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Greg Devereaux

James Ramos’s
 Field Rep Fired 

In Jail Drug 
Smuggling Try 

Rare Earth Production Rises At
 Molycorp’s Mountain Pass Mine

29 Palms Holds Line Against Pot Shops While 
Cannabis Advocates Force Vote In Yucca Valley

  Top LAWA Executive’s Retirement Opens Door For Ontario Airport Accommodation 

Extended Performance Evaluation Represents No Threat To Devereaux’s Tenure
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Mike Lipsitz
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Colton Reaches Delhi Sands Fly Protection Compromise With Fish & Wildlife

Gina Marie Lindsey 

Delhi Sands flower-loving fly

Alan Wapner

Greenwood Village, 
Colorado-based Mo-
lycorp, Inc. this week 
reported that rare earth 
production in the fourth 
quarter of 2014 at its 
Mountain Pass Mine 
near the eastern extreme 
of San Bernardino Coun-
ty increased over that 
during the similar period 
in 2013 and nearly dou-
bled that of the preced-
ing quarter.

 The Mountain Pass 
Mine completed the 

fourth quarter of 2014 
with 1,328 metric tons of 
rare earth oxide equiva-
lent production. That 
compares to 1,034 metric 
tons in the fourth quarter 
of 2013 and 691 metric 
tons in the third quarter 
of 2014. Full year 2014 
production totaled 4,785 
metric tons,  compared 
to 3,473 metric tons in 
2013. Per-unit cash pro-
duction costs at Moun-
tain Pass also declined 
sequen t ia l ly 

By Mark Gutglueck
 Los Angeles World 

Airports Executive Di-
rector Gina Marie Lind-
sey, who over the last 
three years has been 
demonized by Ontario 
city officials for her or-
ganization’s stewardship 
of Ontario International 
Airport, on Tuesday an-
nounced  her retirement. 

After a 39-year ca-
reer, 33 working in the 

aviation industry, Lind-
sey told her staff  “It is 
time for me to move on 

to other adventures.”
Prior to tendering her 

resignation, Lindsey dis-
cussed the advisability 
and timing of her retire-
ment with Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti and 
Los Angeles Board of 
Airport Commissioners 
President Sean Burton. 

“This is an appropri-
ate time for a transition,” 
said Lindsey.  “The next 
LAWA executive direc-

tor will be able to take 
the Airports Develop-
ment Program through 
its next major phase, its 
next round of projects 
that will last at least 10 
years.”  

In publicly announc-
ing her departure, Lind-
sey said she will stay on 
into the spring to ensure 
a smooth transition to 
new leadership for Los 
Angeles World Airports 

(LAWA), the corporate 
entity which manages 
the airports 

While council mem-
bers in the desert munic-
ipalities of Yucca Valley 
and Twentynine Palms 
are both seemingly col-
lectively disinclined 
toward allowing the es-
tablishment of medical 
marijuana dispensaries 
within their jurisdic-
tions, advocates of legal 
access to the drug are 
making steady headway 
in the town while the city 
has maintained its tradi-
tional line of prohibition 

against the substance. 
Nearly nineteen years 

after California’s voters 
passed Proposition 215 
to allow marijuana to be 
dispensed for medicinal 
purposes, the town of 
Yucca Valley and the city 
of Twentynine Palms, 
like the vast majority of 
cities in San Bernardino 
County, have refused to 
adjust their zoning codes 
to permit districts within 
their borders that would 
allow marijuana clinics 

to operate, thus prevent-
ing would-be drug sell-
ers the opportunity to 
operate legally. In Yucca 
Valley, one enterprising 
entrepreneur tested fate, 
the law and the resolve 
of town officials when 
he flew in under the radar 
by using sleight of hand 
in  obtaining a charter 
from the town to operate 
an ‘herbal shop.”

Upon town officials 
learning that the enter-
prise was a 

Greg Devereaux’s 
tenure as San Bernardino 
County’s chief executive 
officer appears to be safe 

despite the indefinite 
continuation of this an-
nual performance review 
last week. 

On January 29, the 
board of supervisors held 
a specially scheduled 
closed session meeting, 
with the sole agendized 
issue being the board’s 
evaluation of De-
vereaux’s performance. 

No action was re-
ported out of that closed 
session, which was agen-

dized by newly selected 
board chairman James 
Ramos, the county’s 
Third District supervisor. 

The Sentinel has 
learned that the evalua-
tion has been continued 
to a meeting date that 
has yet to be determined 
but which is anticipat-
ed within the next two 
months. 

The lack of a report of 
action at the January 29 
session prompted specu-

lation that Devereaux, 
who was appointed to the 
newly created position of 
county chief executive 

officer to succeed the 
county’s former top ex-
ecutive, Mark Uffer, who 
carried the title of county 
administrative officer, 
was on his way out. 

That speculation flew 
in the face of previous 

indications and conven-
tional wisdom. Upon 
his hiring in January 
2010, Devereaux was 
given, in addition to the 
enhanced title of county 
chief executive officer, a 
measure of job security 
heretofore unheard of in 
that his contract stipu-
lated that he could not be 
terminated on a simple 
3-2 vote as was the case 
with all of those who 
had served as 

The more than two-
decade-long ban on a 
swathe of property in 
Colton along the Santa 
Ana River has appar-
ently drawn to an end, as 
the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service on February 
2 issued a development 
permit for the property. 

The Colton City 
Council lost no time in 
approving the agreement 
relating to that permit, 

doing so at its February 
3 meeting. 

The ground in ques-
tion was declared off 
limits for development in 
1993 as a consequence of 
the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life’s determination that 
dunes along that particu-
lar portion of the Santa 
Ana River served as crit-
ical habitat for the  Delhi 
Sands flower-loving fly, 
which had been placed 

on the endangered spe-
cies list. 

The Santa Ana Riv-
er has its headwaters 

at the base of the San 
Bernardino Mountains 
above Highland. The 
river winds through San 

Bernardino to Colton, 
down into Riverside 
County and then on to 
Orange County with 
its ultimate terminus in 
the Pacific Ocean. The 
nectar-feeding Delhi 
Sands flower-loving fly, 
breeds in sandy soil and 
sand dunes, which once 
existed in plentiful sup-
ply along the Santa Ana 
River. Most of those 
dunes, however, 

 Michael S. Lipsitz, 
Third District County 
Supervisor James Ra-
mos’s field representative 
for the Morongo Basin, 
was arrested Wednesday 
evening as he attempted 
to provide drugs to an 
inmate during a visit at 
the Glen Helen Rehabili-
tation Center.

Lipsitz, 53, of Land-
ers, was employed by 
Z107.7 radio as a news 
reporter and was  the  
founding member of the 
Morongo Basin Demo-
cratic Club before he 
was hired into the field 
representative position 
in April 2014. Ramos 
terminated him from the 
position in the immedi-
ate aftermath of his ar-
rest.

According to the sher-
iff’s department, “Re-
cently, deputies at the 
Glen Helen Rehabilita-
tion Center received in-
formation that narcotics 
were being brought into 
the facility.  Deputies 
began an investigation 
and found that Michael 
Lipsitz was a frequent 
visitor of Joshua Rhodes 
and identified Lipsitz as 
the person responsible 
for bringing narcotics to 
inmate Rhodes at the fire 
camp.  On Wednesday, 
February 4, 2015, at ap-
proximately 7:00 p.m., 
Michael Lipsitz arrived 
for a scheduled visit 
with Rhodes at the fire 
camp.  Within minutes, 
deputies interrupted the 
visit as Lipsitz 
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in the fourth quarter of 
2014. 

Molycorp has intensi-
fied its effort to have the 
United States reassert it-
self as a major producer 
of rare earth minerals, 
based primarily on its 
mining operations in a 
remote area of San Ber-
nardino County.

In recent decades, 
China has become the 
predominant supplier of 

rare earth metals.  Mo-
lycorps is making strides 
in challenging Chinese 
rare earth production pri-
macy.

Rare earth minerals, 
also known as lanthinides 
or rare earth metals, are a 
set of seventeen chemi-
cal elements, specifically 
scandium, yttrium, lan-
thanum, cerium, praseo-
dymium, neodymium, 
promethium, samarium,  
gadolinium,  europium, 
terbium, dysprosium, 
holmium, erbium, thuli-
um, and ytterbium. They 

have a number of critical 
industrial and technical 
uses and applications, 
including serving as 
components in mercury-
vapor lamps. high-tem-
perature superconduc-
tors, lasers, microwave 
filters, high refractive 
index glass, hybrid elec-
trical vehicles, flint prod-
ucts, battery-electrodes, 
camera lenses, carbon 
arc lighting, didymium 
glass used in weld-
ing goggles, polishing 
powder,  ceramic ca-
pacitors, nuclear batter-

ies, rare-earth magnets, 
memory chips, red and 
blue phosphors, green 
phosphors, fluorescent 
lamps, vanadium steel, 
x-ray machines and in-
frared lasers. Rare earth 
elements also facilitate 
hydrogen storage, fluid 
catalytic cracking, cre-
ating violet and yellow 
colors in glass or ceram-
ics, catalyzing the refin-
ing of petroleum, oxidiz-
ing chemicals, neutron 
capture, and contrasting 
magnetic resonance im-
ages.

Company officials 
said that the higher pro-
duction volumes they 
expect at Mountain Pass 
in 2015 should coincide 
with relatively strong 
demand the Company is 
seeing for products such 
as the magnetic rare earth 
material neodymium/
praseodymium, lantha-
num, and light rare earth 
concentrate (“LREC”). 

According to a state-
ment from the company, 
“Molycorp processes 
Mountain Pass LREC 
at vertically integrated 

downstream processing 
facilities into a variety of 
value-added engineered 
materials, including rare 
earth magnetic materi-
als for multiple down-
stream markets and ve-
hicle emissions catalysts 
that consume cerium and 
other materials.”

 The company said 
that its onsite chlor-al-
kali plant at Mountain 
Pass is performing well 
in producing hydrochlo-
ric acid, a key chemical 
reagent used in rare earth 
production at Mountain 
Pass.  Moreover, com-
mercial availability also 
has improved, such that 
hydrochloric acid cur-
rently is no longer a sig-
nificant constraint to pro-
duction.

According to the com-
pany statement, “Moly-
corp’s Chlor-Alkali plant 
helps to lower cash pro-
duction costs by gener-
ating chemical reagents 
onsite, reducing waste 
water disposal costs, and 
further shrinking the en-
vironmental footprint of 
rare earth production.”

Molycorp officials 
reported that repairs of 
construction-related is-
sues with the facility’s 
newly expanded leach 
system are ongoing. 
Once fully operational, 
that system is expected 
to increase rare earth 
production and lower 
operating costs.

 “We were pleased 
to see our production 
increase in the fourth 
quarter relative to the 
preceding quarter and 
year-on-year,” said 
Geoff Bedford, Presi-
dent and CEO of Mo-
lycorp, Inc. “Optimiza-
tion at Mountain Pass is 
ongoing, but our fourth 

Two different super-
intendents in two of San 
Bernardino County’s 
High Desert school dis-
tricts have been accorded 
far different treatment as 
those districts have been 
met with challenges.

In the Barstow Uni-
fied School Dis trict, 
Sci ence Technology 
Engineer ing and Math-
ematics Acad emy Prin-
cipal Mark Has sell was 
arrested last month by 

Barstow police on suspi-
cion of having sex with a 
17-year-old student. Has-
sel resigned. This week 
Barstow Unified board 
members lavished praise 
upon superintendent 
Jeff Malan for how he 
has managed the district 
through the controversy.

At the time of Has-
sell’s arrest, Malan of-
fered only minimal 
information and virtu-
ally no comment beyond 

saying that the district 
would “follow proper 
protocol” in dealing with 
the matter.

On February 3, Bar-
stow Unified board 
member Barbara Rose 
publicly thanked Malan 
for his calm and steady 
leadership, a sentiment 
that was echoed by other 
board members.

 “Thanks for all you 
do for us,” said board 
member Ben Rosenburg.

In Victorville’s Ex-
celsior Public Charter 
School District, super-
intendent Bill Flynn 
did not fare as well this 
week. He and assistant 
superintendent of student 
services Minda Stack-
elhouse were abruptly 
placed on leave Febru-
ary 2. No reason for 
that action by the board 
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county administrative 
officer. Rather four votes 
of the board were needed 
to fire him. 

In addition to that 
level of job security, 
the currently composed 
board and those that pre-
ceded it have deferred 
to Devereaux in nearly 
all particulars pertaining 
to county governance.  
The entire county bud-
get is essentially a docu-
ment Devereaux works 
up with assistance from 
the county’s various de-
partment heads. He is 
essentially unfettered in 
giving direction to the 
county’s lower echelons 
with regard to policy 
and operations. Whereas 
under previous county 
administrative officers, 
board members would 
have direct dealings with 
department heads and 
were free to take up with 
each of the county’s di-
visions specific issues 
or complaints lodged by 
the supervisors’ constitu-
ents, any hashing out or 
ironing out of constitu-
ent problems now go 
through Devereaux and 
board members are no 
longer at liberty to talk to 
department heads. This 
is seen as both a sign of 
Devereaux’s domination 
of the governmental ma-

chinery and the degree 
to which the supervisors 
want to be disengaged 
from the nuts and bolts 
running of the county.

On May 7, 2013, the 
board of supervisors  ex-
tended Devereaux’s con-
tract as  chief executive 
offcer to March 2017. 
Yearly performance 
evaluations, however, 
are a routine element of 
the relationship between 
the board and the top 
administrator and they 
present the only point at 
which the board’s mem-
bers have any leverage 
over the CEO.

Because the call for 
the evaluation originated 
with Ramos and was en-
couraged by First Dis-
trict Supervisor Robert 
Lovingood, it would ap-
pear that the issue that 
might be under examina-
tion is the board’s loss of 
its discretionary spend-
ing, a move championed 
by Devereaux as a cost 
cutting measure to bal-
ance the county’s budget. 
Previously, each supervi-
sor was given a $450,000 
allowance to spend as he 
or she deemed fit within 
her own district with-
out having to obtain full 
board approval on those 
appropriations. In some 
of the districts, that mon-
ey was not fully spent. 
But in both the First and 
Third districts, which 
have the most unincor-
porated county territory 
of the county’s five dis-

tricts, that money has 
been traditionally spent 
to provide services to 
residents who do not 
live in incorporated mu-
nicipalities. The Second, 
Fourth and Fifth districts 
cover ground that has 
been largely annexed 
by cities, which provide 
their own level of servic-
es to their residents. For 
that reason, Ramos and 
Lovingood may be intent 
on having the discre-
tionary finding formerly 
allotted to supervisors 
restored, as that would 
give them the opportuni-
ty to provide a modicum 
of services to their con-
stituents without having 
to get the approval of 
Devereaux or their board 
colleagues. 

To a certain extent, 
Devereaux’s dominat-
ing methods may have 
rubbed some the wrong 
way, in particular some 
of the more outspoken 
or aggressive members 
of the county’s employ-
ee unions. Devereaux 
sought and achieved 
from all of the county’s 
union’s contract conces-
sions that he claimed 
were necessary to bal-
ance the county’s bud-
get. In his role as nego-
tiator, Devereaux was 
essentially serving the 
board members, who did 
not themselves want to 
assume the role of be-
ing hard nosed with the 
unions, who have proven 
to be major source of 
campaign donations to 
county elected officials 
in the last decade, rival-
ing or outrunning the de-
velopment community, 
which was paralyzed by 
the foundering economy. 
Despite some grumbling 
from a relative few of 
their members, the coun-
ty’s employee unions are 
not pressuring the mem-
bers of the board of su-
pervisors with regard to 
pay and benefits policy. 
Thus, the board does not 
need to nudge or force 
Devereaux to change his 
approach. The last time 
the county’s employee 
unions felt the need to 
make an example of a 
member of the board of 
supervisors was in 2000, 
when they rallied behind 
Bill Postmus in his move 
to oust incumbent super-
visor Kathy Davis. That 
ploy indeed succeeded 
and the unions derived 

some degree of benefit 
from it. Nevertheless, 
Postmus would even-
tually crash and burn, 
admitting to political 
corruption that included 
14 counts of bribe tak-
ing, conflict of interest, 
conspiracy, perjury and 
related crimes pertaining 
to his term as supervi-
sor. For that reason and 
others, the unions do not 
have the will to utilize 
heavy handed political 
tactics to influence mem-
bers of the board, who in 
any case, are highly de-
pendent upon Devereaux 
for running the county. 

Technically, De-
vereaux’s security vis-a-
vis the 4-1 requirement 
to terminate him may 
not be ironclad. While 
his contract does con-
tain that requirement, 
that contract was rati-
fied by the board in early 
2010, which was then 
composed of Neil Derry, 
Josie Gonzales, Paul Bi-
ane, Gary Ovitt, and Brad 
Mitzelfelt. Four fifths of 
the board has now left, 
so that only Gonzales 
remains. According to 
the California Consti-
tutions and the county 
charter, a board cannot 
by its actions restrict the 
action of a future board. 
It would thus appear the 
board has the authority, 
if it were to so choose, 
to cashier Devereaux on 
a 3-2 vote. In that event 
he could sue the county 
and he would most likely 
be due the balance of his 
contract, but he could 
most likely be forced to 
depart as CEO if such a 
vote were taken. 

That point is moot, 
however, since the will 
to remove him is not 
present. 

What seems most 
likely is that at the Janu-
ary 29 meeting, board 
members may have 
sought information from 
Devereaux which he was 
not then prepared to pro-
vide and the game plan 
now is to allow him to 
return at a later date to tie 
up whatever loose ends 
remain with regard to re-
storing the supervisors’ 
discretionary spending 
authority or whatever is-
sue they are currently in-
terested in. At that point, 
his evaluation, for the 
current year, will have 
been concluded. 

I hope my readers will indulge me in a bit of self-
indulgence this week as I use, or is it abuse, this 
space for what is a blatantly personal fixation…

Many, many years ago, although to me it seems 
not really that long back, almost as if it were just last 
week or last month, I crossed paths with this wom-
an who with all of her earthly charms just outright 
caught my fancy, captured my imagination, indeed 
took prisoner of my heart and probably my soul, if 
the words of the poets are true. Because of some 
monumental stupidity on my part or perhaps some 
twist of fate or circumstance that is beyond my frame 
of reference or meager realm of understanding, we 
fell out of touch with one another. Rarely has a day 
or night passed when I have not had cause to think 
about her, what she had gotten herself up to, where 
she was, whether she as often as I of her or indeed 
ever thought of me and, if indeed she did, what it was 
that she thought…

There were some geographical and cultural points 
of commonality to our lives, and I would once have 
been too embarrassed to admit it, but there was a 
time that I, like the fool I am, found myself going 
solo at the opera, or the ballet, and on occasion at the 
cinema or other spot, places all where I hazarded a 
guess she might turn up. For four years I spent thou-
sands of dollars on season tickets for an entire opera 
box. I would arrive well before show time, and there 
I would perch, using my opera glasses to scan the in-
coming crowd, searching high and low for a glimpse 
of her. I would continue to make a spectacle of my-
self once the performance began, using the glasses 
not to focalize upon the stage, but to pore over the 
audience despite the dimmed house lights, hoping to 
find her among the multitude. In my overly imagina-
tive mind’s eye she would be there, and I, as if I were 
some gallant, would then rush to the foyer to meet 
her, by chance she would think, and I would resume 
what had once seemed for us irretrievably lost. Alas, 
but this played out only in the too fertile halls of my 
creative cortex, and never I ran across her using any 
of these stratagems…

Some years later, I hired a shamus, a private in-
vestigator, to see if she could be found. That too 
came up empty…

Well now, after all of these decades, and my hav-
ing moved to and fro about the globe, back to Eu-
rope, to Hong Kong and again to this continent and 
now across it to my mountain redoubt, what are the 
chances that she is anywhere to be discovered? What 
are the chances that she has ever read the Sentinel, 
and if she has, will have picked up this edition? Not 
very likely, I should think, but as I am old and des-
perate, I will, as you Yanks are wont to say, throw up 
a Hail Mary…

If your eyes cross this, Christine Amélie Betten-
court, contact me, by means of this newspaper. After 
all of these years, I would think we should scarcely 
recognize one another. I will be the one with the 
monocle. And I will know it is you if you can answer 
these two riddles: What kind of birds had nested in 
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quarter production dem-
onstrates momentum in 
the right direction. Rare 
earth pricing softened in 
the fourth quarter with 
market uncertainty sur-
rounding release of final 
details of China’s ongo-
ing reforms to rare earth 
mining, separation, and 
export regulatory poli-
cies. However, given the 
relatively strong internal 
and external demand 
we are seeing for many 
Mountain Pass products, 
continuing to boost pro-
duction there is a top op-
erational priority.”

Because of their geo-
chemical properties, rare 
earth elements are typi-
cally dispersed and not 
often found in concen-
trated and economically 
exploitable forms.

Until 1948, most of 
the world’s rare earths 
were mined in India and 
Brazil. In the 1950s, 
South Africa became the 
leading supplier of rare 
earth metals.

In 1949, the Moun-
tain Pass Mine, which 
lies in the extreme north-
east portion of San Ber-
nardino County roughly 
15 miles from the Cali-
fornia-Nevada state line, 
was discovered by a ura-
nium prospector.  The 

Molybdenum Corpora-
tion of America bought 
the mining claims, and 
small-scale production 
began in 1952. Produc-
tion expanded greatly 
in the 1960s, with the 
Mountain Pass facil-
ity becoming the world’s 
dominant producer of 
rare earth elements. 
From 1965 until 1995 it 
was an almost exclusive 
supplier of europium, 
which is used in color 
television screens. The 
Molybdenum Corpora-
tion of America changed 
its name to Molycorp in 
1974 and was acquired 
by Union Oil/Unocal in 
1977.

 Unocal was served 
with an environmental 
cleanup order relating to 
the facility and sued by  
San Bernardino Coun-
ty’s district attorney’s 
office in a civil lawsuit. 
The company paid more 
than $1.4 million in fines 
and settlements and the 
mine was shut down in 
2002, at which time Chi-
na eclipsed the United 
States as the leading sup-
plier of rare earth metals. 
After Unocal in 2004 
obtained a new operating 
permit for the mine, it 
was acquired the follow-
ing year by the Chevron 
Corporation.

By 2005, 96 percent 
of the world’s rare earth 
elements were mined in 
China. In 2007, China 

restricted exports of rare 
earth elements and im-
posed export tariffs. In 
2008, Molycorp Miner-
als LLC, based in Green-
wood Village, Colorado, 
was formed to revive the 
Mountain Pass Mine, 
and acquired the opera-
tion. On July 29, 2010, 
Molycorp, Inc. became 
a publicly-traded firm 
by selling 28,125,000 
shares at $14 in its initial 
public offering. On Sep-
tember 22, 2010 China 

quietly enacted a ban 
on exports of rare earths 
to Japan. Later that fall, 
Congress passed legis-
lation to subsidize the 
revival of the American 
rare earths industry, in-
cluding the reopening of 
the Mountain Pass mine.

Initially, Molycorp 
lost money. But by the 
second quarter of 2011, 
the company was show-
ing a profit. Molycorp 
acquired processing fa-
cilities in Arizona and 

Estonia. In March 2012, 
Molycorp Inc. acquired 
Neo Material Technolo-
gies Inc., a Canadian rare 
earth processing compa-
ny, for $1.3 billion.

On August 2012, Mo-
lycorp initiated Project 
Phoenix at the Mountain 
Pass Mine, which includ-
ed the addition of an on-
site combined heat and 
power plant, which is 
now providing  low-cost, 
high-efficiency electrical 
power and steam for the 

company’s extraction of 
heavy rare earth concen-
trate ore which is then 
processed into high-pu-
rity, custom-engineered  
rare earth products at 
Molycorp’s production 
facilities.

Within short order it is 
anticipated that the mine 
will be the major source 
of the world’s bastnäsite, 
calcite, barite, dolomite, 
cerium, lanthanum, neo-
dymium and Europium.

Mountain Pass 
Mine Production 
from page 2

Former Second Dis-
trict San Bernardino 
County Supervisor Cal 
McElwain has died.

McElwain, a Demo-
crat and former union or-
ganizer, used those con-
nections as a springboard 
into politics. He served 
two terms on the board 
of supervisors during 
which he grew to be the 
dominant member of the 
board, but was felled by 
the transition of the dis-
trict he represented into 
a Republican stronghold 
as, well as attacks he sus-
tained over his loyalty to 
his supporters and family 
members. 

Born in Painterville, 
Pennsylvania on April 
25, 1929, Calvin McEl-
wain grew up in Lew-
istown, Pennsylvania, 
leaving school prema-
turely to enlist in the 

U.S. Army at the age of 
16 during the last year 
of the Second World 
War. After serving in 
the Army from 1945 to 
1947, he returned home 
to finish high school, 
graduating from Mifflin 
County High School in 
1949 at the age of 20. 

McElwain married 
his wife Juneta, with 
whom he would have 
six children, on July 11, 

1949.  From 1949 until 
1958, McElwain ran a 
service station and oper-
ated a restaurant in Penn-
sylvania.

In 1958, he moved 
with his family to Cali-
fornia, moving to a 
house in San Antonio 
Heights just above Up-
land. He obtained work 
at the Kaiser Steel Mill 
in Fontana, moving up to 
the position of metallur-
gical quality control spe-
cialist. While at the plant 
he became a union stew-
ard, and he went on to 
become a legislative ana-
lyst for the United Steel 
Workers of America.

He attended classes 
at Chaffey College, U.C. 
Berkeley and Harvard, 
many of them in dis-
ciplines related to his 
union role, such as labor 
management, labor man-

agement relations, busi-
ness law, psychology and 
collective bargaining.

In 1978 he ran for 
Second District supervi-
sor against Joseph Ka-
mansky, eking out a vic-
tory in the November 7 
general election.  

His union associa-
tions stood him in good 
stead in the portion of 
Fontana in the Second 
District, which included 
the Kaiser Steel Mill. He 
hired John Casey, a for-
mer union steward as his 
field representative for 
Fontana. He cultivated 
close relations with other 
elected officials within 
his district, including 
then Rancho Cucamonga 
councilmen Chuck Bu-
quet and Dick Dahl, and 
county officials such as 
assessor Gordon Young. 

He constructed 

an impressive politi-
cal machine which in-
cluded strong Democrat 
and union support and 
cruised to a comfortable 
reelection in 1982.

He commanded an 
impressive political 
fiefdom, was elected to 
serve as chairman of the 
board of supervisors and 
held positions on over a 
dozen state and county 
committees and boards, 
including the National 
Association of Counties, 
San Bernardino Associ-
ated Governments, and 
Omnitrans’ board of di-
rectors.

But in 1984, he was 
damaged by revela-
tions of his links to fire-
works magnate Patrick 
Moriarty  and his con-
nection and efforts on 
behalf of ambulance 
franchise holder Mercy 

Ambulance. The coup 
de grace to his political 
tenure came when it was 
revealed that six of his 
seven immediate family 
members had obtained 
employment with the 
county. In 1986, he was 
challenged and beaten 
by then-up-and-coming 
politician Jon Mikels, 
the mayor of Rancho Cu-
camonga. 

McElwain remained 
a political entity thereaf-
ter, but worked through 
other elected officials, 
such as Dave Eshleman, 
city councilman and later 
mayor of Fontana, who 
was also a Democrat.

He was active in the 
Al Malaikah Shriners 
in Los Angeles, the Up-
land Masonic Lodge, the 
Ontario Elks Lodge, the 
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
Isaac Wilson Lord - Cowpuncher, Physician, Lone

 Trailblazer, LA Streetcar Line Founder & SBC Supervisor 

   Isaac Wilson Lord

By Mark Gutglueck 
Isaac Wilson Lord 

was born on June 10, 
1836 in Warrenville, Il-
linois, some twenty-five 
miles of what was de-
scribed as the “squalid 
village of Chicago,” on 
the east bank of the Du-
Page River.  Born into 
comfortable circum-
stance, he was the only 
son of Dr. Israel S.P. Lord 
and Mary G. (Wilson) 
Lord, the daughter of the 
Congressman Isaac Wil-
son, a close friend of the 
future president, James 
K. Polk.

In 1839, Dr. Lord sold 
his claim of one hun-
dred and sixty acres on 
the DuPage River for 
two hundred dollars and 
moved seven miles west 
to the east bank of the 
Fox River, buying there 
a remote four-room log 
house and one hundred 
acres of prime land for 
one hundred dollars.  
He essentially found-
ed a settlement at this 
spot, which he named 
the “Batavia” after his 
hometown in New York.  
He set about attracting 
others to the area and 
with the arrival of other 
families the following 
year, established what 
would grow into a thriv-
ing community. 

Though he was reared 
by well-educated par-
ents, Isaac Lord’s early 
education was somewhat 
limited in scope. He had 
the advantage of ample 
experience in connec-
tion with the labors and 
interests of the pioneer 
community in which 
he was raised. In 1853, 
when  he was seventeen, 
he journeyed on foot to a 
place in Indiana roughly 
200 miles south of Chi-
cago where he found 
employment as a cattle 
drover. His first major 
assignment in this ca-
pacity was to work with 
eight men who herded 
three hundred and six-
teen head of cattle from 
Shelbyville, in eastern 
Illinois, to California. 
This sojourn lasted six 
months and two days. 
No tents were provided 

for shelter, nor were the 
drovers furnished with 
horses or mules to ride. 
Food and other provi-
sions were nonexistent, 
poor and scarce. The job 
entailed driving all day 

and standing guard ev-
ery other night.  Twice 
Indians stampeded the 
herd, but only three 
cows were lost in the 
brisk skirmishes which 
ensued. The exhausted 
party, with the cattle, 
reached Hangtown, Cal-
ifornia on September 16, 
1853.

At that point, the plac-
er mining of the 1849 
Gold Rush was dimin-
ishing and rock-mining 
was just starting. There 
was little or no agricul-
ture, horticulture, manu-
facturing or commerce 
in California. Thou-
sands of people who had 
flocked to the Golden 
State seeking quick for-
tunes were penniless, 
flirting with starvation 
and unable to get back 
East to  what they now 
knew as “God’s Coun-
try.” After his arrival in 
September, young Isaac 
Lord spent seven weeks 
washing pots and dishes 
at a Sacramento hotel, a  
menial, fourteen-hour-a-
day  task that was done 
in exchange for board 
and shelter in the ho-

tel’s barn. He stayed at 
this job until he had ad-
vanced to the more dig-
nified position of chief 
cook with the impres-
sive stipend of  $100 
per month. Leaving this 

employ after saving up a 
small fund, he went into 
the mountains to try his 
hand at placer-mining. 
In this, he was an ab-
ject failure His nest egg 
was soon exhausted.  He 
returned to cowpunch-
ing  and with a few other 
enlisted with a band of 
Mexican vaqueros, driv-
ing  cattle from what 
is now Bakersfield to 
Stockton.  One trip took 
them to the Cahuenga 
Valley, the present site of 
Hollywood, where the 29 
drovers secured thirteen 
hundred head of cattle. 

In 1856, the twenty-
year-old was informed 
that back in Illinois, his 
mother’s health was fail-
ing. He purchased a rid-
ing horse, mule and pack 
horse and set out alone 
for Batavia. This proved 
one of the defining un-
dertakings of his life as 
he became the first man 
to cross the mountains 
and great plains alone. 
Before he reached St. 
Joseph, Missouri, on 
October 8, 1856, he was 
waylaid and held cap-
tive by the Shoshone 

Indians for three weeks. 
He arrived at his parent’ 
place of residence on No-
vember 2 and two days 
later headed the parade 
in honor of the famous 
surveyor, mapmaker 
and pathfinder, Colonel 
John C. Fremont. Mr. 
Lord still lacked by six 
months further maturity 
being old enough to vote 
for Fremont who was, 
that year the first nomi-
nee of the Republican 
Party for President of the 
United States. 

He thereafter began 
studying, under his fa-
ther’s tutelage, medicine. 
While yet in Batavia he 
proved himself eligible 
to practice as a physician, 
and engaged in the pri-
vate practice of the med-
ical arts for two years. 
He would conclude that 
the work was not to his 
liking and he then ac-
cepted employment as a 
bookkeeper for the Mar-
shal Field and Company 
mercantile firm in Chi-
cago. Eight months later 
he began working as ca-
shier and bookkeeper in 
the freight department of 
the Great Northern Rail-
road, remaining in that 
post for about five years. 
In the meantime, he mar-
ried.  In March of 1872, 
accompanied by his wife 
and two small children, 
he returned to Califor-
nia. 

He settled in Los An-
geles, where he engaged 
in the furniture and car-
pet business as a mem-
ber of the firm Dotter 
and Lord.

Lord’s first wife, 
with whom he had three 
daughters and a son, 

died after their move to 
Los Angeles in 1872.

 He next entered into 
a partnership with Judge 
Robert M. Widney, pro-
moting the building of 
the first streetcar line on 
the south coast of San 
Francisco. This proved 
profitable and together 
with Widney, he under-
took to build the San 
Pedro streetcar line from 
Santa Monica Station to 
the River Station of the 
Southern Pacific Rail-
road. Lord was the presi-
dent of this line. 

Widney and Lord then 
turned their attention to 
the growing and harvest-
ing of eucalyptus trees 
for firewood and owned 
two hundred acres of 
trees near the San Ga-
briel River. This ven-
ture, too, was successful. 
When the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce 
was organized in 1882, 
Widney was named its 
first president and Lord 
secretary and treasurer.  
Among other notable 
accomplishments, Lord 
was responsible for the 
construction of the first 
cable car line in Los An-
geles.

In 1883, he married 
the widowed Mrs. Julia 
Emma (Stoddard) Scott, 
daughter of William 
Moses Stoddard of Sac-
ramento.  They had one 
daughter, Mrs.  J.J. Van-
dergrift. 

In 1885, Lord retired 
from active business and 
moved to Cucamonga, 
where he engaged in 
the planting of olive and 
citrus groves. In 1887, 
he founded the town of 
Lordsburg in Los Ange-

les County, which in Au-
gust 1917 was renamed 
LaVerne.

In 1890, Lord was 
elected to the San Ber-
nardino County Board of 
Supervisors, represent-
ing the Second District, 
serving from January 5, 
1891 to January 7, 1895. 
He was succeeded by 
Judge George R. Hol-
brook of Ontario.  Dur-
ing his tenure, the board 
approved the construc-
tion of a granite court-
house, a new jail, a large 
hospital and seventeen 
bridges. The bridges 
were built at the impe-
tus of Jacob N. Victor, 
a member of the board 
of supervisors whose 
only term in office co-
incided exactly with 
Lord’s.  During the first 
two years of the 1891-95 
San Bernardino County 
administration, there 
were more miles of roads 
opened in the county 
than had been thus im-
proved during the entire 
preceding forty years of 
the county’s existence. 

In 1907, Lord and his 
family returned to Los 
Angeles where he vir-
tually retired from any 
business activity what-
soever, yet retained his 
civic zeal and was active 
in various organization 
until his death on March 
16, 1917, at the age of 80. 
One daughter, Cornelia, 
and his son, Isaac, pre-
deceased him.  Two wid-
owed daughters, Mrs. 
Hannah Randle and Mrs. 
Brooks, along with Mrs. 
Vanergrift and his sec-
ond wife, survived him. 

was publicly disclosed. 
Peter Wright, the assis-
tant superintendent of 
educational services was 
temporarily upgraded to 
acting superintendent to 
replace Flynn.

The action was taken 

by the Excelsior School 
Board minus board 
member Felix Diaz, who 
was not in attendance at 
the meeting.

There has been no 
explanation given as to 
what the grounds for the 
board’s action was.

Excelsior Charter 
Schools is a public en-
tity, chartered under the 
authority of the Vic-

tor Valley Union High 
School District. It con-
sists of five schools, two  
in Victorville and one 
each in Phelan and Bar-
stow as well as in Norco 
in Riverside County.
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owned by the city of Los 
Angeles for its Depart-
ment of Airports.

Lindsey’s departure 
comes at a critical junc-
ture in the relationship 
between the city of Los 
Angeles and the city of 
Ontario, which have de-
veloped major differenc-
es over the current and 
future management and 
ownership of Ontario In-
ternational Airport. 

LAWA is charged 
with operating Los An-
geles International Air-
port, Van Nuys Airport, 
and Ontario Interna-
tional Airport, the later 
of which has been un-
der the control of Los 
Angeles for more than 
47 years. In 1967, when 
Ontario Airport yet had 
a gravel parking lot and 
fewer than 200,000 pas-
sengers passing through 
its gates annually, the 
Ontario City Council 
ratified a joint operating 
agreement with the city 
of Los Angeles to permit 
the larger city to use its 
stronger negotiating po-
sition with the airlines 
serving Southern Cali-
fornia to induce them to 
utilize the Ontario facil-
ity. Using the leverage 
it possessed by virtue of 
its control of gate posi-
tions at Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport, Los 
Angeles persuaded a 

whole host of airlines to 
begin flying into and out 
of Ontario, transforming 
the former backwater air 
field into a world class 
aerodrome, eliminat-
ing one of its obsolete 
runways, improving its 
existing east-west run-
way and constructing 
another, and construct-
ing an ultra-modern 
concourse and two new 
terminals. After all of 
the performance criteria 
in the original joint op-
erating agreement were 
achieved, in 1985 the 
city of Ontario deeded 
the airport to the city of 
Los Angeles for no con-
sideration. During the 
more than two-decades 
after that transition, the 
airport continued to pros-
per, with ridership rising 
to an all-time record 7.2 
million in 2007. 

That same year, on 
June 4, 2007, Lindsey, 
who had decades of ex-
perience in airport man-
agement and a record of 
success in renovating 
and improving interna-
tional airports, includ-
ing with Seattle-Tacoma 
Airport, was appointed 
LAWA executive direc-
tor. 

Lindsey’s arrival co-
incided with two sets of 
events that ultimately 
fueled the souring of 
relations between the 
cities of Los Angeles 
and Ontario with re-
gard to Ontario Interna-
tional Airport. The first 

of these was Lindsey’s 
push to step up the mod-
ernization of Los Ange-
les International Airport, 
which would ultimately 
lead, at least in part, to 
soaring passenger num-
bers there. The second 
event was the massive 
economic downturn that 
transitioned into a linger-
ing national, statewide 
and regional recession 
that perpetuated itself 
for nearly seven years. 
Airlines, in an effort to 
shield themselves from 
the continuing economic 
decline, began cutting 
back on flights, particu-
larly to locations outside 
heavy population cen-
ters. Beginning in 2008 
and until mid-2014, pas-
senger traffic at Ontario 
International declined 
steadily. This led to a de-
terioration in the working 
relationship between Los 
Angeles and Ontario. In 
2010, Ontario officials, 
led by city councilman 
Alan Wapner, initiated 
a campaign aimed at 
wresting control and 
ownership of Ontario In-
ternational Airport back 
from Los Angeles. Los 
Angeles officials, includ-
ing most prominently 
Lindsey, at first ignored 
and then began to resist 
that effort, which grew 
increasingly strident and 
uncivil. Ontario officials, 
with Wapner in the lead, 
began to openly charge 
that Lindsey had evinced 
hostility toward the city 

of Ontario and its air-
port, and was deliber-
ately managing Ontario 
International operations 
to raise costs and mini-
mize both revenues and 
ridership there as part 
of a plot to increase rev-
enue and gate numbers at 
Los Angeles Internation-
al Airport. Lindsey and 
her staff denied those 
accusations, pointing 
out that the airlines were 
being pushed by their 
own economic impera-
tives. But in 2013, in the 
waning days of Anthony 
Villaraigosa’s tenure as 
Los Angeles mayor, the 
city of Ontario, through 
the Washington, D.C.-
based law firm of Shep-
pard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton, sued Los An-
geles in the neutral fo-
rum of Riverside Supe-
rior Court, charging Los 
Angeles and LAWA with 
willful mismanagement 
of Ontario Airport and 
seeking the return of the 
aerodrome to the city in 
which it is located.

The city of Los An-
geles turned back a ma-
jor portion of that legal 
challenge last month 
when Riverside Superior 
Court Judge Gloria Con-
nor Trask ruled against 
Ontario’s claims that the 
47-year-old joint operat-
ing agreement and the 
29-year-old title transfers 
were illegally ratified 
and therefore unenforce-
able and voidable. Along 
the way, however, Ontar-

io’s lawyers have pushed 
for the discovery of in-
ternal LAWA documents 
and staff communica-
tions, and has trumpeted 
selected examples culled 
from these in the press to 
demonstrate what Ontar-
io officials, again led by 
Wapner front and center, 
said was LAWA’s and in 
particular Lindsey’s per-
nicious attitude toward 
Ontario. 

The personalization 
of the attacks have oc-
curred against a back-
drop of jockeying be-
tween the two cities over 
the “value” of the air-
port, i.e., the amount of 
money that will change 
hands if the airport title 
is to be handed back to 
Ontario. Wapner long 
insisted that the airport 
was a “public benefit as-
set”  and had no “value” 
as such. He called for 
Los Angeles to simply 
deed the airport back at 
no consideration. Los 
Angeles, on the other 
hand, has claimed that 
over $500 million dol-
lars has been expended 
on improvements at the 
facility and that major 
portions of the funds 
for those improvements 
originated from revenue 
generated at Los Angeles 
International Airport or 
at Ontario International 
Airport while it has been 
in the possession of Los 
Angeles, as well as from 
federal grants Los An-
geles secured or from 

bonds issued under the 
authority of Los Angeles 
as a public agency. 

Ontario privately ten-
dered a $250 million of-
fer to Los Angeles World 
Airports for transfer of 
the airport’s title and op-
erational control. That 
offer included Ontario 
assuming $75 million 
of the outstanding bond 
debt obligations for past 
improvements to the 
airport, $125 million in 
future passenger facility 
charges to be realized at 
the airport and $50 mil-
lion cash.

Los Angeles scoffed 
at that offer, giving indi-
cation they would accept 
no less than $450 million 
for the airport and the 
property on which it sits, 
which in any case they 
considered to be a gen-
erously charitable coun-
terproposal reflecting 
a roughly $100 million 
discount of the cost of 
the improvements made 
to the airport during Los 
Angeles’s 47 year mana-
gerial run there. 

Ontario has fought 
back, suggesting both 
in court documents and 
in public statements that 
Los Angeles has cooked 
the books and grossly 
overstated - by hundreds 
of millions of dollars 
- the actual amount of 
money Los Angeles has 
contributed toward im-
provements at Ontario 
Airport.  

For their part, Los An-
geles officials at all lev-
els, from the city council 
through to the manage-
ment ranks at LAWA 
have been offended by 
the vitriol and tenor of 
Ontario’s campaign. It 
is unclear whether Lind-
sey’s departure came at 
her own initiative or was 
imposed upon her by 
the political leadership 
on the Los Angeles City 
Council  and the airport 
board. The timing of 
her leaving in the wake 
of the city of Los Ange-
les’s substantial victory 
over Ontario in court by  
virtue of Judge Trask’s 
recent ruling is widely 
seen as a gesture of mag-
nanimity by the larger 
city, and an effort toward 
reconciliation that calls 
for a similarly states-
manlike move on Ontar-
io’s part. At this point, it 
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marijuana dispensary, 
they initiated efforts to 
close it but were met by 
the owner’s threat of liti-
gation. The town and the 
clinic owner arrived at 
an agreement by which 
the owner was able to 
remain in business for a 
specified period. Before 
that deadline elapsed, 
the operation proved lu-
crative enough for the 
owner to reach his finan-
cial goals and he volun-
tarily closed. 

Advocates for the 
availability of medical 
marijuana say that there 
is considerable demand 
for medical marijuana 
in Yucca Valley and that 
the town council, by its 
efforts to prevent the op-
eration of dispensaries in 
town is forcing custom-
ers to purchase the prod-
uct from criminals sell-
ing it illegally or travel to 
other cities where clinics 
are permitted and where 
those municipalities 
have tapped into the tax 
revenue available from 
the sales. 

The demand for 
marijuana will remain 
whether the town facili-
tates local availability or 
not, and the city should 
take advantage of the po-
tential tax revenue such 
operations present, ad-
vocates of the dispensa-
ries say.

Accordingly, the Al-
liance 4 Safe Access 
cropped up, led by Jason 
Elsasser, which gathered 
petitions calling for the 
city of 20,700 to place 
an initiative on the ballot 
that would allow one dis-

pensary to operate in the 
city for every 10,000 res-
idents. Elsasser and his 
group obtained the req-
uisite number of signa-
tures on the petitions to 
force the town to hold an 
election on the initiative. 
After the county registrar 
of voters verified that 
1,873 of those signatures 

were valid endorsements 
of the initiative by regis-
tered voters in the town, 
the city council had the 
choice of simply pass-
ing the initiative using 

its own authority, delay-
ing the matter for thirty 
days for further study or 
scheduling an election. 
The council elected to 
delay the matter while 
a study was undertaken, 
while simultaneously 
drawing up an initiative 
of its own, drawn along 
similar lines as that of 

the operation of a maxi-
mum of two dispensaries 
in Yucca Valley. But the 
town’s initiative would 
further require a secu-
rity guard be present on 
the premises during op-
erating hours, prohibit 
onsite consumption or 
cultivation and disallow 
a dispensary being lo-

clinics being able to set 
up shop in town. What 
has recently emerged is 
that councilman Bob Le-
one, a former police of-
ficer whose opposition to 
the initiative was widely 
assumed, stated he sup-
ported medical marijua-
na availability in some 
measure because he be-

Route 62, in Twentynine 
Palms, the city council 
there sent a strong signal 
last month that indicated 
there is a 4 to 1 majority 
among its ranks opposed 
to allowing marijuana 
dispensaries to operate 
there. No citizen group 
such as Alliance For 
Safe Access has taken 
up the cause in Twenty-
nine Palms, and as such, 
the leverage to force the 
council to act contrary 
to its own sentiments is 
non-existent. 

One member of 
the Twentynine Palms 
Council, Cora Heiser, in-
dicated she was in favor 
of undoing the city’s ban 
on marijuana dispensa-
ries. 

 Heiser, who intimat-
ed but did not directly 
state that she had herself 
used medical marijuana 
when she disclosed that 
she had two personal 
bouts with cancer, at the 
January 27 city council 
meeting pushed her col-
leagues to take up the is-
sue of undoing the city’s 
existing ban on dispensa-
ries. She appealed to the 
council to put on a future 
council agenda looking 
at providing more defini-
tude to the language in 
the ban, making clear 
what specific operations 
are deemed out of com-
pliance with the city’s 
codes. She made the sug-
gestion that the council 
schedule a future public 
hearing to discuss adding 
language to an existing 
ban on medical marijua-
na dispensaries, which 
was passed on Febru-
ary 23, 2010, defining 
the activities and uses of the one put forth by the 

Alliance For Safe Ac-
cess, but containing oth-
er elements. The town’s 
initiative, like that of the 
alliance, would permit 

cated within 600 feet of 
a school.

The town’s measure 
would draw a more con-
servative line on signage, 
hours of operation, the 
labeling of the product 
and have more exacting 
ventilation requirements. 
The town’s measure also 
spells out its right to im-
pose fees or taxes, on 
the operation, including 
a fee to recoup the ad-
ministrative and law en-
forcement costs entailed 
in doing background 
checks, issuing permits, 
carrying out inspections 
and enforcement.

Based on the past 
statements and actions 
of the town council, it 
appears that four of its 
members do not favor 
the idea of marijuana 

lieved the drug had eased 
the suffering of his son in 
the last years of his life. 

Given the totality of 
circumstance, it appears 
that a decision on the lo-
cal sale and availability 
of marijuana for medi-
cal purposes is moving 
toward a referendum by 
voters, though passage 
of the measure is by no 
means assured as the two 
most powerful politi-
cal entities in town, the 
Reverend Roger Mayes 
and the Reverend Jerel 
Hagerman, who can de-
liver a massive block 
of votes that is large 
enough to sway the elec-
tion, have previously in-
dicated their opposition 
to any effort to liberalize 
marijuana availability. 

Thirty miles up 

In its immediate af-
termath, there was vary-
ing opinion as to whether 
a botched robbery at an 
illicit marijuana dispen-
sary in Upland on Janu-
ary 30 will impact the 
outcome of a referendum 
on permitting pot clinics 
to operate openly in the 
city. 

On Friday night, Jan-
uary 30 sometime before 
11 p.m. two adults, later 
identified by police as 
Christopher Baca, 30, of 
Covina, and Diego San-
chez, 19, of Upland and 
two 15-year-old boys 
approached three male 
employees of a medical 
marijuana dispensary 
located at 759 N. Moun-
tain Avenue as they were 
leaving the just-closed 
establishment. At gun-
point, the three clinic 
employees were forced 
to reopen the clinic. In-
side, one of the employ-
ees was pistol whipped 
and another was shot 
in the leg, before Baca, 
Sanchez and their two 
accomplices seized mon-
ey and marijuana, tied 

the three victims up and 
then left, taking the Lex-
us owned by one of the 
clinic employees. 

One of the victims 
untied himself and called 
the police.

Police obtained in-
formation that by 4:40 
a.m. on January 31 led 
them to an apartment in 
the 1300 block of Randy 
Street, less than a mile 
away from where the 
crime had occurred. 

In response to com-
mands that they surren-
der,  the suspects barri-
caded themselves in the 
apartment. A six-hour 
stand-off ensued, which 
was brought to a close 
after the San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment sent its paramili-
tary team to the location 
and a negotiator with 
that unit persuaded three 
of the suspects to surren-
der. The fourth suspect 
was found yet hiding in 
a neighboring apartment. 

The incident took 
place less than a month 
after the California Can-
nabis Coalition, led by 

that group’s president, 
Craig Beresh, and  one 
of its board members, 
Randy Welty, obtained a 
sufficient number of Up-
land’s registered voters’ 
signatures to qualify an 
initiative calling for the 
permitting of cannabis 
dispensaries in Upland 
in a zone along Foothill 
Boulevard between Air-
port Drive to the east 
and Monte Vista Avenue 
to the west. While infor-
mal surveys of Upland’s 
voters indicate a major-
ity of city residents are 
opposed to the legalized 
sale of marijuana in the 
city, organizers of the 
petition drive are hope-
ful that they can network 
with that portion of the 
citizenry who cast a more 
favorable eye on the sub-
stance to drive them in 
large enough numbers to 
the polls during a special 
election where there is 
anticipated to be lacklus-
ter voter turnout to have 
the initiative pass. 

The 759 North Moun-
tain Avenue dispensary 
was an illicit one, oper-

ating without a city per-
mit, as are some eleven 
or twelve other dispen-
saries. The city effort to 
shutter them has proven 
ineffective, in part be-
cause previous legal ma-
neuvering by the city to 
close other dispensaries, 
while ultimately suc-
cessful, proved costly, 
and the city lacks the 
resources to find and 
identify the black market 
operators let alone take 
them to court. 

All the same, some 
city officials and some 
citizens are dead set 
against the initiative and 
they are preparing to 
launch an effort to win 
the hearts and minds 
of the city’s voters to 
convince them to vote 
against it.

In this way, the rob-
bery of the Mountain 
Avenue dispensary 
could prove a rallying 
point for those who will 
argue against marijuana 
liberalization in Upland, 
providing an argument 
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that such operations will 
attract violent crime. In 
an open forum devoted 
to Upland, some city 
residents expressed the 
belief that any business 
operations that engage 
in cash sales are going 
to attract crime and that  
closing down the current 
illicit dispensaries or 
preventing the opening 
of legal ones in Upland is 
not going to discourage 
armed or strong arm rob-
beries. Others weighed 

in by saying that because 
pot shops keep cash and 
drugs on premises, they 
are more likely to draw 
violent predators to 
them. 

City councilman 
Gino Filippi, who ap-
pears to be the elected 
city official least resis-
tant to permitting mari-
juana clinics to operate 
within the city, said,  the 
January 30 robbery had 
not impacted his views 
on the advisability of 
tolerating and licensing 
medical marijuana clin-
ics in Upland.

“I don’t think this un-
fortunate incident strong-
ly changed my mind,” 
Filippi said. “In my 

view, medical marijuana 
dispensaries are not bro-
ken into because they 
are places of iniquity, 
but rather because they 
generate large amounts 
of money and financial 
institutions have been 
reluctant at best permit-
ting them to open busi-
ness checking accounts. 
Unfortunately this most 
serious incident of crime 
happened near a residen-
tial area. The fact that it 
took place when the least 
number of dispensaries 
over the past several 
years were operating in 
the city could invalidate 
the ‘dispensaries equal 
crime’ theory. For that 
reason alone, I think that 

drawing a direct line be-
tween operating dispen-
saries and this type of 
crime incident could be a 
false connection.”

Filippi said the die is 
cast with regard to the 
initiative.

“I see two options 
for the city,” he said. 
“We can 1) adopt the 
proposed ordinance, or 
2) prepare and pay for a 
special election. I agree 
with former city man-
ager Stephen Dunn when 
he recommended several 
months ago that the city 
sit down and talk with the 
authors of the ordinance. 
The city could have pro-
vided a unified approach 
not only amongst the city 

council but also with the 
group of citizens who 
authored the petition. 
Unfortunately the city 
dropped the ball, in my 
view. For several years, 
I’ve been dedicated 
to balancing the bud-
get and saving the city 
money wherever pos-
sible. There’s not much 
I can do about whether 
this item goes to the vot-
ers or not. It appears that 
the initiative does in fact 
have over the 15 percent 
needed for a special elec-
tion, and California law 
essentially forces a city 
to pay for a special elec-
tion.”

The city needs to hus-
band its resources and 

spend its money judi-
ciously, Filippi said. 

 “The city had spent 
approximately $500,000 
in legal costs on the medi-
cal marijuana issue alone 
as of 2014,” he said. “As 
stated a few years ago, I 
am concerned with the 
amount of financial re-
sources and attorney’s  
fees the city of Upland 
paid in dealing with 
medical marijuana dis-
pensaries operating in 
the city, when funds are 
needed for the operation 
of vital general services, 
public safety and public 
works that the city pro-
vides to residents and 
businesses.”

All of Verizon’s 
landline assets in San 
Bernardino County are 
being taken over by 
Frontier, part of Verizon 
selling off its wireline 
operations in California, 
Florida and Texas.

Verizon will continue 
to deliver cellular phone 
service in those territo-
ries.

"The transaction in-
cludes Verizon’s FiOS 
Internet and Video cus-
tomers, switched and 
special access lines, as 
well as its high-speed In-
ternet service and long-
distance voice accounts 
in these three states. 
Frontier will continue to 
provide video services 
in these states after the 

completion of the trans-
action," Verizon said.

This development is 
of import to current Ve-
rizon customers as well 
as Verizon employees. 
In other states such as 
Delaware and Vermont 
where Verizon sold off 
substantial chunks of its 
wireline customer base, 
problems with the qual-

ity and availability of 
service ensued in some 
areas, with landline 
phone service ceasing 
altogether in some dis-
tricts.  Such difficulties 
are not anticipated in this 
takeover, as Frontier is 
seeking to vantage itself 
as a primary line service 
provider nationally.

Questions remain as 

to how the $10.54 billion 
sale will shake out with 
regard to those currently 
working in Verizon’s 
landline divisions in the 
three states.

One controlling fac-
tor in this regard may 
prove to be the policy 
of Frontier CEO Mag-
gie Wilderotter, who has 
enunciated a philoso-

phy that embraces com-
munity responsibility 
and contributions to the 
positive progress of the 
wider economic milieu 
in which the company 
must function. Wilder-
otter, for example, has 
stated she is in favor of 
keeping Frontier’s do-

Frontier To Assume Ownership Of All Verizon’s SBC Landline Assets
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LAWA Executive 
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appears the ball is in On-
tario’s court, and it is an 
open question whether 
Ontario will seek some 
level of accommodation 
or maintain or step up its 
aggressive and bellicose 
tactics.  What has been 
suggested is that Ontario 
could reciprocate by re-
moving Wapner, whose 
inflexibility, aggressive 
personality and confron-
tational approach in his 
engagement with Los 
Angeles officials has 
consistently resulted in 
an elevation of tension 
and a hardening of po-
sitions that have locked 
the city into a showdown 
posture of dubious pros-
pect that involves a legal 
throw of the dice which 
will entail, if played out 
to its conclusion, mil-
lions of dollars in legal 
fees whether Ontario ul-
timately wins or loses. 

An incremental  move 
in the direction of accom-
modation appears to be 
afoot in that the Ontario 
International Airport  
Authority, the entity that 
was created by the city of 
Ontario and the county 

of San Bernardino to as-
sume management con-
trol of the airport upon 
its return to local own-
ership, has designated 
recently installed Fourth 
District County Supervi-
sor Curt Hagman, whose 
district includes Ontario, 
as a second negotiator to 
complement Wapner in 
dealing with Los Ange-
les and LAWA officials.

“I hope this impend-
ing personnel change 
clears the way for the 
cities of Ontario and LA 
to reach agreement on 
the transfer of Ontario 
International Airport to 
local control on terms 
that are consistent with 
all previous transfers of 
commercial airports be-
tween public agencies.  
We stand ready to work 
with Mayor Garcetti  to 
determine a fair payment 
for the transfer of Ontar-
io International Airport  
that makes LAWA whole 
with respect to any unre-
imbursed investments it 
has made in ONT.” 

Whether or not her 
departure will encourage 
Ontario to reevaluate its 
approach with regard to 
the airport, Lindsey will 
remain in place at LAWA 
for the next two to four 
months as Mayor Gar-

cetti’s office and airport 
commissioners coordi-
nate with Spencer Stu-
art, a leading executive 
search consulting firm, 
to identify Lindsey’s 
successor.  After her re-
placement is brought in, 
it is anticipated Lindsey 
will remain with LAWA 
for a long enough in-
terval to bring the new 
executive director up to 
speed. 

Sean Burton, the 
president of the Los An-
geles Board of Airport 
Commissioners, said of 
Lindsey,  “A good leader 

brings out the best in a 
team. Gina Marie has 
put together a strong 
and efficient team that is 
transforming Los Ange-
les International Airport 
into an airport the city 
can be proud of, respon-
sibly managed costs and 
operations at Ontario 
International Airport 
through difficult market 
changes, and moved Van 
Nuys, a general aviation 
airport that had been los-
ing money, into a bright-
er future.  I am proud to 
have been able to work 
with her.”  In a memo 

to LAWA staff, Lind-
sey summarized their 
achievements. Two of 
those touched on Ontario 
Airport directly. 

“We’ve gradually 
reduced Ontario Inter-
national Airport oper-
ating costs to maintain 
a relatively consistent 
cost per passenger de-
spite significant passen-
ger reductions,” Lindsey 
noted in one section of 
the memo, the context of 
which implied Ontario 
International’s expenses 
and operating costs are 
exceeding revenues. 

Lindsey’s memo also 
stated, “There’s now an 
established, systematic 
process for determining 
capital investment pri-
orities at each airport.”

Ontario Mayor Paul 
Leon said that “I wish 
Ann Marie all the best. I 
can say that she was ded-
icated and loyal and did a 
fine job for the ones who 
employed her. I hope she 
finds fulfillment as she 
moves on to the next sea-
son of her life.”    

have been destroyed by 
development, leaving a 
usually  dry but some-
times marshy area along 
the north bank of the 
river just before it heads 
into Riverside County as 
one of the last three sites 
known to contain suf-
ficient sandy soil for the 
fly to proliferate. 

The city of Colton has 
long been in a dialogue 
with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and its 
parent agency, the U.S. 
Department of the Inte-

rior, over steps to be tak-
en to preserve adequate 
habitat for the fly while 
allowing development 
on surrounding property 
to proceed. There had 
been numerous propos-
als of set asides and land 
swaps intended to leave 
portions of the river’s 
banks in a pristine state, 
but those had never been 
actuated or, in some oth-
er fashion, fell through. 

Over the years there 
have been recrimina-
tions from city officials 
and others toward the 
federal government over 
what was characterized 

as Fish & Wildlife’s 
obstruction of projects 
locals deemed of conse-
quence and value to the 
city’s economy. Some, 
ignoring the long term 
consequences of species 
loss and ecological deg-
radation, charged federal 
officials with being more 
sympathetic to the for-
tunes of an insect than to 
the economic wellbeing 
of the city’s residents and 
its businesses.  

The final agreement 
hammered out between 
the city and the federal 
government requires 
Colton to set aside 50 

acres of undisturbed 
land along the river’s 
banks as breeding habi-
tat for the endangered fly 
in exchange for develop-
ment of 416 acres near 
the 10 Freeway at Pepper 
Avenue, near the campus 
of the county’s Arrow-
head Regional Medical 
Center. 

Of that 416 acres, 
some 250 acres have al-
ready been developed 
but are currently lying 
fallow. That acreage 
can be developed again 
without requiring fur-
ther studies. Another 80 
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 Coroner case #701501090 On Tuesday, 02/03/2015 at approximately 6:40 p.m., officers from the San Bernardino Police Department responded to 9-1-1 calls 
reporting that a male had been struck by a vehicle near 1100 N. Mt. Vernon Ave., in San Bernardino. A 79 year-old male Hispanic resident of San Bernardino was 
transported by ambulance to Loma Linda University Medical Center and was pronounced dead at 8:04 p.m. Once positive identification is made and next of kin is 
notified, the identity of the decedent will be released. The San Bernardino Police Department is investigating the incident. [020415 0720 SY] 

Coroner case #701501061 On Monday, 02/02/2015 at 7:29, San Bernardino County Sheriff Department deputies from the Rancho Cucamonga station responded 
to 9-1-1 calls reporting a female adult had been struck by a vehicle in the intersection of Foothill Blvd and Lion Street, in Rancho Cucamonga. Sixty-seven year-old 
Rancho Cucamonga resident Lois Elaine Barker was transported by ambulance to San Antonio Community Hospital emergency room  where she was pronounced 
dead of her injuries at 7:56 PM. The San Bernardino County Sheriff Department is investigating the incident. [020315 0833 SY] 

Coroner case #701501035 On 02/02/2015, at approximately 2:51 A.M., deputies from the San Bernardino County Sheriff-Coroner Department responded to the 
area of Highway 18, about ½ mile west of Apple Valley Road, in Apple Valley for a pedestrian who had been struck by a vehicle that left the scene. Upon arrival, 
a 40 year-old White female, last known to be from Lucerne Valley, was located with trauma. The female was pronounced dead at the scene at 3:09 A.M. Her name 
will be released upon notification of the death to next-of-kin. The San Bernardino County Sheriff-Coroner Department MAIT (Major Accident Investigation Team, 
is investigating this incident. [020315 0826 SY] 

Coroner case #701501028 On 02/01/2015 at 10:22 p.m., CHP responded to a 9-1-1 call reporting a pedestrian struck by a vehicle northbound Interstate 15, north 
of Dale Evans Parkway, in Apple Valley.  Forty-one year old Apple Valley resident Berta Alicia Leon was pronounced dead at the scene.  The California Highway 
Patrol is investigating this incident. [020315 0818 SY] 

Coroner case #701500966 On 01/30/2015 at 8:45 PM, the California Highway Patrol received a 9-1-1 call reporting a single vehicle rollover southbound on In-
terstate 15, 1/2 mile south of Mile Marker 154, in rural Baker. Thirty-five year-old Fontana resident Chad Colizzi had been traveling southbound on Interstate 15 
when his vehicle left the freeway and rolled multiple times coming to rest on its roof. Colizzi was pronounced dead at the scene. The California Highway Patrol is 
investigating the incident. [020315 0756 SY] 

Coroner case #701500968 On 01/30/2015 at approximately 6:20 p.m., San Bernardino Police Officers responded to a report of a man down in the 600 block of W. 
Sixth Street. When officers arrived they located 57 year-old San Bernardino resident Richard Castillo Munoz with upper body trauma. Munoz was pronounced dead 
at the scene. The San Bernardino Police Department Homicide Detectives are investigating this incident. [020315 0748 SY]  

Coroner case #701500963 On 01/29/15, at 6:08 PM, the San Bernardino County Sheriff Department received a 911 call of a two vehicle traffic collision that had 
occurred at the intersection of Pawnee Road and Dotame Avenue, Apple Valley. Eighteen year-old Aarym Joseph Kelley of Apple Valley, had been operating a 
motorcycle southbound on Pawnee Road, when he struck a northbound 2001 Toyota pick-up. Kelley was transported to the Arrowhead Regional Medical Center by 
helicopter, where he succumbed to injuries and was declared dead on 01-30-15, at 5:55 PM. San Bernardino Sheriff is investigating the accident. [013015 1945 TC] 

Coroner case #701500908 On 1/28/2015 at 8:35 p.m., Ontario Police Officers responded to a report of a shooting victim in the 700 block of East I Street. Four-
teen year-old Ontario resident Andrea De Rosas was pronounced dead at the scene. Ontario Police Department Homicide Detectives are investigating this incident. 
[012915 1644 SY] 

provided the narcotics to 
Rhodes.” 

Lipsitz was arrested 
and transported to West 
Valley Detention Center 
in Rancho Cucamonga, 
where he was booked on 
suspicion of bringing a 
controlled substance into 
a jail facility. The sub-
stance involved was not 
specified. 

His bail was set at 
$25,000. He posted a bail 
bond and was released 
from custody on Thurs-
day, February 5, 2015, at 
6:05 a.m.

Later that day, Lipsitz, 
an at-will county em-
ployee, received a memo 
from Ramos informing 
him he had been fired for 
cause.

Sheriff John Mc-
Mahon said, “When I 
learned of this disap-
pointing news, I con-
tacted Supervisor James 
Ramos and notified him 
of the investigation and 
arrest of one of his em-
ployees.  Supervisor 

Lipsitz Arrested 
from front page 
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medical marijuana dis-
pensaries.

Her aim seemed to 
be to float the concept of 
allowing mobile dispen-
saries, i.e., marijuana de-
livery services, to oper-
ate in the city. The 2010 
ordinance bans both dis-
pensaries operating from  
traditional brick and 
mortar stores and mobile 
dispensaries.

Heiser said the provi-

sion of medical marijua-
na to patients who can 
benefit from its use “is 
a legal enterprise.” She 
urged the council to hold 
a public hearing to get 
feedback from the com-
munity, calling it “irre-
sponsible if you don’t let 
the public have a say,” 
she said.

Councilmen John 
Cole and McArthur 
Wright were particularly 
dismissive of Heiser’s 
request. 

Ultimately, the coun-
cil voted 4-1 against tak-
ing up the issue at a fu-
ture council meeting.

Gutierrezia micro-
cephala and its variant 
Gutierrezia texana var. 
glutinosa are known as 
sticky snakeweed. 

Gutierrezia micro-
cephala is a species of 
flowering plant in the dai-
sy family known by the 
common names sticky 
snakeweed, threadleaf 
snakeweed, threadleaf 
broomweed, and small-
head snakeweed. It is a 
subshrub native to the 
Mojave Desert as well as 
other areas of the south-
western United States 
and northern Mexico, 
and can be found in arid 
grassland, desert sand 
dune, chaparral, and oak 

or oak-pine woodlands 
at altitudes up to 7,500 
feet, where there is well-
drained sandy, gravelly, 
or rocky soils, and occa-
sionally in dry creeks or 
on slopes adjacent to dry 
creeks. It will predomi-
nate on shallow, rocky 
soil, where grasses are 
not well established. 

Gutierrezia micro-
cephala is a small, res-
inous, perennial desert 

subshrub in the Astera-
ceae (sunflower) fam-
ily that is typically eight 
inches to 24 inches in 
height and less than 40 
inches in diameter. It is 
heavily branched, giv-
ing it a spherical shape.  
Its  shoots and twigs are 
green to yellow in color, 
which upon aging be-
come brown and woody. 
The leaves are linear, 
threadlike, and alternate; 

two-fifths of an inch to 
1.6 inches long and one-
fifth inch to four-fifths of 
an inch wide. Not just the 
leaves but the stem tissue 
is photosynthetic, giving 
the plant an uncommon-
ly high photosynthetic 
capacity. Sticky snake-
weed typically flowers 
from July to October, de-
pending on the amount 
of rain.

Gutierrezia micro-
cephala manifest sessile 
inflorescences of 5 or 6 
flowers at the tips of the 
branch stems. 

The yellow flower 
buds, which originate as 
waxy knobs, open into 
golden yellow flower 
heads, each of which has 

one or two disc florets 
between one-twelfth of 
an inch to four-fifths of 
an inch to one-eighth of 
an inch in diameter, and 
one or two ray florets be-
tween one-twelfth of an 
inch to  one-seventh of 
an inch in diameter. The 
mature plants prolifically 
produce seeds, but be-
cause the plant features a 
very small puppus which 
renders wind-borne seed 

distribution very inef-
ficient, the majority of 
seeds fall within  three to 
seven feet from the par-
ent plant.

Gutierrezia micro-
cephala was used by 
the Native Americans 
for medicinal and other 
purposes. The Cahuil-
la mixed it with water 
to create a gargle or 
placed the plant directly 
in their mouths to al-
leviate toothaches. The 
Hopi and Tewa used the 
plant as a carminative, as 
prayer stick decorations, 
and for roasting sweet 
corn, The Navajo applied 
a poultice of the plant 
to the back and legs of 
horses. The Zuni boiled 

the flower heads to brew 
a tea used as a diuretic, 
tonic, and sweat-inducer, 
and relied upon the plant 

as a water indicator.  
Though sticky snake-

weed is of little known 
use to wild or domes-
ticated animals, when 
other forage is unavail-
able, livestock and wild 
ruminants will feed upon 
it. This can prove unfor-
tunate for those animals 
if it is consumed in any 
quantity, as it contains 
aponins, alkaloids, ter-
penes, and flavonols, as 
well as high concentra-
tions of selenium, in 
some cases as many as 
1,287 parts per million. 
Plants growing in san-

dy soil are particularly 
toxic. If cattle, sheep or 
goats consume twenty 
pounds of  gutierrezia 
microcephalas in seven 
days, it  can cause abor-
tions. Death can result 
in cattle, sheep, or goats 
which consume ten to 
twenty percent of their 
body weight in gutierre-
zia microcephalas in two 
weeks. 

As 29 Palms Shuts 
Door, Yucca Val-
ley Opens Portal 
For Pot Shops  
from page 7

Fontana Rotary Club, 
American Legion Post 
772 in Fontana, and the 
Scottish Rite of Freema-
sonry in San Bernardino, 
where he attained the 
rank of a 32nd-degree 
Mason.

His son Mick died 
from injuries he sus-
tained in January 2004 
when he had rushed to 
his parents home in San 
Antonio Heights dur-
ing the Grand Prix Fire. 
The younger McElwain, 
then 53, had risked his 
own safety  in an effort 
to check on his parents, 
who had already left. 
Mickey Stephen McEl-

wain died eleven weeks 
later  at Arrowhead Re-
gional Medical Center in 
Colton after an extended 
stay in the hospital’s 
burn ward.

Cal McElwain was 
diagnosed with cancer in 
May of last year and suc-
cumbed on January 17. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 65 years, Nita 
and their five children, 
Bradford Allen, Daira 
Lee, Eric Dane, Erin Jo, 
and Jason Cohan, 16 
grandchildren and 12 
great grandchildren.

Services will be held 
at 11 a.m. Feb. 27 at 
Life Bible Fellowship 
Church, 2426 N. Euclid 
Ave., in Upland.

McElwain
from page 4

Ramos was shocked by 
the news, and assured 
me he has zero tolerance 
for any type of criminal 
behavior. Supervisor Ra-
mos immediately termi-
nated Lipsitz’ employ-
ment with the county.” 

Lipsitz was highly 
thought of in the Moron-
go Basin, receiving high 
marks for his intimate 
knowledge of the area 
and his efforts on behalf 
of Ramos’s constituents 
in vectoring the county’s 

attention to complaints 
and concerns.

He had been very ac-
tive in organizational 
efforts on behalf of the 
Democratic Party, of 
which James Ramos 
is also a member. Lip-
sitz was described as 
intense in his political 
work, pushing the party 
to ingratiate itself with 
as wide a cross section 
of voters as possible, 
while eschewing action 
or individuals he saw as 
divisive or firebrands. 
Some of his Democratic 
Party associates found it 

surprising that he agreed 
to go to work for Ramos, 
who had chosen as his 
chief of staff Phil Paule, 
a longtime Republican 
Party functionary who 
had been an aide to Re-
publican Congressman 
Darrell Issa.

It is unclear what the 
basis of Lipsitz’s rela-
tionship with Rhodes, 
25, is. Rhodes has three 
drug possession convic-
tions, one for misde-
meanor evading police, 
resisting arrest, and for 
possessing brass knuck-
les.

Ramos Field Rep  
Arrested page 10

the hedge between the 
pond and the row of apri-
cot trees? And what item 
was it that we  absent-
mindedly left behind us 
in the Metro that caused 
us to be so damnably 
late to the performance 
of La Traviata? Send 
with your answers where 
you are, and I will come 
to you or make arrange-
ments for you to come to 
me, as you prefer…

The Count... from 
page 10
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As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 

Read the
Sentinel 

On The World Wide Web!                                                                                         
  To visit our blog, simply type 

http://sbsentinel.com/ into your 
URL box and hit enter.  You can 
view the Sentinel, read individual 
articles, offer comments and search 
our archives from the convenience 
of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or 

iPhone.

Bonjour February! 
It’s officially February 

to be as the weather 
here is perfectly crispy. 
Contrary to the freezing 
away temperatures of 

the East Coast, the IE is 
just lovely. This weather 
is perfect to venture out 
and get into all the dif-
ferent outdoor activities, 
and have a good time. 
With that said, the fash-

of California. One of the 
sweetest things out there 
are kids wearing cute 
knitted caps with their 
dress up gear.  But the 
hood is a great piece for 
all ages during this time 
of the year. They are be-
ing worn with or without 
jackets. The look is real-
ly nice and the accessory 

comes in different col-
ors. If your town is cool 
enough, you can wrap a 
scarf around your neck, 
too. These little things 
always make a difference 
when it comes to fashion 
or style. Enjoy the great 
weather our state has to 
offer because that’s what 
it’s all about. ‘Til next 
week, happy February!

 
"Fashion is a kind of 

communication. It's a 
language without words. 
A great hat speaks for it-
self." –Author Unknown

mestic employees with 
the company rather than 
hiring less expensive 
labor overseas. Initial 
statements given to lo-
cal Verizon workers was 
that their employment 
status would be main-
tained throughout the 
continuum of the Fron-
tier takeover.

At present, Verizon 
workers in Southern 
California are represent-
ed by the Communica-
tion Workers of America 
on a contract that runs 
through 2016. The lion’s 
share of Frontier workers 
are represented by the 
International Brother-
hood of Electrical Work-
ers. Verizon currently 
employs 15,473 workers 
in California in both its 
wireline and wireless 
divisions. 11,000 Ve-
rizon employees will 
transfer to Frontier in 
all three states pursu-

ant to the spin off.  It is 
unclear whether those 
wireline employees who 
will transition into be-
ing Frontier employees 
will change unions after 
the current employment 
contracts they are work-
ing under expire.

Under its former CEO 
Ivan Seidenberg, Ve-
rizon took a two-track 
approach, aggressively 
moving into the provi-
sion of wireless service 
while doubling down 
on the wireline market 
by installing high speed 
fiber optic systems in 

areas where an existing 
customer base demand-
ing such service already 
existed and in areas 
where residential and 
commercial growth was 
anticipated.

While the wireless 
side of the equation paid 
off mightily for Verizon, 
the investment in fiber 
optic infrastructure was 
far less profitable, as the 
lingering recession from 
2007 onward prevented 
new development from 
occurring in many areas, 
including San Bernardi-
no County.

By offloading its 
landline division in plac-
es like California, Ve-
rizon can surge forward 
at least temporarily as 
it is making much more 
money from its wire-
less operations while it 
is paying its wireline 
employees more than its 
wireless workforce.  

Verizon lost $2.23 bil-
lion in its most recent 
quarter and committed 
to spend $10.4 billion in 
an auction of wireless 
airwaves last month.

and the weather has been 
great this week in the 
Inland Empire. . Cali-
fornia sure is the place 

ion tip of the week is 
once again on the head, 
with the knitted caps 
looking really good in 
the sunny yet cool towns 

Frontier Assuming 
Verizon’s Assets 
from page 8 acres, which is relative-

ly undisturbed and has 
never been extensively 
developed over the last 
century, can also be de-
veloped. One six-acre 
segment of Slover Av-
enue must be closed and 
combined with seven 
acres of the 33-acre Her-
mosa Gardens Cemetery 
as part of the 50-acre 

breeding habitat, accord-
ing to documentation 
relating to the city’s ac-
ceptance of the deal.

Colton, which has 
had extensive exchange 
with landowners in the 
area over acquiring riv-
er bank property, will 
now move ahead with 
purchasing an adequate 
amount of that property 
to fulfill the terms of the 
agreement with Fish & 
Wildlife. 

Delhi Sand Fly from  
page 9 


