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Kid Gloves Handling Of Postmus Threatens California Charter Prosecution

Mike Fermin

By Mark Gutglueck
More than seven-and-

a-half years after the 
San Bernardino County 
District Attorney’s Of-
fice filed charges against 
Charles Steven Cox and 
former Hesperia Mayor 
Tad Honeycutt in what 
is alleged to have been 
the worst criminal ex-
ploitation of the charter 
school system in Cali-
fornia ever, the case has 

yet to go to trial. Cox and 
Honeycutt stand accused 

of having diverted pub-
lic money intended to 
carry out the educational 
mission to enrich them-
selves, and thereby abus-
ing the trust of the par-
ents of students who last 
decade opted to make use 
of the innovative charter 
school approach in edu-
cating their children. In 
large measure the pros-
ecution of Cox and Hon-
eycutt has been delayed 

because the anticipated 
cross examining of a key 

witness in the matter, 
former San Bernardino 
County Supervisor/As-
sessor Bill Postmus, 
could prove problematic 
for the district attorney’s 
office in its prosecution 
of an even higher pro-
file criminal matter, the 
Colonies Lawsuit Settle-
ment Public Corruption 
Prosecution. 

The revelation of po-
litical deals, 

San Bernardino 
County will increase the 
number of its incorporat-
ed municipalities to 25 
under the latest proposal 
relating to unifying the 
communities around 
Lake Arrowhead in the 
San Bernardino Moun-
tains. 

In response to incor-
poration sentiment in 
the mountain region, the 
San Bernardino County 

Local Agency Formation 
Commission has com-
missioned Santa Ana-
based Rosenow Speva-
cek Group Inc. to weigh 
in on the feasibility of 
unifying the unincor-
porated communities of 
Lake Arrowhead, Cres-
tline, Running Springs, 
Arrowbear, Green Val-
ley Lake, Skyforest, Rim 
Forest, Twin Peaks, Blue 
Jay and Cedar Glen into 

a single 40-square mile 
city.

There have been 
previous efforts to in-
corporate Lake Arrow-
head, which is the most 
economically vital of the 
area’s towns. None of 
those reached fruition. 

An impetus driving 
the current effort is the 
proliferation of sober-
living homes and drug-
rehabilitation centers in 

the communities, result-
ing in tension within the 
neighborhoods where 
those facilities are locat-
ed. Many area residents 
have expressed the belief 
that the board of super-
visors, none of whose 
members live in the San 
Bernardino Mountains, 
had any sensitivity to 
the issue. Moreover, they 
say, the county’s permit-
ting and regulation of 

the drug rehab facilities 
is lax. It is the belief of 
some that a newly cre-
ated city would be able 
to take command of land 
use policy and zoning to 
either prohibit or signifi-
cantly limit such busi-
nesses and residential 
facilities in the area.

Rosenow Spevacek’s 
focus will not pertain 
to land use policies, but 
the nuts-and-

With the number of its 
international passengers 
on the upswing, Ontario 
International Airport 
saw an increase of slight-
ly over one-half percent 
for overall traffic totals 
in February.

The increase of 0.55 
percent over February 
of last year was posi-
tive news for the air-
port, even though do-
mestic travel from the 
aerodrome dropped off 
slightly and its numbers 
were bettered by rival 
Los Angeles Internation-
al Airport, where travel 
was  up 3.87 percent for 
the same period.

Both Los Angeles In-
ternational and Ontario 
Airport are owned and 
operated by Los Angeles 
World Airports, the cor-
porate arm of the city of 
Los Angeles Department 
of Airports. In 1967, the 
city of Ontario entered 
into a joint operating 
agreement with the city 
of Los Angeles for man-
agement of the airport. 
In 1985, Ontario deeded 
Ontario Airport to Los 
Angeles. Under Los An-
geles’ management and 
ownership, ridership at 
Ontario Airport steadily 
increased, from 200,000 
passengers passing 
through its gates in 1967 
to 7.2 million passengers 
in 2007. But passenger 
totals at the airport have 
dipped to around 4 mil-
lion per year since then, 
and Ontario, rethinking 
its arrangement with the 
larger city, sued to Los 
Angeles in 2013 in an 
effort to regain owner-
ship and control of the 
airport. 

Ontario officials say 
Los Angeles is purpose-
fully mismanaging On-
tario Airport to increase 
ridership at Los Angeles 
International Airport. 
Los Angeles of-

Ontario’s Yangtze 
Restaurant, a landmark 
business on Euclid Av-
enue since 1961, has 
closed. 

It was operated by 
the Gin family, whose 
matriarch Edna was still 
participating in food 
preparation at the age of 
91 on the day of its clos-
ing, March 30. Gin and 
her husband Ray opened 
the restaurant on April 
22, 1961.

A quintessential Chi-
nese restaurant with ex-

cellent pork and shrimp 
chop suey, it was appre-
ciated by three genera-
tions of residents of the 
Inland Empire. It was lo-
cated on the ground floor 
of the three-story Conti-
nental Hotel building at 
126 N. Euclid Avenue, 
next to what had been a 
United Artists theatre in 
the 1960s. 

Though it never lost 
its popularity with Chi-
nese food aficionados, 
the restaurant never re-
gained the position it 

once held as the premier 
such establishment in the 
Inland Empire after the 
Montclair Plaza opened 
in 1968, drawing away 
business from downtown 
Ontario.  Things wors-
ened with the advent of 
the Ontario Mills, The 
Shoppes in Chino Hills 
and Victoria Gardens in 
Rancho Cucamonga. 

The closing is the 
second disappointment 
for ethnic cuisine lovers 
in Ontario in two years. 
Ramon’s Cac-

Maestro Jon Robert-
son will lead the Red-
lands Symphony in a 
concert featuring the 
works of Beethoven and 
Mozart on Saturday, 
April 11, in the Memori-
al Chapel on the campus 
of the University of Red-
lands. Noted pianist Ro-
berta Rust will perform 
Mozart’s Piano Con-
certo No. 23 in A major 
as part of the program. 
The concert begins at 8 

p.m., with doors open 
at 7 p.m. Maestro Rob-
ertson will discuss the 
program in a pre-concert 
talk that begins at 7:15 
p.m. Single tickets for 
the concert start at $15. 
The complete program 
for the concert includes 
the Coriolan Overture by 
Ludwig van Beethoven, 
Mozart's Piano Con-
certo No. 23 in A major, 
K. 488, performed by 
Rust, and Beethoven’s 

Symphony No. 3 Eroica 
in E-flat major, op. 55. 
“This will be an evening 
of majestic music from 
two of the world’s great-
est and most popular 
composers,” said Mae-
stro Robertson. “And 
I’m especially excited to 
have Roberta Rust here 
to perform for our Red-
lands audience. She is an 
extremely talented per-
former who I know will 
bring her own special in-

terpretation to the piece 
by Mozart.” Roberta 
Rust has concertized to 

critical acclaim around 
the globe since her debut 
as soloist with the Hous-
ton Symphony at age 
sixteen and as recitalist 
at Weill Recital Hall at 
Carnegie Hall. The New 
York Times hailed her 
as “a powerhouse of a 
pianist – one who com-
bines an almost frighten-
ing fervor and intensity 
with impeccable tech-
nique and spartan con-
trol.” Her many 

Redlands High School 
Wrestling Coach Mario 
Estrada, who oversaw 
the Terrier grappling 
team for four years, has 
been removed from that 
position. 

At least two parents 
were critical of his over-
ly aggressive approach, 
which included free 
wrestling matchups dur-
ing practice, in which he 
himself sometimes par-
ticipated. 

During one of those 

sessions on February 
10, he slammed Ernesto 
Guzman, a senior on the 
team who wrestled in 
the 145 pound class, to 
the mat. Guzman, it was 
later learned, sustained a 
concussion. 

A complaint regard-
ing Estrada was made to 
High Athletic Director 
Ken Morse on  February 
16.  Subsequently, the 
Redlands Police Depart-
ment was contacted. 

The high 
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payoffs, graft and cor-
ruption that are part and 
parcel of the California 
Charter Academy Case 
involving Cox and Hon-
eycutt, including the de-
gree to which Postmus’ 
political status at the 
county level in 2007 in-
sulated him from being 
charged by prosecutors 
for his role in compro-
mising the charter school 
program for profit and 
benefit, would not only 
lessen Postmus’ cred-
ibility as a witness in the 
Colonies case, it would 
raise questions about the 
degree to which the dis-
trict attorney’s office has 
allowed political consid-
erations to influence its 
prosecutorial function. 
Defense attorneys han-
dling the Colonies case 
have already asserted 
that the prosecution of 
the defendants in that 
case is politically moti-

vated. 
Meanwhile, the delay 

in prosecuting Cox and 
Honeycutt is complicat-
ing efforts by charter 
school reform advocacy 
groups to have the state 
legislature enact laws 
that will prevent the 
type of abuses that were 
rampant in the way the 
now-shuttered Califor-
nia Charter Academy 
operated and which yet 
mar other charter school 
operations. 

The California Char-
ter Academy, which was 
founded in 2000 by Cox, 
a former insurance ex-
ecutive, in short order 
grew into the largest 
charter school operator 
in California, with mul-
tiple campuses located 
throughout the state.

Cox chartered the first 
academy under the aus-
pices of the Snowline-
Joint Unified School 
District, which exists in 
the High Desert com-
munities of Phelan and 
Pinon Hills. He then 
utilized the enthusiasm 
garnered from that for-
mation to get Snowline 

to charter a second acad-
emy. In so doing, Cox 
made large donations 
to Bill Postmus, whom 
he had established as a 
charter academy board 
member and who,  in 
2000, was running for 
San Bernardino County 
First District supervisor. 
Cox also provided Post-
mus’ father, who was a 
member of the Snowline 
School District Board 
of Trustees that spon-
sored the two  California 
Charter Academy char-
ter schools and is  also 
named Bill, with a posi-
tion as a teacher at one 
of the charter schools, 
instructing “leadership.” 
Cox then obtained two 
more charter sponsor-
ships, one from the Or-
ange School District in 
Orange County, and one 
from the Oro Grande 
School District, locat-
ed in San Bernardino 
County’s High Desert.

The California Edu-
cation Code provides for 
the formation of charter 
schools under the aegis 
of a sponsoring local 
school district. Charter 

schools function outside 
the normal parameters of 
normal schools and can 
offer a curriculum and 
educational smorgasbord 
unavailable in tradition-
al public schools while 
meeting the require-
ments of both special 
needs students and ac-
celerated scholars. 

Simultaneous to his 
founding of the non-
profit California Charter 
Academy, Cox created 
Educational Adminis-
trative Services Corpo-
ration, a for-profit com-
pany which was then 
hired by all four charter 
schools to manage the 
day-to-day operations 
of the charter schools 
and provide academic 
supplies such as books, 
paper, pens, pencils, 
desks, chairs, projectors, 
computers, etc. The rates 
charged by Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation reflected 
in the billings were in-
flated. In some cases, 
educational materials 
that were paid for by 
the charter schools were 
never delivered.

Cox hired one of 
Postmus’ political asso-
ciates, Tad Honeycutt, 
who later successfully 
ran for a position on the 
Hesperia City Council, 
to work with the Califor-
nia Charter Academy. In 
turn, Honeycutt created 
his own set of compa-
nies, Maniaque Enter-
prises and Everything 
For Schools, which like 
Educational Administra-
tive Services Corpora-
tion delivered education-
al materials and services 
to the non-profit charter 
schools at a profit.

By 2003, teachers at 
several of the schools 
were going public with 
accounts of how stu-
dents’ educations were 
being neglected and 
books and other educa-
tional materials were not 
being provided. In 2004, 
the superintendent of 
the California Depart-
ment of Education, Jack 
O’Connell, launched 
an investigative audit 
into California Char-
ter Academy, alleging 
financial irregularities. 
In August 2004, four 
years after California 
Charter Academy’s cre-
ation, it ceased opera-
tions abruptly, throwing 
teachers out of work 
and forcing students to 
hurriedly matriculate 
back into public schools, 
which were overbur-
dened by the influx of 
unexpected numbers of 
students. The California 
Charter Academy’s re-
cords and books were in 
utter chaos. Student tran-
scripts requested by the 
sponsoring districts were 
found to be incomplete 
or entirely unavailable. 
The California Charter 
Academy’s creditors and 
landlords in many cases 
made off with the acad-
emy’s assets.

On April 14, 2005, 
MGT of America, an 
auditing firm hired by 
the California Depart-
ment of Education, and 
the state’s Fiscal Crisis 
and Management Team 
released their joint fi-
nancial audit of Califor-
nia Charter Academy, 
showing $23 million in 
taxpayer money paid to 
the private management 
company Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation was misap-
propriated. Among the 
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Observations from a 
Decidedly Continental 
Perspective 

By Count Friedrich 
von Olsen 

The Count’s views do not necessarily reflect those of 
the Sentinel, its ownership, its publisher or editors.

bolts practicality of the 
economic viability of the 
specified communities 
coalescing into a single 
unit, and whether the 
revenue to be generated 
tax-wise and assessment-
wise from within the 
proposed boundaries 
would sustain the cost of 
providing standard mu-
nicipal services. 

The area in question 
is on the western side 
of the San Bernardino 
Mountains, within the 
county’s Second Super-
visorial District. After 
the 2010 Census, a por-
tion of what had been 
the Third Superviso-
rial District, which pre-
viously contained the 
lion’s share of the San 
Bernardino Mountains, 
was moved into the Sec-
ond District. The San 
Bernardino Mountains 
currently boast a single 

incorporated city, Big 
Bear, which lies on the 
eastern side of the moun-
tains in the Third Dis-
trict. Big Bear, with a 
population of 5,124 is the 
county’s second smallest 
city. 

If Lake Arrowhead, 
Crestline, Running 
Springs, Arrowbear, 
Green Valley Lake, 
Skyforest, Rim Forest, 
Twin Peaks, Blue Jay 
and Cedar Glen were to 
be consolidated into a 
single city, the popula-
tion in that municipal-
ity would total at least 
30,327, making it larger 
than Needles, Big Bear, 
Grand Terrace, Yucca 
Valley, Loma Linda, 
Barstow and Twentynine 
Palms, such that it would 
be the seventeenth larg-
est and eighth smallest 
of what would then be 
the county’s 25 cities. 

Normally, I rely upon three methods of stirring 
up information for this column. I might have my 
chauffer, Anthony, trot out the Bentley for a sojourn 
down the mountain so I can burn some shoe leath-
er padding about – at my age I can no longer dash 
– in the halls of justice or administration or have a 
face-to-face meeting with a solicitor or official in 
the know of the various goings-on in this gigantic 
county. Or I will task my butler, Hudson, to troll the 
worldwide web for this tidbit or that, so I can then 
use that as the thread with which I might embroider 
my narrative. Or I might simply take up my place 
at my desk and then serve in the capacity of a mad 
dervish phone jockey and shake something or other 
loose from whoever it is who will stay on the phone 
with me long enough to make some headway…

This last weekend, however, I needed to do none of 
that. Rather, I merely had to wander off the grounds 
surrounding the chalet and step with my spindly legs 
the half mile or so to Arrowhead Resort, where the 
San Bernardino County’s Annual City County Con-
ference was held…

For a time, what I encountered were presentations 
on mundane topics of no conceivable interest to any-
one and I feared my hike had been for naught. I was 
on the verge of slipping into Bin 189 to order up a 
Bloody Mary to fortify myself  with the endurance 
to retrace my steps back to the chalet.  But then I 
heard something that caused my ears to prick up and 
provide me with the fodder to fill this column with 
something lively…

Being openly discussed was the latest connivance 
the bureaucrats in Sacramento have come up with to 
fleece the taxpaying residents of the Golden State. 
I give you, good reader, warning that this is going 
to outrage you, but please, do not cast away or tear 
up the Sentinel in disgust, but keep reading, as I am 
merely the messenger here, attempting to give you 
the low down on what elements of your own govern-
ment are plotting and not in any way endorsing this 
larcenous scheme…

It seems that state officials do not believe the gas 
tax we Californians are paying is enough. Never 
mind that we are already hit with the highest such tax 
in all of the USA’s fifty states. More money is needed 
to construct roads and highways, build and repair 
bridges and plug some 3,750,000 potholes. How do 
they plan to do this? They want to charge you for 
every mile you drive. The figure I heard quoted was 
one-and-a-half cents per mile...

None of this is set in stone, of course, but appar-
ently the idea is to try this out as some kind of a “pi-
lot program,” presumably in some isolated area or 
maybe some backwater county, and see if it works. 
Once it is demonstrated on a smaller scale, it is to 
be put into effect statewide, state officials hope, by 
2019…

There are two things at play here. The way this 
is going to be promoted is that this program will 
generate revenue for our ailing transportation sys-
tem and will simply be a modest use fee to offset the 
wear and tear we all are responsible for as a result 
of our reliance on the internal combustion engine. 

remarkable recordings 
feature music of De-
bussy, Haydn, Villa-
Lobos, Prokofiev, and 
contemporary American 
composers. Solo recitals 
include performances 
at Sala Cecilia Meire-
les (Rio de Janeiro), 
Merkin Concert Hall 
(NY), Corcoran Gal-
lery (Washington, DC), 
and KNUA Hall (Seoul). 
Rust has played with the 
Lark, Ying, and Amer-
net String Quartets, 

and her festival appear-
ances include OPUS-
FEST (Philippines), 
Palm Beach Chamber 
Music Festival, Festival 
Miami, Beethoven Fes-
tival (Oyster Bay), and 
La Gesse (France). She 
has performed as soloist 
with numerous orches-
tras including the New 
Philharmonic, Philip-
pine Philharmonic, Boca 
Raton Symphonia, the 
New World Symphony, 
and orchestras in Latin 
America. Born in Texas 
of American Indian an-
cestry, Rust studied at the 
Peabody Conservatory, 

graduated “summa cum 
laude” from the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, 
and received performer’s 
certificates in piano and 
German Lieder from the 
Mozarteum in Salzburg, 
Austria. She earned her 
master’s degree at the 
Manhattan School of 
Music and her doctor-
ate at the University of 
Miami. Her teachers in-
cluded Ivan Davis, Artur 
Balsam, John Perry, and 
Phillip Evans, and mas-
ter class studies were 
with Gary Graffman, 
Leon Fleisher, and Carlo 
Zecchi. She served as 
Artistic Ambassador for 
the U.S., was awarded a 
major NEA grant, and 
also received recogni-
tion and prizes from the 
OAS, National Society 
of Arts & Letters, and 
International Concours 
de Fortepiano (Paris). In 
addition, she is a music 

critic for Clavier Com-
panion Magazine.

The sponsor for the 
April concert is Majestic 
Realty. Single tickets for 
the concert are available 
at the door and online at 
www.redlandssympho-
ny.com. Tickets can also 
be purchased by calling 
the box office at 909-
748-8018.

Redlands Sym-
phony Season Fi-
nale from front page

tus Patch, which was 
located at 647 West Cali-
fornia Street, shuttered 
in April 2013. 

 Just as at the Yangtze, 
in the case of the Cactus 
Patch, its founder, Ra-
mon Sanchez, who was 
then 99, was present at 
the closure.

school conducted an in-
quiry into the matter and 
the police department car-
ried out an investigation.

Members of the team 
and the assistant coaches 
were questioned, and on 
balance they said that Es-

trada, though spirited 
and intense in his ap-
proach, did not go be-
yond the pall in what is 
recognized as a rough 
contact sport. 

 The police depart-
ment concluded that 
there was no criminal 
culpability on Estrada’s 
part. 

The high school ad-
ministration learned that 

on occasion Estrada had 
used profanity around 
his charges and had not 
been diligent in insisting 
the wrestlers wear head-
gear, which was deemed 
a lapse in safety proto-
col.

In what assistant prin-
cipal Chris A. Ruhm 
said was an appropriate 
response, Estrada was 

relieved from his post.
That change was 

reflected on the high 
school’s website, on 
which the roster of ath-
letic coaches shows a 
blank slot for the school’s 
wrestling coach.

Redlands Wres-
tling Coach Dis-
missed from front 
page
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findings were that Cox 
had hired several of his 
family members into 
what were essentially 
do-nothing clerical and 
non-productive admin-
istrative positions, that 
Cox, his family mem-
bers, other Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation and Char-
ter Academy employees, 
and Honeycutt were pro-
vided with luxury auto-
mobiles, and that among 
the expenses accumu-
lated by the Charter 
Academy were accom-
modations in Las Vegas, 
at Disneyland and the 
Disneyland Hotel, studio 
musical recording equip-
ment, spa visits, fishing 
trips and jet skis.

The audit alleged mul-
tiple conflict-of-interest 
violations, the improper 
conversion of private 
schools to public charter 
schools, and the falsifi-
cation of documents and 
claims to receive public 
funds

“The magnitude of 
waste of precious edu-
cation funds outlined in 
the audit was appalling,” 
said O’Connell.

In late July 2007, pub-
lic officials, including 
Bill Postmus, who had 
departed as First District 
supervisor after being 
elected county assessor 
in 2006;  Postmus’ chief 
of staff and successor as 
supervisor, Brad Mitzel-
felt; Tad Honeycutt; Vic-
torville councilwoman 
and charter school advo-
cate JoAnn Almond and 
Hesperia School Dis-
trict board member Eric 
Swanson, who was one 
of Honeycutt and Post-
mus’ political associates 
and whose company had 
billed Educational Ad-
ministrative Services 
Corporation/California 
Charter Academy for 
over $450,000 in com-
puter equipment that 
could not be located, 
were subpoenaed as wit-
nesses to speak on the 
matter before a special 
grand jury convened 
by the San Bernardino 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office.

On September 4, 

Cox and Honeycutt were 
indicted on a total of 147 
counts, including fraud, 
misappropriation of pub-
lic funds and grand theft. 
Cox’s bail was set at $1 
million dollars, while 
Honeycutt’s was logged 
at $500,000. Both were 
able to post bail. Law en-
forcement officials froze 
their assets, but little of 
the missing money that 
officials thought might 
be recovered was present 
in their accounts in local 
banking institutions. It 
is known that Honeycutt 
had made multiple trips 
to Vanuatu, Spain and 
Argentina in the early 
and mid-2000s. Some of 
the taxpayer money pro-
vided to the California 
Charter Academy was 
used to fund lawsuits 
brought by Cox and Ed-
ucational Administrative 
Services Corporation 
against public entities. In 
one case, Cox and EASC 
filed suit against the 
California Department 
of Education, contend-
ing the state had illegally 
withheld funding from 
the California Charter 
Academy. Cox and Edu-
cational Administrative 
Services Corporation did 
not prevail in that suit. 
Cox brought another un-
successful lawsuit alleg-
ing impropriety and po-
litical motivation on the 
part of public officials 
whose actions led to the 
closure of the California 
Charter Academy.

At the time Cox and 
Honeycutt were indicted, 
the expectation of many, 
including employees at 
the academy and those 
associated with Cox, was 
that Postmus, too, would 
be indicted. Many said 
so openly. According to 
Christopher Casey, who 

had been hired by Cox 
to run one of the acade-
my’s vocational schools, 
it was his understanding 
that the California Char-
ter Academy had three 
owners: Cox, Honeycutt 
and Postmus. Initially, 
according to Casey, Bill 
Postmus’ father, a for-
mer Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department 
lieutenant who taught 
and ran the academy’s 
leadership curriculum, 
was active in setting up 
the school with Cox, 
but was eventually aced 
out of any control of the 
overall operation. 

"Steven Cox started 
out as if he was inter-
ested in improving edu-
cation,” Casey said. "But 
he saw those millions of 
dollars coming in and 
he changed. There were 
three owners: Cox, Hon-
eycutt, junior not senior 
[i.e. Tad Honeycutt], and 
Postmus, junior not se-
nior. There was later a 
power struggle between 
Cox and Postmus, se-
nior. Bill Postmus, ju-
nior pulled the political 
strings. I saw him as dis-
honest and not interested 
at all in education but in 
exploiting the academy 
for whatever it offered 
him in the way of status 
as one of the board of 
directors’ members or 
the money that could be 
taken out of it for politi-
cal and other purposes.

"Tad talked up the 

charter school idea to 
get more students and 
more schools, telling ev-
eryone charter schools 
were dedicated to bet-
ter education," Casey 
continued. "But when it 

a mirage so no one could 
see them. They found a 
loophole in the state law 
and got away with a lot 
of money. A lot of mon-
ey came in and nothing 
went into the facilities."

He directly experi-
enced Postmus' attempt 
to use the charter acad-
emy to profit his family 
at the expense of the stu-
dents, Casey said.

"I was hired as a di-
rector of a construction 
school in San Bernardi-
no," Casey said. "I was 
forced to hire Postmus's 
brother-in-law. He didn't 
even have a two-year as-
sociate's degree. There 
is a tremendous problem 
with that. Books were 
never provided."

Continuing, Casey 
said, "With my own 
money - my credit card 
- I set up a home build-
ers school in San Ber-
nardino. I had thirty or 
forty students signed up. 
We had the class sched-
ule set and I couldn't get 
books. I was working 
with Jim Melton. I asked. 
We never got one book. I 
pleaded for the books. I 
didn't see any results. I 
couldn't get books. They 
weren't focused on that. I 
said to them, 'These are 
the texts I need.' I asked 
them to provide resourc-
es. They never did. They 
just prolonged it and pro-
longed it and put it off. I 
started the school hoping 
they would be seriously 

focused on education, 
but when I found out 
what they were really 
doing I lost heart and got 
out of it."

It was dishonest and 

2007, Honeycutt and 
Cox were arrested after 
being indicted by that 
special grand jury for 
their alleged roles in the 
collapse of the Califor-
nia Charter Academy. 

turned into just a mon-
ey-making venture, Tad 
didn't have the personal-
ity or character to handle 
it and he just went along 
with everything Cox was 
doing."

The California Char-
ter Academy fell crucial-
ly short in the provision 
of key educational mate-
rials, Casey said, as Cox, 
Postmus and Honeycutt 
plundered it. Instead of 
being dedicated to edu-
cation, the schools were 
used to enrich those run-
ning them, Casey said. 

"Cox put his family 
next to the pig trough 
and fed them as best he 
could," Casey said. "Peo-
ple I was forced to hire 
didn't have credentials. 
They were only inter-
ested in making money 
and projecting figures. 
Cox and Honeycutt and 
Postmus did some terri-
ble things. They created 

reprehensible, Casey 
said. "A lot of money 
went into it," he said. 
"They had a tremendous 
opportunity and instead 
they just used it to take 
money out of it. They 
had some outstanding 
people who wanted to do 
the job but their hands 
were tied." Part of Cox's 
formula, Casey said, was 
to "get heavy into poli-
tics. [Former California 
Assemblyman]Keith Ol-
berg went to work for 
the California Charter 
Academy. Bill Postmus 
was their major political 
asset."

In 2007, Bill Postmus 
was riding high. In his 
last two years as First 
District county super-
visor, Postmus had ac-
ceded to the board chair-
man’s position. Almost 
simultaneously, he had 
become the chairman 

Tad Honeycutt Mike Ramos
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of the San Bernardino 
County Republican Cen-
tral Committee. In 2005, 
he had consolidated 
his power, redrafting 
the central committee’s 
charter to give its so-
called executive com-
mittee, which included 
himself and was com-
posed almost entirely of 
his closest associates and 
office employees, vir-
tual dictatorial power. In 
this way he had control 
over Republican Party 
endorsements and the 
delivery of GOP mon-
ey to those candidates 
for political campaign-
ing purposes. In 2006, 
with two years left on 
his second term as su-
pervisor, Postmus ran 
successfully for county 
assessor against the in-
cumbent, Donald Wil-
liamson. He was sworn 
into that office the first 
week of January 2007, 

and Brad Mitzelfelt, who 
had been Postmus’ chief 
of staff during the entire 
time he had been super-
visor, was appointed as 
his handpicked succes-
sor to serve out the last 
two years on his term as 
supervisor. As assessor, 
Postmus was San Ber-
nardino County’s fore-
most taxing authority. At 
that point he bestrode the 
political landscape like a 
Colossus. 

In September 2007, 
when events overtook 
Cox, one of Postmus’ 
major political benefac-
tors, and Honeycutt, one 
of his closest political 
associates, Postmus was 
able to steamroll his way 
over that bump in the 
road. The district attor-
ney’s office, which had 
information churned up 
by California Depart-
ment of Education in-
vestigators as well as in-
vestigators from its own 
staff to indicate Postmus 
was heavily involved in 
looting the California 
Charter Academy, elect-
ed not seek an indict-
ment of Postmus, though 
he was among those 

called before the grand 
jury two months before 
the indictments were 
handed down. 

Less than three years 
later, however, Post-
mus’s fortunes had re-
versed significantly.  In 
2008, one of his assistant 
assessors, Adam Ale-
man, was arrested and 
charged with utilizing 
assessor’s office facili-
ties for partisan political 
activity and destroying 
government equipment, 
namely computers, to 
prevent investigators 
from documenting that 
activity. Postmus then 
began acting erratically 
himself, amid recurrent 
rumors of drug use on 
his part. This spectacle 
was exacerbated when 
Postmus took a long un-
explained leave of ab-
sence from the assessor’s 
office that summer, go-
ing entirely incommuni-
cado during that period 
and then refusing to in-
teract with the press or 
public after he returned 
in October. In January 
2009, his career as an 
elected official careened 
into oblivion when in-

vestigators looking into 
the abuse of his office for 
political purposes serv-
ing a search warrant at 
his Rancho Cucamonga 
townhome found the 
drugs methamphetamine 
and ecstasy  and drug 
paraphernalia in his pos-
session. The following 
month he resigned as as-
sessor. 

In February 2010, 
Postmus was himself 
indicted, along with for-
mer sheriff’s deputies 
union president Jim Er-
win, who for a time had 
served as assistant asses-
sor under Postmus. They 
were charged with in-
volvement in a conspira-
cy, extortion and bribery 
scheme stemming from 
a November 2006 vote of 
the board of supervisors 
to confer upon the Colo-
nies Partners, a Ran-
cho Cucamonga-based 
development company 
headed by Dan Richards 
and Jeff Burum, a $102 
million settlement to end 
a lawsuit the Colonies 
Partners had brought 
against the county over 
flood control issues at the 
Colonies at San Antonio 

residential subdivision 
and Colonies Crossroads 
commercial subdivision 
in northeast Upland. In 
that indictment, Rich-
ards, Burum, public rela-
tions consultant Patrick 
O’Reilly, San Bernardi-
no County Second Dis-
trict Supervisor Paul Bi-
ane and Fourth District 
Supervisor Gary Ovitt’s 
chief of staff Mark Kirk 
were described as un-
identified and unindicted 
coconspirators. 

Postmus and Erwin 
entered not guilty pleas. 
A year later, however, 
Postmus was dialoguing 
with prosecutors and in 
March 2011, he pleaded 
guilty to 14 felony counts 
including conspiracy, 
bribery, fraud, conflict of 
interest and perjury. He 
then appeared as a star 
witness before a newly 
impaneled grand jury in 
April 2011. In May 2011, 
the charges against Er-
win in the February 2010 
indictment were vacated 
and a superseding in-
dictment naming Erwin, 
Biane, Burum and Kirk 
was handed down.  All 
four of those defendants 

pleaded not guilty and 
the case against them, 
which has been charac-
terized by former Cali-
fornia Attorney Gen-
eral /current California 
Govrnor Jerry Brown as 
one of the most serious 
examples of public cor-
ruption in state history, 
has yet to go to trial. 
Postmus’ sentencing has 
been postponed, pursu-
ant to his participation 
as a witness in the pro-
ceedings against Erwin, 
Biane, Burum and Kirk. 

A series of miscues, 
procedural and judicial, 
prevented the case from 
being fast tracked from 
the start. Cox and Hon-
eycutt came before Judge 
Margaret Powers for 
arraignment. The case 
was then handed over to 
Judge Eric Nakata. An 
effort to recuse Nakata 
ensued, however, and at 
the intervention of then-
Presiding Judge Larry 
Allen, the case was 
transferred back to Pow-
ers. Subsequently the 
case was heard by judges 
Miriam Morton, John 
Tomberlin, Jules Fleu-

DA’s Handling Of 
Postmus Threat-
ens Charter 
School Prosecu-
tion   
from  page 4

By Mark Gutglueck
Born on January 4, 

1860 in Greenville, Tex-
as, Sidney Voris Horton 
was the son of Peter I. 
and Mary (Melton) Hor-
ton. Peter Horton had 
a 1,000-acre plantation 
on which 27 slaves cul-
tivated wheat and corn. 
In 1868, Mr. Horton 
sold his ranch in Texas 
and brought his family 
and one slave to Red-
lands. Here he purchased 
40 acres at California 
Street and Colton Av-
enue, where the Mission 
School now stands. This 
property was sold at a 
handsome profit in 1872, 
He then acquired acre-
age near the mouth of 
the San Timoteo Canyon 
under a patent signed by 
President Ulysses Simp-
son Grant, three years 
before the Southern 
Pacific Railroad came 
through the area. 

Sidney was ten years 
old when he started at-
tending classes in the 

Little Mission School 
along with other pio-

Winery in Bryn Mawr, 
then “Nahant” and later 

gonio, now called Beau-
mont, and worked with 
the railroad for seven 
years.

On July 1, 1885, Sid-
ney V. Horton and Beu-
lah E. Hamner of Red-
lands, the daughter of 
Samuel N. and Julia Ann 
(Covington) Hamner, 
who was born in 1866, 
were married. Together 
they went to the new 
Horton Ranch where, 
with his father’s help, 
Sidney planted oranges, 
peaches and other fruits 
on part of the 80-acre 
farm. There the newly-
weds built their home. 

Sidney and Beulah 
had seven children: Al-
ice Horton Schufeldt 
(1889 - 1986),  Mildred 
Horton Brassington 
(1891 - 1949),  Sidney 
Voris Horton (1893 - 
1931),  Gladyce Horton 
Rogers (1895 - 1977),  
Eugene Roland Horton 
(1901 - 1965),  Floyd A 
Horton (1903 - 1964) and 
Bertha Horton, whose 

date of birth and death 
are unavailable.  

Sidney Horton was a 
successful citrus grower 
throughout the 1990s 
and after the turn of the 
20th Century. In 1908, he 
was elected as San Ber-
nardino County’s Fifth 
District supervisor and 
served from January 4, 
1909, his 49th birthday, 
until January 8, 1917. 
He was reelected in 1912 
and was chairman of the 
board from January 4, 
1915, his 55th birthday, 
until he left office. 

Sidney Horton’s 
brother, Benjamin S. 
Horton, was the manager 
of the Tonopah and Tide-
water Railroad, residing 
at Death Valley Junction.

After leaving the 
board of supervisors, 
Sidney devoted himself 
again to be a full time 
private rancher. In 1925, 
Sidney Horton, Sr. re-
located his center of in-
terest to a smaller ranch 
higher in the canyon 

neer children. Six years 
later he went to work on 
his father’s new ranch 
near the former Vache 

“Redlands Junction.” 
At the age of 18, he 

joined the Southern Pa-
cific crew at San Gor-

where he planted five 
acres of citrus, leaving 
the management of the 
larger ranch to his son, 
Hugh. 

In 1931, his fam-
ily suffered a significant 
loss when his son, Sid-
ney V. Horton, Jr., was 
killed as the result of the 
explosion of a gasoline-
filled smudge pot used 
to fight frost in orange 
groves. 

Sidney Horton died at 
a rest home in Redlands 
on Christmas Day 1941, 
18 days after the Japa-
nese attack on Pearl Har-
bor. He was 81 years old. 
He was survived by his 
wife, Beulah, two of his 
sons, Hugh and Eugene; 
and four daughters, Mrs. 
Mildred Brassington of 
Long Beach, Mrs. Alice 
Schufeldt, Mrs. Gladyce 
Rogers and Bertha E. 
Horton, all of Los An-
geles.

Sidney Horton
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ret and Arthur Harrison. 
Eventually the case went 
to Judge Jon Ferguson 
in Rancho Cucamonga, 
before whom the case is 
now scheduled to go  to 
trial, if indeed it makes it 
to trial. 

The trial timetable 
suffered a setback in 
November 2010, when 
Cox’s attorney, Earl 
Wade Shinder, commit-
ted suicide. That was 
more than four years ago, 
however. Attorney Gro-
ver Porter, who has rep-
resented Honeycutt for 
more than seven years, 
and Geoff Newman, who 
now represents Cox, are 
sufficiently up to speed 
on the case to proceed to 
court. The case against 
Cox and Honeycutt is 
a strong one, with bank 
records, receipts, hotel 
and resort registrations, 
airline ticket records, 
vehicle registration and 
multiple witness state-
ments demonstrating 
that millions of dollars in 
funding intended for ed-
ucational purposes was 
diverted to pay for vaca-
tions, vehicles, recording 
and video equipment, jet 
skis, lease or pay for real 
estate acquisitions or 
cover political campaign 
expenses.    

The prosecutor on the 

case is Michael Fermin, 
who was a deputy dis-
trict attorney when he 
was assigned to carry it 
forward in 2007. After 
the retirements of for-
mer assistant district at-
torneys Dennis Christy 
and James Hackleman, 
Fermin was elevated to 
the position of assistant 
district attorney over-
seeing ,as the office’s 
second-in-command, a 
major portion of the of-
fice’s administrative du-
ties, including the budget 
and human resources. 
Today, Fermin has only 
one remaining pros-
ecutorial assignment: 
the California Charter 
Academy Case against 
Cox and Honeycutt. In-
deed, the  the California 
Charter Academy case, 
involving allegations of 
$23 million intended for 
educational purposes be-
ing diverted to unauthor-
ized, improper or illegal 
use, is one of the most 
important cases, if not 
the most important one, 
in Fermin’s career as a 
prosecutor.  Despite the 
potential the case has for 
boosting him into the le-
gal stratosphere, Fermin 
continues to drag his feet 
in moving the case to 
trial.  

Postmus’ role as the 
primary witness in the 
Colonies Lawsuit Settle-
ment Public Corruption 
Prosecution has created 
difficulties for Fermin. 
While Postmus’ vaunted 
political status in 2007 

may have driven the de-
cision to leave him out of 
that indictment, Fermin 
is now faced with having 
a jury being confronted 
with indications that 
political considerations 
rather than a cold hard 
analysis of guilt or in-
nocence entered into the 
prosecutor’s office’s de-
cision about who would 
be charged in the Cali-
fornia Charter Academy 
matter.   

There appears to be 
sufficient evidence and 
information upon which 
to have lodged a crimi-
nal case against Bill 
Postmus, who became 
embroiled in the scandal 
on several levels.

Cox emerged as 
one of Postmus' major 
early political support-
ers, having contributed 
$25,450 to his political 
war chest, utilizing Cali-
fornia Charter Academy 
money to make those do-
nations. 

Postmus was ap-
pointed by Cox to serve 
as a  member of two of 
the boards of the charter 
schools functioning un-
der the aegis of the Cali-
fornia Charter Academy. 
Postmus then used his 
status as a charter school 
board member as a fea-
ture in his resumé when 
he first ran for supervi-
sor.

Action Postmus took, 
based upon his actual 
authority as a board 
member or carry-over 
authority as a former 

board member and close 
affiliate of Cox, became 
the focus of the grand 
jury that was impan-
eled in 2007 and which 
indicted Cox and Hon-
eycutt. Irrefutable evi-
dence emerged to show 
Postmus made efforts 
to ensure that members 
of his family as well as 
his political supporters 
were rewarded with jobs 
or contracts at or with 
the California Charter 
Academy. 

Investigators tracked 
data to show that Brad 
Mitzelfelt, who was 
Postmus' chief-of-staff 
while he was supervisor 
and who succeeded Post-
mus as supervisor after 
Postmus became asses-
sor, had knowledge with 
regard to how and when 
Postmus pushed to have 
family members hired, 
whether they were quali-
fied for the positions 
they assumed or not, as 
well as the expenditure 
of money for purposes 
other than the charter 
academy's educational 
mission. Mitzelfelt was 
brought before the grand 
jury, as was Honeycutt, 
former Victorville coun-
cilwoman Joanne Al-
mond, former California 
Assemblyman Keith Ol-
berg, Hesperia Unified 
School District Board 
Member Eric Swanson 
and Cox. Evidence was 
produced to show that 
Postmus directed Cox or 
otherwise arranged, both 
while he was a charter 

academy board member 
and afterward, for mon-
ey to be diverted to Mit-
zelfelt and Olberg, in the 
form of questionable or 
illegal payments. Post-
mus worked as district 
director in Assembly-
man Keith Olberg's High 
Desert office from 1995 
until 1999.

In 2002, Postmus 
was provided with an 
all-expenses paid trip 
to Florida by Cox, who 
used California Charter 
School funds to pay for 
the trip, accommoda-
tions and spending cash, 
which totaled more than 
$17,000. No explanation 
of what the trip was for 
was ever provided. 

Despite the fact that 
the California Charter 
Academy was receiving 
funding from the state 
of California, on a few 
occasions the academy 
received funds from the 
county of San Bernardi-
no while Bill Postmus 
was on the board of su-
pervisors.  In creating 
the California Charter 
Academy in 1999, Cox 
operated four schools 
under two charters pro-
vided by the Snowline 
School District, one 
charter provided by the 
Orange County Unified 
School District and one 
charter provided by the 
Oro Grande School Dis-
trict. Those four schools 
were spread across 61 
campuses, including one 
as far north as Gridley in 
Butte County and one as 

far south as Chula Vista 
in San Diego County, 
making it the largest 
charter school organiza-
tion in the state.

Bill Postmus' father, 
William J. Postmus Sr., 
received a consulting 
contract with the Orange 
County Unified-spon-
sored charter school dur-
ing the time that William 
Postmus Jr. served on 
that charter's board.

Bill Postmus Sr. was a 
member of the Snowline 
School District's board 
of trustees when the 
school board voted to al-
low the California Char-
ter Academy to charter 
two schools through the 
Snowline School Dis-
trict.  In 2001, Bill Post-
mus Sr. went to work 
for Cox as the director 
of and instructor in the 
academy's criminal jus-
tice and leadership pro-
gram. While Bill Post-
mus Jr. had assiduously 
abstained from voting as 
a member of the board of 
supervisors on matters 
impacting the Califor-
nia Charter Academy, he 
broke from that pattern 
in June of 2004 as the 
state was withdrawing 
funding from the Cali-
fornia Charter Academy 
and his father was in 
danger of being thrown 
out of work. At that 
point, Bill Postmus, Jr. 
voted to have the county 
forward a $77,000 Work-
force Investment Grant 
to the California Charter 
Academy in an effort to 
keep the school where 
Bill Postmus Sr. was the 
principal in session. 

At present, Cox and 
Honeycutt’s attorneys, 
Geoff Newman and Gro-
ver Porter, respectively, 
have a keen understand-
ing of the degree to 
which Bill Postmus was 
entangled in the culture 
of misappropriation at 
the California Charter 
Academy. By bringing 
him in as a witness and 
through skillful cross 
examination, they could 
raise the specter of selec-
tive prosecution by illus-
trating to the jury hear-
ing that case that Bill 
Postmus was involved 
in the events in question 
but avoided prosecution 
because of political fa-
voritism. 

Continued on Page  7
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As Postmus is the 
central witness in the 
Colonies prosecution 
and defense attorneys 
in that matter have re-
peatedly suggested po-
litical bias on the part 
of the district attorney’s 
office in that case, any 
substantiation of politi-
cized decision-making 
by the district attorney’s 
office in the California 
Charter Academy case 
would have carryover to 
the Colonies case. It is 
for that reason Fermin 
is now reluctant to bring 
the case against Cox and 
Honeycutt to trial. 

It has been suggest-
ed that Fermin in 2007 
was in favor of charg-
ing Postmus and others 
implicated in the mat-
ter, including Almond, 
Swanson and Olberg, but 
was restricted from do-
ing so because Christy 
and Hackleman deemed 
it inadvisable to entangle 
district attorney Mike 
Ramos in a prosecu-
tion of an individual of 
Postmus’ then-current 
political stature. Al-
mond, Swanson and Ol-
berg escaped prosecu-
tion because Christy and 
Hackleman believed do-
ing so without prosecut-
ing Postmus would raise 
questions. 

The Sentinel sought 
clarification from Fer-
min, lodging those ques-
tions in verbal form in a 
voice mail and in writ-
ing by letter. Fermin 
declined to discuss how 
forceful he had been in 
presenting the case for 
charging Bill Postmus 

to Christy, Hackleman 
and Ramos. Nor was 
he at liberty to provide 
an encapsulation of his 
superiors’  rationale for 
not charging Postmus. 
Asked if in the light of 
subsequent events there 
has been any regret ex-
pressed by any of the par-
ties involved in that deci-
sion, or any indication 
that any of those parties 
now wishes Bill Postmus 
had been charged, Fer-
min remained mute. 

Fermin did not dis-
pute the assertion that 
sufficient evidence to 
charge Postmus existed, 
at least prior to the ex-
piration of the statute of 
limitations. 

The state of Califor-
nia forced the closure of 
the California Charter 
Academy in 2004 after 
it was learned that Cox 
and the academy's sev-
eral boards had defied 
state law pertaining to 
charter schools by op-
erating charter schools 
at campuses located be-
yond the jurisdictions of 
the school districts that 
had chartered them.

An audit commis-
sioned by California 
Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Jack 
O'Connell and carried 
out by the state's fiscal 
crisis management as-
sistance team and the 
auditing firm MGT of 
America determined 
that more than $23 mil-
lion in funding entrusted 
by the state to Cox and 
the other administrators 
at the California Charter 
Academy had been used 
for purposes unrelated to 
educating students.

Charter schools 
are independently-run 
schools sponsored by an 
accredited school district 

intended to use innova-
tive teaching strategies 
not commonly available 
in a public school set-
ting. Charter schools are 
supposed to be dedicated 
to improving pupil learn-
ing, with special empha-
sis on those identified as 
slow learners. The char-
ter schools are required 
to meet certain standards 
in carrying out their mis-
sion and are monitored 
by their own boards as 
well as the districts that 
charter them. Charter 
schools are subsidized 
by state funding at a rate 
of roughly $6,000 per 
pupil per academic year.

The auditors es-
tablished that several 
months after Cox found-
ed the California Charter 
Academy as a non-profit 
entity dedicated to edu-
cation, he created the Ed-
ucational Administrative 
Services Corporation, 
a for-profit company 
to provide administra-
tive services to charter 
schools. All four Cali-
fornia Charter Academy 
charter schools signed 
operating agreements 
engaging Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation to manage 
their administrative ser-
vices. Under the terms 
of the contracts between 
Educational Adminis-
trative Services Corpo-
ration (EASC)  and the 
California Charter Acad-
emy charter schools, Cox 
served as chief executive 
officer of all four charter 
schools and as the CEO 
of Educational Adminis-
trative Services Corpo-
ration. These contracts 
granted Cox the author-
ity to expend California 
Charter Academy funds 
and enter into contracts 
on behalf of the Cali-

fornia Charter Academy 
charter schools.

Cox used this ar-
rangement, employing 
little fiscal oversight au-
thority by the California 
Charter Academy’s gov-
erning board members, 
to exploit it for personal 
profit and that of his as-
sociates, including Post-
mus and Tad Honeycutt, 
one of Postmus' closest 
political associates who 
achieved political suc-
cess of his own by getting 
elected to the Hesperia 
city council  According 
to the audit, "Numerous 
and substantial transfers 
of funds were made from 
the California Charter 
Academy charters to Ed-
ucational Administrative 
Services Corporation by 
Mr. Cox without the ap-
proval or knowledge of 
the California Charter 
Academy boards."

Cox also took advan-
tage of that portion of 
California law which 
allows two or more gov-
ernment entities to form 
a joint powers author-
ity. In December 2001 
he created a joint pow-
ers authority, known as 
the American Public 
Agency Authority, ap-
pointing himself CEO. 
He then used it to milk 
even more money out of 
California's taxpayers. 
The ostensible reason 
for the American Public 
Agency Authority was 
to provide insurance for 
the charter schools and 
their employees. Cox not 
only inflated insurance 
costs, but transferred 
$233,000 to the Ameri-
can Public Agency Au-
thority from California 
Charter Academy char-
ter schools' accounts 
without the approval of 
the charter boards, ac-
cording to the audit. He 
entered into a series of 
questionable contracts 
that tallied expenditures 
totaling $435,000. Cox's 
failure to pay insurance 
premiums resulted in the 
cancellation of the insur-
ance. 

Thus, California 
Charter Academy char-
ter schools paid for in-
surance they did not re-
ceive.

"Mr. Cox's service as 
CEO of all four Cali-
fornia Charter Acad-
emy charter schools and 
the American Public 
Agency Authority, while 

concurrently serving as 
the CEO of Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation, created an 
inherent conflict of inter-
est," the audit states. "In 
these multiple positions, 
he had the opportunity 
to direct millions of dol-
lars of California Char-
ter Academy funds to 
benefit himself, his cor-
poration, his family, and 
his friends and associ-
ates. He took advantage 
of that opportunity."

The audit further re-
ports that Cox misap-
propriated $3.5 million 
transferred from the Cal-
ifornia Charter Academy 
accounts to Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation without ap-
proval of the Califor-
nia Charter Academy 
governing boards. The 
audit charts how he in-
appropriately directed 
more than $920,000 
of California Charter 
Academy funds to one 
of his subsidiary compa-
nies and used $1.2 mil-
lion of California Char-
ter Academy funds to 
employ members of his 
family and grant them 
generous retroactive pay 
increases. Cox, the audit 
report states, charged the 
California Charter Acad-
emy charter schools high 
administrative service 
fees, thereby redirecting 
millions of dollars from 
the California Charter 
Academy instructional 
program to Educational 
Administrative Ser-
vices Corporation. This 
increased the Califor-
nia Charter Academy 
schools' administrative 
costs by charging the 
California Charter Acad-
emy for certain adminis-
trative costs that should 
have been covered under 
the administrative ser-
vice fees paid to Edu-
cational Administrative 
Services Corporation.  
Cox also used $1.2 mil-
lion in California Char-
ter Academy funds for 
questionable contracts 
and expenditures with-
out competitive bids and 
without sufficient evi-
dence that the goods and 
services were actually 
received, including pay-
ments to firms owned 
by former Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation employees 
and California Charter 
Academy board mem-

bers.
According to the au-

dit "in the case of Edu-
cational Administrative 
Services Corporation 
and the California Char-
ter Academy, there was 
no functional separation 
between the finances 
of the publicly funded 
charter schools and the 
private corporation. Ed-
ucational Administrative 
Services Corporation 
charged the California 
Charter Academy high 
fees for management 
and other services, then 
billed a second time for 
some of the same ser-
vices."

The audit shows more 
than $1.1 million was 
paid directly to Cox 
from 1999 through 2003. 
But his salary was only 
a fraction of the money 
Cox took out of the Cali-
fornia Charter Academy. 
He accrued expenses to-
taling in the millions of 
dollars and utilized for 
his own purpose goods 
and services that were 
ostensibly purchased for 
the charter schools.

Cox issued himself 
and certain California 
Charter Academy and 
Educational Adminis-
trative Services Em-
ployees corporate credit 
cards that were paid for 
by California taxpayer 
funds and funded mil-
lions of dollars worth of 
purchases that had no 
demonstrable relation-
ship to educational pur-
poses. Cox also used his 
authority as CEO of both 
the California Charter 
Academy and Educa-
tional Administrative 
Services Corporation to 
authorize the purchase 
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of 15 vehicles that were 
driven by himself, four 
of his family members 
and nine others that were 
employed by the Cali-
fornia Charter Academy 
or Educational Admin-
istrative Services Cor-
poration. The vehicles 
cost taxpayers at least 
$260,500. Some of the 
drivers of those vehicles 
were also given fuel al-
lowances.

The audit also charted 
how Cox spread money 
intended for the educa-
tion of California Char-
ter Academy students to 
prominent High Desert 
politicians, including 
Bill Postmus, former 
state assemblyman Keith 
Olberg, Tad Honeycutt 
and Victorville council-
woman Joanne Almond. 
A nominal effort was 
made to make at least 
some of these payments 
appear to be related to 
the California Charter 
Academy's legitimate 
mission of educating stu-
dents, but an examina-
tion of the uses to which 
the money was actually 
put shows that these ex-
penditures were actually 
illegal "gifts of public 

funds," in the words of 
the audit's authors.

Cox provided Hon-
eycutt with an annual 
salary of more than 
$100,000. Cox also al-
lowed Honeycutt to tap 
into more than half of a 
million dollars in Cali-
fornia Charter Academy 
money and use it for 
non-educational related 
business ventures such 
as music production and 
record selling, moto-
cross equipment supply 
and land development.

In February 2001 
Educational Adminis-
trative Services Corpo-
ration formed a subsid-
iary company known as 
Everything For Schools. 
Tad Honeycutt managed 
Everything For Schools 
while also serving as 
vice president of corpo-
rate development for Ed-
ucational Administrative 
Services Corporation. 
The stated purpose of 
Everything For Schools 
was to reduce the costs 
of the California Char-
ter Academy charter 
schools by maximizing 
the buying power of all 
of the California Char-
ter Academy charter 
schools' programs. This 
was to be accomplished 
through offering the Cal-
ifornia Charter Acad-
emy charter schools the 
option of purchasing 
through a single source, 
namely Everything For 
Schools, in order to re-

ceive discounts on vol-
ume purchases. 

While Cox offered 
assurances that "Every-
thing For Schools is an 
entirely voluntary option 
for each California Char-
ter Academy program to 
use" and that all savings 
realized from the Every-
thing For Schools strata-
gem "will be passed 
along to the sites" and 
at an April 2001 board 
meeting for the one of 
the charter schools spon-
sored by the Snowline 
School District, Hon-
eycutt stated that Ev-
erything For Schools 
"would not be making 
a profit, but we will be 
trying to cover costs," 
Honeycutt in 2005 ad-
mitted to the state's au-
ditors that Everything 
For Schools added ten 
to 15 percent to the cost 
of goods Everything For 
Schools sold to the Cali-
fornia Charter Academy 
charter schools. The au-
dit team discovered that 
in fact Everything For 
Schools significantly in-
flated the cost of basic 
English textbooks by 57 
percent, math textbooks 
by 54 percent, algebra 
textbooks by 47 percent, 
biology textbooks by 32 
percent and the cost of 
United States history 
textbooks by 28 percent. 

Everything For 
Schools spent more than 
$176,000 of its proceeds 
on other non-school re-

lated business enterpris-
es such as Honeycutt's 
Xtreme Motor Sports, 
Honeycutt's Hautlab Mu-
sic Group, Honeycutt's 
Maniaque Management, 
a $3,906 loan to Honeyc-
utt and political contri-
butions.

Over one three-month 
time frame Honeycutt 
used his American Ex-
press corporate card to 
pay $18,000 for two jet 
skis, $5,726 in purchases 
at the Point Loma Sport 
Fish Sporting Goods 
Store in San Diego; 
$3,487 in purchases at 
the Wheels and Tires 
Outlet, and made $1,942 
in credit card purchases 
at the Guitar Center.  
"These do not appear to 
be related to educational 
purposes." the audit re-
port states

In December 2002 
Tad Honeycutt, who 
was then the vice presi-
dent of Educational Ad-
ministrative Services 
Corporation in charge 
of corporate develop-
ment, formed a compa-
ny known as Maniaque 
(pronounced maniac) 
Management Group, Inc. 
The officers of Maniaque 
were all key Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation employees 
with Tad Honeycutt as 
CEO and C. Steven Cox 
as director.  In Janu-
ary 2003, Maniaque as-
sumed control of Ev-
erything For Schools 

and its subsidiaries, 
which include Hautlab 
Music Group, Xtreme 
Motor Sports and Ma-
niaque Marketing.  Cox 
as CEO of Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation, signed an 
agreement with Honeyc-
utt whereby Educational 
Administrative Services 
Corporation agreed to 
pay Maniaque's rent and 
monthly facility-related 
expenses for a period 
of three years.  In Janu-
ary 2004, Honeycutt 
registered Maniaque as 
a Nevada corporation 
and Cox and Honeyc-
utt agreed to dissolve 
the California-based 
Maniaque company, 
have Educational Ad-
ministrative Services 
Corporation pay all of 
Maniaque's outstanding 
debts, and allow Hon-
eycutt to take all the 
assets and property to 
the new Maniaque Cor-
poration. At the same 
time, Cox and Honeyc-
utt signed a consulting 
contract for Manique to 
provide services to each 
of the four California 
Charter Academy char-
ter schools to provide 
grant writing services, 
with each of the four 
charter schools paying 
him $1,000 per month. 
The audit team found no 
evidence that any grant 
consulting services were 
provided by Maniaque to 
justify those payments.

Educational Admin-
istrative Services Cor-
poration also wrote four 
checks for $6,750 each 
from the accounts of the 
California Charter Acad-
emy charter schools to 
Maniaque on June 30, 
2004, just days before 
the California Charter 
Academy charter schools 
closed due to financial 
problems. No justifica-
tion for those payments 
was every provided by 
Honeycutt or Cox.

Educational Adminis-
trative Services Corpo-
ration also paid $548,997 
toward Maniaque Man-
agement's expenses, 
including $78,539 for 
rent, $127,433 in Ameri-
can Express charges, 
$37,280 for cellular 
phones; $98,602 to sub-
sidize Hautlab Records; 
$58,551 for work done 
by a general contractor, 
$31,786 for furniture 
and $43,869 for goods 
and services that were 
not specified. Approxi-
mately $278,000 of Cali-
fornia Charter Academy 
money was advanced 
to Maniaque to finance 
"marketing services."

Much or all of Hon-
eycutt's corporate de-
velopment work was 
counterproductive; the 
expansion of the Califor-
nia Charter Academy to 
sites beyond the bound-
aries of the Snowline, 
Oro Grande and Orange 

The second goal behind 
this, one which will not 
get much emphasis I am 
willing to bet, is that it 
is aimed offsetting the 
anticipated losses the 
state will suffer as motor 
vehicles become more 
and more fuel efficient, 
burning less gasoline 
and diesel fuel, upon 
which the already ex-
cessive taxes are levied. 
In other words, no good 
deed goes unpunished. 
If I sell my Bentley and 
buy a Tesla, reducing 
my carbon footprint, the 
government will still get 
its pound of flesh…

I think this latest 
idea coming out of Sac-
ramento is a bad one. I 
trust most of my read-
ers have been following 

things over the last few 
years and are aware that 
our state capitol is domi-
nated by Democrats. 
They hold the upper hand 
in the upper floor of the 
California Legislature – 
the State Senate – and in 
the lower floor of the leg-
islature – the California 
Assembly. Our governor 
is also, alas, a Democrat. 
I am reminded of what 
General George Patton, 
truly one of the greatest 
Americans in history, 
said. “Politicians are the 
lowest form of life,” said 
the general. “And Demo-
crats are the lowest form 
of politician.” I find it 
hard to disagree with 
that sentiment…

The problem these of-
ficious bureaucrats are 
going to have in enforc-
ing this harebrained law 
is that they are going to 

have to track our vehicle 
use. And how are they 
going to do that? I sup-
pose there will be more 
than one way. Perhaps 
each car will be outfitted 
with a device allowing 
the Department of Motor 
Vehicles to monitor each 
vehicle’s odometer. That 
would be one way. Or 
each car will be outfitted 
with global positioning 
devices, allowing our 
citizenry’s whereabouts 
to be constantly tracked 
and monitored…

It seems, though, 
this last option might 
not prove workable. It 
seems the U.S. Supreme 
Court might not allow 
the DMV to do that. 
This week, on Monday, 
the highest court of the 
land ruled, in the matter 
of Torrey Dale Grady v. 
North Carolina that the 

government’s whole-
sale use of global posi-
tioning devices or other 
space-age technologies 
to monitor its citizens, 
runs afoul of the Fourth 
Amendment, which pro-
tects Americans against 
unreasonable searches 
and seizures.

North Carolina offi-
cials had subjected Mr. 
Grady, a twice convicted 
sex offender, to a pro-
tocol in which he had 
to wear a global posi-
tions device at all times 
to the state could track 
his constant where-
abouts. He challenged 
that as an unreasonable 
search under the Fourth 
Amendment, but North 
Carolina’s courts, in-
cluding that state’s high-
est court, ruled that the 
tracker was no search at 
all and not unreasonable. 

But the Supreme Court 
rebuked North Caro-
lina, summarizing that 
state’s position that “the 
state’s system of noncon-
sensual satellite-based 
monitoring does not en-
tail a search within the 
meaning of the Fourth 
Amendment.”  Accord-
ing to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, “That theory is 
inconsistent with this 
court’s precedents.” So, 
let me see if I have this 
straight…

According to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, even a 
convicted criminal can-
not be subjected to hav-
ing to wear or carry a 
global position signal-
ing beacon or other form 
of monitoring device, 
knowingly or unknow-
ingly, willingly or un-
willingly, without there 
first being a warrant ob-

tained to indicate there 
is probable cause for 
saddling that individual 
with such a device, i.e., 
grounds to believe he is 
about to commit an of-
fense. How then does 
the state of California 
intend to affix on each 
of our cars a global po-
sition device or other 
type of electronic track-
ing device when there is 
no reasonable suspicion 
each and every one of us 
is engaged in some type 
of criminal activity that 
needs to be monitored 
and no court has issued 
warrants based on such 
findings? I would not 
sell the bureaucrats in 
Sacramento short, how-
ever, and perhaps, by 
2019, they will come up 
with some way to finagle 
this…
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FBN 20150003554
The following person is 

doing business as: Abby’s 
Beauty Salon 1113 West 
Transit Street Ontario, 
CA 91762 Maria I Pena 
504S. Cypress Ave On-
tario, CA 91762.

The business is con-
ducted by: 

An Individual.
The registrant com-

menced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious 
business name or names 
listed above on: 2/11/2015

BY SIGNING BELOW, 
I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS 
STATEMETN IS TRUE 
AND CORRECT. A regis-
trant who declares as true 
information when he or she 
knows to be false, is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 
17913). I am also aware 
that all information on this 
statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing pursu-
ant to the California Public 
Records ACT (Government 
Code Sections 6250-6277).

Signature: Maria I 
Pena

This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
San Bernardino County on 
3/30/2015.

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of 
the original statement on 
file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

 NOTICE—IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH 
SUBDIVISION (a) OF 
SECTION 17920, A FIC-
TITIOUS NAME STATE-
MENT GENERALLY 
EXPIRESAT THE END 
OF FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE ON WHICH 
IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUN-
TY CLERK, EXCEPT AS 
PROVIDED IN SUBDI-
VISION (b) OF SECTION 
17920, WHERE IT EX-
PIRES 40 DAYS AFTER 
ANY CHANGE IN THE 
FACTS SET FORTH IN 
THE STATEMENT PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION 
17913 OTHER THAN A 
CHANGE IN THE RESI-
DENCE ADDRESS OF A 
REGITRED OWNER. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME STATE-
MENT MUST BE FILED 
BEFORE THE EXPI-
RATION. THE FILING 
OF THIS STATEMENT 
DOES NOT OF ITSELF 
AUTHORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF 
A FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME IN VIOLA-
TION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER UNDER 
FEDERAL, STATE, OR 
COMMON LAW(SEE 
SECTION 14411 ET SEQ., 
BUSINESS AND PRO-

FESSIONS CODE0.
Published in the San 

Bernardino County Sen-
tinel 4/3/4/10/4/17/4/24, 
2015.

FBN 20150003323
The following entity is 

doing business as: Whole-
sale Tire Distributors 
14350 Macaw Street La 
Mirada, CA 90638  Kata-
na Racing Inc 14350 Ma-
caw Street La Mirada, 
CA 90638. The business is 
conducted by: 

A Corporation.
The registrant com-

menced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious 
business name or names 
listed above on: 3/31/2010.

BY SIGNING BELOW, 
I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS 
STATEMETN IS TRUE 
AND CORRECT. A regis-
trant who declares as true 
information when he or she 
knows to be false, is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 
17913). I am also aware 
that all information on this 
statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing pursu-
ant to the California Public 
Records ACT (Government 
Code Sections 6250-6277).

Signature: Ara Tcha-
ghlassian

This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
San Bernardino County on 
03/24/2015.

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of 
the original statement on 
file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

 NOTICE—IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH 
SUBDIVISION (a) OF 
SECTION 17920, A FIC-
TITIOUS NAME STATE-
MENT GENERALLY 
EXPIRESAT THE END 
OF FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE ON WHICH 
IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUN-
TY CLERK, EXCEPT AS 
PROVIDED IN SUBDI-
VISION (b) OF SECTION 
17920, WHERE IT EX-
PIRES 40 DAYS AFTER 
ANY CHANGE IN THE 
FACTS SET FORTH IN 
THE STATEMENT PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION 
17913 OTHER THAN A 
CHANGE IN THE RESI-
DENCE ADDRESS OF A 
REGITRED OWNER. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME STATE-
MENT MUST BE FILED 
BEFORE THE EXPI-
RATION. THE FILING 
OF THIS STATEMENT 
DOES NOT OF ITSELF 
AUTHORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF 
A FICTITIOUS BUSI-

NESS NAME IN VIOLA-
TION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER UNDER 
FEDERAL, STATE, OR 
COMMON LAW(SEE 
SECTION 14411 ET SEQ., 
BUSINESS AND PRO-
FESSIONS CODE.

Published in the San 
Bernardino County Sen-
tinel 4/3/4/10/4/17/4/24, 
2015.

FBN 20150003602 
The following person 

is doing business as: Ursa 
Major Search 424640 
La Cerena Ave Big Bear 
Lake, CA  92315 David H 
Moran 42640 La Cerena 
Ave Big Bear Lake, CA.

The business is con-
ducted by: 

An Individual.
The registrant com-

menced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious 
business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

BY SIGNING BELOW, 
I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS 
STATEMETN IS TRUE 
AND CORRECT. A regis-
trant who declares as true 
information when he or she 
knows to be false, is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 
17913). I am also aware 
that all information on this 
statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing pursu-
ant to the California Public 
Records ACT (Government 
Code Sections 6250-6277).

Signature: David H 
Moran

This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
San Bernardino County on 
3/31/2015.

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of 
the original statement on 
file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

 NOTICE—IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH 
SUBDIVISION (a) OF 
SECTION 17920, A FIC-
TITIOUS NAME STATE-
MENT GENERALLY 
EXPIRESAT THE END 
OF FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE ON WHICH 
IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUN-
TY CLERK, EXCEPT AS 
PROVIDED IN SUBDI-
VISION (b) OF SECTION 
17920, WHERE IT EX-
PIRES 40 DAYS AFTER 
ANY CHANGE IN THE 
FACTS SET FORTH IN 
THE STATEMENT PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION 
17913 OTHER THAN A 
CHANGE IN THE RESI-
DENCE ADDRESS OF A 
REGITRED OWNER. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME STATE-
MENT MUST BE FILED 

BEFORE THE EXPI-
RATION. THE FILING 
OF THIS STATEMENT 
DOES NOT OF ITSELF 
AUTHORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF 
A FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME IN VIOLA-
TION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER UNDER 
FEDERAL, STATE, OR 
COMMON LAW(SEE 
SECTION 14411 ET SEQ., 
BUSINESS AND PRO-
FESSIONS CODE.

Published in the San 
Bernardino County Sen-
tinel 4/3/4/10/4/17/4/24, 
2015.

FBN 20150003728
The following person is 

doing business as: Pride 
N Joy Entertainment & 
Publishing 15317 Crim-
son Street Fontana, CA 
92336 Edwiena L Thomp-
son 15317 Crimson Street 
Fontana, CA 92336.

The business is con-
ducted by: 

An Individual.
The registrant com-

menced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious 
business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

BY SIGNING BELOW, 
I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS 
STATEMETN IS TRUE 
AND CORRECT. A regis-
trant who declares as true 
information when he or she 
knows to be false, is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 
17913). I am also aware 
that all information on this 
statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing pursu-
ant to the California Public 
Records ACT (Government 
Code Sections 6250-6277).

Signature: Edwiena L 
Thompson 

This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
San Bernardino County on 
4/01/2015.

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of 
the original statement on 
file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

 NOTICE—IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH 
SUBDIVISION (a) OF 
SECTION 17920, A FIC-
TITIOUS NAME STATE-
MENT GENERALLY 
EXPIRESAT THE END 
OF FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE ON WHICH 
IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUN-
TY CLERK, EXCEPT AS 
PROVIDED IN SUBDI-
VISION (b) OF SECTION 
17920, WHERE IT EX-
PIRES 40 DAYS AFTER 
ANY CHANGE IN THE 
FACTS SET FORTH IN 
THE STATEMENT PUR-

SUANT TO SECTION 
17913 OTHER THAN A 
CHANGE IN THE RESI-
DENCE ADDRESS OF A 
REGITRED OWNER. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME STATE-
MENT MUST BE FILED 
BEFORE THE EXPI-
RATION. THE FILING 
OF THIS STATEMENT 
DOES NOT OF ITSELF 
AUTHORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF 
A FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME IN VIOLA-
TION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER UNDER 
FEDERAL, STATE, OR 
COMMON LAW(SEE 
SECTION 14411 ET SEQ., 
BUSINESS AND PRO-
FESSIONS CODE.

Published in the San 
Bernardino County Sen-
tinel 4/3/4/10/4/17/4/24, 
2015.

FBN 20150003644
The following person is 

doing business as: A & A 
Used Auto Parts 1101 E. 
California Stree Suite A 
Ontario, CA 91761 Mark 
Sheffield 1101 E. Califor-
nia Street Suite A Ontar-
io, CA 91751.

 The business is con-
ducted by: 

An Individual.
The registrant com-

menced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious 
business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

BY SIGNING BELOW, 
I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS 
STATEMETN IS TRUE 
AND CORRECT. A regis-
trant who declares as true 
information when he or she 
knows to be false, is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 
17913). I am also aware 
that all information on this 
statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing pursu-
ant to the California Public 
Records ACT (Government 
Code Sections 6250-6277).

Signature: Mark Shef-
field

This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
San Bernardino County on 
3/31/2015.

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of 
the original statement on 
file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

 NOTICE—IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH 
SUBDIVISION (a) OF 
SECTION 17920, A FIC-
TITIOUS NAME STATE-
MENT GENERALLY 
EXPIRESAT THE END 
OF FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE ON WHICH 
IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUN-

TY CLERK, EXCEPT AS 
PROVIDED IN SUBDI-
VISION (b) OF SECTION 
17920, WHERE IT EX-
PIRES 40 DAYS AFTER 
ANY CHANGE IN THE 
FACTS SET FORTH IN 
THE STATEMENT PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION 
17913 OTHER THAN A 
CHANGE IN THE RESI-
DENCE ADDRESS OF A 
REGITRED OWNER. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME STATE-
MENT MUST BE FILED 
BEFORE THE EXPI-
RATION. THE FILING 
OF THIS STATEMENT 
DOES NOT OF ITSELF 
AUTHORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF 
A FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME IN VIOLA-
TION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER UNDER 
FEDERAL, STATE, OR 
COMMON LAW(SEE 
SECTION 14411 ET SEQ., 
BUSINESS AND PRO-
FESSIONS CODE.

Published in the San 
Bernardino County Sen-
tinel 4/3/4/10/4/17/4/24, 
2015.

FBN 20150003445
The following person 

is doing business as: Palo 
Solo Trans 7607 Viola Ct 
Fontana, CA 92336 Ar-
nulfo Pinon 7607 Viola Ct 
Fontana, CA 92336. The 
business is conducted by: 

An Individual.
The registrant com-

menced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious 
business name or names 
listed above on: N/A

BY SIGNING BELOW, 
I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION IN THIS 
STATEMETN IS TRUE 
AND CORRECT. A regis-
trant who declares as true 
information when he or she 
knows to be false, is guilty 
of a crime (B&P Code 
17913). I am also aware 
that all information on this 
statement becomes Public 
Record upon filing pursu-
ant to the California Public 
Records ACT (Government 
Code Sections 6250-6277).

Signature: Anulfo Pi-
non

This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
San Bernardino County on 
3/26/2015.

I hereby certify that this 
copy is a correct copy of 
the original statement on 
file in my office San Ber-
nardino County Clerk By:/
Deputy

 NOTICE—IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH 
SUBDIVISION (a) OF 
SECTION 17920, A FIC-

Public NoticesPublic NoticesPublic NoticesPublic NoticesPublic NoticesPublic Notices
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

 Coroner Case # 701502654 On Tuesday, 03/31/2015, at approximately 7:15 pm, Charles Brammer, a 73 year-old resident of Yucaipa, was the driver of a 2002 
Chevrolet Corvette who was eastbound on State Highway 38 at Adriatic Way in Yucaipa. The driver of a 1996 Chevrolet Blazer was westbound on State Highway 38 
lost control of his vehicle and collided with the Corvette head-on. Brammer was pronounced dead at the scene. The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department’s 
Major Accident Investigation Team is investigating the collision. [04012015 0600 JK] 

Coroner Case # 701502588 On 03/28/2015, at approximately 12:42pm, an 18 year old male, was involved in a traffic collision on Highway 58 in Hinkley. The male 
was a passenger in a vehicle that collided with another vehicle and the male was ejected. He was pronounced dead on scene at 1:01pm. The California Highway Patrol 
is also investigating the collision. Release of the decedent's name is pending confirmation of identification and notification of the legal next of kin. [032915 0100 JK]  

Coroner case #701502581 On Saturday, March 28, 2015, at 07:54 AM, the San Bernardino Police Department emergency dispatch received a 911 call stating that 
a male had been assaulted in a vacant field on the 300 block of Arrowhead Avenue, San Bernardino. Upon arrival, San Bernardino Police Department personnel 
found that Michael Anthony Darby Junior, a 48 year old transient in the City of San Bernardino, had been assaulted by an unknown assailant. Darby was transported 
to the Loma Linda University Medical Center by ambulance where he succumbed to his injuries and was declared dead at 09:31 AM. The San Bernardino Police 
Department Homicide Division is also investigating the incident. [03282015 2100 JK] 

Coroner case #701502560 On Friday, March 27, 2015, at 11:23 AM, San Bernardino County Sheriff Department personnel were sent to the 15000 block of State 
Highway 173 in Hesperia, to investigate the report that a white male had been found in the Aqueduct by maintenance personnel. Upon arrival, San Bernardino 
County Sheriff personnel confirmed that the body of an approximate 50 year old white male had been found deceased in a collection point of the aqueduct. The 
body was removed from the aqueduct by San Bernardino County Sheriff and San Bernardino County Fire Department personnel. The name of the decedent is be-
ing withheld pending identification and family notification. The San Bernardino County Sheriff Department, Hesperia Station is investigating the incident. The San 
Bernardino County Sheriff Coroner Department will be performing an autopsy to determine the cause of death.  

Coroner Case #701502521 On Thursday, 03/26/2015 at approximately 1:55 AM, 28 year old Carlos Ceniceros, a resident of San Bernardino, was traveling south-
bound in the northbound lane of the Interstate 15 when he struck a northbound vehicle head-on about 1/4 mile north of the Dale Evans Parkway off ramp in Apple 
Valley. Ceniceros was transported by air to Loma Linda University Medical Center where he was pronoucned dead at 4:24 AM.. Victorville Highway Patrol is in-
vestigating this collision. [03262015 1330 EM] 

Coroner Case #701502513 On 03/25/2015 at 3:49 PM, a 911 call was received reporting a traffic collision on interstate 15 about 20 miles north of Baker, CA. A 
2009 Ford F-250 was traveling southbound on Interstate 15 when it came into contact with a 1997 Chevrolet Pickup, causing the driver of the Ford to lose control and 
slide into the center divider. The driver of the Ford, Wayne Edward Haverfield, age: 48 from Las Vegas, was ejected and pronounced dead at the scene. 

Coroner case #701502377 On Friday, 3-20-15 at about 10:15 PM, John Hoang Dinh Vo, age: 22 from San Diego, was at the Glen Helen Amphitheater in Devore 
when he apparently suffered a possible seizure and went into cardiac arrest. Emergency personnel transported him to Loma Linda University Medical Center where 
he was later pronounced dead at 11:08 PM. An autopsy had been performed and the cause of death has been listed as Pending. [03262015 1733 EM]

County Unified school 
districts directly led to 
the failure of the en-
tire California Charter 
Academy enterprise. It 
was the drive to increase 
Educational Adminis-
trative Service Corpora-
tion's profits that fueled 
that expansion. The bulk 
of Honeycutt's work thus 
bore no or bad fruit.

Olberg, who was a 
member of the state as-
sembly representing 
the High Desert in the 
late 1990s and later a 
candidate for Califor-
nia Secretary of State, 
like Honeycutt was paid 
handsomely by Cox 
from money provided to 
the California Charter 
Academy by California's 
taxpayers.

In January 2001, 
Olberg was hired and 
placed on the payroll 
of one of the Snow-
line-sponsored charter 
schools. Employment 
records indicated he 
was hired to develop 
a charter program for 
gifted students that was 

to be called the Hon-
ors Program. Olberg 
received an annual sal-
ary of $125,000 for 
those years from Janu-
ary 2001 through Feb-
ruary 2004. In August 
of 2002, Olberg was 
transferred from one of 
the Snowline-sponsored 
charter school's payroll 
to the Educational Ad-
ministrative Services 
Corporation payroll. 
Olberg remained on the 
Educational Administra-
tive Services Corpora-
tion payroll until Feb-
ruary 29, 2004. During 
the course of the audit, 
numerous California 
Charter Academy board 
members and staff raised 
question about whether 
Olberg actually per-
formed any meaningful 
work for the California 
Charter Academy char-
ter schools. 

Eric Swanson re-
signed from one of the 
charter school boards 
just the day before his 
company, Community 
Information Services 
Online, received busi-
ness from the academy 
without accepting com-
petitive bids, and Victor-
ville City Councilwom-

TITIOUS NAME STATE-
MENT GENERALLY 
EXPIRESAT THE END 
OF FIVE YEARS FROM 
THE DATE ON WHICH 
IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUN-
TY CLERK, EXCEPT AS 
PROVIDED IN SUBDI-
VISION (b) OF SECTION 
17920, WHERE IT EX-
PIRES 40 DAYS AFTER 
ANY CHANGE IN THE 
FACTS SET FORTH IN 
THE STATEMENT PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION 
17913 OTHER THAN A 
CHANGE IN THE RESI-
DENCE ADDRESS OF A 
REGITRED OWNER. A 
NEW FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME STATE-
MENT MUST BE FILED 
BEFORE THE EXPI-
RATION. THE FILING 
OF THIS STATEMENT 
DOES NOT OF ITSELF 
AUTHORIZE THE USE 
IN THIS STATE OF 
A FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME IN VIOLA-
TION OF THE RIGHTS 
OF ANOTHER UNDER 
FEDERAL, STATE, OR 
COMMON LAW(SEE 
SECTION 14411 ET 
WEQ., BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONS CODE.

Published in the San 
Bernardino County Senti-
nel 4/3/4/10/4/17/4/24, 201

Public Notices

A B A N D O N M E N T 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME

The  registered FBN No. 
is 20150003775 was filed in 
San Bernardino County on 
04/02/2015. The following 
person(s) has (have) aban-
doned the business name(s) 
of: CAFE 247  32866 
OLD WOMAN SPR RD 
LUCERNE VALLEY, 
CA 92356 

ALTHEIDE SHIR-
LEY F 32866 OLD 
WOMAN SPR RD LU-
CERNE VALLEY, CA 
92356 

BY SIGNING BELOW, 
I DECLARE THAT ALL 
INFORMATION  IN 
THIS  STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT.  
a registrant who declares 
as true information, which 
he or she knows to be false, 
is guilty of a crime. (B&P 
Code 17913) I am also 
aware that all information 
on this statement becomes 
public record upon filing.

Shirley F. Altheide
This business was con-

ducted by: An Individual
Began transacting busi-

ness on: 07/02/2002
County Clerk/s: 
Published in the San 

Bernardino County Senti-
nel 4/3/4/10/4/17/4/24, 

Public Notices an Joanne Almond and 
her son, Robert Junior, 
received money from 
the California Charter 
Academy, while she was 
a charter school board 
member. 

A recent report by the 
Center for Popular De-
mocracy, the Alliance of 
Californians for Com-
munity Empowerment 
Institute and Public Ad-
vocates Inc., said state 
and local educational 
officials have proven 
too trusting of the self-
accounting done by the 
state’s charter school op-
erators, who received $3 
billion in public funding 
last year. In nearly all 
cases, according to the 
report, charter school 
operators have paid for 
and thus have unaccept-
able control over the 
audits conducted on the 
state’s more than 1,000 
charter schools. 

The report, which ref-
erenced $81 million in 
misused funds at char-
ter schools over the last 
two decades, concluded 
that California charter 
schools need more over-
sight to avoid fraud and 
that the state legislature 
should codify this into 

law. The actual cost of 
the abuse of the charter 
school system exceeds 
the aforementioned $81 
million, because inad-
equate financial controls 
allow the perpetuation of 
fraud and mismanage-
ment to occur without 
detection or quantifica-
tion, according to the 
report. 

But the California 
Charter Schools As-
sociation disputed the 
report, saying that it uti-
lized dated examples of 
fraud and that there was 
no proof yet offered up 
in a court of law or any 
other forum of abuses 
of the charter system. 
While the report stated 
that “Without reform, 
California stands to lose 
millions of dollars as a 
result of charter school 
fraud, waste and mis-
management,” the Cali-
fornia Charter Schools 
Association said the mo-
tives of those behind the 
report were questionable 
and the need for reform 
legislation nonexistent. 

Charter Acad-
emy Prosecution 
Threatened  
from page 8
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Mojave Desert Saltbush: Atriplex Hymenelytra 
County Wildlife CornerSubscribe to 

the Sentinel
Never miss an issue. Read it weekly from the 
comfort of your own home.

Ordering your one year email subscription is 
quick and easy.

Send a check or money order for $30.00 pay-
able to the Sentinel, to:  10808 Foothill Blvd., 
Suite 160-446, Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91730. Include your name, city of resi-
dence, phone number and email address.

Chino Chiropractic Office

  Dr. Dean Kerr
Palmer Chiropractor

Phone: 909 627-3633
Pager: 909 464-7246

Serving the entire Chino Valley 

13039 Seventh Street 
Chino, CA 91710

Atriplex hymenelytra 
is an evergreen shrub  
that tolerates alkaline 
soil, salt and sand. The 

tion, while conversely 
allowing relatively high 
interception when so-
lar angles are low and 

duced  radiation absorp-
tion by the leaves results 
in a greater water-use 
efficiency at that time of 
year.

Atriplex hymenelytra 
is the most drought tol-
erant saltbush in North 
America, tolerating the  
hottest and driest sites 
in Death Valley, which 
lies just north of San 
Bernardino County, 
The plant remains ac-
tive most of the year, but 
flowers in the main from 
January through April. 

Desert holly grows in 
locations such as desert 
dry wash and creosote 

shrub's leaves are often 
used in decorations for 
the home. 

The silvery color is 
from salts that collect on 
surface hairs, although 
there are other reasons 
for this coloration. The 

Chino voters last 
week gave  MBK Homes 
a special dispensation to 
construct a 113-unit resi-
dential project on 12.75 
acres of property zoned 
as general commercial 
at the northwest corner 
of Central Avenue and 
Francis Avenue. 

MBK Homes has cov-
ered the $174,000 cost 
of the special election, 
which included mail-in 
ballots as well as ones 
cast at precinct polling 
places throughout the 
77,983 population city. 

Measure V called 
for amending the land 
use designation of 12.75 
acres of vacant land 
from general commer-
cial to residential-RD12 
zoning.

According to the reg-
istrar of voters, with 

2,700 or 8.45 percent of 
the city’s 31,944 voters 
participating, Measure 
V passed muster, with  
1,538 votes or 57.07 per-
cent in favor and 1,157 
votes or 42.93 percent 
in opposition. Five bal-
lots received showed no 
preference.

Of 2,700 voters par-
ticipating, 245 went to 
the polls on Tuesday 
March 24, and 2,455 vot-
ed by mail.  

Measure M, which 
was put into effect by 
the Chino City Council 
in 1988, mandates that 
a special election must 
be held whenever non-
residential property is 
rezoned to accommo-
date its transformation 
to residential use and 
thereby increasing Chi-
no’s population density.

Chino Voters Okay 113-Unit
 Project At Central & Francis

Mike "The Night Nurse" Bates, representing Loma Linda Hospital, in the first round of kickboxing 
action against Edgar "The Animal" Villarreal of United Security in Hemet, during the “Battle of the 
Badges” competition at Pechanga Revervation on Saturday, March 28. Villareal is partially obscured 
by the corner padding of the ring. Bates dominated his opponent in the first round, knocking Villareal 
down twice, but lost the fight when the referree ended the bout after Bates was knocked down twice in 
the second round. The premature end displeased the contingent of fans on hand from San Bernardino 
County.  (Photo by Mark Gutglueck)

vapor pressure deficits 
are at a minimum. The 
leaves substantially re-

Frank Guzman
Attorney at Law

Former Prosecutor,  Western State University of Law Graduate
Handling all manner of criminal defense from DUI to Capital Murder

Over 24 years in practice
Over 200 jury trials

3633 10th Street Riverside, CA 92501

leaves accumulate salts 
which helps extract wa-
ter from the soil when 
other plants cannot Salt 
is shed by dropping the 
leaves. It can live in up 
to 30 parts per billion 
of Boron in solution, 
compared to most plants 
which can tolerate only 
about 1-5 parts per bil-
lion. As with other des-
ert climate members of 
the Atriplex genus, it 
uses water conserving 
C4 photosynthetis, and 
it removes salts by hav-
ing bladders in the leaves 
that keep the salt from 
the plant cells. 

The leaves of the spe-
cies have a number of 
characteristics that con-
tribute to its ability to 
adapt  in a hot, dry en-
vironment. Its steeply 
angled leaves reduce 
midday solar intercep-

duce their absorption  of 
incident radiation dur-
ing the hot periods of the 
year by changing their 
moisture and dissolved 
salt contents. Because 
the  light intensity re-
quired for saturation of 
photosynthesis is low at 
such times is low, the re-

bush scrub in the Mojave 
Desert and can be found 
at elevations ranging 
from 250 to 3,900 feet.

Its small reddish fruits 
give it a passing resem-
blance to the unrelated 
European holly. Because 
of its attractiveness, this 

reflective coloration 
helps reflect the light 
and therefore reduce the 
amount of water lost.]

Plants are male or fe-
male in their natural dry, 
desert habitat, but when 
artificially transplanted 
to cooler and wetter cli-
mates, male and female 
flowers may occur on the 
same plant. Female flow-
ers are green.

The plant is a source 
of food and shelter for 
many desert animals. 
Barn Owls and Northern 
Harriers use its branches 
to perch on. Pronghorn, 
deer, and many desert 
rodents eat the leaves.

With dry soil, it can 
survive temperatures as 
low as ten degrees below 
zero Fahrenheit, but will 
die if the ground is wet 
and freezes. 

(951) 274-9798 (P)
  (951)  274-9036 (F)
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California Style
Unfolding

By Grace Bernal

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 

Read the
Sentinel 

On The World Wide Web!                                                                                         
  To visit our blog, simply type 

http://sbsentinel.com/ into your 
URL box and hit enter.  You can 
view the Sentinel, read individual 
articles, offer comments and search 
our archives from the convenience 
of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or 

iPhone.

 
Spring is unfolding 

and there are more bare 
legs and arms as the 

season progresses. Of 
course, one day is cooler 
than the others, and then 
the drama transforms it-
self, as the one following 

ficials say that the num-
bers drop at Ontario 
Airport coincided with 

that may heat up. The 
grass turfs have been 
unrolled and the earth is 

bursting out into springy 
colorful lawns. The fash-
ion is also changing into 
spring pallet colors but 
the silver color is hang-
ing on until its comple-

tion. The silver looks 
splashed into patterns 
like circles and and also 
a hint of black and white 

stripes are popping out, 
too. Everywhere you go 
the signs of spring are 
there and all the cooler 
outfits are coming to-
gether quite neatly. Keep 
on springing and experi-
menting with the new 
weather and the longer 
days. Enjoy the colors as 
they begin to unfold. 

“Style is a way to say 
who you are without 
having to speak”      ― 
Rachel Zoe

the contracting economy 
and a shift in the airline 
industry, which has in-
creased flights into ma-
jor population centers 
such as Los Angeles 
while decreasing the use 
of outlying regional hub 

airports such as Ontario.
Ontario Internation-

al’s domestic traffic for 
February was down 0.68 
percent, with 280,602 
domestic passengers, 
compared with 282,530 
for February of 2014.

At the same time, the 
airport’s international 
traffic was up 91.47 per-
cent over February 2014.

“We’re pleased to see 
a slight increase in Feb-
ruary although January 
through March is typi-
cally a slow period,” said 
Jess Romo, the airport 
manager in Ontario.  “It’s 
good news since we’re 
only two months into the 
year. International traffic 
was strong in February. 
This is a good sign.”

Mexico-based Volaris 
began service to Gua-
dalajara from Ontario 
International Airport in 
April of last year. That 
accounted for the uptick 
in the international pas-
senger figures registered 
in February, when there 
were 7,337 international 
passengers at Ontario 
Airport. Twelvemonths 
previously there had 
been 3,832 passengers 
to or from Mexico.  Both 

Volaris and AeroMexi-
co offer seven nonstop 
flights a week to Mexico. 

And it appears in-
ternational passenger 
numbers at Ontario will 
soon be increasing. Air-
port officials last week 

announced AeroMexico 
will offer four-times-a-
week round-trip flights 
from Ontario to Mexico 
City beginning Monday, 
three days from now, i.e., 
April 6.

Ontario Airport 
Passenger Num-
bers Climb Slightly   
from front page 


