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In the upcoming No-
vember 4 general elec-
tion, the voters located 
within the boundaries 
of the Hesperia Unified 
School District are being 
asked by the district’s 
leadership to approve a 
$207 million bond mea-
sure to improve local 
schools.  

At its August 4, 2014, 
regular board meeting 
the Hesperia Unified 
School District govern-

ing board approved a 
resolution ordering a 
school bond election for 
Measure M and autho-
rizing necessary actions 
connected to the bond 
election.  School district 
governing board mem-
bers Hardy Black, Nic-
cole Childs, Ella “Lee” 
Rogers and Eric Swan-
son voted in favor of the 
resolution with Cody 
Gregg dissenting. 

The proponents of the 
bond measure, Measure 
M, have formed a recipi-

ent committee entitled 
“Committee For Yes On 
M 4 Hesperia” for the 
purposes of collecting 
contributions 

The county this week 
agreed to pay Sentinel 
Offender Services, LLC 
another $340,000 as an 
add-on to its ongoing 
three-year, $1 million 
contract for probationer/
parolee monitoring. 

According to San Ber-
nardino County Chief 
Probation Officer Mi-
chelle Scray-Brown, “on 
June 26, 2012 the board 
of supervisors approved 

a three year agreement 
with Sentinel Offender 
Services, LLC for global 
position system tracking 
services. This contract, 
which took effect July 
1, 2012, is currently ap-
proved in the amount of 
$1,000,000. The proba-
tion department’s use of 
global positioning sys-
tem tracking services as 
a supervision tool for a 
variety of offenders, as 

well as a form of house 
arrest for high-risk juve-
nile offenders, is a means 
of enhancing public safe-
ty while reducing costs 
of the juvenile detention 
system.” 

Curiously, Scray- 
Brown indicated that 
Sentinel Offender Ser-
vices, LLC knew the 
parameters of the deal it 
was entering into when it 
accepted the terms of the 

2012 contract. 
“On April 5, 2011, 

the Governor of Cali-
fornia signed Assembly 
Bill 109,” Scray-Brown 
said. “This legislation 
shifted responsibility for 
supervision of low level 
offenders and the adult 
parole population from 
the state to local juris-
dictions. Because of this 
‘realignment,’ the de-
partment’s need for addi-
tional services, including 
global posi-

The San Bernardino 
County Board of Su-
pervisors this week ap-
proved a conditional use 
permit that brings down 
a permanent curtain on 
the topless performances 
at the  Déjà Vu theater  
in the unincorporated 
county area between 
Montclair and Chino. 

The Déjà Vu, which 
was established as a club 
featuring topless danc-
ing in the 1980s, became 
the object of dispute with 
the county’s planning di-
vision more than two de-
cades ago over activity 
in and around the club as 
well as its location at the 
northwest corner of Cen-
tral Avenue and Mission 
Boulevard. In 2002, after 
legal sparring between 
the county and the club’s 
ownership, Michigan-
based Tollis, Inc., a legal 
settlement was arrived at 
by which Tollis agreed 
to raze the adjoining mo-
tel which rented rooms 
by the hour and make 
changes to the landscap-
ing, lighting and mainte-
nance and security of the 
property in exchange for 
being able to continue to 
operate as a strip club for 
ten years.

In 2012, the county 
moved to enforce the 
provision forcing its 
cessation as a strip club 
and Tollis reluctantly ac-
ceded to transforming 
the club into a non-adult 
entertainment venue or 
sports bar, while main-
taining its liquor license.

The conditional use 
permit for the sports bar 
or comedy club called for 
further changes 

One illustration of the 
contrast between met-
ropolitan Los Angeles/
surrounding Los Ange-
les County and its little 
brother to the east, San 
Bernardino/surrounding 
San Bernardino County, 
played out this week 
at the San Bernardino 
County Board of Super-
visors meeting when the 
board took up the issue 
of food truck regulation.

Food trucks, it seems, 

are a quintessentially 
Southern California phe-
nomenon. While lunch 
trucks have existed for 
over a half century, the 
concept was reinvented 
and enlarged upon in a 
major way just a decade 
ago, when the idea of 
vending cuisine from a 
truck took hold. 

A pioneer in this 
movement was Roy 
Choi, who immigrated 
to America from Korea 

with his parents at the 
age of two in 1972. After 

graduating from Cali-
fornia State University 

at Fullerton with a de-
gree in philosophy and 
attending Western State 
University School of 
Law for a semester, Choi 
abandoned all that book 
learning for something 
immediately practical: 
the art of food prepara-
tion.  He started with 
watching chef Emeril 
Lagasse's television 
show and then took a 
culinary class at a local 
night school. In 

Bob Conaway is bear-
ing the Blue Democrat 
Standard in this year’s 
election in California’s 
8th Congressional Dis-
trict against the incum-
bent member of the 
House of Representa-
tives, one-term Repub-
lican Congressman Paul 
Cook.

Conaway insisted he 
is the superior choice, 
and sought to make a 

case that his adherence 
to the principles of the 
Democratic Party will 
better serve not only the 
constituents in the 8th 
Congressional District 
but citizens throughout 
San Bernardino County, 
California and all of the 
United States. 

Conaway agreed to 
outline for the Sentinel 
the issues he believes are 
of the most importance 

to the district and its vot-
ers.

“Our county should 
avoid needless conflict 
and not start or maintain 
conflicts overseas with-
out making the commit-
ment to take care of the 
returning servicemen, 
their families and veter-
ans,” Conaway said.

He was critical of 
legislation supported by 
Cook that was ostensibly 
aimed at reforming the 
much maligned Veter-

ans Administration but 
which in effect, Con-
away said, sold veterans 
short. 

“Paul Cook voted for 
HR 4810, which creates 
a budget to build more 
buildings and to provide 
assistance with appoint-
ments to outside vendors 
for veterans,” Conaway 
said. “What was missing 
in HR 4810 was a budget 
for the Veter-

Of the nine candidates 
vying in the race for the 
three positions up for 
grabs in this year’s Yuc-
ca Valley Town Council 
race, four appear to have 
secured the inside track, 
that is, the greatest de-
gree of viability when 
measured by the criteria 
traditionally applied in 
determining frontrun-
ner status. By virtue of 
high name recognition 
and proven records of 
impacting the political 
direction of this physi-

cally isolated patch of 
humanity in the vast Mo-
jave Desert, incumbents 
Merl Abel and Bob Le-
one along with challeng-
ers Ron Cohen and Lori 
Herbel appear to have 
advanced to the front of 
the pack.  

Given the matrix of 
the nine candidates vy-
ing for the three seats, a 
real horserace is in play, 
complete with its intrin-
sic septic challenges, 
that is ones that are liter-
ally septic as 
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to pay for campaign ex-
penses.  

   The committee sup-
porting Measure M con-
sists of its member Lori 
Mente, who holds the ti-
tle executive assistant to 
the superintendent at the 
district, and its treasurer 

Gina Turner. According 
to documents obtained 
from the San Bernardino 
County Registrar of Vot-
ers, the committee has 
collected $55,500 from 
its contributors and ex-
pended $9,389 for signs, 
voter slates, electricity, 
government filings and 
miscellaneous office 
supplies.  

In an October 16 
email to the Sentinel, 
Mente refers to herself 
as a “volunteer” and not 
“representing” the com-
mittee Yes on Measure 

M.    
Documents filed with 

the San Bernardino 
County Registrar of Vot-
ers Office show the com-
mittee supporting Mea-
sure M were ten days 
late in filing its 460 pre-
election statement and 
inaccurately reported its 
contributions received as 
being $13,500 when in 
fact they were $55,500 
based on six 497 contri-
bution reports filed with 
the registrar of voters in 
September and early Oc-

tober.  
Five 497 contribu-

tion reports filed by the 
committee Yes on Mea-
sure M indicate that on 
September 18, Erickson 
Hall Construction Co. 
contributed $10,000, on 
September 26, Holman 
Capital Corporation con-
tributed $2,500, on Oc-
tober 2, Frick, Frick & 
Jette contributed $2,500, 
on October 6, Copier 
Source Inc. contributed 
$5,000, on October 8, 
LPA, Inc. contributed 

$10,000, on October 2, 
Amber Mooney con-
tributed $2,500 and on 
October 8, Atkinson, 
Anderson, Loya, Ruud 
& Romo contributed 
$5,000.  The total of the  
contributions shown on 
the five 497 contribution 
reports equals $37,000.    

 One 497 contribution 
report filed by the Hes-
peria Teachers’ Associa-
tion PAC and filed with 
the registrar of voters 
indicates that on October 
9, it gave a $5,000 cam-
paign contribution to the 

Committee for Yes on M 
Hesperia.

However, when the 
committee supporting 
Measure M filed its late 
460 pre-election state-
ment, it indicated that its 
total campaign contribu-
tions were $13,500 for the 
period of July 1 through 
September 30, 2014 with 
its 460 form showing a 
total of $13,500 in cam-
paign contributions from 
Erickson Hall Construc-
tion Co. in the amount of 
$10,000, Holman Capi-
tal Corporation in the 
amount of $2,500, Certi-
fied Air Conditioning in 
the amount of $500 and 
Thomas R. Dorow In-
spectors in the amount 
of $500.  

Erickson Hall Con-
struction Co., headquar-
tered in Escondido ap-
pears from its website to 
specialize in school con-
struction projects.  Hol-
man Capital Corporation 
is a California corpora-
tion located in Rancho 
Santa Margarita and ac-
cording to its website 
provides “value added 
taxable and tax-exempt 
financing solutions to 
federal, state, and local 
governments.”  Certified 
Air Conditioning, Inc., is 
a California corporation 
located in San Diego, ac-
cording to records with 
the California Secre-
tary of State.  Thomas 
R. Dorow Inspectors is 
a property inspection 
company located in the 
city of Hesperia, accord-
ing to numerous refer-
ences found on the inter-
net.       

   Frick, Frick & Jette is 
an architectural and en-
gineering firm located in 
the city of Temecula and 

the major issue facing 
the 20,700 person com-
munity is a projected bill 
of over $135,000,000 for 
only the first phase of 
sewage treatment facili-
ties needed to keep the 
California Water Quality 
Control Board from tak-
ing drastic action against 
the city in May 2016.

In a town long heavily 
dominated politically by 
the Gemini Star person-

ality machines of Pastor 
Jerel Hagerman and Con-
gressman Paul Cook and 
their tight knit affiliates 
such as the father and 
son politicians, of Pastor 
Roger Dean  Mayes and 
his son, Chad, only one 
of the four frontrunners 
bubbles automatically 
to the top of that largest 
chamber of voters: in-
cumbent Merl Abel. 

The others seemingly 
holding strong in the 
race so far, incumbent 
Bob Leone, past Coun-
cilwoman Lori Herbel, 
and the freshman politi-

cian Ron Cohen, have 
all built their voting 
blocks from a more di-
verse crowd influenced 
less by star personalities 
and more by issues.  Not 
surprisingly, all three of 
these have criticized ma-
jor decisions by Merle 
Abel such as the pay-
ment of over  $120,000 to 
disgraced ex-town man-
ager Mark Nuaimi, and a 
failed ballot initiative to 
impose an additional one 
percent sales tax for the 
town council to spend at 
its discretion. 

Ron Cohen quite vis-

ibly became the lead 
spokesman for an ini-
tiative to recall present 
councilmen Huntington 
and Lombardo.  He and 
his wrestling cohorts 
were seen defending the 
impromptu free speech 
encampment created by 
Ed Montgomery at the 
intersection of 247 and 
Highway 62 against a 
hammer-wielding thug.  
Fellow recall organizer 
Lori Herbel likewise 
walked door to door and 
others manned tables at 
the local Stater Broth-
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with regard to the prop-
erty, in particular the 
demolition of the large 
billboard sign at the 
front of the property and 
a change in the external 
lighting, which entailed a 
rotating projector which 
transformed the color of 
the building from red to 
pink to purple to blue to 
green at night.

Tollis appealed the 
planning commission’s 
action to the board of 
supervisors in October 
2012. The public notic-
ing of the appeal did not 
specify the grounds for 
Tollis’ request, leading 
to some speculation that 
an effort was underway 
to reestablish the 7,048 
square foot nightclub 
building at the 1.22-acre 
site as a strip club. In ef-
fect, Tollis was seeking 
to transition it to a top-
less/bottomless dance 
review that would not 
feature the availability 
of alcohol on the prem-
ises.

This week, the county 
and a lawyer for Tolliss 
gave indication that the 
issues in the appeal had 
been amicably resolved, 
with the county making 
concessions with regard 
to the outward appear-
ance of the structure as 
well as signage, but that 
the night club will no 
longer be a venue for 
adult entertainment. 

As a consequence of 
this week’s public hear-
ing, Tollis was given a 
conditional use permit 
calling for the change 
of use from a nightclub 
with adult entertain-
ment to a nightclub and 
tavern with on-site sale 
and consumption of al-
coholic beverages and 
non-adult entertainment, 
including a sports bar, 
comedy club.

In her staff report 
on the matter, county 
planning director Terri 
Rahhal wrote, “The Ap-
plicant, Tollis Inc., sub-
mitted an application 
for the change of use of 
the existing 7,048 square 
foot, two-story build-
ing from a totally nude 
adult entertainment fa-
cility, without alcohol, 
to a nightclub and tav-

ern with on-site sale and 
consumption of alcoholic 
beverages and non-adult 
entertainment, includ-
ing a sports bar, comedy 
club and live music. The 
application proposes in-
terior remodeling of the 
building, adding booths 
and open seating on the 
first floor and a sports 
bar and lounge, dance 
floor and open seating 
on the second floor. The 
project plans do not in-
clude removal of the ex-
isting performance stage 
and dance pole on the 
first floor.”

At the hearing on 
Tuesday of this week, 
however, it was report-
ed that Tollis has now 
agreed to remove the 
dance poles, which are 
associated with nude or 
semi-nude dancing from 
the premises as well as 
the pre-existing booths, 
which were associated 
with “lap dances.” 

Rahal’s report also 
stated that “the appli-
cant/appellant now also 
objects to 14 other con-
ditions of approval, as 
detailed in the appeal.”

At the hearing this 
week, it was revealed 
that the county had come 

to an accommodation 
on those objections, the 
most significant of which 
related to the color of the 
building, currently pink; 
and colored projection 
lighting that at night 
is capable of shifting 
the color of the build-
ing from pink to red, 
to green, to purple to 
blue; as well as the sign 
in front of the building, 
which exceeds the coun-
ty’s size and height stan-
dards. As a consequence 
of the compromise, the 
building will be painted 
in “neutral tones” and 
the “light reflected on 
the building will be re-
stricted to white light, 
with color permitted for 
some holidays, such as 
green and red on Christ-
mas and red, with and 
blue on July 4.” The sign 
is to remain in place for 
five years, after which 
time it must be replaced 
with one that conforms 
with size and height re-
strictions.

Tollis’s attorney,  Al-
ice Wong, was present 
at the hearing and indi-
cated the company was 
amenable to the newly 
arrived-at terms speci-
fied by Rahal.  

San Bernardino 
County was a partici-
pant in Pacific Elec-
tric’s Red Car Line, the  
privately owned mass 

rail lines in downtown 
Los Angeles, which they 
standardizes and orga-
nizes into one network 
called under the Los An-
geles Railway. 

They tasked engineer 
Epes Randolph to sur-
vey and lay out the com-
pany's first lines which 
would be to Long Beach. 
The line to Long Beach 
opened for business in 
July 1902.

The enterprise in-
volved not only passen-
ger transportation but 
carrying of freight as 

curred as the result of  
Huntington's insistence 
on reinvesting profits 
into costly expansion 
rather than paying any 

transit system in South-
ern California that ema-
nated from Los Angeles 
consisting of electrically 
powered streetcars, light 
rail that existed between 
1901 and 1961. Ultimate-
ly, organized around the 
city centers of Los Ange-
les and San Bernardino, 
by the 1920s it was the 
largest electric railway 
system in the world.

Electric trolleys first 
traveled in Los Ange-
les in 1887. In 1901, the 
Pacific Electric Railroad 
was by railroad execu-
tive Henry Hunting-
ton and banker Isaias 
W. Hellman after they 
had success develop-
ing a trolley system in 
San Francisco. Together, 
Huntington and Hellman 
purchased some existing 

well as supplying elec-
tric power to the com-
munities along which 
the lines extended. Hun-
tington and Hellman and 
their investors picked 
up large chunks of real 
estate along the way. A 
flling out between Hun-
tington and Hellman oc-

stockholder dividends. 
Consequently, the Hell-
man investment group 
sold their share of the 
company to E.H. Harri-
man, essentially trading 
Harriman’s Wells Fargo 
Bank to Hellman for his 
railroad holdings. 

As partners Hun-
tington and Harrington 
cooperated with regard 
to the Red Car venture 
but were wary of one 
another because Har-
rington did not want the 

line to interfere with his 
Southern Pacific line op-
erations. In 1906, Moses 
Sherman sold his Los 
Angeles Pacific Railroad 

and the Pacific Electric 
picked up lines to Pasa-
dena, San Fernando Val-
ley and West LA. 

 Huntington sold out 
all his Pacific Electric 
stock to Harriman and 
in 1911 what was called 
the "Great Merger" took 
place as the Southern Pa-
cific and Pacific Electric 
became a single opera-
tion, with all electrical 
operations now under the 
Pacific Electric name. 

Shortly thereafter 

the Red Car line ex-
panded eastward to 
Monrovia, Azusa, Po-
mona, Cucamonga Eti-
wanda, Fontana, Colton 

and Redlands, making 
the Pacific Electric the 
largest operator of in-
terurban electric railway 
passenger service in the 
world, with 2,160 daily 
trains over 1,000 miles 
of track. 

In the late 1930s that 
the influential Automo-
bile Club of Southern 
California engineered an 
elaborate plan to create 
an elevated freeway-type 
"Motorway System," a 
key aspect of which was 

the dismantling of the 
streetcar lines, replac-
ing them with buses that 
could run on both local 
streets and on the new 
express roads. 

When the freeway 
system was planned in 
the 1930s the city plan-
ners planned to include 
light rail tracks in the 
center margin of each 
freeway but the plan was 
never implemented. 

The Whittier and Ful-
lerton was cut in 1938, 
Redondo Beach, New-

port Beach, Sawtelle via 
San Vicente, and River-
side in 1940. When the 
San Bernardino Freeway 

Isaias W. Hellman

Henry Huntington

E. H. Harriman 
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according to its website, 
“we specialize in edu-
cational construction.”  
Copier Source, Inc., is a 
California corporation 
located on Hospitality 
Lane in the city of San 
Bernardino. Entries of 
the business name, loca-
tion and phone number 
are found on the inter-
net, but no website for 
the company was found.  
LPA, Inc. is a California 
corporation located in 
Irvine that specializes 
in “integrated collabo-
ration” and “sustainable 
services” according to 
its website.  Atkinson, 
Anderson, Loya, Ruud 
& Romo is the Hesperia 
Unified School District’s 
attorney firm.       

The contribution re-
ports and pre-election 
statements filed with the 
San Bernardino County 
Registrar of Voters by 
The Committee For Yes 
On M 4 Hesperia and by 
the Hesperia Teachers’ 
Association PAC can 
be viewed at the regis-
trar of voters website:  
ht tp://ssl.netf ile.com/
Pub2/AllFilingsByFiler.
aspx?id=152573692.

 In an interview with 
the Sentinel regard-
ing the late filing of the 
committee’s 460 pre-
election statement, San 
Bernardino County Reg-
istrar of Voters Mike 
Scarpello acknowledged 
that Committee For Yes 
On M 4 Hesperia’s 460 
forms were “filed late” 
as they were due on Oc-
tober 6 and when they 
“turned it in on October 
10 they filed it without 
a signature.”  Scarpel-
lo explained his office 
contacted the commit-
tee, which then filed its 
signed 460 forms on 
October 16, according to 
information on the regis-
trar of voters’ website.    

 “Filing a few days late 
is not uncommon,” Scar-
pello acknowledged, ex-
plaining that the regis-
trar of voters maintains 
a list of those that have 
campaign filings due and 
its staff calls to “remind 
them” that there is a fil-
ing due.    

   The statement by 
proponents/authors of 

arguments submitted 
to the San Bernardino 
County Registrar of Vot-
ers and signed by Jessica 
VanOverbeke, Percy L. 
Bakker, Amanda Ma-
cias, Thomas J. Kerman 
and Edward Valenzuela 
claims, Measure M will 
“improve classroom ed-
ucation, test scores, and 
help attract/retain qual-
ity classroom teachers” 
and the upgrades will 
expand “career and vo-
cational education pro-
grams that train students 
for jobs in automotive, 
agriculture, manufac-
turing, health care, and 
technology.”  

 Specifically, the Ar-
gument in Favor of Mea-
sure M claims funds 
from Measure M will 
upgrade “classrooms, 
science and engineer-
ing labs, computers and 
libraries” and “insuf-
ficient security features 
including security fenc-
ing, cameras, lighting, 
and security systems to 
keep students safe and 
prevent destruction of 
school property.”  

“Fiscally Account-
able!” the argument in 
favor proclaims of the 
measure, claiming that 
required “independent 
financial audits” and a 
citizens’ oversight com-
mittee will “ensure 
funds are spent as prom-
ised.”

 The Argument in Fa-
vor of Measure M sub-
mitted by its proponents 
claim, “Every penny is 
required by law to be 
spent locally on upgrad-
ing our schools.”  

   However, in an email 
response to questions by 
the Sentinel, Committee 
for Yes On Measure M 4 
Hesperia admitted, “As 
discussed in open ses-
sion with the governing 
board and presented to 
the school facilities com-
mittee, a portion of the 
general obligation bonds 
authorized by Measure 
M may be used to pay-
off a lease obligation of 
HUSD.” 

The email response 
sent by Lori Mente as-
sured, “The use of gen-
eral obligation bonds to 
pay-off a lease obliga-
tion will require future 
approval of HUSD's gov-
erning board and will 
he dependent on future 
economic conditions of 
HUSD.”  

   Information provid-
ed on Measure M includ-
ed on the San Bernardi-
no County Registrar of 
Voters’ website in an 
“impartial” analysis pro-
vided by San Bernardino 
County Counsel’s Of-
fice states, “Issuance 
of all of the authorized 
bonds might require 
the outstanding debt of 
the district to exceed its 
statutory bonding limit 
of 2.50 percent of the to-
tal assessed valuation of 
taxable property in the 
district.”  

San Bernardino 
County Counsel’s im-
partial analysis explains, 
“Principal and interest 
on the bonds will be pay-
able from the proceeds of 
tax levies upon the tax-
able property in the dis-
trict, which is estimated 
at 5.858 cents per $100 
(58.58 per $100,000) of 
the assessed valuation.”  
To view these documents 
visit the registrar of vot-
er’s website:        http://
www.sbcountyelections.
com/Elections/PastElec-
t ions/20141104/Mea-
sures.aspx

 In other words, if the 
voters within the Hes-
peria Unified School 
District vote in favor of 
Measure M at the No-
vember 4 general elec-
tion, the school district 
would be authorized to 
annually assess each 
property owner within 
the district $58.58 per 

$100,000 of property 
value.  

   As an example, if 
your house was valued 
at $300,000 the school 
district could assess your 
property at $175.74 a year 
until those bonds have 
been paid off with the 
loan term going as long 
as 25 years, the statutory 
limit.  Additionally, the 
bonds can be refinanced 
extending their payoff 
even further.   

 The resolution passed 
by Hesperia Unified 
School District at its Au-
gust 4, 2014 meeting in-
dicates that the district, 
in issuing these bonds, 
may require the out-
standing debt to exceed 
the legal limit of two 
and a half percent of its 
net valuation of the value 
of the property located 
within the district.  

   According to records 
obtained from the San 
Bernardino County As-
sessor’s Office currently, 
the value of the prop-
erty located within the 
boundaries of the Hespe-
ria Unified School Dis-
trict is $5,248,752,411 net 
for fiscal year 2013/14. 

   Therefore, two and 
a half percent of the val-
ue would have equaled 
$131,218,810 in fiscal 
year 2013/14.  In order 
to exceed the statutory 
limit, the school district 
would need to obtain a 
waiver from the State 
Board of Education, 

which according to re-
cords shown on its web-
site have a tendency to 
approve the requests for 
waivers with conditions.  

In her email to the 
Sentinel, Mente ex-
plained, “HUSD does 
not believe the total 
amount of general obli-
gation bonds issued un-
der Measure M will ex-
ceed 2.50% of the total 
assessed valuation (this 
test occurs each time 
bonds are sold). This is 
due to bonds being sold 
in multiple issues as op-
posed to a single issu-
ance. As total assessed 
valuation grows within 
HUSD, additional series 
of general obligation 
bonds authorized under 
Measure M will be sold.”

   The 2.50 percent 
limit, i.e., “the value of 
taxable property in the 
district” on the amount 
a unified school district 
can borrow, is set by Cal-
ifornia Education Code 
Section 15106.  

Other restrictions 
were placed on school 
bond financing when 
California Governor Jer-
ry Brown, in response 
to concerns about cre-
ative financing being 
conducted by school dis-
tricts, signed legislation 
(Assembly Bill 182) on 
October 2, 2013, requir-
ing the ratio of total debt 
service to principal for 
each bond series to not 
exceed 4 to one among 

other legal requirements 
and restrictions included 
in the bill.    

In other words, if 
55 percent of the vot-
ers within the boundar-
ies of Hesperia Unified 
School District approve 
Measure M at the No-
vember 4, general elec-
tion and the district is-
sues $207,000,000 in 
bonds, it can legally 
indebt the district up to 
$828,000,000 in debt 
service requirements.  

 Keeping within these 
statutory restrictions 
will be challenging for 
the Hesperia Unified 
School District and that 
is when school districts 
have been getting cre-
ative in how they struc-
ture their financing and 
how they project to pay-
off the debt.  

For instance, when 
Mente explained the dis-
trict’s decision to pay off 
a lease obligation “will 
be dependent on future 
economic conditions of 
HUSD” it suggests the 
district may be project-
ing rising property val-
ues in their calculations 
on how to pay off the 
school district’s debt.    

There is a variety of 
bonds from which the 
district would choose 
from if Measure M pass-
es in order to structure its 
financing to keep within 
these legal restrictions, 
such Build America 
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1996, Choi transferred to 
the Culinary Institute of 
America in Hyde Park, 
New York, and then 
served as an intern chef 
at Le Bernardin in New 
York City. A relatively 
few years later Choi had 
become the chef de cui-
sine at the Beverly Hil-
ton. He would later hold 
similar posts with the 
Embassy Suites in Lake 
Tahoe and the Rock Sug-
ar Pan Asian Kitchen in 
Los Angeles. Growing 
bored with  four and five 
star cooking that catered 
to the upper crust, Choi 
made a radical transition, 
preparing his particular 
brand of food, one that a 
style fuses Mexican and 
Korean flavors and dish-
es, and selling it from 
a food truck which he 
typically parked on Ab-
bot Kinney Boulevard in 
Venice. In  2008 he took 
his show onto the road 
and began parking the 
truck outside nightclubs 
on Sunset Boulevard late 

at night, selling Mexican 
tacos stuffed with Ko-
rean-style meat. His ap-
proach was so successful 
it spawned literally hun-
dreds and then thousands 
of imitators. The city 
and county of Los An-
geles rushed to accom-
modate the new business 
phenomenon, and by 
2010 there were 4,000 
licensed catering trucks 
operating in Los Ange-
les County, including 
200 “specialty” trucks 
which featured high end  
five star cuisine sur-
passing the typical fare 
in most restaurants and 
rivaling that available 
in the finest restaurants 
in the city. This created 
controversy, as the estab-
lished “brick and mor-
tar” restaurants saw first 
their profitability and 
eventually their survival 
as being threatened.  The 
restaurant establishment 
and the politicians who 
were answerable to them 
began to pound back and 
soon a round of efforts 
to intensify the regu-
lations on food trucks 
were served up. Many of 
those, as would be logi-
cally anticipated, were 

aimed at the health re-
lated issues pertaining to 
the trucks, sanitation, re-
frigeration, etc. In 2012, 
the Los Angeles City 
Council upped the effort 
to bring them to heel by 
using both land use and 
traffic considerations as 
operations restrictions. 
In one instance, the  
trucks, characterized as 
“over-sized” were re-
stricted  from parking on 
Wilshire Boulevard near 
the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, one of 
the most popular venues 
for the trucks, ostensibly 
as a means of increasing 
visibility for drivers in 
the area. The ordinance 
banned food trucks from 
parking along Wilshire, 
between Fairfax and La 
Brea between 9 a.m. and 
4 p.m. 

In Los Angeles, city 
officials see further re-
strictions and regula-
tions on food trucks as a 
blow for the public good.

Some 59.7 miles to 
the east, in San Ber-
nardino, the flow is away 
from regulation. A case 
in point is this week the 
San Bernardino County 
Board of Supervisors 

took a second look at 
the ordinance it passed 
in 2012 regulating food 
trucks. 

According to Tom 
Hudson, the director of 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty’s Land Use Services 
Department,  “Current-
ly, Chapter 85.19 Food 
Truck Event Permits al-
lows food trucks to op-
erate only at designated, 
organized events at pre-
approved fixed locations, 
subject to the operator 
obtaining an approved 
Food Truck Event Per-
mits.  The code definition 
of a food truck event in 
Chapter 810.01 includes 
any food truck service, 
regardless of the number 
of attendees or location 
of the event. Currently 
no provisions exist in 
the code for small, inci-
dental food truck uses. 
Employers, contractors 
and persons hosting pri-
vate parties with a small 
number of attendees 
have expressed a concern 
that the food truck event 
permits process is too re-
strictive and costly. The 
proposed amendment to 
the code re-defines the 
minor food truck event 

and adds exemptions to 
the food truck event per-
mits in order to address 
these concerns.”

Hudson continued, 
“This amendment to the 
code proposes to modify 
the definitions of major 
and minor food truck 
events to specify that 
only food truck events 
which are open to the 
public require permits. 
Private parties and other 
uses that are not open to 
the public are excluded 
from food truck event 
permitting. In addition, 
staff is recommending 
a minimum threshold of 
100 attendees to require 
a permit. Therefore, an 
amendment is proposed 
to define the minor food 
truck event as an event 
for 100 to 499 persons. 
The major food truck 
event is defined as an 
event for 500 or more 

persons. Public events 
for fewer than 100 per-
sons would be compa-
rable to a private event 
and, therefore, would not 
require a permit. This 
modification of permit-
ting requirements applies 
only to the food truck 
event permits issued by 

the county land use ser-
vices department. All 
existing requirements 
of the San Bernardino 
County Environmental 
Health Services Depart-
ment with respect to in-
spection and permitting 
of food trucks relative 
to public health require-
ments remain in effect 
and are not affected by 
the proposed ordinance.” 

The policy change 
applies to the county’s 
unincorporated areas. 
The trucks are subject to 
any applicable municipal 
regulations in cities that 
have put them in place. 
Many San Bernardino 
County cities have yet to 
regulate them. 

The board directed 
staff to go even further in 
the liberalization of the 
regulations by looking 
into the consolidation of 
the food truck inspection 
process so that if a truck 
is given certification by 
the health departments 
in either Riverside or Los 
Angeles counties it will 
be deemed licensed in 
San Bernardino County.

Politics in the City of 
Gracious Living have 
proven less than gracious 
in the last fortnight. With 
eight candidates vying 
for three positions on the 
Upland City Council, de-
termination, emotions, 
and tempers have run 
high, and the competi-
tion between the parties, 
seven of whom are run-
ning spirited campaigns, 
has been pitched. 

As is typical in any 
electoral season, signs 

touting the various can-
didacies are visible all 
over the 15.6 square mile 
city of 73,732, having 
sprouted along the road-
way vistas and intersec-
tions like toadstools at 
the base of a tree in a 
thick-growth forest after 
a spring rain.

A rash of vandalism 
to and theft of the signs 
has taken place over the 
last few weeks, with that 
activity intensifying in 
recent days. 

At least three of in-
cumbent councilman 
Gino Filippi’s signs, 
which were in prominent 
spots along Euclid Ave-
nue last week, have gone 
missing. 

Susan Berk, whose 
campaign has used a mix 
of four-foot by four-foot 
signs on heavy wood 
bases as well as smaller 
yard signs, was hit with 
the theft or destruction 
of ten of its signs around 
the city early this week.

Bill Schuessler told 
the Sentinel on Tues-
day that nine or ten of 
his signs were removed, 
destroyed or taken early 
this week.

The candidate most 
heavily hectored by the 
sign thefts was Rod 
McAuliffe, who reported 
on Monday that nearly  
50 of his signs had been 
removed or destroyed.

Reports of the thefts 
have been made to the 
police department in at 

least two of the cases, the 
Sentinel is informed. 

Moreover, a private 
security camera in a 
residential neighborhood 
caught moving images 
of the removal of one of 
Schuessler’s signs.

Schuessler said that 
theft occurred sometime 
between 1 a.m. and 2 
a.m. in the morning of 
October 20. The per-
petrator appears to be a 
young male,   Schuessler 
said. The video shows 

him taking the sign and 
placing it in a vehicle, 
Schuessler said. The 
video is clear enough for 
the make and model of 
the car to be discerned, 
Shuessler said.

 Shuessler said the 
video has been provided 
to a forensic analyst ca-
pable of enhancing the 
images on the video even 
further. 

Upland Council Race Devolving Into Sign Stealing, Vandalizing Frenzy

ans Administration hir-
ing the additional doc-
tors and medical support 
staff needed, like what is 
proposed in the McCain-
Sanders bill. I would not 
have voted for HR 4810, 
but would have insisted 
that an up-or-down vote 
be done in the House 
on the McCain-Sanders 
bill, which has passed 
the Senate, and that the 
money used for building 
more brick-and-mortar 
facilities and outsourc-

ing care be put into hir-
ing more professional 
staff, which will also add 
jobs at the VA facilities 
locally.

Without passing judg-
ment on the Affordable 
Care Act, which has 
been subject to withering 
criticism by Republicans 
and lampooned by those 
critics as “Obamacare,” 
Conaway asserted that 
the concept of providing 
universal health cover-
age to all Americans is 
a worthy goal and that 
efforts to work toward 
that ideal must be main-

tained.
“For the sake of dis-

cussion, if the Affordable 
Care Act got repealed, 
we would still need to 
make sure that insurance 
carriers don’t discrimi-
nate based on a citizen's 
gender and whether they 
have pre-existing condi-
tions,” Conaway said. 
“Paul Cook voted for 
HR 3522, which allows 
insurers to discriminate 
based on gender and pre-
existing conditions. I 
would vote to keep those 
protections, whether or 
not the Affordable Care 

Act remains in place.”
Conaway told the Sen-

tinel that it is his position 
that “working moms still 
need access to child care 
tax credits. We all know 
the economy is in flux. 
More women are the 
bread winners in fami-
lies and need to pitch in 
to make ends meet even 
with the significant other 
working. We need to not 
discriminate against en-
try level women employ-
ees. Paul Cook voted for 
HR 4935, which would 
eliminate $1,725.00 dol-
lars in child care tax 

credits for five million 
single parents with two 
children to care for, re-
duce it for six million 
other working moms, 
while increasing the 
child care tax credit for 
those earning $150,000 
by an additional $2,200. I 
would have voted against 
HR 4935 to make it pos-
sible for women with 
families to afford entry 
level minimum wages. 
The savings of not put-
ting HR 4935 into effect, 
is saving $100 billion 
over ten years per the 
Congressional Budget 

office.”
Conaway said he 

stood for “not increas-
ing taxes for the work-
ing poor. HR 4935, by 
eliminating the child 
care tax credit, increases 
a single mom's tax bill 
by up to $150 per month 
or a week of food and 
household supplies for 
most working families. I 
would have voted against 
HR 4935 and saved $100 
billion over 10 years.”

Conaway said he is in 
favor of increasing the 
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minimum wage to $10.16 
by 2016.” 

He said, “No mat-
ter how you calculate it, 
minimum wage has flat-
lined over the past 50 
years. A 2012 study from 

the Center for Economic 
Policy Research reads, 
‘By all of the most com-
monly used benchmarks 
- If wages had kept up 
with productivity gains 
since 1968, it would be 
nearly $22 dollars an 
hour.’ Paul Cook voted 

against increasing the 
minimum wage to $10.16 
in 2016. I would have 
voted to increase the 
minimum wage to $10.16 
by 2016.”

He would, Conaway 
said, work to “help our 
college students get the 

education they need. 
Paul Cook voted for pas-
sage of HR 3393, which 
eliminated some tax 
credits and deductions 
for education expenses 
and took benefits away 
from  graduate students. 
In addition to this, Paul 

Cook voted to increase 
the student loan inter-
est rates to 3.4%, even 
though passbook rates 
are at a record low. I 
would vote to reduce the 
interest rate and create 
realistic payment plans 
that do not discriminate 

on prior credit history 
and which can be ad-
justed based on changing 
conditions like job loss 
or income reduction.”

On one issue, at least, 
Conaway said he was 
on the conservative 
side of the divide, while 
Cook was, by contrast, 
a liberal. Specifically, 
Conaway said, he was a 
states’ rights advocate, 
while his opponent was 
a creature of the federal 
government establish-
ment. 

“We need to control 
our state’s water resourc-
es and protect California 
jobs,” Conaway said. 
“Paul Cook voted for HR 
3964, which will preempt 
state water law and state 
court decisions, elimi-
nate protection needed 
to California's salmon 
industry and other com-
mercially valuable spe-
cies. HR 3964 will feder-
ally take over our water 
and cost us thousands of 
jobs. I would have voted 
against HR 3964 as a 
federal grab of in state 
water resources.”

The county and the 
sheriff’s department will 
charge the Victor Valley 
Union High School Dis-
trict over $130,000 for 
the services of a single 
school resource officer 
to work the Adelanto 
High School campus for 
the slightly more than six 
months of instructional 
time before the end of 
the current school year. 

According to sheriff’s 
captain Shannon Dicus. 

“On September 18, 2014, 
the Victor Valley Union 
High

School District Board 
of Trustees approved the 
addition of a school re-
source officer to be as-
signed at Adelanto High 
School. School resource 
officers work closely 
with school adminis-
trators in an effort to 
create a safer environ-
ment for both students 
and staff. In addition to 

typical peace officer du-
ties, School resource of-
ficers provide mentoring 
to students and conduct 
presentations on youth-
related issues.”

The services provided 
by the resource officer 
will cost the taxpayers in 
the Victor Valley Union 
High School $968.94 per 
day.  

The proposed con-
tract provides rev-
enue in the amount of 

$130,807 to provide a 
full-time deputy sheriff 
as a school resource of-
ficer for the balance of 
the school year. The rate 
charged provides full re-
covery of both the direct 
and indirect costs of this 
contract. 

According to Dicus, 
“Services will be provid-
ed by existing staff; how-
ever, budget adjustments 
will be necessary cover 
anticipated overtime 

and equipment costs. 
The sheriff’s department 
will receive $130,807 
for providing a school 
resource officer for the 
period of November 3, 
2014 through May 29, 
2015.  The proposed con-
tract provides for school 
resource officer services 
at Adelanto High School 
for the remainder of the 
2014-15 school year. 
This contract benefits the 
district by having a dedi-

cated law enforcement 
presence on campus and 
the department is bene-
fited by freeing up patrol 
deputies from having to 
respond to numerous is-
sues on campus.”

Dicus told the Senti-
nel the $130,807 cost of 
providing the deputy’s 
services to the district 
reflects the annual $ 
224,240.57 annual cost 
to the department of em-
ploying a single deputy.
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Bonds or BABs, current 
interest bonds or CIBs, 
capital appreciation 
bonds or CABs, convert-
ible capital appreciation 

bonds or CCABs. 
 According to Mente’s 

email, “HUSD antici-
pates using both current 
interest bonds and capi-
tal appreciation bonds 
when issuing general ob-
ligation bonds under the 
authorization of Mea-
sure M” and “current 
interest bonds will be is-
sued to the fullest extent 
possible.”  

“The use of capital 
appreciation bonds will 
be only to maximize the 
efficiency of the tax rev-
enues,” Mente explained 
adding that the school 
district would “adhere to 
all legal requirements.”  

 Capital appreciate 
bonds are known to have 
extended maturities now 
up to 25 years, included 
compounded interest, 

which is interest on top 
of interest and have been 
known to have no pay-
ments due until maturity 
date resulting in exorbi-
tant payoff amounts.    

 “The use of bond 
anticipation notes is not 
expected at this time 
and not needed to ac-
complish the goals of 
HUSD's Governing 
Board and the School 
Facilities Committee,” 
Mente concluded.    

 Mente in her email to 
the Sentinel explained, 
“HUSD will adhere to 
all parameters and re-
quirements set both in 
AB 182 or any other 
legal requirements in 
place at the time of each 
bond issuance when is-
suing general obligation 
bonds authorized under 
Measure “M." 

 “If the district re-
ceives voter approval, the 
district will analyze the 
issuance of each bonds 
based on the planned 
facilities improvements, 

the requirements of the 
law, and the economic 
conditions at the time,” 
Mente asserted, explain-
ing, “There is, therefore: 
no way to know today, 
all details of bond issu-
ances five to 10 years 
into the future.”

 As far as the existing 
debt of Hesperia Unified 
School District, Mente 
responded “HUSD does 
not have any outstand-
ing general obligation 
bonds.” 

 However, Mente re-
vealed, “HUSD has en-
tered into two (2) lease 
arrangements which are 
making lease payments 
on certificates of partici-
pation.”  Certificates of 
participation are another 
type of debt instrument 
which is sold on Wall 
Street to investors with-
out voter approval.  

   “In addition, HUSD 
has formed a number 
of community facilities 
districts,” Mente said, 
adding that “Two (2) of 

the five community fa-
cilities districts have is-
sued special tax bonds.”  

 When the Sentinel 
asked for the names of 
the community facili-
ties districts and details 
on the special tax bonds, 
Mente explained “our 
consultant cannot meet 
your deadline.”   

Details relating to 
abrupt parting of the 
ways between the San 
Bernardino Public Em-
ployees Association and 
its general manager, 
Bob Blough in the sum-
mer of 2013, a develop-
ment shrouded in some 
degree of mystery, have 
emerged with the associ-
ation’s filing of a lawsuit 
against Blough on Octo-
ber 17. 

According to San Ber-
nardino Public Employ-
ees Association Presi-
dent Ron Dunn, during 
Blough’s tenure as gen-
eral manager “money” 
was “unaccounted for 
and misappropriated 
by Mr. Blough,” action 
which Dunn said “can-
not go ignored.”

The complaint against 
Blough, filed on behalf 
of the San Bernardino 
Public Employees As-
sociation (SBPEA) by 
attorneys Dennis Hayes 
and Michelle Hribar of 
the San Diego-based 
law firm of  Hayes & 
Cunningham, states “In 
2013 SBPEA hired new 
auditors Ahern Adcock 
Devlin LLP. In June 
2013, during its audit of 
SBPEA, Ahern Adcock 
Devlin discovered that 
there was a large dis-
parity in the amount of 

SBPEA’s recorded cash 
receipts and the amount 
of deposits made to SB-
PEA’s bank account at 
Security Bank of Cali-
fornia  The amount of 
SBPEA’s recorded cash 
receipts appeared to far 
exceed the amount of 
cash deposits that had 
been made.”

The lawsuit contin-
ues, “Ahern Adcock 
Devlin asked Blough to 
provide the keys to SB-
PEA’s safe, where pre-
sumably cash making up 
the difference between 
SBPEA’s cash receipts 
and cash deposits would 
be located. Blough reluc-
tantly provided Ahern 
Adcock Devlin with the 
key to SBPEA’s safe. 
Upon review of the cash 
in SBPEA’s safe, Ahern 
Adcock Devlin found 
only approximately 
$40,000 in cash, which 
was far less than the 
amount of cash received 
by SBPEA that was not 
deposited in SBPEA’s 
bank account. SBPEA 
immediately placed 
Blough on administra-
tive leave without pay 
and shortly thereafter, 
terminated Bough’s em-
ployment. SBPEA also 
terminated from em-
ployment Blough’s assis-
tant, Jeannie Marquez.”

The association un-
dertook a more extensive 
investigation of the mat-
ter after Blough had de-
parted, according to the 
lawsuit.

“SBPEA then hired 
Ahern Adcock Devlin 
to perform an audit of 
SBPEA’s records for the 
time period from July 1, 
2011 through June 30, 
2013, in order to assist 
SBPEA with its inves-
tigation of Blough and 
Marquez,” the lawsuit 
states. “On October 1, 
2014, Devlin provided 
the final results of its 
audit to SBPEA.  Ahern 
Adcock Devlin’s au-
dit revealed that be-
tween July 1, 2011 and 
June 30, 2013, a total of 
$595,444.82 in cash re-
ceived by SBPEA was 
missing because it was 
never deposited into SB-
PEA’s bank account and 
was not in SBPEA’s safe. 
SBPEA is informed and 
believes and based there-
on alleges that Blough 
misappropriated, con-
verted, and embezzled 
cash in the amount of 
$595,444.82 from SB-
PEA.” 

In addition, according 
to the lawsuit, there were 
other financial irregular-
ities that occurred dur-
ing Blough’s tenure as 

Lawsuit, Including $500K-plus Embezzlement Accusation, Explicates Blough Departure
general manager. 

“Ahern Adcock Dev-
lin’s audit also revealed 
that during the time 
frame of July 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2013, 
there were numerous 
charges on SBPEA’s 
credit cards, including 
those held in Blough’s 
name, which appeared to 
be personal-in-nature,” 
the suit states. “The 
purchases appearing to 
be personal-in-nature 
amount to $108,345.14. 
SBPEA is informed and 
believes and based there-
on alleges that in addi-
tion to the $595,444.82 
in cash, Blough also 
misappropriated, con-
verted, and embezzled 
$109,345.14 of SBPEA’s 
funds by using SBPEA’s 
credit cards in order to 
pay for his own personal 

expenses.” 
According to the suit, 

there were other ques-
tionable credit card ex-
penses by Blough for 
storage units, tools, pa-
per, grills and other sup-
plies, which had no sup-
porting documentation 
available. 

According to the suit, 
“Blough intentionally 
concealed his misap-
propriation, conversion 
and embezzlement of 
funds from SBPEA’s ex-
ecutive committee and 
members. SBPEA is in-
formed and believes and 
based thereon alleges 
that Blough falsified and 
altered SBPEA’s records 
in order to conceal his 
misappropriation, con-
version, and embezzle-
ment of funds from the 
SBPEA executive com-

mittee and members.”
Efforts to locate 

Blough for comment 
were unsuccessful. 

The San Bernardino 
Public Employees As-
sociation represents and 
handles collective bar-
gaining for over 11,000 
employees working for 
San Bernardino County 
and 3,000 others work-
ing for 16 of the coun-
ty’s cities – Barstow, 
Big Bear, Chino, Chino 
Hills, Colton Fontana, 
Hesperia, Loma Linda, 
Montclair, Needles, On-
tario, Rancho Cucamon-
ga, Redlands, Rialto, San 
Bernardino, and Upland, 
as well as three cities in 
east Los Angeles Coun-
ty, Claremont, Pomona 
and West Covina, and 
Banning in Riverside 
County.

ers to collect over 2,700 
signatures of  town citi-
zens who were “mad as 
hell and not going to take 
it anymore” about nu-
merous policy blunders 
made by  Abel and three 
of his council colleagues.  
Incumbent Bob Leone’s 

support for the recall was 
much more circumspect 
but he made clear his 
sustained disagreements 
with all the other mem-
bers of the council at the 
time.  Leone served on 
the council in previous 
years but left the council 
dais two election cycles 
ago, only to return in a 
special election held last 

year. During his most re-
cent tenure on the coun-
cil, Leone was the lone 
negative vote on several 
decisions of the council 
firmly aligning Leone, 
whether he wants to 
publicize it or not, with 
the new powerful vot-
ing block that Herbel 
and Cohen congregated 
against the established 

Yucca Valley Race 
 from page  2
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Continued on Page 10

Can-Am Auto Salvage
Top Dollar Paid For Your Clunker!

Get a down payment on your new car by making a 
sensible and lucrative departure from your old one.

We operate in an environmentally responsible manner. 

1125 E California St, Ontario                   (909) 983-9695

The board of supervi-
sors this week approved 
a no-bid contract with an 
Illinois-based company 
for the purchase of a bus 
for the sheriff’s depart-
ment to use to transport 
prisoners, including for-
ays between detention 
facilities and back and 
forth from jail to court. 

While modern busses 
used for passenger trans-
port in the United States 
typically cost from 
$300,000 to $400,000, 
the bus San Bernardino 
County taxpayers are 
buying for the sheriff’s 
department will run 
more than $600,000.

A report dated Oc-
tober 21, 2014 ostensi-
bly from sheriff John 
McMahon to the board 
of supervisors that was 

actually written by sher-
iff’s captain Shannon Di-
cus states “The sheriff’s 
department is request-
ing a non-competitive 
procurement with Motor 
Coach Industries in order 
to maintain a standard-
ized fleet of jail buses. 
The department strives 
to replace inmate secu-
rity transportation buses 
when they reach the one 
million mile mark. The 
department has worked 
to standardize its fleet of 
jail transportation buses 
and has found that Mo-
tor Coach Industries is 
a reasonably priced bus 
that meets its specifica-
tions required for reliable 
short and long distance 
prisoner transportation 
needs. The last purchase 
of inmate transportation 

buses was previously ap-
proved by the board of 
supervisors on Novem-
ber 27, 2012  

The advantages of 
having a standardized 
fleet from Motor coach 
Industries include pro-
viding the drivers a more 
predictable operating 
environment with fa-
miliar controls and han-
dling capabilities, which 
in turn increase safety 
while the buses are in 
operation. In addition 
to the capability of the 
Motor Coach Industries 
buses to carry twice as 
many people compared 
to other manufactur-
ers, the department also 
saves time and money 
on the maintenance as 
mechanics and motor 
pool personnel can more 

predictably assess com-
mon maintenance issues 
without additional train-
ing, and take advantage 
of interchangeable parts 
and equipment. Motor 
coach Industries buses 
are also currently be-
ing used by San Diego 
County, Riverside Coun-
ty, Orange County, Los 
Angeles County, and the 
California Department 
of Corrections.  Secu-
rity and reliability are 
the department’s highest 
priorities for bus design 
and the Motor Coach 
Industries bus has been 
specifically designed 
according to the depart-
ment’s requirements 
and specifications. Mo-
tor Coach Industries 
jail transportation bus 
design features, main-

tenance record, reason-
able price, and long life 
have made it a consistent 
replacement choice. Pur-
chasing concurs with the 
non-competitive justifi-
cation as the functional-
ity of the bus provides 
a predictable operating 
environment with famil-
iar controls and handling 
capabilities. The de-
partment is continually 
kept up to date on other 
manufacturers’ products 
and will competitively 
solicit when safety and 
other specifications can 
be met.”

Dicus told the Senti-
nel that the busses con-
tain a number of features 
that are not available on 
typical busses. “It has a 
bathroom, which is nec-
essary for prison runs to 

the northern part of the 
state,” Dicus said. “The 
busses have automatic 
transmissions, which 
fits with our effort to 
standardized them. The 
floor plan features in-
ternal security which al-
lows us to separate high 
security inmates from 
other inmates. It has in-
dividual areas that can 
be secured.”

In compliance with 
the sheriff’s depart-
ment recommendation, 
the board of supervisors 
authorized the county’s 
purchasing agent to is-
sue a purchase order to 
Motor Coach Industries 
for one D4000 inmate 
security transportation 
bus in the amount of 
$603,058.59. 

Newest Prisoner Transportation Bus For Sheriff’s Office To Cost County $603,000

old guard block steered 
by Hagerman/Cook.

The calculations of 
the vote include a to-
tal registration pool of 
about 10,000 registered.  
Significantly, Herbel and 

Cohen and their fellows 
added about 500 votes to 
the rolls during the recall 
campaign.  Presump-
tively, a large percent 
of those voters remain 
interested in changing 
Town Hall.  In a presi-
dential year, the total 
number of voters is near 

4,000 votes, of which the 
“Pastor Block” is about 
2,500 votes depending 
on the threat level of the 
non-block candidates.

With a candidate pool 
of nine candidates, many 
of whom are themselves 
Pastor Block candidates 

but with low name rec-
ognition outside the 
block, the potential for 
dilution and softening of 
the block is high despite 
the weighty opposition 
such as Cohen and Her-
bel.

New candidates Rick 
Dennison, Jeff Drozd, 

Charles McHenry, Su-
san Simmons, and to a 
much lesser extent the “I 
did and do inhale mari-
juana”  Brian Watson, 
all will draw some votes 
from the Pastor Block if 
for no other reason than 
a vote for “someone like 
me” identity politics.  

Dennison: local firemen, 
Drozd: special educa-
tion teachers, McHenry: 
friends of the Library 
and National Parks, Sim-
mons: small business 
owners. 

So with three lead 

Yucca Valley Race 
 from page  7
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tioning system tracking, 
increased significantly.” 
Indeed, Scray-Brown 
said, it was “as a result” 
of the realignment that 
the county entered into 
the contract with Senti-
nel Offender Services.

At this point, Scray- 
Brown said, it has be-
come apparent that Sen-
tinel Offender Services 
bit off more than it could 
chew when it agreed 
almost two-and-a-half-
years ago to complete 
three years worth of 
probation tracking for a 
mere $1 million.

“As of August 2014, 
8,316 post release com-
munity supervision of-
fenders have been re-
leased by the California 
Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation 
to the county. 

This number is ap-
proximately 35% higher 
than was previously pro-
jected,” Scray-Brown 
said. “In addition, cases 
have also been received 
from the court and oth-
er counties (573 cases), 
bringing the total num-
ber of  cases to 8,889.”

For that reason, 
Scray-Brown said, the 

county should cut Sen-
tinel some slack and not 
hold it to the terms of its 
2012 contract.  “Due to 
the increased number of 
post release community 
supervision offenders, 
the department now re-
quires a related increase 
in the contract with 
Sentinel,” Scray-Brown 
wrote. The additional 
$340,000 would be suf-
ficient for the increased 
contract monitoring ser-
vices needed through 
June 30, 2015, the agree-
ment’s scheduled expira-
tion date.”

This clashes with 
what Scray-Brown said 
in 2012 when she recom-
mended that the county, 
which had entered into a 
probationer monitoring 
contract with Sentinel 
in 2005, intensify its ar-
rangement with Sentinel 
based upon the realign-
ment. As a consequence 
of Scray-Brown’s recom-
mendation, the county 
in the summer of 2012 
entered into a three-year 
contract with Sentinel. 
At the June 26, 2012 
board of supervisors  
meeting, Scray-Brown, 
who at that time went by 
the name Michelle Scray, 
insisted that  Irvine-
based Sentinel Offender 
Services had success-
fully outcompeted  CMG 
Safeguard Electronic 

Monitoring, Inc. of Ful-
lerton and Rocky Moun-
tain Offender    Manage-
ment Services of West-
minster, Colorado for  
the contract. At that 
time Scray indicated  
one of the criteria in the 
competition was “cost. 
Contract services, in 
the maximum amount 
of $1,000,000 over the 
three year term of the 
agreement, will be fully 
funded from either AB 
109 revenues or fees 
collected from referred 
offenders who pay for 
monitoring services on 
a sliding fee scale based 
on their ability to pay,” 
Scray said more than two 
years ago.

This week, Scray- 
Brown cited no provision 
in the original contract 
for realignment prisoner 
releasee monitoring that 
specified limits on the 
numbers of prisoners 
Sentinel would be re-
sponsible for tracking. 
No such limitation was 
specified in the public 
documents related to the 
2012 contract.   

 Deputy chief proba-
tion officer Dan Bautista 
acknowledged that Sen-
tinel had committed to 
provide global position-
ing tracking of prisoners 
released under the re-
alignment through June 
30, 2015 and that based 

on the prisoner releases 
that occurred under the 
realignment beginning 
in 2011, both Sentinel 
and the county had not 
entered into a blind ar-
rangement in 2012. Nev-
ertheless, Bautista said, 
the numbers of releases 
anticipated under the 
project at that time “were 
just projections.” Bau-
tista said Scray Brown 
had sought greater re-
muneration for Sentinel 
“basically because of the 
increased usage.”

As to whether al-
lowing Sentinel out of 
the terms of its original 
contract and conferring 
upon it a $340,000 in-
crease constituted a gift 
of public funds, Bautista 
declined comment.

“Any statement will 
have to come from our 
media relations divi-
sion,” he said.

Chris Condon, the 
media relations special-
ist for the probation de-
partment said “Basically, 
what happened was Sen-
tinel was given the con-
tract to monitor as many 
released prisoners as we 
needed to have moni-
tored. It could be two. 
It could be a thousand. 
The problem is with AB 
109 [i.e., realignment 
legislation], we didn’t 
know how many more. 
The Department of Cor-

rections did not give us 
that information. What 
ended up happening 
was we gave Sentinel a 
three-year contract for a 
million dollars. In fiscal 
year 2012-13 we  paid 
them $429,831. In 2013-
14 we paid them a to-
tal of $422,314. For the 
first two years we paid 
a total of $852,145. That 
left us with a remain-
ing $147,855 for the final 
year. We are only three 
months into the third 
year and we are now 
nearly out of money and 
we have to continue to 
fund the monitoring pro-
gram. The board agenda 
item was to increase the 
amount of the contract 
by $340,000. We arrived 
at $350,000 because the 
cost of the monitoring is 
34 percent higher than 
we anticipated in 2012. 
The million dollar figure 
in the original contract 
was just a projection. If 
we had known what the 
actual costs are, the con-
tract would have been 
$340,000 higher.”

Despite other indica-
tions that Sentinel had 
taken on the project to 
provide full monitor-
ing across the board for 
three years and that un-
der the contract Senti-
nel agreed, in Condon’s 
words, “they will pro-
vide as much monitor-

ing as was needed for a 
cost,” Condon said “We 
can’t enter into a contract 
in which it would be for 
an unlimited amount of 
electronic monitoring... 
The company would go 
bankrupt.” Condon said 
he did not have immedi-
ate access to the contract 
but that a commitment 
by Sentinel to monitor 
an unspecified number 
of released prisoners at 
a fixed total cost “would 
not have been included 
in the contract.”

The county, Condon 
said, is “billed by them 
monthly, and we only 
pay for what we use.”

At present, Condon 
said 230 to 280 released 
prisoners are monitored 
on a daily basis, 90 to 
120 of whom are home-
less.

According to Con-
don, 10,982 inmates for-
merly housed in the state 
prison system have been 
released into county cus-
tody and of that number, 
3,606 are currently out 
of custody and under the 
supervision of the proba-
tion department. Among 
those 3,606 are the 230 
to 280 being monitored 
electronically. The cost 
of monitoring each of 
those individuals costs 
between $109 and $110 
per month, according to 
Condon’s calculations.
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports 
are reproduced in 
their original format 
as authored by de-
partment personnel.

Continued on Page 11

 Coroner case #701407871 On 10/22/14 at 5:18 AM, the California Highway Patrol began receiving calls of a head-on collision on Interstate 15 northbound just 
south of the Baseline Ave. exit in Rancho Cucamonga.  When officers arrived they found that a silver 2012 Toyota Prius  had been traveling southbound in the 
northbound lanes of traffic and struck a semi-tractor trailer that was traveling northbound in the lane closest to the shoulder.  The Prius suffered total damage as the 
result of the collision.  Paramedics from the Rancho Cucamonga Fire Department arrived shortly after receiving the call and pronounced Liam Niemeyer, an 18 year 
old resident of Lancaster [102214 1649 SY], the male Prius driver dead. The Rancho Cucamonga Station of the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department, Major 
Accident Investigation Team is investigating the incident.  [102214 1412 SY] 

 
Coroner case # 701407865 On October 18, 2014, at 6:45 A.M., San Bernardino County Sheriff Department Personnel responded to a report of a single vehicle 

traffic incident on Caliente Road at Joshua Street in Hesperia. Sheriff personnel found 45 year-old Hesperia resident Tamara Sigmund, the sole occupant of a 2002 
Chevrolet, had been traveling northbound on Caliente Road when for unknown reasons the vehicle rolled over multiple times. Sigmund was transported to the Ar-
rowhead Regional Medical Center. On 10/21/14 at 10:57 P.M. died of her injuries. The San Bernardino County Sheriff Department, Major Accident Investigation 
Team is investigating the incident. [102214 1404 SY]

 
Coroner case #701407836 On 10/21/2014 at 12: 05 AM, Upland Police Department officers responded to a 911 call in the area of N. 13th Avenue and E. San Ber-

nardino Road for a traffic collision. Officers arrived on scene and located a Honda that had struck a tree at a high rate of speed. The right front passenger, 22 year-old 
Montclair resident Stephen Noel Ortiz, was pronounced dead at the scene. Three other occupants of the vehicle were transported to local hospitals for treatment of 
their injuries. The Upland Police department is investigating this incident.[102114 0830 SY] 

Coroner case #701407816 On 10/20/14 at 10:46 AM, 911 calls were received from Fawnskin area residents advising of a plane down near the Grout Bay campsite 
area on the north side of Big Bear Lake.  Deputies from the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department Big Bear Station and from the Aviation Division responded 
to the location.  Paramedics from the San Bernardino County Fire Department also responded to the area.  When they arrived at the crash site, the paramedics 
immediately pronounced death.  The plane was occupied by a pilot only and no other passengers The plane was described as a single engine "experimental" style 
aircraft.  It was believed that the pilot had just taken off from the Big Bear Airport when he experienced unknown problems causing the plane to go down.  Investiga-
tors from the National Transportation Safety Board and the Federal Aviation Administration along with deputies from the San Bernardino County Aviation Division 
are investigating the cause of the accident.  The pilot's name will be released when the positive identification has been completed.  An autopsy will be conducted to 
determine the exact cause of death. [102114 0823 SY] 

Coroner case #701407800 On 10/19/2014, at 9:00 P.M., 22 year-old San Bernardino resident Rodolfo Ramirez was riding his motorcycle eastbound on G Street in 
Ontario when the motorcycle struck a 2010 Infiniti SUV north on Grove Avenue in the intersection.  Ramirez was pronounced dead at the scene.  The Ontario Police 
Department's Traffic Detail is investigating.  [102114 0753 SY] 

Coroner case #701407793 On Sunday, October 19, 2014, at about noon, Florentino Reyes, a 54 year old homeless man living in the area of S. Valley View Ave. 
(south of Mill St., east of Waterman Ave.) in San Bernardino, was found dead by friends.  Examinations will be conducted to attempt to determine his cause of death.  
The incident is under investigation by the San Bernardino Police Department.  This department is seeking public assistance to locate Florentino’s family.  Anyone 
with information is requested to call the San Bernardino County Sheriff Department - Coroner Division (909-387-2978).  [102114 0739 SY] 

Coroner case #701407747  On 10/17/14, at 2:50 PM, a Ford Bronco with five occupants was involved in a single-vehicle rollover accident along Fuente Street, just 
north of Muscatel Street, in Hesperia.  A back seat passenger, Andrew Derrill Wilson, age 16 of Hesperia, was pronounced dead of his injuries at the scene.  The 
accident is under investigation by the San Bernardino County Sheriff Department, Major Accident Investigation Team.  [10/17/14 2215 VN] 

Coroner case #701407758  On 10/18/14, at about 9:45 AM, 24 year-old Beaumont resident Andrew Meza, was traveling westbound on Interstate 10 on a motorcycle. Upon 
approaching the 215 freeway, it appeared he lost control of the motorcycle and was ejected. Meza was pronounced dead from his injuries when the CHP and fire depart-

ment personnel arrived. 
[101814 1340 TC] 

and powerful dissent-
ers in the race for three 
seats, the probability ap-
pears that at least two of 
the counter-reactionaries 
will progress to the dais, 
perhaps all three. 

Random fortune 
placed past-council-
member Lori Herbel’s 
name at the top of the 
list on the ballot and po-
litical mavens say that 
alone will produce a 
few percentage points of 
advantage.  Bob Leone 
has already served on 
the council four sepa-
rate times and while he 
makes his own deci-
sions, he has not raised 
so much of the ire of the 

Yucca Valley Race 
 from page  8



Friday, October 17, 2014 Page 11San Bernardino County Sentinel

 Botta’s Pocket Gopher (Thomomys Bottae)
County Wildlife Corner

Chino Chiropractic Office

  Dr. Dean Kerr
Palmer Chiropractor

Phone: 909 627-3633
Pager: 909 464-7246

Serving the entire Chino Valley 

13039 Seventh Street 
Chino, CA 91710

opened in 1941 but was 
not yet connected to the 
Hollywood Freeway, 
while the "Four Way" 
overpass was being con-
structed, westbound car 
traffic from the SB free-
way poured onto down-
town streets near the 
present Union Station. 
PE's multiple car trains 
coming and going from 
Pasadena, Sierra Madre, 
and Monrovia/Glendora 
used those same streets 
the final few miles to 
the 6th and Main PE ter-
minal and were totally 
bogged down within this 
jammed traffic. Sched-
ules could not be met, 
plus former patrons were 
now driving. The San 
Bernardino line, Pomo-
na branch, Temple City 
branch via Alhambra's 

Main St., San Bernardi-
no's Mountain View local 
to 34th St., Santa Monica 
Blvd. via Beverly Hills, 
and all remaining Pasa-
dena local service were 
all cut in 1941.

The last vestige of the 
Red Car system into San 
Bernardino County was 
the  interurban Railroad 
post office service oper-
ated by Pacific Electric 
on its San Bernardino 
Line. This was inaugu-
rated comparatively late, 
on September 2, 1947. It 
left LA's Union Station 
interurban yard on the 
west side of the termi-
nal turning north onto 
Alameda Street at 12:45 
pm and San Bernardino 
at 4:40 pm, taking three 
hours for the trip. It did 
not operate on Sundays 
or holidays. This last 
Rrailroad post office was 
pulled off May 6, 1950.

Red Line 
from page 3

Botta's pocket gopher 
(Thomomys bottae), 
which is also known as 
the valley pocket go-
pher is ahighly adaptable 
small mammal that has 
found a home, among, 

they inhabit a range 
of habitats, including 
woodlands, chaparral, 
scrubland, and agricul-
tural land, being lim-
ited only by rocky ter-
rain, barren deserts, and 
major rivers. They are 
found at elevations up to 
13,800 feet.

There are roughly 195 
subspecies of the Botta’s 
pocket gopher, and many 
of these have evolved be-
cause of their geographi-
cal distribution and the 
differences in climate 
and habitat. California 
boasts 43 subspecies

Botta's pocket gopher 
is strictly herbivorous, 
feeding on a variety of 
plant matter. Shoots and 
grasses are particularly 
important, supplement-
ed by roots, tubers, and 
bulbs during the winter. 
An individual will of-
ten pull plants into the 
ground by the roots to 
consume them in the 
safety of its burrow, 
where it spends 90 per-
cent of its life.

Main predators of this 
species include Ameri-
can badgers, coyotes, 
long-tailed weasels, and 
snakes, but other preda-
tors include skunks, 
owls, bobcats, and 
hawks. This species is 
considered a pest in ur-
ban and agricultural ar-
eas due to its burrowing 
habit and its predilection 
for alfalfa. Paradoxical-
ly, it is also considered 
beneficial as its burrows 
are a key source of aera-
tion for soils in the re-
gion. Digging by Botta's 
pocket gophers is esti-
mated to aerate the soil 
to a depth of about eight 

inches and to be respon-
sible for the creation of 
Mima mounds up to six-
and-a-half feet in height. 
Populations of the spe-
cies have been estimated 
to mine as much as 28 
tons of soil per hectare 
per year, much of which 
is moved below ground, 
rather than being pushed 
up into the mounds. On 
the negative side, the 
species has been associ-
ated with the deaths of 
aspen in Arizona and 
creates patches of bare 
ground that may limit 
the establishment of new 

disposal of excavated 
soil. On the surface, the 
burrows are marked by 
fan-shaped mounds of 
excavated soil, with the 
actual entrance usually 
kept filled in for protec-
tion. Population densities 
of between 10 and 62 per 
acre have been reported. 

Above ground traces 
of these burrows are 
sometimes called "go-
pher eskers."

Outside of the breed-
ing season, each burrow 
is inhabited by a single 
adult, with any young 
leaving once they are 

gophers encounter each 
other, they will fight or 
meticulously avoid each 
other. Desire for com-
panionship seems to be 
completely lacking in 
their makeup.

In areas with suffi-
cient food, such as agri-
cultural land, breeding 
can occur year round, 
with up to four litters 
being born each year. 
In the north, and other, 
less hospitable, environ-
ments, breeding occurs 
only during the spring. 
The local habitat also 
affects the age at which 
females begin breeding, 
with nearly half doing so 
in their first year in agri-
cultural land, but none at 
all in desert scrub.

Gestation lasts eigh-
teen days, and results in 
the birth of a litter of up 
to twelve pups, although 
three or four is more 
typical. The young are 
born hairless and blind, 

and measure about two 
inches in length. The 
first, silky coat of fur 
is replaced by a coarser 
coat of grey hair as the 
pups age, before the full 
adult coat develops. 

Botta's pocket go-
phers are capable of 
breeding with southern 
pocket gophers, and, un-
til the 1980s, were often 
considered to belong to 
the same species. How-
ever, male hybrids are 
sterile, and females have 
greatly reduced fertility 
and rarely have offspring 
of their own. Hybridi-
sation with Townsend's 
pocket gopher has also 
been reported, and it too 
appears not to extend 
much beyond the first 
generation. 

The specific and com-
mon names of this spe-
cies honor Paul-Émile 
Botta, a naturalist and 
archaeologist who col-
lected mammals in Cali-
fornia in the 1820s and 
1830s.

establishment to anger 
too many people.  So 
the likely wildcards for 
the third seat appears to 
include Abel whose nor-
mal voting block is di-
luted, and Cohen whose 
voting block is new and 
untested.

And between Abel 
and Cohen are some in-

tense contrasts of attri-
butes which some voters 
use to make their selec-
tion to represent them: 
soft-spoken/outspoken, 
Christian faith/Jewish 
faith, public employee/
corporate employee, 
“people skills”/“systems 
skills,” political conser-
vative/political liberal.
 –Sentinel Morongo Ba-
sin Correspondent  

Yucca Valley Race 
 from page  10

other places, in the ex-
panses of San Bernardi-
no County. 

Botta's pocket gopher 
is a medium-sized go-
pher, with adults reach-
ing a length of  roughly 
seven to ten-and-a-half 
inches, including a two 
to two-and-a-half inch 
tail. Males are larger, 
with a weight of 5.6 to 
8.8 ounces, compared 
with 4.2 to 7.1 ounces in 
the females. Coloration is 
highly variable, and has 
been used to help distin-
guish some of the many 
subspecies; it may also 
change over the course 
of a year as the animals 
molt. Both albino and 
melanistic individuals 
have also been reported. 
However, Botta's gopher 
generally lacks the black 
stripe down the middle 
of the back found in the 
closely related southern 
pocket gopher. They 
have furlined cheek 
pouches.

In addition to be-
ing native to California, 
these creatures are pres-
ent in Arizona, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Texas, 
Utah and southern Colo-
rado and Mexico. Within 
this geographical area, 

seedlings. 
The Botta's pocket 

gopher is highly adapt-
able, burrowing into a 
very diverse array of 
soils from loose sands 
to tightly packed clays, 
and from arid deserts to 
high altitude meadows. 
They are able to toler-
ate such a wide range of 
soils in part because they 
dig primarily with their 
teeth, which are larger 
and with a thicker layer 
of enamel than in claw-
digging gophers. In com-
parison, gophers digging 
with their claws are gen-
erally only able to dig 
in softer soils, because 
their claws wear down 
more quickly than teeth 
do in harder materials. 

Botta's pocket go-
phers are active for a 
total of about nine hours 
each day, spending most 
of their time feeding in 
their burrows, but are not 
restricted to either day-
light or night time. They 
make little sound, al-
though they do commu-
nicate by making click-
ing noises, soft hisses, 
and squeaks. 

Their burrows include 
multiple deep chambers 
for nesting, food storage, 
and defecation, that are  
as much as five feet be-
low ground. A series of 
tunnels close to the sur-
face are used for feeding 
on plant roots, and have 
shorter side tunnels for 

weaned. Male burrows 
extend over a mean area 
of 5,100 square feet, and 
those of females 3,080 
square feet. The gophers 
aggressively defend a 
larger exclusive area, 
of up to 8,700 square 
feet for males and 4,200 
square feet for females, 
around the burrow en-
trance. 

Tunnel systems more 
than 450 feet in length 
are not rare. These rami-
fied travelways assist the  
occupants in avoiding 
avoid predators that try 
to search them out; they 
are equally important in 
permitting the gopher to 
forage over a consider-
able area without expo-
sure to undue danger. In 
winter, if snow covers 
the ground, the gophers 
often extend their bur-
rows into the snow and 
can then forage aboveg-
round in safety.

Although pocket go-
phers are active the year 
round, they store food to 
carry them over periods 
of scarcity, especially 
periods of drought when 
food is scarce and bur-
rowing a difficult task. 
Usually, only one adult 
animal occupies each 
burrow system except 
for a short time in the 
breeding period. As-
sociated with this soli-
tary habit is a ferocious 
and seemingly fearless 
disposition. When two 
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The world has lost the 
gentleman of fashion. 
Oscar De La Renta has 
left the fashion scene. 
Ironically he succumbed 
to the deadly disease 
cancer in the midst of 
cancer awareness month. 
Oscar was a true gentle-
man who devoted his life 
to the fashion world. He 
started his business by 
making clothes that were 
meant for everywoman. 
Oscar then became the 
talk of the town and his 
empire was born. This 

column is dedicated to 
Mr. De La Renta for his 
love of fashion and his 
devotion to the art. He 
dressed many first ladies 
and celebrities. But his 
true love for dressing the 
everyday woman was 
what mattered to him. 
Because of his passion 
to reach out to the typi-
cal lady, he  launched 
his clothing line called 
O Oscar. His pieces in-

spired women around the globe and they were full of dignified grace 
just as the De La  Renta persona. This gentleman built a name for 
himself and will always be remembered for the elegant and strong 
style he introduced to the fashion world. Oscar De La Renta was di-
agnosed with cancer in the 2000s and died of complications from 
the disease surrounded by his family, and dogs on October 20, 2014 
at the age of 82 in Kent, Connecticut. He is remembered for the gra-
cious lovely human being he was. Mr. De La Renta you leave behind 

a legacy of couture and 
America is proud to have 
had you.

"Yes, I had cancer. 
Right now I am totally 
clean. The only realities 
in life are that you are 
born, and that you die. 
We always think we are 
going to live forever. The 
dying aspect we will nev-
er accept. The only thing 
about having this kind 
of warning is how you 
appreciate every single 
day of life." ~Oscar de la 
Renta
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