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Hesperia School 
Bond To Boost 
District Debt

 Past Legal Limit  

29 Palms Yet Fighting To Hang
 On To Redevelopment Funds

Molycorp’s Expanded Leach System Cures 
Production Bottleneck At Mountain Pass

  Prosecutors Hid Exculpatory Evidence From Grand Jury, Burum’s Lawyers Say

Jimenez In Third Effort To Break Entrenched Clique’s Hold On RC 
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Erick Jimenez
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Ontario’s Airport Agreement With LA Not Binding, Lawyers Assert 

Andre Cronthall

By Mark Gutglueck
When is a deal not a 

deal?
When one of the par-

ties decides it is unsatis-
fied with the outcome, 
according to Ontario’s 
high powered Washing-
ton, D.C.-based law firm.

In its response to the 
city of Los Angeles’s 
motion to dismiss the 
lawsuit filed last year to 
regain control over On-

Erick Jimenez, a de-
livery driver who vied 
unsuccessfully for the 
Rancho Cucamonga 
City Council in 2010 and 
2012, is running again, 
emphasizing the same is-
sues he had latched onto 
previously. Perhaps, he 
said, events have evolved 
to the point where what 
he is saying will resonate 
with the electorate and 
he will achieve success. 

“I am still saying the 

T W E N T Y N I N E 
PALMS — Twenynine 
Palms city officials re-
main optimistic that the 
proceeds from the bond 
sales made by the city’s 
redevelopment agency 
more than three years 
ago will be available to 
complete Project Phoe-
nix, despite pending 
court appeals by two 
state agencies. 

 Project Phoenix was 
an undertaking by the 
Twentynine Palms Re-
development Agency 

Prosecutors with-
held key exculpatory 
evidence pertaining to 
the central figure in the 
Colonies Lawsuit Settle-
ment Public Corruption 
Prosecution, the defen-
dant’s attorneys have set 
forth in the most recent 
filing with the Fourth 
District Court of Appeal 
relating to the case.

The case, which re-
volves around charges 

of conspiracy, bribery, 
extortion and the corrup-
tion of public officials, 
involves the activity 
leading up to the Novem-
ber 26, 2006 vote by the 
board of supervisors to 
confer a $102 million 
settlement on the Colo-
nies Partners to bring to 
an end litigation brought 
against the county of San 
Bernardino and its flood 
control division over 

drainage issues at the 
company’s Colonies at 
San Antonio residential 
and Colonies Crossroads 
commercial subdivisions 
in northeast Upland.

In 2010, prosecutors 
told a grand jury that 
Jeff Burum, one of the 
managing principals in 
the Colonies Partners, 
with the assistance of 
one-time sheriff’s depu-
ties union president Jim 

Erwin, first threatened 
and coerced then-super-
visors Bill Postmus and 
Paul Biane into support-
ing the lawsuit settlement 
along with their board 
colleague Gary Ovitt. 
Prosecutors further al-
leged that after the vote 
was made Burum pro-
vided separate $100,000 
bribes to Postmus and 
Biane as well as Ovitt’s 
chief of staff, Mark Kirk, 

in the form of donations 
to political action com-
mittees the three set up 
and controlled. In Feb-
ruary 2010, that grand 
jury indicted Postmus 
and Erwin on a vari-
ety of political corrup-
tion, bribery, perjury 
and conspiracy charges. 
They pleaded not guilty 
to those charges but the 
following year Postmus 
pleaded guilty 

tario International Air-
port, Ontario maintains 

that the arrangement it 
negotiated with LA in 
1967 and finalized in 
1985 after the larger city 
met all of the criteria laid 
out in the original agree-
ment is not a deal at all. 

Rather, Ontario told 
Riverside Superior 
Court Judge Gloria Con-
nor Trask that she should 
declare the contract be-
tween the two cities null 
and void. 

According to Ontar-
io’s attorneys, the Ontar-
io City Council in 1967, 
which was then com-
prised of Howard Snid-
er, Sam Crowe,  Joseph 
Aime, William Paulin 
and Walter Stewart, and 
the Ontario City Coun-
cil in 1985, consisting of 
Robert Ellingwood, Faye 
Myers Dastrup, Gus 
Skropos, Homer Briggs 
and Beecher Medlin, 

were acting beyond their 
authority as the city’s ex-
ecutive board when they, 
in the case of the former, 
entered into the relation-
ship with Los Angeles 
for the management of 
the airport, and, in the 
case of the latter, signed 
over title to the airport.

Such agreements be-
tween municipal entities, 
according to Ontario, 
should contain 

that aimed to construct 
a community center, a 
250-seat theater, class-
rooms, a civic plaza, a 
park, a paseo, residential 
units, a wastewater treat-
ment plant, and improve-
ments to the downtown 
fire station. The project 
was put in jeopardy in 
2011, however, when the 
legislature passed AB X1 
26 and AB X1 27, which 
shuttered more than 400 
municipal and county re-
development agencies up 
and down the 

same thing, really,” Ji-
menez told the Sentinel. 
“Many members of our 

community are not being 
represented. We need a 
younger person repre-
senting young families 
in this city. I want to 
make sure that a whole 
segment of the popula-
tion has a voice.”

Jimenez, who recently 
became a father, pointed 
out that the average age 
of the members of the 
city council is 64. While 
he said he respects the 
older generation and 

values its perspective, 
wisdom and experience, 
the geriatric set’s domi-
nation of the politics and 
decision making appa-
ratus is confining and 
limiting and does not 
reflect the more dynamic 
demographics of the city 
of 165,269.

Jimenez said he val-
ued the sound guidance 
of the council with re-
gard to fiscal matters.

“We are lucky in Ran-

cho Cucamonga that 
we don’t have the same 
overwhelming financial 
issues that are a problem 
in other cities,” he said.  

At the same time that 
the city is husbanding its 
monetary resources, it 
is imposing an onerous 
burden on many of its 
residents who are strug-
gling, he said. 

“We have problems 
with our landscaping 
districts,” he 

The operator of the 
United States’ only rare 
earth mine has made a 
major improvement to its 
operation that is antici-
pated to return it to the 
forefront of worldwide 
lanthanide production. 

Until 1948, most of 
the world’s rare earth 
minerals were mined in 
India and Brazil. In the 
1950s, South Africa be-
came the leading sup-
plier of rare earth metals.

In 1949, the Mountain 
Pass Mine, which lies 

in the extreme north-
east portion of San Ber-
nardino County roughly 
15 miles from the Cali-
fornia-Nevada state line, 
was discovered by a ura-
nium prospector.  The 
Molybdenum Corpora-
tion of America bought 
the mining claims, and 
small-scale production 
began in 1952. Produc-
tion expanded greatly 
in the 1960s, with the 
Mountain Pass facil-
ity becoming the world’s 
dominant producer of 

rare earth elements, also 
known as lanthanides. 
From 1965 until 1995 it 
was an almost exclusive 
supplier of europium, 
which is used in color 
television screens. The 
Molybdenum Corpora-
tion of America changed 
its name to Molycorp in 
1974 and was acquired 
by Union Oil in 1977.

After the company 
was acquired by Unocal, 
ruptures in a pipeline 
conveying wastewater 
from the min-

By Gail Fry 
Staff Writer 

At the November 4, 
2014, general election 
registered voters with-
in the boundary of the 
Hesperia Unified School 
District will be asked to 
vote on Measure M, a 
$207 million bond mea-
sure purportedly to im-
prove school district fa-
cilities.  

On August 4, 2014, 
at the Hesperia Unified 
School District regu-
lar board meeting, the 
resolution ordering a 
school bond election for 
Measure M and autho-
rizing necessary actions 
that are connected to the 
bond election was ap-
proved four to one with 
Hardy Black, Niccole 
Childs, Ella “Lee” Rog-
ers and Eric Swanson 
approving the resolution 
and Cody Gregg dissent-
ing. 

Exhibit A of the reso-
lution approved by the 
school district indicates 
that Hesperia Unified 
School District in issu-
ing all of the authorized 
bonds “might require 
the outstanding debt of 
the district to exceed its 
statutory bonding limit 
of 2.50 percent of the 
total assessed valuation 
of taxable property in 
the district” and in order 
to exceed the limit the 
school district will need 
to “seek a waiver of its 
bonding limit from the 
State Board of Educa-
tion.”  

The 2.50 percent limit 
“the value of taxable 
property in the district” 
on the amount a unified 
school district can bor-
row is required by Cali-
fornia Education Code 
Section 15106.  

According to docu-
ments obtained by the 
Sentinel, during calen-
dar year 2013, the State 
Board of Edu-
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an exit clause that would 
allow one side to with-
draw from the terms of 
the contract or otherwise 
sunset after a specific 
amount of time

For that reason, On-
tario should be allowed 
to exit the agreements 
it has with Los Angeles 
and take back possession 
of the airport, its legal 
team maintains.   

In 1967, Ontario Air-
port had a gravel park-
ing lot and was servicing 
fewer than 200,000 pas-
sengers per year, with 
Western Airlines mak-
ing 26 daily flights daily 
from Ontario to Sacra-
mento, San Francisco, 
Palm Springs and Los 
Angeles, and Bonanza 
Airlines offering fewer  
than a dozen flights to 
Los Angeles, Las Vegas 
and Phoenix. On its own, 
Ontario had been unable 
to convince any other 
airlines to fly into or out 

of Ontario. The airport 
had $2 million in grow-
ing debt, which it had no 
viable prospect of pay-
ing.

Ontario willfully en-
tered into a joint pow-
ers agreement with Los 
Angeles that went into 
effect on November 1, 
1967, which allowed Los 
Angeles to use its clout 
with airlines to increase 
flights into and out of 
Ontario. Pursuant to that 
agreement, Los Angeles 
retired the airport’s debt. 
In addition, it agreed to 
make at least $20 million 
worth of improvements 
to the airport over an un-
specified time frame.

Using its leverage 
over airlines based upon 
its ability to dole out or 
withhold favorable gate 
positions at Los Ange-
les International Air-
port, the Los Angeles 
Department of Airports 
induced more and more 
airlines to fly into and 
out of Ontario. By 1969, 
flights out of Ontario 
dramatically increased. 
In short order, Conti-
nental Airlines, PSA, 
United, American Air-

lines, Hughes Air West, 
and Delta established 
routes from Ontario. In 
the early 1970s, Ontario 
was in competition with 
John Wayne Airport in 
Orange County, which at 
that time was expanding 
dramatically. Though a 
benchmark of 10 mil-
lion passengers at the 
airport by 1975 was not 
achieved, the Los Ange-
les Department of Air-
ports still assiduously 
promoted Ontario Inter-
national.

In 1981, a modern, 
second east-to-west run-
way was built, necessi-
tating the removal of the 
old northeast-to-south-
west runway. Los Ange-
les officials stepped up 
pressure on Ontario of-
ficials to have them cede 
ownership of the airport 
in total to Los Angeles, 
but Ontario’s then may-
or,  Robert  Ellingwood, 
resisted, maintaining 
that all of the criteria 
specified in the trans-
fer portion of the 1967 
agreement had yet to be 
met. As tensions mount-
ed between the cities 
and Ontario began levy-

ing a parking tax at the 
airport, which L.A. ob-
jected to as unwarranted 
and illegal in a lawsuit, 
Ellingwood pressed for 
the recission of the joint 
powers agreement and 
for Ontario to take full 
control of the airport. 
Los Angeles, which had 
control over the revenue 
being generated at the 
airport and was bank-
rolling the cost of opera-
tions there, threatened 
to stand down from the 
joint powers agreement, 
leaving Ontario in the 
position of paying all 
operational costs.  El-
lingwood’s four council 
colleagues, believing 
Ontario did not have the 
financial means to op-
erate the airport on its 
own, broke with him and 
during Ellingwod’s ab-
sence from the February 
19, 1985 council meet-
ing, voted 4-0 to transfer 
title to the airport to the 
city of Los Angeles.

In 1987, the depar-
ture runway was ex-
tended to the east.  In 
1997 and 1998, Los An-
geles built two modern 
530,000-square foot ter-

minals at the airport at a 
cost of $270 million. In 
2005-2006, the airport’s 
departure runway was 
repaved, received storm 
drains, and runway 
lighting was improved. 
The airport’s taxiways 
were widened. The same 
year Aeroméxico started 
seasonal flights to Gua-
dalajara and Mexico 
City, making Ontario a 
true international air-
port.  The airport was 
also renamed Ontario/
LA International Air-
port, ostensibly to avoid 
confusion with an air-

port in Canada.
In 2007, use of the 

airport peaked, with 7.2 
million passengers en-
planing there and using 
its terminals. In recent 
years, Ontario Airport 
has seen its use decline. 
In 2008, 6.2 million pas-
sengers took flights from 
the airport, a drop of 
13.5 percent compared 
to 2007. In 2009, the 
airport had 4.95 million 
passengers pass through 
it. That trend continued 
in 2010, with 4.8 mil-
lion travelers flying from 
Ontario International. 
Simultaneously Los An-
geles World Airports 
was undertaking a flurry 
of improvements at Los 
Angeles International 
Airport intended to 
make traveling in or out 
there more convenient to 
its passengers.

Just under 4.6 million 
passengers took flights 
out of Ontario Interna-
tional in 2011. That fig-
ure dropped to 4.5 mil-
lion in 2012.

In 2009, Ontario offi-
cials, believing that Los 
Angeles airport officials 
were intent on driving 
up passenger traffic in 
Los Angeles, potentially 
to the detriment of On-
tario, began a dialogue 
with Los Angeles World 
Airports about combat-
ing the downward trend 
in passenger traffic at 
Ontario. But Los Ange-
les airport officials were 
not keen on surrendering 
any share of the market 
Los Angeles Internation-
al had captured in the 
aftermath of the exten-
sive improvements made 
there. They countered 
with offers to improve 
the marketing of Ontario 
Airport, at one point of-
fering to bankroll such 
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
George Butler: Needles Tycoon And County Supervisor

Revamped Leach 
System Cures 
Major Produc-
tion Bottleneck 
At Mountain Pass 
Mine  from front 
page  

By Mark Gutglueck
George Eugene Butler 

was a self-made tycoon 
who served for slightly 
more than six years as 
San Bernardino County 
supervisor in the First 
District. His fiefdom, as 
it were, was in the area 
around Needles, which 
in his day was one of the 
county’s primary cities, 
given its status as a rail-
road town as well as its 
location on California’s 
East Coast, better known 
as the west bank of the 
Colorado River.

George Butler was 
born on November 9, 
1876 in Downey, the son 
of George Emery and 
Julia (Moores) Butler. 
George Butler the elder 
was a minister with a 
family of six children. 
As such, he was hard-
pressed to keep his fam-
ily in comfortable cir-
cumstances.

At the age of eleven, 
young George set out on 
his own, intent on leav-
ing the deprivations in 
his father’s household 
behind him. With the 
pocket change he had, he 
purchased a train ticket, 
which took him as far as 
Needles.

Filled with hard-liv-

ing miners and railroad 
men, Needles was a 
somewhat rougher place 
than Downey in those 
days. The youngster was 
undaunted by the deni-
zens of his newly adopt-
ed home, where he was 

perseverance, he edu-
cated himself. In a few 
years, he was promot-
ed to bookkeeper with 
Monaghan and Murphy, 
a position he retained for 
the remainder of his stay 
with that company.

ing his lifetime, proved 
eminently successful. 
With the advance of his 
prosperity, he incorpo-
rated the Bank of Nee-
dles in 1907.  He was the 
president and manager of 
both establishments for 
many years.

He then interested 
himself in real estate 
endeavors, buying and 
selling a large number 
of properties around 
Needles, and branched 
out into acquiring min-
ing property. He learned 
the language of the Mo-
jave Indians, in so doing 
earning the trust of the 
indigenous population 
around Needles, which 
furthered the degree 
of success he enjoyed 
around Needles.

In 1904, he mar-
ried Worth Hervey of 
Santa Ana.  His wife 
had been born in 1882 
and was the daughter of 
William Blount and Jo-
anna (Rhodes) Hervey 
of Santa Ana. George 
and Worth had three 
children: a son, Worth 
Hervey; and two daugh-
ters, Joanna Rhodes and 
Georgia Eugene.

In 1908 Butler served 
on the county grand jury.

On December 9, 1910, 
Judge James West re-
signed from the board 
of supervisors for health 

reasons.
George was immedi-

ately appointed to suc-
ceed West by lieutenant 
governor Warren Porter, 
who at that point was 
serving in the capacity of 
acting governor.  In 1912 
he was elected to the 
board by the residents of 
the First District and he 
served on the board until 
January 8, 1917, when he 
was succeeded by Austin 
B. Mulvane of Amboy.  
During his stint as su-
pervisor, Butler travelled 
by train to San Bernardi-
no to attend board meet-
ings.  

He and his wife pur-
chased some property 
at Big Bear Lake in 
1911, and with his fam-
ily George Butler vaca-
tioned there during the 
summer.  While on the 
board of supervisors, he 
successfully advocated 
for a road to be built 
from the desert to Big 
Bear. This was named 
“Johnson Grade” in ref-
erence to a man who 
lived halfway up the 
mountain, but is now 
known as “Cushenberry 
Grade.”

Shortly after leaving 
the board of supervisors 
in 1917, Butler handed 
off management of the 
Bank of Needles to his 
brother, J. Henry Butler, 

who had served as book-
keeper and cashier. He 
then moved to Los An-
geles. He remained on 
the bank’s board of di-
rectors, and, from 1920 
to 1929, sold off many 
of his interests and in-
vestments in and around 
Needles. The Bank of 
Needles was sold to San 
Bernardino Valley Bank 
in 1924. It closed in 1931, 
a casualty of the Great 
Depression.

For family reasons, 
Butler had moved from 
Needles. But the de-
parture from the place 
where he had spent the 
most rewarding years of 
his young life saddened 
him. In Los Angeles, 
he bought some apart-
ments, and in 1938 he 
invested in property at 
Cardiff-by-the –Sea in 
San Diego County. Dur-
ing the next few years, 
he owned a hotel, shop 
and several small homes 
there. This was all sold 
during World War II, 
when travel restrictions 
made it difficult to prop-
erly oversee his hold-
ings.

George Eugene But-
ler, then residing in Los 
Angeles, died on No-
vember 18, 1947 at the 
age of 71.

determined to stay. He 
quickly found employ-
ment as a stock boy and 
helper at the Monaghan 
and Murphy Mercan-
tile Company. By dint 
of determination and 

Around 1900, when he 
was 23 years old, George 
Butler established his 
own general store in 
Needles, the Needles 
Mercantile Company. 
This enterprise, like 
nearly all others he asso-
ciated himself with dur-

ing operation to evapo-
ration ponds at Ivan-
pah Dry Lake resulted 
in thorium and radium 
leaking into the desert 
floor and the mine was 
shut down in 2002. As a 
consequence of the clo-
sure, China eclipsed the 
United States as the lead-
ing supplier of rare earth 
metals. After Unocal 
in 2004 obtained a new 
operating permit for the 
mine, it was acquired 
the following year by the 
Chevron Corporation.

By 2005, 96 percent 
of the world’s rare earth 
elements were mined in 
China. In 2007, China 

restricted exports of rare 
earth elements and im-
posed export tariffs. In 
2008, Chevron sold the 
Mountain Pass Mine to 
privately-held Molycorp 
Minerals LLC, based 
in Greenwood Village, 
Colorado, a company 
formed to revive the 
Mountain Pass mine. 
After redressing all of 
the environmental issues 
at the operation to the 
government’s satisfac-
tion, on July 29, 2010, 
Molycorp, Inc. became 
a publicly-traded firm 
by selling 28,125,000 
shares at $14 in its initial 
public offering of stock.  
On September 22, 2010 
China enacted a ban on 
exports of rare earths to 
Japan. That fall, Con-
gress passed legislation 
to subsidize the revival 
of the American rare 
earths industry, includ-
ing the reopening of the 

Mountain Pass mine.
Molycorp acquired 

processing facilities in 
Arizona and Estonia and 
Canada. 

At Mountain Pass, the 
company has built an on-
site combined heat and 
power plant, which is 
now providing  low-cost, 
high-efficiency electrical 
power and steam for the 
company’s extraction of 
heavy rare earth concen-
trate ore.

This week the com-
pany announced it has 
significantly expanded 
the leach system at the 
mine, including its reten-
tion capacity. While op-
erations of the new leach 
system are expected to 
be limited in the near 
term due to constraints 
in onsite production and 
market availability of 
hydrochloric acid, com-
pany officials said that 
the system expansion ad-

dresses one of the major 
production bottlenecks 
at Mountain Pass and is 
expected to boost rare 
earth production and 
lower operating costs 
once it is fully operation-
al and sufficient supplies 
of hydrochloric acid are 
available.

 While onsite produc-
tion and market avail-
ability of hydrochloric 
acid are expected to 
improve in the fourth 
quarter of 2014 and be-
yond, company officials 
said that third quarter 
rare earth production 
at Mountain Pass is not 
expected to exceed first 
quarter 2014 levels.

Company officials 
also announced that the 
onsite chlor-alkali facil-
ity at Mountain Pass, 
which uses process 
waste water to produce 
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Airport Pact With 
LA Not Binding, 
Legal Motion Pro-
pounds  from page 2  

Continued on Page 8

a marketing campaign 
to be run by Ontario of-
ficials. Ontario declined 
that offer.

Ontario officials grav-
itated toward the conclu-
sion that reacquiring the 
airport was paramount 
and that not leaving its 
destiny in the care of Los 
Angeles officials, whose 
first loyalty consisted 
in keeping Los Angeles 
International Airport 
thriving, was the only 
realistic approach to the 
problem.

They began pushing 
Los Angeles to allow a 
public agency-to-public 
agency transfer of the 
airport at no consider-
ation, reversing the 1985 
action.

Los Angeles officials 
balked at that.

Quietly, so as to not 
publicly contradict its 
official position that the 
airport grounds are a 
public benefit property 
and thus of no sales val-
ue, the city of Ontario 
privately tendered a $250 
million offer to Los An-
geles World Airports for 
transfer of the airport’s 
title and operational con-
trol. That offer included 
the city assuming $75 
million of the outstand-
ing bond debt obligations 
for past improvements to 
the airport, $125 million 
in future passenger facil-
ity charges to be realized 
at the airport and $50 
million cash.

Los Angeles World 
Airport officials scoffed 
at the $250 million fig-
ure, pointing to the $560 
million in improvements 
made to the airport since 
1967 utilizing revenues 
generated at both On-
tario and Los Angeles 
International Airports, 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration grants, and pro-
ceeds from bonds issued 
by the city of Los Ange-
les at Los Angeles World 
Airports’ direction.

With ridership at 
Ontario International 
continuing to decline 
throughout 2011, 2012, 
and into 2013 and the 
relationship between 
Ontario and Los Ange-
les World Airports/the 
city of Los Angles con-
tinuing to deteriorate, a 

lukewarm effort at main-
taining a running dia-
log between officials on 
both sides was made, as 
Ontario officials hoped 
they might make more 
progress after then-Los 
Angles Mayor Anthony 
Villaraigosa left office. 
Despite that hope, in 
the waning months of 
the Villaraigosa tenure, 
Ontario, utilizing the 
Washington, D.C.-based 
law firm of Sheppard 
Mullin Richter & Hamp-
ton, filed suit against the 
metropolis in Riverside 
Superior Court in an ef-
fort to have ownership 
and operational author-
ity over Ontario Airport 
returned to it. 

Shortly thereafter, 
Eric Garcetti succeeded 
Villaraigosa as Los An-
geles mayor. During 
his mayoral campaign, 
Garcetti had given some 
nebulous indication that 
he favored having On-
tario International Air-
port returned to local 
control. Ontario officials 
interpreted that as a sign 
that Los Angeles, under 
his direction, would sur-
render the reins to the 
airport relatively read-
ily. When, upon being 
sworn into office, Gar-
cetti was faced with the 
fait accompli of legal ac-
tion brought against Los 
Angeles by Ontario over 
the airport ownership, 
whatever accommoda-
tionist attitude he might 
have had evaporated. 
Both sides lodged the 
predictable round of pre-
trial motions such cases 
beget. Late last year, the 
case was put on hold 
while an effort to ne-
gotiate a solution to the 
myriad of disputes over 
the airport was carried 
out. Those talks ended 
without any substantial 
progress. The lawsuit re-
sumed. 

On September 10, 
2014, Los Angeles World 
Airports filed a motion 
for summary adjudica-
tion, which is scheduled 
to be heard on October 
31, 2014.  On Friday, 
September 26, 2014, the 
city of Ontario filed its 
response to that motion. 

Represented by Shep-
pard Mullin Richter 
& Hampton attorneys 
Andre Cronthall, Scott 
Sveslosky and Catherine 
La Tempa, Ontario is 
seeking to have its 1967 

joint powers  agreement 
and its 1985 transfer of 
title to the airport to Los 
Angeles declared null 
and void.

According to Cron-
thall, Sveslosky and La 
Tempa “Los Angeles's 
abandonment of Ontario 
International Airport 
was inevitable given that 
the joint powers agree-
ment and the subsequent 
1985 acquisition agree-
ment between Ontario 
International Airport 
and Los Angeles set the 
stage for the conflict of 
interest that eventually 
materialized. The agree-
ments improperly at-
tempt to forever delegate 
a core governmental 
function of Ontario -- the 
operation of its airport 
-  to Los Angeles, a third 
party municipality some 
40 miles away with its 
own competing airport 
and an untenable conflict 
of interest in owning and 
operating both airports 
at the same time. Los 
Angeles's conflict of in-
terest has become obvi-
ous during the past seven 
years as Los Angeles has 
admitted the existence of 
the conflict, and has ne-
glected and mismanaged 
Ontario International 
Airport. As a result of 
that neglect and misman-
agement, Ontario Inter-
national Airport is on 
the brink of ruin. Even 
so, Los Angeles insists 
on continuing to oper-

ate and manage Ontario 
International Airport in 
perpetuity. Whether de-
fendants' intransigence 
is rooted in a desire to 
control a competitor or 
use Ontario Interna-
tional Airport's funds to 
help finance the billions 
of dollars incurred for 
improvements at Ontario 
International Airport 
will fail unless Ontario 
regains control of its air-
port.”

According to Cron-
thall, Sveslosky and La 
Tempa, California law 
prohibits municipal en-
tities from entering into 
any agreements that do 
not have a defined dura-
tion or a mechanism for 
the parties to exit the re-
lationship. 

“Ontario seeks sum-
mary adjudication for 
rescission and reforma-
tion of the joint powers 
agreement and the ac-
quisition agreement, on 
three primary grounds,” 
Cronthall, Sveslosky and 
La Tempa state. “First, 
the joint powers agree-
ment does not have a 
definite term of duration 
or permit termination or 
rescission by any party 
as required by California 
Law. Government Code 
section 6510 states that 
a joint powers agree-
ment may have a defi-
nite term or provide for 
rescission or termination 
by any party. The joint 
powers agreement does 

not comply with this re-
quirement. Instead, it re-
quires an agreement by 
both parties to terminate 
or rescind the joint pow-
ers agreement. Thus, one 
party has the right to 
continue the agreement 
in perpetuity no matter 
what the circumstances, 
holding the other party 
hostage, despite the exis-
tence of a fiduciary obli-
gation and a requirement 
to use ‘best efforts’ for 
the benefit of the other 
party. Such a scenario 
not only is illogical and 
unfair, it is unlawful un-
der Section 6510 and ap-
plicable case law.”

 Because of the flaws 
in the joint powers agree-
ment Ontario signed in 
1967, Cronthall, Sves-
losky and La Tempa 
maintain the agreement 
was inapplicable from 
the start.

“Second, Ontario of-
ficials lacked authority 
to relinquish ownership 
and control of Ontario 
International Airport for 
an indefinite and possi-
bly infinite time period” 
according to Cronthall, 
Sveslosky and La Tem-
pa. “ The operation of a 
local airport is a key mu-
nicipal function. Thus, 
the joint powers agree-
ment was void ab initio 
as a violation of public 
policy prohibiting the 
abdication and bargain-
ing away of core munici-
pal legislative and gov-

ernmental functions.”
Cronthall, Sveslosky 

and La Tempa maintain 
Los Angeles is dead set 
on destroying Ontario 
Airport’s viability as a 
functioning entity.  

“Third, the agree-
ments must be rescinded 
because the public inter-
est is prejudiced by per-
mitting the agreements 
to stand,” according to 
the motion.”Los Ange-
les's untenable conflict 
of interest in owning 
and operating both Los 
Angeles International 
airport and Ontario In-
ternational Airport has 
resulted in the financial 
and operational ‘death 
spiral’ of Ontario In-
ternational Airport and 
severely harmed the 
residents of Ontario and 
surrounding municipali-
ties. As such, the public 
interest is harmed and 
prejudiced by permitting 
the agreements to stand 
and thereby permitting 
defendants to preside 
over Ontario Interna-
tional Airport until it is 
no more.”

Layered into the On-
tario’s motion is an asser-
tion relating to the gen-
eration of money at the 
airport which appears 
to be the basis for a fu-
ture argument about the 
amount of compensation 
that will be due Los An-
geles if it is called upon 
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Chad Mayes, the Re-
publican candidate in the 
race for the  42nd Dis-
trict Assembly, gave a 
generic reason as to why 
he is running for office 
this time around. 

“I’m running to repre-
sent and give the people 
of the 42nd Assembly 
District a voice in Sacra-
mento.”

Mayes said the major 
issues facing the district 
are economic ones. 

“Too many of our 
neighbors remain out of 
work or are struggling 
to make ends meet,” he 
said. “Simply, I believe 
we need to address the 
issue of job creation in 
our region.  Addition-

Chad Mayes

Tom Piper said he is 
running for town coun-
cil in Apple Valley “to 
make the town better.”

Piper said “The num-
ber one plank in my plat-
form is I want us to cre-
ate our own municipal 
water company. It can be 
done by setting aside ten 
percent of our $100 mil-
lion municipal budget to-
ward  creating a city con-
trolled water division. 
We should pattern what 
I want to do with on the 

Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power. We 
should do it just the way 
William Mulholland did 

it back in 1905. He wrote 
the primer for the job.

“Secondly,” Piper 
continued, “We are los-
ing between five and 
nine million dollars per 
year at the golf course. 
The situation is not get-
ting better. We should 
sell the land and use it 
to buy water rights. We 
need to take care of more 
than just the golf course 
nuts. The golf course is 
green and they want the 
rest of us to grow rocks. 

It’s hard to grow rocks 
and when you do grow 
them they are still rocks. 
The town has raised tax-
es to cover the cost of the 
golf course. This is being 
done for the wealthiest 
people in Apple Valley. 
The town council is hav-
ing the rest of us subsi-
dize the richest among 
us. The council is not 
serving the people. It is 
serving the people who 
have them in their pock-
et.”

Piper went on to his 
third cause. “I want to 
put cameras on our sher-
iff’s officers,” he said. “I 
was talking with Captain 
[Lana] Tomlin about it 
and there are going to be 
some technical difficul-
ties in getting it worked 
out, but this should be 
happening very soon. I 
think we should try to 
have a better relation-
ship between the sher-
iff’s department and the 
community and that will 

contribute toward that.” 
His fourth priority, 

Piper said, is to provide 
free internet service to 
everyone in Apple Val-
ley. “I want to WiFi the 
entire town,” he said. 
“I’ve researched it. Its 
ballpark cost will be $1 
million per year. The 
payback to the commu-
nity is so great it is a 
must do. People would 
have no bill for their ac-

ally, our schools need to 
produce graduates with 
the skills to compete in 
today’s economy. So, I’m 
clearly focused on edu-
cation policy.”

As to the major is-
sues facing the state of 
California, Mayes said 
“Frankly, there is not 
enough space to cover 
all of the issues that face 
our state.  Clearly our 
schools in both urban 
and rural areas are fail-
ing our students.  When 
you lose a major employ-
er like Tesla to Nevada, 
it’s clear our regulatory 
and tax structures are 
driving jobs away.  We 
simply must solve our 
water crisis and compro-

mise needs to be made 
by all sides.  And it’s 
too bad that we have to 
lock our doors at night 
to protect our families 
from the threat of vio-
lence.  The issues are too 
numerous but all of them 
are important.”

Of his district’s needs, 
Mayes said, “This dis-
trict is geographically 
expansive and that prob-
ably poses the largest 
challenge to any legisla-
tor.” 

 To meet the vary-
ing challenges he must 
deal with as a legislator, 
Mayes said, “I’ve worked 
hard to build coalitions 
in each of the communi-
ties of the 42nd district 

that will ensure that I’m 
properly informed on the 
issues that are vital to 
our neighbors.”

 Mayes cited his pre-
vious experience in elec-
tive office in explaining 
what he believed quali-
fied him for a stint in the 
state legislature. “I was 

elected three times to 
the Yucca Valley Town 
Council and served two 
terms as mayor.  I worked 
alongside now Congress-
man Paul Cook when 
he represented many of 
these communities in 
the State Assembly and 
I currently serve as chief 
of staff to the chair of the 
San Bernardino County 
Board of Supervisors.  
All combined, I have 
proven experience at the 
local, county, and state 
level.”

Mays said he is distin-
guished form his Demo-
cratic opponent Karalee  
Hargrove by “my years 
of public service at the 
local, county, and state 

level, which has made 
me uniquely qualified to 
work with Republicans, 
Democrats and Indepen-
dents to get things done. 
These are tough times 
and we need a strong and 
effective voice to fight for 
our region.  My exten-
sive relationships with 
local leaders through-
out every community 
in the 42nd district will 
make me effective from 
day one.  I’m willing to 
work across the aisle in 
a bipartisan manner to 
address the issues of job 
creation and retention 
and stronger schools that 
prepare our graduates to 
succeed in today’s com-
petitive economy.”

state. The state sought 
to reroute redevelopment 
money to law enforce-
ment and education ef-
forts in that closure.

Twentynine Palms, 
however, intrepidly 
pushed ahead with the 
project, based upon 
Twentynine Palms City 
Attorney A. Patrick Mu-
ñoz’s assertion that the 
project had been initi-
ated prior to AB XI 26 
and AB XI 27 going into 
effect. According to Mu-
ñoz, the state law ending 
redevelopment function 
is trumped by federal 
securities regulations, 
meaning the money the 
Twentynine Palms Re-
development Agency 
bonded for in 2011 must 
be utilized only for the 
purpose that bondhold-
ers were told the money 
would be applied toward.

Muñoz asserted in fil-
ings with the Sacramen-
to Superior Court that 
the non-taxable bonds is-

sued in 2011 created spe-
cific obligations between 
the city, as the issuer, and 
the bond purchasers, and 
as such are enforceable 
obligations. If the city 
allows the state  to use 
the money for a purpose 
other than what the city 
had specified in market-
ing the bonds to the bond 
buyers, that would con-
stitute fraud, according 
to Munoz.

The city filed its pa-
perwork in Sacramento 
Superior Court because 
AB X1 26 and AB X1 
27 contained language 
requiring any legal chal-
lenges to the law take 
place there. In is peti-
tion, the city asked that 
the court overturn the 
Department of Finance’s 
finding that the city was 
prohibited from proceed-
ing with Project Phoenix 
and that the bond pro-
ceeds be spent in accor-
dance with the state’s 
dictates.   

 The state Department 
of Finance, the entity 
against whom the city 
filed its suit, last Decem-

ber told Sacramento Su-
perior Court Judge Mi-
chael P. Kenny that the 
Twentynine Palms Rede-
velopment Agency, like 
several others, “rushed to 
encumber future tax in-
crement revenues” ahead 
of their legislated demise 
in December 2011. The 
department alleged that 
in March 2011, Twenty-
nine Palms “conceived, 
authorized, issued and 
sold” $12 million in tax 
allocation bonds for the 
Project Phoenix down-
town development and 
an affordable housing 
plan without contracts to 
build or a definite plan 
for spending the pro-
ceeds.”

Ultimately, however, 
Kenny ruled against the 
Department of Finance 
in April and granted 
the petition for a writ 
of mandate on behalf 
for the city of Twenty-
nine Palms as successor 
agency, allowing the city 
to utilize the bond mon-
ey for the fulfillment of 
Project Phoenix.

In June, the Depart-

ment of Finance filed 
an appeal of Kenny’s 
ruling. The department 
now faces an October 
20 deadline for the de-
partment to file a brief 
in which it must lay out 
its reasoning as why the 
city should not be en-
titled to proceed with 
Project Phoenix. The 
State Controller has 
joined with the Depart-
ment of Finance in as-
serting that Kenny erred 
in his April ruling and 
the city should not be al-
lowed to utilize the bond 
funding for the project. 
Specifically, the control-
ler took issue with the 
city having transferred 
into the former redevel-
opment agency’s account 
$2.1 million to pay for 
the acquisition of four 
properties on Donnell 
Hill related to the Project 
Phoenix effort.

That matter may have 
been complicated by 
the consideration that 
a member of the bond 
funding oversight board, 
Owen Gillick, had prof-
ited in the sale of two 

of those properties, 
which he owned. Gil-
lick’s functioning as an 
oversight board member 
came after the fact, leav-
ing the controller with 
no issue to exploit. 

According to a con-
sultant working for the 
city in the capacity of 
community development 
director, Matt McCleary, 
Twentynine Palms has 
been audited several 
times by the state since 
the dissolution of the 
redevelopment agency. 
The State Controller has 
taken issue with redevel-
opment agencies repay-
ing loans they may have 
received from their cities 
prior to the redevelop-
ment agency dissolu-
tions. Some municipali-
ties have contested those 
restrictions, however. 

McCleary provided 
the city council with an 
update of the situation 
with regard to the Proj-
ect Phoenix funds on 
September 21. McCleary 
said the city may be as-
sisted in its effort to re-
coup the redevelopment 

money by Assembly 
Bill 2493, which allows 
proceeds from bonds is-
sued between January 
and June 2011 to be used 
if the successor agency 
can prove that there were 
some specific projects in 
place prior to 2011 to use 
the proceeds. Assembly 
Bill 2493 is awaiting the 
signature of the gover-
nor.

The city has grounds 
to establish that it had 
tentative plans to use the 
bond money, since Proj-
ect Phoenix had been 
on the drawing boards 
in one form or another 
since 2009. Neverthe-
less, according to deputy 
attorney general Michael 
Witmer, the $12 mil-
lion of the tax allocation 
bonds issued by the city 
– offered to bondholders 
in March 2011 – while 
earmarked for Project 
Phoenix, contained no 
concomitant contracts 
to build anything or a 
defined plan of how the 
bond proceeds were to 
be expended.

GOP Candidate Mayes Looks Toward Easy Victory In Heavily Republican 40th District
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said. “The city stuck the 
residents with the cost of 
these improvements that 
the developers did not 
pay They are now ask-

ing the residents to vote 
a higher assessment on 
themselves to make up 
for their generosity to 
the developers who gave 
them money to get elect-
ed. People do not want 
to pay the higher as-

sessment. They see right 
through this. They see 
how it is that their elect-
ed leadership was doing 
favors for their political 
donors at the expense of 
the residents of the city.  
This reflects poorly on 

our current leadership.”
If elected, Jimenez 

said, he would hold those 
who are profiting from 
development account-
able, insisting they pay 
their fair share up front 
so that the residents don’t 

end up defraying the cost 
of the improvements that 
benefited those develop-
ers.

“I think we should be 
more environmentally 
responsible so we don’t 
see the problems we 

have now,” he said. 
Along the same lines, 

Jimenez said the city 
must reduce the intensity 
of any future residential 
development.  

“We are seeing a 
movement in Rancho 
Cucamonga that I do 
not support,” he said. 
“They are building more 
and more high density 
housing, a lot of apart-
ments and townhomes. 
We don’t have the pub-
lic transportation to go 
along with it. I live near 
Baseline and Archibald. 
There was always a 
problem with traffic, but 
with what we are doing 
now and the density of 
development that is com-
ing in, it is getting worse. 
What are we doing in the 
city to promote better 
transportation? We have 
to give public transpor-
tation options to our resi-
dents.” 

The city should give 
serious consideration, 
Jimenez said, to “build-
ing light rail along Foot-
hill and Baseline, which 
would be perfect for that. 

cess. It would be com-
pletely free, like using 
the streets. The informa-
tion highway should be 
considered a public util-
ity.”

Piper, who ran for 
town council unsuccess-
fully in 2012, saw his 
campaign given a boost 
when city officials, in 
particular code enforce-
ment director Jim An-
dersen and one of his 
crews, overstepped their 
authority and on Sep-
tember 22 took it upon 
themselves to remove 
a series of Piper’s cam-
paign signs that he and 
his supporters had erect-
ed on the hilly landscape 
to the side of Highway 
18 in its approach to the 
Mojave Narrows.

Piper had studied the 
town’s ordinance regu-
lating political signage. 
He designed the signs 
to comply with the 18 
square foot limitation 
contained in the ordi-
nance. But rather than 
fitting the message “Tom 
Piper for Town Council” 
within the 18 square foot 
dimension, he allotted 

one sign for each letter 
in all of the words, with 
the exception of “for, 
which he fit on one sign. 
Owing to the heat on 
September 22, Piper and 
his band of electoral con-
federates knocked off af-
ter they had erected the 
first eleven of the signs, 
intending to return the 
following morning when 
it was cooler to finish the 
job.

Andersen, using his 
own authority and with-
out checking first to see 
if the signs were, as post-
ed, in fact a violation of 
the city’s code, had the 
signs dismantled.

Piper learned of the 
town’s action shortly 
thereafter. He called 
town manager Frank 
Robinson, who defended 
Anderson’s illegal action 
as legally justified and 
referred Piper to town 
attorney John Brown. 
Brown, after some ini-
tial hesitation, closely 
examined the town code 
and discovered that Pip-
er’s signs were in fact 
in compliance Commu-
nication from Brown to 
Robinson followed and 
the signs were released 
from the town’s im-

pound yard. They were 
re-erected. 

The incident instan-
taneously elevated Piper 
among the candidates 
in the race, which in-
clude incumbents Scott 
Nassiff, Curt Emick 
and Barb Stanton, all of 
whom were viewed, by 
some in the community, 
as being ultimately re-
sponsible for Robinson’s 
and Andersen’s faux pas. 
There were disparate 
calls from throughout 
the community for An-
dersen’s firing and Rob-
inson’s suspension.

Councilman Scott 
Nassiff said of the signs, 
“Personally, I thought he 
did something that was 
a little bit different, cre-
ative,” Nassiff said. “I 
thought it was great. It 
turned out they were not 
over the square foot lim-
it.” Nassiff did not quite 
concede that code en-
forcement had done any-
thing wrong in removing 
the signs. “I think they 
were looking at them ho-
listically,” Nassiff said. 
“They looked at them all 
as one complete sign and 
not separate. In my opin-
ion they didn’t violate 
any laws. They interpret-

ed it as they normally 
would as overall square 
footage on a business 
sign, which is subject to 
our code. There is noth-
ing about political signs 
being used that way, 
nothing that spells it out. 
In the interest of fairness 
we are letting them stay 
up. They were  back up 
in 24 hours.”

Emick said he was not 
in favor of disciplining 
Andersen or Robinson 
for their violation of Pip-
er’s rights. He said code 
enforcement should be 
given a pass for its trans-
gression because “the 
signs were so unusual. 
It was a misunderstand-
ing. It’s not every day 
that a candidate puts a 
campaign sign up that is 
like the Hollywood sign 
in several pieces. It was 
very unusual.” 

“They tore my signs 
down,” Piper told the 
Sentinel. “I called code 
enforcement and they 
said they were illegal be-
cause of their size.  I said 
they weren’t illegal and 
they just hung up on me. 
I called the town manag-
er. They were basically 
being a bunch of tyrants. 
The signs weren’t il-

legal. They’re not sup-
posed to tear anyone’s 
signs down. That was il-
legal. The next day after 
I confronted them and 
didn’t back down, the 
city attorney made them 
release them. They were 
caught breaking the law. 
They have to clean house 
in the code enforcement 
department and this is 
a good start. I might as 
well say it like it is. They 
are control freaks, do-
ing the bidding of the 
ultra-rich. I just might 
pull off getting elected. 
There are a few other 
decent people running. 
If we can get in, we can 
change this town.”

Piper said his post-
ing of the signs was not 
an act of defiance but an 
assertion of his rights. 
He dwelled on the fact 
that “I am a Libertarian. 
I am a member of the 
San Bernardino County 
Libertarian Party. I am 
a stickler for human 
rights, Constitutional 
Rights. I will make more 
noise about that stuff 
than any other elected 
officials I have seen. I 
am pro-marijuana. It 
should never have been 
illegal to begin with. I 

am an old hippy and I 
have been smoking it for 
40 years. I haven’t seen a 
problem yet. The people 
of California voted for it 
to be legal 18 years ago 
and the state has now 
given us a way to have it 
legally. I have a prescrip-
tion and I grow my own. 
A few years ago no one 
running for office would 
expound on this but the 
political atmosphere has 
changed. I am the fur-
thest thing from a politi-
cian there is.”

Piper graduated from 
Edgewood High School 
in West Covina and at-
tended Mt. San Anto-
nio College in Pomona, 
where he got his degree 
in liberal arts. He served 
in the United States 
Air Force from 1966 to 
1970. He is a structural 
composite engineer. He 
is on the faculty of the 
Art Center College of 
Design. He was a mem-
ber of the Apple Valley 
Wind Turbine Working 
Committee. Married, he 
is separated with three 
stepchildren. 
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to 14 charges against 
him and turned state’s 
evidence. He then tes-
tified before a second 
grand jury, which hand-
ed down a superseding 
29-count indictment that 
renamed Erwin and in-
dicted Burum, Biane and 
Kirk.

All four have pleaded 
not guilty and are seek-
ing to clear their names.

After the 29-count 
indictment was handed 
down on May 9, 2011, 
defense attorneys filed 
demurrers challenging 
the sufficiency of the 
case on a host of legal, 
factual and technical 
grounds. In August 2011, 
Judge Brian McCarville 
granted several of those 
demurrers, throwing out 
a number of the charg-
es. The prosecution ap-
pealed McCarville’s rul-
ing to the Fourth District 
Court of Appeal, a move 
which was matched by 
defense attorneys, who 
asserted that McCarville 
should have dispensed 
with even more of the 
charges than he actually 
did. The Fourth District 
Court upheld McCar-
ville on all but one of 
his rulings favoring the 
defense and, in addition, 
threw out even more of 
the charges. Prosecutors 
then filed a last-minute 
appeal of the Fourth Dis-
trict Court’s ruling with 
the California Supreme 
Court.

After a year-long de-
lay, the Supreme Court 
reinstated the charges 
and sent the matter back 
to the trial court, where 

it is being heard by Su-
perior Court Jude Mi-
chael  A. Smith.  Defense 
attorneys filed a series of 
five motions with Smith 
seeking the dismissal of 
the entirety of the case, 
based on a number of 
grounds, including stat-
ute of limitations,  lack 
of probable cause, jury 
misinstruction, prosecu-
torial misconduct in hav-
ing raided the defense 
camp and seizing privi-
leged materials crucial to 
the defense, along with 
prosecutorial and inves-
tigator misconduct. In 
his first ruling on those 
motions, Smith granted 
the dismissal of the  issue 
at the heart of the case, a 
single conspiracy charge 
against each of the de-
fendants, upon which the 
primary narrative of the 
case was hinged, includ-
ing 43 overt acts. Smith 
granted that motion on 
his interpretation of the 
law that held conspiracy 
charges are subject to a 
strict three-year statute 
of limitations rather than 
the four years alleged by 
the prosecution. Because 
the last overt act of the 
conspiracy, that is, the 
final delivery of the al-
leged bribe money in the 
form of the contributions 
to the political action 
committees, occurred in 
June and July of 2007 
and the indictment did 
not come until May 2011, 
Smith concurred with 
the pleadings of Burum’s 
attorney, former federal 
judge Stephen Larson, 
that the  statute of limita-
tions had been exceeded.

Larson and the de-
fense camp seemed to 
be making headway 
with Smith’s next rul-
ing, which likewise was 
based on statute of limi-
tations grounds, that 

sought the dismissal of 
twelve other charges in 
the case. Larson cogent-
ly argued that the stature 
of limitations on those 
charges had likewise 
been exceeded in that the 
victim, i.e., the county 
and its officials, knew of 
or had strong grounds to 
suspect as early as 2006 
that the illegal activity 
described in the indict-
ment had taken place, 
thus making the May 
2011 indictment too late 
given the three-year stat-
ute of limitations. Smith 
granted that motion but  
then attenuated that de-
fense victory by grant-
ing  the prosecution the 
opportunity to amend 
the complaint to clarify 
that both law enforce-
ment officers and county 
officials had no substan-
tial indication that the 
alleged crimes had oc-
curred until November 
2008. Prosecutors in Au-
gust availed themselves 
of that option by filing 
an amended indictment 
with that clarification, 
preserving those charg-
es.

When Smith turned to 
the motions  for dismiss-
al based on lack of prob-
able cause, jury misin-
struction, prosecutorial 
misconduct and inves-
tigator misconduct, he 
uniformly denied those 
motions,  allowing that 
portion of the case relat-
ing to  misappropriation 
of public funds – Penal 
Code Section 424 – to 
proceed,  as well as sus-
taining the charges of  
tax and perjury against 
Erwin that were based 
upon his not having 
properly reported having 
received gifts from Bu-
rum. Smith did dismiss 
another set of perjury 
and tax fraud charges 

against Erwin, Biane 
and Kirk relating to the 
contributions to the po-
litical action committees 
they controlled, ruling 
such political donations 
cannot be considered in-
come to the founders of 
the political action com-
mittees (PACS) or those 
in control of them. Smith  
also dismissed con-
flict-of-interest charges 
against Burum and Er-
win, reasoning that Bu-
rum was never a public 
official and Erwin was 
not one at the time of the 
events in question.

In all, Smith threw out 

by allowing the prosecu-
tion to amend the dates 
of the alleged bribery 
counts. This part of the 
writ of mandate touched 
on several highly tech-
nical and arcane prov-
inces of law, including 
assertions that “The trial 
court applied the wrong 
legal standard in evaluat-
ing whether the evidence 
presented to the grand 
jury supported the pro-
posed amendment,” that 
the “trial court's error 
was prejudicial because 
the People utterly failed 
to meet their burden to 
show that sufficient evi-
dence was presented to 
the grand jury to support 
the amended tolling alle-
gation,” that a  “payment 
made after an official 
act is not bribery under 
California law,” that an 
“after-the-fact payment 
is not part of a ‘continu-
ing crime’ involving an 
already completed brib-
ery,” that the “trial court 
improperly disregarded 
California law in favor 
of a century-old case 
from New York,” and 
that the “trial court's er-
ror was prejudicial be-
cause the People failed 
to meet their burden to 
show sufficient evidence 
supporting the amended 
bribery dates.”

In the second half 
of the writ of mandate, 
Larson changes gears, 
moving away from 
more esoteric areas of 
the law to focus on the 
more accessible and eas-
ily understood concept 
of the prosecution ei-
ther misrepresenting or 
withholding evidence 
to and from the grand 
jury. The writ asks the 
Fourth Court of Appeal 
to examine Smith’s re-
jection of the so-called 
so-called Johnson mo-
tion,  named in reference 
to the precedent-setting 
case Johnson v. Superior 
Court, Larson’s  request 
that the charges against 
Burum be thrown out, 
citing allegations pros-
ecutors withheld excul-
patory evidence from the 
grand jury.

The explication of the 
basis for Larson’s request 
that the appellate court 
make a finding that the 
charges be thrown out 
on these grounds makes 
the most compelling ar-
gument for Burum’s in-
nocence contained in the 

document.
“A grand jury's pur-

pose is to stand ‘solidly 
between the ordinary cit-
izen and an overzealous 
prosecutor,’” Larson and 
his co-counsel, Dennis 
Fischer, state in the writ. 
“It must not act as a pros-
ecutor's ‘rubber stamp,’ 
but instead should be ‘an 
independent bulwark’ of 
justice.”

But because of the 
way in which prosecu-
tors selectively present-
ed information to the 
grand jury, according to 
Larson and Fischer,  the 
grand jury failed to act 
independently and ulti-
mately rubber stamped 
the prosecutions ver-
sion of events.. “[A]s 
Mr. Burum established 
in his Johnson Motion, 
the People withheld 
exculpatory evidence 
from the grand jury that 
would have eviscerated 
their circumstantial case 
against him,” the writ 
states. “At its core, the 
People's case is founded 
on the testimony and 
guilty plea of former Su-
pervisor Postmus. The 
People repeatedly told 
the grand jury that Mr. 
Postmus had pled guilty 
to the crimes of receiv-
ing bribes, misappro-
priating public moneys, 
and violating Califor-
nia's conflict of interest 
laws. They also heard 
Mr. Postmus testify that 
Mr. Burum had alleg-
edly promised to sup-
port him in the future ei-
ther in politics or future 
business ventures if he 
voted for the settlement. 
But the grand jury was 
not told the rest of the 
story: That within the 

eleven of the 29 charges, 
but left nearly two thirds 
of the case, consisting of 
18 of the counts, intact.

In response, both the 
prosecution and defense 
again sought to second 
guess the trial court, 
appealing Smith’s deci-
sions to the Fourth Dis-
trict Court of Appeal. 
For its part the prosecu-
tors, consisting of Su-
pervising Deputy Cali-
fornia Attorney General 
Melissa Mandel and San 
Bernardino County 
deputy district attorneys 
Michael Abney, Lewis 
Cope and Reza Sadeghi, 
have indicated they want 
the single conspiracy 
charge against each de-
fendant thrown out by 
Smith reinstated.  In his 
first filing with the ap-
pellate court, Larson on 
September 16 filed a writ 
of prohibition, challeng-
ing every ruling Smith 
made in favor of the 
prosecution relating to 
the motions to dismiss 
the charges against Bu-
rum. On September 26, 
Larson followed the writ 
for prohibition with a 
writ of mandate.

In the first part of the 
writ of mandate, Larson 
asserted Smith erred in 
allowing the prosecution 
to amend the indictment 
to, “circumvent” the stat-
ute of limitations. Larson 
further maintains Smith 
compounded that error 
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Ontario Can 
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Writ Claims Pros-
ecutors Withheld 
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sensible and lucrative departure from your old one.

We operate in an environmentally responsible manner. 

1125 E California St, Ontario                   (909) 983-9695

two months prior to this 
testimony, Mr.Postmus 
repeatedly and unequiv-
ocally denied to district 
attorney investigators 
that there was any brib-
ery or other wrongdoing 
relating to the settlement. 
What the record shows 
but what the grand jury 
was never told—is that 
Mr. Postmus initially re-
sisted those efforts, con-
tinuing to maintain that 
no bribery or wrongdo-
ing occurred.”

To back up this asser-
tion, Larson and Fischer 
provide the following 
transcript of an inter-

rogation of Postmus by 
district attorney’s of-
fice investigators Hollis 
“Bud” Randles and Rob-
ert Schreiber.

Bob Schreiber: Okay. 
There are discussions 
about taking care of you 
politically. Let's hear 
about that.

Bill Postmus: Well, 
Yeah. No. He — he had 
said that that they would 
support me in the future, 
that he would personally 
support me in the future.

Schreiber: If --
Postmus: He didn't 

say if the settlement was 
done. He said he would 
support me in the future.

Schreiber: If — if 
what?

Postmus: Well, I mean 
Jeff and I were good 

friends. You know.
Schreiber: Okay. 

Come on, Bill --
Postmus: No. I'm not. 

You want me to tell you 
the truth and [inaudible] 
that's what I'm doing.

Postmus: [Mr. Bu-
rum] never crossed the 
line with me with regards 
to the Colonies.

Bud Randles: What 
about incentives that, 
uh, he proposed, uh, for 
you to approval the Col-
onies settlement?

Postmus: Like, with 
respect to what, Bud?

Randles: Like, I will 
support your candidacy 
for the assessor.

Postmus: No, well, he 
- he never did that. Be-
cause, I mean, he never 
did — he never said 

that. He never – never 
said that. He was very 
clear — he was very, 
very clear, Jeff was, that 
he wasn't going to sup-
port or give anybody or 
do anything during the 
Colonies settlement.

Randles: There was a 
$100,000 that was con-
tributed to you and oth-
ers that, uh, approved 
the lawsuit and Jim Er-
win, who facilitated it. 
This $100,000 was dis-
cussed with you prior to 
the lawsuit being settled. 
The $100,000 contribu-
tion to you in some form.

Postmus: No. No. 
That was not discussed. 
As I stated earlier that 
was discussed after I 
was sworn in as Asses-
sor. It was never dis-

cussed prior.
Randles: The 

$100,000 contributions 
to others that were in-
volved in the approving 
of this lawsuit was dis-
cussed with you prior to 
the lawsuit . . .

Postmus: No.
Randles: . . . being 

settled.
Postmus: No. It was 

discussed after. Money 
– money was never — 
money was never dis-
cussed.

Randles: Character-
ize the $100,000, uh, that 
went to you from Colo-
nies Partners, uh, that 
was for what purpose?

Postmus: Well, it was 
a campaign contribution 
after the fact.

Randles: For what 

purpose?
Postmus: Well, I'm not 

gonna, you know, I'm not 
going to say because I 
do not, you know, I'm not 
going to say because I 
don't . . . Ya know, I know 
what you want me to say, 
but, I-I, you know.”

According to Larson 
and Fischer, “The People 
also hid from the Grand 
Jury similarly exculpa-
tory statements.”

Supervising Deputy 
California Attorney 
General Mellissa Man-
del indicated through her 
secretary she would have 
no comment on the mat-
ter outside of court fil-
ings and the courtroom 
until the case concludes.

to relinquish the airport, 
bringing into dispute the 
assertion that airport’s 
selling price should ex-
ceed the more than $500 
million Los Angeles and 
Los Angeles World Air-
ports have invested in 
the aerodrome.  

“From 1983 to 2000, 

at least $70,671,043 [in] 
revenue was generated 
at Ontario International 
Airport in excess of its 
costs and was retained 
by Los Angeles World 
Airports,” according 
to Cronthall, Sveslosky 
and La Tempa. “Ontario 
expects that further fi-
nancial analysis will dis-
close that Los Angeles 
World Airports retained 
additional funds gener-
ated at Ontario Interna-
tional Airport from 1980 

to the present.”
Los Angeles and Los 

Angeles World Airport 
officials indicated that 
they would limit public 
comment with regard to 
the effort to wrest con-
trol of Ontario Airport 
from them to the infor-
mation contained in its 
legal filings in the case. 

“The court documents 
speak for themselves,” 
said Los Angeles World 
Airports spokeswoman 
Maria Tesoro.  “Due to 

pending litigation, Los 
Angeles World Airports  
has no further com-
ments.”

hydrochloric acid and 
other chemical reagents 
used in rare earth pro-
duction, is operational 
and that its output is 

expected to increase as 
facility engineers con-
tinue to make equip-
ment repairs and address 
quality issues related to 
the brine feedstock that 
have been impacting the 
plant's operations.                            

“Expanding our leach 
system is a significant 
step in our efforts to 
increase rare earth pro-
duction over the coming 
months at Mountain Pass 
and to continue to reduce 

our operating costs," said 
Geoff Bedford, Moly-
corp President and Chief 
Executive Officer.  "We 
remain committed to 
meeting our customers’ 
needs by building a glob-
al, vertically integrated 
company that produces 
rare earth materials in 
an environmentally su-
perior way and at a cost 
that is competitive with 
any other producer in the 
world."

Expanded Moun-
tain Pass Mine 
Leach System   
from page 3
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cation processed 11 re-
quests for waiver with 
regard to laws pertain-
ing to school construc-
tion bonds from school 
districts throughout the 
state, of which all were 
approved with condi-
tions.  

In 2012, six waiver 
requests were submit-
ted to the State Board of 
Education with five be-
ing approved with condi-
tions, and no action tak-
en on one.  Similarly, in 
2011 the State Board of 
Education approved nine 
out of ten requests with 
conditions. One request 
was withdrawn.  

Another restriction 
placed on school con-
struction bonds is that the 
tax rate levied as a result 
of any single election be 
no more than $60.00 for 
a unified school district 
per $100,000 of taxable 
property value.   

 These two restric-
tions have led school 
districts to use creative 
financing in order to ac-

complish the goals of 
the bond measure while 
keeping the outstand-
ing debt under the 2.50 
percent of the “total as-
sessed valuation of tax-
able property in the dis-
trict” and keeping each 
assessment to the prop-
erty owners at less than 
$60.00 per $100,000 of 
taxable property value. 

   The financing by 
school districts became 
so creative that it got the 
attention of the Califor-
nia state treasurer, the 
state schools chief and 
the California State Leg-
islature. School districts 
across the state were 
financing their school 
construction bonds with 
a very costly type of 
bond known as the capi-
tal appreciation bond or 
CABs.  

According to a news 
release from the Califor-
nia Department of Edu-
cation. dated January 
17, 2013, CABs “have 
forced taxpayers to pay 
more than 10 times the 
principal to retire the 
bonds.”  The news re-
lease continued, “The 
transactions have been 
structured with 40-year 
terms that delay interest 
and principal payments 
for decades, resulting in 

huge balloon payments 
and burdens on future 
taxpayers that cannot be 
justified.” 

 The reason these 
school districts were us-
ing CABs according to 
the news release was, 
“districts face a critical 
need to build or mod-
ernize facilities for their 
children,” and “falling 
property tax assess-
ments” combined with 
“revenue losses,” along  
with “statutory debt ser-
vice limits” and reduced 
“districts’ debt financing 
options.”  

  On October 2, 2013, 
California Governor Jer-
ry Brown signed legisla-
tion requiring the ratio 
of total debt service to 
principal for each bond 
series not exceed four to 
one, that districts with 
CAB financing be al-
lowed to payoff the bond 
“beginning on the tenth 
anniversary of the date 
the bond was issued,”  
that the district’s carry 
out an  independent fi-
nancial analysis, that 
the term not exceed 25 
years and that the item 
be placed on two sepa-
rate school board agen-
das that include spe-
cific information on any 
bonds having compound 

interest, that is, interest 
calculated on a balance 
that includes the interest 
accrued to date In other 
words, school districts 
can still finance their 
construction projects 
through CABs. They 
just have to be a little 
more transparent about 
it when they actually get 
ready to issue the bonds. 
They have to tell the 
school board the specif-
ics on the bonds they are 
seeking on two separate 
agendas, require the dis-
trict to obtain a financial 
analysis from a financial 
adviser unaffiliated with 
the school district, keep 
the ratio of total debt ser-
vice to principal at four 
to one for each bond se-
ries, restrict the term of 
the bond to 25 years or 
less, and the bondholders 
have to allow the school 
district to pay off the 
CABs after 10 years.    

As an example, if 
Measure M passes 
and Hesperia Unified 
School District issues 
$207,000,000 in bonds, 
the district can legally 
incur $828,000,000 in 
debt service, or equal to 
a four to one ratio of the 
bond indebtedness that 
the district is asking the 
voters to approve at the 

November 4, 2014 gener-
al election.  This means 
Hesperia schools will 
be provided with $207 
million to undertake im-
provements throughout 
the district, but the tax-
payers in the district will 
have to pay $828 million 
to retire the debt for uti-
lizing that money. 

   There are many 
different types of debt 
instruments. In the 
bond market there are 
Build America Bonds 
or BABs, current inter-
est bonds or CIBs, capi-
tal appreciation bonds 
or CABs, and convert-
ible capital appreciation 
bonds or CCABs.  

  One concern regard-
ing the $207 million 
bond measure requested 
by Hesperia Unified 
School District is that 
the district has hired as 
its financial consultant 
Dolinka Group, LLC., 
the same financial con-
sultant who advised the 
Poway Unified School 
District in its construc-
tion bond financing that 
will end up costing its 
taxpayers more than a 
billion dollars for $105 
million in up-front fi-
nancing, according to 
the Voice of San Diego.   

 California State Trea-

surer Public Information 
Officer Tom Dressler 
told the Sentinel that the 
most common type of 
bond financing used by 
school districts are the 
current interest bonds or 
CIBs.          

If 55 percent of vot-
ers within the Hesperia 
Unified School District 
boundaries approve of 
the $207 million bond 
measure to pay for ac-
quisition, construction 
and improvement to its 
facilities, the Hesperia 
Unified School District 
through its bond brokers 
will go to Wall Street 
with a variety financing 
instruments in order to 
fund the amount of mon-
ey as authorized by the 
bond measure approved 
by its voters.  

For example, if the 
voters approved a bond 
measure of $207 million, 
then the school district 
through its bond brokers 
will package several in-
dividual bond sales, us-
ing a different types of 
bond instruments. They 
will go out to the mar-
ket and obtain the mar-
ket interest rate for that 
day and for their type of 
bond, marketing them 

Hesperia Voters 
To Consider Ex-
pensive Type Of 
Bond Funding For 
Schools On No-
vember 3  
from front page
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

 Coroner case #701407230 – On 09/27/2014 at 9:00 P.M., 29 year-old Landers resident Katrina Eberhardt  was the passenger on a 1983 ATV traveling north on 
Booth Rd. near Joshua Lane, in Landers.  The  ATV left the roadway and overturned. Eberhardt was pronounced dead at the scene.  The California Highway Patrol 
is investigating. [09302014 0812 SY] 

Coroner Case #701407258 – On 09/29/2014 at about 5:36 AM, dispatchers from the California Highway Patrol (CHP) began receiving 911 calls regarding a pe-
destrian struck by a vehicle on the Interstate 215 southbound south of the Rialto Avenue undercrossing in San Bernardino. When officers arrived, they found that a 
Hispanic male, 60 years-old, down on the freeway. Paramedics from American Medical Response (AMR) arrived and transported him to Loma Linda University 
Medical Center (LLUMC) where he was pronounced dead at 6:20 AM. The California Highway Patrol is investigating the circumstances of the collision. The name 
will be released when the next-of-kin has been located and notified. 

Coroner Cases #701407267 and #701407273 – On 9/29/2014 at 10:01 AM, Walter Kovacs, a 77 year old resident of Lake Arrowhead, was driving a 2002 Subaru 
Forester southbound on Highway 18 and collided head-on with a northbound Honda CRV driven by Anna Trucks-Fivgas, a 22 year old resident of Running Springs. 
Kovacs was pronounced dead at the scene at 1007 hours by paramedics. Trucks-Fivgas was transported to St. Bernardine Medical Center where she was pronounced 
dead at 1051 hours. The California Highway Patrol is investigating the collision. 

Coroner Case #701407261 – On 09/29/2014 at 7:11 AM, 911 calls were received indicating shots fired and a man down in the 700 block of N. Arrowhead Ave. in 
San Bernardino. When officers' arrived, they found Lamarco Quentez Graham, 21 year-old resident of San Bernardino, down in the courtyard area of an apartment 
complex with upper body trauma. Paramedics responded and transported him to Loma Linda University Medical Center where he was pronounced dead at 8:46 
AM. An autopsy will be conducted later this week to determine the cause of death.  The San Bernardino Police Department - Homicide Detail is conducting the 
investigation. 

Coroner case 701407200 – Back on Monday, 09/22/2014, Sterling Michael Marshall, a 29 year old resident of Colorado Springs, was reported missing to the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff Department. On Friday, September 26, 2014, just before 5:00 PM, Marshall’s pick-up truck, a red 1999 Dodge, was found in the open 
desert west of Barstow Rd., approximately two miles south of Barstow. Within were the bodies of a man and a dog. Examinations will be conducted early this week to 
attempt to determine the cause of the man’s death and confirm his identity. The San Bernardino County Sheriff Department is also investigating. [09/27/14 1330 TC] 

Coroner case #701407115 – On 09/23/2014 at 7:00 AM, Fontana Police Department received 911 calls reporting a vehicle had struck a pedestrian in the intersec-
tion of Miller Ave. and Alder Ave. in Fontana. Officers arrived to find 76 year-old Fontana resident Jose Rodriguez down in the intersection.  Paramedics from the 
San Bernardino County Fire Department arrived and pronounced Rodriguez dead at the scene.  The Fontana Police Department Traffic Division is investigating the 
collision. 

Coroner case #701407088 – On 9/21/2014 at 6:40 PM, 51 year-old Hesperia resident Kelly Shane Combs was traveling westbound on a 2000 Harley Davidson on 
Rock Springs Road west of Iroquois in Apple Valley when he collided with a 1993 Toyota 4Runner. Combs was pronounced dead at the scene at 6:53 PM by fire 
paramedics.  The CHP is investigating the accident. [092514 1008 SY] 

accordingly. 

 Documents obtained 
by the Sentinel reveal 
that the money obtained 
through Measure M, if 
approved by 55 percent 

of the school district’s 
registered voters, would 
be deposited into the 
bank accounts of Hes-
peria School District 

Financing Corporation.   
The district will then 
be free to disburse the 
money for those uses ap-
proved by the voters.

   According to its 
articles of incorpora-
tion, Hesperia School 
District Financing Cor-
poration, a California 

corporation formed on 
August 20, 1986, was 
created “To provide fi-
nancial assistance to the 
Hesperia School District 
by acquiring, construct-
ing and financing vari-
ous facilities, land and 
equipment, and the leas-
ing of facilities, land and 
equipment for the use, 
benefit and enjoyment of 
the public served by the 
District.  

   This corporation, 
Hesperia School Dis-
trict Financing Corpora-
tion, is registered with 
the California State At-
torney General’s Office 
as a charity corporation 
formed for a public bene-
fit and recognized by the 
state as a state charity on 
December 31, 1990.      

  The  board of direc-
tors of the financing cor-
poration, according to its 
articles of incorporation, 
has the power to “con-
trol” the business and 
affairs of the corpora-
tion, “select and remove 
all other officers, agents 
and employees of the 
corporation, prescribe 
such powers and duties 
for them as may not be 

Hesperia Vot-
ers Considering 
School Bonds  
from page 9

Continued on Page 11
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By Diane Dragotto 
Williams 

On September 15th, in 
a little village in Galena, 
Alaska, an unprincipled 
hunter took advantage 
of a female black bear 
foraging for food for her 
cubs, and shot and killed 
her for his trophy. He 
skinned her, carved her 
up, and took away her 
head, paws and other 
body parts for his use. 
This beautiful sow had 
spent months in hiberna-
tion, giving birth to three 
healthy cubs, raising 
them tenderly, protect-
ing them from predators. 
And at the right time, she 
brought them out of their 
den, to teach them how to 
live in the wild. She had 
spent hours daily groom-
ing, cleaning, feeding, 
nuzzling and comforting 
them from frightful nois-
es, animals, weather, and 
attacks of any kind. That 
fateful day, she had left 
them in a tree to wait for 
her return, so she could 
renew the sustenance her 
body needed to nurse 
her cubs, and find a new 

source of food for them. 
She gave her life for her 
babies that day, keeping 
the location of the cubs 
away from the hunter. 
Despite the fact that the 
hunter took this bear il-
legally in an Alaskan 
Village where hunting is 
prohibited, he was able 
to do this ghastly deed, 
and get away with it, 
much to the horror of the 

it to their only source 
of protection, that tree, 
where they kept close 
her remains as a point of 
comfort. Abandoned and 
alone, as they grew hun-
gry, not understanding 
their plight, they literally 
reached out their arms to 
humans that found them. 
It broke the hearts of 
all those who happened 
upon them.

These lovers of nature 
contacted the Alaskan 
authorities to find out 
what could be done. Due 
to Alaska Fish and Game 
regulations, the cubs did 
not qualify for rehabili-
tation, and the only re-
sort left to them was to 
find a permanent home 
in captivity. None could 
be found in Alaska, so 
Wildhaven Ranch was 
called, and we all began 
to invest our time to help 
find a home for these 
desperate cubs. Daily, 
many natives have pro-
tected the trio from dan-
ger, diligently seeking 
for a resolve to the mur-
der of the cubs' mother. 
Waiting permits, trans-
portation, and hopefully, 
a new home in Colorado 
for the cubs, agonizing 
days of the unknown 
have faced these ursines, 
and the villagers who 
have respect for the lives 
of these bears. Finally, 
September 29, the three 

and, ultimately, the three 
bear cubs? We live in a 
world where, daily, hid-
eous acts are done in the 
name of private beliefs, 
personal agendas and 
philosophies.  If we can 
learn that integrity be-
gins at treatment of the 
bottom of the life cycle, 
where we are charged 
to honor what we have 
been given, then per-
haps there is hope. We 
must be challenged to be 
good stewards of life, so 
that evil unchallenged 
will not continue to per-
sist, at least in those in-
stances when good can 
overcome it.  Even seem-
ingly, unimportant to 
some, the senseless kill-
ing of a mother sow in 
far away Alaska speaks 
to us in San Bernardino 
County.  May those little 
survivors, who, unfortu-
nately must now live in 
captivity, tell their tale, 
and cause those who will 
listen to respect the pre-
cious gift of life. 

Wildhaven Ranch is 
a wildlife sanctuary in 
Cedar Glen that gives 
programs to the public 
by appointments only.  
Bears, Bobcat, Coyotes, 
Deer, Eagles, Falcon, 
Hawk, Owl and Rac-
coons are seen “up close 
and personal” in guided 
tours.  For reservations, 
call (909) 337-7389.

natives and residents of 
Galena.   

The hunter also forev-
er altered the lives of the 
bear’s three offspring.  If 
it weren't for the com-
passionate hearts of the 

village residents, these 
orphans would have died 
slowly of starvation, 
been eaten savagely by 
predators, or died a slow 
death of hypothermia in 
the approaching snow. 
Spotted clinging to that 
tree, the cubs cried out 
for their mother, and be-
gan to search for her in 
the forest. They found 
part of her hide and drug 

bears were flown out of 
Galena, thanks to the 
Alaska Humane Society 
and Fish and Game to a 
safe place while prepara-
tions are made for their 
new home for life.

What lesson can be 
learned from this singu-
lar, unknown act of self-
ishness that the hunter 
inflicted upon the moth-
er bear, the villagers, 

We could definitely do 
that along those corri-
dors. If it was planned 
out, we could make 
the commitment and it 
could eventually con-
nect with the Gold Line, 
when it comes this far. 
Right now the Gold Line 
is scheduled to stop in 
Montclair. If we neglect 
planning for it, it will 
never get here.”

He decried the cur-
rent council’s decision to 
impose a parking fee at 
the Rancho Cucamonga 
Metrolink Station park-
ing lot. “We are the only 
city in the county with 
a parking fee,” he said. 
“That five dollars is in 
addition to the fare. One 
of the first things I would 
do is work to eliminate 
that fee. How do you 
encourage people to use 
public transportation if 
you are charging them 
for parking? They might 
just as well drive.”  

Jimenez railed against 
“special interests” which 
he said exercise inordi-
nate influence at City 
Hall. “We have three 
former firefighters on 
the city council. Every-
thing gets cut but the fire 
department. Something 
needs to be done. A hand-

ful of special interests 
are running our city. We 
need to vote the people 
who are backed by the 
special interests out. The 
special interests put up a 
lot of money to get what 
they want out of gov-
ernment. That has to be 
done away with. Every-
one should have a voice 
and not just one group. 
It is hard to get elected 
nowadays without a lot 
of money. I am knocking 
on a lot of doors and try-
ing to introduce myself. 
I can’t knock on every 
door in the city. It’s too 
big. I think we should 
go to districts so we can 
have adequate represen-
tation. Without districts, 
it’s hard for a little guy 
to get elected in this city.  
I would also definitely 
push for term limits. We 
have council members 
who have been on there 
for over 20 years.”

Jimenez said he mer-
its the consideration of 
the city’s voters because 
“I’ve been very commit-
ted. I am now running 
for the third time. Run-
ning after losing twice 
shows how committed I 
am. I make an effort to 
study the issues. I attend 
the city council meet-
ings. I do my homework. 
If an issue comes up, I 
will look into it. When 
there was protest about 

the animal shelter I con-
tacted the director of the 
facility and got the facts 
for myself. I have been 
studying the issues for 
long enough that I will 
be ready to serve from 
the time I am elected.”

Jimenez continued, “I 
am one of the working 
people of the communi-
ty. It is the working peo-
ple I want to represent. 
I am in touch with what 

the constituents want. I 
am doing this for good 
reasons. I am a father 
now, so the answers and 
decisions I would put in 
place will not be for the 
short term but for the 
long run. Whatever so-
lution we come up with 
now are going to have 
to work 20 or 30 years 
down the line. I would 
be a dedicated public 
servant.” 

Jimenez 
from page 6

inconsistent with law or 
the articles of incorpora-
tion by by-laws, fix their 
compensation and re-
quire from them security 
for faithful service” and 
power “to borrow money 
and incur indebtedness.”   

  The articles of incor-
poration explain, “The 
property, assets, profits 
and net revenues of this 
corporation are irrevoca-
bly dedicated to the dis-
trict, provided, however, 
that until all indebted-
ness of this corporation 
shall have been paid, 

such net revenues may 
be used for the purpose 
of paying or calling for 
redemption any bonds, 
certificates of participa-
tion, debentures, notes 
or other evidences of 
such indebtedness.  
Upon the dissolution, 
liquidation or winding 
up of this corporation, or 
upon abandonment, the 
assets of this corpora-
tion remaining after pay-
ment of all or provision 
for all debts or liabilities 
of this corporation and 
after compliance with 
chapters 15,1 6 and 17 of 
the California Nonprofit 

Hesperia Voters To 
Consider Expen-
sive School Bonds  
from page 10
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Public Benefit Corpora-
tion Law shall be distrib-
uted to the district.”  

 In other words, the 
district’s assets were 
transferred to Hesperia 
School District Financ-
ing Corporation shortly 
after the organization 
was formed for the pur-
pose of “acquiring, con-
structing and financing 
various facilities, land 
and equipment and the 
leasing of facilities, land 
and equipment” in order 

to provide “financial as-
sistance” to the district.  

  The Hesperia Uni-
fied School District’s 
wish list of school 
improvements totals 
$614,807,000. Therefore 
the $207,000,000 bond 
it is asking the voters to 
approve is insufficient to 
complete all of the im-
provements the district 
intends to complete.  

According to docu-
ments obtained by the 
Sentinel, the Hesperia 
Unified School Dis-
trict intends to spend 
$25,571,000 at Carmel 
Elementary School, 

$24,640,000 at Cot-
tonwood Elementary 
School, $6,620,000 at 
Cypress School of the 
Arts, $23,929,000 at the 
Eucalyptus Elementary 
School, $17,941,000 at 
Hollyvale Elementary 
School, $39,209,000 at 
Joshua Circle Elementa-
ry School, $22,446,000 
at Juniper Elementary 
School, $22,382,000 at 
Kingston Elementary 
School, $8,486,000 at 
Krystal School of Math, 
Science and Technol-
ogy, $33,913,000 at 
Lime Street Elementary 
School, $28,137,000 

at Maple Elementary 
School, $21,035,000 at 
Mesa Grande Elemen-
tary School, $26,843,000 
at the Mesquite Trails 
Elementary School, 
$12,236,000 at Mis-
sion Crest Elementary 
School, $30,858,000 at 
the Topaz Preparatory 
Academy, $7,290,000 
at the Cedar Middle 
School, $50,120,000 at 
Hesperia Junior High 
School, $22,828,000 
at Ranchero Middle 
School, $5,883,000 at 
Canyon Ridge High 
School, $113,797 at 
Hesperia High School, 
$12,138,000 at Mojave 
High School, $16,618,000 
at Oak Hills High School, 
$36,567,000 at Sultana 
High School, $246,000 at 
Shadow Ridge Indepen-
dent Study, $1,509,000 
at Community Day 
and Adult School and 
$3,385,000 at Hesperia 
Alternative and Adult 
Education.  

 Historically, addi-
tional funds have been 
made available for 
school construction by 
the State of California. 

However, during this 
year’s budget process, 
Governor Brown did not 
provide  any monies for 
the purpose of school 
construction.    

 In past bond mea-
sures presented by the 
Hesperia Unified School 
District, the results have 
been varied. Voters ap-
proved a $2.75 million 
issuance by 94.1 percent 
in June of 2013 to pay for 
public school facilities; 
in June 2001 the district 
asked the voters to ap-
prove $35,000,000 in 
bond indebtedness,  with 
the measure failing to 

meet the 55 percent vote 
requirement and only 
35.8 percent of the vot-
ers endorsing it; in April 
1992 the voters approved 
$32,000,000 in bond in-
debtedness to construct a 
new high school; and in 
June of 1991 the Hespe-
ria Unified School Dis-
trict asked the voters to 
approve bond indebted-
ness of $32,000,000 for 
construction improve-
ments, which failed to 
pass when only 58 per-
cent of voters voted to 
approve, with a 66.7 per-
cent requirement to pass 
the measure.   

Hesperia School 
Bond Vote  
from page 11

Autumn is here and 
so is October. Definitely 
time to get the boots out, 
too! Make sure they're 
over the knee, because 

they're the staple of the 
season. We all love them 
and let’s admit that no 
matter how thin or thick 
our calves are, we all 
need them. They're great 
with oversized tops, 

and dresses can be a 
chic look with the over 
the knee boot. This boot 
style is also a great way 
to reinvent your ward-
robe for the fall season. 
They're sure to welcome 

winter in a sexy way, 
too. Boots are adored 
in leather and suede be-
cause both materials 
are perfect for your fall 
wardrobe. As always, if 
worn correctly they will 
look fab on your legs. 
Get your inspiration juic-
es flowing and start put-

ting your outfits together 
with your over the knee 
boots. It’s going to be a 
bold look because boots 
are meant to look tough, 
but once aquatinted with 

them you are sure to be 
so very chic. Enjoy the 
beginning of fall wrap-
ping your legs in boots.

sweaters, and skinny 
pants/tights. Also skirts 

"I like a high boot on 
a girl."         

~Ashton Kutcher


