
The San Bernardino County

Sentinel News of Note 
from Around the 
Largest County 

in the Lower 
48 States

Friday, October  17, 2014   A Fortunado Publication in conjunction with Countywide News Service  10808 Foothill Blvd. Suite 160-446 Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730   (909)  957-9998

See P 4

See P 9

SBPEA Sues,
Sics DA On

 Past General 
Manager Blough 

Arrest Of Barstow Store Owner
On Fencing Charge Questioned 

 Inadequate Presidential Response Shifts
 Burden To GOP-Led Congress, Cook Says

  Musser-Lopez Stakes State Senate Bid On Portraying Incumbent As Neglectful

Warren Credits Her Leadership With Complete Transformation Of Fontana
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Acquanetta Warren

Paul  Cook 
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Town Attorney Moves To Quash Yucca Valley Council Member Depostions 

Lona Laymon 

Ruth Musser-Lopez

Fourteen months af-
ter his curious departure 
as the general manager 
of the San Bernardino 
Public Employees As-
sociation, Bob Blough 
has been accused by the 
current union leadership 
of absconding with asso-
ciation funds and mak-
ing unauthorized expen-
ditures.

In addition to seeking 
a criminal investigation 
of Blough from the San 
Bernardino County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, 
the board of directors for 
the San Bernardino Pub-
lic Employees Associa-
tion voted to file a civil 
lawsuit against him.

The action by the 
board comes after the 
completion of a foren-
sic audit of the union’s 
financial books that was 
completed October 6. 
The results of the audit 
justify both civil and 
criminal action, associa-
tion officials said.

The San Bernardino 
Public Employees As-
sociation represents and 
handles collective bar-
gaining for over 11,000 
employees working for 
San Bernardino County 
and 3,000 others work-
ing for 16 of the coun-
ty’s cities – Barstow, 
Big Bear, Chino, Chino 
Hills, Colton Fontana, 
Hesperia, Loma Linda, 
Montclair, Needles, On-
tario, Rancho Cucamon-
ga, Redlands, Rialto, San 
Bernardino, and Upland, 
as well as three cities in 
east Los Angeles Coun-
ty, Claremont, Pomona 
and West Covina, and 
Banning in Riverside 
County.

“The employment of 
SBPEA General Manag-
er Bob Blough has come 
to an end,” a posting on 
the SBPEA website’s 
homepage in August 
2013 tersely said. There 
was no explana-

Acquanetta Warren 
touted her leadership 
skills in explaining why 

she believes she deserves 
a second term as mayor 
of Fontana.

In sizing up her ac-
complishments over the 
last four years during 
which she has reigned 
as mayor and the eight 
years prior to that when 
she was on the city coun-
cil, Warren said she had 
overseen “the complete 
transformation of the 
city of Fontana both eco-
nomically and socially. 

We made the environ-
ment safe.”

The major challenges 
and issues facing Fon-
tana, Warren said, con-
sist of “making sure 
we continue maintain-
ing and improving our 
neighborhoods and make 
it so our residents take 
better advantage of the 
transportation options 
available to them. I want 
people to know this is 
the logistics capital of 

the United States. We 
have to ensure that we 
maintain our infrastruc-
ture and utilities. That is 
what I have to work on 
over the next four years.”

Warren said, “We 
have three new inter-
changes coming in. One 
is being completed and 
the other two will be un-
derway in a very short 
time. When they are 
completed, they are go-
ing to create a huge op-

portunity for economic 
development.”

Her formula for the 
city meeting the chal-
lenges it faces is to, she 
said, “continue to devel-
op our city as the trans-
portation hub it already 
is. I want to bring bet-
ter jobs to Fontana. The 
way to do that is to ex-
pand and make our city 
a more desirable loca-
tion for companies. We 
need to make 

Congressman Paul 
Cook says that his suc-
cessful efforts at safe-
guarding the interests 
of his constituents merit 
him a second term in 
Congress.

A 26-year Marine 
Corps veteran who 
achieved the rank of col-
onel, Cook began his po-
litical career as a coun-
cilman and mayor with 
the town of Yucaa Valley 
and served in the Cali-
fornia Assembly before  

being elected to the  U.S. 
House of  Representa-
tives for California's 8th 
Congressional District in 
2012.

With regard to his 
major accomplishments 
in his less than two years 
in Washington, D.C., 
Cook said, “The big-
gest victory, bar none, 
was in retaining over 
100,000 acres of land 
for off-road vehicle use 
in Johnson Valley, at a 
time when the Marine 

Corps was poised to take 
everything. When I took 
office in 2012, everyone 
assumed the 

Yucca Valley Town 
Attorney Lona Laymon 
has made a motion with 
the Superior Court to 
quash subpoenas filed by 
the attorney for a town 
resident which call for 
the  depositions of the 
members of the town 
council.

A deposition is ques-
tioning of witnesses or 
participants in  legal ac-

tions such as a lawsuit or 
prosecution under oath, 

i.e., the penalty of per-
jury.

Fritz Koenig, who 
owns property on Hoot 
Owl Trail, has been 
engaged in a lawsuit 
against a nearby resi-
dent, David Falossi, 
since January 2009.  Key 
to the litigation between 
Koenig and Falossi is 
a road which traverses 
Koenig’s property and 

over which all but one of 
Koenig’s neighbors tran-
sit to reach their residen-
tial properties. The road 
is not subject to an ease-
ment, although Koenig 
lets his neighbors use it 
as “a neighborly accom-
modation.”

Falossi is an accom-
plished artist and sculp-
tor who works in many 
media, including large 

heavy objects intended 
as outdoor venue decora-
tions and art pieces. He 
works from his home 
studio.

Koenig has objected 
to what he characterizes 
as the industrial nature 
of Falossi’s fabricating 
operation that is cen-
tral to his sculpturing 
and artwork, which in-
volves welding, 

Ruth Musser Lopez 
said she is running for 
the California State Sen-
ate in the 16th District, 
which stretches from 
Tulare County in the 
northwest through Kern 
County and into San 
Bernardino County’s 
Mojave Desert in the 
southeast, because the 
current office holder, 
Jean Fuller, has neglect-
ed the district.

“We have major chal-
lenges facing our desert 
rural communities that 
are not being addressed 
by the present incum-
bent,” Musser Lopez 
said. “We are losing out 
on Jean Fuller’s watch.”

Musser-Lopez said, 
“One of our major chal-
lenges is the attempt to 
pump and pipe desert 
water to the coast and 
other types of desert wa-

ter heists, for example 
PG&E destroying the 
Hinkley water aquifer 
by contaminating it with 
Chromium 6.   Another 
challenge is the loss of 
our justice courthouses 
in SD16 in Tulare, Bar-
stow and Needles.  We 
lost the entire justice 
community—judges, 
lawyers, clerks and other 
support staff and now 
people have lost their ac-

cess to justice, and have 
to spend time and money 

traveling 8 hours to get 
to and from court.  As 
of the last big downpour, 
our bridges on Route 66 
are washed out in at least 
three places, now render-
ing the route unusable.”

Musser continued, 
“Someone in the Senate 
position could do some-
thing about it, but Fuller 
seems disinterested in 
our troubles in the desert.  
In the desert 

The arrest of the 
proprietor of Barstow’s  
Downtown Market last 
week has triggered 
questions over the pro-
priety of the action tak-
en against him. 

On October 8, detec-
tives with the Barstow 
Police Department, 
accompanied by uni-
formed officers, served a 
search warrant at Down-
town Market, located at 
219 E. Main Street. That 
search warrant was ap-

parently based upon a tip 
that the owner of the es-
tablishment, Omar Snou-
bar, had purchased some 
electronic items taken in 
a residential burglary in 
the 1400 block of Sage 
Drive on August 20 as 
well as well as two lap-
tops that were shoplifted 
by  Andrew Paul Staggs 
and Carol Lin Crunk 
from Walmart on August 
28.

During the October 8 
search, police 
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tion offered at that time 
for his abrupt exodus. 
He was replaced on what 
was supposed to be an 
interim basis by Deidre 
Rodriguez. More than a 
year later, Rodriguez re-
mains in that position. 

Blough, who replaced 
the late Chris Prato as 
the association’s gen-
eral manager in 2007, 
appeared dedicated, if 

finances. A  key com-
ponent of that investiga-
tion was a special audit. 
SBPEA tasked an inde-
pendent auditor with re-
viewing financial irregu-
larities that had come 
to light at the end of the 
tenure of former SBPEA 
General Manager Bob 
Blough."

According to Dunn, 
"Mr. Blough had been 
terminated for, among 
other things, refusing to 
allow SBPEA’s auditing 
firm to conduct the an-
nual audit of the Asso-
ciation’s finances."

That was the first ex-
planation given as to 
why Blough had left the 
organization in 2013.

"The special audit 
ordered by the SBPEA 
Board of Directors re-
vealed that association 
money was unaccounted 
for and that there had 
been several unauthor-
ized expenditures," 
Dunn said. "Upon re-
ceiving this special au-
dit, the SBPEA Board of 
Directors unanimously 
voted to take the audit 
to the district attorney. I 
personally delivered the 
information to District 
Attorney Mike Ramos 
on October 10, 2014 on 
behalf of SBPEA’s di-
rectors and membership. 
SBPEA has requested 
that the District Attor-
ney thoroughly investi-
gate this matter and that 
all criminal acts be pros-
ecuted to the full extent 
of the law. SBPEA is also 
bringing a civil action 
against Mr. Blough to re-
cover the funds."

The moves by the as-
sociation against Blough 
at this late date, coming 
so long after his remov-
al as general manager, 
was questioned in some 
quarters. Immediately 
after his departure in 
2013, there were reports 
Blough was being in-
vestigated by the district 
attorney’s office for po-
tential financial impro-
prieties. No prosecution 
ensued, an indication the 
case against him is less 
than solid. Moreover, the 
lawsuit and the report of 
the request to the district 
attorney’s office for an 
investigation comes a 
month-and-a-half after 
Paula Ready, who was 
the president of SBPEA 
before, during and for 
one year after his de-
parture, was replaced by 
Dunn, a sign of a possi-
ble power struggle at the 
association’s leadership 
level.  

somewhat theatrical in 
his approach. In 2008 
Blough wore a chicken 
suit to a board of super-
visors meeting in 2008 
to protest the board’s 
offer of a $100 million 
increase in increased 
salaries and benefits to 
county employees as too 
meager, or in his words, 
a  “fowl offer.”

In 2012 he was highly 
critical of county chief 
administrative officer 
Greg Devereaux’s con-
tract proposals that con-
tained retirement and 

health benefit reductions, 
after those givebacks had 
been accepted by some 
of the other bargaining 
units in the county that 
represent public safety 
employees and manage-
ment personnel. 

In the summer of 
2013, the SBPEA found 
itself under challenge, 
fending off several ef-
forts to decertify SBPEA 
as the representative of 
some employee divi-
sions, including one by 
the International Broth-
erhood of Electrical 

Workers and another by 
the American Federa-
tion of State, County and 
Municipal Employees. 
FSCME.

"The SBPEA Board of 
Directors has requested 
that District Attorney 
Mike Ramos investigate 
funds that are missing 
from the San Bernardino 
Public Employees As-
sociation," according 
to SPEA President Ron 
Dunn. "This request was 
made after SBPEA com-
pleted an internal inves-
tigation of association 

In the aftermath of 
his guilty plea to a single 
count of felony conflict 
of interest, former Up-
land city manager Robb 
Quincey has been given 
a 180-day weekend jail 
sentence that will likely 
entail him serving little 
or no actual jail time.

On September 9 
Quincey entered a no 
contest plea to one count 
of conflict of interest, 
bringing to a close the 
case lodged against him 
by the San Bernardino 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office in 2012.

Dismissed as a con-

sequence of the plea ar-
rangement worked out 
between Quincey’s at-
torney, Michael Zwie-
back, and prosecutors 
were two additional 
charges, perjury and em-
bezzlement/falsification 
by a public officer.

The case against 
Quincey, who was hand-
picked in 2005 by now-
disgraced former Upland 
Mayor John Pomierski 
to serve as city manager, 
in some measure grew 
out of the circumstances 
leading to Pomierski’s 
2011 indictment. Pom-
ierski had been engaged 

in using his authority as 
an elected city official to 
shake down individuals 
with pending business 
at City Hall, including 
developers who had ap-
plied for project approval 

thorough the city’s land 
use process. Pomierski 
arranged for Quincey 
to receive a base salary 
and add-ons of $368,529 
with benefits of $92,096, 
for a total annual com-
pensation of $460,625, 
making him among the 
highest paid city manag-
ers in the state. Quincey 
was also empowered 
with the authority to 
fire the city’s depart-
ment heads entirely at 
his own discretion. The 
ebb and flow of project 
approval in the City of 

Robb Quincey
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
The Victorville Air Station

Quincey Gets 180 
Days  from page 2 

1943 Postcard from Victorville Army Airfield 

Oblique aerial photo of Victorville Army Air 
Field, looking southeast - August 1943.

What was to become 
George Air Force Base 
was originally known 
as the Victorville Air 
Station. With war rag-
ing in Europe and Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt 
spurring the nation in a 
crash  aeronautic mili-
tary capability devel-
opment program, civic 
leaders in Victorville in 
April 1940 approached 
the United States Army 
in an effort to interest it 
in locating an airfield, 
which was initially sold 
as a training facility, in 
the High Mojave Des-
ert. Citing the custom-
ary 360 days per year 
of sunshine and unen-
cumbered open space, 
together with the avail-
ability of services from 
the nearby towns of both 
Victorville and Adel-
anto, they were able to 
convince the Depart-
ment of War to approve 
tentative plans for such 
a facility.  In 1941, with 
war clouds growing 
ever more ominous, the 
United States Army Air 
Corps accelerated the 
plans and after an effort 
to secure the property in 
question was made, in-
cluding buying parcels 
from willing sellers and 

using the threat of emi-
nent domain against un-
willing ones, an agree-

ment was entered into 
and construction of the 
2,200-acre base com-
menced with a ground-
breaking ceremony on 
12 July 1941. Special 
equipment to compact 
the earth for the runways 
and to lay down the tar-
mac was brought to the 
site. Construction on the 
air station’s four runways 
had begun in earnest by 
August 1941. Seven han-
gars were part of the fa-
cilities initial construc-
tion. In addition, four 
other auxiliary or sub-
bases were constructed, 
which entailed Hawes 
Auxiliary Airfield (No 
1); Helendale Auxiliary 

Airfield (No 2); Mi-
rage Auxiliary Airfield 
(No 3); and Grey Butte 

Auxiliary Airfield (No 
4). The first, third and 
fourth auxiliary airfields 
have been abandoned. 
The Helendale facility 
is today the home to a 
test facility operated by 
Lockheed Skunk Works.

In addition to the 
airfield, the building 
of a large support base 
was carried out with 
barracks, various ad-
ministrative buildings, 
maintenance shops and 
hangars. 

The station facility 
consisted of a large num-
ber of buildings based 
on standardized plans 
and architectural draw-
ings, with the build-
ings designed to be the 
"cheapest, temporary 
character with struc-
tural stability only suf-
ficient to meet the needs 
of the service which the 
structure is intended to 
fulfill during the period 
of its contemplated war 
use." To conserve critical 
materials, most facili-
ties were constructed of 
wood, concrete, brick, 
gypsum board and con-
crete asbestos. Metal 
was sparsely used. The 
station was designed to 
be nearly self-sufficient, 
with not only hangars, 
but barracks, ware-
houses, hospitals, den-
tal clinics, dining halls, 
and maintenance shops. 
There were libraries, so-
cial clubs for officers and 
enlisted men, and stores 
to buy living necessi-
ties. Over 250 buildings, 
together with complete 
water, sewer, electric 
and gas utilities, the air-
field served over 4,000 
military personnel. 

Training began in 

February 1942 on Cur-
tiss AT-9's, T-6 Texan's, 
and AT-17's for pilots, 
and AT-11's and BT-13 
Valiant's for bombar-
diers. The Army oper-
ated an advanced twin-
engine pilot training 
school at the field, its 
graduated generally fly-
ing C-47 Skytrain trans-
ports, B-25 Michell or 
B-26 Marauder medium 
bombers. The school 
also trained replace-
ment crew members in 
the B-25 and B-26. The 
first class of flying ca-

dets graduated on April 
24, 1942. 

In addition to the pilot 
training, a US Army Air 
Force Bombardier train-
ing school was operated. 
The 516th, 517th and 
518th Twin-Engine Fly-
ing Training Squadrons 
being the flying squad-
rons. Bombardier train-
ing was conducted by 
the 519th, 520th, 521st 
and 522d Bombardier 
Training Squadrons. In 
April 1942, these train-
ing squadrons were or-
ganized under the 36th 

Flying Training Wing, 
which became the main 
flying operations com-
mand and control orga-
nization. The first bom-
bardier classes had to 
practice their target runs 
at nearby Muroc Army 
Air Field (later renamed 
Edwards Air Force 
Base). The pilots used 
Highway 395 as a land-
mark and guide north to 
the bombing range. 

Waco CG-4 Glider 
pilots were also trained 
at Victorville Field, with 
special emphasis on 

spot-landing and night 
flying. The gliders were 
an essential part of the 6 
June1944, D-Day inva-
sion as hundreds of glid-
ers carried troops and 
equipment to strategic 
landing sites in Norman-
dy, France. To ease the 
overcrowded runways 
at Victorville, glider 
students practiced take-
offs and landings at the 
El Mirage Lakebed and 
El Mirage Field. There 
were seven oiled run-
ways on the dusty dry 
lake and they worked 

well until the lake bed 
flooded in January 1943. 

In March 1944 a 
school for P-39 Aircobra 
single-engine pursuit pi-
lots was established and 
the following month the 
3035th Army Air Forces 
Base Unit took over the 
administrative organiza-
tion of the flight school 
at the Victorville Air 
Station.  Bombadiers 
also began training on 
B-24 Liberator that year 
and in September, a ra-
dar training school for 
Bombardiers was estab-

lished. 
In May 1945, with the 

surrender of Germany, 
the training at Victor-
ville Field began to slow 
down, and on 15 August, 
all training at the base 
ceased. After the Japa-
nese capitulation, the 
post commander was no-
tified about 15 Septem-
ber that Victorville was 
to be placed in a standby 
status. On October 12, 
1945, all flying at the air-
field ended and the base 
was placed on standby 
status.

Gracious living that was 
favorable to project pro-
ponents who had hired 
Pomierski as a project 
consultant and less than 
favorable to those who 
were not paying Pomier-
ski directly or supportive 
of his political efforts 
raised suspicions about 
Quincey’s involvement 
in Pomierski’s depreda-
tions. 

Ultimately, Quincey 
was undone when in 

June 2010 FBI agents 
serving search warrants 
relating to the graft that 
Pomierski was involved 
in panicked Quincey, 
who unburdened himself 
to city attorney Bill Cur-
ley of a secret relating to 
a July 27, 2008 domestic 
violence incident involv-
ing himself and his for-
mer fiancé, Jennifer Stel-
zer. That incident was 
punctuated by  Quinc-
ey’s alleged vandalism 
to Stelzer’s car and a 
series of profanity-laced 

text messages to her.  A 
police report on that in-
cident was written by 
Upland police detective 
Craig Sipple under the 
supervision of then-ser-
geant John Moore. That 
eight-page police report 
recommending that the 
matter be reviewed by 
the district attorney’s of-
fice for possible prosecu-
tion was intercepted by 
then-police chief Steve 
Adams .
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Move To Quash 
Depositions   from 
front  page

Warren 
from front page

sure our transportation 
advantages attract com-
panies. We should be the 
power broker in mov-
ing goods in the region. 
We have to protect our 
way of life by keeping 
our neighborhoods safe. 
We have to work with 
all of the community’s 

agencies, including the 
local water companies 
to move forward with 
our idea of what the city 
should look like in the 
future. We need to con-
tinue our current part-
nerships and start new 
partnerships. One of the 
most important things is 
to have a balanced bud-
get. The most important 
thing in my mind besides 

public safety is having a 
balanced budget.”  

Warren said she mer-
its reelection because “I 
have vision. I have drive. 
I have a proven leader-
ship record. I have been 
a major driving force be-
hind Fontana’s revitaliza-
tion and its future. I have 
the leadership needed to 
fulfill the potential Fon-
tana has. I have proved 

with the city’s Healthy 
Fontana Program, which 
is the umbrella for all 
of our promotion pro-
grams, that Fontana is 
second to none in terms 
of parks. Fontana is sec-
ond to none in terms of 
facilities. Fontana is sec-
ond to none in terms of 
police service. It is sec-
ond to none in terms of 
economic development. 

Fontana is going to take 
its place as a leading 
city. With all the awards 
it has received, and there 
will be more, Fontana is 
an example of what the 
rest of the world will see 
when they look forward 
to California’s future."

Warren grew up in 
South Central Los Ange-
les and attended Locke 
High School. She gradu-

ated from Occidental 
College with a degree 
in political science and 
urban studies. Before 
she advanced to the city 
council, she was a mem-
ber of the Village of Her-
itage Citizens Landscap-
ing Committee and was 
later a member of the 
city of Fontana General 
Plan Advisory Commit-
tee.

stone grinding and glass 
grinding. Koenig main-
tains that such activity is 
incompatible with a rural 
residential neighborhood 
and out of compliance 
with the town’s codes 
that were in effect since 
shortly after the town’s 
incorporation. 

Moreover, Koenig has 
objected to Falossi utiliz-
ing the dirt road across 
his property to bring 
forklifts and a large truck 
to transport both the raw 
material Falossi uses in 
his fabrication process 
as well as the finished 
artwork, which in some 
cases weighs several 
thousand pounds, to and 
from his home studio. 

Falossi, who lives at  
his home studio with his 
wife and four children,  
has accused Koenig of 
harassing him and mem-
bers of his family.

The contretemps be-
tween Koenig and Fa-
lossi spread from across 
their adjoining property 
line into the courts, en-
tailing the granting of 
restraining orders. The 
matter spilled over into 
Yucca Valley Town Hall 
when Falosi applied for a 
home occupation permit, 
which Koenig then op-
posed.   Koenig brought 
the matter before the 
town council when he 
appealed a planning 
commission decision in 
favor of Falossi in which 
he  sought to have the 
town enforce elements 
of the town code per-
taining to permissible 
activities in a residential 
zone. Koenign maintains 
the town code has been 
violated because at least 
some of the fabricating 
activity Falossi engages 
in at his studio is exclud-
ed from all residential 
zones. Koenig’s objec-

tion resulted in the town 
reexamining its land use 
policy, with the planning 
commission consider-
ing changes to the de-
velopment code to allow 
greater latitude with re-
gard to the type and na-
ture of home-based busi-
nesses that can locate 
in the town’s residential 
zones. This begat some 
degree of controversy as 
some residents objected 
to what they perceived as 
the potential of commer-
cializing or industrializ-
ing their neighborhoods. 

Simultaneously, the 
town council began 
looking into the circum-
stance on Hoot Owl Trail, 
including at one point, 
driving out the road 
that led across Koenig’s 
property to Falossi’s stu-
dio, looking at his equip-
ment and vehicles used 
to transport his supplies 
and finished artwork and 
touring the studio itself. 
Falossi has never permit-
ted Koenig to come into 
his studio. Nor has the 
court granted Koenig ac-
cess to it to fully exam-
ine the scope of its op-
erations.  In pursuing the 
ongoing litigation, Koe-
nig has been seeking to 
establish that the activity 
there is of such an inten-
sity and nature that it is 
in violation of the town 
code. In discussing their 
tour of the Falossi prop-
erty in an open public 
forum, members of the 
town council indicated 
that manufacturing of 
an industrial nature was 
occurring there, as when 
town council member 
Bob Leone referenced 
glass grinding taking 
place on the premises. 

Consequently, Koenig 
has moved to take the de-
positions of all five coun-
cil members, hoping to 
learn from them whether 
they observed any activ-
ity on the property which 
would buttress his case.

 After notice of the 
depositions was made, 
however, Lona Laymon, 
the Yucca Valley Town 
Attorney, gave indica-
tion she was moving to 
block Koenig and his at-
torney, John B. Barriage, 
from moving forward 
with that questioning un-
der oath. 

While the law does 
provide a governmental 
board’s members with 
confidential privilege 
relating to its decision 
making and  deliberative 
processes, that privi-
lege is not absolute and 
Koenig may have legal 
grounds for learning 
from the town coun-
cil and its individual 
members what facts or 
circumstances they en-
countered in their fact 
finding process. 

Barriage told the Sen-
tinel he does not think 

Laymon will have ad-
equate grounds to bar 
him from questioning 
the council members. 

“They are percipient 
witnesses of conditions 
on the property,” Bar-
riage said of the council. 
“I am not going to ask 
about what was on their 
minds. I merely what to 
find out from them what 
they saw while they were 
inspecting the studio on 
the Falossi property. I 
am not going after their 
decision making pro-
cess.”

Laymon filed five sep-
arate similarly worded 
objection’s to Koenig’s 
deposition requests on 
behalf of each of the 
council members.

According to Lay-
mon, “Town and town 
concilmember object to 
the subpoena, including 
all definitions and in-

structions, to the extent 
that it seeks the disclo-
sure of information pro-
tected from discovery by 
the attorney-client privi-
lege... the attorney work-
product doctrine... the 
tax filing privilege, the 
trade secret or propri-
etary information privi-
lege, the deliberative 
process privilege, the of-
ficial information privi-
lege... the trade secret 
privilege, the town coun-
cilmember’s rights of 
privacy and/or any other 
applicable privilege or 
immunity. Town and 
town councilmember 
object to the subpoena 
as unduly burdensome 
to the extent it seeks to 
impose on town coun-
cilmember the obligation 
to ascertain facts that are 
not known to him/her. 
Town councilmember 
has little or no personal 

knowledge of the ongo-
ing personal disputes be-
tween Friederich Koenig 
and his neighbors and/or 
other matters alleged in 
the lawsuit(s) underly-
ing the subpoena.  Town 
council official actions 
upon the “home occu-
pation permit”as de-
manded in the subpoena 
bear no relevance to the 
above-captioned case(s) 
and there is no basis to 
believe that the town 
councilmember can add 
any evidence that is rel-
evant and material to the 
personal disputes be-
tween Friederich Koenig 
and his neighbors.”

It is anticipated that 
Barriage will oppose 
Laymon’s motion, which 
ultimately will be decid-
ed upon by Judge David 
Cohn.  
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Emphasizing that he 
was “born and raised 
in Redlands” and that 
“I have a very success-
ful business here,” Paul 
Barich said he is now 
running for city council 
because he sees it “as the 
ultimate in volunteering. 
I am trying to give back 
to the community that 
has been so good to me.”

In sizing up what he 
sees as the major issues 
and challennges facing 
Redlands, Barich said, “I 
feel the major challeges 
are keeping the city fis-
cally responsible and 
encouraging businesses 
to locate here so we can 
expand our tax base and 

maintain our quality of 
life.”

Barich said the for-
mula he would apply 
to meet the challenges 
consists of “making sure 
our fees are fair so busi-
nesses will love to come 
here. We have to make 
sure the city maintains 
its character as a green 
and beautiful city. We 
have to go out and re-
cruit businesses and let 
business owners know 
this is a great place to do 
business and that if they 
come here they will be 
successful. I think we 
need to maintain our em-
erald necklace program, 
the greenbelt we are try-

ing to complete around 
Redlands, which shows 
how unique we are. I 
think we also need to 
look into trying to jump-
start our emerging tour-
ism industry.”

The Emerald Neck-
lace is Redlands’ effort 
to provide urban open 
space, a collection of 
parks, orchards, agri-
cultural lands, canyons, 
river beds, ranches, 
trails and otherwise un-
developed real estate to 
serve as a buffer for any 
further development in 
Redlands that does take 
place. 

Barich said he has 
already demonstrated 

his commitment to Red-
lands, which he hopes 
the city’s voters will con-
sider when they go to the 
polls. He said his busi-
ness savvy also recom-
mends him for a position 
on the council. “As a life-
long Redlands resident, I 
think I know what our 
community is and how 
everyone wants our city 
to be,” he said. “I started 
and built up a success-
ful business here and I 
intend to use my busi-
ness knowledge to make 
sure the city is operated 
properly, as opposed to 
how some cities are run. 
I have been involved in 
the community in so 

many different ways 
over the last 30 years. I 
feel most of the residents 
here know me and trust 
me. I was on the Red-
lands Municipal Person-
nel Advisory Board. I 
am on the community 
music association board. 
I am the gentleman in 

the white coat who intro-
duces the musicians and 
the programs during the 
summer performances. 
I have been a longtime 
member of the Redlands 
Optimist Club. I’m pret-
ty well recognized. This 
community has been so 
good to me I feel that I 
should give something 
back.”

A graduate of Red-
lands High, he went on 
to UCLA where he ma-
jored in history. He is the 
owner of Barich & Asso-
ciates, an insurance mar-
keting company. He is 
married with two daugh-
ters and two grandchil-
dren.

Susan Simmons said 
she is running for the 
Yucca Valley Town 
Council “because I want 
to make a difference. 
I feel the current town 
council has not been lis-
tening to everybody. I 
know many people are 
not too happy with their 
decisions. I want to con-
tribute to the community 
and listen to everybody. 

I am an objective per-
son. I have that ability. 
I am independent politi-
cally and I will be able to 
represent everybody, not 
just Democrats and not 
just Republicans. I want 
to see that everybody has 
a voice.”

In sizing up the major 
challenges ahead for the 
city, Simmons said, “We 
have a wastewater proj-

ect that must be complet-
ed. That is a huge issue 

right now for this com-
munity.”

Ten years after its No-
vember 1991 incorpora-
tion, Yucca Valley was 
notified by the California 
Regional Water Quality 
Control Board that the 
lack of a sewage treat-
ment system had result-
ed in nitrates accumu-
lating in the water table. 
Simultaneously, the Hi-

Desert Water District, 
which serves the Yucca 
Valley community, ex-
perienced nitrate traces 
in district wells. In 2007, 
the California Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board declared Yucca 
Valley as a top priority 
for eliminating the use of 
septic systems.  In 2011, 
the town was firmly in-
formed that it had only 

five years to take a de-
finitive step toward wa-
ter quality compliance, 
and the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board 
imposed three progres-
sive phases of septic dis-
charge prohibitions on 
Yucca Valley. Under the 
state mandate, phase 1 

Josie Garcia said she 
is running for a position 
on the Montclair City 

Council “because we 
need to work to create 
more revenue for the city. 
We have to find a way to 
work together with busi-
ness owners, city resi-
dents and community 
leaders to increase the 
value of our property, 
get better schools and 
raise the bar in the com-
munity.” 

A commercial real 
estate broker and the 

owner of Valgar Realty, 
Garcia said, “I believe 
in community involve-
ment. I am a bilingual 
Latina. With my busi-
ness knowledge I believe 
I can represent the peo-
ple and help the city.”

The major challenge 
facing Montclair, Garcia 
said, is “We’ve lost a lot 
of money. When we lost 
the redevelopment agen-
cy it hurt us. We need 

to really build a stron-
ger business sector. We 
need more involvement 
from everyone. The city 
is short-staffed in a lot 
of its departments. To 
fill those jobs we need to 
create more revenue. We 
need to work with the 
building owners in town 
to fill the vacancies we 
have and attract the at-
tention of businesses. 

“My vision for the city 
is we need to work to-
gether to build the econo-
my and the community,” 
Garcia continued. “I be-
lieve if we focus on core 
values such as education, 
business development, 
public safety and com-
munity improvement, 
we can build a stronger 
Montclair. If we insist on 
these things, we are sure 

to be paid dividends in 
the long run with things 
that will sustain our lo-
cal community.”

Garcia said she is 
qualified to serve on the 
city council because “I 
am a self-made wom-
an who worked from 
the bottom up to break 

Barich Has Hometown Advantage In Redlands Council Race, He Says

Common Sense & Integrity Lacking On YV Council, Candidate Simmons Says

Continued on Page 6

Consequently, the 
eight-page report Sipple 
originally authored was 
reduced to six pages and 
Sipple and Moore’s rec-
ommendation that the 
matter be referred to the 
district attorney’s office 
was changed to state 
that the case was given 
“Exceptional Clear-
ance. Stelzer does not 
desire prosecution.” The 
redrafted six-page ver-
sion of the report was 

buried in an inactive po-
lice department file that 
prevented it from being 
open to public scrutiny.

 When Moore later ap-
plied for one of two open 
lieutenant posts with 
the department and was 
passed over, he retained 
the services of attorney 
Dieter Dammeier of the 
law firm Lackie Dam-
meier McGill & Ethir 
to represent him. Dam-
meier worked out a so-
lution to the problem by 
which Quincey and Ad-
ams upped the number 
of captain positions with 

the department from two 
to three, promoted a lieu-
tenant into that new spot, 
thereby creating anoth-
er lieutenant vacancy, 
into which Moore was 
promoted. Dammeier 
presented the city with 
a $57,816 bill for his ef-
forts on behalf of Moore. 
To keep the matter quiet 
and from coming to 
the attention of the city 
council and the public, 
Quincey used his maxi-
mum $25,000 annual 
discretionary spending 
authority as city manager 
to pay Dammeier’s firm 

in two $25,000 install-
ments, one in the midst 
of the 2009-10 fiscal year 
on January 25, 2010, and 
another shortly after the 
initiation of the 2010-11 
fiscal year on August 23, 
2010.

According to for-
mer city attorney Cur-
ley, Quincey persuaded 
then-assistant finance 
director Ruby Carrillo, 
with whom Quincey 
was intimately involved, 
to miscode one of those 
checks to make it appear 
that the payment had 
been made for another 

police department-relat-
ed matter the city was 
negotiating with the po-
lice union, specifically 
payment to officers for 
the time they spent just 
before their daily assign-
ments donning their uni-
forms and the time after 
their shifts ended doffing 
their uniforms.

After Quincey’s pan-
icked confession to 
him about what had oc-
curred, Curley informed 
the FBI of what Quincey 
had told him. For nearly 
five months Quincey 
remained in place as 

city manager, but  after 
details relating to the 
train of events involving 
Quincey, Stelzer, Moore 
and Dammeier became 
public, the Upland City 
Council in January 2011 
suspended Quincey 
and  placed him on paid 
administrative leave. 
Four months later, two 
months after Pomierski’s 
indictment, Quincey was 
terminated.

Quincey sued for 
wrongful termination 
and in the course of the 

Josie Garcia

Paul  Barich



Friday, October 17, 2014 Page 6San Bernardino County Sentinel

Quincey Sen-
teneced from  page 5

Garcia  from page 5

                                  Advertise in the Sentinel

Reach 34,000 Readers Throughout San Bernardino County Weekly.
              Our Reasonable Rates Make Advertising Affordable.

Quarter Page      Three Columns   by     Half Page    $300
Half Page             Three Columns   by     Full Page    $400
Half Page             Six Columns       by     Half Page    $400
Full Page              Six Columns    by    Entire Page     $500

All rates weekly  Black and White in our print edition  Color in our 
on-line version 

through the glass ceil-
ing and the barriers. I 
struggled to get to where 

I am. I was born to im-
migrant parents and was 
raised by a single moth-
er. I was the first member 
of my family to graduate 
from college. I know the 

struggle the people in 
Montclair face. I am a 
commercial real estate 
broker who has man-
aged properties for four-
teen years successfully. 

I know how to maintain 
good relations with my 
clients and build trust. 
I have strong interper-
sonal skills and have su-
pervisorial experience. 

I have a result-oriented 
mindset and the ability 
to work independently 
or in a team setting. Be-
ing bilingual in English 
and Spanish will help 

me lead successfully in 
Montclair. I believe my 
business experience will 
prove to be a suitable fit 
for the people of Mont-
clair. I am a hardworking 
woman. I earned my col-
lege degree while work-
ing fulltime and raising 
a family. I have been on 
both sides of the fence as 
a resident and business 
owner.”

Garcia grew up in Los 
Angeles, and graduated 
from Woodrow Wilson 
High School. She ob-
tained a degree in busi-
ness administration from 
Cal Poly Pomona. She 
has been active in the 
Promise Scholars Educa-
tion Initiative which en-
sures acceptance at  Cal 
State San Bernardino, 
Cal State Bakersfield or 
Cal Poly for any students 
from the Ontario Mont-
clair School District 
who graduate from high 
school. She is on the ex-
ecutive committee of the 
Democratic Club of Cla-
remont. She is married 
with two children. 

of a wastewater system 
must be completed or 
significantly on its way 
to completion by May 
19, 2016 or enforcement 
action will be initiated. 
The first phase of the 
project is to cover the 
downtown area of Yuc-
ca Valley, the area most 
proximate to the heart of 
the groundwater basin.  
Similarly, phase 2 must 
be completed or nearly 
completed by May 19, 
2019 and phase 3 must 
be completed by May 19, 
2022. The last two phas-
es lie further out where 
future concentrated de-
velopment is most likely 
to occur.

According to Sim-
mons, “Another chal-

lenge According to 
Simmons, “ Another 
challenge is  the Yucca 
Valley Town Coun-
cil has banned medical 
marijuana dispensaries. 
That is forcing people to 
grow their own. People 
with cancer cannot do 
that. Or they have to go 
to Palm Springs, where 
it costs them $100 for 
something that should 
cost them $60. For some-
one with a disease like 
cancer that is not prac-
tical. I think we should 
allow one to two dis-
pensaries and regulate 
them and allow the tax 
benefits for the town to 
accrue to our accounts. 
We should provide ac-
cess to this when we are 
dealing with people who 
need it medically only. 
I don’t support 18-year-

olds getting medical 
marijuana. But it should 
be available in a medical 
situation. My husband 
has cerebral palsy and it 
could help him. We need 
regulations so that young 
people cannot get a hold 
of it.”

Simmons contin-
ued, “One issue that has 
been bothering me is the 
town is allowing Cor-
porate America to build 
all over along the main 
highway corridor, but it 
is not setting aside any 
lands for hiking. Cur-
rently the town’s idea 
of open space is a grass 
park. I would like to see 
more public wilderness 
areas. These would ben-
efit our teenagers. I think 
it would be good for us 
to have local trails right 
here and people in town 

would have access to 
them. They would be lo-
cal and people would not 
have to get a ride to get 
to them.”

Simmons continued, 
“Another thing is that 
our town needs to fill 
up the empty buildings 
on the west end of town. 
I believe this can be 
achieved by the creation 
of a downtown partner-
ship with the chamber of 
commerce. [Governor] 
Jerry Brown has started 
a new business incentive 
program.”

Simmons said she is 
qualified to serve on the 
town council because 
“not only do I possess 
common sense and in-
tegrity, but I have a busi-
ness and accounting 
background. As a small 
business owner, I believe 

I can represent other 
business owners. The 
town needs new blood 
right now. You have had 
the same people running 
the town for way too 
long. The town needs 
change. We need change 
around here. The town 
needs fresh faces. 

“I would like to think 
I am an honest person,” 
she said. “I don’t con-
sider myself to be a poli-
tician. I’m not making 
promises. I am going to 
stick to the issues. I will 
make my decisions on 
the issues one by one. 
This is a nonpartisan 
election and I will look at 
things the way they are, 
objectively. I will make 
fair decisions. In my per-
sonal life, I sometimes 
research things to death 
before I do something. I 

drive my husband crazy 
that way. I already attend 
the council meetings. I 
read the packets to all the 
meetings. I like being 
informed. People mak-
ing decisions need to be 
informed before making 
those decisions.”

Simmons was born in 
Lakewood and attend-
ed and graduated from 
Twentynine Palms High 
School after her father 
relocated the family to 
the High Desert when he 
was made postmaster in 
Twentynine Palms. She 
attended Copper Moun-
tain College, where she 
studied accounting. She 
is the owner of Soap Suds 
Cleaning Service, which 
she founded in 2002. She 
has lived in Yucca Val-
ley for 25 years. She is 
married with one child.

Simmons from  
page 5

hearings related to that 
suit, Quincey made what 
the district attorney’s of-
fice latter said were false 
statements, amounting 
to perjury.

While the perjury 
charge and that of em-
bezzlement were dis-
missed, a felony conflict 

of interest by a public 
officer conviction was 
entered into the court re-
cord against him on Sep-
tember 9 as a result of a 
plea bargain.   

On October 10, Judge 
Shahla Sabet sentenced 
him to serve 180-days in 
weekend custody at the 
Glen Helen Rehabilita-
tion Center in Devore, 
stipulated three years 
probation and further 

memorialized a term of 
the plea bargain, to wit, 
that Quincey will make 
restitution of $50,000 
to the city of Upland.  
He has already put up 
$25,000 of that sum and 
will provide the rest by 
June 30, 2015.

Sabet further restrict-
ed Quincey from accept-
ing or maintaining any 
employment position in 
which he would have ac-

cess to city funds with-
out prior notice to that 
employer of the nature 
of the offense he was 
convicted of and he is 
required to submit writ-
ten proof to the proba-
tion officer signed by the 
employer within 10 days 
of employment. Quincey 
is prohibited from asso-
ciating with Pomierski 
or any other felons  and 
he is not allowed to have 

a firearm or leave the 
country. He is not al-
lowed to leave Califor-
nia  without first obtain-
ing written permission 
of the probation officer, 
although Sabet granted 
him permission to travel 
to Minnesota.on the pro-
viso that when departing 
and upon returning he is 
to advise the probation 
department. 

Because of over-

crowding at the sheriff’s 
detention facilities, in-
cluding Glen Helen, as 
well as the non-violent 
nature of his offense, 
Quincey is very likely 
to be excused from actu-
ally being incarcerated 
at Glen Helen and will 
instead be consigned to 
home detention with an 
ankle monitor.
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Marines would take it 
all. I fought back, built 
a coalition, and made 
my case in Congress. It 
worked.

“I’ve also had suc-
cess in veterans legisla-
tion, passing legislation 
prioritizing claims for 
terminally ill veterans 
and those over the age 
of 70,” he continued. “I 
took a leading role inves-
tigating the widespread 
abuses at the Veterans 
Administration, pass-
ing vital legislation to 
reform it. I was able to 
pass legislation out of 
the House for a crucial 
land exchange for Mam-
moth Mountain in Mono 
County. I'm still hopeful 
that it will move through 
the Senate during the 
lame duck session late 
this year, but I know that 
with a Republican Sen-
ate in 2015, we’ll get this 
deal through, and it will 
help create a lot of jobs 
in a place that sorely 
needs it.

“Finally,” he said, 
“I've held the line on 

government spending. 
In fact, during my time 
in Congress I've helped 
reduce the deficit by over 
$23 billion. This is above 
and beyond the tens of 
billions in deficit reduc-
tion due to the sequester. 
That’s not nearly enough, 
but it’s a good start.”

Cook, a Republican, 
is opposed in this year’s 
race by Bob Conaway, a 
Democrat, who has as-
sailed him on any num-
ber of issues, including 
charging that Cook is 
more loyal to Corporate 
America than the coun-
try’s citizens, that he 
failed to support more 
substantial funding to 
make a national response 
to the Ebola crisis, that  
he had voted to in effect 
gut the Clean Water Act, 
that he promoted with 
his votes what Conway 
characterized as “sub-
standard” health care 
plans, and that he has 
voted in support of legis-
lation that Conaway said 
would “steal” money 
from pension funds.

“My opponent tends 
to engage in personal at-

tacks, and I think that’s 
a huge disservice to 
America,” Cook said of 
Conaway’s biting criti-
cisms. “Many of the 
claims are silly and not 
worth repeating. I work 
hard on issues brought 
before me, regardless of 
the source, and I stand 
by my votes and actions. 
I’m a proud American 
and proud combat vet-
eran of the Vietnam era. 
I don’t apologize for ei-
ther.”

Cook said he em-
braced his Republican-
ism, despite attacks on 
the party’s stances and 
policies and suggestions 
by Conaway that Cook is 
out of step with the pri-
orities and values of the 
country at large, as he 
said the GOP is gener-
ally.

“California’s Eighth 
Congressional District 
is a conservative district, 
and I think I fit it very 
well,” said Cook. “This 
isn’t San Francisco; this 
is real America. I don’t 
ignore Democrats – local 
leaders from Barstow to 
the Morongo Basin will 

tell you that – but I am 
guided by my conser-
vative principles: lower 
taxes, smaller more ef-
fective government, a 
strong military, and care 
for our veterans. These 
are my biggest issues, 
and I believe the over-
whelming majority of 
my constituents agree 
with these priorities.”

On the other hand, 
Cook rejected assertions 
by a Republican who op-
posed Cook in this year’s  
primary, Paul Hannosh, 
suggesting that for the 
majority of his constitu-
ents in the Eighth Dis-
trict, Cook is not conser-
vative enough.

“I’d suggest that’s 
cheap rhetoric,” Cook 
said of Hannosh’s claim. 
“I vote to reduce and 
eliminate taxes at every 
opportunity, I vote for 
a strong military, and I 
want a smaller more ef-
ficient government. If 
one looks at my voting 
record – facts, not rheto-
ric – you’ll see I stand 
for liberty, constitution-
al rights, and all of the 
things that make Amer-
ica the greatest country 
on earth. I’ve voted to 
eliminate Obamacare, 
and I voted to create a 
balanced federal bud-
get, one that will reduce 
the burden on working 
Americans. I don’t care 
how my detractors label 
it; I’m fighting to make 
government work for the 
people. We need to re-
claim it for ourselves."

Of the  major chal-
lenges facing the coun-
try, Cook said, “We’re 
facing new threats inter-
nationally from terrorist 
groups, and many Amer-
icans have lost faith in 

government and in their 
ability to gain employ-
ment that will allow 
them to thrive and raise 
a family. I don’t have 
confidence in our current 
president to face these 
challenges, so it’s up to 
Congress to continue ad-
dressing the problems of 
the nation. We need good 
jobs, and we need better 
national security. To do 
less is to endanger the 
future of our great na-
tion.”

With regard to the 
major issues roiling in 
the Eighth District, Cook 
said, “Jobs are priority 
one. We still suffer from 
unemployment that ex-
ceeds the state and na-
tional averages. Nearly 
all improvement starts 
with good paying jobs.

“We also face a huge 
threat from federal bu-
reaucracies trying to dic-
tate to us how to use the 
land,” Cook continued. 
“I’m fighting a huge bat-
tle against a proposal by 
urban politicians to make 
our Mt. Baldy a national 
monument. Beyond that, 
we have trails issues in 
the north and renewable 
energy conflicts in Vic-
tor Valley, just to name a 
few. I want locals to have 
the leading voice in these 
land use decisions, not 
some bureaucrat in Sac-
ramento or Washington 
DC. This is our land, and 
we need to fight for it.”

Cook said, “I want to 
find ways to utilize our 
district’s natural advan-
tage in things like rail 
transportation systems, 
road transportation sys-
tems, and natural re-
sources. We also have 
wonderful land avail-
ability and a number 

of local governments 
poised to work with new 
businesses. So my job is 
to create the incentives 
and improve the infra-
structure in a way that 
draws businesses and 
jobs to the district.”

Cook asserted he is a 
better candidate for Con-
gress than Conaway.

“I’ve traveled this 
entire district and met 
with countless veterans, 
retirees, and business 
owners,” Cook said. 
“They all want the same 
thing: a smaller govern-
ment that works where 
it needs to work and 
stays out of their lives 
otherwise. I’m a combat 
veteran in an area with 
a huge veterans popula-
tion, and I know the land 
issues that threaten our 
way of life. I also under-
stand national security 
issues, learned during 
my 26 years in the Ma-
rine Corps. I’ll fight for 
our constitutional rights, 
and I’ll fight for lower 
taxes. That, I believe, is 
what the people want.”

found what they believe 
to be the items stolen 
from the Sage Drive 
residence, a television 
and a computer. Snoubar 
handed the laptops over 
to police in September 
after Staggs and Crunk 
were arrested on Sep-
tember 15 and informed 
detectives they had sold 
them to Snoubar. 

Snoubar was arrested 
on suspicion of posses-

sion of stolen property. 
Barstow police have al-
leged that Downtown 
Market was being oper-
ated as an illegal pawn 
shop.

Indeed, Snoubar, by 
either purchasing for re-
sale or allowing his cus-
tomers to hock merchan-
dise, appears to have 
run afoul of California’s 
Business and Profes-
sions Code by operating 
a secondhand dealership 
without a license. Pawn 
shops are required to 
be licensed through the 
State of California, De-
partment of Justice and 
the city.

Nevertheless, a num-
ber of people in Barstow, 
including Snoubar’s 
customers, employees, 
former employees and 
fellow merchants are 
questioning whether 
Snoubar had the requi-
site intent to be acting as 
a “fence” of stolen prop-
erty, as police implied in 
the arrest of him. 

Snoubar’s transgres-
sion in violating the 
Business and Professions 
Code, which his support-
ers insist was done out 
of ignorance, does not 
amount to the crime of 
theft, several said. They 
said any enforcement ac-

tion against him should 
have been handled by 
the city’s code enforce-
ment division or city 
attorney and that legal 
action should have been 
done through a civil pro-
cess rather than a crimi-
nal one. 

The licensing and reg-
istration requirements 
applicable to pawn 
shops, together with re-
porting protocols for the 
purchase or pawning of 
items and attendant ar-
rangements for insur-
ance and bonding of the 
operation is intended to 
allow law enforcement to 
monitor the merchandise 

being channeled through 
such establishments and 
check it against the ros-
ter of items reported sto-
len locally. 

Snoubar posted bail 
on October 9. The dis-

trict attorney’s office has 
not yet charged him with 
any crime. The police 
department has acknowl-
edged that its investiga-
tion into the matter is yet 
ongoing.

Turf Turner
-Disking  -Roto-tilling
-Field Disking -Weed Mowing
-Lawns  -Gardens
-Fields  -Hillsides
-Vineyards  -Citrus Groves

(909) 489-8873
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Gregg Father-Son Duo Seeking Further Political Advancement In Hesperia

Cody Gregg

Musser-Lopez 
from front page 
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we have concerns about 
a water aquifer drop be-
cause of water heists and 
what that would do to the 
springs that support des-
ert wildlife, vegetation 
and are multi-million 
dollar tourist industry.  
Jean Fuller is low on her 
scores for the environ-
ment and gets an “F” 
grade from PAW PAC 
for her voting record on 

animal protection.  Peo-
ple enjoy wildlife and 
many of her constituents 
in the high desert are up-
set with her vote against 
the prohibition on Bob-
cat trapping around 
Joshua Tree National 
Park.   PG&E continues 
to be allowed to monitor 
their own Chromium 6 
"clean up" activity and 
that tragic situation at 
the Hinkley aquifer is 
still going on after 20 

Continued on Page  9

HESPERIA — A 
father and son from 
Hesperia, who are al-
ready office holders in 
the High Desert city of 
90,173, can’t seem to get 
enough of politics. 

Kelly Gregg is a 
board member on the 
Hesperia Recreation and 
Park District. His son, 
Cody, is on the Hespe-
ria Unified School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees. 

When the junior Gregg 
was elected to the school 
board in 2012, he was, at 

the age of 21, the young-
est elected official in San 
Bernardino County. 

Now, two years later, 
his father is vying to join 
him on the school board, 
running with Maria Go-
mez and Marcy Kittinger 
as one of three challeng-
ers who are competing 
against the three incum-
bents in the race, Eric 
Swanson, Hardy Black 
and Niccole Childs. At 

the same time, Kelly 
Gregg is running for 
reelection to the Recre-
ation and Park District 

board. 
Cody Gregg, who yet 

has two years remain-
ing on his current term 
on the school board, is 
looking to step up to 
the Hesperia City Coun-
cil. He has joined with 
Chris Elvert, Paul Russ 
Stirling Christiansen, 
Anthony Rhoades and 
James Roberts in run-
ning for three positions 
on the city council up 
for election this year. In-
cumbents Bill Holland 
and Russ Blewett are 
competing to stay in of-
fice. Thurston Smith de-

cided not to run. 
Neither father nor son 

appear to be concerned 
that the combination of 
their vaunting ambition 
or their familial associa-
tion will put voters off. 
Rather, the continual 
repetition of the Gregg 
surname in so many po-
litical contexts might be 
creating a synergy in 
that it gives both greater 
name exposure, name 
recognition, and possibly 
positive name identifica-
tion, three factors crucial 
to an effective campaign. 

Kelly Gregg

Frank Guzman
Attorney at Law

Former Prosecutor,  Western State University of Law Graduate
Handling all manner of criminal defense from DUI to Capital Murder

Over 24 years in practice
Over 200 jury trials

3633 10th Street Riverside, CA 92501
(951) 274-9798 (P)

  (951)  274-9036 (F)
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Continued on Page  10

years even after the situ-
ation was exposed by 
the famous movie Erin 
Brockovich.    Humans 
and wildlife have all suf-
fered from this catastro-
phe.”

Musser-Lopez men-
tioned the lead advocacy 
role she played in op-
posing the Cadiz Water 
Project, which involves 
the Los Angeles-based 
Cadiz Company siphon-
ing up to 50,000 acre-
feet of water from the 
Eastern Mojave Desert’s 
water table and convey-
ing it in a pipeline to 
Los Angeles and Orange 
County for sale there.  

“I started fighting the 
Cadiz water heist two 
years ago and during 
this campaign, I went  
into Bakersfield from the 
desert, introduced my-
self, then set about to ex-
pose all the troubles that 
Fuller could have done 
something about but 
didn’t,” Musser-Lopez 
said. “Bakersfield is key 
to this Senate election 
because that is where 
most of the voters live. 
My idea was also to find 
out how Bakersfield and 

other communities could 
conserve water so that 
they would not threaten 
to siphon off desert wa-
ter.”  

Regional water re-
sources are being ex-
ploited by outsiders, 
Musser-Lopez said, de-
priving local areas of a 
key commodity need for 
economic development 
and the sustenance of 
existing agricultural and 
other activities. 

“Even with all of 
the water that typically 
flows down from the Si-
erras in the Kern River 
right through the center 
of Bakersfield, the aqui-
fer is dried up and col-
lapsing…its called sub-
sidence,” Musser-Lopez 
said. “Where is all of the 
water going?  Have you 
ever seen the Kern River 
channel with all of its oil 
wells?  Billions of gal-
lons of water are being 
contaminated so badly 
in hydraulic fracturing 
(“fracking”) operations 
that it can’t be recycled 
and is thus sent down 
into old deep oil wells.  
But this summer, Cali-
fornia state regulators 
shut down fracking wells 
with incomplete analy-
sis showing that, and I 

quote, ‘3 billion gallons 
of wastewater were ille-
gally injected into cen-
tral California aquifers 
and that half of the wa-
ter samples collected at 
the 8 water supply wells 
tested near the injection 
sites have high levels 
of dangerous chemicals 
such as arsenic, a known 
carcinogen that can also 
weaken the human im-
mune system, and thal-
lium, a toxin used in rat 
poison.’  Do we deserve 
to know what chemicals 
the oil companies are us-
ing to frack?  Jean Fuller 
thinks this is none of 
our business and voted 
against a bill that would 
have required oil and gas 
companies to disclose 
what chemicals they are 
using above the Central 
Valley aquifer.  People 
are surprised when I 
tell them that PG&E’s 
poisoned Chromium 6 
water was (and still may 
be being) transported 
by liquid waste haulers 
from Needles superfund 
site and released into 
deep wells around Ba-
kersfield.”

Musser-Lopez indi-
cated that she disagreed 
“with Fuller’s vote 
against a moratorium on 
fracking until studies are 

completed to understand 
the long-term impact.     
Not only would I have 
voted for disclosure and 
a moratorium, I would 
also introduce an oil and 
gas extraction fee, simi-
lar to fees charged by 
other large oil producing 
states, which would gen-
erate 1-2 billion dollars 
in annual state revenue.  
These funds could be 
used to enhance the envi-
ronment and community 
from which they extract 
those natural resources.   
Fuller’s contributors also 
include  CA Independent 
Petroleum Association, 
Chevron, Valero, Cono-
co Phillips, and BP.  Un-
like our incumbent,  I 
owe nothing to polluter 
corporation interests and 
I will make sure that the 
people’s interests are 
represented in Sacra-
mento.” 

Musser-Lopez said 
she is qualified to serve 
in the state senate in 
large measure because 
she advocates policies 
contrary to Fuller’s.

“State Senate District 
16 stretches across the 
state, encompassing an 
area that involves sig-
nificant natural, cultural, 
technological, industrial, 
recreational and other re-

sources of all kinds that 
need to be managed in a 
responsible manner and 
for the good of the people 
of California, particular-
ly those who live here,” 
Musser-Lopez said. 
“Early in my adult years 
I was employed by the 
biggest land manager in 
Senate District 16—the 
federal Bureau of Land 
Management and I know 
this Senate District well, 
not just because I have 
lived here for 34 years 
but because this is where 
I worked as an Archae-
ologist throughout the 
Mojave Desert along-
side experts in a variety 
of fields including range 
management, realty 
managers, geologists, bi-
ologists, and hazardous 
materials specialists.  

Musser-Lopez con-
tinued, “Currently, we 
have a Senator who was 
a school teacher with a 
degree in education and 
then a school adminis-
trator before she turned 
politician. She is pretty 
impressive with her pub-
lic speech, but where has 
she been?  Was she there 
for us when we were 
fighting the Ward Val-
ley nuclear dump?  Was 
she there when we were 
fighting RailCycle—the 

L.A. trash train?  She 
was in office when we 
were trying to fight off 
the Cadiz water heist, 
why didn’t she help us?  
Why hasn’t the Hinkley 
aquifer been seized out 
of PG&E’s control?   I’ve 
been a water conserva-
tion activist for almost 
30 years and frankly, 
we’re just spinning our 
wheels by re-electing 
someone who does not 
serve our best interests.  
She claims we are in 
this water crisis because 
we have failed to build 
new reservoirs and in-
frastructure.  I disagree.  
Our above ground reser-
voirs evaporate and the 
ones we have now are 
extremely low.  We need 
to focus on recharging 
the underground aqui-
fers. We are in the crisis 
because of global warm-
ing and the carbon emis-
sions, but the Repub-
licans vote against the 
High Speed Rail project 
that would significantly 
reduce the carbon foot-
print while creating 
thousands of good jobs 
over the course of the 
next 30 years and build 
for the future.”

Musser-Lopez said, 

Musser-Lopez 
from page 8
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

Continued on Page 11

 Coroner case #701407708  On 10-15-14 at 6:26 P.M. 18 year-old Wrightwood resident Allison Diane LaVogue died at Desert Valley Hospital in Victorville fol-
lowing a traffic collision. LaVogue was the driver of a 2001 Toyota Camry struck by a 2014 Dodge Ram 300 in the intersection of Nielson Road and Beekley Road 
in Phelan at about 4:57 P.M. The Victorville California Highway Patrol Office is investigating this incident. [101614 091414 SY] 

Coroner case #701407695  At about 10:20 AM on 10/15/14 a 1999 Toyota 4Runner was traveling west on State Route 210 east of 'E' St. in San Bernardino. For 
unknown reasons the vehicle veered to the right and then veered sharply to the left across the lanes of traffic.  The Toyota overturned multiple times before com-
ing to rest on the highway.  63 year-old Loma Linda resident Elsye Ruth Polly was pronounced dead at the scene by paramedics.  The California Highway Patrol is 
investigating this incident. [1015214 1624 SY] 

Coroner case #701407633  On 10/12/2014, at 9:40 P.M., 50 year-old Apple Valley resident Stanley Ruffin  was the driver and solo occupant of a 2003 Honda Ac-
cord traveling north on Interstate 215, south of the Devore Rd. exit, in San Bernardino when the left the roadway and overturned.  Ruffin was pronounced dead at 
the scene.  The California Highway Patrol is investigating this incident. [101414 0917 SY] 

Coroner case #701407631  On 10/12/2014 at 7:55PM a 57 year old transient male pedestrian was struck by a Ford Ranger pick-up truck as he walked eastbound 
at the edge of the street in the 3400 block of Little League Drive in San Bernardino.  He was pronounced dead at the scene. The name will be released when next 
of kin has been notified. San Bernardino Police Department is investigating this traffic collision. [101414 0907 SY] Update:  The Coroner Division requests public 
assistance in locating the family of Michael Dennis Barnett, 57 of San Bernardino. Anyone with information is urged to call (909) 387-2978. [101514 0836 SY] 

Coroner case #701407623  On 10/12/2014 at 1053 AM, 30 year old San Bernardino resident Araceli Urbano was the right front passenger in a vehicle that was 
struck by another vehicle at the intersection of 6th Street and D Street in San Bernardino.  Urbano was transported by ambulance to Loma Linda University Medical 
Center where she died from her injuries.  San Bernardino Police Department is investigating this incident. [10142014 0902 SY] 

Coroner case #701407560  On Thursday, 10/09/2014, at 1848 hours, at 6:48 PM, Agnes Lee Quitano, a 19 year old resident of Twenty-Nine Palms, was walking 
across State Route 62 (Twenty-Nine Palms Highway), when she was struck by a westbound Toyota pick-up truck just east of La Buena Tierra Ave.  Quitana was 
transported by ambulance to Hi-Desert Medical Center emergency room, where she was pronounced dead of her injuries at 7:48 PM. The accident is under investi-
gation by the San Bernardino County Sheriff Department. [101014 0713 SY] 

“People should research 
what legislation Fuller 
sponsored, including 
alleviating the liabil-
ity of rich people with 
their private airports.  
Another was a bill that 
lessened the amount of 

time well owners have to 
protest condemnation by 
rich water districts. Full-
er gets the lowest score 
of all Senators on the is-
sue of equality and fair 
treatment of people and 
students with regard to 
their sexual orientation 
and gender.”

Musser-Lopez is a 
Democrat. Fuller is a Re-

publican
Musser-Lopez said, “I 

support the Democrats 
no-frills water conserva-
tion project proposed in 
Measure 1 on our No-
vember 4 ballot that will 
reallocate money from 
unused bonds to make 
better use of the money. 
Our need for safe drink-
ing water for all com-

munities is critical and 
Measure 1 will start the 
ball rolling on filling up 
our dangerously low un-
derground water aqui-
fers in the central valley 
where we can store water 
naturally while protect-
ing it from evaporation. 
Jean Fuller did not write 
or sponsor Measure 1, 
the water bond. She went 

along with voting for 
it but meanwhile voted 
against the companion 
SB1168, the landmark 
water conservation bill 
which gives the state au-
thority to put to put the 
water bond money to 
work.   Her reason? She 
said it would put state 
people we didn’t vote for 
in charge of local water.  

Meanwhile, in her own 
district, intra county wa-
ter swaps saved Central 
Valley farmers during 
this last growing sea-
son. We cannot assume 
that the water crisis can 
be taken care of locally.  
State officials are ap-
pointees of the governor 
and our elected repre-
sentatives in Sacramento 
and the Water Commis-
sion is the right govern-
ment entity to get the job 
done. We need to ensure 
that our farms and busi-
nesses get the water they 
need during dry years 
by managing our water 
resources efficiently in 
wet years and being in 
a good position to trans-
port surface water from 
outside areas that have 
excess water to give.”

Musser-Lopez asked, 
“So what is Jean’s real 
reason for voting against 
measures that would re-
quire big farm corpora-
tions with junior water 
rights to meter their wa-
ter?” She then posited a 
possible answer: “Full-
er’s supporters include 
Monsanto, Paramount, 
California Farm Bureau, 
Dairy Institute, Kraft, 
Wine Institute and Cali-
fornia Grain and Feed.”      

Musser Lopez con-
trasted her approach 
with that of Fuller.

“On the contrary, I 

Musser-Lopez 
from page 9
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have been there for the 
people throughout our 
District’s struggles and 
I have fought for water 
conservation for going 
on 30 years,” she said. 
“In the 1990s, while my 
two children were at-
tending public school 
in Needles, I dedicated 
myself to providing for 
them while I actively 
protested a national ra-
dioactive waste disposal 
facility that was to be cit-
ed over the water aquifer 
supplying the city and 
connected to the Colora-
do River.  I  authored and 
circulated a countywide 
voter initiative to prohib-
it the disposal of radio-
active/nuclear waste in 
unlined trenches above 
desert aquifers.  Over 
20,000 voter signatures 
were collected and soon 
after, the facility plans 
were discarded.”  

Musser-Lopez said 
she offered a wider 
perspective on the full 
range of issues confront-
ing California than does 
Fuller.  

Musser-Lopez said, 
“The solution to pollu-
tion must not be dilution 
in our water aquifers.” 
She said that “I am for 
providing incentives for 

installing energy effi-
cient roof top and road 
way solar and large solar 
plants over already dis-
turbed parcels and cor-
ridors, and I want to cre-
ate peace time jobs for 
veterans on projects that 
would lower the carbon 
footprint.”

“I am a published au-
thor,” she said. “I have a 
proven capability of be-
ing able to read, write, 
and sponsor law.   I went 
to UCLA and I gradu-
ated from the University 
of California, Riverside 
with honors (cum laude) 
but it doesn’t take a rock-
et scientist to figure out 
that, right now, we’ve 
got the wrong person 
representing us in Sacra-
mento.  We need change 
at the State level. I am 
offering my ability to 
work hard and dig in.  I 
am your neighbor and 
friend, the Archaeologist 
who will demand that 
Sacramento throw us 
more than just a bone.”  

Musser Lopez attend-
ed and graduated from 
Chaffey High School in 
Ontario. She earned her 
degree in archaeology 
from the U.C. system, 
at both the Los Angeles 
and Riverside campuses. 
She was a member of the 
Needles City Council. 
With her husband, she 
has two children. 

The rainbow trout 
(Oncorhynchus mykiss) 
is a species of salmo-
nid native to cold-water 
tributaries of the Pacific 
Ocean and are present 
in the Santa Ana River, 
which has its headwa-

ters at the foot of the San 
Bernardino Mountains. 
The Santa Ana River is 
the largest river entirely 
within Southern Cali-
fornia. Its drainage ba-
sin spans four counties, 
rising in the San Ber-
nardino Mountains and 
flowing past the cities 
of San Bernardino and 
Riverside before cutting 
through the northern tip 
of the Santa Ana Moun-
tains and flowing south-
west past Santa Ana to 
drain into the Pacific 
Ocean. The Santa Ana 
River is 96 miles long, 
draining a watershed of 
2,650 square miles.

Resident freshwater 
rainbow trout adults in 
riverine environments 
average between 1 and 
5 pounds. more than 
four pounds. The color-
ation of the Santa Ana 
River variety of rainbow 
trout is a true rainbow, 
although brown trout 
are also present in the 
Santa Ana. The fish have 
blue-green or olive green 
hues, some black spot-
ting over the length of 
the body and a reddish or 
even orange stripe along 
the lateral line, from 
gills to the tail, which 
is most pronounced in 
breeding males. The 
caudal fin is squarish 
and only mildly forked.  
Juvenile rainbow trout 
display parr marks (dark 
vertical bars) typical of 
most salmonid juveniles. 
In some cases the parr 
marks are retained into 
adulthood. There can be 
confusion over the fish 
present in the Santa Ana 
river, since it is stocked 
with hatchery-bred trout.

Rainbow trout spawn 

in early to late spring 
when water tempera-
tures reach at least 42 
to 44 °F,  and they pre-
fer to  inhabit and spawn 
in small to moderately 
large, well oxygenated, 
shallow portions of the 

river with gravel bot-
toms. The natural rain-
bow trout population in 
the Santa Ana has been 
compromised by the 
presence of introduced 
rainbow trout that have 

established their  own 
wild and self-sustaining 
population in the river. 

Spawning sites are 
usually a bed of fine 
gravel in a riffle above a 
pool.  A riffle is a short, 
relatively shallow and 
coarse-bedded length of 
stream over which the 
stream flows at slower 
velocity but a higher 
turbulence than it nor-
mally does in compari-
son to a pool. A female 
trout clears a redd in the 
gravel by turning on her 
side and beating her tail 
up and down. A red is a 
nest dug into the gravel 
by a female fish. 

Female rainbow trout 
usually produce 1,000 
to 1,400 0.16 to 0.20 
inch  eggs per pound of 
weight. During spawn-
ing, the eggs fall into 
spaces between the grav-
el, and immediately the 
female begins digging at 
the upstream edge of the 
nest, covering the eggs 
with the displaced grav-
el. As eggs are released 
by the female, a male 
moves alongside and de-
posits milt (sperm) over 
the eggs to fertilize them. 
The eggs usually hatch 

in about four to seven 
weeks although the time 
of hatching varies great-
ly with region and habi-
tat. Newly hatched trout 
are called sac-fry or al-
evin. In approximately 
two weeks, the yolk sac 
is completely consumed 
and fry commence 
feeding mainly on zoo-
plankton. The growth 
rate of rainbow trout 

is variable with area, 
habitat, life history and 
quality and quantity of 
food. As fry grow, they 

tera). They also eat fish 
eggs and adult forms of 
terrestrial insects (typi-
cally ants, beetles, grass-
hoppers and crickets) 
that fall into the water. 
Other prey include small 
fish up to one-third of 
their length, crayfish and 
other crustaceans. As 
rainbow trout grow, the 
proportion of fish con-
sumed increases in most 

begin to develop "parr" 
marks or dark vertical 
bars on their sides. In 
this juvenile stage, im-
mature trout are often 
called "parr" because of 
the marks. These small 
juvenile trout are some-
times called fingerlings 
because they are approx-

imately the size of a hu-
man finger. 

The maximum re-
corded lifespan for a 
rainbow trout is 11 years.

Rainbow trout are 
predators with a varied 
diet and will eat nearly 
anything they can cap-
ture. They are not as 
piscivorous, i.e., likely 
to eat other fish, or ag-
gressive as brown trout 
or chars. Rainbow trout 
routinely feed on larval, 
pupal and adult forms of 
aquatic insects (typically 
caddisflies, stoneflies, 
mayflies and aquatic dip-

populations. Rainbows 
will feed on the decom-
posing flesh from car-
casses of other fish. 

Rainbow trout are 
highly regarded game 
fish, and a popular target 
for fly fishers, who use  
several angling methods. 
The use of lures present-
ed via spinning, casting 
or trolling techniques is 
common. Rainbow trout 
can also be caught on 
various live and dead 
natural baits.

Because it is stocked 
with hatchery bred fish, 
the river is frequented 
by sport fishers.  The 
rainbow trout has tender 
flesh and a mild, some-
what nutty flavor. The 

wild fish has a stronger, 
gamier taste than hatch-
ery bred fish. While the 
taste of wild-caught trout 
is often promoted as su-
perior, it is illegal to sell 
or market wild-caught 
rainbow trout, which 
are legally classified as 
game fish, in the United 
States.

Drought, and the Sev-
en Oaks Dam, which can 
withhold the amount of 
water pouring into the 
Santa Ana River, repre-
sent a threat to the wild 
rainbow trout population 
in the river. 

Musser-Lopez 
from page 10
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California Style
Autumn 

By Grace Bernal

Read the
Sentinel 

On The World Wide Web!                                                                                         
  To visit our blog, simply type 

http://sbsentinel.com/ into your 
URL box and hit enter.  You can 
view the Sentinel, read individual 
articles, offer comments and search 
our archives from the convenience 
of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or 

iPhone.

Every season brings change and the 
new fashion collections are worth the 
changes. Dresses are bringing an out-

standing beauty to fashion and  they 
come with evening lengths. Holiday 
parties are around the corner and the 
prospect of dressing comes with much 
excitement this season. I think wear-
ing dresses provides a woman with a 
remarkable opportunity.  Dresses are 

no matter what anyone says, dresses are full of 
creative fun. Some designers have a wonder-
ful reputation and can bring back the black 
and gray, in an imaginative way. It’s all about 
imagination. Some dresses are looking rather 

gauzy,cloudy, and 
flowy, almost like 
clouds around the 
body. It’s all great 
for the new sea-
son! Dresses bring 
a new flavor that 
no one else has. 
Thank you, fashion 
people, for daring,  
because without 
exper imentat ion 
the world would be 
boring. 

so beautiful and 
they were made 
for holiday galas. 
Anything goes 
in fashion to-
day and a lot of 
people want to be 
tough and differ-
ent  but there’s a 
gentle side when 
it comes to the 
dress. As always, 

"Look for the woman in the dress. If there is no 
woman, there is no dress."  ~Coco Chanel


