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As Campaign Nears Clubhouse Turn, Williams Facing Serious Health Challenge Despite Reforms
experienced a major cardiac episode as well as
another nephrological
crisis, and is now intubated and undergoing dialysis. It was said that his
condition has grown so
critical that he remains
hospitalized, and is being kept alive mechanically.
Already a legend,
which is perhaps apocryphal in some or all of
its particulars, has risen
with regard to the may-

or’s travail. According to
that narrative, Williams
is hospitalized at the
Colorado River Medical
Center, where he is under the watchful care of
none other than Dr. Ed
Paget, for decades Needles’ leading physician.
Going back more than
a decade, Williams and
Paget have alternated
holding the mayor’s position, which in Needles
consists of a two-year
term. Williams, See P 5

With the 2020 balloting in which he is due to
stand for reelection less
than two months away,
Needles Mayor Jeff Williams has fallen seriously ill to the point that
his life is reportedly in
danger.
Because of privacy
restrictions in the Health
Insurance
Portability
and Accountability Act,
a 1996 Federal law that
limits access to individuals’ private medical

Jeff Williams
information, precise details about the mayor’s
condition are not available.

This is not the first
major health crisis Williams has faced. In 2015,
the
then-53-year-old
Williams began experiencing kidney issues. In
2016, doctors discovered
and removed a cancerous growth on his right
kidney. Thereafter, Williams has constantly,
three days a week, undergone an exhausting
four-hour dialysis session.
Reportedly, Williams

By Mark Gutglueck
In a remarkable turn
of events, the attorney retained by the City of San
Bernardino to look into
charges of sexual harassment against Mayor John
Valdivia found relatively
slim evidence to verify
those charges, but found
more compelling indications that the mayor had
engaged in corruption of
his function as a public

official.
Carla Barboza, a Los
Angeles-based attorney,
was paid $68,000 to conduct interviews and examine available evidence
relating to accusations
leveled at Valdivia in a
series of claims lodged
with the city by former
municipal
employees
within the mayor’s office.
In January 2020, the

atmosphere in the San
Bernardino Mayor’s Office that had been deteriorating for months devolved into a crisis that
resulted in the resignations of Valdivia’s citizens service representative, Mirna Cisneros,
and his personal assistant, Karen Cervantes,
and the firing of his field
representative
Jackie
Aboud. On February 13,

John Valdivia
Cisneros and Cervantes,
who had retained at-

torney Tristan Pelayes
to represent them, filed
claims against the city
and Valdivia.
Cisneros, who was
hired by the city and was
assigned to Valdivia’s office shortly after he became mayor in December 2018, and Cervantes,
who was hired as Valdivia’s assistant in September 2019, maintained
they
were See P 2

Lake 5th District City
Council hopeful Bynette
Mote pledged that if
elected, “I will bring a
fresh outlook, flexible
time, very active energy,
proactive communication, transparent actions
and a strong motivation
to plan our future that
stems from a love of our
valley and community.”
Mote is competing
against Bob Jackowski,
a longtime incumbent on
the city council See P 5

Larry Bird
Hesperia Mayor Larry
Bird associates the city
where he is now seeking reelection to the city

council with his family.
“My family has lived
in the community for
over 60 years, starting
with my grandfather and
grandmother, Larry Bird
Sr. and Pauline Bird, my
father and mother Larry
Bird Jr. and Jane Bird,
and now my wife, Julie,
and me. We have served
here in a variety of ways
– as educators, pastor, radio programmers,
youth coaches, officiant
for weddings, with lo-

cal churches and service
clubs and organizations.
My wife and I are so
grateful for the tremendous ways our family
has benefited from living
in our Hesperia community. Our children graduated from Sultana High
School, having attended
Hesperia Unified School
District schools for all
thirteen years. Julie and
I have been educators in
Hesperia for over thirty
years. We want See P 9

seeking to displace incumbent Mayor Julie
Hackbarth-MacIntyre in
this year’s Barstow municipal election.
The major issues facing the city, Courtney
said, are “garbage and
debris in the streets, too
many vacant buildings
and homeless sleeping in
the streets.”
To deal with those
issues, Courtney said,
“Citizen review groups

should be formed.”
There is money in
the city’s general fund
to redress those issues,
Courtney said. In addition, the city can acquire
grants to take on those
problems, he suggested.
He has previously
worked in government as
a law enforcement officer and has served as an
elected fire board member when the Barstow
Fire Protection District

& Confidence
She Represents
A Move In The
Right Direction,
Democrat Chair
Washington’s
Policy Being
Second-Guessed

SB’s Legal Investigator Sustains Some But Not All Accusations Against Mayor

Mote Commits To Devoting Time His Family & Personal History In Multiple Roles
& Intensity To Role As BB Solon Merit A Return To Hesperia Council, Bird Says

Bynette Mote
Saying, “Our city has
not had a competitive
election for council in
eight years,” Big Bear

Barstow Native, Entrepreneur & Professor Courtney Wants To Assume Mayoralty
His qualifications to
serve as Barstow mayor
are what distinguish him
from his opponents, Paul
Anthony Courtney said.
“I am educated, I own
and operate several businesses, I teach in the
classroom and I make
leadership decisions every day,” he said.
Courtney is among
three challengers, including Virginia Brown
and Nathaniel Pickett,

was independent from
the city, and has other
governmental appointments under his belt,
Courtney said.
Courtney has lived
in Barstow, “on and off
my whole life,” he said.
“I was born at Barstow
Community Hospital on
May 18, 1961.”
He attended Bar- Paul Anthony Courtney
stow High School and ministration of justice, a
subsequently earned an bachelor of arts degree
associates degree in ad- in psychology, See P 9

Kristin Washington
An internecine battle
has broken out between
members of the San Bernardino County Democratic Central Committee over the committee’s
failure to make an endorsement in the mayoral race in heavily Democratic Rialto.
There have been several twists in the matter,
which is now threatening to have an impact on
two of the more powerful African-American
Democratic women in
the county and divide the
party after it made what
many were celebrating
as a crucial move in July
to overcome nearly a decade of internal bickering that has allowed the
rival Republican Party to
dominate local government.
On July 18, the central committee during
a remotely conducted
meeting selected Kristin
Washington to serve as
the county party chairwoman, displacing Chris
Robles, who had headed
the local party since
2012.
The number of registered Democrats in
San Bernardino County
eclipsed the number of
registered Republicans
in 2009, more than 40
years after the See P 3
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Five Of His Employees & One Of
His Commission
Appointees Say SB
Mayor Engaged in
Offensive, Abusive,
Caddish & Illegal
Conduct from front
page
subjected to Valdivia’s
sexual harassment and
advances, and endured
a hostile work environment along with a string
of humiliations after rejecting his advances. The
claims by both Cisneros
and Cervantes use the
same language in stating
that Valdivia “repeatedly
subjected” them “to…
offensive and/or graphic
sexual comments, and
sexually suggestive language and gestures.”
There is potentially offensive language in the immediately following paragraph. Readers of a certain
sensibility may wish to skip
over it.

According to Cisneros’s claim, formulated
by Pelayes, Valdivia “offered her his credit card
and kept telling her to
buy whatever she wanted, specifically asking
her to buy high heels”
and that “He just wants
her to feel taken care of.
He repeatedly told her
nothing is off limits.”
Cisneros’s claim further
states Valdivia at a September 25, 2019 gala in
Los Angeles during the
cocktail hour, “continuously made lewd comments about women
and kept commenting
on claimant’s appearance” and “continuously
made comments about
a specific woman at the
gala. He said that she offered to ‘suck his dick’ in
Washington. The following day, September 26,
2019, Valdivia renewed
his discussion about the
woman from the night
before. He said, ‘Did you
see the slut from yesterday who was wearing
the black outfit showing
her back? She is always
at events; she is an escort
who has offered to suck
my dick in the elevator in
Washington. She is such
a whore. She kept looking at me yesterday. She
always tries to contact
me. But I don’t want to
get my dick sucked by a
whore.’”

On November 4, 2019,
according to Cisneros’s
claim, Valdivia spoke
openly to her about an
“Assembly member who
had [an] affair with his
chief of staff,” telling her
“that his wife wants a divorce from him. He further told [Cisneros] that
if she ever needs anything, to let him know.
He said that if he wanted
to buy something for her,
his wife would not know
because she doesn’t see
that credit card statement.” During a December 16, 2019 trip Cisneros said she was forced
to make to San Jose with
Valdivia against her will,
according to the claim,
“Valdivia stood next to
her and told her that she
could ask him anything
and nothing was off limits.”
According to Karen
Cervantes, two weeks
after she was hired as
Valdivia’s assistant on
September 30, 2019, on
Saturday October 12,
2019, Valdivia initiated
an intensified effort at effectuating a physical relationship with her. That
day, Valdivia insisted
that Cervantes attend a
weekend event, failing
to get her to “carpool”
there with him, according to the claim. Cervantes said she attended
the event despite being
told by Valdivia’s chief
of staff, Matt Brown,
that attending weekend
events was not part of
her duties in Valdivia’s
office. According to Cervantes’ claim, during the
event, “Valdivia insisted
claimant drink gin and
tonics even though she
repeatedly told him she
did not want to drink.
Upon his insistence,
claimant became uncomfortable, refused to
drink, and left the table
momentarily. Valdivia
then proceeded to drink
his cocktail and also finished the cocktail he had
tried to force claimant to
drink. Shortly thereafter,
Valdivia told claimant he
was feeling intoxicated
and started moving closer to claimant, invading
her personal space. He
touched claimant while
he whispered in her ear
that at events such as this
one, he is ‘not so strict,’
and that he is ‘cool.’ He
said, ‘This is not like at
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work and we can have
fun.’ The touching was
unwanted and offensive.”
According to Cervantes’ claim, as a consequence of Valdivia’s
constant
advances,
“Claimant became increasingly more uncomfortable and became
unable to hide that discomfort. It was obvious
to her that Valdivia noticed claimant’s discomfort and disapproval. Because claimant refused
Valdivia’s
advances
and despicable behavior, Valdivia began to
belittle, bully, degrade,
and embarrass claimant
in front of her coworkers during staff meetings
and other gatherings.
This retaliatory behavior
continued and escalated
throughout the next few
months.”
According to Cervantes’ claim, “On various occasions, Valdivia
would tell her to do
something, then later
switch it up and tell her
that she didn’t follow
his direction. He further sabotaged her work.
During staff meetings, in
front of her coworkers,
he would yell directly
at claimant, saying she
doesn’t do her job.”
Pelayes said that as
their attorney, he guided
Cisneros and Cervantes
in their efforts during the
latter stage of their employment with the city to
be moved into positions
outside the mayor’s office. When the city demonstrated it was not amenable to placing them
elsewhere, they resigned.
In short order, it was revealed that Pelayes was
representing three other
city employees working within the mayor’s
office, as well as a city
commissioner who, according to Pelayes, had
similarly been subjected
to abusive treatment by
the mayor. Those clients
were Jackie Aboud, who
had served as Valdivia’s
field representative for
nearly ten months from
April 2019 until he fired
her in January 2020, and
Alissa Payne, whom
Valdivia had nominated
to serve on the city’s
Arts and Historical Preservation
Commission
and the San Bernardino
Parks, Recreation and
Community
Services

Commission. The others
were Don Smith, who
had worked on Valdivia’s
campaign for mayor and
was subsequently hired
by the city to serve as
Valdivia’s part time field
representative, and Matt
Brown, Valdivia’s chief
of staff who had begun in
that capacity in August
2019, roughly a month
after Valdivia’s original
chief of staff, Bill Essayli, had resigned.
According to Commissioner
Payne,
Valdivia engaged in unwanted sexually-tinged
overtures with her, including
inappropriate
physical contact. “He
went as far as offering
to provide me an apartment, would tell me how
to vote and what to say
or do at the commission
meetings, asked me to
meet him alone in the
evening after hours, and
promised – guaranteed
– me a seat on the city
dais as the Second Ward
council member,” Payne
said. She recounted that
Valdivia “invited me to
attend a dinner event as
his personal guest where
he was persistently trying to get me intoxicated, which I declined.
The mayor was preying
on me.”
Neither Smith nor
Brown were subjected to
sexual harassment of the
sort visited upon Cisneros, Cervantes, Aboud
or Payne, according to
Pelayes, though Smith
said that during his conversations with the mayor, Valdivia engaged in
what Smith said were for
him unwanted references
to Valdivia’s sexual encounters and complaints
about his wife’s unwillingness to accommodate
him sexually.
In a claim filed with
the City of San Bernardino by Pelayes on
behalf of Brown on July
22 of this year, it is related that Valdivia insisted
on giving his employees
improper assignments
that they proved unwilling, after a time, to carry
out; that Valdivia’s caddish behavior crossed
the line into sexual harassment of Cisneros and
Cervantes and Aboud;
that after the resignation of Cisneros and
Cervantes and the firing
of Aboud, when the city
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was hit by the Cisneros
and Cervantes claims,
an increasingly desperate Valdivia sought to
preemptively destroy the
credibility of his former
staff members to head
off the legal trouble his
treatment of them had
created.
After the city had
brought Carla Barboza
in to delve into the accusations against the mayor, Brown’s claim states,
Valdivia
pressured
him and the remaining
members of the mayoral
staff to cook up falsified
charges against Cisneros
and Cervantes.
“On or about February 4, 2020 during an
early morning telephone
call, Valdivia told claimant about his intent to
go on the offensive with
Cisneros and Cervantes
and refute their allegations against him,”
Brown’s claim relates.
“Valdivia indicated he
had spoken with Chris
Jones, his spokesman
and political consultant, and that Jones had
convinced Valdivia he
needed to be aggressive
in dealing with Cisneros
and Cervantes. Valdivia
requested that [Valdivia’s office intern Alexander] Cousins, [Mayoral/
City Council Secretary
Renee] Brizuela and
claimant provide him
with false written statements refuting the allegations from Cisneros
and Cervantes. Claimant was stunned because
he knew the allegations
to be true since he witnessed them. Additionally, Valdivia requested
that claimant write
fake work performance
evaluations for both
employees emphasizing

their poor work habits.
Claimant refused to participate in the falsification of the said records,
[as] he would be required
to testify under oath
and perjure himself in
a deposition, given that
Cisneros and Cervantes
had already filed their
tort claim, which was a
precursor of filing a lawsuit against the City of
San Bernardino. Claimant, by refusing to engage in the falsification
of records, documents,
and performance evaluations, had reasonable
cause to believe that if he
had agreed to engage in
these acts, it would result
in violations of federal,
state, and/or local laws,
rules or regulations.”
Brown’s claim states
that Brown “told Valdivia that Jones was giving him bad advice and
recommended Valdivia
discuss these requests
with City Attorney Sonia Carvalho. This enraged him. Because
claimant refused to
provide Valdivia with
the fake statements and
fake work performance
evaluations he had requested, Valdivia began
to doubt claimant’s loyalty towards him. On or
about February 10, 2020,
claimant had a meeting
with Valdivia for approximately one hour
and 45 minutes. Valdivia
attempted to ask a lot
of questions about the
status of the personnel
investigation and claimant declined to provide
any details. Valdivia requested claimant speak
with Smith and Cousins
and ‘coach them’ prior to
their interviews with the
human resources investi-

Continued on Page 4
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LaPlante Asking Victorville’s Voters To ‘Place Pragmatic Leadership Over Special Interests’
His experience in
politics, the private sector and the military place
him in good stead to assume a position on the
city council, LaPlante
said. “My government
career spans over 20
years in service with
the U.S. Army and the
Department of Veterans
Affairs. I am an experienced small business
owner, and have another
two decades of volunteering for the community at large and as a voter
registration committee
chairman.”
LaPlante said, “I am
running for Victorville
City Council because
our city is in grave need
of major change. Egos
and special interests
have taken over the People’s Council and We the
People need to represent
the City of Victorville.
As a longtime Victorville resident, I know
what our neighborhoods
and our people need.”
With him, LaPlante
said, what the voters see
is exactly what they will
get.
“I am vetted in the
community and have
their trust and faith because they know I am
committed to their interests. I am a law abiding
citizen and am committed to public safety.”
LaPlante is in a heavily-contested race. He is
one of 21 candidates in

Endorsement Vote
Controversy Proves
Washington’s First
County Democratic
Party Leadership
Challenge from front
page
political rise of Ronald
Reagan had engendered
a four-decade-long era
of Republicanism in San
Bernardino County and
in much of the Golden
State. Yet despite the rising numbers of Democrats that continued to
widen the gap over their
Republican
counterparts, Democratic candidates consistently failed
at the polls in local races, such that at present,
four of the five members
of the San Bernardino
County Board of Supervisors are Republicans
and on 17 of the county’s

this year’s city council
race in which three seats
are up. Those candidates
include two incumbents,
current Mayor Gloria
Garcia and Councilwoman Blanca Gomez,
as well as LaPlante, Lionel Dew, Terrance Stone,
Robert Bowen, Frank
Kelly, Elizabeth Becerra, Lizet Angulo, Adam
Verduzco Jr., Craig Timchak, Webster Thomas,
Ashiko Newman, Paul
Marsh, Mike Stevens,
Kimberly Mesen, Eric
Negrete, Kareema Abdul, Ryan McEachron,
Valentin Godina and
Jerry Laws.
For him or anyone
that is elected in this
year’s election, LaPlante
said, “The shutdown of
a major portion of Victorville’s economy is the
#1 priority.” LaPlante
said he also sees “public
safety and homelessness
as significant issues” in
the longer term.
A major issue facing
the community at this
time, LaPlante said, is

“the city’s fiscal responsibility to its residents.”
Upon being elected,
he said he will push
for “a review of all city
operations and swift
changes by the council
and staff to fully commit to save jobs for the
working families of Victorville.”
LaPlante said he believes he can be a prime
mover in ‘bringing about
systemic and fiscally
sound structural change
at City Hall.”
His 35 years working in and around U.S.
governmental operations
gives him, La Plante
said, if not a unique, then
an uncommon, insight
into how government
work is carried out down
the chain of command,
which he said could be
useful in gauging how
directions should emanate from the decisionmaking level. Of his 30
years in California, “fifteen of those were spent
in Victorville or the Victorville area,” he said. “I
know my way around. I
am a fiscal conservative
who is against raising
taxes.”
Proper management
of the city, he said, “will
pay for residents’ shared
benefit by bringing in
new pioneering businesses.”
Formerly a longtime
member of the San Bernardino County Demo-

cratic Central Committee, LaPlante was the
executive board representative to the California Democratic Party
for the party’s delegates
in the 33rd Assembly
District and was the
San Bernardino County
Democratic Party’s voter
registration committee
chairman.
He is easily distinguished from some of
the council incumbents,
LaPlante said, by not being in a position to profit
personally from being a
city official.
LaPlante called for
“the reduction of overpaid administration salaries.”
He said “The residents of Victorville need
new pragmatic leadership in order to reform
our local government so
it can work better for the
residents and not the special interest groups.”
A graduate of Northwest High School in Indiana, LaPlante told the
Sentinel, “I used my GI
Bill benefits to earn an
A.S. degree from Victor
Valley College, in automotive engineering. I
also attended the University of Maryland, Central Texas Collage and
Barstow College. I have
an A.A degree in history
and political science.”
LaPlante
has
a
29-year-old son, Jeffrey,
and daughter-in-law, Di-

ana. “I am widowed,” he
said, simply. “I lost my
son’s mama in 2007.”
Now retired from
the U. S. Army, he is a
member of Victorville’s
Homelessness
Task
Force. “We have a new
wellness center with
300 more beds coming
soon,” he said.
“I come from a proud
family that has been involved in public service
since World War II,
when my father served
the United States in the
South Pacific with the
U.S. Navy,” LaPlante
said. “I was also a com-

city and town councils
members of the GOP
outnumber Democrats.
On August 27, the
Democrats again held a
full meeting of the central committee by means
of teleconference, this
time to make endorsements of the local candidates running in the
November 3 Presidential
General Election. Only
Democrats were eligible
for those endorsements,
which are granted by
means of that endorsement being accepted by
60 percent of those participating in the vote. By
previous arrangement,
a team of interviewers
had been carrying out
an evaluation process of
the various candidates
for office, and prior to
the August 27 meeting,
recommendations based
on that evaluation pro-

cess were provided to the
committee members.
In Rialto, Deborah
Robertson had been
elected mayor in 2012,
after a decade on the
city council. She garnered the party endorsement in her maiden run
for mayor when she was
opposed by Republican
Rialto City Councilman Ed Scott. In 2016,
when her opponent was
Republican Rialto City
Councilman Ed Palmer,
she again received the
Democratic Party endorsement. Among most
observers, it was widely
assumed that Robertson, as one of the most
consistently
electable
Democrats in San Bernardino County going
back two decades and as
one of the highest-profile
African American politicians in the county as

well, would naturally receive the party endorsement again. And indeed,
the evaluating commit-

want to weigh in during
meeting discussions in a
way that contrasted favorably with the manner
in which Robles oftentimes slighted committee members. Nonetheless, some consider her
to be less impressive in
terms of adhering to procedure and protocol in
conducting the central
committee’s meetings.
At the August 27 endorsement meeting, if
a candidate, upon being considered for the
party’s endorsement, received the requisite 60
percent of the votes cast
to get the endorsement,
he or she was endorsed.
A problem ensued,
however, when the committee took up the endorsement in the Rialto
mayoral race. A notable
twist of parliamentary
procedure took place

Roger LaPlante

Deborah Robertson
tee had given her the nod
prior to the August 27
meeting.
Washington, another
rising African-American
Democratic woman in
San Bernardino County, has been given high
marks for the manner in
which she has been inclusive of virtually every
one of the central committee members who

(909) 202-4330

bat veteran of the 1st Inf
Div Big Red 1 Iraq in
1991. In 1985 I served
in the NATO European
Theater of Operations in
the Cold War.”
More can be gleaned
about LaPlante and his
candidacy at his website,
rlaplante.com, and on
Facebook.
LaPlante said that no
matter the outcome of
the November 3 election,
“I am thankful for the
opportunity to be considered by the voters for
the honor of serving on
the city council.”
-M.G.

http://www.icrshop.com
under Roberts Rules of
Order and the San Bernardino County Central
Committee’s
bylaws,
when committee member Debra McAffee made
a motion to substitute
Lupe Camacho, the other
Democrat in the Rialto
mayoral race, for Deborah Robertson as the party’s endorsed candidate.
The background to that
was that Robertson has
lately involved herself in
a degree of controversy,
which includes the City
of Rialto having undertaken an investigation of
her relating to a conflict
of interest involving the
city’s pass-through of
community development
block grant funding to
a nonprofit organization
headed by her daughter,
as well as her association
with and support of em-

Continued on Page 10
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Investigators Confirms The Subtance
Of 36 Of The 109
Accusations Against
The Mayor from
page 2
gator because he wanted
their interviews to reflect positively on him.
Claimant refused.”
When Brown told
Valdivia he should not
be interfering in the investigation, according
to the claim, Valdivia retaliated against him and
created a hostile work
environment.
A common theme in
the claims filed by Cisneros, Cervantes and
Aboud was that after
they had rejected his
advances, the mayor
repeatedly engaged in
denigration and derision
of their work and performance.
In the main, the public
focus with regard to the
complaints initially filed
was on the so-called
sexual harassment aspect of the allegations,
which was reflected in
the city’s reaction to
the charges against the
mayor. Thus, Barboza’s
investigation
largely
pertained to issues falling under the sexual
harassment rubric. As
the Smith, Aboud and
Brown claims were filed
after the Cisneros and
Cervantes claims, Barboza’s analysis did not
extend to the Smith and
Brown claims, which
did not assert any direct sexual harassment.
Released this week was
Barboza’s
determination with regard to the
Cisneros,
Cervantes
and Aboud claims. The
lion’s share of Barboza’s
analysis dwells on what
the city defines as sexual
harassment
allegedly
perpetrated by Valdivia,
which comprises the
central gist of the narratives in the Cisneros,
Cervantes and Aboud
claims.
According to the executive summaries of
Barboza’s investigation
of the three claims, the
one filed by Mirna Cisneros could be reduced
to 43 separate and distinct accusations; that
filed by Karen Cervantes
comprised 44 allegations; and the claim filed

by Aboud boiled down
to 29 accusations. According to Barboza, she
used what she referred to
as the “preponderance of
the evidence standard,”
in making her analysis
of all three claims, which
she explained as being a
conclusion “whether it
was more likely than not
that the complained-of
action or conduct occurred.”
For some, however,
the limitations surrounding the investigation
were highly problematic,
undercutting the integrity of the investigation
altogether and bringing
Barboza’s conclusions
into question. Cisneros,
Cervantes and Aboud,
advised by Pelayes that
the city’s investigation
was angling toward a
preset conclusion, declined to be interviewed
by Barboza. Valdivia
likewise refused to be interviewed. In each case,
Barboza maintained that
she had interviewed 17
witnesses for the Cisneros claim, 17 for the
Cervantes claim and 17
for the Aboud claim,
which would suggest
that she was referencing the same 17 witnesses. Barboza did not
identify who those witnesses were. In the executive summary, when
referencing a witness,
Barboza used a series of
Xs, either six capital Xs
followed by six capital
Xs or five capital Xs followed by five capital Xs,
to signify a first and last
name or five or six capital Xs to apparently signify a last name. In some
cases, the identify of
an anonymous witness
in Barboza’s summary
could be extrapolated
by comparing the summary with the claims.
In other cases, the witness’s identity could not
be easily surmised. Two
obvious witnesses were
Brown and Mayoral/
City Council Secretary
Renee] Brizuela. Despite
having retained Pelayes
to represent him in early
March and Pelayes’s advice to Brown against
cooperating with the
city’s
investigation,
Brown remained as a
city employee until May,
and he thus may not have
had the option of not
submitting to Barboza’s
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questioning. Similarly,
Smith remained employed with the city until
sometime in the spring.
Whether,
however,
Brown and Smith were
among the 17 witnesses
Barboza references is not
acknowledged in the executive summary of Barboza’s report. It is possible that the information
from Brown and Smith
considered by Barboza
consisted of the claims
they filed with the city.
Barboza was similarly
limited in the documentation she was provided.
In the executive summaries, she states that the
Cisneros, Cervantes and
Aboud claims were the
only documents available to her containing
the specific allegations
relating to Valdivia. This
would suggest that the
city itself withheld from
Barboza the reports Cisneros, Cervantes and
Aboud filed with Brown,
the human resources
department, Human Resources Director Helen
Chan and City Manager
Teri Ledoux prior to Cisneros’s and Cervantes’
voluntary and Aboud’s
forced departures from
the city in January.
Another professional
investigator involved in
workforce and workplace evaluations told the
Sentinel that Barboza’s
willingness to continue
with the investigation in
the face of her inability
to question all of the percipient witnesses to the
circumstance being investigated and the city’s
withholding of relevant
documentation brought
her
professionalism,
competence and integrity, as well as the validity
of her conclusions, under
question.
According to Barboza, her analysis of the
allegations, the available
evidence and the statements of witnesses led
her to conclude that 20
of Cisneros’s 43 accusations relating to Valdivia
and his conduct could
be substantiated; that 13
accusations of the 44 allegations in Cervantes
claim could be fully substantiated and elements
within another of those
allegations were verified; and that three of the
29 accusations lodged
against the mayor by

Aboud could be substantiated.
Of some note was that
Barboza was unable to
find support, she maintained, that city officials
had failed to act in the
face of the complaints
lodged with various city
officials about the mayor’s conduct.
Despite
Cisneros,
Cervantes and Aboud all
maintaining that when
they sought from various
city employees protection from the treatment
they were accorded by
Valdivia they were told
by the city officials they
approached that nothing
could be done because
Valdivia was an elected
official, Barboza found
those statements unverifiable, uncorroborated
and therefore unsubstantiated.
In Barboza’s findings,
Valdivia slipped out
from under most, though
not all, of the accusations
pertaining to sexual harassment in the most direct sense, that is, overt
sexually-tinged
comments or suggestions. Of
Cisneros’s 21 allegations
of such patently sexually-based transgressions
on the mayor’s part, Barboza found seven substantiated and 14 unsubstantiated. Of Cervantes’
allegations against the
mayor, 10 related to direct sexual comments,
requests,
suggestions
or references. Barboza
said nine of those were
unsubstantiated,
finding only one to be, in
her parlance, “partially
substantiated.” Of the
29 allegations against
the mayor in Aboud’s
claim, 15 related to him
sexually pressuring her.
One passage in Aboud’s
claim said what she experienced while serving
as the mayor’s field representative consisted of
Valdivia having “told her
that she needed to ‘develop a personal relationship’ with him and that
she also needed to spend
more time with him
‘outside of work’’ and
Valdivia telling Aboud
“he would ‘terminate’
her if she did not develop
this ‘personal relationship’ with him.” Aboud’s
claim also stated that
“Valdivia’s intention for
compelling claimant to
develop a personal rela-
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tionship with him was
to date claimant and advance Valdivia’s sexual
desires on claimant.”
Barboza found all 15 of
those sexually-based allegations unsubstantiated.
Despite Barboza’s determination that most of
the accusations relating
to sexual harassment by
the mayor could not be
substantiated, she sustained as verifiable numerous accounts, particularly ones emanating
from Cisneros, that
Valdivia had engaged in
improprieties with regard to taking money,
gifts and favors from
questionable sources in
ways that bordered on or
crossed the line into the
province of bribery, and
that Valdivia played fast
and loose with regard to
the rules relating to filing the reports, certified
under the penalty of perjury, required of public
officials relating to the
reception of those gratuities as well as his travel
and expense vouchers
for activity he engaged
in while junketing or
traveling on what was
supposed to be official
city or government business. Moreover, Barboza
found credible the reports that Valdivia used
the authority of his office
and public assets, facilities and personnel, to engage in political activity,
which is strictly forbidden under the law.
Barboza said her investigation substantiated
an allegation by Cisneros that Valdivia pressured his staff members
to participate in what
was scheduled [but later
canceled] to be a campaign event for him on
opening day of the 2020
baseball season at Dodger Stadium in April;
that Valdivia pressured
Cisneros and another
female co-worker [identified by the Sentinel as
Brizuela] to work on the
reelection campaigns of
two of his council allies, Juan Figueroa and
Bessine Richard, running in the March 2020
election; that Valdivia
had accepted a $900
bottle of wine gifted to
him by an ambassador
without reporting the
gratuity on his statement
of economic interest as

required by California
law; that Valdivia had
stated he was constantly
receiving gifts he did
not properly report; that
he had instructed Cisneros to be “vague’ in
filing Valdivia’s request
for reimbursement for
hotel accommodations
and meals from the San
Bernardino
International Airport Authority,
of which he is a board
member, when the activity he carried out on
that particular trip apparently related to his
having met with donors
to his campaign fund;
that he was the recipient
of free travel, including
flights in a Gulfstream,
from a particular businessman or businessmen; and that Valdivia
told Cisneros that he had
an inside contact at the
district attorney’s office
who was delivering to
him information relating
to any investigation or
investigations that office
was conducting relating
to his activity.
Barboza also said she
had substantiated Cervantes’ allegation that
Valdivia, acting on the
knowledge that Cervantes had graduated
from Cal State University San Bernardino,
engaged in a demeaning monologue in front
of numerous people in
Cervantes’
presence
about the ineptitude of
Cal State University San
Bernardino students, remarking that he did not
want to work with them
because they were incompetent and were not
high functioning.
Valdivia’s
lawyer,
Rod Pacheco, was not
impressed with the quality and integrity of Barboza’s investigation nor
the validity of her conclusions, though he said
she for the most part got
straight that his client
had not engaged in classic sexual harassment.
To make a finding
of sexual harassment
against an individual,
Pacheco said, the perception of the harassment occurring had to be
“objective, not subjective. That’s the problem
with this. None of this
is objectively sexual harassment. What you have
are a series of concoc-
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Flores Envisions Bringing Real Estate Industry Service Principles To The Chino City Council
Christopher Flores,
who is going up against
incumbent Paul Rodriguez in the November
election to represent
Chino’s First District
said, “I am running for
the city council as part
of my calling to serve
the City of Chino in a
leadership role. I made
the decision to run because I believe our city
council can use someone new with 21st Century ideas, but who also
wants to preserve the
roots of Chino and see
steady growth over the
next 15 to 20 years. As a
volunteer for the city and
local nonprofit organizations, I am mentored by
long-time community
members, teachers, pastors, and coaches. I have
learned that good leaders
must first become good
servants. My mission is
to serve the people of
Chino.”
He believes he is every bit as qualified as
Rodriguez to hold the
position of city councilman.
“As a real estate
agent, I am entrusted
with one of the biggest
investments a family
can make,” he said. “It
is my duty to safeguard
any money, deeds, or any
other documents entrusted to me that relate to the
transaction. I am obligated to provide reasonable care and diligence
while being truthful and

Mote from front
page

who along with Councilman Bill Jahn faced no
opposition in the 2016
contest.
She is running for
city council, Mote said,
because “I have a strong
love for our Big Bear
Valley, our neighbors
and businesses, and
would like to offer my
expertise in helping to
plan the best present and
future for everyone. I
have spent the last two
years educating and preparing myself by attending various board meetings across our valley
to understand the issues
we currently face, along
with building solid relationships within the
leadership community. I
look forward to serving

Flores told the Sentinel, “If I am fortunate
enough to be elected as
a councilman, I want to
assure the entire community, specifically residents living in District
1, that I will serve as an
advocate for them at City
Hall. District 1 is special
in that it is home to our
oldest
neighborhoods
and the majority of our
Latino population. Our
community requires an
understanding of the
current and future needs
specific to District 1.
Please visit chrisflores.
org to learn more about
my platform. Follow me
on Facebook at facebook.com/f lores4chino
and Instagram @flores4chino.”
-M.G.

loyal to clients. Between
my career and passion to
serve Chino, I continue
to build a track record
of being honest, reliable
and committed to serving people, especially
the people of Chino. I
believe I have a clear
understanding of what
people’s main concerns
are and what they expect
from their city councilman.”
He is distinguished
from Rodriguez, Flores
said, by “my energy and
passion to continue serving and volunteering in
the community. I have a
mission to put the needs
of our most vulnerable
population at the forefront while listening to
our youth because I relate as a peer. My opponent and I have differing
views for the future for
Chino, specifically on
land use policy. I advocate for steady growth. I
believe my servant leadership qualities along
with my commitment to
the people of Chino are
the significant qualities
that distinguish me from

my opponent for this position.”
Flores said, “The major issue facing the city
is the same issue facing
renters and first-time
home buyers: lack of financial resources due to
the current pandemic.
Famous
restaurants,
flower shops, and other
businesses have either
permanently
closed,
suffered major financial
hardships, or let employees go. The city’s current
budget has already experienced significant shortages, partly as a result
of lower sales revenues
from local businesses.
This issue also has the
potential of significantly
affecting Chino’s quality of life, but with the
right leadership and vision, Chino residents and
business owners have
a bright future to look
forward to. No family or
business should be left
behind.”
He said, “The financial hardship should be
redressed by continuing to take a conservative financial approach
to our budget spending.
I believe cutting-edge,
simple-to-use
digital
platforms are part of
the solution to help reduce spending as much
as possible. Digital platforms have the ability
to connect people, organizations, and resources
with the aim to reduce
spending while also cre-

ating revenue resources
never imagined before.”
In addressing how he
proposes the city will pay
for the solutions he suggests, Flores said, “One
thing I know about Chino is its commitment to
fiscal responsibility. Our
Chino City Council, city
manager, and the executive management team
have worked so well
together in governing
and prudently using the
city’s general fund and
general fund reserves. I
propose the city continue
to use these same fiscally
responsible practices to
ensure proper budgeting
and oversight of taxpayers’ dollars.”
Flores acknowledged
that “My exposure to
municipal government is
limited, as I consider this
an area of development
for me. I studied ethics
and philosophy of law
in college and learned
to develop strategies
for implementing social
change through communication. I explored concepts related to rhetoric,
public argumentation,
and political thought.
In theory, I studied and
analyzed
government
and politics. I have relevant experience in real
estate, such as working
with a team of brokers,
lenders, inspectors, escrow officers, and more
to reach a common goal.
My employment at a law
firm gave me hands-on

experience in legal proceedings. I work with
an amazing non-profit
organization located in
the heart of Chino which
is closely related to government operations. My
education,
volunteer
work, and experience in
law and real estate will
help me make a smooth
transition in becoming
the councilman District
1 needs me to be.”
Flores spent the formative years of his youth
in Los Angeles, where he
attended Cathedral High
School College Preparatory. He moved to Chino as a young adult. “I
have lived in Chino for
over five years, and have
friends and family who
have lived in Chino for
over 30 years. I look forward to raising my family in Chino for years to
come.”
Flores obtained undergraduate degrees in
philosophy and communications from California State University, Los
Angeles.
A licensed California
real estate agent since
November 2017, Flores
previously held a fulltime position at a law
firm as a legal assistant/
intake specialist.
Flores is not married
and has no children. “I
am the proud uncle to
several nephews and
nieces and a proud godfather of one goddaughter,” he said.

Continued on Page 10

and being an active voice
for District 5 residents.”
She is qualified to
hold the position of city
councilwoman,
Mote
said, in that “I offer 25
years of business management experience with
strong skillsets in leadership, finance and operations, along with strategic planning. I have
also held the position as
planning commissioner
for the City of Big Bear
Lake since November
2018, appointed and reappointed unanimously
by the city council, so I
offer two years in government as well. I am a
full-time resident and
very actively involved
in our community, from
volunteering to supporting.”
Mote said, “Currently,
due to the pandemic, our

valley has been incredibly overwhelmed with
tourism, so our residents
have been very vocal
of late with issues surrounding
short-term
rentals, traffic, trash,
noise and so on. Short
term rentals have also
seen an increase in numbers, so long-term, affordable housing is very
limited and hard to find
for our full-time residents.”
To redress that issue,
Mote said, “I would like
to see proactive discussions taking place between our leadership,
our residents, our businesses and any other
stakeholders to bring
forth ideas and work on
solutions together. There
are several similar tourist destinations with excellent plans, extended

regulations, improved
code enforcement, rental
caps, and so forth that we
could also learn from.”
Mote said there needs
to be inclusive brainstorming among residents and civic leaders in
order for the community
to come up with ways to
fund improvements in
the way the city operates.
“This is a matter of
committing time for discussions at this point to
the issue of municipal financing,” she said.
Mote and her husband, Greg, have lived
in Big Bear Lake since
2016.
“My husband and I
moved to Big Bear Lake
full-time nearly 4 years
ago,” she said.
Mote attended two
high schools. She spent

her first two years at
Clovis West High School
and last two at Thousand Oaks High School.
She has attended three
colleges, including Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo
as a math major; Moorpark College where she
achieved her general education degree; and Cal
State Northridge, where
she was an English major.
Currently,
Mote’s
time is taken up with her
service on the Big Bear
Lake Planning Commissioner and, she said,
“remodeling our house,
everything from framing to drywall to flooring, etc.”
Mote told the Sentinel, “My husband Greg
is also running for a seat
on the board of directors for the Bear Valley

Community Healthcare
District. We are both
very involved in the Big
Bear community and
wish to help plan the
best future for our valley
and residents. We are not
taking political endorsements or campaign donations. Should anyone
wish to support us in our
venture, please consider
making a small donation to one of our local
charities as they have not
been able to fundraise
this year due to the pandemic: https://themotevote.com /#donate-tobig-bear.
“For a more extensive review of my background and qualifications,” she said, “you are
welcome to peruse my
resumes at https://themotevote.com/#about.”
-M.G.

Christopher Flores

Needles Mayor
Gravely Ill from
front page

a former sheriff’s deputy who later worked as
an investigator for the
public defender’s office,
was first elected Needles
mayor in 2000. He ran
unopposed for mayor in
2006 and in 2008 held off
a challenge by longtime
Needles political figure
Roy Mills. In 2010, Paget, who had and continues to have tremendous
visibility and popularity
in Needles as a physician who cares for many
in what is the county’s
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NOTICE
OF
SALE
OF
AUTOMOBILE
Notice
is
hereby
given
pursuant
to
Sections
3071
of
the
Civil
Code
of
the
State
of
California
the
undersigned
will
sell
the
following
vehicle(s) at lien sale at
said address below on:
09/25/2020
09:00
AM
Year of Car / Make of Car / Vehicle ID No. / License No. (State)
2017
TOYOTA
4T1BF1FK 3H U783448
783448X
CA
To be sold by XCLUSIVE
KUSTOM
COLLISION
AUTO 10060 LINDEN AVE
BLOOMINGTON CA 92316
Said sale is for the purpose
of
satisfying
lien
for
together
with
costs
of
advertising
and expenses of sale.
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
September 11, 2020
NOTICE OF SALE
OF
AUTOMOBILE
Notice
is
hereby
given
pursuant
to
Sections
3071
of
the
Civil
Code
of
the
State
of
California
the
undersigned
will
sell
the
following
vehicle(s) at lien sale at
said address below on:
09/25/2020
09:00
AM
Year of Car / Make of Car / Vehicle ID No. / License No. (State)
2017 CHEVY 1GC1KUEY9HF207158
207158X CA
To be sold by ALYSSA GUTIERREZ 11327 EL FUEGO
CT FONTANA CA 92337
Said sale is for the purpose
of
satisfying
lien
for
together
with
costs
of
advertising
and expenses of sale.
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
September 11, 2020
NOTICE
OF
SALE
OF
AUTOMOBILE
Notice
is
hereby
given
pursuant
to
Sections
3071
of
the
Civil
Code
of
the
State
of
California
the
undersigned
will
sell
the
following
vehicle(s) at lien sale at
said address below on:
09/25/2020
09:00
AM
Year of Car / Make of Car / Vehicle ID No. / License No. (State)
2017
DODGE
2 C 3C DXGJ 7 H H 598 821
8BHV611
CA
To be sold by LEE’S AUTO
REPAIR 8898 EMERALD
AVE FONTANA CA 92335
Said sale is for the purpose
of
satisfying
lien
for
together
with
costs
of
advertising
and expenses of sale.
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
September 11, 2020.
NOTICE

OF
SALE
OF
AUTOMOBILE
Notice
is
hereby
given
pursuant
to
Sections
3071
of
the
Civil
Code
of
the
State
of
California
the
undersigned
will
sell
the
following
vehicle(s) at lien sale at
said address below on:
09/25/2020
09:00
AM
Year of Car / Make of Car / Vehicle ID No. / License No. (State)
2018
MAZDA
3MZBN1V37JM275640 8HHL556 CA
To be sold by XCLUSIVE
KUSTOM
COLLISION
AUTO 10060 LINDEN AVE
BLOOMINGTON CA 92316
Said sale is for the purpose
of
satisfying
lien
for
together
with
costs
of
advertising
and expenses of sale.
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
September 11, 2020

Public Notices
ORDER
TO
SHOW
CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME
CASE
NUMBER
CIVDS2016516
TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS: Petitioner BRIAN
ALEXANDER NORITS filed
with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
BRIAN
ALEXANDER
NORITS to ZEN GALLOWAY
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes described above
must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court
days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should
not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the
court may grant the petition
without a hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 09/28/2020
Time: 9 a.m.
Department: S17
The address of the
court is Superior Court of
California,County of San Bernardino, San Bernardino District - Civil Division, 247 West
Third Street, Same as above,
San Bernardino, CA 924150210, San Bernardino
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this
order be published in the SAN
BERNARDINO
COUNTY
SENTINEL in San Bernardino County California, once a
week for four successive weeks
prior to the date set for hearing
of the petition.
Dated: July 29, 2020
Lynn M. Poncin
Judge of the Superior
Court.
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
8/21/20, 8/28/20, 9/04/20 &
9/11/20.

FBN 20200007180
The following entity is doing
business as LD BOTANICALS,
LLC 12636 PASCAL AVE GRAND
TERRACE, CA 92313
TAMIA
DAILY LD BOTANICALS, LLC
12636 PASCAL AVE GRAND
TERRACE, CA 92313
Mailing Address: P.O BOX 296
RIALTO, CA 92377
This Business is Conducted By:
A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
BY SIGNING BELOW, I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
S/ TAMIA DAILY
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/11/2020
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
JULY 21, 2015
County Clerk, Deputy D5511
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on 8/21, 8/28,
9/04 & 9/11, 2020.
FBN 20200006704
The following entity is doing business as DEEP KREEK
KENNEL 2516 SPRING DRIVE
RUNNING SPRINGS, CA 92382
JOSEPH KELLY 2516 SPRING
DRIVE RUNNING SPRINGS, CA
92382
Mailing Address: PO BOX
1554 RUNNING SPRINGS, CA
92382

San Bernardino County Sentinel
Public Notices
This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL
BY SIGNING BELOW, I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
S/ JOSEPH KELLY
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 07/29/2020
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
JANUARY 1, 2020
County Clerk, Deputy D5511
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on 8/21, 8/28,
9/04 & 9/11, 2020.
FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO-20200006440
The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Team EA Auto
Sales, Inc., 500 East E. Street, #206,
Ontario, CA 91764, Mailing Address: 16580 Cobalt Court, Chino
Hills, CA 91709, Team EA Auto
Sales, Inc., 500 East E. Street, #206,
Ontario, CA 91764
Business is Conducted By: A
Corporation
Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
s/ Eric Ricardo
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 7/22/20
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
N/A
County Clerk, s/ I1327
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Professions Code).
8/21/20, 8/28/20, 9/4/20, 9/11/20

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO-20200007180
The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: LD Botanicals,
LLC, 12636 Pascal Ave, Grand Terrace, CA 92313, Mailing Address:
PO Box 296, Rialto, CA 92377,
Tamia Daily, LD Botanicals, LLC,
12636 Pascal Ave, Grand Terrace,
CA 92313
Business is Conducted By: A
Limited Liability Company
Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
s/ Tamia Daily
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 8/11/20
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
7/21/2015
County Clerk, s/ D5511
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Professions Code).
8/21/20, 8/28/20, 9/4/20, 9/11/20

Public Notices
ORDER
TO
SHOW
CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME CASE NUMBER
CIVDS2015236
TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS: Petitioner Rose O.
Sanchez filed with this court
for a decree changing names as
follows:
Rose Ortiz Sanchez to
Rosa Ortiz Rivas
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes described above
must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court
days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should
not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the
court may grant the petition
without a hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 10/06/20
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Department: S17
The address of the
court is Superior Court of
California,County of San Bernardino, San Bernardino District - Civil Division, 247 West
Third Street, Same as above,
San Bernardino, CA 924150210, San Bernardino
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this
order be published in the SAN
BERNARDINO
COUNTY
SENTINEL in San Bernardino County California, once a
week for four successive weeks
prior to the date set for hearing
of the petition.
Dated: July 22, 2020
Lynn M. Poncin
Judge of the Superior
Court.
Published in the San
Bernardino County Sentinel
on 8/21/20, 8/28/20, 9/4/20,
9/11/20
FBN 20200007519
The following entity is doing business as UNDOCUMENTAL HEALTH 3698 N E ST APT
D SAN BERNARDINO, CA
92405 MAYRA V BARRAGANO’BRIEN 3698 N E ST APT D SAN
BERNARDINO, CA 92405
This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL
BY SIGNING BELOW, I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
S/ MAYRA BARRAGANO’BRIEN
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/19/2020
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
AUGUST 4, 2020
County Clerk, Deputy I1327
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on 8/21, 8/28,
9/04 & 9/11, 2020.

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF: ROBERT FACIO
CASE
NO.
PROPS
2000547
To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will
or estate, or both of JUANITA
L. FACIO
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by ROBERT FACIO in the Superior
Court of California, County of
SAN BERNARDINO.
THE PETITION FOR
PROBATE requests that ROB-

Public Notices
ERT FACIO be appointed as
personal representative to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests
authority to administer the
estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the
personal representative to take
many actions without obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required
to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition
will be held in Dept. No. S-37
at 1:30 p.m. on SEPTEMBER
30, 2020 at Superior Court of
California, County of San Bernardino, 247 West Third Street,
San Bernardino, CA 92415,
San Bernardino District.
IF YOU OBJECT to the
granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing
and state your objections or
file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or
by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file
your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the
court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you
of a notice under Section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes
and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE
the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in
the estate, you may file with the
court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition
or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
MICHAEL C. MADDUX,
ESQ.
1894 COMMERCENTER
WEST, SUITE 108
SAN BERNARDINO, CA
92408
Telephone No: (909) 8902350
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
8/28, 9/04 & 9/11, 2020

ORDER
TO
SHOW
CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME
CASE
NUMBER
CIVDS2016393
TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS: Petitioner: Renee
LaNiece Jones filed with this
court for a decree changing
names as follows:
Jaelani Ariel Jones to
Jaelani Ariel Scott
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes described above
must file a written objection that includes the reasons
for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should
not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without
a hearing.
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Notice of Hearing:
Date: 09/29/20
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Department: S16
The
address
of
the
court is Superior Court of
California,County of San Bernardino, San Bernardino District - Civil Division, 247 West
Third Street, Same as above,
San Bernardino, CA 924150210, San Bernardino
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this
order be published in the SAN
BERNARDINO
COUNTY
SENTINEL in San Bernardino
County California, once a week
for four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing of the
petition.
Dated: August 13, 2020
Lynn M. Poncin
Judge of the Superior
Court.
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
8/28/20, 9/4/20, 9/11/20, 9/18/20

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT FILE NO20200007507
The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: EC Tax Firm, 158
W. Foothill Blvd ‘A’, Upland, CA
91786, Mailing Address: P.O. Box
1844, Upland, CA 91785, Ramiro A.
Lupercio, 2520 Euclid Crescent E,
Upland, CA 91784
Business is Conducted By: An
Individual
Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P Code
17913) I am also aware that all information on this statement becomes
Public Record upon filing.
s/ Ramiro A Lupercio
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 8/19/20
I hereby certify that this is a correct copy of the original statement on
file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
1/1/2017
County Clerk, s/ D5511
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino
County Sentinel on 8/28/20, 9/4/20,
9/11/20, 9/18/20

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF: ROBERTO MARTINEZ
VELASQUEZ
CASE
NO.
PROPS
2000591
To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will
or estate, or both of ROBERTO
MARTINEZ VELASQUEZ
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by
MAYRA
ALEJANDRA
VELASQUEZ in the Superior
Court of California, County of
SAN BERNARDINO.
THE PETITION FOR
PROBATE
requests
that
MAYRA
ALEJANDRA
VELASQUEZ be appointed
as personal representative to
administer the estate of the
decedent.
THE PETITION requests
authority to administer the
estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the
personal representative to take
many actions without obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required
to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition
will be held in Dept. No. S-35
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at 1:30 p.m. on OCTOBER
1, 2020 at Superior Court of
California, County of San Bernardino, 247 West Third Street,
San Bernardino, CA 92415,
San Bernardino District.
IF YOU OBJECT to the
granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing
and state your objections or
file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or
by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file
your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the
court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you
of a notice under Section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes
and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE
the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in
the estate, you may file with the
court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition
or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
MICHAEL C. MADDUX,
ESQ.
1894 COMMERCENTER
WEST, SUITE 108
SAN BERNARDINO, CA
92408
Telephone No: (909) 8902350
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
9/04, 9/11 & 9/18, 2020

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF: MARILYN JANE IRVINE
CASE
NO.
PROPS
2000592
To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or
estate, or both of MARILYN
JANE IRVINE aka MARILYN J. IRVINE
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by JASON AARON GREEN in the
Superior Court of California,
County of SAN BERNARDINO.
THE PETITION FOR
PROBATE requests that JASON AARON GREEN be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests
authority to administer the
estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the
personal representative to take
many actions without obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required
to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition
will be held in Dept. No. S-35
at 1:30 p.m. on OCTOBER
1, 2020 at Superior Court of
California, County of San Bernardino, 247 West Third Street,
San Bernardino, CA 92415,
San Bernardino District.
IF YOU OBJECT to the
granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing
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and state your objections or
file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or
by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file
your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the
court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you
of a notice under Section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes
and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE
the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in
the estate, you may file with the
court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition
or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
MICHAEL C. MADDUX,
ESQ.
1894 COMMERCENTER
WEST, SUITE 108
SAN BERNARDINO, CA
92408
Telephone No: (909) 8902350
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
9/04, 9/11 & 9/18, 2020

court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a general personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you
of a notice under Section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes
and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE
the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in
the estate, you may file with the
court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition
or account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for the Petitioner:
MICHAEL C. MADDUX,
ESQ.
1894 COMMERCENTER
WEST, SUITE 108
SAN BERNARDINO, CA
92408
Telephone No: (909) 8902350
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
9/04, 9/11 & 9/18, 2020

treguen esta citación y papeles
legales para presentar una
repuesta por escrito en esta
corte y hacer que se entreque
una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica
no le protegen. Su respuesta
por escrito tiene que estar on
formato legal correcto si desea que procesen su caso en
la corte. Es posible que haya
un formulano que usted puede
usar para su respuesta. Puede
encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas información
en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California (www.
sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o
en la corte que le quede mas
cerca. Si no puede pagar la
cuota de presentación, pida si
secretario de la corta que le
de un formulario de exencion
de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por incumplimiento y la corta le
podrá quitar su sueldo, dinero
y bienes sin mas advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un
abogado inmediatamente. Si
no conace a un abogado, puede
llamar a un servicio de referencia a abogados. Si no peude
pagar a un a un abogado, es
posible que cumpia con los requisitos para obtener servicios
legales gratu de un programa
de servicios legales sin fines
de lucro. Puede encontrar estos
grupos sin fines de lucro en el
sitio web de California Legal
Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov),
o poniendoso en contacto con
la corte o el colegio de abogados locales. AVISO: Por ley, la
corte tiene derecho a reclamar
las cuotas y los costos exentos
gravamen sobre cualquier recuperación da $10,000 o mas
de vaior recibida mediante un
aceurdo o una concesión de
arbitraje en un caso de derecho
civil. Tiene que pagar el gravamen de la corta antes de que la
corta pueda desechar el caso.
The name and address of
the court is: (El nombre y
la direccion de la corte es):
Superior Court of California,
County of San Bernardino,
San Bernardino Civil Division 247 West Third Street,
San Bernardino, CA 92415,
San Bernardino Justice Center.
The name, address and telephone number of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an
attorney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero de telefono
del abogado del contrademandante, o del contrademandante
que no tiene abogado, es):
REA
STELMACH,
Esq.,
(State Bar No. 296671)
SILVERMAN
THEOLOGOU,
LLP
11630 CHAYOTE STREET,
SUITE 3, LOS ANGELES,
CA 90049
213-226-6922
DATE
(Fecha):
AUGUST
2,
2019
Clerk (Secretario), by Melissa Perez, Deputy (Adjunto)
Published in San Bernardino
County Sentinel on 9/4, 9/11,
9/18 & 9/25, 2020

the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on 9/4, 9/11, 9/18
& 9/25, 2020

Fine and Paid, 320 North E Street
STE 306, San Bernardino, CA 92401,
1971 Darby Street, San Bernardino,
CA 92407, Kimmy Wilson LLC, 320
North E Street STE 306, San Bernardino, CA 92401
Business is Conducted By: A
Limited Liability Company
Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P Code
17913) I am also aware that all information on this statement becomes
Public Record upon filing.
s/ Kimberly Wilson
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 8/10/20
I hereby certify that this is a correct copy of the original statement on
file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
07/03/20
County Clerk, s/ D5511
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
9/4/20, 9/11/20, 9/18/20, 9/25/20

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF: WILLIAM L. SWARTZ
CASE
NO.
PROPS
2000605
To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise be interested in the will or
estate, or both of WILLIAM L.
SWARTZ
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by JASON AARON GREEN in the
Superior Court of California,
County of SAN BERNARDINO.
THE PETITION FOR
PROBATE requests that JASON AARON GREEN be appointed as personal representative to administer the estate of
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests
authority to administer the
estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the
personal representative to take
many actions without obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required
to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition
will be held in Dept. No. S-35
at 9:00 a.m. on DECEMBER
23, 2020 at Superior Court of
California, County of San Bernardino, 247 West Third Street,
San Bernardino, CA 92415,
San Bernardino District.
IF YOU OBJECT to the
granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing
and state your objections or
file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or
by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file
your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the

SUMMONS
–
(CITACION
JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER (NUMERO
DEL CASO) CIVDS 1923151
NOTICE
TO
DEFENDANT (AVISO DEMANDADO): JOHN SULLIVAN
YOU ARE BEING SUED
BY PLAINTIFF: (LO ESTA
DEMANDANDO EL CONT R A DE M A N DA N T E):
NAVY
FEDERAL
CREDIT
UNION
NOTICE! You have been
sued. The court may decide
against you without your
being heard unless you respond within 30 days. Read
the
information
below.
You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and
legal papers are served on you
to file a written response at this
court and have a copy served
on the plaintiff. A letter or
phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be
in proper legal form if you want
the court to hear your case.
There may be a court form that
you can use for your response.
You can find these court forms
and more information at the
California Courts Online SelfHelp Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county
law library, or the courthouse
nearest you. If you cannot pay
the filing fee, ask the court
clerk for a fee waiver form.
If you do not file your response on time, you may lose
the case by default, and your
wages, money, and property
may be taken without further
warning from the court.
There are other legal requirements. You may want to call
an attorney right away. If you
do not know an attorney, you
may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot
afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services
from a nonprofit legal services program. You can locate
these nonprofit groups at the
California Legal Services Web
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court
or county bar association.
NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived fees and costs
on any settlement or arbitration
award of $10,000 or more in
a civil case. The court’s lien
must be paid before the court
will dismiss the case. ¡AVISO!
Lo han demandado. Si no responde dentro de 30 dias, la
corte puede decidir en su contra sin escuchar su version. Lea
la informacion a continuacion
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO después de que le en-

FBN 20200007905
The following person is doing
business as: SPONGEE 1513 W
ARROW HWY, #18 UPLAND, CA
91786 EFREN C DY AGUILERA
1513 W ARROW HW SPACE 18
UPLAND, CA 91786
This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL
BY SIGNING BELOW, I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
S/ EFREN C. DY AGUILERA
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 8/28/2020
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
N/A
County Clerk, Deputy l1327
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in

FBN 20200007664
The following person is doing business as: WEB ADA PRO
8215 ROCHESTER AVE SUITE
110 RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA
91730 ATLAS BUYING GROUP,
INC
8215 ROCHESTER AVE
SUITE 110 RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91730
This Business is Conducted By:
A CORPORATION
BY SIGNING BELOW, I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P Code
17913) I am also aware that all information on this statement becomes
Public Record upon filing.
S/ MARC STEINORTH
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on:
I hereby certify that this is a correct copy of the original statement on
file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
N/A
County Clerk, Deputy
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino
County Sentinel on 9/4, 9/11, 9/18 &
9/25, 2020

ORDER
TO
SHOW
CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME CASE NUMBER
CIVDS2017086
TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS: Petitioner MYKEL KYON SCRUGGS filed
with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
MY-KEL
KYON
SCRUGGS to KEL KYON
TAO
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in
this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any,
why the petition for change of
name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the
name changes described above
must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court
days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should
not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the
court may grant the petition
without a hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 010/13/2020
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Department: S-17
The address of the
court is Superior Court of
California,County of San Bernardino, San Bernardino District - Civil Division, 247 West
Third Street, Same as above,
San Bernardino, CA 924150210, San Bernardino
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this
order be published in the SAN
BERNARDINO
COUNTY
SENTINEL in San Bernardino County California, once a
week for four successive weeks
prior to the date set for hearing
of the petition.
Dated: AUGUST 28, 2020
Lynn M. Poncin
Judge of the Superior
Court.
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on
9/04, 9/11, 9/18 & 9/25, 2020.

FICTITIOUS
NAME

BUSINESS

STATEMENT
FILE
NO20200007107
The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Rags of Riches;

FBN 20200008358
The following entity is doing
business as C & SAVE EMPIRE
TRUCKING LLC 15071 VALENCIA AVE FONTANA, CA 92335
C & SAVE EMPIRE TRUCKING
LLC 15071 VALENCIA AVE FONTANA, CA 92335
Mailing Address: 15071 VALENCIA AVE FONTANA, CA
92335
This Business is Conducted By:
A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
BY SIGNING BELOW, I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
S/ CESAR J GONZALEZ
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 09/10/2020
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
SEPTEMBER 8, 2020
County Clerk, Deputy I5199
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on 9/11, 9/18,
9/25 & 10/2, 2020.
FBN 20200007745
The following entity is doing
business as SWIFT FRAMING &
DRYWALL LLC 15071 VALENCIA AVE FONTANA, CA 92335
SWIFT FRAMING & DRYWALL
15071 VALENCIA AVE FONTANA, CA 92335
Mailing Address: 15071 VALENCIA AVE FONTANA, CA
92335
This Business is Conducted By:
A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
BY SIGNING BELOW, I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
S/ OMAR A MARTINEZ
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/26/2020
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
AUGUST 17, 2020
County Clerk, Deputy I1327
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel on 9/11, 9/18,
9/25 & 10/2, 2020.

Page 7
Public Notices
FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS
NAME
STATEMENT
FILE
NO20200007278
The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: AR Wiltshire
Enterprises, 7950 Etiwanda Avenue,
Apt 24101, Rancho Cucamonga, CA
91739, Ann R. Wiltshire, 7950 Etiwanda Avenue, Apt 24101, Rancho
Cucamonga, CA 91739
Business is Conducted By: An
Individual
Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
s/ Ann R. Wiltshire         
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 8/12/20
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
N/A
County Clerk, s/ D5511
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
9/11/20,
9/18/20,
9/25/20,
10/2/20
FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS
NAME
STATEMENT
FILE
NO20200007272
The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Educational Ties,
7317 Rosebay Place, Fontana, CA
92336, Irishia Williams, 7317 Rosebay Place, Fontana, CA 92336
Business is Conducted By: An
Individual
Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
s/ Irishia Williams
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 8/12/20
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
8/6/2020
County Clerk, s/ I1327
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
9/11/20,
9/18/20,
9/25/20,
10/2/20
FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS
NAME
STATEMENT
FILE
NO20200007016
The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: English Beard
Oil, 1680 W Arrow Rte, 162, Upland,
CA 91786, Michael D. English, 1680
W Arrow Rte, 162 Upland, CA 91786
Business is Conducted By: An
Individual
Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
s/ Michael D. English
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 8/6/20
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
7/1/20
County Clerk, s/ H7178
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
9/11/20,
9/18/20,
9/25/20,
10/2/20
FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS
NAME
STATEMENT
FILE
NO20200007532
The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Rock-N-Stilettos,
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10347 Mendicino Rd, Adelanto, CA
92301, Tabitha Y. Webster, 10347
Mendicino Rd, Adelanto, CA 92301
Business is Conducted By: An
Individual
Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
s/ Tabitha Webster
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 8/19/20
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
N/A
County Clerk, s/ D5511
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
9/11/20,
9/18/20,
9/25/20,
10/2/20
FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS
NAME
STATEMENT
FILE
NO20200007933
The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Msperuviandelight, 8471 Greenleaf Lane, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730, Sergio
Hatto, 8471 Greenleaf Lane, Rancho
Cucamonga, CA 91730, Monique
Buffum, 8471 Greenleaf Lane, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Business is Conducted By: A
Married Couple
Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who declares as true information, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.
s/ Sergio Hatto
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 8/31/20
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
8/18/20
County Clerk, s/ D5511
NOTICE- This fictitious business name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
9/11/20,
9/18/20,
9/25/20,
10/2/20

FBN 20200007253
The following person is doing
business as: MI OFICINA INCOME
TAX 8990 SIERRA AVE. SUITE
E FONTANA, CA 92335; JOSE
A. GARCIA 8990 SIERRA AVE.
SUITE E FONTANA, CA 92335
The business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: 11/02/2009
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/ JOSE A. GARCIA, OWNER
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/11/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 08/21/2020,
08/28/2020, 09/04/2020, 09/11/2020
CNBB33202001MT
FBN 20200007251
The following person is doing business as: GARCIA & SON
TRUCKING 17555 CORKILL RD
SPC 53 DESERT HOT SPRINGS,
CA 92241; JOSE A GARCIA 17555
CORKILL RD SPC 53 DESERT
HOT SPRINGS, CA 92241
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The business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/ JOSE A. GARCIA, OWNER
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/11/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 08/21/2020,
08/28/2020, 09/04/2020, 09/11/2020
CNBB33202002IR

Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 08/21/2020,
08/28/2020, 09/04/2020, 09/11/2020
CNBB33202003IR

FBN 20200007249
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF
USE OF FICTICIOUS BUSINESS
NAME
The following person is doing
business as: EL BORREGO RESTAURANT 12345 MOUNTAIN
AVE. SUITE E,F CHINO, CA 91710;
CARLOS A LOPEZ 12345 MOUNTAIN AVE. SUITE E,F CHINO, CA
91710 This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
County on 10/15/2018. Original
File#FBN20180011705
The business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/ CARLOS A LOPEZ, OWNER
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 07/23/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy

FBN 20200007153
The following person is doing
business as: ONTARIOS SMOG
CHECK 5420 W MISSION BLVD.
ONTARIO, CA 91762; EMISSION
WORLD, LLC 1310 S RIVERSIDE
AVE SUITE 3F-#133 RIALTO, CA
92376
The business is conducted by: A
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/
BENJAMIN
LIZAMA,
MANAGING
MEMBER
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/10/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 08/21/2020,
08/28/2020, 09/04/2020, 09/11/2020
CNBB33202004CH
FBN 20200007071
The following person is doing business as: MASTER AUTOMOTIVE TRAINING 9253
ARCHIBALD AVE. RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91730;[ MAILING
ADDRESS 7615 ETIWANDA AVE.
#268 RANCHO CUCAMONGA,
CA 91739-9998]; AUTOMOTIVE
TRAINING SERVICES INC. 7615
ETIWANDA AVE #268 RANCHO

Findings On Investigation Of SB
Mayor from page 4
tions from a clever lawyer who wants a quick
payday. What the mayor
was doing was paying
them [Cisneros and Cervantes] a compliment
and they are making it
into something it isn’t.
Complimenting a woman on her shoes and asking who the designer is
or who made them is not
sexual harassment. That
is the conclusion the investigator has apparently
come to, also. We appreciate that she stated
that, but we disagree
with some of her other
conclusions and are dismayed that this investigation was even carried
out. This is a legal game
to smear the mayor and
get money out of the city,
and now the mayor’s political enemies are using
all of this as a hammer
against him, when they
know the allegations do
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CUCAMONGA, CA 91739
The business is conducted by: A
CORPORATION
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/
OSCAR
GOMEZ,
PRESIDENT
Statement
filed with the County Clerk of San
Bernardino on: 08/07/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 08/21/2020,
08/28/2020, 09/04/2020, 09/11/2020
CNBB33202005CH
FBN 20200007007
The following person is doing business as: RIALTO TEST
ONLY 630 W RIALTO AVE UNIT
B7 RIALTO, CA 92376; CABALLERO SMOG CHECK INC. 630 W
RIALTO AVE UNIT B7 RIALTO,
CA 92376
The business is conducted by: A
CORPORATION
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/
ROGELIO
LIZAMA,
PRESIDENT
Statement
filed with the County Clerk of San
Bernardino on: 08/06/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the

not even measure up to
a minimal standard. The
facts are not there and
will never be there. We
have taken the position
that this will be taken to
trial so that a jury, which
is the conscience of the
community, can decide
if this is objectively
sexual harassment, and
determine if the mayor
complimenting a woman
on her shoes amounts to
sexual harassment.”
Pacheco said, “The
concept and definition
of sexual harassment is
very clear. Sexual harassment is typically
defined by groping and
touching, none of which
happened here. Nobody
was propositioned. No
one was improperly approached. Clearly, what
the mayor did was ask
them to work hard. He
asked them to work past
5 o’clock. He asked them
to attend functions such
as those put on by the
chamber of commerce
or other groups where
those people who run the
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county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 08/21/2020,
08/28/2020, 09/04/2020, 09/11/2020
CNBB33202006CH

FBN 20200007181
The following person is doing
business as: TAQUISAS ALVAREZ
10724 LOCUST AVE HESPERIA,
CA 92345; MARIA E ALVAREZ
GAMEZ 10724 LOCUST AVE HESPERIA, CA 92345
The business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: 07/27/2020
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/ MARIA ALVAREZ, OWNER
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/11/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 09/04/2020,
09/11/2020, 09/18/2020, 09/25/2020
CNBB35202001IR
FBN 20200007883
The following person is doing business as: DARKWING EXPRESS 276 SOLANA ST SAN JACINTO, CA 92582; REGINALD D
MONTGOMERY 276 SOLANA ST
SAN JACINTO, CA 92582
The business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all

city, where members of
the business community, movers and shakers,
other political figures
were going to attend.
Once you are in politics,
your day is just starting
at 5 p.m. When I was
a member of the California Assembly, I was
constantly meeting mayors, all kinds of business
leaders, members of the
chamber of commerce
and other politicians after business hours. There
were as many of those
people in my life as there
are hours in the night. I
would give speeches at
these affairs. That was
my job. That was what
I was supposed to do. I
wasn’t alone. Everyone
I served with in the Assembly did pretty much
the same thing. I went
to every service organization there was, before
city councils, before
chambers of commerce,
before school boards.
My staff often accompanied me to those events.”
Valdivia was simply

Page 8
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information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/
REGINALD
D.
MONTGOMERY,
OWNER
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/27/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 09/04/2020,
09/11/2020, 09/18/2020, 09/25/2020
CNBB35202002IR
FBN 20200007878
The following person is doing business as: ANGEL SKY 1516
WEST 18TH STREET #107 UPLAND, CA 91786; SERGEY HOVHANNISYAN 1516 WEST 8TH
STREET #107 UPLAND, CA 91786
The business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/
SERGEY
HOVHANNISYAN,
OWNER
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/27/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).

rallying his staff to work
with him in promoting
the city as a place to do
business, to help him
lure development to San
Bernardino,
Pacheco
suggested.
“The mayor [Valdivia] wanted to go to those
kind of events,” Pacheco
said. “The city is in a
death spiral. It desperately needs somebody to
pull it out of that death
spiral. That is not a nineto-five job. That is what
all those young people
the mayor brought in to
work for him thought this
was, a nine-to-five job.
Now there is this lawsuit
because they didn’t recognize that in politics,
quitting time isn’t at 5
p.m. The mayor doesn’t
need a lawsuit when he
is trying to accomplish
what needs to be done. If
it weren’t so slanderous,
the whole thing would
be silly. He is married
and has children. He has
thrown himself out there.
He is taking tremendous
abuse. He did not have to

Public Notices
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 09/04/2020,
09/11/2020, 09/18/2020, 09/25/2020
CNBB35202003MT
FBN 20200007880
The following person is doing business as: FONTANA WINDOW TINT 8608 JUNIPER AVE
FONTANA , CA 92335; MARA L
VELASQUEZ GUEVARA 8608 JUNIPER AVE FONTANA, CA 92335;
MARVIN D MARTINEZ BARRIOS
8608 JUNIPER AVE FONTANA,
CA 92335
The business is conducted by: A
MARRIED COUPLE
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/
MARA
L.
VELASQUEZ
GUEVARA,
WIFE
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/27/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 09/04/2020,
09/11/2020, 09/18/2020, 09/25/2020
CNBB35202004MT
FBN 20200007876
The following person is doing
business as: EL BORREGO RESTAURANT 12345 MOUNTAIN
AVE. SUITE E,F CHINO, CA 91710;
JORGE COVARRUBIAS 12345
MOUNTAIN AVE. SUITE E,F
CHINO, CA 91710; MARGARITA
MARINEARENA 12345 MOUNTAIN AVE. SUITE E,F CHINO,
CA 91710
The business is conducted by: A
GENERAL PARTNERSHIP
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
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or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/
JORGE
COVARRUBIAS,
GENRAL
PARTNER
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/27/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 09/04/2020,
09/11/2020, 09/18/2020, 09/25/2020
CNBB35202005IR
FBN 20200007874
The following person is doing
business as: CENTRAL FIRESTONE 11195 S CENTRAL AVE
ST #5 BONTARIO, CA 91762; JSW
INFINITY, INC 11195 S CENTRAL
AVE ST #5 ONATRIO, CA 91762
The business is conducted by: A
CORPORATION
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on: N/A
By signing, I declare that all
information in this statement is true
and correct. A registrant who declares as true information which he
or she knows to be false is guilty of
a crime (B&P Code 179130. I am also
aware that all information on this
statement becomes Public Record
upon filing.
s/ JULIE A ROBERTS, CFO
Statement filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 08/27/2020
I hereby certify that this copy is
a correct copy of the original statement on file in my office San Bernardino County Clerk By:/Deputy
Notice-This fictitious name
statement expires five years from the
date it was filed in the office of the
county clerk. A new fictitious business name statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a fictitious
business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see Section 14400 et
seq., Business and Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino County Sentinel 09/04/2020,
09/11/2020, 09/18/2020, 09/25/2020
CNBB35202006MT

run. That is why a lot of The law recognizes that
other decent people don’t elected officials are inrun for office. They don’t volved not only in runwant this kind of crap ning things in their cathrown at them. Public pacity in elected office
office is not some kind of but that they are involved
glamour thing.”
politically in going out to
With regard to Barbo- encourage their supportza’s substantiation of the ers and other citizens
accusations that Valdivia to get behind various
engaged in improprieties causes political and othand abuses of his author- erwise, to support other
ity as an elected official like-minded candidates.
such as taking gratuities A politician can encourtantamount to bribes, age his employees to
failing to disclose re- support the same causes
ceiving those gratuities, and candidates he supmisappropriation by ac- ports. There is nothing
cepting government re- wrong with that behavior
imbursement for travel by the mayor. It is entireand engagements relat- ly legal. As long as what
ing to obtaining political the employees are doing
donations, and misap- is done voluntarily, there
propriation by seeking is nothing wrong with
to have his mayoral staff them being active poengage in political ac- litically. The people who
tivity, Pacheco said, “It work for elected officials
is entirely legal for an are sometimes given the
elected officeholder to opportunity to engage in
be involved politically. politics. They don’t have
The law and American to do so, but it is up to
society recognize that them.”
elected officials are poliPacheco said that Barticians and are involved boza had overreached.
in the political process. Continued on Page 11
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Courtney from front

page
a masters degree in business management and a
doctorate in business administration and entrepreneurship from Cambridge College.
He is the chief executive officer for PACE
Services Corporation,
where he has been employed since 1986, and

Bird
from front page
to give back to our community by protecting our
children, building our
infrastructure to support
our growing city, and
ensuring that all citizens
can live, work, play and
serve here. By working
with our schools and local and county businesses, we need to prepare
our students for jobs that
we are able to bring here
through partnerships.”
After selecting its
municipal political leadership through at-large
elections for the first
thirty years after its
1988 incorporation, Hesperia in 2018 switched to
district elections. Bird,
who was first elected in
2016 in the city’s last atlarge election and was elevated to the position of
mayor in December 2018
as part of the city’s policy of rotating possession
of the city council’s gavel
among its members, was
reappointed to the mayoral post in December
2019. He is now standing
for election in the city’s
first District 5 balloting.
He is competing with
Hesperia Unified School
District Board Member
Mark Dundon.
He is qualified to remain in the position
of city councilman by
virtue of his acquired
knowledge relating to
the city both while in office and in his other capacities within the community, Bird said.
“Having been blessed
to be able to serve for the
past four years, I have a
good understanding of
what our community is
asking us to do – provide
jobs, build infrastructure (roads, traffic lights,
sewer, recycled water,
street lights, curbs and
gutter), reduce crime,
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an adjunct faculty member with Barstow Community College.
Combined with his fiancée Melonie Reliford,
he has three daughters
and one son, as well as
six grandchildren.
The political team
that has formed around
Courtney said it is seeking his election “to reengage citizens in the
process upon which our

American representative
democracy
depends”
and “to invigorate the
political process in our
city for generations to
come. There should be
no more not voting because you or someone
else gave up. We are
committed to both utilizing time-tested best
practices and harnessing the energy, creativity, skills, and insight

brought to bear by each
individual contributor.
We seek to re-imagine
the political process not
as a separate and distinct
domain of a self-selected
group of people to whom
brief attention is paid every few years and who
believe they are entitled
to the office, but rather
as an ongoing and dynamic conversation by
which we individually

and collectively answer
the most pressing and
fundamental questions
about how to improve
our city through new
ideas and processes.
We are committed to
truth, lifetime learning,
and personal growth.
We believe that manipulating information
to achieve the desired
outcome is a small and
temporary victory, and

ensure quality of living,
and address the homeless concerns that are developing throughout the
valley.”
He is distinguished
from his competitor,
Bird said, by his understanding of how City
Hall functions and what
the city’s residents want
from local government.
“These past four years,
I have served as a council member of our city,
mayor for the past two
years,” he said. “Julie has
been a great First Lady.
We have listened to our
neighbors, our friends,
and citizens about what
they want and need from
their community. We
have worked hard to ensure that we have provided this support over four
years, and we are asking
for another four years to
complete what has been
started.”
The major issues facing the city, Bird said,
is “providing for the infrastructure to support
our current city and the
expansion that the previous council voted for in
the Tapestry Development. My home overlooks Summit Valley.
While I wasn’t a big fan
of the project before my
election and voiced my
concern, I pledged to
mitigate the effects of
the project. Our city will
receive $12 million dollars as soon as the project begins to take care
of the roads and other
needs that will come.
Potentially tens of thousands of dollars will
come through development impact fees over
the length of the development. We will use this
money to make sure our
current citizens are not
taxed or expected to contribute to the development of this project. The
Ranchero Road project,
including a $16 million

bridge over the aqueduct, will be paid with
some of these monies,
as well as money from
other county and transportation sources.”
Bird continued, “As
the homeless concerns
spread from neighboring
communities, we must
work with other local
cities to address the underlying issues for these
people that have moved
into our area by supporting local valley efforts
to focus on drug/alcohol
rehabilitation and mental
illness. While we want
to give these folks a hand
up, we must also protect
our Hesperia citizens’
safety.”
Additionally,
Bird
said, “We need more
jobs here in our city so
that our citizens do not
have to continue driving down the hill, and so
our children will want to
stay here or come back
here after furthering
their education.”
Economic development and wise expenditure of the financial
resources the city has
are important functions
that have to be overseen
at City Hall, Bird said.
“We need to expand our
revenue sources through
attraction of new businesses that can provide a
steady stream to ensure
support of our infrastructure needs and our
safety agencies,” he said.
Hesperia’s
current
population has eclipsed
95,000 and will soon
pass 100,000. As such,
Bird said, the city will
need to feature a hospital
within its city limits to
provide its residents with
medical care.
“We are opening up a
new Kaiser Medical Facility,” Bird said. “The
plan is to eventually expand up to and including a hospital. Hesperia
needs to have a hospital.

I am working toward the
expansion of local hospital systems to support
Hesperia, as well.”
Bird
sequentially
spoke to how those issues should be redressed.
“In terms of infrastructure,” he said, “we
already have a master plan for our city for
roads, wastewater, sewer, and safety. We hold
workshops each year to
discuss current needs
and areas our citizens are
requesting we address.
We have on our website
reporting avenues for us
to address potholes and
other immediate safety
issues.”
To deal with the homeless challenge, Bird said,
“We must work with
neighboring cities to address underlying issues
of our homeless, connect
them to family if possible, and provide treatment, medical, health
and other. We should ensure our citizens are not
placed in danger.”
Pertaining to jobs
and employment, the
mayor said, “Before COVID, we were ready to
announce some major
revenue-producing opportunities that provided
local jobs. We are working with our local school
district to train our students in a variety of
fields to address shortages locally and to attract
businesses with a ready
job pool. By addressing
key sewer, water, roads,
safety issues, labor pool,
and lower start-up costs,
we will create an environment that is attractive
to businesses.”
On the subject of safety in the City of Progress,
Bird offered, “We should
continue to attract revenue-producing businesses and secure federal,
state, and county grants
to support our contracted agencies to continue

to bring crime down and D.C. City council is the
ensure rapid response to only political office I
fire and medical needs.” have held, but I have led
With regard to medi- schools as principal at
cal issues, Bird said it is the elementary, middle
his intention to “help our school, and high school
current medical facilities level. I have been diwith reducing the ‘red rector at the district oftape’ and bureaucracy fice level as well. I have
that gets in the way of served as an elder in my
church. I have been the
expansion.”
Hesperia can defray president of Kiwanis.”
Bird said, “I have
the cost of the solutions
he is suggesting, Bird lived in Hesperia for
said, through sensible 30 years and worked in
growth. “By attracting Hesperia for 33 years. I
new businesses and rev- was born at St. Mary’s
enue sources to our area, Hospital and lived in
we can pay for infra- Apple Valley until I was
structure, safety, medi- ten. I moved back at 25
cal, address the homeless to teach in Hesperia and
situation, and help create lived there for 3 years unnew jobs,” he said. “We til marrying my wife in
are on our way to doing 1990 and moving to Hesjust that after being side- peria. My grandfather
was a pastor in Hesperia
tracked due to COVID.
“We can apply for and from 1970 until 1990.
secure federal, state and My dad taught at Heslocal grants and money peria Junior High from
1966 until 1971. I went to
sources,” he continued.
He and the council of Burroughs High School
which he is a part are fis- in Ridgecrest where my
cal conservatives, Bird parents were teachers.
I have been principal of
insisted.
“We are the only city Sultana High School for
without a new tax pro- over ten years.”
Bird graduated with a
posal on the ballot,” he
said in reference to the bachelor of arts degree in
High Desert’s cities. “We history/political science
took a 10 percent cut to at Point Loma College in
staff pay and city coun- San Diego. He received
cil stipends. We have his masters degree in
the best financial books teaching and learning
of any city in the valley. at Point Loma Nazarene
Fiscal solvency and add- University.
Bird and his wife, Juing new revenue sources
will ensure addressing lie, have been married
for 30 years. Julie has
all areas of focus.”
Bird said he had ex- been a teacher for over
perience relating to gov- 30 years in the Hespeernment beyond his stint ria Unified School District. She attended Point
on the city council.
“I worked in Wash- Loma and received her
ington D.C. as an intern bachelor of arts degree
and then in other posi- in elementary education
tions for 1½ years after and her masters degree
college,” he said. “I also in teaching and learning.
“We have three chilworked on the Naval
Base in China Lake in dren – Lainie, Cassie,
various responsibilities and Wesley,” Bird said.
during summers when “All three graduated
in college and then for from Sultana and attendalmost a year after my ed school Kindergarten
time in Washington, Continued on Page 10

instead view measurable outcomes as ‘in
progress’ rather than a
fixed and predetermined
measure. Through this
lens, we, therefore, view
‘mistakes’ as opportunities for deeper knowledge and awareness and
proactively reject pigeonholing and the ‘naysayers’ who seek to undermine us.”
-M.G.
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Upland Council Holds Off On Issuance Of Pension Obligation Bonds As A Debt Cure

By Mark Gutglueck
The City of Upland
this week backed away,
at least for the time being, from the prospect of
issuing pension obligation bonds.
Based upon a sale job
by financial advisor Suzanne Harrell, Upland
city staff and the city
council in recent weeks
have given consideration
to deferring until well
into the future the increasingly hefty burden
of the City of Upland’s
pension debt.
In the 2001/2002
timeframe, Upland’s political leadership voted

to substantially increase
the pension benefits
of its employees after
prognosticators predicted that the California
Public Employees Retirement System’s investment pool would
function magnificently
on a consistent basis going into the future. The
State of California, cities
and other governmental
entities participating in
that system continually
endow it with contributions on behalf of their
employees. The system,
based on the input from
its financial advisors,
places that money into

a host of diversified financial instruments, including stocks, bonds,
treasury notes and real
estate. The constant influx of money from its
agency contributors and
the returns on those investments supply the
California Public Employees Retirement System with a never-ending
revenue stream to provide those governmental
retirees involved in the
system with their pensions.
A presumption in the
California Public Employees Retirement System’s charter is that the

investment pool will experience on a yearly basis a 7.5 percent return or
greater on those investments. When the 7.5 percent return is achieved
and the payments from
the governmental entities that employ or
employed the system’s
participants continue to
flow in, the system is
self-sufficient and selfsustaining. When the 7.5
percent earning goal is
not reached, those governmental entities must
increase their contributions into the system.
With the massive downturn in the U.S. economy

that began in 2007 and
the six straight years of
sluggishness that ensued,
known in some circles as
“The Great Recession,”
the California Public
Employees Retirement
System’s investment returns diminished, igniting a public pension crisis in California that has
continued ever since, as
the individual governmental entities saw their
pension debt, referred to
as an “unfunded pension
liability,” mount.
In Upland, the pension debt crisis was exacerbated by the action
of John Pomierski, who

Bird In Second
Hesperia City
Council Election
Effort from page 9

graduated from Point
Loma Nazarene University. Lainie graduated
from UCLA Law. Wesley is in his senior year
as a business student at
Point Loma. Lainie is an
attorney and Cassie is a

nurse.”
Bird said, “I love
my city and have been
blessed to have received
such an outpouring of
support for over thirty years. I love being
there for business open-

ings and supporting our
community at different
events, including Eagle
Scout ceremonies and
being the officiant to
marry former students.
Julie and I are invested
in Hesperia. We want to

see it continue to be the
wonderful community
that it is. As different organizations that do not
represent the values of
our city try to gain access, we will continue
to stand at the ready to

protect our citizens and
community.”
-M.G.

Paget and Williams have
built a rapport. Indeed,
a father-son relationship
between the 81-year-old
Paget and the 58-yearold Williams appears to
have evolved.
With Williams felled

guiding him through the
proceedings. Immediately upon gaveling the
meeting to adjournment,
Paget departed at once
to the hospital to ensure
that Williams was able
to make it through the
night.
While any brush with
death is unwelcome,
Williams’ ordeal comes
at a particularly inauspicious time, with the
November election approaching. Williams is
locked in a race against
Sandra Queen Noble,
a politician and mayoral hopeful of national
note. Noble ran unsuccessfully for Cincinnati
mayor three times, including in 2005, when
she received 121 votes.
She ran for Congress
representing Washington, D.C., in 2010, chal-

lenging Congresswoman
Eleanor Holmes Norton,
receiving 785 votes. Noble was a candidate for
U.S. president in 2004,
2008 and 2012. She was
a candidate for mayor

Ed Paget
by his current health issue, he found himself
under the care of Paget,
who a decade previously,
had been his political rival.
So serious, apparently, is Williams’ condi-

tion that Paget has found
himself engrossed in
seeking to keep his onetime opponent alive. An
indication of that came
this week after Paget
was obliged to leave
Williams’ bedside at the
hospital to attend the city
council meeting. As the
vice mayor, Paget officiated over the meeting in
Williams’ place. But because the lion’s share of
his waking hours for the
previous days had been
spent in looking after the
wan and fading Mayor
Williams, Paget did not
have time to familiarize
himself with the agenda
for the meeting. Indeed,
so distracted was Paget,
that he was dependent
upon City Manager
Rick Daniels prompting
him with regard to the
agenda’s contents and

two, she has stated she is
an “innate law enforcement officer,” and that
she holds a “Jim Crow
Education K-12 Ph.D.”
She further describes
herself as a political
rapper. She has been
employed as a fashion
designer and special
education assistant. She
once filed a $994 trillion lawsuit against the
“Stolen United States of
America,” as she termed
it in court papers.
Because Noble is Williams’ only competitor
in the mayor’s race, it
appears that her run in
Needles may offer her
the best chance at success in her long quest to
achieve elected office in
the many locales she has
resided throughout the
country.
-Mark Gutglueck

ing counted as no votes.
In running the numbers,
the regional director kept
a count and backed up
what Prince said. Washington stated she would
take that information under submission, but did
not reverse the decision
to deny Camacho the
endorsement. As a consequence, the Democrats
are making no endorsement in the race, which
involves the Republican Palmer competing
against Democrats Robertson and Camacho.
This circumstance is
one that is detrimental

to the Democratic Party,
some party members
maintain.
In Rialto, a majority
of the city’s 48,181 voters – 25,434 or 52.8 percent – are Democrats,
while registered Republicans in Rialto number
7,660 or 15.9 percent.
Though those numbers
would seem to lock the
Republican Palmer out
of any realistic chance of
winning in November,
with the far greater voter
turnout that Republicans
normally muster, the
concern is that the poorer
Democratic voter turn-

out combined with no
clear distinction between
the two Democrats in
the race could result in
the Democratic vote being split somewhere very
near the middle, boosting the chances that
Palmer could prevail.
Moreover, some Democrats say, Washington
was showing partiality
in favor of Robertson.
Scoring uncast votes
against a candidate is
an invalid vote counting
procedure per the committee’s bylaws, they say.
Strong feeling in the
local Democratic Party

about this circumstance
has combined with concern over Washington’s
refusal to adhere to the
local party’s bylaws, the
Sentinel has learned, to
induce central committee member Ruth Musser-Lopez to seek from
the California Democratic Party’s statewide
leadership a review
of the matter. MusserLopez’s hope is that the
state party leaders will
impose some discipline
on the county party, and
reverse
Washington’s
ruling that Camacho is
to be denied the endorse-

to the 12th grade in Hesperia. Lainie and Cassie

Needles Mayor
Hospitalized
from page 5
smallest city populationwise at less than 5,000
residents,
challenged
Williams for the mayor’s
post, besting the incumbent 634 votes or 56.76
percent to Williams’
483 votes or 43.24 percent. In 2012 and 2014,
Paget was unopposed
in his mayoral electoral
bids. In 2014, Williams
reentered Needles politics, successfully running for city council. In
2016, Paget was again
unopposed in running
for mayor. In 2018, Williams ran for mayor and
Paget opted to instead
run for city council.
As elected official
colleagues, since 2014,

Democratic Rialto
Mayoral Endorsement Controversy
from page 5
battled West Valley Water District Board Member Channing Hawkins.
A vote was taken, and
it was announced that
Camacho had received
less than 60 percent of
the votes cast. Subsequently, however, it was
asserted by committee
member Tim Prince that
those abstaining or not
casting a vote were be-

Sandra Queen Noble
in Springfield, Missouri
at one time, and ran for
mayor in Las Vegas and
Los Angeles, as well as
for a position on the Los
Angeles City Council.
Noble is the founder of
the H.E.R.O.S.H.E.R.O.
Party. The mother of

was mayor for more than
a decade, from December 2000 until March
2011, at which point he
was indicted by a federal
grand jury on political
corruption charges, including bribetaking, for
which he was eventually
convicted and imprisoned. To keep a lid on his
depredations, Pomierski
arranged to buy the silence of the handful of
city employees who recognized what he was up
to and the larger circle of
city employees who had
suspicions by increasing

Continued on Page 11

ment.
“I want the party’s
compliance review board
to look at the numbers
and determine whether
Lupe actually received
60 percent of the vote
when the abstentions are
not figured into the tally,” Musser-Lopez said.
Whether that will
come about or whether
action to ensure that one
of the Democrats competing against Palmer
will enjoy an advantage
going into November is
yet to be determined
-Mark Gutglueck

Friday, September 11, 2020
Mayor Is Being
Unfairly Maligned,
His Lawyer Insists
from page 8
“Barboza was hired
as the result of the government claims,” Pacheco said. “She wasn’t
hired to come in and do
a smear job. In my first
encounter with her, in a
letter to the city attorney, I asked, ‘What is the
scope of your investigation?’ Ms. Barboza lied
to me about a number
of things. First, she told
me the investigation was
related only to the governmental claims. Later,
she told me her purpose
was to investigate anything and everything.
That is not proper. She
is using tax dollars to
investigate anything and
everything. What the
hell is that? That is what
she did. I have concerns
overall about this stuff
she is dredging up, which
is not accurate, and it is
not proper for her to have
gotten into this type of
investigation, which is a
mix of political and offi-

Upland City Council Ruminates
Taking On Debt
Through Bonds To
Stem Pension Obligations
from page 10
their salaries and benefits. Doing so without
making it obvious that a
cabal of city employees,
including members of
the police department,
were in on the graft entailed increasing the
salary and benefits for
virtually all of the city’s
employees,
including
fattening their pensions.
As a consequence, as of
June 30, 2012, the City of
Upland’s unfunded pension liability, calculated
on an actuarial basis, had
reached $88,994,066. It
steadily grew thereafter,
reaching
$99,976,917
as of June 30, 2018,
and then climbing ever
more steeply thereafter, hitting $112,039,675
as of June 30, 2019 and
$120,920,721 as of June
30, 2020.
With the California
Public Employees Retirement System’s investment performance
still failing to reach the
7.5 percent goal, as in
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cial issues.”
Pacheco
compared
Valdivia’s efforts to support Figueroa and Richard in their reelection
efforts earlier this year
and seeking to have his
staff join in to President
Donald Trump, joined by
his entourage, engaging
in stump speeches while
he yet holds the position of president. “There
is nothing illegal about
that,” Pacheco said. “The
fact that people are trying to find things and exaggerate things that are
not illegal is an indication that what this is all
about is the mayor having made the mistake of
hiring a bunch of young
people who do not want
to work hard and get paid
for doing as little as possible.”
Pacheco said the city
had seriously overpaid
Barboza for poorly executing a job that need not
have been undertaken in
the first place.
“The city could have
used that $68,000 to hire
another police officer instead of an investigator

to dig up goofy stuff,”
he said. “It was apparent to me from my first
conversation with her,
she [Barboza] was trying to do as extensive
of an investigation as
she could, a hit piece on
the mayor, but she was
completely unsuccessful
in gathering any worthwhile information. The
claimants did not talk
to her. The claimants’
lawyer says he had all of
this damning evidence
but he does not provide
it. I don’t know how she
could go forward on this
investigation, and I cannot comprehend how she
could charge $68,000 to
talk to a few clerks and
secretaries, and read the
claims and a few newspaper articles and use
that to justify what the
city was charged for
that. The city didn’t need
her to read something
that everyone could read
themselves. And the city
isn’t just paying her on
this. It is also paying
another downtown Los
Angeles lawyer to supervise her. What she

did was read the claims
and she wrote a report
about what she read, essentially a book report.
We spent, as taxpayers,
$68,000 for a book report. They have an investigation that relies on
anonymous sources. It is
a blame piece. What the
mayor did wrong was he
agreed to let the city hire
some people who were
unfit for the job they
were to do in his office.
We are not going to settle this case. We will let
a jury decide. We will let
the jury hear them say,
‘The mayor was tough
on me and he made me
work hard.’”
Pacheco lambasted
the city council for allowing Barboza’s investigation to proceed.
“The city needs help,”
Pacheco said. “The mayor is being attacked by
the other elected officials.
What are they doing to
fix the city? The city
looks like a bombed-out
mess. It looks like Syria,
for God’s sake. What are
the other elected officials
doing to bring in busi-

nesses? What are they
doing to make the city
safe? Why aren’t they
doing anything? One
city council after another has been elected in
San Bernardino and they
have failed to get anything done in the city.
This is important to me,
because San Bernardino
is my hometown.”
Councilman Henry
Nickel told the Sentinel, “The report is completed. There has been
discussion about what it
might contain for some
time. We spent thousands of dollars on a report through which we
didn’t learn too much
more than what we already knew. Ms. Barboza made clear she was
unable to interview the
litigants, and that she
was relying on secondhand and press accounts
and the statements given
in the claims made primarily by the litigants.
Ms. Barboza made statements about whether
some of the accusations
were substantiated or
unsubstantiated.
But

that, at this point, has
no legal bearing. Noting
in the report will mean
anything. It is just her
professional opinion as
to whether those allegations in the claims may
be factual, can be substantiated or may not be
substantiated. Some of
the things which she now
says are unsubstantiated
may in fact be substantiated because at this point
we have not begun the
process of discovery and
interviews and depositions.”
Without outright saying the city had squandered $68,000 on having
Barboza undertake the
investigation and complete the report, Nickel
essentially opined that
the report did not advance the city toward a
resolution of the mayoral
crisis and, accordingly, it
accomplished nothing.
“The best we can do
at present is speculate
at the validity of the
claims based on the limited information that Ms.
Barboza was privy to,”
Nickel said.

the case of achieving
4.7 percent in fiscal year
2019-20, not only is Upland’s unfunded pension
liability escalating, but
the amount of money
being diverted from the
city’s general fund to
simply stay current on
its pension obligations is
increasing as well. This
year, fiscal 2020-21, $9.1
million of the city’s $43.6
million general fund is
being devoted to making
payments to the California Public Employees Retirement System.
Next year, 2021-22, that
payment is anticipated to
jump to $9.6 million
Thus, despite its
midrange population at
78,000, Upland has a
pension fund deficit rivaling cities twice its
size. And because it is
not a huge municipality,
Upland does not have a
current or likely future
revenue stream capable
of matching that growing debt and simultaneously funding service
operations at full capacity. As a consequence,
over the next decadeand-a-half, Upland residents are likely to see
their municipal service
levels diminish.
Taking stock of the
consideration that in recent years the cities of

Ontario, La Verne, Baldwin Park and Carson
have availed themselves
of the long-term financing strategy of issuing
pension obligation bonds
to reduce the amount of
money being paid annually to the California
Public Employees Retirement System, Upland
city officials conferred
with Suzanne Harrell of
the firm Harrell & Company, a municipal financial advisor, with regard
to potentially issuing
pension obligation bonds
of its own. According to
Harrell, Upland should
be able to reduce its annual pension costs and in
time reduce its unfunded
pension liability through
a strategy by which the
proceeds from the issuance and sale of the
pension obligation bonds
will then be invested in
higher yielding securities that will bring in
a rate of return greater
than the interest to be
paid on the bonds.
That strategy involves
a gamble that the stocks
and other securities that
Upland will invest the
proceeds of the pension
obligation bonds in will
perform well and provide the investment returns hoped for.
On Thursday, Sep-

tember 10, the Upland
City Council held at the
3 p.m. hour a speciallycalled
meeting/workshop to consider the
potential of the city issuing pension obligation
bonds.
Previewing the bondissuing option was Assistant City Manager
Stephen Parker. After a
brief overview, Parker
deferred all of the heavy
lifting to Harrell, who
had already delivered to
the city through her firm,
Harrell & Company, a
26-page boilerplate report on pension obligation bonds.
Harrell’s
report
states that the California League of Cities
has identified pension
obligation bonds as “an
approach to address unfunded pension liabilities.” Harrell further related that the “city may
issue pension obligation
bonds at lower interest
rates to pay off the unfunded actuarial liability.” This can be done, she
said, by “refinanc[ing]
7% payments at a lower
fixed rate of 3.3%, including the cost of issuance” and the “savings
realized can add to reserves and/or be used for
other city priorities.”
Harrell sought to blunt

criticism of the use of since the unfunded actupension obligation bonds arial liability is already a
by entities such as the debt. Pension obligation
Howard Jarvis Taxpay- bonds entail a complex
ers Association and the structure, those who find
Government Finance Of- fault with them suggest.
ficers Association. Those Harrell insists that a tranaysayers maintain that ditional structure can
pension obligation bonds be used in formulating
are credit negative. Har- pension bond issuances.
rell countered that pen- Pension obligation bonds
sion obligation debts can are an investment veactually be credit posi- hicle subject to the vicistive by means of a higher situdes of the market, endebt funding ratio. The tailing considerable risk,
critics say that pension the doomsters warn.
obligation bonds extend Harrell characterizes the
the maturity of the fi- bonds not as an investnancing mechanism and ment but rather as a debt
thereby commit the city management tool.
In touting the pension
to a longer debt service
period. That is not nec- obligation bonds, Harrell
essarily so, according to said they had the advanHarrell, who maintains tage of not requiring votthat the maturity of the er approval and their isbonds can be matched suance could be subject
to the existing maturity, to a judicial validation
life or sunset dates of proceeding. There is exthe city’s other debts or isting law pertaining to
investments.
Another debt refunding allowing
disadvantage of pen- pension obligation bonds
sion obligation bonds to be, she said, “treated
is that they do not pro- as refinancing an existvide an opportunity for ing obligation.”
Challenges by the
early prepayment, their
Howard
Jarvis Taxpaydetractors claim. According to Harrell, the ers Association to the
bonds can be refinanced validation process used
after ten years. Pension for the issuance of the
obligation bonds impact bonds by other cities,
the city’s debt capacity, she said, are “unlikely to
those advising against prevail.”
their use say. That does
not matter, Harrell says, Continued on Page 12
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Grace Bernal’s

California Style

Trousing
healthy to separate work
from home. So, when
you’re not in the mood
for jeans, get your trousers on, especially with a
high waist and masculine
feel, and change up your
wardrobe. Trousers are

Yes, California is
a casual place, but we
love the dress up look.
It’s brilliant how we can
pull it off, too. The casual scene is really cute
on the West Coast, and
lately it is perfect for the
stay-at-home lifestyle.

But breaking away into a
new trend can really add
meaning to where our
future is headed. We all
want to head to the office
or school and see our
coworkers, and friends.
Psychologically,
it’s

Advisor Has Potential Profit At Stake
In Sale Of Pension
Bonds from page 11
Harrell said her “recommendation is to adopt
a pension liability funding policy to address further unfunded actuarial
liabilities.”
At Thursday’s meeting, mayoral candidate
Lois
Sicking-Dieter,
treasurer-candidate Greg
Bradley and Third District council candidate
Carlos Garcia cautioned
the city against blindly
utilizing the pension debt
bond issuing solution to
overcome the financial
challenges brought on
by the current funding
demands of the pension
system it is funding.
Garcia said the council should not rush into
such an arrangement. “I
want to make sure you
really take some time
to think about the bond
measure being discussed
today,” Garcia said. Referencing the upcoming
election, Garcia said,
“We have, potentially
new council members.
They should be part of
this discussion.”

Bradley sounded a
similar theme, and expanded it. “I’m here to
speak against the pension obligation bond
at this time, before the
election,” Bradley said.
“Upland has experienced
financial troubles for a
decade, as city leaders
have mismanaged city
finances and dismantled
institutional systems and
procedures intended to
foster transparency. The
actual truth is we have
no idea what our city
might look like in just a
few months. This is not
the time to make large
changes to obligations
or commitments. A pension obligation bond to
cover the unfunded accrued liability may be
something to consider
after the new council is
seated. We will have a
better idea of the investment environment at that
point. If elected, I would
insist that we have a plan
to stop adding new debt
before we consider a
bond to push off old debt.
You can’t get out of debt
while you’re adding new
debt,” he said.
Sicking-Dieter
told
the council the city
should consider a “robust” program to retire

the city’s pension liability. “I recommend the
city council vote down
the use of pension obligation bonds,” she said,
“and at the very least
place this discussion on
hold until we have a full
city council, a seated city
treasurer, potentially a
new mayor and a new
city attorney.”
Sicking-Dieter then
read as extensively as
she could in the speaking
time she was permitted a
warning to governmental entities from the Government Finance Officers Association. In that
caveat, the association,
said it “recommends that
state and local governments do not issue pension obligation bonds for
the following reasons:
The invested pension
obligation bonds’ proceeds might fail to earn
more than the interest
rate owed over the term
of the bonds, leading to
increased overall liabilities for the government.
Pension obligation bonds
are complex instruments
that carry considerable
risk. Pension obligation
bonds structures may
incorporate the use of
guaranteed investment
contracts, swaps, or de-

“I grow old … I grow
old … I shall wear the
bottoms of my trousers
rolled.” -T. S. Eliot

chic, fun, and add a spin
to autumn. I truly enjoy
seeing people bringing
out the best of fashion
during these times. We
have to keep shifting and
dressing up for what we

want. Dressing for the
part will lead us to the
places we want to go.
You can definitely add a
dress-up or dress-down
top to a trouser. Adding
a pair of loafers will replace the sneaker look,
and with a trouser you
can look prep and chic
altogether. Enjoy trousing and keep staying
safe.

rivatives, which must
be intensively scrutinized as these embedded products can introduce counterparty risk,
credit risk and interest
rate risk. Issuing taxable
debt to fund the pension
liability increases the jurisdiction’s bonded debt
burden and potentially
uses up debt capacity
that could be used for
other purposes In addition, taxable debt is typically issued without call
options or with ‘makewhole’ calls, which can
make it more difficult
and costly to refund or
restructure than traditional tax-exempt debt.
Pension obligation bonds
are frequently structured
in a manner that defers
the principal payments
or extends repayment
over a period longer than
the actuarial amortization period, thereby increasing the sponsor’s
overall costs. Rating
agencies may not view
the proposed issuance
of pension obligation
bonds as credit positive,
particularly if the issuance is not part of a more
comprehensive plan to
address pension funding
shortfalls.”
With Mayor Debbie

Stone seeking reelection
and Councilman Bill
Velto challenging Stone
for the mayor’s position,
the council came across
as reluctant to embrace
the pension bond issuance solution, given the
way in which it might
be played in the election
campaign.
One problem of perception the council
faced was the belief in
some circles that Harrell
stands to realize something beyond what she
is being paid for her basic advice as an advisor
if the city elects to issue
the bonds, such as being
party to an arrangement
by which she obtains a
commission on the issuance.
When the question
of whether that was the
case was broached during the council discussion, it appeared as if
City Manager Rosemary
Hoerning was seeking to
deflect the issue, indicating that so far, at least,
Harrell was working on
behalf of the city “out
of the goodness of her
heart.”
The council came
across as skeptical about
that, at which point an
admission was made that

if the city pursued the
bond issuance strategy,
Harrell stood to profit in
some fashion. With that
squarely in the open, the
council grew tentative,
as if its members individually or collectively
were put off by the potential that the citizenry
might conclude that they
were depending upon
direction from someone
who had a conflict of interest with regard to the
outcome that might emanate from the advice given. A consensus formed
to have city staff delve
further into the option
and provide the council
with fuller information
before any issuance of
the bonds is made.
Conservative financial advisors are less
than enthusiastic about
pension
obligation
bonds, pointing out that
they are intended to fund
the unfunded public pension debt by creating further debt. This has been
likened to paying off
the money owed on one
credit card with another
credit card.
-Mark Gutglueck

