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December Council Realignment Reverberations Still Echoing In Victorville

By Ruth Cordova and
Mark Gutglueck

The precipitate
change in alliance on the
Victorville City Council
that took place in De-
cember continues to res-
onate in the High Des-
ert’s most populous city,
as the looming Novem-
ber election moves ever
closer. Yet to play out is
whether the two once-
warring politicians who
made an accommoda-
tion with each other six

Gloria Garcia

months ago will benefit
from that shift enough to
achieve reelection when
they must again be eval-

uated by the voters in
the fall. Whether one or
both of them will pay the
ultimate political price
for having closed a deal
with the other after they
had been savaging one
another for nearly three
years won’t be known
until the election results
are in.

In the meantime, a
fair number of those
who had formerly grown
to become solid Mayor
Gloria Garcia supporters

Blanca Gomez

primarily because she
represented the political
bulwark against Coun-
cilwoman Blanca Gomez

are disillusioned, con-
vinced that Garcia sold
her soul and credibility
as a public persona in a
crass deal to retain her
title as mayor.

In 2016 Blanca Go-
mez burst onto the San
Bernardino County and
Victorville political
stage with a come-from-
behind victory over Lio-
nel Dew in the Victor-
ville City Council race.
At the time, what seemed
the most no- See P2

In San Bernardino County, Newport Beach’s Duffield Lionized & Demonized

In a remarkable coin-
cidence, Newport Beach
Councilman  Marshall
“Dufty” Duffield this
week found himself at
the center of attention
in two San Bernardino
County communities.

In one of those cases,
Duffield was hailed as a
prince among men pro-
moting an innovation
seen as a significant so-
lution to the persistent

problem of homelessness
overwhelming eleven of
the county’s 24 incor-
porated cities and towns
and one of its unincorpo-
rated communities.

In the other instance,
Duffield found himself
under attack as someone
who had successfully
manipulated the already
highly compromised ap-
proval process for the es-
tablishment of cannabis-

Town Of Yucca Valley: Don’t List
Joshua Trees As Endangered

The Yucca Valley
Town Council last week
went on record as be-
ing opposed to the State
of California’s proposal
that the state’s western
Joshua trees be provid-
ed with with protection
from uprooting and de-
struction.

On April 13, the Cali-
fornia Department of
Fish and Wildlife, in re-
action to an assertion by
the Center For Biological

Diversity that the desert-
specific yucca brevifo-
lia, as the Joshua tree is
known scientifically, has
been brought closer to
extinction by develop-
ment, climate change,
drought and increasing
numbers of wildfires,
recommended that its
board of commissioners
take action to list it as an
endangered species.

The trees have been
afforded some See P 3

based enterprises, and
was functioning within
an atmosphere where
the provision of bribes
across what is now a
second generation of the
City of Adelanto’s elect-
ed officials has become
an open and accepted
practice, even if he was
not himself directly in-
volved in provable in-
stances of public graft.
The circumstance in

which Duffield, a politi-
cian from Orange Coun-
ty, is being on one hand
lionized and on the other
demonized in San Ber-
nardino County made
for a bemusing and note-
worthy spectacle.

This week’s events put
the spotlight on the “Safe
Hut,” one of Duffield’s
inventions touted as a
comparatively inexpen-
sive first step in shelter-

ing homeless individuals
during the early “transi-
tional” phase where as-
sessment of each home-
less individual eligible
for assistance is made
and “wrap-around” care
can begin prior to those
being assisted receiving
further help intended to
get them off the streets
and provide them with
an opportunity to be
housed perma- See P5

Environmental Protection Agency Loans IEUA
$196M For H,O Treatment Capacity Expansion

The United States
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency yesterday
announced it is giving a
$196 million Water In-
frastructure Finance and
Innovation Act loan to
the Chino-based Inland
Empire Utilities Agency.
The loan is to be used to
assist in financing ex-
panded wastewater treat-
ment capacity in the face
of explosive population
growth on the west side

of the county.

The Inland Empire
Utilities Agency oper-
ates regional water recy-
cling facilities, including
sewer plants and desalt-
ers, at its primary corpo-
rate grounds, located at
6063 Kimball Ave.

The federal loan will
be used to expand the
operations and capac-
ity of the agency’s Re-
gional Water Recycling
Plant No. 5 (RP-5). The

project will increase the
plant’s liquids treatment
capacity by 50 percent
over its current capabil-
ity and construct a new
solids handling facility.
The liquids treatment ca-
pacity of RP-5 will be go
from 15 million gallons
per day to 22.5 million
gallons per day to sup-
port expected service
area growth. The new
solids handling facility
replaces the ex- gee P 10

Robert Shuey, Catalyst In Davis Shooting, Arrested Again In Violent Burglary

By Sherry Elshaug and
Mark Gutglueck
Robert Allen Shuey,
the violent career crimi-
nal whose savage attack
on Alex Opmanis in Jan-
uary 2019 precipitated
the July 2019 fatal shoot-
ing of Shuey’s friend
Sammy Davis, was ar-
rested on May 21 for bat-
tery with serious bodily
injury, according to the
San Bernardino County
Sheriff’s Department.
Shuey’s penchant for

methamphetamine use,
drug dealing, theft, and
assault has resulted in
no fewer than 17 crimi-
nal charges having been
filed against him in his
29 years, concluding
so far in convictions on
three felonies and four
misdemeanors. Two felo-
ny assault cases are cur-
rently pending against
him, including that one
stemming from his most
recent arrest.

Last year and earlier

this year, Shuey’s infamy
escalated as his role as a
catalyst in the death of
Davis, 28, last July, came
to light in the aftermath
of Opmanis’s arrest
and the filing of murder
charges against him.

The events which trig-
gered the July 11, 2019
shooting go back more
than six months prior to
that. In January 2019,
Opmanis, then 27, who
had previously made the
acquaintance of Shuey,

now 29, through their
mutual interest in dirt
bike riding, was at the
Dogwood bar in Blue
Jay. Shuey, who lived
not too distant from the
bar, invited Opmanis,
who had been drinking
heavily, to come to his
home. Opmanis at some
point vomited while he
was at Shuey’s house, af-
ter which a fight ensued.
Opmanis was beaten se-
verely and required hos-
pitalization as a result,

losing a portion of his
vision in his left eye. The
doctors treating him con-
sidered it necessary to
insert a plate in his head
because a portion of his
skull had collapsed.
Encouraged by his
family, Opmanis filed a
civil suit against Shuey.
The filing of the suit an-
tagonized Shuey, an avid
motorcyclist and gang
member against whom
the San Bernardino
County District Gee P 3

Elon Musk
Calls For RC
To Ontario
Airport Tunnel

Elon Musk has poten-
tially rendered moot the
yet unresolved differenc-
es between public offi-
cials on San Bernardino
County’s extreme south-
east corner and those
virtually  everywhere
else in the expansive
20,105-square mile juris-
diction with regard to the
mode of future transpor-
tation access to Ontario
International Airport.

Musk, through one of
his corporate holdings,
the Boring Company, is
proposing excavating a
2.8-mile  underground
tunnel linking Rancho
Cucamonga to Ontario
International ~ Airport,
and then using modified
Tesla Model X electric
vehicles to convey pas-
sengers through the tun-
nel at speeds reaching
more than 100 miles per
hour.

Musk, who initially
earned his fortune as a
cofounder of the on-line
money exchange system
PayPal, is the founder
of the Tesla automobile
company and the found-
er of the private sector
space exploration com-
pany SpaceX.

Musk’s brainchild
would serve as the final
span in the transporta-
tion system that is in-
tended to link Los Ange-
les with Ontario Airport.
A significant portion
of that yet-to-fully-
achieved transportation
mode — composed of a
light rail system known
as the Metro Gold Line
— already stretches 24
miles eastward across
Los Angeles County
from Union Station to
Azusa. The Metro Gold
Line Foothill Extension
Construction  Author-
ity Board in Los Ange-
les County has already
committed to and is un-
dertaking the further ex-
tension of that line to Po-
mona, which is very near
Los  Angeles gee P 5
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Shortly After Her
2016 Election,
Victorville Coun-
cilwoman Gomez
Came To Logger-
heads With Her Col-
leagues from front

page

table thing about Go-
mez capturing the third
highest number of votes
in the ten-person con-
test in which three posi-
tions on the council were
up for selection was
that both she and Dew
had outpolled incum-
bent councilman Ryan
McEachron. Two other
incumbents, Garcia and
Jim Cox, had captured
the top two positions
outright.

Not long after Gomez
settled into her posi-
tion on the council, she
found herself crosswise
of her colleagues. The
most obvious distinction
between her and Victor-
ville’s other solons was
that while they identified
themselves as relatively
staid supporters of so-
cially and economically
conservative policies
who concerned them-
selves with the nuts and
bolts of municipal gover-
nance, Gomez used her
perch on the council as
a bully pulpit to espouse
her heartfelt beliefs, vir-
tually all of which fell on
the left side of the politi-
cal spectrum, ones that
went beyond city issues
to matters that were bet-
ter described as within
the purview of state and
national politics.

Less than a month
after she was sworn in
as a Victorville council-
woman, Gomez on De-
cember 30, 2016 showed
up at Rialto City Hall for
a rally put on by Rialto
City Councilman Rafael
Trujillo in support of
Senate Bill 54 and the
sanctuary city concept.
While in attendance
there, Gomez wore a
shirt clearly identifying
herself as a Victorville
official. She enunciated
on numerous occasions
and in numerous venues
her belief that U.S. im-
migration laws were a
racist tool of a racist es-
tablishment, that enforc-
ing such laws were racist
acts, going so far on one
occasion to wear while
at Victorville City Hall a

T-shirt emblazoned with
the phrase “Fuck ICE
[U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement],”
and on another occasion
in the midst of a city
council meeting draping
herself in what appeared
to be a Mexican flag,
which she later said was
in actuality a symbol of
the Virgin of Guadalupe.
She brought further at-
tention to herself by her
involvement in multiple
contretemps in neighbor-
ing Hesperia, including
what some suggested or
insisted was her insen-
sitive effort to video the
body of the late Hespe-
ria Mayor Russ Blewett
during the viewing at a
church prior to his funer-
al in May 2018 and an-
other incident in August
2018 when she allegedly
entered an area off limit
to the public at Hesperia
City Hall while she was
accompanying  Hespe-
ria City Council District
2 candidates Gonzalo
Gurrola and Robert Lu-
cero while they were fil-
ing paperwork relating
to their candidacies.

Within the context
of the Victorville City
Council, Gomez was out
of step with all of her col-
leagues, but most partic-
ularly with Eric Negrete,
who had been elected to
the council two years be-
fore her. Negrete stood
out from the majority of
Latinos in California in
general and most partic-
ularly among those vy-
ing for or holding office
in the Golden State in
that he was not a Demo-
crat embracing what are
commonly described as
liberal or progressive
ideals. Rather, Negrete
identified as a conserva-
tive Republican.

Indeed many saw in
Negrete the embodiment
of the Republican Party’s
Great Brown Hope. The
Democrats have Cali-
fornia locked up, with
a Democratic governor,
Democratic lieuten-
ant governor, Demo-
cratic attorney general,
Democratic  secretary
of state, Democratic in-
surance commissioner,
Democratic  controller,
and Democratic super-
majorities in the State
Senate and Assembly.
Nevertheless, a reversal
of the Democrats’ for-
tunes could be no fur-
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ther down the road than
the emergence of a sin-
gle charismatic Latino
politician affiliated with
the GOP, many political
strategists believe. Were
such a politician to get a
berth within California’s
statehouse, either as a
member of the Assembly
or Senate or both, and
then move into the Gov-
ernor’s Mansion at 1526
H Street in Sacramento
or into Congress and
then the U.S. Senate and
go on to make a mark
on the national stage as
an iconic member of the
Party of Lincoln, he or
she might trailblaze a
path for California’s La-
tinos by the millions to
make their exodus from
the Democratic Party
and into Republicanism.
For some, at least, it was
not too far-fetched to
think that Negrete might
prove to be that politi-
cian.

Negrete evinced very
limited patience with
Gomez’s histrionics.
They clashed repeat-
edly on the council dais
and not infrequently off
the dais. The council
quickly divided into two
camps: the Victorville
establishment of which
Negrete was a member,
along with his fellow
councilmen Jim Cox
and Jim Kennedy and
Mayor Gloria Garcia on
one side and Gomez on
the other. Indeed, some
of the glue that held the
four-member coalition of
the council together had
been the unifying prin-
ciple of maintaining the
line against Gomez.

In July 2018, a recall
effort against Gomez
was initiated.

At its August 21, 2018
meeting, just over 20
months after Gomez had
taken office, the council,
on an item brought forth
by Councilman Ken-
nedy, officially rebuked
Gomez for her behav-
ior, a sanction less seri-
ous than a censure, but
one which registered
the council’s displeasure
with Gomez nonetheless.

In the run-up to the
November 2018 elec-
tion, in which Kennedy
did not seek reelection,
Gomez campaigned en-
ergetically against Ne-
grete, who was defeated.
Replacing Negrete and
Kennedy on the council

in December 2018 were
the two top vote-getters
in the election, Debra
Jones and Rita Ramirez-
Dean.

In December 2018,
the deadline for gather-
ing sufficient signatures
to force the recall against
Gomez elapsed. The re-
call proponents were so
far below gathering the
required 9,880 valid sig-
natures of registered vot-
ers in the city that they
did not bother turning
over the signatures that
they had gathered to the
city clerk. The failure
to remove Gomez from
office strengthened and
emboldened her.

The elevation of Jones
and Ramirez-Dean to the
city council changed the
city’s political complex-
ion somewhat, but did
not undo the tension that
existed on the council.
Jones, a Republican, rep-
resented a continuation
of the partisan political
divide that had grown
out of Kennedy’s, Cox’s
and Negrete’s GOP af-
filiation. Ramirez-Dean,
however, was a Demo-
crat, a member of the
San Bernardino County
Democratic Central
Committee. To a cer-
tain extent, as a result
of Ramirez-Dean’s pres-
ence on the council, Go-
mez found herself a bit
less isolated at City Hall.
Still the same, the poi-
sonous relationship that
had developed between
Gomez and the mayor,
and to a lesser extent
Cox, persisted. In certain
respects, the animosity
between Garcia, whose
duties as mayor required
that she maintain the
order and decorum of
the council meetings,
and Gomez, deepened.
It was rare that a coun-
cil meeting reached ad-
journment without there
having first been a tart
exchange involving the
two women. More often,
there would be a series
of jabs or insults traded
between them. Neither
did Gomez refrain from
occasionally hurling
some form of invective
at Cox, though he usu-
ally restrained himself
from responding in kind.
When the barbs were too
personal, he sometimes
returned fire. In relative-
ly short order, Jones too
found herself on the outs
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with Gomez. There were
occasional catfights be-
tween the two, but those
proved sufficiently rare,
and most of the sparring
between them did not
escalate beyond a few
sharp pokes back and
forth. There was, howev-
er, no mistaking that the
two had grown to loathe
one another.

2019 was drawing to-
ward a close, and with
it nearly three years of
accumulating bad blood
between Gomez and
Garcia. Then on Decem-
ber 3, the council meet-
ing at which the council
officers for the next year
were to be chosen took
place. When the meet-
ing began, Gomez and
Garcia were as antago-
nistic against one an-
other as they had ever
been. When the meeting
ended, a new day had
dawned, and the pre-
sumed alliance involving
Garcia, Cox and Jones
was finished, quite pos-
sibly forever. In its place
was an uneasy and tenu-
ous, yet discernible, po-
litical sorority in which
Ramirez-Dean, Garcia
and Gomez were the pre-
vailing members.

When the Sentinel
asked Cox for an expla-
nation of what had oc-
curred, he said, “I don’t
know what happened.
Gloria and Blanca had
a make-up session or
something. Sudden-
ly there’s a coalition
among the three [Garcia,
Ramirez-Dean and Go-
mez] that’s probably due
to I don’t know what, but
it’s obvious to the people
who attend the council
meetings.”

With regard to Gar-
cia and Gomez, Cox
said, “People are ask-

ing, ‘How could they be
so critical of one another
and now they seem to be
together?””

According to Cox, it
was a “custom and tradi-
tion” in Victorville that
once a member of the
council had sufficient
experience in office to
be able to master parlia-
mentary procedure, he
or she would be rotated
into the mayor’s posi-
tion. Generally, he said,
a person who had been
reelected with the most
votes in the immediate
aftermath of the elec-
tion would be selected to
serve as mayor for two
years running. Another
council member, usually
the one who had been
elected with the most
votes two years hence
would then become the
mayoral replacement.

Cox said there was
some slight deviation
from that practice, such
as when a member of the
council had professional
commitments that might
prevent him or her from
participating in the cer-
emonial duties that fall
to the mayor or such as
when he was elected to
the council for the first
time in 2012, after which
he was immediately ele-
vated to the mayor’s spot.
That exception, he said,
was explicable in that he
had substantial experi-
ence with parliamentary
procedure and the ropes
of government generally
and specifically, having
served as Victorville
city manager for more
than 32 years, including
a 30-year stint between
1969 and his first retire-
ment in 1999, and then
two further years as city
manager from 2009 until

Continued on Page 4
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Nearly Six Months
Before Opmanis
Shot Davis, He Suf-
fered A Near Fatal
Beating By Davis’s
Friend, Shuey from
front page

Attorney’s Office alone
had filed no fewer than
17 criminal charges,
having obtained felony
convictions for burglary,
illegal firecarms posses-
sion and drug dealing, as
well as reduced or mis-
demeanor  convictions
for theft, auto theft, pos-
session of drugs and as-
sault. In addition, Shuey
has a reputation for
fighting with and stab-

bing people. During the
February-to-June 2019
timeframe, Shuey made
repeated threats against
Opmanis and his fam-
ily, on occasion in pub-
lic places and in public
situations. In reaction,
Opmanis obtained a
handgun, a Glock 27 .40
caliber, which he stored
unloaded in a lockbox
below the passenger
side seat of his vehicle,
a black 2000 Mercedes.
He kept the magazine for
the gun separately in the
glove compartment.
OnJuly 11,2019 Shuey
and another avid motor-
cyclist, Shane Codman,
then 28, had ridden their
motorcycles down from

the mountain communi-
ties first to Corona and
then to a “Bike Night”
in Riverside, where they
met up with Sammy Da-
vis around 6 p.m., in the
course of which they
were consuming alcohol.
The three left Riverside
around 8 p.m., riding
their motorcycles to re-
turn to the mountains.
They intended to stop
at Goodwin’s Market in
Crestline to purchase
hamburger and beer be-
fore going to Shuey’s
home in Blue Jay.
Meanwhile, Opma-
nis had gone to Good-
win’s Market, located at
at 24089 Lake Gregory
Drive in Crestline. An

external security camera
at Goodwin’s Market,
operated by Scottsdale,
Arizona-based Clear
Protection Services, Inc.
shows Opmanis driving
into the store’s parking
lot at 8:49 p.m., and an
internal camera also op-
erated by Clear Protec-
tion shows him coming
into the store at 8:52 p.m.,
accompanied by two in-
dividuals, one identified
as Osvaldo Nuno and
another known only as
Johnny. Davis, Shuey
and Codman arrived at
Goodwin’s Market at
9:02 p.m., as recorded by
the store’s external secu-
rity camera, and are seen
coming into the store at

9:04 p.m. While Opma-
nis knew both Shuey and
Codman, he had no pre-
vious encounters with
Davis and did not know
him.

According to an in-
dividual speaking on
behalf of Clear Protec-
tion Services, the video
surveillance system in
place at Goodwin’s Mar-
ket consists of several
cameras, all of which
run continuously and are
not triggered by motion
sensors or any other de-
vices which interrupt the
video surveillance.

The most telling piece
of evidence in the case
involving Opmanis is the
video taken from one of

the store’s external cam-
eras which has the park-
ing space where Opma-
nis’s Mercedes is parked
very close to the center
of its field of perspec-
tive. The store’s other
cameras, while useful in
putting the events of that
evening in a temporal or-
der, do not actually cap-
ture the shooting itself.
At 9:06 p.m., Opma-
nis, Nuno and Johnny
are shown on the inter-
nal and then the exter-
nal cameras leaving the
store. Thereafter, Opma-
nis puts groceries into
his Mercedes. Between
9:08 p.m. and 9:09 p.m.,

Continued on Page 11

State Declaration
That Joshua Tree Is
Endangered Would
Impose Burden-
some Requirements
On Developers

And Land Owners,
Yucca Valley Offi-
cials Maintain from
front page

level of protection with-
in Joshua Tree National
Park, which lies within
San Bernardino County.
However, outside the
park, off-road vehicle
use, cattle grazing, pow-
erlines and pipelines and
large-scale energy proj-
ects are destroying its
habitat. Approximately
40 percent of the western
Joshua tree’s range in
California is on private
land, with only a min-
ute percentage protected
from development. The
Center For Biological
Diversity has projected
that virtually all of this
habitat will be lost with-
out stronger legal protec-
tions for the trees.

“The California En-
dangered Species Act
may be the only hope for
saving these iconic sym-
bols of the Mojave Des-
ert,” said Brendan Cum-
mings of the Center For
Biological Diversity.

A portion of the des-
ert population, includ-
ing those with a degree
power and authority, dis-
agree.

Yucca Valley Town
Manager Shane Stueckle
in a report dated May 14
told the council, “The
California  Fish and
Game Commission has
been petitioned to list the

Joshua tree as a threat-
ened species under the
California Endangered
Species Act. The com-
mission is scheduled to
consider the petition at
[its] meeting of June 24
and 25, 2020.”

Stueckle is among
those who consider the
listing of the tree as an
endangered species to
be an overreaction. He
suggested that the town
council register its op-
position to the listing
being made, and he took
the liberty of composing
a letter for Yucca Valley
Town Mayor Jeff Drozd’s
signature. Stueckle’s re-
quest that the town make
an official objection to
the listing proposal and
authorize the sending of
the letter was taken up
by the town council at its
May 19 meeting.

Monica Zimarik, the
president of the Joshua
Tree Gateway Associa-
tion of Realtors, told the
council, “We are strong-
ly in opposition to this
petition, but we are in
support of the mayor’s
letter. While the beauti-
ful Joshua Tree is our
association’s namesake
and we want to protect
them for many genera-
tions, not at the expense
of homeowner rights and
our future generations’
ability to purchase af-
fordable housing. Joshua
Trees are already pro-
tected. In fact, there’s
over 2.3 million acres
of the Joshua Tree Na-
tional Park in the Mo-
jave Preserve. They are
protected habitats. So,
my question is to you,
‘Who is going to protect

our small community of
home- and landowners?’
This petition would strip
away rights of owners
and give them to an al-
ready-protected species.
This will cause prices to
skyrocket.”

Art Miller said that
the Yucca Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce was
“in strong opposition” to
the petition for protec-
tion, and he warned of
catastrophe if the Joshua
Tree was declared an en-
dangered species, say-
ing, “This is going to
be devastating for this
whole area.”

Councilman Rick
Denison, participating
in the meeting remotely,
said the city’s commit-
ment to “environmental
stewardship” was some-
thing done in coopera-
tion with developers, and
he reasoned that “what
were doing right now
doesn’t include coop-
eration.” He said it was
a “blanket order” for the
entire state of Califor-
nia with no concessions
made for specific areas
such as Yucca Valley.
“Projects would be hin-
dered,” said Denison.
“The costs would be too
much for people to build
within our community.”

Councilman Merl
Abel said, “We all have
a love for our ecosystem
up here,” but he said de-
claring the Joshua tree to
be an endangered spe-
cies was “overreaching
and would really, really
hurt so many people.
This would only add to
the cost of developing
a single-family home.”
He said the city had ad-

equate safeguards for the
tree.

Councilman Jim
Schooler said, “I would
agree we already have
sufficient protections in
place.”

Councilman Rob-
ert Lombardo said the
state’s proposed action
constitutes “overburden-
some regulation. It will
just add extreme burden
to the town for the devel-
opment of the town and
infrastructure  without
any real benefit to the
Joshua trees in our area.”

Mayor Jeff Drozd said
he believed Yucca Valley
had more Joshua trees
than the unincorporated
community of Joshua
Tree.

Of the proposal to
have the state officially
declare the tree as an en-
dangered species, Drozd
said, “I would not be
against [the state’s ac-
tion] if it didn’t include
cities, towns and private
land. If it was only pub-
lic land, that’s fine, but
cities and towns have to
survive, they have to op-
erate, and that’s part of
my reasoning.” He said
the state layering further
protection onto the tree
was “just adding more
red tape and cost.”

In accordance with a
motion by Councilman
Abel, the council voted
unanimously to autho-
rize Drozd to sign the
letter and have it sent to
the State. It was not clear
from the council meet-
ing broadcast who had
seconded the motion.

The letter, in part,
reads, “The Town of
Yucca Valley, possibly

more than any other
community in the state,
values the integration of
the desert environment,
including the Joshua
Tree and other unique
desert plants, into our
continued development
as a community. As
evidenced by our Town
logo, as well as our
general plan vision and
values, the desert envi-
ronment is woven into
the fabric of this com-
munity. After careful
consideration however,
the Yucca Valley Town
Council is in strong op-
position to the petition
submitted by the Center
for Biological Diversity
to list the western Joshua
tree as a threatened spe-
cies under the Califor-
nia Endangered Species
Act.”

Further, the letter
says that “the western
Joshua tree is not pres-
ently threatened with
extinction. As such, the
petition predicts a future
decline due to global cli-
mate change. The pro-
posed listing is based
upon theory and model-
ing efforts, not current
scientific facts as they
exist today. To place the
conservation  require-
ments onto private prop-
erty owners prior to
governmental agencies
attempting to collabo-
rate and cooperate in
implementing effective
conservation efforts is
neither good public poli-
cy nor good governance.
Placing significant finan-
cial burdens on private
landowners will not ad-
dress the theoretical de-
cline in the species as

outlined in the petition.
The California desert is
comprised of rural, un-
derserved communities
that face economic chal-
lenges unlike other areas
of our state.”

The letter continues,
“Imposition of the State
Endangered Species Act
will create unnecessary
impediments, as well as
greatly increased costs,
to the delivery of these
much-needed infrastruc-
ture systems throughout
the Morongo Basin. In
many cases, these limi-
tations upon infrastruc-
ture development will
prevent the agencies
from delivering much
needed housing develop-
ment, transportation net-
work capacity enhance-
ments and job creation
through commercial
development opportuni-
ties. Placing significant
constrains and financial
burdens on infrastruc-
ture development in the
Morongo Basin will not
address the theoretical
decline in the species as
outlined in the petition.
While we appreciate the
commission’s role in ad-
ministering the Califor-
nia Endangered Species
Act, it is equally impor-
tant to recognize when
conflicting state public
policies create an unten-
able framework within
which the town must
navigate. | urge you to
consider the significant
impacts this will have on
rural desert communi-
ties including the Town
of Yucca Valley, and re-
spectfully ask that you
deny this petition.”

-Mark Gutglueck
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Events Show All
Victorville Council
Members Covet The
Mayoral Title Now
Held By Garcia For
Nearly Six Years
from page 2

2011.

Garcia represented a
rather significant devia-
tion from the city’s may-
oral selection pattern,
Cox noted.

Elected with Cox in
2012, Garcia was select-
ed to serve as mayor in
2014, as Cox’s two-year
tenure as mayor came
to an end. In 2016, there
was a push to bring Cox
back as mayor, but he
declined the honor. Con-
sequently, Garcia saw
her grip on the mayoral
gavel extended.

In 2018, Charlene
Robinson replaced Car-
olee Bates as Victorville
City Clerk. That fall was
thus Robinson’s first go-
round as the city’s chief
elections officer. As a re-
sult of that November’s
election, two newcom-
ers were on the council,
Debra Jones and Rita
Ramirez-Dean. At that
point, Garcia had served
four years as mayor, and
the expectation was that
she would step down
from that post to make
way for a successor. The
logical choice, under the
city’s custom, would be
that Gomez assume the
mayoralty. But the harsh
feeling that she had en-
gendered among her col-
leagues worked against
her. The next logical se-
lection would have been
Cox, but he was reluctant
to take the position. At
the December 10, 2018
Council meeting, after

Ramirez-Dean and Jones
were sworn in and in-
stalled as council mem-
bers, Robinson as city
clerk called for nomina-
tions for mayor. Nomi-
nations were made, one
by Ramirez-Dean for
Garcia to be reappointed
as mayor and then one
by Cox to have Jones as-
sume the post, but none
were seconded. Instead
of redoubling the effort
to find a replacement for
Garcia as Bates would
have done were she still
the city’s chief elections
officer, City Clerk Rob-
inson at that point per-
mitted Mayor Garcia to
resume her position as
mayor.

“At this time, the may-
or stays,” Robinson said.
Immediately thereafter
followed the selection of
the mayor pro tem, the
individual on the coun-
cil who would be desig-
nated to serve as acting
mayor in any meetings
that Garcia did not at-
tend. In what turned
out to be a harbinger of
things to come, Mayor
Garcia made a motion,
seconded by Council-
woman Ramirez-Dean,
to nominate Ramirez-
Dean for the position of
mayor pro tempore. At
that point, councilmem-
bers Cox and Jones vot-
ed no, but Ramirez-Dean
prevailed with her own
vote and those of Garcia
and Gomez in support.

Throughout most of
2019, Gomez and Gar-
cia remained at odds.
Indeed, the enmity be-
tween the two seemed to
intensify, reaching fever
pitch on July 16 when
in the midst of that eve-
ning’s council meeting,
Gomez was removed
from the proceedings.

As what was Gar-
cia’s fifth consecutive
year in the role of mayor
progressed, there was
discussion about the
mayoral succession is-
sue and the city’s pro-
tocol and timetable for
mayoral selection. A
comparison was made
to the other municipali-
ties in the High Desert —
Hesperia, Apple Valley,
Adelanto and Barstow.
In both Barstow and
Adelanto, the mayor is
elected directly by those
cities’ residents, with the
mayor’s slot being dis-
tinguished from each of
those cities’ four council
members. In Hesperia
and Apple Valley, where
like Victorville all five
of the members of the
council are elected by
the residents co-equally,
the councils observed a
policy of selecting from
among their members
who is to serve as mayor.
In an effort toward team
building, those councils
appoint their mayors on
a yearly basis, often but
not always having the
mayor serve a single year
or variously two years.
This sharing of the hon-
orary position is intend-
ed to bring the members
of the council together in
an atmosphere of trust
and mutual confidence.

On December 3, 2019,
with the council sched-
uled to take up the ap-
pointment of the mayor
and mayor pro tem for
the year going forward
from that point, a memo
dated December 2, 2019
encapsulated staff’s rec-
ommendation for the
nomination and appoint-
ment process. At least
partially to memorialize
for Robinson a proto-
col of persisting with a

selection effort even in
the face of no quickly-
emerging consensus SO
as to avoid defaulting to
a continuation of the ex-
isting mayor’s tenure, the
memo called for repeat-
ing the nomination phase
for at least three rounds
if a majority vote was not
obtained after the first
nomination. In the event
that a majority vote in
favor of one of the coun-
cil members serving as
mayor did not manifest,
the memo called for the
appointment vote being
tabled to a later meeting
pursuant to the council
voting to do just that.
Upon taking up the
issue of making the ap-
pointment at the Decem-
ber 3 meeting, Ramirez-
Dean nominated Garcia
to remain as mayor. That
motion died for lack of a
second. Cox then nomi-
nated Jones to serve as
mayor. That, too, failed
because it did not get a
second. Gomez, some-
what unrealistically
since she clearly could
not at that point reliably
count on the support of
Garcia, Cox or Jones,
nominated herself. No
second followed. Dis-
cussion then took place
about the proper proce-
dure for proceeding and
the distinction between
a nomination and an
appointment. Ramirez-
Dean again nominated
Garcia, at which point
Garcia seconded the mo-
tion. Cox again nomi-
nated Jones, which Jones
seconded. Gomez then
nominated Cox, which
Cox seconded. Cox,
somewhat redundantly,
then nominated himself.
No second to that motion
followed immediately,
but eventually Gomez

seconded it. Prior to that
second emerging, Coun-
cilwoman Ramirez-
Dean took issue with the
memo, stating that its
contents were not consis-
tent with the city’s policy
manual and had not been
approved by the coun-
cil. She moved that the
appointment process be
tabled. Gomez seconded
that motion. The council
did not suspend, howev-
er, further nominations
nor actions with regard
to an appointment. Go-
mez nominated herself
again, and Cox seconded
it. Ramirez-Dean at that
point nominated herself
and Gomez seconded it.
What was clear from
all of the nomination,
self-nomination and sec-
onding of the motions
that were made was that
to some degree or anoth-
er, all five of the council

members coveted the
mayor’s gavel.
The council first

considered the nomina-
tion of Ramirez-Dean,
which ~ Ramirez-Dean
and Gomez voted in fa-
vor of. Garcia and Jones
opposed it and Cox did
not vote or his vote was
not audible. That mo-
tion thereby failed, with
the city clerk recording
that Garcia, Jones and
Cox were in opposition.
The vote to designate
Gomez as mayor ended
with Gomez and Cox
in favor being outvoted
by the remaining three.
The vote to appoint Cox
was favored by Cox and
Gomez, but opposed
by Garcia, Jones and
Ramirez-Dean. The vote
to appoint Jones failed
with Jones in favor and
Garcia, Ramirez-Dean
and Gomez in opposi-
tion. No vote from Cox

was audible. The mo-
tion to appoint Garcia
failed, with Garcia and
Ramirez-Dean in sup-
port and Gomez and
Jones opposed. Again,
Cox’s vote was either
not cast or not audible,
although the city clerk
recorded Cox as having
voted against the motion.

After taking a
13-minute recess, the
council returned at 9:29
p.m., and Councilwoman
Jones made a motion to
continue the nomination
process to the next meet-
ing. That was seconded
by Cox. Gomez made
a substitute motion to
continue the nomination
process that night, which
was seconded by Garcia.
That substitute motion
carried, with Jones and
Cox voting no.

Gomez then nomi-
nated Garcia to serve as
mayor. Ramirez-Dean
seconded the motion.

Jones interjected,
“I'm going to speak out
of order, and I don’t nor-
mally do, but this looks
like there was some deal
cut behind doors when
We were on a recess.
This meeting isn’t being
facilitated very well.”

The motion carried
with the ensuing vote, as
Gomez, Ramirez-Dean
and Garcia supported
Garcia’s reappointment
as mayor, with Cox and
Jones dissenting.

Jones said, ‘“We’re
now going to see who
is the mayor pro tem as
a result of the deal that’s
been cut.”

It was moved by
Councilwoman Gomez
and seconded by Coun-
cilwoman Ramirez-
Dean to re-appoint

Continued on Page 6
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Until Musk’s Tun-
nel Concept, Highly
Expensive Light
Rail Seemed To Be
The Most Efficient
Regional Transpor-
tation Option from
front page

County’s eastern termi-
nus. From there, Los An-
geles County transporta-
tion officials are working
with their allies in San
Bernardino County to
make the continuation
of the Gold Line all the
way to Ontario Airport
a reality, and at some fu-
ture date extend the light
rail line beyond that even
further into San Ber-
nardino County to San
Bernardino or beyond
that to Redlands or Yu-
ciapa.

Over $1 billion has
been expended extending
the Gold Line, consist-
ing of a light rail train on
two separate tracks run-
ning generally east west,
currently to Azusa. The
track will reach Pomona
by late 2025. Thereafter,
the line was previously
slated to be extended
another 3.3 miles from
Pomona through Clare-
mont to Montclair at that
city’s existing Montclair
Transit Center. From
there, the future inten-
tion was to extend it to
Ontario Airport. Ac-
cording to the Gold Line
Construction  Author-
ity, the extension of the
line from north Pomona
to Claremont will entail
a cost of $450 million.
Previously, the Gold
Line Construction Au-
thority in conjunction
with the San Bernardi-
no County Transporta-
tion Authority, when it
was previously known
as San Bernardino As-
sociated ~ Governments
(SANBAG), intended to
continue the line from
Claremont to Montclair,
and then from Montclair
to Ontario Airport.

The San Bernardino
County Transportation
Authority, as its name
implies, is San Bernardi-
no County’s regional
transportation  agency.
With a board composed
of representatives from
all 24 of the county’s
cities as well as its five
county supervisors, the
agency, known by its
acronym SBCTA, is
charged with managing
the expenditure of Mea-
sure I money. Measure |

was first passed by San
Bernardino County’s
voters in 1989, providing
for a half-cent sales tax
override  countywide,
with the proceeds dedi-
cated to paying for road
improvements.

The San Bernardino
County Transportation
Authority dedicated $39
million in Measure I
dollars toward the Gold
Line project and did a
joint application with the
Los Angeles Metro Tran-
sit Agency for a State of
California Transit and
Intercity Rail Capital
Program grant. That ap-
plication was successful
and it brought in $250
million on the Los An-
geles County side, which
made a significant but
not complete inroad on
the $850 million funding
deficit that jurisdiction
had, and provided an-
other $41 million of the
then-projected $80 mil-
lion cost for the San Ber-
nardino County portion
of the projected expense
on the eastern side of
the Los Angeles County/
San Bernardino County
boundary in terms of
getting the line to Mont-
clair.

Subsequently, how-
ever, when the project
went out to bid, it turned
out the cost of building
the line from Claremont
to Montclair would not
contain itself to an earli-
er $73 million projection
or the later $80 million
estimate, but had esca-
lated to $96 million.

In reaction to that
projected cost overrun,
San Bernardino County
Transportation Author-
ity Executive Director
Ray Wolfe recommend-
ed last year that SBCTA
“throw in the towel” on
completing the Gold
Line past the Los An-
geles County/San Ber-
nardino County border
to reach the airport.

Wolfe noted that a
commuter rail system
running from Los Ange-
les County into San Ber-
nardino County — Metro-
Link — already exists and
that there is an existing
freight-carrying rail line
linking the two coun-
ties as well. He proposed
that instead of building
two new tracks that the
county  transportation
agency simply run a pas-
senger line on the exist-
ing freight line track,
thereby saving both
land acquisition and rail
line construction costs.
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Advocates for the Gold
Line, however, point out
that the Gold Line runs
with significantly great-
er frequency than does
MetroLink, with depar-
tures and arrivals every
five to seven minutes
during peak commuting
hours and every 12 to 15
minutes during off-peak
hours. Metro Link trains
runs at present no more
frequently than every
72 minutes and on aver-
age no more frequently
than an hour-and-a-half.
Because of that, rider-
ship on the MetroLink is
relatively poor and Gold
Line use is approaching
capacity on its current
schedule. If the goal of
transitioning commuters
from their automobiles
to trains is to be effectu-
ated, these advocates say,
the Gold Line needs to
be completed. Moreover,
the riders’ cost of using
the Gold Line is less than
half that of using Metro-
Link, which first estab-
lished service between
Union Station in Los
Angeles and the City of
San Bernardino in 1992
on a long existing track
originally designed for
heavy engines pulling
freight cars. MetroLink
utilizes diesel engines to
draw its passenger cars
and must share its track
with at least four freight
trains on a daily basis.
The Gold Line would be
more environmentally
sound, more utilized and
economical, its sponsors
insist.

In reaction to Wolfe’s
call to pull the plug
on the Gold Line con-
cept in San Bernardino
County, east-west fac-
tions formed in the juris-
diction. While officials
in Chino Hills, Chino,
Montclair and Ontario
favor extending to the
aerodrome the light rail
system that has already
been constructed to Azu-
sa and which will reach
Pomona in five years,
virtually all of the rest
of the county, practically
meaning the remaining
20 incorporated munici-
palities, have flinched
at expending the money
that will be required to
complete the Gold Line.
Assemblyman Chris
Holden (D-41* Dis-
trict) and State Senator
Anthony J. Portantino,
whose 25" District like
Holden’s straddles both
Los Angeles and San
Bernardino counties,
are equally dismayed at

what they perceive to be
wrongheaded intransi-
gence to regional cooper-
ation intended to provide
the foundation of what
is to become the com-
muting methodology of
the future. They intro-
duced legislation aimed
at providing financial
mechanisms to complete
the project. Holden’s As-
sembly Bill 2011 would
create the West San
Bernardino County Rail
Construction Authority,
an entity to be dedicated
to designing and build-
ing the six-mile span
of track linking Mont-
clair to Ontario Airport.
Portantino’s Senate Bill
1390 also calls for cre-
ating the Montclair-to-
Ontario Airport Gold
Line Construction Au-
thority. Portantino’s bill
is considered to be a
refinement of Holden’s
proposed legislation, one
which would be more
likely to achieve passage
in the full legislature.
Without being asked
to do so and acting entire-
ly on his own initiative,
Elon Musk had the Bor-
ing Company on April
29 provide the San Ber-

nardino County Trans-
portation Agency with
a proposal to undertake
the underground tunnel
project, one that would
either use, partially use
or parallel the existing
flood control channeliza-
tion constructed decades
ago by the Army Corps
of Engineers, and run
from a station near Foot-
hill Boulevard and the
Day Creek flood control
channel to Terminal 2
at Ontario International
Airport.

Musk calculated the
project could be com-
pleted for $60 million,
largely because the pur-
chase and monopoliza-
tion of above-ground
real estate would be
bypassed. No construc-
tion of a rail system or
purchase of trains would
be necessary. Off-the-
shelf or adapted Tesla
Model X vehicles would
be used to provide trans-
portation.

A Musk-owned com-
pany would run operate
the system.

Next Wednesday,
June 3, the San Bernardi-
no County Transporta-
tion Authority’s board is
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to be guided by Carrie
Schindler, the author-
ity’s director of transit
and rail programs, with
regard to a consideration
of whether the authority
should spend $3 million
to conduct an “alterna-
tives analysis” to using
rail systems to reach On-
tario Airport. Accord-
ing to the staff report for
the item, building the
Gold Line to the airport
“is estimated to cost be-
tween $1 billion and $1.5
billion in 2020 dollars,
requir[ing] a large infu-
sion of revenue that is
unknown at this time.”
Musk’s proposal, the re-
port said, would cost far
less. “The total estimat-
ed cost is expected to be
substantially lower and
in the range of 3-5% of
the surface project cost,”
the report states.

County  transporta-
tion officials did not say
whether the subsurface
transportation  option
could be utilized to re-
place the Gold Line from
Claremont to the airport
or from Claremont to
Rancho Cucamonga.

-Mark Gutglueck

Renaissance Man
Duffield, With Nine
Patents, Creates
Temporary Home-
less Shelter Proto-

type from front page

nently.

Duffield is the owner
of the Duffy Electric
Boat Company, what is
billed as the world’s first
and leading manufac-
turer of electric boats.
The company grew out
of Duffield’s whimsical
effort in 1970, according
to the company’s litera-
ture, to “place the mo-
tor from a secondhand
golf cart into the hull of
a Dbeat-up motorboat,”
what became the first
primitive prototype for a
line of electric-powered
watercraft which include
the Snug Harbor, the Bay
Island, the Sun Cruiser,
the Cuddy Cabin and the
Back Bay models that
Duffield’s company now
markets. The company
also builds boats to spec-
ifications provided by its
customers.

Duffy Boats’ first
niche was that one es-
tablished with Disney-
land and Disney World,
for whom the company
supplies the boats used
in Disney’s Adventure

Parks. The Duffy Elec-
tric Boat company also
made a significant inroad
in the market for provid-
ing short touring boats at
beach-located hospital-
ity venues world-wide,
including those owned
and operated by Marriott
Hotels. Dufty also pro-
vides the boats used by
the Nature Conservancy
in Naples, Florida and
the vessels used by the
California Department
of Fish and Wildlife,
known before January 1,
2013 as the Department
of Fish and Game De-
partment, for its explora-
tion of sensitive marine
life habitats.

Duffield’s  operation
on a 5-acre facility lo-
cated at 17260 Musk-
rat Avenue in Adelanto
employs 200 persons
during its peak sea-
son. While the internal
craftsmanship for the
boats involves cabinets
and tables custom made
in the company’s wood-
shop using solid and
saltwater-resistant, ma-
rine quality cherrywood,
Duffield’s materials for
the external covering
for the boat involve high
quality canvas, and the
hulls are composed of
fiberglass with foam fill.
In working with these

later materials, Duffield
hit upon the idea of using
them for the “Safe Hut”
shelters he envisioned
could be fabricated by
his company during its
production  off-season.
He designed the shelters
as fiberglass structures,
with foam insulation.

According to Duffield,
“The fiberglass material
allows the shelters to be
cleaned and sanitized in
minutes.” With an eye
to hygiene, Duffield has
partnered with Sanitrax
International, which pro-
vides restrooms, sinks
and showers at shelter
sites.

According to Duff-
ield, his shelters exceed
building codes, can be
secured to a level-ad-
justed foundation on-site
within two hours, and
come with beds and so-
lar panels to power LED
lights and chargers. The
price per shelter, which
includes shipping and
set-up, is $17,500 for a
one-bed, 60-square foot
model; and $23,700 for a
two-bed 80-square foot
model. At present he is
working on but has not
yet completed specifi-
cations for a prototype
for a two-bunk bed,

Continued on Page 6
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Despite Support
Gomez Gave Her
To Remain As
Mayor, Garcia
Insists They Are
Not Aligned fiom
page 4

Ramirez-Dean as Mayor
Pro Tem. City Clerk
Robinson called for
further nominations.
Councilwoman  Jones
nominated herself. The
motion died for lack of a
second. City Clerk Rob-
inson called for further
nominations. When none
came forth, City Clerk
Robinson reiterated that
the lone motion under
consideration was a
nomination of Ramirez-
Dean. It was moved by
Councilmember Gomez
and seconded by Coun-
cilwoman Ramirez to
appoint Mayor Pro Tem
Ramirez-Dean as mayor
pro tem; the motion car-
ried with Councilmem-
bers Cox and Jones vot-
ing no.

“The deal was cut,”
Jones said. “The deal
was cut!”

Garcia and Ramirez-
Dean  ignored  her.
Ramirez-Dean said, “I
am so pleased and hon-
ored. It has taken a little
too much time, but you
know what? It is a won-
derful position to be in,
to be here for you.”

Garcia said, “It is an
honor and a privilege to
serve my city, and not
only just the city, but our
people. I had some back-
ing tonight, so thank you
very much.”

At the end of the
meeting, Jones said, “I'm
gravely concerned about
what happened here to-
night. It was disgraceful.
It is an embarrassment

to me that a process
that should be solemn
in electing its officers
was treated so flippantly.
This does not reflect well
on our community. It
does not reflect well on
our leaders.”

Jones said there had
been a “repeated” rumor
“by different people that
don’t walk in the same
circles about backroom
deals being cut” and that
she had the experience
that evening of “then
watching it play out.” It
was, Jones said “a cor-
rupt practice. We are to
elevate the will of the
people and public ser-
vice to our neighbors,
not selfish ambition, not
vainglory.”

Two weeks later, Go-
mez at the December 17,
2019 council meeting
said, “The decision to
have a mayor and mayor
pro tem was decided in
this council. Our leader-
ship is required and for
whatever reason what-
ever may have thought
through the heads of
these individuals, there
is no backroom deals.
There is no corruption.
That’s not what happens
here. It’s just someone
requires justice to be re-
quired, and when we see
justice in a certain par-
ticular perspective, we’re
going to be deciding on
those certain moral val-
ues of what’s good and
what’s bad, and what’s
accessible and what’s
fair in terms of opportu-
nity and what qualifies
for equanimity. I con-
gratulate these ladies for
having that position and
being strong.”

This week, Garcia
told the Sentinel that
the story of there having
been a secret agreement
between her and Gomez
is being oversold in cer-
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tain sectors of the com-
munity:.

“The only thing is 1
have decided to work
with everyone a little
more amicably, not just
with her but the whole
council,” Garcia said.
“As far as she is con-
cerned, she had a change
of heart, evidently, and
has been a little more
congenial than previ-
ously, not just to me but
to the other members of
the council.”

Those who accused
her, Ramirez-Dean and
Gomez of choreograph-
ing the mayoral and
mayor pro tem votes
are plain wrong, Garcia
said. “I almost fainted,”
she said in describing
her surprise, which she
said verged on shock,
when Gomez eventu-
ally got around to sup-
porting keeping her as
mayor on December 3.
“I almost fell out of my
seat. [ didn’t think she
would even vote for me.
I thought she would ab-
stain or recuse herself.
When she actually voted
for me, I thanked her for
it.”

At this point, Garcia
was measured in making
her assessment of Go-
mez, and her character-
izations of the council-
woman did not indicate
an affection or alliance
between them.

“I don’t really know
how to describe her,” the
mayor said. “She has a
difficult personality that
is very hard to deal with.
It was tremendously dif-
ficult for me in the first
days when she was on
the council. When she
started running for the
Assembly, I am not sure
what was going on, but
it seemed that all of a
sudden she has changed
her demeanor so that she
is a little more pleasant,
which from my perspec-
tive as mayor has made
it easier to conduct the
meetings.”

Gomez in the March
3 Primary election this
year vied for the Califor-
nia Assembly in the 33
District. She finished
fourth in a field of seven,
and did not qualify for
the November runoff.

Those that claim there
is a newfound camarade-
rie between her and Go-
mez are misperceiving
things, Garcia said.

“I would not say I am

doing anything much dif-
ferent,” the mayor said,
but acknowledged that
on Gomez’s end things
have changed. “She is
not so verbal against
me,” Garcia said. “She
came in with an attitude
and would be inciting all
of this, and everyone on
the council got caught up
in that, so to the public it
must have seemed that
we had a conflict with
her on one side and the
rest of us on the other. I
was just trying to main-
tain order.”

Asked if Ramirez-
Dean had in some fash-
ion served as an emol-
lient in her relationship
with  Gomez, Garcia
said, “I really couldn’t
say. Rita has been with us
only a very short time. [
don’t know whether they
communicate.” The the-
ory that the reduction in
tension between her and
Gomez could be cred-
ited to Ramirez-Dean’s
diplomatic ability, Gar-
cia said, breaks down
because Ramirez-Dean’s
recent health challeng-
es have prevented her
from being a consistent
presence at city council
meetings over the last
several months.

Previously, Garcia
said, the entire council’s
relationship with Gomez
had reached rock bot-
tom.

“Over time, the whole
council just came to
the point where they
wouldn’t go out of their
way to try to commu-
nicate with Blanca,”
Garcia said. “She has
changed her attitude. It’s
wonderful, but I don’t
know what caused it.
The only thing that has
been pointed out to me,
or which I can attribute
that to, is when she start-
ed to run for Assembly
she started to change the
way she spoke to people
and dealt with them. She
tried to be a little more
professional and conge-
nial. I think she is still
planning on continually
running for higher of-
fice. Someone along the
line has told her or let
her know that she is not
going to get anywhere
fighting everyone. [ don’t
deal with that. 1 don’t
have time. I work out-
side of the city. I have a
business to run, and I’'m
always busy.”

Those who suggest

that she has adopted
Gomez’s  philosophies
or orientation with re-
gard to public issues of
that she has jumped on
the liberal bandwagon,
Garcia said, are so out of
sync with reality as to be
delusional. “It saddens
me if anyone who knows
me thinks [ am trying to
be a part of what Blanca
is doing because, truth-
fully, I don’t want to be
a part of what she is do-
ing,” Garcia said. “She
is involved with the
Mexican something or
other and the Latin Co-
alition and La Raza and
CHIRLA [the Coalition
for Humane Immigrant
Rights Los Angeles]. |
was not brought up that
way. I was brought up in
Victorville. My family
has been here, in Victor-
ville, for 120 years, so if
you want someone who
knows the city, I'm it. I
was born here. My fam-
ily has now had seven
generations here, so I
don’t have any time to
deal with nonsense and
ignorance when it comes
to the community that is
my home that I care so
much about. | have been
running a business [Gar-
cia Bookkeeping and In-
come Tax Service| here
for 45 years. I don’t want
our community to look
bad. I don’t want a city
that looks like a ghetto.
I have poured my heart
out in trying to make
Victorville better. When
I see people who don’t
know or care about this
town as deeply as I do or
see them using their po-
sition as a stepping stone
to get ahead, I'm just
disappointed. I am total-
ly local. I am not going
anywhere. I'm not run-
ning for higher office.”

She would not be
dealing with Gomez at
all if it weren’t for Go-
mez having won a posi-
tion on the city council
in 2016, Garcia said.

“l didn’t know her,”
the mayor said. “I don’t
know her. I don’t know
where she came from.
I don’t know anything
about her background.
I have no information
at all about her. I don’t
know where she lives.
We tried to find out. To
this day it is a mystery.
Somebody has that in-
formation. At this point
I don’t really care. Why
should I be concerned?”
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Asked point blank
if she and Gomez had
sidled up to each other
out of political consider-
ations because this is an
election year and it is now
in their mutual interest
to get along, Garcia said,
“I would certainly dis-
miss that. There is no al-
liance. I study the agen-
da and I vote according
to what I feel is best by
the community. [ am not
influenced by anyone.
Number one, I don’t talk
to anyone on the coun-
cil, so I don’t know what
the others are thinking.
There is no alliance be-
tween me and anyone.
It is true that Jim [Cox]
and I connected very
well from the beginning.
I have known him for a
long time, going back
to those years when we
were both young, and
now we’re old, and we’re
still here. I have always
respected him and given
him praise for his expe-
rience and the things he
did for this city as city
manager. He did a won-
derful job in govern-
ment. He has guided me
when I needed informa-
tion or assistance in un-
derstanding things. He
has always been there for
me when I have sought
him out. Debra [Jones]
I don’t know as well.
I know she was disap-
pointed when she didn’t
get to be mayor this last
time. That is just the way
it worked out. Rita has
not been around very
much lately. She has
been ill since January.
We all thought she would
be back by now. She has
been participating by
teleconferencing.”

She is neither in ca-
hoots with nor at war
with Gomez, Garcia in-
sisted.

“Technically speak-
ing, I don’t have anything
against her,” Garcia said.
“l don’t have any ani-
mosity against her, even
though she has tried ev-
erything she could to
ruin me. If you know me,
I am not aggressive or
loud. I am not an instiga-
tor. I would rather handle
things calmly, or just
avoid it if it is going to be
unpleasant. If something
is going that way, I just
try to avoid it. People
who know my character
know there is no alliance
between me and Blanca

Continued on Page 10
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Fontana May 28 Photos by Randy Scott

A protest in Fontana on May 28 over the May 25 death of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis Police grew violent. Early in the protest, Mayor Acquanetta
Warren was present, at which point she indicated support for the demonstrators.

“We have our youth out here demonstrate the issue that happened in Minneapolis, and they’re doing it in a very peaceful manner,” she said.

Problems manifested relatively early in the evening, however, when protesters both on foot and on bicycles made their way into the roadway at various inter-
sections along Sierra Avenue, obstructing the flow of traffic, provoking a cacophony of horn blares, and resulting in several near misses between vehicles and
pedestrians. In some cases, protesters were sitting in the street. Because of line-of-sight limitations and the visual obstruction presented by protesters on foot,
some of those protesters were nearly run over. In some cases, motor-
ists were verbally or physically accosted by the protesters as a result
of the near fatal encounters between machine and people.

Police who initially arrived at the intersections remained relative-
ly reserved. The massive show of civil resistance, however, turned
violent in the early evening, when rocks were hurled first at the po-
lice, then at vehicles in which the drivers sought to maneuver around
the protesters in the street, and then indiscriminately at passing ve-
hicles.

Sometime later, shortly after nightfall when a swell of protesters
gathered near Fontana City Hall and rocks and bottles were thrown
at the windows of the civic center, a large contingent of police officers were stationed at the intersection of Upland Avenue and Sierra Avenue to prevent damage
to City Hall and the nearby police department headquarters. A police car was used as a barricade at the intersection of Sierra Avenue and Foothill Boulevard to
prevent traffic from moving south on Sierra Avenue. Similarly, traffic was prevented from moving northward on Sierra Avenue beginning about a half block south
of Arrow Highway.

As helicopters hovered and circled overhead using loudspeakers to inform the crowd
that its action “constituted an illegal assembly,” police on the street did not make any
overt efforts to arrest individuals while they were among the crowds, unless they were
seen engaging in acts of violence or destruction. Police in vehicles did, however, make
traffic stops of individuals or small numbers of protesters after they were isolated in their
vehicles away from the crowd and were attempting to leave. Things did not go well for
some of those protesters during their interaction with the Fontana Police, who have a
reputation for being very aggressive.

At least nine people were arrested after they were spotted tossing rocks at police, pass-
ing cars or City Hall, as well as display windows of businesses along Sierra Avenue.

Later in the evening, Warren had a different take on what was occurring than she had
previously. She said the protest had been “hijacked by people who were just looking to
cause trouble. I understand the anger and frustration that’s being expressed, but our city
is not going to tolerate violence against people or property. This will not happen again.”
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FBN 2020000----

The following person is doing
business as: ARROWHEAD AC-
COMMODATIONS 28051 STATE
HIGHWAY  189/LAKES EDGE
ROAD LAKE ARROWHEAD CA
92352

HERMINE MURRA-LEVINS
P.O. BOX 128 LAKE ARROW-
HEAD, CALIFO 92352

Mailing Address: ~ P.O. BOX
128 LAKE ARROWHEAD, CA-
LIF 92352

This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ HERMINE MURRA-
LEVINS

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/ /2020

T hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
08/25/2017

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 05/08, 05/15,
05/20 & 05/29, 2020.

FBN 20200004323

The following person is do-
ing business as: SIMPLE MORT-
GAGE 5603 GARIBALDI WAY
FONTANA, CALIF 92336 SAFE
INVESTMENT REALTY GROUP
5603 GARIBALDI WAY FON-
TANA, CALIFO 92336

This Business is Conducted By:
A CORPORATION

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ AKXELEM TEJEDA PAT-
ZAN

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/06/2020

T hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
05/03/2020

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 05/08, 05/15,
05/20 & 05/29, 2020.

FBN 20200004241

The following person is doing
business as: NOTARIZE DOCS 4
U [and] MOSLEY BUSINESS SO-
LUTIONS 721 N SAN ANTONIO
AVENUE UPLAND, CALIF 91786

DOAQUIN MOSLEY 721
NORTH SAN ANTONIO AVENUE
UPLAND, CA 91786

Mailing Address: 333 E AR-
ROW HIGHWAY, #1107 UPLAND,
CA 91785

This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P Code
17913) T am also aware that all infor-
mation on this statement becomes
Public Record upon filing.

S/ DOAQUIN MOSLEY

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/01/2020

T hereby certify that this is a cor-
rect copy of the original statement on
file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
01/01/2020

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
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rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardino
County Sentinel on 5/08/20, 5/15/20,
5/22/20 & 5/29/20..

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME

STATEMENT  FILE NO-
20200004162

The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Lean & Greens,
7410 Citrus Ave, Fontana, CA 92336,
Mailing Address: 7410 Citrus Ave,
Fontana, CA 92336, Danny M. Cor-
tines, 7410 Citrus Ave, Fontana, CA
92336

Business is Conducted By: An
Individual

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

s/ Danny M Cortines

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 4/30/20

T hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
Jan 01, 2020

County Clerk, s/ V0956

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Ber-
nardino county Sentinel on 5/8/20,
5/15/20, 5/22/20, 5/29/20

FBN 20200002823

The following person is do-
ing business as: NEW ENGLAND
DWELLING 711 S DATE AVE RI-
ALTO, CA KADESHA P ENG-
LAND 711 S DATE AVE RIALTO,
CA

This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P Code
17913) T am also aware that all infor-
mation on this statement becomes
Public Record upon filing.

S/ Kadeshaa England

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 03/03/2020

Thereby certify that this is a cor-
rect copy of the original statement on
file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
03/01/2020

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardino
County Sentinel on 3/20/20, 3/27/20,
4/3/20, & 4/10/20

Corrected:
5/01/20 & 5/08/20

4/17/20,  4/24/20,

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:

LEO ARAGON MEDRA-
NO

NO. PROPS 2000222

To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise
be interested in the will or es-
tate, or both of LEO ARAGON
MEDRANO

A PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE has been filed by LEO
ARAGON MEDRANO, II in
the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia, County of SAN BER-
NARDINO.

THE PETITION FOR
PROBATE requests that LEO
ARAGON MEDRANO, II be
appointed as personal represen-
tative to administer the estate of
the decedent.

THE PETITION requests
the decedent’s will and codi-
cils, if any, be admitted to pro-
bate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in
the file kept by the court.

THE PETITION requests
authority to administer the
estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the
personal representative to take
many actions without obtain-
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ing court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The independent
administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition
will be held in Dept. No. S35
at 8:30 a.m. on June 15, 2020
at Superior Court of California,
County of San Bernardino, 247
West Third Street, San Ber-
nardino, CA 92415, San Ber-
nardino District.

IF YOU OBIJECT to the
granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing
and state your objections or
file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or
by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file
your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the
court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a gen-
eral personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mail-
ing or personal delivery to you
of a notice under Section 9052
of the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes
and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an at-
torney knowledgeable in Cali-
fornia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the
file kept by the court. If you are
a person interested in the es-
tate, you may file with the court
a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.

Attorney for the Petitioner:
Jennifer M. Daniel, Esquire

220 Nordina St.

Redlands, CA 92373

Telephone No: (909) 792-
9244  Fax No: (909) 235-4733

Email address: jennifer@
lawofficeofjenniferdaniel.com

Attorney for Leo Aragon
Medrano, IT

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel

5/15, 5/22 & 5/29, 2020

FBN 20200004315
The following person is do-
ing business as:
SUPERIOR HOME
HEALTH  CARE SERVICES,
INC. 555 N BENSON AVE UP-
LAND, CA. 91786-5075
SUPERIOR HEALTH
CARE PROVIDERS, INC. 555
N BENSON AVE UPLAND, CA.
91786-5075
This Business is Conducted
By: A CORPORATION
Signed: BY SIGNING BE-
LOW, I DECLARE THAT ALL
INFORMATION IN THIS STATE-
MENT IS TRUE AND CORRECT.
A registrant who declares as true
information, which he or she knows
to be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that all
information on this statement be-
comes Public Record upon filing.

S/ INNA JOYCE AGUDA
This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of San
Bernardino on: 5/06/2020
I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original
statement on file in my office.
Began Transacting Business:
1/27/2020

SAN Coun-
ty Clerk, Deputy
NOTICE- This fictitious business
name statement expires five years
from the date it was filed in the of-
fice of the county clerk. A new ficti-
tious business name statement must
be filed before that time. The filing
of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state of a
fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).
Published in the San Bernardino
County Sentinel on 5/15, 5/22, 5/29
& 6/5,2020

V0956

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME

STATEMENT  FILE NO-
20200004251

The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Disinfect CA;
Disinfect-CA; SOCAL Disinfec-
tion, 8458 Bullhead Ct., Rancho
Cucamonga, CA 91739, Monroe
Diversified Companies Inc., 8458
Bullhead Ct., Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91739

Business is Conducted By: A
Corporation

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
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IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

s/ Lester Monroe

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 5/5/20

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
Apr 27,2020

County Clerk, s/ V0956

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of afictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

5/15/20, 5/22/20, 5/29/20, 6/5/20

FBN 20190014933

The following person is doing
business as: JS HOBBIES 999 N.
WATERMAN AVE, SAN BER-
NARDINO, CA 92410, JAMAL L
THOMAS, 999 N. WATERMAN
AVE, SAN BERNARDINO, CA
92410

This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ JAMAL THOMAS

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 12/27/2019

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
12/02/2004

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state,
or common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 1/24, 1/31, 2/7
& 2/14, 2020. Corrected on 4/3/20,
4/10/20, 4/17/20, 4/24/20, Corrected
on 5/15/20, 5/22/20, 5/29/20, 6/5/20

FBN 20200004570

The following person is doing
business as: PANTHEON COFFEE
ROASTERS

4070 MISSION BOULEVARD
MONTCLAIR, CA 91763 ARCHER
CONSORTIA 4070 MISSION BOU-
LEVARD MONTCLAIR, CA 91763

This Business is Conducted By:
A CORPORATION

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ PAVAN MAKKER

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/14/2020

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
03/01/2020

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in the
office of the county clerk. A new fic-
titious business name statement must
be filed before that time. The filing
of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state of a fic-
titious name in violation of the rights
of another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 05/15, 05/22,
05/29 & 06/05, 2020.

FBN 20200004569

The following person is do-
ing business as: AVATAR COFFEE
ROASTERS

4070 MISSION BOULEVARD
MONTCLAIR, CA 91763 ARCHER
CONSORTIA 4070 MISSION BOU-
LEVARD MONTCLAIR, CA 91763

This Business is Conducted By:
A CORPORATION
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Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ PAVAN MAKKER

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/14/2020

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
03/01/2020

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in the
office of the county clerk. A new fic-
titious business name statement must
be filed before that time. The filing
of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state of a fic-
titious name in violation of the rights
of another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 05/15, 05/22,
05/29 & 06/05, 2020.

APN: 0209-242-04-0-000
T.S. No.: 2019-2416 NOTICE
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER
A DEED OF TRUST DATED
2/21/2012.  UNLESS YOU
TAKE ACTION TO PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED
AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. Will sell at a pub-
lic auction sale to the highest
bidder, payable at the time of
sale in lawful money of the
united states, by a cashier’s
check drawn on a state of na-
tional bank, check drawn by
a state or federal credit union,
or a check drawn by a state or
federal savings and loan asso-
ciation, or savings association,
or savings bank specified in
Section 5102 of the Financial
Code and authorized to do busi-
ness in this state will be held by
the duly appointed trustee as
shown below, of all right, title,
and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the
hereinafter described property
under and pursuant to a Deed of
Trust described below. The sale
will be made, but without cov-
enant or warranty, express or
implied, regarding title, posses-
sion, or encumbrances, to pay
the remaining principal sum of
the note(s) secured by the Deed
of Trust, with interest and late
charges thereon, as provided
in the note(s), advances, under
the terms of the Deed of Trust,
interest thereon, fees, charges,
and expenses of the Trustee for
the total amount (at the time
of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale) reasonably es-
timated to be set forth below.
The amount may be greater on
the day of sale. Trustor: Ken-
neth Doelker, a Single Man
Duly Appointed Trustee: S.B.S.
TRUST DEED NETWORK, A
CALIFORNIA  CORPORA-
TION Deed of Trust recorded
3/30/2012 as Instrument No.
2012-0122229 in book XX,
page, XX of Official Records in
the office of the Recorder of San
Bernardino County, California.
Date of Sale:6/15/2020 at 1:00
PM Place of Sale: NEAR THE
FRONT STEPS LEADING UP
TO THE CITY OF CHINO
CIVIC CENTER, 13220 CEN-
TRAL AVENUE, CHINO,
CA 91710 Amount of unpaid
balance and other reasonable
estimated charges: $17,448.24.
Property being sold “as is-
Where is” Street Address or
other common designation
of real property:10469 E S8th
Street Rancho Cucamonga, CA
91730 AKA 10469 8th Street
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
A.P.N.:0209-242-04-0-000.
Lot 7, in Block 65, of North Cu-
camonga Tract, in the City of
Rancho Cucamonga, County of
San Bernardino, State of Cali-
fornia, as per Map recorded in
Book 4 of Maps, Page 8, in the
Office of the County Recorder
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of said County. THE BENEFI-
CIARY MAY ELECT, IN ITS
DISCRETION, TO EXERCISE
ITS RIGHTS AND REM-
EDIES IN ANY MANNER
PERMITTED UNDER THE
CALIFORNIA COMMER-
CIAL CODE, OR ANY OTH-
ER APPLICABLE SECTION,
AS TO ALL OR SOME OF

THE PERSONAL PROPERTY,
FIXTURES AND OTHER
GENERAL TANGIBLES

AND INTANGIBLES MORE
PARTICULAR¥ DESCRIBED
IN THE DEED OF TRUST,
GUARANTEES, UCC’S, SE-
CURITY AGREEMENTS. The
undersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrect-
ness of the street address or
other common designation, if
any, shown above. If no street
address or other common des-
ignation is shown, directions
to the location of the property
may be obtained by sending
a written request to the ben-
eficiary within 10 days of the
date of first publication of this
Notice of Sale. NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If
you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding
on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at
a trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and
clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that
the lien being auctioned off may
be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible
for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear
title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist
on this property by contacting
the county recorder’s office or a
title insurance company, either
of which may charge you a fee
for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the
same lender may hold more
than one mortgage or deed of
trust on the property. NOTICE
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice
of sale may be postponed one or
more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of
the California Civil Code. The
law requires that information
about trustee sale postpone-
ments be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy
to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been post-
poned, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you
may call FOR SALES INFOR-
MATION, PLEASE CALL
(855)986-9342, or visit this
Internet Web site www.supe-
riordefault.com using the file
number assigned to this case
2019-2416. Information about
postponements that are very
short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify
postponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale. Date:
5/5/20. S.B.S. TRUST DEED
NETWORK, A CALIFORNIA
CORPORATION. 31194 La
Baya Drive, Suite 106, West-
lake Village, California, 91362
(818)991-4600. By: Colleen
Irby, Trustee Sale Officer. WE
ARE ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT, AND ANY
INFORMATION WE OB-
TAIN WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE. (5/22/20,
5/29/20, 6/5/20TS# 2019-2416
SDI-18526)

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:

JOHN TUTT BOOKER

NO. PROPS 2000056

To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may other-
wise be interested in the will or
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estate, or both of JOHN TUTT
BOOKER

A PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE has been filed by COR-
RINE BOOKER in the Superi-
or Court of California, County
of SAN BERNARDINO.

THE PETITION FOR
PROBATE requests that COR-
RINE BOOKER be appointed
as personal representative to
administer the estate of the de-
cedent.

THE PETITION requests
authority to administer the
estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the
personal representative to take
many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The independent
administration authority will
be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause
why the court should not grant
the authority.

A hearing on the petition
will be held in Dept. No. S36P
at 8:30 a.m. on June 11, 2020 at
Superior Court of California,
County of San Bernardino, 247
West Third Street, San Ber-
nardino, CA 92415, San Ber-
nardino District.

IF YOU OBJECT to the
granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing
and state your objections or
file written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or
by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file
your claim with the court and
mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the
court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of
first issuance of letters to a gen-
eral personal representative, as
defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mail-
ing or personal delivery to you
of a notice under Section 9052
of the California Probate Code.

Other California statutes
and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an at-
torney knowledgeable in Cali-
fornia law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the
file kept by the court. If you are
a person interested in the es-
tate, you may file with the court
a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.

Attorney for the Petitioner:
IAN NOEL, Esquire

LAW OFFICE OF
NOEL

9800 S. CIENEGA BLVD.,
SUITE 200 INGLEWOOD,
CA 90301

Telephone No: (310) 410
9720

Email address: legalhood@
gmail.com

Published in the San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel on
5/22,5/29 & 6/05, 2020

IAN

FBN 20200004249

The following person is doing
business as: MARWELL 1094 N.
WABASH AVENUE REDLANDS,
CA 92374 MARWELL CORPO-
RATION 1094 N. WABASH AV-
ENUE REDLANDS, CA 92374 A
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION
(3281898

Mailing Address: P.O. BOX 139
MENTONE, CA 92359

This Business is Conducted By:
A CORPORATION

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ KATHY POWELL
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This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/05/2020

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
04/08/2010

County Clerk, Deputy V0956

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in the
office of the county clerk. A new fic-
titious business name statement must
be filed before that time. The filing
of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state of a fic-
titious name in violation of the rights
of another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 5/22/20,
5/29/20, 6/05/20 & 6/12/20.

FBN 20200004501

The following person is do-
ing business as: BEYOND BELLA
SKIN CARE 10601 CHURCH ST.
RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA
91730 GINA L SMITH 542 E BON-
NIE BRAE CT. ONTARIO, CA
91764

Mailing Address: 542 E BON-
NIE BRAE CT. ONTARIO, CA
91764-1803

This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) T am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ GINA SMITH

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/13/2020

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
04/27/2020

County Clerk, Deputy D5511

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in the
office of the county clerk. A new fic-
titious business name statement must
be filed before that time. The filing
of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state of a fic-
titious name in violation of the rights
of another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 5/22/20,
5/29/20, 6/05/20 & 6/12/20.

FBN 20200004534

The following person is doing
business as: SACRED 485 DIA-
MOND CT APT D UPLAND, CA
91786 ALEXIS V LOVE 485
DIAMOND CT APT D UPLAND,
CA 91786

This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-

Duffield Hoping To
Sell State & Local
Government On
Safe Hut Concept

from page 5

120-square foot, four
person model.

The 60-square foot
model features a sin-
gle foldable bed that
hinges on one wall. The
80-square foot model
features two such beds.
While not in use, the
beds retract up onto
the wall, increasing the
available floor space dur-
ing daylight hours.

According to Duft-
ield, “These prices com-
pare well with proposed
purchases of motels or
new brick and mortar
construction.”

Duffield hauled one of
the 60-square foot mod-
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MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) T am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ ALEXIS VLOVE

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/14/2020

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
N/A

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in the
office of the county clerk. A new fic-
titious business name statement must
be filed before that time. The filing
of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state of a fic-
titious name in violation of the rights
of another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14400 et.
Seq. Business & Professions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on  5/22/20,
5/29/20, 6/05/20 & 6/12/20.

FICTITIOUS
NAME

STATEMENT
20200004144

The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Bishay Group
AVPM CA2LP;AVPM CA LP Bi-
shay Group.; Bishay Group; All
Valued Pet Meds, AVPM; Advanced
Veterinary Pet Med, AVPM, 448
S Arrowhead Avenue, San Ber-
nardino, CA 92408, General Dog
& Cat Veterinary Hospital, 456 S.
Arrowhead Ave, San Bernardino,
CA 92408

Business is Conducted By: A
Corporation

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

s/ George Bishay

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 4/29/20

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
N/A

County Clerk, s/ V0956

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).

5/22/20,
6/12/20

BUSINESS

FILE NO-

5/29/20,  6/5/20,
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO-
20200004446

The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Essential Garbs,
2490 Kendall Drive, 105F, San Ber-
nardino, CA 92407, Stephanie N.
Griffin, 2490 Kendall Drive 105F,
San Bernardino, CA 92407

Business is Conducted By: An
Individual

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) T am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

s/ Stephanie Griffin

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 5/11/20

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
5/6/20

County Clerk, s/ V0956

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).

5/22/20, 5/29/20, 6/5/20,
6/12/20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME

STATEMENT  FILE = NO-
20200004071

The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: Chris Armen;
Chris Armen Real Estate and Fi-
nance, 8439 White Oak Ave Ste 102,
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730, Ar-
men C. Bagdasarian, 13126 Baxter
Springs Dr, Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91739

Business is Conducted By: An
Individual

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) T am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

s/ Armen Bagdasarian

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 4/24/20

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
3/10/14

County Clerk, s/ A9730

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
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the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).
5/22/20,
6/12/20

5/29/20,  6/5/20,

FBN 20200003990

The following person is do-
ing business as: ONTARIO SMOG
CHECK 10565 LIMONITE AV-
ENUE SUITE 5 MIRA LOMA, CA
91752  EMISSION WORLD LLC
1310 S RIVERSIDE AVE SUITE
3F-#133 RIALTO, CA 92376

Mailing Address: 630 W RI-
ALTO AVE UNIT B8 RIALTO CA
92376

CA CORPORATION
2020006510234

This Business is Conducted By:
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) T am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ BENJAMIN A LIZAMA

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 04/20/2020

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
N/A

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 5/15, 5/22/20,
5/29/20, 6/05/20 & 6/12/20.

FBN 20200003991

The following person is do-
ing business as: RIALTO SMOG
CHECK 630 W RIALTO AVE
UNIT B7 RIALTO CA 92376
EMISSION WORLD LLC 1310 S
RIVERSIDE AVE SUITE 3F-#133
RIALTO, CA 92376

Mailing Address: 630 W RI-
ALTO AVE UNIT B8 RIALTO CA
92376

CA CORPORATION
2020006510234

This Business is Conducted By:
A LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ BENJAMIN A LIZAMA

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 04/20/2020
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I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
N/A

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 5/15, 5/22/20,
5/29/20, 6/05/20 & 6/12/20.

FBN 20200003985

The following person is doing
business as: THE NORTH SHORE
INN 2402 LAKE DRIVE CRES-
TLINE, CA 92325 SANT&T IN-
VESTMENT INC 129 4TH ST EU-
REKA, CA 95501

Mailing Address: 19 FALLING
LEAF CIR POMONA, CA 91766

CA CORPORATION
C4250631

This Business is Conducted By:
A CORPORATION

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ SAYED FARID UDDIN

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 04/20/2020

T hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
N/A

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 5/15, 5/22/20,
5/29/20, 6/05/20 & 6/12/20.

FBN 20200004086

The following person is doing
business as: LGl PLUMBING &
DRAIN CLEANING 540 N. CEN-
TRAL AVE #5102 UPLAND, CA
91786 FELTON R LEAGONS 540
N. CENTRAL AVE #5102 UP-
LAND, CA 91786

This Business is Conducted By:
AN INDIVIDUAL

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that

entities
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all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/FELTON R LEAGONS

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 04/27/2020

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
N/A

County Clerk, Deputy

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 5/22/20,
5/29/20, 6/05/20 & 6/12/20.

FBN 20200004294

The following person is do-
ing business as: STRATTON BAIL
BONDS

6844 TIARA AVE HIGH-
LAND, CA 92346 MICHAEL
GUTIERREZ 6844 TIARA AVE
HIGHLAND, CA 92346 [and]
NANCY LOZANO 6844 TIARA
AVE HIGHLAND, CA 92346

Mailing Address: 31 W CIVIC
CENTER DRIVE SANTA ANA,
CA 92701

This Business is Conducted By:
A GENERAL PARTNERSHIP

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/MICHAEL GUTIERREZ

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/06/2020

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
04/28/2020

County Clerk, Deputy C9754

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 05/29, 06/05,
6/12 & 6/19, 2020.

FBN 20200004319

The following person is doing
business as: THE CUT SHOT 9153
LEMON AVE ALTA LOMA, CA
91701 TWILA KNIGHT POULIOT
9153 LEMON AVE ALTA LOMA,
CA 91701 [and] MATTHEW R
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POULIOT 9153 LEMON AVE
ALTA LOMA, CA 91701

This Business is Conducted By:
A MARRIED COUPLE

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

S/ TWILA KNIGHT POULIOT

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 05/06/2020

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
N/A

County Clerk, Deputy A8608

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-

no County Sentinel on 5/29/20,
6/05/20, 6/12/20 & 6/19/20.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO-
20200004235

The following person(s) is(are)
doing business as: New Line Net-
work, 16277 Montgomery Ave, Fon-
tana, CA 92336, Keytonn Alonso,
16277 Montgomery Ave, Fontana,
CA 92336

Business is Conducted By: An
Individual

Signed: BY SIGNING BELOW,
I DECLARE THAT ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THIS STATEMENT
IS TRUE AND CORRECT. A reg-
istrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to
be false, is guilty of a crime. (B&P
Code 17913) I am also aware that
all information on this statement
becomes Public Record upon filing.

s/ Keytonn Alonso

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of San Bernardino
on: 5/1/20

I hereby certify that this is a
correct copy of the original state-
ment on file in my office.

Began Transacting Business:
N/A

County Clerk, s/ A8608

NOTICE- This fictitious busi-
ness name statement expires five
years from the date it was filed in
the office of the county clerk. A new
fictitious business name statement
must be filed before that time. The
filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious name in violation of
the rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14400 et. Seq. Business & Profes-
sions Code).

Published in the San Bernardi-
no County Sentinel on 5/29/20,
6/5/20, 6/12/20, 6/19/20

els from his company’s
foundry in Adelanto
to San Bernardino on
Wednesday so it could
be previewed to San
Bernardino city and San
Bernardino County of-
ficials.

Duffield emphasized
that the shelters are not
intended as permanent
housing, but ones that
can be used for an ex-
tended period of time
by an individual or in-
dividuals, and then lend
themselves to being eas-
ily and quickly cleaned
and restored to a highly
sanitary state.

“They’re pretty inde-
structable,” he told the
Sentinel. “You can sani-
tize them by pressure
washing them inside and
out, air drying them, and
they are ready for the
next inhabitants.”

Though built to uni-
form specifications, they
can be varied in one
specific respect, that be-
ing the thickness of the
inner layer of insulation
between the two outer
layers of fiberglass in
the walls and roof. The
more substantial the in-
sulation, the better suit-
ed that structure would
be for use in either very
hot or very cold environ-
ments.

The structures come
with a single door which
can be locked from the
inside but which has
hinges on the outside so
that it can be removed
relatively quickly to give
emergency responders
an opportunity to get in-
side if that need arises.

Duffield said he be-
lieves the Safe Hut will
present municipal and

governmental
with two certain ad-
vantages in the effort to
bring homelessness un-
der control. In the first
instance, he said, cities
and local governments
are restricted under the
U.S. Supreme Court’s
Boise decision from
prohibiting elements of
the homeless population
from setting up living
quarters on sidewalks
and other public areas
unless that jurisdic-
tion provides alternative
shelter. The Safe Hut is
such an alternative, he
said. Secondly, local ju-
risdictions face not only
the challenges of creat-
ing livable sheltering for
the homeless but protests
from nearby residents or
businesses that object to
having an influx of the
destitute living or sub-

sisting right next to their
homes, professional of-
fices or shops. The Safe
Huts are not rooted to
any specific location, he
said, and can be moved
to an area far enough
removed from other sen-
sitive inhabitants of a
particular city or com-
munity that is working
toward eradicating the
problem of people living
out in the open on the
streets.

Duffield said that ide-
ally a Safe Hut or a clus-
ter of Safe Huts would
be located where utilities
such as electricity and
water are available.

Duffield said his com-
pany at the moment has
the capacity to churn out
two Safe Huts per day.

The State of Califor-
nia, counties and cit-
ies are the customers

he envisages serving,
Duffield said, indicat-
ing that he believes it is
the counties, with their
departments of behav-
ioral health, transitional
assistance and human
services that will likely
prove to be the most pro-
lific purchasers of the
Safe Hut.

On Wednesday, San
Bernardino City Coun-
cilman Jim  Mulvi-
hill was among those
who was present while
Duffield exhibited the
60-square foot model he
had hauled to Kendall
Plaza on a boat trailer.
Duffield was hoping that
later that day he would
be able to get San Ber-
nardino County Board
of Supervisors Chair-
man Curt Hagman and
current Fifth District

Continued on Page 11
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Federal Loan Will
Finance Water
Treatment Expan-
sion In Southwest
Corner Of The
County from front

page

isting facility at Region-
al Water Recycling Plant
#2 as the existing facility
will be within the Prado
floodplain once the Pra-
do Dam spillway height
is increased. The project
will meet all regulatory
requirements, utilize en-
ergy efficient equipment,
and continue to provide
recycled water to the ser-
vice area.

“The ongoing drought
conditions in the Inland
Empire and across Cali-
fornia make it more im-
portant than ever to en-
sure local water supplies
are reliable, safe and

clean,” said Congress-
woman Norma Torres.
“This $196 million water
infrastructure loan from
the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA)
will help the Inland Em-
pire Utilities Agency
expand its wastewater
treatment capacity. The
increase in local supply
means our community
will be less beholden
to outside sources, and
more water secure in the
years to come.”

“Our region knows all
too well the importance
of preparing for droughts
and investing in our wa-
ter infrastructure,” said
Congressman Pete Agui-
lar. “This funding will
help the Inland Empire
manage our water re-
sources wisely in order
to be better prepared for
dry years. As the vice
chair of the House Ap-

propriations ~ Commit-
tee, I'm proud to support
these types of invest-

ments in communities
like San Bernardino
County.”

“Not only will this
project provide residents
with an additional local
water supply, it will also
ensure the community
is more resilient against
periods of drought,” said
EPA Pacific Southwest
Regional Administrator
John Busterud. “Particu-
larly in arid areas like
San Bernardino County,
these infrastructure im-
provements will pay div-
idends decades into the
future.”

“The RP-5 Expan-
sion Project will expand
the treatment capacity
of the existing facility
to support the continued
growth in western San
Bernardino County, and

will meet all regulatory
requirements, utilize
energy efficient equip-
ment, and continue to
provide recycled wa-
ter to the service area,”
said IEUA Board Presi-
dent Kati Parker. “Since
2000, IEUA has been
able to leverage state and
federal partnerships to
help fund critical infra-
structure projects and
keep our wastewater
rates among the lowest
in Southern California.
The WIFIA loan will
continue our successful
federal partnership with
the EPA and provide 49
percent [of the project
cost] in low-interest fi-
nancing for the RP-5 Ex-
pansion Project.”

The project will cost
$450 million. EPA’s
Water Infrastructure Fi-
nance and Innovation
Act (WIFIA) loan will

finance 43.5 percent of
that figure—up to $196
million.  Additionally,
the California State Wa-
ter Board’s Clean Water
State Revolving Fund
will finance approxi-
mately $100 million.
The remaining project
funds will come from a
mix of borrower funds
and grants. The Water
Infrastructure  Finance
and Innovation Act loan
will save the Inland Em-
pire Utilities Agency
an estimated $153 mil-
lion compared to typical
bond financing. Project
construction and opera-
tion are expected to cre-
ate 1,280 jobs.
Established by the
Water Infrastructure Fi-
nance and Innovation
Act of 2014, the WIFIA
program is a federal loan
and guarantee program
administered by EPA.

WIFIA’s aim is to ac-
celerate investment in
the nation’s water infra-
structure by providing
long-term and low-cost
supplemental credit as-
sistance for regionally
and nationally signifi-
cant projects.

“Through the Water
Infrastructure  Finance
and Innovation Act, EPA
is playing a key role in
President Trump’s efforts
to improve and upgrade
our nation’s water infra-
structure in communi-
ties across the country,”
said EPA Administrator
Andrew Wheeler. “With
this transaction closing,
EPA has now issued 21
WIFIA loans totaling
$4.4 billion in credit as-
sistance to help finance
$9.8 billion for water
infrastructure  projects
while creating 21,000
jobs.”

Vote By Garcia’s One-Time Mortal Po-
litical Enemy To Preserve Her As Mayor
Has Much Of Victorville Convinced A
Underhanded Backroom Deal Was Cut

from page 6

and Rita. Anyone who
knows me knows that is
not true.”

She and Gomez won’t
be campaigning togeth-
er, she said.

“I’m not going to put
my name out there with
her,” Garcia said. “I'm
on the council with her.
That’s it. I'm not going
to get involved with her
or what she’s involved
in. 'm not going to al-
low anyone to smear me
at this point in my life.
I’'m trying to do the best
I can for the people of
Victorville. If there is
anyone who cares about
his city, it’s me. I don’t
know what people are
saying or speculating.
I'm just trying to work
with everyone to do the
best for the city. That is
where I’'m at, and I’m not
in an alliance with any-
one. I don’t know what
that woman does and,
truthfully, I don’t want
to know.”

It is his perception,
Cox said, that if there
is a ruling coalition
on the council at this
point, it involves Garcia,
Ramirez-Dean and Go-
mez. “They are in charge
now, and you can’t really
do anything about it,” he
said.

Cox said he believed it
would have been best for

the city to have lived up
to its tradition of chang-
ing mayors every two
years. He said the first ex-
tension of Garcia’s term
in 2016 came because
neither he nor anyone
else wanted to take the
responsibility  because
of the time demands the
ceremonial aspect of the
post imposed. Now that
the council has extended
Garcia to what is essen-
tially a six-year term,
Cox said he is bound to
accept that arrangement.

“My concern is what
is best for the commu-
nity, but we are required
to abide by certain ethi-
cal rules as elected of-
ficials,” he said. “You
swear to uphold the Con-
stitution. Under those
ethical rules, you are to
represent all of the peo-
ple and adopt the official
policy, even if it is con-
trary to your own wishes
or philosophy. You are
not supposed to vote in
your own best interest.
I subscribe to the belief
that once the council
votes, that is the official
position of the city, and |
feel compelled, whether
I agree or not, to carry
out that policy. I don’t
think you bring things
back over and over again
and try to change the
rules.”

As far as the epoch
shift that occurred on
December 3, Cox said,
‘No one knows what
happened. It was as if
they were enemies one
day and friends the next
or allies or whatever you
want to call it.”

In the final analysis,
it is not that important,
Cox said.

“I don’t think there is
any perceptible differ-
ence in the way the city
is being run,” he said. “I
think to someone sitting
in the audience, they see
what we are voting on
and how we are voting.
We are getting things
handled. Overall, we
are getting things done.
There used to be a lot of
argument. Blanca said
she was rooting out cor-
ruption she was able to
find, and she would re-
veal it when she found it.
I said, ‘If there is corrup-
tion, where is it? If there
is, let’s take it to the
grand jury. She always
hinted that there was
a problem, but I don’t
remember much in the
way of facts or proof. |
think maybe she decided
that since she is running
for reelection, and be-
cause Gloria is running
too, they thought they
should put their best foot
forward. If they kept at
each other’s throats they
both realized they might
not get reelected, that
the public was upset.
So, they made amends,
which is good because

it makes it better for the
city.”

Countering Gomez’s
detractors are her de-
fenders.

At the August 21, 2018
meeting at which the
council voted to rebuke
Gomez, Alejandra Diaz
said, “Maybe you both-
er so much with Blanca
Gomez because she asks
questions that nobody
wanted to ask. The ques-
tions bother all of you.
Why? Because you don’t
want to provide us with
the truth.”

The persisting per-
ception among at least
some Victorville and
High Desert residents is
that the December 3 vote
by Garcia, Gomez and
Ramirez-Dean was pre-
meditated and deliber-
ate, as well as staged to
appear impromptu. This
has led to a public out-
cry among some High
Desert residents charg-
ing Garcia, Gomez and
Ramirez-Dean with col-
lusion. Some High Des-
ert residents have alleged
that Ramirez-Dean does
not live in Victorville,
and that Garcia and Go-
mez are ignoring that re-
ality to preserve their re-
cently-forged coalition.
Garcia’s rapprochement
with Gomez is inexpli-
cable they say, consider-
ing that on February 6,
2018 Garcia suggested
that Gomez was a “crim-
inal on welfare” and that
the mayor on March 22,
2018 stated that she “felt

physically  threatened”
by Gomez. Part of the
current arrangement,

they claim, consists of
Garcia having handed
over power to Gomez,
whereas previously Go-
mez had no influence
whatsoever at Victor-
ville City Hall. They are
advocating that the Cali-
fornia Attorney General
initiate an investigation.

Ramirez-Dean could
not be reached.

Multiple phone, text
and email messages to
Gomez seeking her di-
rect input garnered no

response.
Sue Jones, Victor-
ville’s official spokes-

woman, told the Sentinel,
“I don’t have anything to
say on the matter.”

Sue Jones, who is no
blood relation to Coun-
cilwoman Jones, said,
“There is a lot of history
there,” but would not
acknowledge that there

had been any difficulty
in the past relationship
between Garcia and Go-
mez. Sue Jones claimed
to have no knowledge
of the August 21, 2018
council vote to confirm
then-Councilman Ken-
nedy’s motion to rebuke
Gomez, nor of the July
16, 2019 council meet-
ing from which Gomez
was removed from the
proceedings. She said
she was not in a posi-
tion to verify whether
those events had actu-
ally occurred. “I cannot
speak to that,” Sue Jones
said. “That would be bet-
ter addressed from the
councilmembers’  per-
spective. I’ll pass your
questions on to them.
That’s the best way to go.
Mayor Garcia was reap-
pointed and so was May-
or Pro Tem Ramirez.
That’s what we have.
That’s all I can say.”

AAA Septic Pumping

Residential & Commercial
Drain Lines Cleaned
24 Hour Emergency Service

"% em/,doqm are 700%

mte%ﬂ(%m

of your system. -Randy Scott, AAA

owner/operator.

(909) 682 7118

aaasepticpoump@gmail.com
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The
elfin (Callophrys
phon) is a North Ameri-
can butterfly within the

pine
ery-

western

Arthropoda phylum,
the Lepidoptera order,
the Lycaenidae family,

and the Callophrys ery-
phon species. It ranges
from British Columbia
east to Maine and south
to southern California,
Arizona, and New Mex-
ico. The wings are gen-
erally  reddish-brown.
The undersides of the
fore-wings and hind-
wings have very jagged
dark submarginal bands.
Males are brown and fe-
males are orange-brown,
with both having bold

County Wildlife Corner

Western Pine Elfin

dark bars with a lighter
chevron shaped margin.
The body is three quar-
ters of an inch to one and
seven-sixtyfourths of an
inch in length and has

no tail. The wing span
is typically one inch to
one-and-three-eighths
inches.

woods and evergreen
forests in the territo-
ry they inhabit. In the
northwest United States
they are found nesting
in lodgepole pines and
can be seen perched on
shrubs and smaller trees
while searching for food.
Males perch on shrubs
and small trees to look
for females. The western
pine elfin is seldom seen
outside its natural habi-
tat. They feed on flower

and clover. Caterpillars
feed on young needles
and catkins.

The chrysalids hiber-
nate and adults emerge
from the caterpillar hi-
bernation stage and have

female lays eggs on the
base of new pine needles.
Caterpillar hosts in-
clude the young needles
of hard pines including
lodgepole pine (Pinus
contorta), limber pine (P.
flexilis), and ponderosa
pine (P. ponderosa); and
possibly black spruce.
Adult food for these
butterflies consists pri-
marily of flower nectar.
These insects’ prefer
habitating in pine for-

the Theclinae subfam- patterned hind wings. These butterflies are nectar including wild one flight cycle from ests.
ily, the Callophrys genus Thetop ofthe wingshave found in natural pine blueberries, milkweed, March to June and the
Second Violent lot, crossing in front cedes at the same time front of Opmanis’s SUV. following the shooting, Shuey’s arrest last

Attack Involving
Shuey Precipitated
Opmanis’s Shoot-
ing Of Davis from
page 3

the external video shows
Opmanis talking to Nuno
and Johnny while they
are seated in Johnny’s
vehicle, which is parked
proximate to Opmanis’s
Mercedes. Johnny and
Nuno in their vehicle
drive out of the camera’s
field of view.

The external camera
shows Sammy Davis
emerging from the store
at 9:09 p.m., at which
point he lights a cigarette
and spots Opmanis. The
camera’s audio picks up
Davis yelling at Opma-
nis, “It’s on you, punk.”
At 9:10 p.m. on the ex-
ternal video, Opmanis
can be seen standing on
the running board of his
Mercedes and remain-
ing regardful of Davis,
Shuey and Codman.

At 9:11 p.m., the video
shows Johnny and Nuno
pull back into the park-
ing lot and park, lights
on, behind Opmanis’s
black Mercedes SUV.

Between 9:11:36 p.m.
and 9:11:44 p.m, Opma-
nis is outside his vehicle
looking in the direction
of the bikers. Shortly
thereafter, the audio on
the video captures the
sound of the three bik-
ers starting their mo-
tors. Between 9:12:06
pm. and 9:12:24 p.m.
the motorbikes’ engines
are rumbling loudly. Be-
tween 9:12:26 p.m. and
9:13:20 p.m., amidst rev-
ving motorcycle engines,
the bikers, with Shuey in
the lead, begin to move
out from the parking

of the Mercedes. As
they pass, Shuey can be
seen flipping Opmanis
off with his right hand,
which causes his mo-
torcycle to momentarily
swerve while he is mak-
ing the hand gesture.
This provokes Opmanis,
who responds by himself
flipping Shuey off and,
it appears, honking his
horn. Codman and Davis
honk back and turn hard
left to confront Opmanis,
who can be seen kicking
the shopping cart return
holder. Shuey briefly ex-
its the parking lot, but
then makes an immedi-
ate U-turn to return to
the parking lot, joining
Codman, who yet has
his helmet on and is in
a verbal exchange with
Opmanis. Sammy Davis
is at that point parked
near the rear of Opma-
nis’s Mercedes SUV.
Shuey pulls in and parks
in between Codman and
Davis, at the front of
Alex’s SUV. Between
9:13:20 p.m. and 9:13:28
p.m. on the video, Op-
manis is surrounded by
the three bikers. Opma-
nis is a few feet from the
driver’s door where he
was previously standing,
and it appears he is hav-
ing a loud and animated
exchange with Davis
and Codman as Shuey
has arrived. Davis dis-
mounts from his bike.
Between 9:13:28 p.m.
and 9:13:40 p.m., twelve
seconds are cut from the
video that was presented
to the court as evidence
during Opmanis’s pre-
liminary hearing. From
9:13:40 p.m. to 9:13:48
p-m., Shuey removes his
helmet, dismounts from
his bike, and approach-
es Opmanis. Davis is
at the rear of the Mer-

as Shuey takes off his
helmet and his jacket. He
then dismounts his bike.
Shuey, wearing a short-
sleeved black shirt and
jeans, and Davis, wear-
ing jeans and a short-
sleeved black shirt with
a large white graphic
on its front, are seen
on the video approach-
ing Opmanis, it appears
aggressively. Codman
remains on his motor-
cycle to the far right in
the video camera’s field.
Market patrons are scat-
tered about, with cars
coming and going and
other commotion. There
is a two second overlap
from the last to the next
video segment, which
runs form 9:13:46 p.m. to
9:13:56 p.m. In it, Shuey
is approaching Opmanis,
who is toward the rear
of the SUV and makes
his way back to the
front driver’s side door
that is open, as Sammy
Davis at first moves in
but then circles around
the back side of Shuey.
At that point, it appears
that the assault on Op-
manis begins, followed
by a crucial 12-second
gap in the video that was
presented as evidence
during Opmanis’s pre-
liminary hearing. When
the video resumes at
9:14:08 p.m., the physi-
cal altercation between
Opmanis and Davis is
in full swing more to-
ward the rear of the SUV
than the front. A shop-
ping cart or carts can be
heard rattling violently
in the shopping cart cor-
ral next to Opmanis’s ve-
hicle. Shuey approaches
the fight as Davis and
Opmanis appear to be
hunched over and strug-
gling. The fight between
them moves toward the

Shuey has his phone out
with its light engaged,
and appears to be video-
ing the fight. Two shots
are heard. Nuno gets out
of the passenger side of
Johnny’s wvehicle, still
parked behind Opma-
nis’s Mercedes SUV
with the lights on. Nuno
immediately returns to
the vehicle and Johnny
speeds off. Shuey runs
away and ducks behind
a parked car. Shuey is
crouching down approx-
imately eight to ten feet
away from where Davis
was shot, very close to
the SUV.

After the shooting,
between 9:14:30 and
9:15:00, Opmanis can be
heard attempting to sum-
mon help. “Someone call
an ambulance! Please
call for help,” Opmanis is
heard saying on the vid-
eo that was presented as
evidence during his pre-
liminary hearing. When
Opmanis produces his
phone to make a call and
Shuey begins moving to-
ward him, however, Op-
manis yells, “Get back!
Get Back!” and gestures
strongly to Shuey. Some-
one can be heard saying,
“He’s dying.” At that
point, Opmanis beck-
ons to Codman, “Shane!
Help! Shane, come help
me.” Shuey momentarily
crouches behind a ve-
hicle.

By 9:17 p.m., a wom-
an, later identified as an
off-duty nurse, is seen on
the video attempting to
administer to Davis. The
nurse later reported that
Davis reeked of alcohol.

Also by 9:17 p.m.,
Codman mounted his
bike and rode off.

Shuey, however re-
mained at the scene for
more than four minutes

at one point retrieving
something from Davis’s
person or next to him. He
then made a hand ges-
ture towards Opmanis,
put his helmet on, started
his motorcycle and rode
away at 9:18 p.m.

Opmanis, who was
originally  represented
by attorney Jeffrey Law-
rence, subsequently by
David Striker of the San
Bernardino County Pub-
lic Defender’s Office and
now by attorney Mark
Geragos, has pleaded not
guilty, asserting he was
acting in self defense.

Davis, too, had an ex-
tensive criminal record,
including a 2012 convic-
tion for burglary, a 2011
conviction for receiving
stolen property, a mis-
demeanor conviction for
public intoxication, and
a 2008 felony conviction
for burglary. Just prior
to the shooting, Davis
had been released from
prison after serving a
portion of a sentence for
assault.

week, on May 21, on
charges of burglary to-
gether with assault with
a deadly weapon result-
ing in great bodily injury
was made at 27115 State
Highway 189 in Blue
Jay by San Bernardino
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment deputies working
out of the Twin Peaks
sheriff’s substation

Shuey is yet facing
felony assault charges
stemming from a 2016
incident in which he se-
verely beat a security
guard, Pedro Chavez,
who was working the
grounds of the Lake Ar-
rowhead Marina at the
time. Shuey, who was
inebriated, assaulted
Chavez because he be-
lieved the security guard
was flirting with his girl-
friend.

It remains to be seen
whether Geragos will
be able to get the record
with regard to Shuey’s
repeated arrests for as-
sault into the record once
Opmanis’s trial begins.

Duffield’s Marijua-
na Related Venture
In The High Des-
ert Is Putting His
Political Career At
Risk

from page 9

Supervisor Josie Gon-
zales to look the model
over. The Fifth District
is where the highest con-
centration of homeless
are concentrated in San
Bernardino County.
Duffield said he be-
lieves there will be a
ready market for the
Safe Hut in Los Ange-
les County where some
60,000 of the State of
California’s  estimated

160,000 homeless popu-
lation are subsisting on
the streets, beneath street
and freeway underpass-
es, within parks and in
homeless encampments.

North of San Ber-
nardino, Duffield, some-
thing of a Renaissance
Man who holds nine pat-
ents, on the very same
day found himself under
fire in Adelanto.

In addition to his boat
and Safe Hut manufac-
turing concern in that
56-square-mile, 34,000
population city, Dufty
has branched out into
what is promising to be
California’s next entre-
preneurial gold mine,

Continued on Page 12
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Established As One Of Adelanto’s Cap-
tains Of Industry By Virtue Of His Suc-
cessful Boat Manufacturing Operation,
Duffield Now Seeing His Reputation In
Jeopardy After Wangling Two Marijuana
Business Permits Through The Graft
Tainted Pay-To-Play Cannabis-Business
Licensing Process At City Hall from page

8

that being the cultiva-
tion of marijuana and the
conversion of it into can-
nabis-based  products.
Duffield has managed
to obtain two permits/
licenses from the City of
Adelanto for marijuana-
based operations.

That, however, has
brought a surfeit of suspi-
cion and criticism down
upon Duffield, including
an incipient challenge
that carries with it the
potential that he will be
forced to resign from his
position on the Newport

Beach City Council.
That Duffield has
gravitated toward ex-

ploring profiting through
the commercialization of
marijuana in Adelanto is
not in itself startling. Ad-
elanto has become one of
the more aggressive mu-
nicipalities in California
in looking toward reju-
venating its local econ-
omy by exploiting the
legalization of medical
marijuana in California
that took place more than
two decades ago and the
more recent legalization
of marijuana in Califor-
nia for recreational pur-
poses. That change of
attitude in Adelanto is
a relatively recent one,
having come about only
within the last half dozen
years.

Following the 2014
election, in which Mayor
Rich Kerr and council-
men John Woodard and
Charley Glasper were
elected in a clean sweep
that saw then-Mayor
Kari Thomas and then-
councilmen Steve Bais-
den and Charles Valvo
ousted, Kerr and Wood-
ard joined forces with
Councilman  Jermaine
Wright in an initial effort
to permit the indoor cul-
tivation of medical mari-
juana to take place in the
city’s industrial zone.
Their stated rationale
was that the city, which
was in extremely poor
financial shape, could re-
juvenate itself economi-
cally by such a move.
That represented a de-
viation from past policy,
which matched that of
nearly all of the munici-

palities in San Bernardi-
no County, which was to
resist any involvement
with the commercial
availability of cannabis
or cannabis products,
even though the use of
marijuana for medical
purposes had been legal
in California in the af-
termath of the 1996 pas-
sage of Proposition 215,
the Compassionate Use
of Marijuana Act. While
some city employees
were philosophically and
ideologically opposed to
the direction Kerr, Wo-
odard and Wright were
purposed to take the city
in, some or even most
were willing to support
their agenda, insofar as
they were assured the
city was working within
the parameters of the
law. Over time, how-
ever, evidence emerged
that Wright, Woodard
and Kerr were involved
in helping applicants
for the cultivation busi-
nesses cut corners with
regard to the permitting,
licensing,  inspection,
operations and standards
for those businesses. It
also became evident that
at least some of those
business proponents
were providing induce-
ments to the trio in re-
turn for their efforts to
prevent city staff from
applying straightfor-
ward planning, land use
and regulatory require-
ments to those propos-
als and businesses. In
time, Kerr, Woodard and
Wright dropped all pre-
tense of being interested
only in seeing cultivation
enterprises flourish and
they pushed ahead with
allowing, first, medical
marijuana dispensaries
to be able set up shop
in the city and then, an-
ticipating the passage of
2016’s Proposition 64,
allowing the city to posi-
tion itself at the forefront
of selling marijuana for
recreational  purposes,
that is, allowing the drug
to be used not for its
medical but rather its in-
toxicative effect.

Thus, some high
ranking and mid-level
city employees decided
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to leave or were pushed
out from their posts, and
they elected to simply
move on. These included
longtime City Manager
Jim Hart, former City
Engineer/Public Works
Director/interim  City
Manager Tom Thornton,
former City Attorney
Todd Litfin, former City
Attorney Julia Sylva,
former City Attorney
Curtis Wright, former
City Attorney Ruben
Duran, former interim
City Manager Brad Let-
ner, and former contract
City Engineer Wilson
So.

While Kerr, Woodard
and Wright were pushing
their agenda, some city
employees pushed back,
refusing to suspend the
city’s planning, inspec-
tion or enforcement stan-
dards when it came to the
cannabis-related  busi-
nesses that Kerr, Wood-
ard and Wright had put
such a high priority upon
facilitating.

Kerr, Woodard and
Wright deemed such
resistance to be insub-
ordination, purposed as
they were to transform
Adelanto into the mari-
juana capital of Califor-
nia. They had several of
those resistant employ-
ees suspended, fired,
or suspended and then
fired. Even after Jer-
maine Wright was ar-
rested by the FBI in No-
vember 2017 for taking
a bribe in exchange for
agreeing to prevent an
applicant for a marijua-
na distribution business
from being closely mon-
itored and regulated by
the city’s code enforce-
ment division, Kerr and
Woodard did not desist,
pressing staff harder and
harder to accommodate
those seeking licensing
by suspending the regu-
lations and oversight the
city was supposed to
engage in as part of the
approval and licensing
processes. This entailed
further reprisals against
city employees when
they continued to resist
the mayor’s and council-
man’s directions.

Ultimately, Kerr and
Woodard were voted out
of office as the scandal
relating to what was per-
ceived to be their graft-
ridden relationships with
the cannabis industry
became too pronounced
for the city’s residents to
ignore.

More than a year after
Kerrand Woodard left of-

fice and they and Glasper
were replaced by Mayor
Gabriel Reyes, Coun-
cilwoman  Stevevonna
Evans and Councilman
Gerardo Hernandez,
all of whom to a lesser
or greater extent repre-
sented themselves as re-
formist candidates in the
2018 election campaign,
the City of Adelanto
has not abandoned Kerr,
Woodard and Wright’s
underlying game plan of
facilitating the establish-
ment of marijuana-based
enterprises.

At the same time, one
of the more unfortunate
features of the atmo-
sphere that accompanied
the Kerr regime’s domi-
nation of the city — the
specter of marijuana-
related entrepreneurs
securing licenses to op-
erate in the city through
payoffs while those seek-
ing licenses who do not
kick back to city officials
are unable to get permits
to operate — persists.
That reputation was
burnished by irregulari-
ties involving the city’s
code enforcement divi-
sion. Past and current
code enforcement of-
ficers have related mul-
tiple incidents in which
they were told to disen-
gage, back down, stand
down or hold off on car-
rying out inspections of
certain applicants for
cannabis-involved  op-
erations. The clear im-
plication was that those
businesses slipping out
from underneath of the
city’s regulation regime
were showing and are
continuing to show gen-
erosity toward the city’s
elected leadership.

At the same time, a
number of applicants for
marijuana-related or can-
nabis-related  business
licenses who maintain
they have not engaged
in generous outpourings
of largesse to city lead-
ers complain that they
have not been able to get
their businesses permit-
ted or licensed. In the
midst of this squawking,
those who have gotten li-
censes and permits have
fallen under suspicion,
with those on the outside
looking in using a very
broad brush to paint a
picture in which every-
one with a license to
grow, sell, process, pack-
age, alter or distribute
marijuana in Adelanto
is represented as having
engaged in questionable
if not outright illegal ac-

tivity. Wherever those
making those sugges-
tions of impropriety can,
they are lodging com-
plaints with either pros-
ecutorial authorities, law
enforcement agencies or

regulators.
Duffield has not es-
caped those efforts,

though no tangible evi-
dence to indicate he en-
gaged in anything illegal
has emerged. Neverthe-
less, as an elected offi-
cial, he is more vulner-
able than most others to
the crossfire someone in-
volved in the marijuana
business in Adelanto is
subjected to.

That is because the
California Department
of Cannabis Control has
adopted a set of regula-
tions that outright pro-
hibit an elected official in
California from getting
involved in the cannabis
business or marijuana
trade.

Under those regula-
tions, § 5005 bears the
subheading “Personnel
Prohibited from Hold-
ing Licenses.” Thereaf-
ter § 5005 states, “(a) A
license authorized by the
Act and issued by the
Bureau may not be held
by, or issued to, any per-
son holding office in, or
employed by, any agency
of the State of California
or any of its political sub-
divisions when the duties
of such person have to do
with the enforcement of
the Act or any other pe-
nal provisions of law of
this State prohibiting or
regulating the sale, use,
possession, transporta-
tion, distribution, test-
ing, manufacturing, or
cultivation of cannabis
goods.”

The  Sentinel has
learned that at least one
of the parties in Adelan-
to who have so far been
denied a permit to estab-
lish a marijuana-based
business has set sights on
Duffield, and is seeking
to have the California
Department of Cannabis
Control and the Newport
Beach City Attorney
bring their authority to
bear on Duffield to make
a determination that he
is improperly in posses-
sion of both of the mar-
jjuana-based  business
permits issued to him
by the City of Adelanto.
It is not entirely clear
whether the intention of
those notifications of the
circumstances is to have
the city revoke Duffield’s
permits or have the State
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of California and the
City of Newport Beach
remove Duffield as a
council member.

The Sentinel made
repeated phone calls to
Newport Beach City At-
torney Aaron C. Harp,
Newport Beach As-
sistant City Attorney
Yolanda Summerhill and
Newport Beach’s three
deputy city attorneys,
Armeen Komili, Anita
Lakhani and Joseph
Meeks, in which the spe-
cifics of Duffield’s pos-
session of licenses issued
by the city of Adelanto
along with § 5005 of the
California Department
of Cannabis Control’s
regulations were refer-
enced. Neither Harp,
nor Summerhill, nor
Komeili, nor Lakhani
nor Meeks responded to
those inquiries by press
time.

On Wednesday, Duft-
ield told the Sentinel,
“I'm not growing any
marijuana.”

He said that he had
obtained the two licens-
es, which pertain to the
distribution of marijuana
and are tied to the 17260
Muskrat Avenue prop-
erty in Adelanto where
he has the Dufty Electric
Boat Company opera-
tion, because he is look-
ing to sell the property.

Duffield  explained
that he is considering
moving his boat manu-
facturing operation to
Utah because the cost of
housing in California is
so high that many of his
employees are unable to
purchase homes. He said
they will be able to pur-
chase residential prop-
erties in Utah. He said
that in recent months
and years, his sale of
boats in California has
decreased, and more and
more of his oceangoing
vessels are being pur-
chased in Florida. His
boats are transported
from their place of man-
ufacture to the ocean by
rail, and he said he will
thus save rather than lose
money in shipping to
Florida from Utah rather
than California.

“l have [marijuana-
based] business licenses
in Adelanto, but I’'m not
using them,” Dulffield
said. “I'm looking to
maximize the price I can
get for the property when
I sell it, and that’s why I
obtained those permits.”

-Mark Gutglueck



