 
reserves the right to refuse 
any bid or cancel auction. The 
items to be sold are generally 
described as follows: miscella-
neous personal and household 
goods stored by the following 
persons:

Unit       Name
D104      Claudia Drochak
C157      Anthony Acosta
C139      Virginia Ruiz
C160      Michael Heyrend
D057      Desiree M Tellez
C023      Christal Zimmerle
Dated: 4/18/2024
Signed: Garrett Gossett
storagetreasures.com
Sales subject to prior can-

cellation in the event of settle-
ment between Owner and obli-
gated party.

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on 
April 19 & 26, 2024.

NOTICE OF PETI-
TION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: KIMBERLY 
MICHELLE CATHEY

CASE NO.  PRO-
VA2400263

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent creditors, 
and persons who may other-
wise be interested in the will 
or estate, or both of KIMBER-
LY MICHELLE CATHEY: a 
petition for probate has been 
filed by WILLIAM ROY 
HONEYCUTT in the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
SAN BERNARDINO.

THE PETITION FOR 
PROBATE requests that WIL-
LIAM ROY HONEYCUTT 
be appointed as personal rep-
resentative to administer the 
estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests 
full authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent 
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Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to take 
many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before 
taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority 
will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not 
grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition 
will be held MAY 15, 2024 at 
9:00 am at

San Bernardino County 
Superior Court Fontana Dis-
trict

Department F2 – Fontana
17780 Arrow Boulevard
Fontana, CA 92335
Filed: MARCH 22, 2024
DiAnna Verdugo, Deputy 

Court Clerk.
IF YOU OBJECT to the 

granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or 
file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person 
or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor 
of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by 
the court within the later of ei-
ther (1) four months from the 
date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal represen-
tative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under 
Section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code.

Other California statutes 
and legal authority may af-
fect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with 
the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from 
the court clerk.

Attorney for William Roy 
Honeycutt:

R. SAM PRICE
SBN 208603
PRICE LAW FIRM, APC
454 Cajon Street
REDLANDS, CA 92373
Phone (909) 328 7000
Fax (909) 475 9500
sam@pricelawfirm.com
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on 
April 19 & 26 and May 3, 2024.

NOTICE OF PETI-
TION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: JUANA H. 
PEDRAZA

CASE NO. PRO-
VA2400278

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent creditors, 
and persons who may other-
wise be interested in the will 
or estate, or both of JUANA 
H. PEDRAZA has been filed 
by FRANCISCO AND ANNA 
GUZMAN in the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
SAN BERNARDINO.

THE PETITION FOR 
PROBATE requests that 
FRANCISCO AND ANNA 
GUZMAN be appointed as 
personal representatives to 
administer the estate of the 
decedent.

THE PETITION requests 
authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to take 
many actions without obtain-

ing court approval. Before 
taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority 
will be granted unless an inter-
ested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not 
grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition 
will be held MAY 15, 2024 at 
9:00 a.m. at San Bernardino 
County Superior Court, Fon-
tana District

Department F1 – Fontana
17780 Arrow Boulevard
Fontana, CA 92335
IF YOU OBJECT to the 

granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or 
file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person 
or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor 
of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by 
the court within the later of ei-
ther (1) four months from the 
date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal represen-
tative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under 
Section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code.

Other California statutes 
and legal authority may af-
fect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with 
the court a Request for Spe-
cial Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from 
the court clerk.

Attorney for Franccisco 
and Anna Guzaman:

JAMES LEE, ESQUIRE 
SBN: 110838

LAW OFFICE OF MARC 
E. GROSSMAN

100 N. EUCLID AVE, 
SECOND FLOOR

Upland, CA 91786
jim@wefight4you.com
Telephone: (909) 608-7426
Fax: (909) 949 3077
Published in the San Ber-

nardino County Sentinel on 
April 19 & 26 and May 3, 2024.

FBN 20240002629
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Ber-
nardino County as

THE BEAUTY VAULT  1357 
KENDALL DR STE 16 SAN 
BERNARDINO, CA 92407: 
HARDIMAN HOLDINGS EN-
TERPRISE LLC 11109 AMA-
RILLO STREET RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA, CA 91701

Business Mailing Address: 
11109 AMARILLO STREET 
RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 
91701

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY registered with the State 
of California under the number 
202461211225.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on: March 11, 2024.

By signing, I declare that 
all information in this statement 
is true and correct. A registrant 
who declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be false 
is guilty of a crime (B&P Code 
179130). I am also aware that all 
information on this statement be-
comes Public Record upon filing.

/s/ DERRICK EUGENE 
THOMAS HARDIMAN, CEO

Statement filed with the 
County Clerk of San Bernardino 
on: 3/18/2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 

statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy J2526

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on April 
19 & 26 and May 3 & 10, 2024.

FBN 20240002550
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Ber-
nardino County as

RM ACADEMY LLC 13673 
SMOKESTONE ST. RANCHO 
CUCAMONGA, CA 91739: RM 
ACADEMY LLC 13673 SMOKE-
STONE ST. RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA, CA 91739

Business Mailing Address: 
13673 SMOKESTONE ST. RAN-
CHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91739

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY registered with the State 
of California under the number 
202460718541.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: January 1, 2024.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all information 
on this statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing.

/s/ RAISA TEIXEIRA ES-
PARZA, CEO

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
3/14/2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy J6748

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on April 19 & 
26 and May 3 & 10, 2024.

FBN 20240003710
The following entity is doing 

business primarily in San Ber-
nardino County as

CHEXMATE INVESTIGA-
TIONS 1525 VIGILANT ST UP-
LAND, CA 91784: KENNETH W 
COUNTS

Business Mailing Address: 
8780 19TH STREET #154 ALTA 
LOMA, CA 91701

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A.

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130). I 
am also aware that all information 
on this statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing.

/s/ KENNETH W COUNTS, 
Owner

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
4/17/2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy J3108

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on April 19 & 
26 and May 3 & 10, 2024.

FBN 20240002117
The following person is do-

ing business as: TRANSIT NOW 
LOGISTICS 9431 HAVEN AV-
ENUE SUITE 100 RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA, CA 91730;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 9431 HAVEN 
AVENUE SUITE 100 RANCHO 
CUCAMONGA, CA 91730];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

TRANSIT NOW LOGISTICS 
9431 HAVEN AVENUE SUITE 
100 RANCHO CUCAMONGA, 
CA 91730 STATE OF ORGANI-
ZATION CA ARTICLES OF OR-
GANZIATION 202460816166

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: FEB 27, 2024

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ MARCO SANCHEZ, CEO
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 04, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 03/29/2024, 
04/05/2024, 04/12/2024, 
04/19/2024 CNBB14202401MT

FBN 20240003269
The following person is doing 

business as: EZ MOVING AND 
HAULING. 9074 SURREY AVE 
MONTCLAIR, CA 91763;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 9074 SURREY 
AVE MONTCLAIR, CA 91763];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

JUAN R GONZALEZ JR 9074 
SURREY AVE MONTCLAIR, CA 
91763.

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JUAN R GONZALEZ JR, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 02, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202401MT

FBN 20240003289
The following person is do-

ing business as: GET IT GONE. 
808 COLLEGE AVENUE RED-
LANDS, CA 92375;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS P.O BOX 7944 RED-
LANDS, CA 92375];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

LENARI UNLIMITED 
LLC 808 COLLEGE AVENUE 
REDLANDS, CA 92374 STATE 
OF ORGANIZATION CA AR-
TICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
202359918373

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 

true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ LENEIR B. WEBB II, 
MANAGING MEMEBER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 02, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202402MT

FBN 20240003117
The following person is do-

ing business as: ICARS AUTO 
SALES. 1254 S WATERMAN 
AVE STE 53 SAN BERNARDI-
NO, CA 92408;[ MAILING AD-
DRESS 1254 S WATERMAN AVE 
STE 53 SAN BERNADRINO, CA 
92408];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

ICARS AUTO SALES, LLC. 
1254 S WATERMAN AVE STE 53 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92408 
STATE OF ORGANIZATION CA 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
2018135510029 The business is 
conducted by: A LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ KHALED K ABURAJAB, 
MANAGING MEMBER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 29, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202403MT

FBN 20240003200
The following person is doing 

business as: J & M CONSTRUC-
TION CONSULTANT AND SER-
VICES. 610 W J ST ONTARIO, 
CA 91762;[ MAILING ADDRESS 
610 W J ST ONTARIO, CA 91762];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

MARTHA MURO 610 W J ST 
ONTARIO, CA 91762.

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ MARTHA MURO, OWN-
ER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 01, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 

of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202404MT

FBN 20240003207
The following person is do-

ing business as: A’S PLUMBING 
AND DRAIN CLEANING. 6341 
N ANGELS PEAK DR SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92407;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 6341 N ANGELS 
PEAK DR SAN BERNARDINO, 
CA 92407];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

SAMNUEL N ARQUIETA 
6341 N ANGELS PEAK DR SAN 
BERNARDINO, CA 92407.

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ SAMNUEL N ARQUIETA, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 01, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202405MT

FBN 20240003225
The following person is do-

ing business as: OUTDOORAD-
SRIVERLUX. 429 N K STREET 
MURRIETA, CA 92363;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 23400 BLUE 
GARDENIA LANE MURRIETA, 
CA 92562];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

MICHAEL P WEST 429 N K 
STREET LANE NEEDLES, CA 
92363.

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ MICHAEL P WEST, OWN-
ER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 01, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202406MT

FBN 20240003224
The following person is do-

ing business as: EPICURE SOLU-
TIONS. 23915 SPRINGWATER 
RD UNIT #2 CRESTLINE, CA 
92325;[ MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O BOX 1202 REDLANDS, CA 
92373];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

THOMAS J WRIGHT 23915 
SPRINGWATER RD UNIT #2 

CRESTLINE, CA 92325.
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL.
The registrant commenced 

to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ THOMAS J WRIGHT, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 01, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202407MT

FBN 20240003094
The following person is do-

ing business as: A1 FINANCING 
SERVICES. 1511 W HOLT BLVD 
SUITE G ONTARIO, CA 91762;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 1511 W 
HOLT BLVD SUITE G ONTAR-
IO, CA 91762];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

IK INVESTMENTS, INC. 
1511 W HOLT BLVD SUITE G 
ONTARIO, CA 91762 STATE OF 
INCORPORATION CA

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: JUL 01, 2001

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ IVAN E RODRIGUEZ, 
PRESIDENT

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 29, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202408MT

FBN 20240003097
The following person is doing 

business as: ACTION MOBILE 
HOMES. 1511 W HOLT BLVD 
STE F ONTARIO, CA 91762;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 1511 W 
HOLT BLVD STE F ONTARIO, 
CA 91762];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

ACTION MOBILE HOMES, 
INC. 1511 W HOL BLVD SUITE F 
ONTARIO, CA 91762 STATE OF 
INCORPORATION CA

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: JUN 01, 1993

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ IVAN E RODRIGUEZ, 
PRESIDENT

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 29, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
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statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202409MT

FBN 20240003153
The following person is do-

ing business as: ZAPATO AUTO 
SALES CORP. 363 WEST 6TH 
STREET SUITE 113 SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92401;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 363 W 6TH ST 
SUITE 13 SAN BERNARDINO, 
CA 92401];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

ZAPATO AUTO SALE CORP 
363 W 6TH STREET SUITE 13 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92401 
STATE OF INCORPORATION 
CA

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: JAN 05, 2004

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ SANTA BARRON, CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 29, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202410MT

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME CASE

NUMBER CIVSB2405577
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-

SONS: Petitioner MOHAMMED 
KHALAF NASSRULLAH ALO-
THMAN filed with this court for a 
decree changing names as follows:

MOHAMMED KHALAF 
NASSRULLAH ALOTHMAN to 
MIKE ALOTHMAN

[and]
ZENNALABADEEN MO-

HAMMED KHALAF ALOTH-
MAN to ZAIN ALOTHMAN

[and]
KANZ MOHAMMED ALO-

THMAN to KANZ ALOTHMAN
[and]
FAHAD MOHAMMED ALO-

THMAN to FAHAD ALOTHMAN
THE COURT ORDERS that 

all persons interested in this matter 
appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name 
changes described above must file a 
written objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter 
is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing.

Notice of Hearing:
Date: 05/07/2024
Time: 08:30 AM
Department: S32
The address of the court is Su-

perior Court of California, County 
of San Bernardino San Bernardino 
District-Civil Division 247 West 
Third Street, San Bernardino, 
CA 92415 IT IS FURTHER OR-
DERED that a copy of this order 
be published in the San Bernardino 
County California, once a week for 
four successive weeks prior to the 
date set for hearing of the petition.

Filed: 03/26/2024
Abrianna Rodriguez, Deputy 

Clerk of the Court
Judge of the Superior Court: 

Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices Public Notices
Gilbert G. Ochoa

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on April 12, 19, 
26 & May 3, 2024

FBN 20240003096
The following person is do-

ing business as: IGLESIA MAN-
ANTIAL. 16779 ARROW BLVD 
FONTANA, CA 92335;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 33345 COLO-
RADO ST YUCAIPA, CA 92399];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

IGLESIA MANANTIAL 
16779 ARROW BLVD FON-
TANA, CA 92335 STATE OF IC-
NORPORATION CA ARTICLES 
OF INCOPORATION 2089929.

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: DEC 07, 1997

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ NANCY MORALES, SEC-
RETARY

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 29, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202411MT

FBN 20240002940
The following person is doing 

business as: LUSH PRINT CO.. 
999 N. WATERMAN AVE STE 
A-23 SAN BERNARDINO, CA 
92410;[ MAILING ADDRESS 999 
N. WATERMAN AVE STE A-23 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92405;

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

COCCO LUSH INC 999 N. 
WATERMAN AVE STE B-17 
SANBERNARDINO, CA 92410 
STATE OF INCORPORATION 
CA

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ROBIN WITHERS, CEO
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 25, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202412MT

FBN 20240003233
The following person is do-

ing business as: JB ENTERPRISE. 
15050 MONTE VISTA AVENUE 
SP 91 CHINO HILLS, CA 91709;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 15050 
MONTE VISTA AVENUE SP 91 
CHINO HILLS, CA 91709];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

JUAN J BAILLY
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL.
The registrant commenced to 

transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: MAR 11, 2024

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 

true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JUAN J BAILLY, OWNER
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 02, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202414MT

FBN 20240003320
The following person is do-

ing business as: ROYAL COLLI-
SION CENTER. 1800 FOOTHILL 
BLVD FONTANA, CA 92335;[ 
MAILING ADRESS 1500 FOOT-
HILL BLVD FONTANA, CA 
92335 ];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

AJ MAGMEN, INC 1500 
LONG BEACH BLVD LONG 
BEACH, CA 90813 STATE OF IN-
CORPORATION CA

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: OCT 11, 2017

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JOSE MAGDALENO, CEO
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 04, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202415MT

FBN 20240003323
The following person is do-

ing business as: INVICTUS SER-
VICES. 9668 MILLIKEN AVE 
SUITE 104-220 RANCHO CU-
CAMONGA, CA 91730;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 9668 MILLIKEN 
AVE SUITE 104-220 RANCHO 
CUCAMONGA, CA 91730];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

HILDA GONZAGA
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL.
The registrant commenced 

to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ HILDA GONZAGA, OWN-
ER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 04, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 

federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202416MT

FBN 20240003162
The following person is doing 

business as: EVOLUTION LIFT. 
12757 KIOWA RD APT 3 APPLE 
VALLEY, CA 92308;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS 311 W CIVIC CEN-
TER DR STE B SANTA ANA, CA 
92701];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

ANDREW ALFARO
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL.
The registrant commenced 

to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ANDREW ALFARO, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 29, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/05/2024, 
04/12/2024, 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024 CNBB14202417CV

FBN 20240003464
The following person is doing 

business as: THE G COMPANY. 
25388 7TH ST SAN BERNARDI-
NO, CA 92410;[ MAILING AD-
DRESS 25388 7TH ST SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92410];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

JOAN M GAMEZ-CRUZ 
25388 7TH ST SAN BERNARDI-
NO, CA 92410; DESIRAE R GA-
MEZ 25388 7TH ST SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92410.

The business is conducted by: 
A MARRIED COUPLE.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JOANN M GAMEZ-CRUZ, 
HUSBAND

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 09, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/12/2024, 
04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024 CNBB15202407MT

FBN 20240003351
The following person is do-

ing business as: EMPIRE INN. 
294 E HOSPITALITY LANE 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92408;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 294 E 
HOSPITALITY LANE SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92408];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

SKYLARK HOTEL, INC 
294 E HOSPITALITY LANE 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92408 
STATE OF INCORPORATION 
CA ARTICLES OF INCORPORA-
TION 4281623

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fic-
titious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ KALPESH SOLANKI, 
PRESIDENT

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 05, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/12/2024, 
04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024 CNBB15202406MT

FBN 20240003489
The following person is doing 

business as: FLEXXPARTS. 15218 
SUMIT AVE. SUITE #300-251 
FONTANA, CA 92336;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 15218 SUMIT 
AVE. SUITE #300-251 FON-
TANA, CA 92336];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

FLEXXPARTS 15218 SUM-
MIT AVE SUITE #300-251 FON-
TANA, CA 92336 STATE OF IN-
CORPORATION CA

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: JAN 10, 2024

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ VANESSA FLORES, CEO
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 10, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/12/2024, 
04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024 CNBB15202405MT

FBN 20240003486
The following person is doing 

business as: DIVINE BEAUTY 
& WELLNESS BY SHERLY. 
8405 HAVEN AVE RANCHO 
CUCAMONGA, CA 91730;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 10808 
FOOTHILL BLVD STE 160-302 
RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 
91730];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

SARAH S MANOPO
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL.
The registrant commenced to 

transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: APR 04, 2024

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ SARAH S MANOPO, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 10, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 

the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/12/2024, 
04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024 CNBB15202404MT

FBN 20240003440
The following person is do-

ing business as: 2ND CHANCE 
COLLISION & AUTOBODY. 
909 W 21ST STREET SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 2405;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS 19193 MOUNTAIN 
SHADOW LN PERRIS, CA 
92570];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

ROBERT L. EARLY
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL.
The registrant commenced to 

transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: APR 01, 2024

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ROBERT L. EARLY, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 09, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/12/2024, 
04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024 CNBB15202403MT

FBN 20240003428
The following person is do-

ing business as: TOP KNOT HAIR 
SALON. 28200 CA-189, UNIT 
R115 LAKE ARROWHEAD, CA 
92352;[ MAILING ADDRESS PO 
BOX 3841 LAKE ARROWHEAD, 
CA 92352];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

LAUREN ANDREW ; BON-
NIE SUNSERI

The business is conducted by: 
A GENERAL PARTNERSHIP.

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed above on: APR 13, 2019

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ LAUREN ANDREW, 
MANAGER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 09, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing 
of this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state of a 
fictitious business name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see 
Section 14400 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/12/2024, 
04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024 CNBB15202402MT

FBN 20240003495    
The following person is doing 

business as: CHILO CARPET. 1239 
W 14TH ST APT #2 SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92411;[ MAIL-
ING ADDRESS 1239 W 14TH ST 
APT #2 SAN BER-NARDINO, CA 
92411];

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

ISIDRO DEL CARMEN 
VELEZ 

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: APR 05, 2024

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ISIDRO DEL CARMEN 
VELEZ, OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 10, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202401MT 

FBN 20240003532    
The following person is do-

ing business as: CHINA HOUSE 
STATE HIGHWAY 18. 32716 
HIGHWAY 18 LUCERNE VAL-
LEY, CA 92356;[ MAILING AD-
DRESS PO BOX 1632 LUCERNE 
VALLEY, CA 92356];

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

MARIA DEL CARMEN 
DIAZ RAMIREZ 

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: APR 11, 2024

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ MARIA DEL CARMEN 
DIAZ RAMIREZ, OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 11, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202402MT 

FBN 20240003688    
The following person is do-

ing business as: COMMUNITY 
MULTI SERVICES. 1998 W VAL-
LEY BLVD UNIT A COLTON, 
CA 92324;[ MAILING ADDRESS 
1998 W VALLEY BLVD UNIT A 
COLTON, CA 92324]; 

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

CMSR LLC 1998 W VALLEY 
BLVD COLTON, CA 92324 STATE 
OF ORGANIZATION CA

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: MAY 01, 2019

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ARTURO SANCHEZ, 
MANAGER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 16, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
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Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202403MT 

FBN 20240003687    
The following person is doing 

business as: COLTON OUTLET. 
2010 W VALLEY BLVD COLTON, 
CA 92324;[ MAILING ADDRESS 
1998 W VALLEY BLVD UNIT A 
COLTON, CA 92324];

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

CMSR LLC 1998 W VALLEY 
BLVD COLTON, CA 92324 STATE 
OF ORGANIZATION CA; 2010 W 
VALLEY BLVD COLTON, CA 
92324

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: APR 20, 2021

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ARTURO SANCHEZ, 
MANAGER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 16, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202404MT 

FBN 20240003689    
The following person is do-

ing business as: LATIN BAR-
BER SHOP. 1998 W VALLEY 
BLVD UNIT A COLTON, CA 
92324;[ MAILING ADDRESS 
1998 W VALLEY BLVD UNIT A 
COLTON, CA 92324];

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

CMSR LLC 1998 W VALLEY 
BLVD COLTON, CA 92324 STATE 
OF ORGANIZATION CA

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: APR 16, 2024

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ARTURO SANCHEZ, 
MANAGER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 16, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202405MT 

FBN 20240003721    
The following person is do-

ing business as: HARO’S RES-

TAURANT AND BAR. 9673 SI-
ERRA AVE STE G FONTANA, 
CA 92335;[ MAILING ADDRESS 
9673 SIERRA AVE STE G FON-
TANA, CA 92335];

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

EL SINALOENSE TACOS 
AND BEER INC. 9673 SIERRA 
AVE SUITE G FONTANA, CA 
92335 STATE OF INCORPORA-
TION CA ARTICLES OF INCOR-
PORATION 4093900

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: APR 17, 2024

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ELISEO HARO, CEO
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 17, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202406MT 

FBN 20240003711    
The following person is doing 

business as: J & J RV RENTALS. 
180 E WINCHESTER DR RIAL-
TO, CA 92376;[ MAILING AD-
DRESS 180 E WINCHESTER DR 
RIALTO, CA 92376];

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

JUAN C MORA REYES 
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL. 
The registrant commenced to 

transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JUAN C MORA REYES, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 17, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202407MT 

FBN 20240003611    
The following person is doing 

business as: PAPABABES KITCH-
EN. 16023 BASELINE AVE #10 
FONTANA, CA 92336;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS 16023 BASELINE AVE 
#10 FON-TANA, CA 92336];

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

OATMANT INC. 5445 BI-
ELLA CT FONTANA, CA 92336 
STATE OF INCORPORATION 
CA ARTICLES OF INCORPORA-
TION 5123873

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-

cord upon filing.
s/ OMAR A TALLA, PRESI-

DENT
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 12, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202408MT 

FBN 20240003610    
The following person is do-

ing business as: INTEGRITY 
MACHINERY & PUMPS. 1053 3 
6TH ST APT #13 ONTARIO, CA 
91764;[ MAILING ADDRESS 1053 
3 6TH ST APT #13 ONTARIO, CA 
91764]; 

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

EDUARDO FERNANDEZ 
1053 E 6TH ST APT #13 ONTAR-
IO, CA 91764.

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ EDUARDO FERNANDEZ, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 12, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202409MT 

FBN 20240003663    
The following person is do-

ing business as: 3 POINT AUTO 
CARE. 26963 13TH ST HIGH-
LAND, CA 92346;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS 26963 13TH ST HIGH-
LAND, CA 92346];

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

LUIS RAMIREZ 26963 13TH 
ST HIGHLAND, CA 92346.

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ LUIS RAMIREZ, OWNER
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 15, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202410MT 

FBN 20240003540    
The following person is do-

ing business as: ADVED CRE-
ATIONS. 7885 MORNINGSIDE 
LANE HIGHLAND, CA 92346;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 7885 
MORNINGSIDE LANE HIGH-
LAND, CA 92346];

COUNTY OF  SAN BER-
NARDINO

MOGINRAJ MOHANDAS 
7885 MORNINGSIDE LANE 
HIGHLAND, CA 92346.

The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ MOGINRAJ MOHANDAS, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
APRIL 11, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024          
CNBB16202411MT 

FBN 20240001667    
The following person is doing 

business as: PUBLIC TRACTION; 
NJW 4195 CHINO HILLS PKWY 
#1160 CHINO HILLS, CA 91709;[ 
MAILING ADDRESS 311 W CIV-
IC CENTER DR STE B SANTA 
ANA, CA 92701];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

NJW RESILIENT CONSULT-
ING LLC 4195 CHINO HILLS 
PKWY #1160 CHINO HILLS, CA 
91709 STATE OF ORGANIZA-
TION CA ARTICLES OF ORGA-
NIZATION 202009910367

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ NICHOLAS WILSON, CEO
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
FEBRUARY 21, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 03/01/2024, 
03/08/2024, 03/15/2024, 03/22/2024          
CNBB9202410CV CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240002148    
The following person is doing 

business as: URIEL PAINTING 
1621 W RIALTO AVE APT K231 
FONTANA, CA 92335;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS 1621 W RIALTO AVE 
APT K231 FONTANA, CA 92335];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

URIEL GORDILLO The busi-
ness is conducted by: AN INDI-
VIDUAL 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 

declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ URIEL GORDILLO, OWN-
ER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 05, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 03/08/2024, 
03/15/2024, 03/22/2024, 03/29/2024          
CNBB10202421MT CORREC-
TION DATES 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240002124    
The following person is do-

ing business as: NAILSBYTERES 
2930 JUNE ST SAN BERNARDI-
NO, CA 92407;[ MAILING 2930 
JUNE ST SAN BERNARDINO, 
CA 92407];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

TERESA ESCAMILLA RU-
BIO The business is conducted by: 
AN INDIVIDUAL. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ TERESA ESCAMILLA RU-
BIO, OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
MARCH 04, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 03/08/2024, 
03/15/2024, 03/22/2024, 03/29/2024          
CNBB10202412MT CORREC-
TION DATES 04/19/2024, 
04/26/2024, 05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240000641    
The following person is do-

ing business as: MOBILE LIVE 
SCAN SOLUTIONS & NOTARY. 
18224 DAMIANA LN SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92407;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS 1101 S MILLIKEN 
AVE STE E #10005 ONTARIO, CA 
92407]; 

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

WIGGINS EXPRESS LIVE 
SCAN LLC 18224 DAMIANA LN 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92407 
STATE OF ORGANIZATION CA 
ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
202358816175

The business is conducted by: 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ KINISHIA L CLARK, 
MANAGING MEMBER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
JANUARY 23, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 

the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 02/02/2024, 
02/09/2024, 02/16/2024, 02/23/2024          
CNBB5202408MT CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240000364    
The following person is do-

ing business as: NSH CELANING 
SERVICES. 2635 SAINT ELMO 
DR SAN BERNARDINO, CA 
92410

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

JOSE A HERNANDEZ BAL-
TRAN 2635 SAINT ELMO DR 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92410; 
ADAN MARTINEZ ROBLES 
2635 SAINT ELMO DR SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92410 

The business is conducted by: 
A GENERAL PARTNERSHIP. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JOSE A. HERNANDEZ 
BALTRAN GENERAL PARTNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
JANUARY 12, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 01/19/2024, 
01/26/2024, 02/02/2024, 02/09/2024          
CNBB8202415MT CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240001566    
The following person is do-

ing business as: MONTOYA 
AND SONS TRUCK REPAIR. 
349 WHICHA WAY HEMET, CA 
92544;[ MAILING ADDRESS 
349 WHICHA WAY HEMET, CA 
92544];

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE
JAVIER MONTOYA PARRA 
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL. 
The registrant commenced to 

transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JAVIER MONTOYA PAR-
RA, OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
FEBRUARY 20, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 02/23/2024, 
03/01/2024, 03/08/2024, 03/15/2024          
CNBB8202409MT CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240000878    
The following person is do-

ing business as: ONESTOP AUTO 
TRANSPORT. 11696 LILAC RD 
ADELANTO, CA 92301;[ MAIL-

ING ADDRESS 311 W CIVIC 
CENTER DR STE B SANTA ANA, 
CA 92701];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

JESUS ALVAREZ 
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL. 
The registrant commenced to 

transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JESUS ALVAREZ, OWNER
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
JANUARY 29, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 02/16/2024, 
02/23/2024, 03/01/2024, 03/08/2024          
CNBB7202415CV CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240000452    
The following person is doing 

business as: EL TAQUERO RES-
TAURANT. 1736 W HIGHLAND 
AVE SAN BERNARDINO, CA 
92411;[ MAILING ADDRESS 1736 
W HIGHLAND AVE SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92411];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

MANUEL HURTADO CAL-
DERA 1736 W HIGHLAND AVE 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92411; 
MARIA MODESTA HURTADO 
CALDERA 1736 W HIGHLAND 
AVE SAN BERNARDINO, CA 
92411.

The business is conducted by: 
A MARRIED COUPLE. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ MANUEL HURTADO 
CALDERA, HUSBAND

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
JANUARY 16, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 02/16/2024, 
02/23/2024, 03/01/2024, 03/08/2024          
CNBB7202412MT CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240001466    
The following person is doing 

business as: ABEJAS PEINTING. 
225 S. ELK ST. SPC 84 HEMET, 
CA 92543;[ MAILING ADDRESS 
225 S. ELIK ST. SPC 84 HEMET, 
CA 92543];

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE
ALEJANDRO SOBERANES 
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL. 
The registrant commenced to 

transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ALEJANDRO SOBER-
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The following person is do-

ing business as: MICHOACAN 
AGUAS FRESCAS. 1145  W HILL 
DR SAN BERNARDINO, CA 
92407;[ MAILING ADDRESS 311 
W CIVIC CENTER DR STE B 
SANTA ANA, CA 92701];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

ANTONIO AVELAR JR 
The business is conducted by: 

AN INDIVIDUAL. 
The registrant commenced to 

transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ ANTONIO AVELA JR, 
OWNER

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
FEBRUARY 16, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 03/01/2024, 
03/08/2024, 03/15/2024, 03/22/2024          
CNBB9202411CV CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240001522    
The following person is do-

ing business as: NEW FORM 
CREATIVE. 1350 ALDERWOOD 
LN MENTONE, CA 92359;[ 

MAILING ADDRESS 1350 AL-
DERWOOD LN MENTONE, CA 
92359];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

DARIO R PEREZ 1350 AL-
DERWOOD LN MENTONE, CA 
92359; NICOLE A PEREZ 1350 
ALDERWOOD LN MENTONE, 
CA 92359.

The business is conducted by: 
A MARRIED COUPLE. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ DARIO R PEREZ, HUS-
BAND

Statement filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
FEBRUARY 16, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 03/01/2024, 
03/08/2024, 03/15/2024, 03/22/2024          
CNBB9202407MT CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240001511    
The following person is do-

ing business as: JMI CUSTOM & 
DISCOUNT FLOORING. 1164 

MONTE VISTA AVE SUITE #9 
UPLAND, CA 91786;[ MAILING 
ADDRESS 664 8TH AVE UP-
LAND, CA 91786];

COUNTY OF SAN BER-
NARDINO

JMI CREATIVE INC. 664 
N 8TH AVE UPLAND, CA 91786 
STATE OF INCORPORATION 
CA ARTICLES OF INCORPORA-
TION 4723128

The business is conducted by: 
A CORPORATION. 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed 
above on: N/A

By signing, I declare that all 
information in this statement is 
true and correct. A registrant who 
declares as true information which 
he or she knows to be false is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am 
also aware that all information on 
this statement becomes Public Re-
cord upon filing.

s/ JANELLE MALUENDA, 
PRESIDENT

Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
FEBRUARY 16, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 03/01/2024, 
03/08/2024, 03/15/2024, 03/22/2024          
CNBB9202406MT CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

ANES, OWNER
Statement filed with the Coun-

ty Clerk of San Bernardino on: 
FEBRUARY 15, 2024

I hereby certify that this copy 
is a correct copy of the original 
statement on file in my office San 
Bernardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

Notice-This fictitious name 
statement expires five years from 
the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious 
business name statement must be 
filed before that time. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself au-
thorize the use in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in violation of 
the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 
14400 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel 02/16/2024, 
02/23/2024, 03/01/2024, 03/08/2024          
CNBB7202426IR CORRECTION 
DATES 04/19/2024, 04/26/2024, 
05/03/2024, 05/10/2024

FBN 20240001505    

tana’s high schools is to 
provide them with jobs 
such as those available 
in warehouses, which 
do not demand skilled 
laborers. Between 2016 
and 2021, Fontana ap-
proved more than 30 
warehouses totaling ap-
proximately 16 million 
square feet in southern 
Fontana alone.

Increasingly, some 
elected officials, local 
residents and futurists 
are questioning whether 
warehouses constitute 
the highest and best use 
of the property avail-
able for development in 
the region. The glut of 
logistics facilities in the 
Inland Empire has some 
thinking their numbers 
are out of balance. In re-
futing the assertions of 
the proponents of ware-
houses that they consti-
tute positive economic 
development, their de-
tractors cite the relative-
ly poor pay and benefits 
provided to those who 
work in distribution fa-
cilities, the large diesel-
powered semi-trucks 
that are part of those 
operations with their 
unhealthy exhaust emis-
sions, together with the 
bane of traffic gridlock 
they create.

In Fontana in particu-
lar, an increasingly vocal 
element of the commu-
nity has decried the rela-
tively poor pay and ben-
efits provided to those 
who work in the logistics 
facilities, and the degree 
to which warehouse op-
erators not only exploit 
those who work there 
but victimize nearby 
residents with their use 

of large diesel-powered 
semi-trucks that are part 
of those operations with 
their unhealthy exhaust 
emissions, together with 
the bane of traffic grid-
lock they create.

In the face of that, 
Warren maintained that 
the building of ware-
houses constitutes easy 
“economic advance-
ment” for the Fontana 
community, which al-
lows those with capital 
to acquire or tie up prop-
erty and quickly convert 
the land into warehouses 
consisting of tilt-up 
buildings, thereby gen-
erating fast money and 
investment in the local 
economy.

In 2021, with the 
city council composed 
exactly as it is now, 
the city council voted 
4-1, with Sandoval be-
ing the lone dissenting 
vote, in favor of placing 
a 206,000-square-foot 
warehouse on the north 
side of Jurupa Hills 
High School at the cor-
ner of Slover and Ole-
ander avenues. After 
word reached California 
Attorney General Rob 
Bonta about that action, 
he sued Fontana over its 
affinity for warehouses.

As part of an effort 
to appease those object-
ing to the proliferation 
of warehousing in the 
city, Warren and her 
council allies adopted 
the so-called Industrial 
Commerce Center Sus-
tainability Standards 
Ordinance, which city 
officials said offered an 
assurance logistics fa-
cilities to be built in the 
city in the future would 
meet or exceed “all fed-
eral and state environ-
mental standards for 
warehouses and freight 

operations.” The city 
settled the suit brought 
by Bonta with an agree-
ment that it would apply 
greater regulation of the 
construction of logistics 
facilities in the city of 
214,307.

Envi ronmental is t s 
and community activ-
ists, however, saw what 
Warren and her cohorts 
were doing as merely 
engaging in lip service 
and a cynical manipula-
tion of their governmen-
tal authority to continue 
to cater to the real estate 
industry, land specula-
tors and developers that 
were heavily investing 
in Warren’s political 
career and her political 
machine. They decried 
the fashion in which she 
and the ruling council 
coalition she controlled 
nonchalantly imposed 
more warehouses on the 
neighborhoods at the 
city’s south end.

In an effort to silence 
her critics or at least re-
duce their volume and 

stridency, Warren and 
the city she heads have 
sought to avoid the use 
of the term warehouse.

This became evident 
on April 9, when the city 
council took up consider-
ation of what previously 
were referred to as ware-
houses. On the council’s 
agenda were three gener-
al plan amendments, two 
of which pertained to 
the construction of what 
the city euphemistically 
referred to as two sepa-
rate “industrial com-
merce center buildings.” 
The other general plan 
amendment involved a 
residential project.

One of the proposals, 
by the applicant MIG, 
Inc.,  was for to con-
struct a 355,995-square-
foot warehouse building 
the Citrus and Boyle In-
dustrial Commerce Cen-
ter on 15.8 gross acres 
located north of Slover 
Avenue, south of Boyle 
Avenue, and east of Cit-
rus Avenue at the south-
ern end of the city.

MIG sought a general 
plan amendment, zone 
change, tentative parcel 
map and design review 
to proceed with the pro-
posal.

Labor unions rep-
resenting construction 
workers supported the 
proposal. They made 
sure to refer to it as a 
commerce center.

Two local residents 
residing near the project 
site complained about 
not being provided with 
timely notification of the 
proposal.

The council support-
ed the project, which its 
supporters said would 
replace existing hazards 
and blight in the area, 
including abandoned 
buildings and boarded-
up homes, which are be-
set with homeless squat-
ters and crime.

Further approval was 
given to Chase Partners’ 
proposed Fontana Busi-
ness Center 3, located 
on the east side of Juni-
per Avenue and south of 

Santa Ana Avenue, also 
in southern Fontana.

The project required 
the granting of a general 
plan amendment, zone 
change, specific plan 
amendment, tentative 
parcel map, and admin-
istrative site plan to con-
struct a 33,585-square-
foot industrial commerce 
building on a 1.6 acre-
site.

There was no opposi-
tion to the project.

With Councilman 
Jesse Sandoval absent, 
the council voted 4-to-
0 to approve both of the 
warehouse projects and 
the residential under-
taking, the Monte Vista 
subdivision, which will 
entail 53 single-family 
residential units between 
Poplar Avenue and Ca-
tawba Avenue, south of 
Orchid Avenue.

During the evening’s 
discussion of the “in-
dustrial commerce cen-
ter buildings,” the term 
warehouse was not used.

-Mark Gutglueck

Orwellian Fontana 
Warehouses    from 
page 8 

Continued on Page 16

According to Carrigan’s 
claim, he was informed 
by Rojas while he was 
yet vying for the post 
that three members of 
the council, who are Af-
rican American, wanted 
a different candidate, 
one who was presum-
ably African American. 
Rojas was quoted in the 
claim as saying, “This is 
about race.” 

Similarly, Carrigan 
was a primary source for 
the investigators. There 

is no indication that the 
investigators explored 
with Carrigan, if he in 
fact knew, how officials 
in Salinas came to learn 
that he had applied for 
the San Bernardino job 
if they did not discover 
it from him when he in-
formed them on August 
26 and August 27, 2023 
that he was a finalist for 
the position. Nor is there 
an indication from the 
material released that 
an exacting discussion 
was carried out with 
Salinas officials, most 
particularly members of 
the city council, who, by 
the time the investiga-
tion was initiated, were 
wary of talking with 
investigators out of the 

concern that Carrigan 
might be inclined to file 
suit against Salinas for 
what he could allege was 
wrongful termination. 
Thus, it does not appear 
that the JL Group in-
vestigation explored the 
actual grounds for Carri-
gan’s termination in Sa-
linas nor how it was that 
the city council came by 
the information which 
led to its decision to ter-
minate Carrigan.

Contained among the 
18 pages of the report that 
were released were com-
ments made by Treasure 
Ortiz and Calvin vari-
ously during a podcast, 
during a radio interview 
hosted by Robert Porter, 
at what was apparently 

a political candidates’ 
forum hosted by former 
6th Ward Councilman 
Rikke Van Johnson and 
during council meetings. 
Ortiz, who was identi-
fied as “Treasurer Ortiz” 
in the report, possibly 
reflecting the mistaken 
belief by the JL Group 
that Ortiz is or was San 
Bernardino treasurer, is 
one of Calvin’s associ-
ates who ran for mayor, 
unsuccessfully, in 2022 
and is vying for city 
council representing the 
7th Ward this year, hav-
ing proven the top vote-
getter in that district 
in the March primary 
election. The excerpts 

Without Subpoena 
Power, Investiga-
tors Were Limited 
To Those Who Were 
Willing To Be Inter-
viewed from page 10 
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The Investigation Into The San Bernardi-
no City Manager Recruitment Debacle 
Was Plagued By A Lack Of Cooperation 
Among Key Players & The Investigators’ 
Dependence Upon The Self-Serving Ver-
sions Of Events Offered By Those Who 
Chose To Be Interviewed fom page 10
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from those interviews, 
public statements and 
comments include ones 
from Calvin expressing 
the difficulty she had 
in collaborating with 
her council colleagues 
whom she perceived as 
taking action they rec-
ognized to be wrong or 
counterproductive, that 
during the city manag-
er recruitment process 
while the hiring of Car-
rigan was yet pending 

Johnson’s February 7, 
2024 candidates forum, 
stating her belief that the 
candidacy of one of the 
applicants for city man-
ager, apparently Black, 
had been sabotaged. 

According to the ex-
ecutive summary of 
the investigation and 
its report, “The weight 
of credible evidence 
unveiled during the in-
vestigation leads to the 
conclusion that Calvin 
intentionally divulged 
closed-session informa-
tion to numerous in-
dividuals who she is 
known to associate with 
in public and at her place 
of work. The individu-
als did not participate in 
the closed session meet-
ings and had no right to 
obtain or distribute the 
information.” 

According to the sec-
tion headed “Findings” 
contained in the 18 
pages taken from the JL 
Group LLC report, “At 
the conclusion of this 
investigation, the pre-
ponderance of credible 
evidence strongly indi-
cates that Councilmem-
ber Kim Calvin actively 
participated in releasing 
closed-session informa-
tion related to the hir-
ing processes of Witness 
D [Black], Witness A 
[Carrigan], and Witness 
BB [Montoya]. Calvin 
directly shared infor-
mation with surrogates 
who subsequently initi-
ated a campaign through 
both printed and social 
media to undermine the 
candidacies of Witness 
A and later Witness BB. 
These same organizers 
then mobilized a group 
of citizens during the 
council meeting's public 
comment period, mak-
ing derogatory remarks 
about the candidates, the 
process, and express-
ing a desire either to 
retain[position] or initi-
ate another search. The 
expeditious and accurate 
dissemination of this 
information was traced 
back to City Council-
member Kim Calvin 
through investigative 
interviews and her com-

ments in public forums 
afterwards.”

The report seeks to 
set up a conclusion that 
Calvin was responsible 
for leaking information 
from closed and confi-
dential city council exec-
utive sessions by citing 
Ortiz as saying, during 
a January 29, 2024 radio 
interview with Robert 
Porter, that “if we didn’t 
have Kim Calvin… what 
would have been able to 
transpire and go on be-
hind closed doors?”

In what was an appar-
ent effort to determine 
the substance of Carrig-
an’s assertion that he was 
discriminated against 
because he is white, JL 
Group pursued some pu-

session to hire Carri-
gan, is this this passage: 
“Negative social media 
coverage persisted prior 
to the next city council 
meeting on September 
6,2023, where another 
predominantly Afri-
can American group of 
residents continued to 
voice concerns about 
Witness A's potential 
hiring. Witness A faced 
disparagement without 
the opportunity to de-
fend his character, as no 
one else on the dais was 
allowed to speak on the 
topic. [Identifying infor-
mation], and very close 
personal friend of Kim 
Calvin, Witness Z, was 
notably vocal during the 
meeting and made pub-
lic comments about Wit-
ness A.”

The identifying infor-
mation expurgated from 
the original report is ap-
parently “Former Sixth 
Ward Councilman,” as it 
is known that Witness Z 
is Rikke Van Johnson. 

The report also con-
tains on page 6 of the 
18-page excerpt from 
the whole investigative 
report, the two following 
sentences, which come 
immediately following a 
narrative relating to Car-
rigan withdrawing his 
candidacy and Montoya 
consequently being hired 
as city manager: “Before 
departing, ______ sent 
a confidential email on 
October 28th to the City 
Council and [Witness F], 
calling for an investiga-
tion into Councilmem-
ber Damon Alexander. 
This email was leaked 
within a couple of days 
and posted on the [social 
media page] group.”

The passage referenc-
es Alexander, one of the 
council’s three African 
Americans, so it might 
have been included to 
shed light on the Car-
rigan’s accusation of ra-
cial bias. Nevertheless, 
the sentences lack con-
text and suffer from a 
lack of clarity due to the 
expurgations to the point 
that it is difficult to un-
derstand what relevance 
they have.

It is not clear to whom 
the underscored blank 
refers. The Sentinel has 
not been able to deter-
mine who Witness F is 
and the expurgation of 
the name of the social 
media forum makes it 
virtually impossible to 

find out what any of this 
pertains to. 

Worthy of note is that 
the report makes at least 
some mischaracteriza-
tions. 

On Wednesday, April 
17, the council consid-
ered an item calling for 
the initiation of censure 
proceedings against Cal-
vin based upon the con-
clusions in the JL Group 
LLC report. When a vote 
was taken on that item, it 
passed on a bare 4-to-
3 vote in which Mayor 
Tran was not permitted 
to vote as she is excluded 
from most votes of the 
council other than those 
relating to hirings and 
appointments, council-
members Sanchez, Ibar-

ment offer to Candidate 
#2 on August 22, 2023, 
which was promptly 
accepted. However, 
within three days of his 
acceptance, an unflat-
tering article surfaced 
in the San Bernardino 
[County] Sentinel. This 
article provided a de-
tailed accounting of the 
closed-session discus-
sions about Candidate #2 
and divulged the identi-
ties of the councilmem-
bers who voted for, and 
against, his hiring.”

The article offered  a 
cursory outline of Car-
rigan’s background and 
history as an adminis-
trative echelon munici-
pal employee, including 
that he had worked eight 
years as the economic 
development director in 
Stockton, was the as-
sistant city manager of 
Sanger in Fresno County 
for several years, was 
the city manager of Los 
Banos in Merced County 
for two years, and that 
he had been hired as city 
manager with Merced, 
the county seat of Mer-
ced County, on a three-
year contract which was 
extended. The Sentinel 
article also reported, as 
was historically accu-
rate, that in 2020, when 
Carrigan had complied 
with Governor Gavin 
Newsom’s health precau-
tions and mandates with 
regard to the COVID-19 
pandemic he had up-
set then-Merced Mayor 
Mike Murphy by mak-
ing purchases of certain 
items meant to meet the 
state’s regulations with-
out first consulting the 
city council, and he re-
signed in lieu of what 
looked might be a vote 
to terminate him. The 
Sentinel article filled in 
the top line of Carrigan’s 
résumé by reporting 
that he was hired soon 
thereafter as Salinas’ 
city manager, rising to 
the top in a competition 
against 77 other appli-
cants. 

The August 25 Senti-
nel article further noted 
that in Salinas Carrigan 
had wrestled with the 
same issues that bedevil 
San Bernardino, includ-
ing an institutionalized 
budget deficit, crime, 
homelessness and efforts 
to create affordable hous-
ing. Referencing Car-
rigan’s experience as an 

she wanted to extend the 
recruitment process and 
that she was wary of hir-
ing a city manager who 
lacked financial savvy or 
who “someone that had 
a bad reputation with 
handling money. It was 
further noted that during 
the forum hosted by Van 
Johnson Calvin had lev-
eled criticisms of Mayor 
Tran and Montoya. The 
report further noted that 
during the candidate fo-
rum hosted by Van John-
son that Calvin said her 
fellow and sister coun-
cilmembers were not fol-
lowing the direction of 
the community and were 
not listening to commu-
nity members.

 The report inter-
preted one of Calvin’s 
statements as an attack 
on Montoya and “insinu-
ating that Witness BB 
[Montoya] is a thief, or 
the councilmembers are 
being paid off.” 

The report noted that 
during a podcast on Au-
gust 27, 2023, the day 
before the city council 
was set to meet and vote 
on accepting an employ-
ment contract with Car-
rigan, Ortiz had stated, 
“I can confirm that Wit-
ness A[Carrigan] is the 
candidate.” 

The report further 
quotes Ortiz during Van 

erile indicators of some 
collusion between the 
three African American 
members of the council 
– Calvin, Alexander and 
Reynoso – and African 
American members of 
the community relating 
to the lobbying effort 
against Carrigan’s hiring 
that took place in August 
and September 2023. 
The 18 pages of the re-
port that were released 
carry a few scant refer-
ences to either criticisms 
of Carrigan or calls to 
extend the recruitment 
effort, but they hardly 
deliver any proof of a 
raced-based animus to-
ward Carrigan or that 
a coalition of African-
American officeholders 
and residents were con-
spiring against him. 

On the fifth page of 
the 18-pages lifted from 
the report, these two 
sentences appear: “On 
August 28th, the closed 
session meeting took 
place. It was marked by 
the attendance of a sig-
nificant number of upset 
African-American resi-
dents expressing dissat-
isfaction with the selec-
tion process.”

Also on the fifth page, 
with reference to the 
September 6, 2023 coun-
cil meeting at which the 
council voted in closed 

ra, Figueroa and Shorett 
voted yes, while Calvin 
and Alexander voted no 
and Councilman Reyno-
so voted with a resound-
ing, “Hell, no!” 

Reynoso has not spo-
ken publicly but word 
has reached the Senti-
nel that he considers at 
least one passage in the 
investigative report per-
taining to action he took 
and/or statements he 
made during the discus-
sions relating to the city 
manager recruitment 
last summer to be fac-
tually inaccurate. This 
extended to, the Sentinel 
is informed, the position 
he took in closed session 
with regard to action that 
was discussed and voted 
upon.

The report makes 
reference to an article 
which ran in the Senti-
nel on August 25, 2023 
under the headline “San 
Bernardino Poaching 
Salinas City Manager, 
With Hiring Scheduled 
Next Week.”

In the executive sum-
mary of the JL Group 
investigation, Carrigan 
is referred to not as he 
is in the investigation re-
port as “Witness” A but 
rather as “Candidate #2.” 
The summary states, in 
part, “The city moved 
forward with an employ-

Rikke Van Johnson Treasure Ortiz Charles Montoya
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Los Angeles-Based 
Company Made 
Major Contribu-
tions To Politicians 
To Further Its 
Designs On Desert 
H2O  from page 9

fully run for the San Ber-
nardino County Board of 
Supervisors representing 
the First District, which 
extends into a portion of 
the East Mojave, which 
is also contained, in part, 
within the Third District. 
Cadiz, Inc. emerged over 
the years as a major do-
nor to the campaigns of 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty supervisors Robert 
Lovingood, James Ra-
mos, Janice Rutherford, 
Curt Hagman, Dawn 
Rowe and Paul Cook. 
Cadiz, Inc. has contin-
ued to support Ramos 
since he made the tran-
sition the the California 
Assembly. The company 
has made substantial po-
litical donations over the 
years, totaling at least 
$1.086 million.  

In 2010, Cadiz, Inc. 
worked behind the 
scenes to create the 
Fenner Gap Mutual Wa-
ter Company. In 2014, it 
further orchestrated the 
creation of the Fenner 
Valley Water Authority, 
a joint powers author-
ity comprised of Fenner 
Gap Mutual Water Com-
pany, the Santa Margari-
ta Water District and San 
Bernardino County.

Derry, who as a mem-
ber of the board of super-
visors had taken a stand 
against the Cadiz, Inc. 
water importation proj-
ect, was defeated for re-
election in 2012. Shortly 
thereafter, he went to 
work for Desmond & 
Louis Communications 
as the senior vice presi-
dent of public affairs. In 
the run-up toward the 
formation of the Fenner 
Valley Water Author-
ity in 2014, which car-
ried with it the implica-
tion that San Bernardino 
County’s entire govern-
mental structure was go-
ing to endorse the Cadiz, 
Inc. water transfer to Or-
ange County, Cadiz, Inc. 
retained Desmond & 
Louis to represent it, at 
which point Derry found 
himself promoting the 
Cadiz Water project and 
remaining silent on the 
formation of the Fenner 

Valley Water Authority. 
The Board of Super-

visors in 2014, at that 
time consisting of Gary 
Ovitt, Josie Gonzales, 
Janice Rutherford, Rob-
ert Lovingood and James 
Ramos voted to form the  
Fenner Valley Water Au-
thority, in so doing sur-
rendering roughly one 
third of the authority over 
the groundwater supply 
in the Cadiz and Fenner 
valleys to the Orange 
County-based board of 
directors of the Santa 
Margarita Water District 
and one third of the au-
thority over the ground-
water in the Cadiz and 
Fenner Valleys to Cadiz, 
Inc., as the Fenner Valley 
Mutual Water Company 
is essentially a creature 
of Cadiz, Inc.

During the four years 
the Trump Administra-
tion was in place, the 
federal government 
sought to streamline and 
lessen regulations per-
taining to projects like 
the Cadiz Valley Water 
Conservation, Recovery 
& Storage Project.

Congressman Cook, 
reelected in 2014, 2016 
and 2018 in part by hefty 
donations from Cadiz, 
Inc., its corporate of-
ficers or its investors, 
intensified his efforts to 
promote the project. He 
appealed to Interior Sec-
retary Zinke to excise the 
Cadiz Valley from the 
Mojave Trails National 
Monument proposal. 
Including that expanse 
as part of the National 
Monument introduced 
further regulations over 
diversion of the desert’s 
water assets out of the 
area. Ultimately, given 
Senator Feinstein’s pull 
and the resistance of oth-
er members of Congress 
along with employees 
within  his own agency, 
Zinke did not inculde 
Cook’s suggestion in the 
Department of the Inte-
rior’s creation of the new 
monument. 

In 2021, Susan Kenne-
dy, who served as Gov-
ernor Arnold Schwar-
zeneggar’s chief of staff, 
Governor Gray Davis’s 
cabinet secretary, as 
a member of the Cali-
fornia  Public Utilities 
Commission and was the 
founder and chief execu-
tive officer of the energy 
company Advanced Mi-
crogrid Solutions before 
it was bought out by 

AES/Siemens in 2020, 
was appointed to the 
Cadiz, Inc. Board of Di-
rectors. She moved up 
to the position of execu-
tive chairwoman of the 
board just a few months 
later. In December 2023, 
Cadiz announced that 
Kennedy would succeed 
Slater as Cadiz’s chief 
executive officer and that 
Slater would move into a 
role as the company’s se-
nior advisor. 

The executive suite 
change knelled what the 
company claims will 
be the ultimate an final 
push to make good on 
the water exportation 
project. Under Kennedy, 
the company is taking a 
different approach. Prior 
to sending water to Or-
ange County, which it 
yet intends to do, it hopes 
to remake its image by 
casting off the guise of 
an entity stealing wa-
ter from the poor desert 
to give it to rich coastal 
communities. Rather, it 
will first take that water 
from the southeast Mo-
jave Desert and send it 
via a new pipeline to the 
northwest Mojave. 

Under Kennedy, the 
Cadiz Water Project is 
now being represented 
as “California first fully 
integrated groundwater 
conservation and storage 
project.” 

While Kennedy head-
ed the board of directors, 
the company followed 
through on a concept 
inaugurated by Slater in 
2020, involving the pur-
chase of pipelines from 
El Paso Natural Gas that 
had previously conveyed 
gas from  the Texas and 
New Mexico gas fields to 
storage tanks.  The idea 
replicates what Penn 
Phillips, the founder of 
modern Hesperia did in 
the 1950s when he used 
petroleum lines canni-
balized from a disman-
tled oil field to serve as 
the water system for that 
community. The idea 
now is to use the fossil 
fuel pipelines Cadiz, Inc. 
has now taken posses-
sion to create an aque-
duct running Kennedy 
says Cadiz's new focus 
will initially be on con-
verting an old natural 
gas pipeline running 86 
miles from Cadiz to Bar-
stow, carrying water that 
will be offloaded at vari-
ous points along the way 
to desert communities in 

need of it or who are oth-
erwise dependent on the 
state water project bring-
ing water from up north. 
That method of slack-
ing California’s thirst is 
beset with challenges, 
not the least of which is 
that the large amounts 
of water moving to the 
southern part of the state 
has deprived the abun-
dant fertile growing re-
gions in the central part 
of the state, such as the 
San Joaquin Valley, is 
threatening agricultural 
production there, partic-
ularly in the face of what 
was for nearly a decade 
an implacable drought. 

 At this point, Cadiz, 
Inc. is downplaying or 
seems to have forgotten 
about and has abandoned 
the ale of water – lots of 
it – to the Santa Margar-
ita Water District. Those 
in the know say that is 
not actually the case but 
making it seem so is the 
latest wrinkle in the com-
pany’s strategy. What is 
actually going on is Ca-
diz corporate officers, 
led by Kennedy, are now 
focusing on removing 
water from the East Mo-
jave just as before, but 
instead of sending it out-
side of the desert or out-
side of San Bernardino 
County, conveying it to 
the High Desert portion 
of the Mojave Desert, 
that being the communi-
ties in the Mojave River 
Valley communities of 
the Victor Valley – Hes-
peria, Apple Valley, Lu-
cerne Valley, Victorville 
and Adelanto – as well as 
north-lying Barstow. 

This wil accomplish 
two goals.

By being a party to 
using San Bernardino 
County Mojave Desert 
water for so-called ben-
eficial use elsewhere in 
the Mojave Desert with-
in San Bernardino Coun-
ty, Cadiz, Inc. will avoid 
being accused of steal-
ing the poorer and drier 
region’s water for use by 
wealthier and wetter Or-
ange County. This will 
provide the Cadiz Valley 
Water Conservation, Re-
covery & Storage Proj-
ect a moral and environ-
mental legitimacy that 
for nearly decades has 
eluded it. As important-
ly, the drafting of tens of 
thousands or even more 
than a hundred thousand 
acre-feet of water on an 
annual basis will estab-

lish an actual water use 
pattern far greater than 
the limited water use 
that existed at the Cadiz 
Land Company and later 
Cadiz, Inc. farms for 
growing fruits and veg-
etable. That established 
pattern of water use can 
then be employed by 
Cadiz, Inc. first claim-
ing and then securing, 
presumably through 
San Bernardino County 
Superior Court and the 
California Department 
of Water Resources the 
water rights to the water 
deep beneath the East 
Mojave. 

Under Kennedy, Ca-
diz, Inc., having greased 
the skids with generous 
political donations and 
appealing to city gov-
ernments which have 
seen their jurisdictions 
and communities strug-
gling with a multi-year 
drought, is now lining up 
support for the importa-
tion of water originating 
in the Cadiz and Fenner 
valleys to them.  

Oppor tunist ical ly, 
with the death of Fein-
stein last September 
and what they see as 
the prospect that Don-
ald Trump will return to 
office following the No-
vember 2024 election, 
Cadiz, Inc. corporate 
officers are accelerat-
ing efforts to put things 
in place and line up all 
that will be required for 
a renewed effort to com-
mandeer the East Mo-
jave’s water and sell it 
to Southern California’s 
coastal communities at a 
profit exceeding billions 
of dollars over the next 
century.

This week, on April 
16, the Hesperia City 
Council proved to be the 
latest governing board in 
San Bernardino County 
to sign off on the Cadiz, 
Inc. game plan. 

In a report written up 
by Hesperia Director of 
Public Works/City Engi-
neer Cassandra Sanchez 
and delivered to the city 
council by Hesperia City 
Manager Rachel Moli-
na, the council was told 
about the latest permuta-
tion of the Cadiz Valley 
Water Conservation, Re-
covery & Storage Proj-
ect or that part of it not 
aimed at sending water 
to Orange County but 
rather to the Victor Val-
ley and Barstow, a pro-
posal referred to as the 

Mojave-San Bernardino 
One Water Project. 

by and between the 
City of Hesperia and 
Fenner Gap Mutual Wa-
ter Company. The City 
of Hesperia is part of an 
adjudicated water basin 
which is intended to re-
mediate overdraft in the 
Mojave Basin Area by 
limiting the amount of 
water produced in spe-
cific subareas. The adju-
dication determines the 
free production allow-
ance, which is the maxi-
mum amount of water a 
producer may pump in 
one year without incur-
ring a replacement or 
make-up obligation. As 
a result of the judgment, 
the Hesperia Water Dis-
trict incurs replacement 
water obligations in the 
Alto Subarea when veri-
fied production amounts 
exceed the free produc-
tion allowance for the 
water year. Historically, 
the city and the Hesperia 
Water District may meet 
these replacement wa-
ter obligations by three 
mechanisms:

1) Assignment of car-
ryover right or tempo-
rary transfer of unused 
free production allow-
ance (i.e. lease) from 
interested water rights 
owners in the respective 
subarea at negotiated 
rates (this is a cost effec-
tive short-term option to 
meeting the production 
demands);

2) Purchas[ing] water 
from the Mojave Basin 
Area Watermaster  at the 
current per acre-foot wa-
ter rate which is derived 
from the State Water 
Project water rates; and/
or

3) Purchas[ing] per-
manent water rights 
from interested parties 
in the Alto Subarea at ne-
gotiated rates. Purchase 
provides a long-term so-
lution, but is costly and 
difficult to acquire.”

Water rights in the 
Mojave River Basin of 
the Mojave Desert were 
adjudicated as a conse-
quence of a lawsuit filed 
by the City of Barstow 
in May 1990 in Barstow 
Superior Coourt against 
the Mojave River’s up-
stream users, including 
the cities of Adelanto, 
Victorville, Hesperia 
and the Town of Apple 
Valley, to which the Mo-
jave Water Agency filed 
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economic development 
director who had pushed 
for development and 
economic expansion, 
including incentivizing 
development by govern-
mental subsidizations of 
projects or through pri-
vate/public partnerships, 
the Sentinel noted that 
formed the basis for San 
Bernardino’s decision-
makers belief that pos-
sessed “what is called for 
in a management profes-
sional for their city.”

The Sentinel article 
did state, “One issue 
that local residents find 
disturbing about the San 
Bernardino City Council 

majority’s apparent offer 
of employment to Carri-
gan and his willingness 
to accept it is Carrigan’s 
commitment in 2021, at 
the time of his hiring 
by Salinas, to remain as 
city manager. Much was 
made of his move to the 
city and purchase of a 
home there as a show of 
that commitment. That 
he is now breaking, or 
on the verge of break-
ing, that commitment 
and that the mayor and 
San Bernardino City 
Council are abetting 
him in the violation of 
that commitment is con-
sidered a poor omen or 

a cross-complaint. The 
matter was removed 
to Riverside Superior 
Court where the case 
was overseen by Riv-
erside County Superior 
Court E. Michael Judge 
Kaiser. A judgment set-
ting water rights was en-
tered in 1996, followed 
by appeals from multiple 
impacted parties and the 
rights were set in their 
entirety in 2002.    

The Alto Subarea en-
compasses most of the 
populous Victor Val-
ley and its waters serve 
Summit Valley, Hespe-
ria, Victorville, Adel-
anto, Apple Valley, Oak 
Hills, Phelan and Helen-
dale. 

The Hesperia Water 
District pre-existed the 
founding of the City of 
Hesperia in 1988 and 
remained an indepen-
dent entity until it was 
subsumed by the City 
of Hesperia in 1994. At 
present the city’s water 
division draws its sup-
ply from 15 wells, all 
of which are within the 
city’s 73.21 square mile 
limits.  

Sanchez’ and Mo-
lina’s April 16 report to 
the city council contin-
ues, “The Fenner Gap 
Mutual Water Company 
has approached the city 

inauspicious beginning 
of Carrigan’s tenure in 
San Bernardino.”

The JL Group’s use 
of the term “unflatter-
ing” in reference to the 
August 25 article more 
than implies that the 
Sentinel was drawn into 
or was actively partici-
pating with a network of 
Calvin’s surrogates in an 
orchestrated leaking of 
confidential information 
aimed at short-circuit-
ing Carrigan’s prospect 
of becoming San Ber-
nardino city manager. 
That a journalistic effort 
at evenhanded coverage 
of what was at that time 
a significant breaking 
story is so readily dis-
missed as propaganda 
gives rise to a variant 
interpretation, one that 
undercuts both the thor-
oughness and integrity 
of the investigation as 
well as the reliability of 

the conclusion reached 
thereupon.

An inconsistency in 
the report is the manner 
in which it dwells upon 
the accounts of witnesses 
and the series of events 
that begin with the coun-
cil majority’s gravitation 
toward selecting Car-
rigan as city manager 
which are interpreted to 
suggest Calvin selective-
ly leaked information to 
torpedo his candidacy  
while it barely outlines 
the circumstance with 
regard to Calvin’s con-
tention that Black’s pros-
pect of becoming city 
manager was previously 
foreclosed by compro-
mises of the confidenti-
ality that was supposed 
to attend the application 
and selection process.   

Carrigan’s claim that 
San Bernardino owes 
him $2.2 million over 
the way in which Salinas 

fired him after members 
of the council in that 
city learned that he had 
chosen to back out of his 
commitment to remain 
at the helm of that Cen-
tral California city was 
the longest of longshots, 
particularly since Carri-
gan himself had spurned 
San Bernardino of his 
own free will, refusing 
to take the job it had of-
fered him. With the re-
lease of the JL Group’s 
report, as checkered as 
it may be with regard to 
its overall factual basis, 
the city’s imprimatur 
is on an account which 
says one its own violat-
ed the confidentiality of 
Carrigan’s job applica-
tion with the city offers 
conclusory language 
that can only strengthen 
Carrigan and embolden 
him to follow through 
with a lawsuit that some 
previously saw as an idle 

threat.  The city council’s 
waiver is all the more 
shocking, considering 
that following Calvin’s 
defeat for reelection on 
March 5, the council will 
no longer have her as a 
colleague in December. 
As a collective leading 
a city that a dozen years 
ago was forced by fiscal 
reality to declare bank-
ruptcy and is yet facing 
financial challenges, the 
mayor and city council’s 
willingness to risk hav-
ing to pay out to Carri-
gan more money than it 
would had to pay him to 
guide their city for four 
years to make a show of 
their antipathy to Calvin 
when they are already as 
a practical political mat-
ter done with her, dem-
onstrates the malignity 
and dysfunction that has 
been crippling the coun-
ty’s oldest and largest 
city for decades.

with a potential fourth 
solution for the replace-
ment water obligations 
by providing water from 
a currently undedicated 
water source to use to-
ward groundwater basin 
replenishment. Using a 
new water supply from 
the Cadiz-Fenner Val-
ley Watershed, the Cadiz 
Water Project has dis-
cussed a regional plan 
with the city, as well as 
other public agencies in 
the surrounding areas, 
and asked interested par-
ties to sign a letter of in-
tent to participate in the 
Mojave-San Bernardino 
One Water project. The 
Fenner Gap Mutual Wa-
ter Company is a non-
profit California mutual 
water company consist-
ing of water providers 
participating in the Ca-
diz Water Project. The 
Cadiz Water Project is a 
water supply project that 
aims to transport wa-
ter from the Cadiz and 
Fenner Valley, which is 
located approximately 
fifteen miles east of Am-
boy, California to the 
Greater Mojave Valley. 
Importantly, the Cadiz 
Water Project looks to 
capture and transport 
water that would other-
wise be lost to evapora-
tion and bring it to this 
region of San Bernardi-
no County. The Cadiz 
Water Project will uti-
lize the existing North-
ern Pipeline, which is a 
220 mile pipeline that 

extends from the Fenner 
Valley west to Kern 
County and through 
Barstow.”

According to San-
chez and Molina, “The 
Mojave-San Bernardino 
One Water project will 
eventually work together 
in the design, develop-
ment, construction and 
operation of water in-
frastructure facilities 
necessary to utilize this 
water in the Mojave 
Basin Area. The let-
ter of intent will initiate 
Hesperia’s participation 
in the Mojave-San Ber-
nardino One Water Proj-
ect. This project will be 
a collaborative effort by 
participating agencies in 
the design, development, 
construction, and opera-
tion of water infrastruc-
ture facilities necessary 
to utilize all potential 
sources of water to create 
water security, climate 
resiliency and equitable 
distribution of water re-
sources in Mojave Basin 
and other connected re-
gions in San Bernardino 
County. By participat-
ing in the Mojave-San 
Bernardino One Water 
Project, the letter of in-
tent offers the good faith 
delivery of up to 75,000 
acre-feet of water to the 
City of Hesperia. It is 
recommended that the 
city council authorize 
the city manager to ap-
prove a letter of intent.”

The letter of intent 
stated the City of Hespe-

ria wil participate with 
Apple Valley, Victro-
ville, Adelanto and Bar-
stow and the Fenner Gap 
Mutual Water Company 
in coordinating resourc-
es towards infrastruc-
ture for the delivery of 
the water. 

Hesperia resident Al 
Vogler called the deal 
with the Fenned Gap 
Mutual Water Company 
“a many-years-old at-
tempt by Cadiz Wa-
ter to pump and move 
water over 200 miles.  
The controversy of 
whether or not water 
evaporates from the sur-
face of the Cadiz Dry 
Lake or in what quantity 
leaves the door open for 
many problems. Years 
ago, the County of San 
Bernardino capitulated 
their authority over San 
Bernardino County wa-
ter in favor of Rancho 
Santa Margarita, a large 
conflict of interest. The 
issue of Fenner Gap wa-
ter is so convoluted that 
I suggest a letter of in-
tent not be issued, along 
with a $25,000 fee due 
to them by Hesperia. 
Instead, place a baloot 
item asking Hesperia 
voters if they are in fa-
vor of higher taxes. The 
six-year-old failure of 
the Hesperia reclaimed 
water plant must be tied 
in with Fenner water and 
the continuing approval 
of major water-using de-
velopments by the city. 
The reclaimed water 

plant cost $40 million, 
I believe, and it doesn’t 
work. Consider all: Who 
pays and who benefits? 
Taxpayers pay. There is 
almost no information 
in the agenda on how 
much money in fees and 
taxes will be paid for an 
operational Fenner water 
project by taxpayers over 
40 years. In a time of 
major inflation and costs 
and the loss of thousands 
of jobs, I ask: How long 
already has the City of 
Hesperia been discuss-
ing Fenner water in pri-
vate.”

 After a discussion in 
which the Hesperia City 
Council noted that the 
Mojave Water Agency, 
which emerged as the 
watermaster as a con-
sequence of the 1990-
2002 water adjudication 
process had repeatedly 
“ramped down,” i.e., 
further limited the city’s 
water allotments under 
the adjudication, putting 
the city in the position of 
having to find more wa-

ter sources. 
Mayor Larry Bird 

said, “Water has been, 
is and will always will 
be the equivalent of gold 
in the desert commu-
nity. Water is always re-
quired.” 

Bird said the Mojave-
San Bernardino One Wa-
ter Project had the effect 
of “opening up new ave-
nues [to obtain water af-
ter being ramped down.” 
He said the Mojave Wa-
ter Agency’s reductions 
of the water available to 
the city under the adju-
dication is “outside our 
control. We can com-
plain. We can stomp our 
feet but that is the reality. 
So, we do have to look 
for other water sources.” 
The council, with Bird, 
Councilman Cameron 
Gregg, Councilwoman 
Rebekah Swanson and 
Councilwoman Brigit 
Bennington present and 
Allison Lee absent, vot-
ed 4-to-0 to issue the let-
ter of intent.

-Mark Gutglueck

Hesperia Assisting 
Cadiz, Inc. In Its 
East Mojave Water 
Grab  from page 3

Sabino Covets 
Grand Terrace City 
Council Post  from 
page 3

Ward.
Running against 

Knaus is Henry Nickel, 
a Republican. Knaus 
and Nickel were the top 
vote-getters on March 5 
and will now go head-to-
head in November.

Making things par-
ticularly awkward is the 
consideration that Nickel 
is not only a Republican, 
he is a member of the 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty Republican Central 
Committee.

In her role with the 
Inland Empire Business 
Alliance and its politi-
cal action committee, 
Sabino is active in de-
Continued on Page 20 
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ganizations have been, 
over the years, subject to 
prosecution, with mul-
tiple convictions across 
the United States. A se-
lect number of the mem-
bers of both clubs pride 
themselves on being 
“One-percenters,” a ref-
erence to a characteriza-
tion made by authorities 
in reaction to the 1947 
Hollister Riot during 
which a motorcycle rally 
grew violent which held 
that “99 percent of mo-
torcycle riders are law 
-abiding citizens.”

Controversy, confu-
sion and multiple con-
flicting representations 
attend whether Bing-
ham had purposefully 
insinuated himself into 
the Mongols [subsoci-
ety] and, if so, for what 
purpose. There is sub-
stantial evidence to sug-
gest that Bingham was 
associating with several 
local Mongols chapters 
and that some of the 
sheriff’s department’s 
higher-ups were, at the 
very least, aware of that 
association. Some of the 
evidence, which is con-
troverted by the sheriff’s 
department on an official 
level as well as by the 
San Bernardino County 
District Attorney’s Of-
fice, that the department 
was employing Bingham 
to gather information 
about the motorcycle 
gang’s activities and the 
nature of its hierarchy. If 
it is in fact the case that 
at least some within the 
department’s command 
echelon knew that as 
part of his civilian life 
while off-duty  Bingham 
was attending Mongols 
rides and rallies and had 
been accepted into the 
Mongol subculture to 
the point that he could 
openly interact with the 
gang’s members and 
leaders, the legal ordeal 
that Bingham is now un-
dergoing takes on a shole 
different complexion.

That several of the de-
partment’s lower-downs, 
in particular those who 
worked with him in the 
jail system, knew of his 
off-duty relationship 
with the gang has been 
established.

There is informa-
tion to suggest that on a 

multitude of occasions, 
Bingham’s extracurricu-
lar activities – his civil-
ian life outside the realm 
of his work life as a cop 
- resulted in the produc-
tion of information use-
ful in the sheriff’s de-
partment’s operations, 
as he became privy in 
his capacity as a gun 
shop owner to potential 
or actual criminal activi-
ty through his or his em-
ployees’ interaction with 
customers or would-be 
customers.

In 2019, for example, 
Lance Corporal Rafael 
Aikens, who had been 
stationed at the Marine 
Corps Air Ground Com-
bat Center in Twentynine 
Palms, went on trial for 
the March 23, 2017 mur-
ders of Christy McKis-
sic and her mother, Re-
nee Metcalf, who were 
shot in their Twentynine 
Palms home. Aikens had 
been in a dating rela-
tionship with McKissic, 
whom he had met at the 
Virginian bar in down-
town Twentynine Palms, 
where she worked with 
her mother. The San 
Bernardino County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office 
put on a largely circum-
stantial case against Ai-
kens,  a machine gunner 
attached to 2nd Battal-
ion, 7th Marines at the 
time of killings. The 
case against him was 
strengthened by his al-
leged confiding in two 
of the Marines housed 
within his living quar-
ters at the Marine Corps 
Air Ground Combat 
Center in Twentynine 
Palms and by the testi-
mony of Bingham. Bing-
ham told the jury that 
O’Three Tactical sold a 
45-caliber handgun to 
Aikens a month before 
the killings. McKis-
sic’s and  Metcalf’s fatal 
wounds were inflicted 
by 45-caliber bullets. 
Aikens was convicted.

Evidence that Bing-
ham was passing infor-
mation along to inves-
tigators gleaned from 
his relationship with the 
Mongols is, at this time, 
less clear cut. Still, what 
was previously known 
and what emerged dur-
ing the first day of  his 
preliminary hearing this 
week is that Bingham’s 
department colleagues 
at the Central Jail in San 
Bernardino where he 
most recently worked, 

including deputies also 
assigned to that jail, at 
least two sergeants and 
one lieutenant, knew of 
his Mongols association.

At his workplace at 
the San Bernardino Cen-
tral Jail, Bingham had 
adorned his locker with 
multiple stickers con-
taining Mongols rega-
lia. The locker door was 
in full view of the more 
than a dozen deputies 
who regularly work the 
jail, as well as no fewer 
than two shift supervi-
sors and, occasionally, a 
lieutenant who oversees 
the jail. At least some of 
the emblems had been on 
display for over a year.

At some point with-
in the last six months,  
questions about ex-
actly what Bingham’s 
relationship with the 
Mongols entailed were 
raised.

There was concern 
that in one way or an-
other, he might be “fur-
thering” the interests 
of the Mongols. A first 
area of concern was his 
access to information to 
which he was privy as a 
law enforcement officer, 
including CLETS and 
other databases, such 
as the JDIC, the Justice 
Data Interface Control-
ler, a law enforcement 
data communications 
system operated by law 
enforcement agencies in 
the Southern California 
region and the NCIC, 
the  National Crime In-
formation Center, the 
central database used 
by the FBI for tracking 
crime-related informa-
tion which serves as an 
information sharing and 
networking tool among 
federal, tribal, state, and 
local law enforcement 
agencies. Both systems 
virtually instantaneous 
access to messaging, 
inquiry and message 
switching functions 
available on the com-
puters used by a whole 
host of law enforcement 
agencies, potentially al-
lowing a terminal opera-
tor to access information 
about operations, includ-
ing undercover opera-
tions and operators.   

According to Sher-
iff Shannon Dicus, in 
January the department 
opened an investigation 
into Bingham’s activi-
ties. It is not clear the 
degree to which that 
investigation covered 

those aspects of Bing-
ham’s actions that might 
have been carried out in 
conjunction and coordi-
nation with those arms 
of the department that 
might have been look-
ing into the Mongol’s al-
leged criminal activity.

It appears that the 
department, in addition 
to monitoring Bingham 
in his workplace, was 
delving into aspects of 
his private life as well, 
including tracking his 
use of his personal com-
munication devices/
phone[s], including voice 
and text messages.

A glimpse with re-
gard to how Bingham 
was being watched and 
what was observed was 
revealed during Bing-
ham’s preliminary hear-
ing at the San Bernardi-
no Justice Center, which 
began Thursday, April 
18, continued Friday and 
will continue on Mon-
day, April 22.

Bingham is being rep-
resented by attorney Jeff 
Moore, who has asserted 
his client’s innocence, 
insisting that there were 
misrepresentations with 
regard to the circum-
stance leading up to and 
during his initial arrest 
on March 23.

 According to reports 
and testimony, On March 
23, a Saturday, Deputy 
Robert Stucki was sur-
veilling Bingham, who 
was off duty, when he 
observed him riding a 
Harley-Davidson with 
a Mongols member 
near Onaga Trail and 
Elk Trail in Yucca Val-
ley. They were riding 
their motorcycles within 
five feet of one another. 
Stucki lost sight of the 
pair, but then reacquired 
a visual fix on them as 
they were fueling their 
motorcycles together at 
the Circle K in Morongo 
Valley. Stucki further 
confirmed that Bingham 
and the Mongols mem-
ber were together in that 
they were conversing at 
the Circle K. Based upon 
previous monitoring, 
Stucki knew Bingham 
and his companion were 
heading to a Mongols 
rally in Irwindale. Stucki 
followed them on High-
way 62 toward the 10 
Freeway. At some point 
Bingham and the other 
rider met up with an-
other Mongols member. 
Knowing that the trio 

would pass out of San 
Bernardino County for 
a portion of their sojourn 
toward Irwindale, Stucki 
contacted California 
Highway Patrol Ser-
geant Scott Beauchene 
through Highway Patrol 
dispatch, requesting as-
sistance. Beauchene and 
another Highway Patrol 
Officer, Teodora Blanco, 
were positioned on the 
10 Freeway near High-
way Springs Avenue in 
Beaumont when they 
spotted the trio. Through 
visual observation and 
bumper pacing, Blanco 
determined that the mo-
torcyclists were travel-
ing somewhere around 
75 to 80 miles per hour 
along a stretch of the 
10 Freeway where the 
maximum speed limit 
was 70 miles per hour. 
Blanco made a speeding 
stop of the two Mongols 
members at 4:50 p.m and 
and Beauchene stopped 
Bingham at 4:51 p.m. 
The two Mongols mem-
bers were wearing leath-
er vests bearing Mon-
gols insignia, referred to 
as “cuts.” Bingham was 
wearing a dark jacket. 
It was observed that he 
wore a belt with a buckle 
displaying a black M and 
his helmet had Mongols 
symbology. Early dur-
ing the traffic stop, the 
CHP officers learned 
that both Bingham and 
one of the Mongols were 
carrying knives. When 
Bingham was frisked, it 
was learned that he was 
carrying a loaded Glock 
9 millimeter pistol and 
two magazines for it. At 
some point, during the 
stop, while out of ear-
shot of the two Mongols 
members, Bingham con-
fided to one of the CHP 
officers that he was the 
CHP office.

Having been in-
formed that Bingham 
was a police officer, and 
aware that police officers 
routinely carry weapons 
while off duty, neither 
Beauchene nor Blanco 
believed there to be 
grounds to arrest Bing-
ham. The two Mongols 
members were cited for 
speeding and released. 
At some point, Stucki 
arrived. The CHP ran 
a registration check on 
the Glock, entering the 
nomenclature US when 
making the inquiry, un-
aware, apparently, that 
the US was a designa-

tion to indicate it was 
licensed with the federal 
government rather than 
the state. As a conse-
quence, a report was 
returned that through 
the California Highway 
Patrol that the gun was 
unlicensed and un reg-
istered. That report was 
in error. Later, when the 
San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department 
ran a registration check 
on the weapon, properly 
omitting the US on its 
registration number and 
searching for it on a fed-
eral registry rather than 
a state registry, a report 
came back that the gun 
was registered to Bing-
ham.

On March 23 on the 
side of the I-10 Free-
way, Stucki effectuated 
Bingham’s arrest on the 
grounds that he believed 
he had reasonable cause 
to believe Bingham had 
committed a felony by 
being in possession of an 
unregistered loaded fire-
arm while participating 
in a criminal street gang.

Stucki made the ar-
rest on those grounds 
despite Section 830.5 
of the California Penal 
Code allowing law en-
forcement officers to 
carry a firearm while off 
duty and no arrest of the 
two Mongols members 
Bingham was riding 
with relating to their in-
volvement in any crimi-
nal street gang activity 
having been made.

  Bingham’s Glock 
and its two extra maga-
zines were confiscated. 
Following his arrest of 
Bingham, Stucki en-
trusted his prisoner to 
Blanco, who transported 
him to the Smith Cor-
rectional Facility in 
Banning. While there, 
he was searched more 
thoroughly, at which 
point it was noted that 
he was wearing a T-shirt 
beneath his jacket em-
blazoned “Fuck the 81!” 
and “SYLM. ”The num-
ber “81” is a gang code 
for the Hells Angels, the 
Mongols’ rivals. The ac-
ronym “SYLM,” trans-
lates to “Support Your 
Local Mongols.” On a 
chain around his neck 
was a ring with a black 
letter M signet, which 
was interpreted to refer 
to the Mongols.

Bingham posted bail 
later that day.
Continued on Page 20 

Deputy Rode With 
Mongols  from page 
3



Friday, April 19, 2024 Page 20San Bernardino County Sentinel

Meanwhile, Stucki in 
conjunction with other 
members of the depart-
ment prepared an affida-
vit for a search warrant 
of Bingham’s residence 
in Twentynine Palms 
and his work locker, me-
morializing the events 
of that day leading up to 
Bingham’s arrest, not-
ing that it was anticipat-
ed that it was believed 
Bingham was in posses-
sion of 150 licensed fire-
arms and that the search 
of Bingham’s home and 
his personal space at his 
workplace would turn up 
evidence of Bingham’s 
participation within, and 
furtherance of the inter-
ests of, a criminal street 
gang. San Bernardino 
County Superior Court 
Judge Christopher Pal-
lone, upon reading the 
affidavit, issued a search 
warrant for Bingham’s 
premises at 7225 Adobe 
Road and his locker at the 
sheriff’s department’s 
Central Jail in San Ber-
nardino that were served 
that day. While a deputy 
remained on watch out-
side, Stucki, Detective 
Jeremy Spinney and 
Detective Joshua Gile 
went into Bingham’s 
home to search it, where 
they came upon “about 
160 firearms.” These in-
cluded a Remington 870 

shotgun altered to fire 
less-than-lethal rounds 
that the department later 
said was the property 
of the department and 
which Bingham had sto-
len from the Morongo 
Valley Sheriff’s Station. 
Other notable finds, ac-
cording to the depart-
ment were a modified, 
fully automatic assault 
rifle with an attached 
grenade launcher, a cus-
tomized AR-15 12-inch 
barrel assault rifle, four 
silencers and two pro-
jectile explosive devices. 
The cache represented, a 
detective said, “a virtual 
arsenal.”

Grenade launchers, 
which are specially de-
signed, large caliber pro-
jectile weapons, can be 
legally owned in several 
states, although they are 
subject to restrictions. 
They are classified as a 
destructive device by the 
National Firearms Act. 
Silencers can be legally 
purchased and owned 
under the penal codes of 
42 states, with Califor-
nia, Delaware, Hawaii, 
Illinois, Massachusetts, 
New York, New Jersey 
and Rhode Island having 
outlawed them outright 
or restricting them to 
those who have a permit 
to outfit their guns with 
them.

Also found at Bing-
ham’s home was a leath-
er “cut” or vest with mul-
tiple Mongols patches 
and insignia, including 
a red and white “1%er” 
[one-percenter] patch, 
together with Mongols 
T-shirts, along with 
other Mongols parapher-
nalia, stickers and mem-
orabilia. Similarly, Mon-
gols indicia was found 

at his workplace, in his 
locker and on the locker 
door, including a sticker 
that said “RFKNSIDE,” 
an acronym for River-
Fucking-Side, a business 
operation controlled by 
the Mongols, as well as 
one that used the term 
“Victimville,” the name 
of the Mongols’ chapter 
in Victorville.  

Bingham was sus-
pended from his job, 
but remained free for 
more than 11 days. He 
was rearrested on April 
4, and has been in cus-
tody, isolated from the 
general jail population, 
ever since. He was ini-
tially charged with 10 
felony counts, which 
have since been amend-
ed to 18 felony counts: 
PC32625(A)-F: posses-
sion of a machine gun; 
PC33210-F: possession 
of a short barreled rifle 
or shotgun; five counts 
of  PC186.22(B)(1)(A)-E: 
engaging in street gang 
terrorism; one count of 
PC487(D)(2)-F: grand 
theft of a firearm;  one 
count of PC496(A)-F: re-
ceiving/etc known stolen 
property; five counts of 
PC18710(A)-F: posses-
sion of a destructive de-
vice; and four counts of  
PC33410-F: possession 
of a silencer.

During Bingham’s 
preliminary hearing at 
the San Bernardino Jus-
tice Center in Depart-
ment 18 before Judge 
Alexander Martinez, 
Deputy District At-
torney Alberto Juan 
elicited testimony and 
provided documenta-
tion that Bingham used 
the alias Charles Tate to 
communicate with mem-
bers of the Mongols, in-

vestigators maintain, 
based on their analysis 
of two cellphones seized 
at Bingham’s home, as 
well as of two distinct 
Instagram accounts he 
maintained that were 
accessed by Detective 
Spinney. In his private 
discussions, Bingham 
dwelled upon “omerta,” 
the code of silence main-
tained by Mongols with 
regard to activities they 
engage in. Omerta was 
imprinted on Bingham’s 
motorcycle helmet as 
was the number 1312, a 
code conveying that  “all 
cops are bastards.”

According to Gile, 
at various times Bing-
ham expressed hostil-
ity toward the sheriff’s 
department in his inter-
actions with Mongols 
members, including say-
ing that law enforcement 
officers taken together 
compose “the biggest 
gang in California.” 

 Bingham had appar-
ently told his wife that 
he had accumulated the 
various Mongols-related 
indicia, including the 
patched cut for “training 
purposes” relating to his 
work as a deputy.

The sheriff’s depart-
ment’s admission that 
the Glock Bingham was 
in possession of at the 
time of his March 23 
arrest greatly compli-
cates – indeed endan-
gers – the case against 
him. Bingham carrying 
that gun while he was 
in the company of the 
two Mongols members 
formed the basis of his 
arrest on the charge of 
carrying a loaded fire-
arm while participating 
in a the illicit activity of 
a criminal street gang. 

That gun the he was car-
rying was his, was regis-
tered, that he authorized 
as a law enforcement 
officer to be carrying a 
gun and that no arrest 
of his two motorcycle-
riding  Mongol compan-
ions was made on March 
23 greatly undercuts the 
validity of Bingham’s 
arrest. Moreover, Bing-
ham’s arrest and his 
possession of an unli-
censed firearm formed 
the basis of the search 
warrant that resulted in 
the seizure of the weap-
onry, devices, silencers 
and Mongols parapher-
nalia at his home and 
workplace. Given that 
the firearm was indeed 
licensed is likely to ren-
der the search warrant 
invalid, in which case 
the evidence seized as a 
result would be deemed 
inadmissible in the pro-
ceedings against him. 

Jeff G. Moore, Bing-
ham’s attorney, in mo-
tions before Judge Mar-
tinez has alleged the 
March 23 arrest was 
invalid and that the case 
that has flowed from the 
arrest is entirely without 
merit. 

In a press release put 
out by the sheriff’s de-
partment on April 4 at 
the time of Bingham’s 
arrest, the department 
was yet maintaining that 
Bingham’s Glock was 
unregistered. 

Bingham, a rifleman 
in the Marines who was 
a firearms expert and afi-
cionado, owned and op-
erated O’Three Tactical 
as much for the ability 
it provided him to pur-
sue his personal indul-
gence in and support of 
the Second Amendment 

termining which candi-
dates for local office the 
organization is going to 
support, securing money 
for those candidates and 
then either conveying it 
to them directly or us-
ing it to run independent 
expenditure activity to 
support their candida-
cies,

The research Sabino 
does for the Inland Em-
pire Business Alliance in 
determining which can-
didates it should support 

as for personal financial 
profit. While the opera-
tion made enough mon-
ey to pay its employees, 
Bingham’s stated com-
mitment to O’Three Tac-
tical’s customers that it 
would make guns and 
ammunition available at 
pre-Obama Administra-
tion prices was severely 
tested by the increase 
in demand for both fire-
arms and ammunition 
that accompanied the ri-
oting nationwide follow-
ing in the aftermath of 
the May 25, 2020 death 
of George Floyd during 
his arrest by Minneapo-
lis Police. O’Three Tac-
tical, which might have 
otherwise enjoyed a 
windfall as a result of the 
increase in sales, at first 
kept up with that demand 
by scrambling to find 
ammo and guns from 
creatively derived sourc-
es, as supplies of both 
dwindled because of the 
stepped-up demand and 
an accompanying rise 
in wholesale and retail 
gun prices. As the gun-
buying panic fueled by 
the riots not only ate into 
his profit margin but cre-
ated a circumstance in 
which he was function-
ing at a loss, Bingham, 
stating that he was hem-
orrhaging money, shut-
tered O’Three Tactical 
in June 2021. The date of 
the expiration of his fed-
eral firearms license or 
the possibility that Bing-
ham renewed it despite 
the closure of O’Three 
Tactical could have a 
bearing on whether the 
charges against him with 
regard to the silencers 
and explosive devices 
found at his home will 
stand.

includes interviewing 
the candidates. Despite 
the consideration that 
both Sabino and Nickel 
are members of the Re-
publican Central Com-
mittee and that they have 
been attending monthly 
meetings of that orga-
nization together for the 
last two years, Sabino 
did not arrange an inter-
view with Nickel.

“I would have been 
more than willing to be 
considered by the Inland 
Empire Business Alli-
ance for an endorsement 
and any support it would 
offer to my campaign,” 
Nickel told the Sentinel. 
He said he was disap-

pointed that Sabino did 
not reach out to him.

Nickel added, “It also 
appears Council Candi-
date Kim Knaus’ funds 
are being used to pay for 
the services of San Ber-
nardino County GOP 
Treasurer and former 
Chairman Robert Rego’s 
company, Parkview 
Business Services, as 
Knaus’ campaign trea-
surer.  San Bernardino 
County GOP bylaws are 
clear that members of the 
central committee are 
subject to removal if ad-
vocating for the election 
of candidates opposing 
SBCGOP-endorsed can-
didates.  If members of 

the SBCGOP are in fact 
advocating for any of 
my opponents in the 5th 
Ward City Council race, 
they are subject to re-
moval from the San Ber-
nardino County Central 
Committee.”

An effort is now un-
der way to have Cothran 
rescind his appointment 
of Sabino as the third 
District board member 
Simultaneously, a coali-
tion of Republican Cen-
tral Committee members 
is determined to extend 
an invitation to Sabino 
to leave the committee 
altogether. Some want to 
make an effort to ensure 
she is not appointed to 

the Grand Terrace City 
Council, which has tra-
ditionally been a van-
guard of Republicanism.

Republicans are 
bound by the 11th Com-
mandment which pro-
hibits speaking ill of a 
fellow Republican.

Sabino has spurned 
efforts by the Sentinel 
to have her respond to 
explain why she is as-
sisting a Democrat in a 
run against a Republican 
and charges that she is 
a Democrat wolf in Re-
publican sheep’s cloth-
ing, a turncoat, a trai-
tor, a RINO, a phony, a 
pretender, an imposter, 
a Democrat-Lover and 

someone who is gener-
ally unworthy of wear-
ing the mantle of Ronald 
Reagan, Barry Goldwa-
ter, Earl Warren, Dwight 
Eisenhower, Robert Taft, 
Robert LaFolette, Teddy 
Roosevelt and Abraham 
Lincoln.

Local Democrats say 
they are doing nothing 
different with Sabino 
than what Republicans 
have been doing for 
years, which has con-
sisted of a strategy of 
insinuating agents pro-
vocateur and disrupt-
ers within the ranks of 
the county Democratic 
Party.

-Mark Gutglueck

Is Sabino A Repub-
lican Or Democrat? 
Only Her Con-
science Knows For 
Sure  from page 18

Circumstance 
Suggests Deputy 
Is Either Mentally 
Ill Or Engaged 
In A Risky Deep 
Game Intelligence 
Gathering Effort 
By Recruiting Into 
The Mongols   from 
page 18


