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The San Bernardino 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office is exam-
ining whether Victor 
Valley College diverted 
bond money to cover 
college operations costs, 
which are outside the le-
gally permissible uses to 
which the money could 
be put. 

In 1997, Victor Val-
ley College issued $53 
million in certificates of 

participation, a type of 
sale and leaseback ar-
rangement, to finance 
capital improvements. 

The certificates were 
purchased by investors, 
who see a return of a 
fixed percentage of the 
value of the securities 
over a 35 year period. 
The proceeds from the 
certificate sales were 
supposed to be used to 
defray the cost of build-

ing college facilities, 
such as lecture halls, 
classrooms, labs and 
administration/faculty 
quarters. The debt to the 
certificate holders is ser-
viced by assessments on 
property located within 
the college district, col-
lected as part of each 
homeowner’s or parcel 
owner’s property tax 
bill. 

In 2008, $139 mil-

lion in bonds were issued 
on behalf of the college 
district after voters ap-
proved Measure JJ as a 
funding mechanism for 
campus improvements 
and expansion. 

About $53 million 
of the $139 million in 
bonds sold under Mea-
sure JJ were used in 
2009 to pay off cer-
tificates of participation 
originally issued in 1997 

for campus construc-
tion projects, accord-
ing to college records. 
Those projects included 
the building of the VVC 
Student Activities Cen-
ter and a remodel of the 
campus’s counseling and 
administration build-
ings.

A total of $3 million 
of the $53 million in cer-
tificate of participation 
money col-

Nearing the end 
of her first term on the 
Grand Terrace City 
Council, Darcy McNa-

boe is now challenging 
incumbent mayor Walt 
Stanckiewicz in the up-
coming November elec-
tion. 

McNaboe said she is 
running “because I want 
my mayor to represent 
the city as a good place 
to live and raise children 
regardless of the difficult 
time it is going though. I 
want  my mayor to rep-
resent all residents, even 
if there is disagreement 
on issues in the 

Dorothy Pineda said 
she is running for the 
California Assembly 
“because I am a small 
business owner and we 
need legislators with 
business sense and busi-
ness experience. We 
need lawmakers who 
have actually experi-
enced the impact of the 
laws that are being im-
posed on business opera-
tors by Sacramento.” 

Pineda is pitted 

against Democrat Fred-
die Rodriquez  in the 
52nd Assembly Dis-

trict, which comprises 
114,929 registered vot-
ers, 51,155 or 44.5 per-
cent of whom are Demo-
crats and 33,208 or 28.9 
percent of whom are Re-
publicans. Pineda said 
the major issue in the 
campaign is “the lack of 
jobs in the state of Cali-
fornia. We need more 
manufacturing business-
es in the state. We need 
to replace the manufac-
turing businesses we 

have lost. Those were 
the ones that employed 
our blue collar work-
ers. They represented 
our middle class, which 
is thinning out. It is a 
shame.”

Pineda continued, “I 
am for advancing edu-
cation for our children. 
My priorities are jobs, 
education and public 
safety.”

The solutions she 
envisages putting into 

place if she is elected to 
the legislature, Pineda 
said, consist of “repeal-
ing regulations and tax-
ing that does no good in 
terms of providing pub-
lic service, enhancing 
safety or protecting the 
environment. I would re-
peal unnecessary spend-
ing on public services 
that overlap with one 
another. That would free 
up money for needed 
services to our 

Wesley Bruhn, the 
former Colton police 
detective who acceded 
to the position of the 
Colton Police Officers 
Association president 
and as such once enjoyed 
power within Colton’s 
67-member police de-
partment that  rivaled 
and some said exceeded 
that of the police chief 
and the eleven other of-
ficers in the department 
who outranked him, is 
scheduled to go on trial 
next month.

Bruhn stands 
charged with having 
embezzled more than 
$165,000 from the union 
he once headed.

On November 9, 
2012 the San Bernardino 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office filed five 
counts of felony grand 
theft and one felony 
charge of forgery against 
Bruhn and obtained an 
arrest warrant against 
him from Judge William 
Jefferson Powell. Bruhn 
was not in custody at the 
time and was categorized 
as a fugitive. Five days 
later, Bruhn  surrendered 
to authorities at the San 
Bernardino County sher-
iff’s headquarters, and 
was promptly arrested. 
According to the district 
attorney’s office, Bruhn 
began appropriating for 
his own use union funds 
beginning in July 2008.

Bruhn was former-
ly the president of the 
Colton Police 

The Rancho Cu-
camonga City Coun-
cil this week made a 
$250,000 commitment 
to revitalize the signa-
ture amenity at Red Hill 
Park.

Earlier this year, upon 
the recommendation 
of Rancho Cucamonga 
Public Works Director 
Bill Wittkopf, the city 
council signed off on 
what was projected to 
be a $125,000 project 
to drain the man-made. 
1 million gallon-plus 

capacity basin, known 
as Red Hill Park Lake, 
which had over its 29–
year existence become 
encrusted with sludge, 
sediment and debris.

 The plan called for 
draining the facility, 
which was put in place 
in 1985 as an artful 
manifestation of a run-
off basin, and revamp-
ing its pumping system, 
circulation and aeration 
systems intended to keep 
the water from becoming 
stagnant. It was intended 

that the lake, which had 
become a habitat for fish 
and turtles and a landing 
spot for many migratory 
fowl, to serve as a res-
ervoir to store irrigation 
water for the park.

 The city entered into 
a $99,880 contract with 
United Storm Water to 
undertake the job, and 
under the guidance of 
Wittkopf and city en-
gineer Mark Steuer, 
the draining began in 
the spring. As the job 
p r o g r e s s e d , 

The Upland City 
Council Finance and 
Economic Development 
Committee this week 
rejected a gambit by cur-
rent city employees to 
lock the city into a policy 
of “ensuring” that Up-
land municipal employ-
ees will be paid salaries 
and provided benefits 
that are equal to or great-
er than those of city em-
ployees elsewhere.

Language to that ef-
fect was placed into a 
proposed ordinance that 

was billed as Upland’s 
“Fiscal Responsibility 
Act.” 

Though the staff re-
port to the finance com-
mittee that accompanied 
the proposed ordinance 
contained a statement 
for the ordinance/act that 
“The proposed action 
supports the city’s goal 
to provide fiscal steward-
ship for the city of Up-
land,” committee mem-

bers Brendan Brandt and 
Glenn Bozar appeared 
skeptical of the sugges-
tion that the ordinance, 
in total, represented a 
blueprint for responsible 
stewardship of the city’s 
money. 

On that score Brandt 
and Bozar found dubious 
the statement contained 
in the staff report that 
“There is no fiscal im-
pact with this item.” 

While the city for the 
last two years has osten-
sibly functioned with a 
balanced budget, it is on 
a collision course with 
fiscal reality in coming 
years. Two major inde-
pendent surveys  of the 
city’s financial condi-
tion, a 2012 auditor’s 
opinion from the certi-
fied public accounting 
firm Mayer Hoffman and
McCann and
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lected in 1997 was paid 
into the General Fund, 
according to the “Sum-
mary of Expenditures” 
posted at www.vvc.edu/
measurejj.

Measure JJ under-
taken pursuant to Propo-
sition 39, was authorized 
strictly to pay for capital 
improvements.

 In addition there 
were two previous issu-

ances of certificates of 
participation, in 1994 in 
which at least $40 million 
went into an investment 
account, designated as 
the GIC.  Subsequently, 
auditors with the states 
Junior College Accredit-
ing Commission traced 
$20 million transferred 
to the college’s general 
fund, where it was spent 
on payroll and operating 
expenses.  The remain-
ing $20 million is now 
sitting in the investment 
account.

Two members of 
the  Citizens Bond Over-

sight Committee, Mar-
shall Kagen and Larry 
Hoover, sensing the  
college district had run 
afoul of the law, Propo-
sition 39 and the terms 
of the bond sale, dug 
into the issue.

Kagan and Hoover, 
after achieving access to 
more  data, determined 
that about $20 million 
in bond funds had been 
diverted to payroll and 
operating expenses, and 
that another $20 million 
in an investment account 
was being drained each 
year to ongoing defi-

cits.”
They contacted the 

committee chairman, 
Richard  Greenwood 
to put the matter on 
the committee agenda. 
Greenwood refused, and 
instead, at the next meet-
ing, referred the mat-
ter to the district’s bond 
attorney, who advised 
that there was a 60 day 
statute of limitations on 
bond validation actions, 
and that therefore there 
was no reason to place 
Kagan and Hoover’s 
findings on the agenda.

When  Kagan re-

torted that they were 
not questioning the  va-
lidity of the bond issu-
ance, but the spending of 
bond proceeds, two en-
tirely different matters, 
Greenwood remained 
unmoved, and refused 
to place the item on the 
agenda. Greenwood 
cancelled the next meet-
ing at which Kagan and 
Hoover planned to again 
raise the issue.

“The question here 
is timing,” Kagan told 
the Sentinel. “If at the 
moment, the $53 mil-
lion, was used to payoff 

the 1997 certificate of 
participation debt, it was 
determined that it had 
not been incurred for 
capital projects, then the 
people involved, would 
be guilty of embezzle-
ment of public funds, 
and since there is no stat-
ute of limitations for that 
crime, somebody goes 
after them. However, 
a better interpretation, 
might be that if  even-
tually the $53 million is 
spent on capital projects, 
then all is well. Thus 
the $20 million now in 
the investment account, 
should be transferred to 
the capital projects fund 
and used to build those 
classrooms, and other 
projects. The $20 mil-
lion that was transferred 
to the general fund, 
and spent on payroll 
and operating expenses 
should be considered as 
an advance. And as an 
advance, it should be 
repaid to the investment 
account, and then to cap-
ital projects.”

All of this is playing 
against a backdrop that 
suggest the college has 
not always been mindful 
of legal financial proto-
col.  

Five years ago, the 
state’s community col-
lege accrediting com-
mission placed Victor 
Valley College on proba-
tion, with a possible loss 
of accreditation. While 
there were multiple is-
sues in the state’s action 
or issues that  could be 
and were corrected with 
a modicum of effort, 
the major issue was the 
college’s deficits. The 
commission insisted the 
deficits be ended. The 
college wrestled with the 
financial issue and ulti-
mately pushed last win-

Chuck Valvo is seek-
ing reelection to the Ad-
elanto City Council in 
November.

The city of 31,765 
finds itself in something 
of a fix, having declared 
a fiscal state of emer-
gency 14 months ago 
and city officials de-
crying the fact that city 
residents are unwilling 
to impose on themselves 
some form of taxing ar-

rangement that will help 
stave off what the city’s 

finance director says is a 
likely bankruptcy.

Despite the frustra-
tion inherent in the situa-
tion, Valvo said he wants 
to remain in office.

“We’re working ont 
the situation, trying to 
get the city in better 
shape. I’ve always been 
attracted to challenges,” 
he said.

Valvo said the city’s 
problem isn’t all that 

complicated.
“We are running out 

of money, as everybody 
knows. We are trying 
to find ways of getting 
more money into the city 
and improving our im-
age.”

Valvo said he had no 
magic bullet to cure the 
city’s financial woes.

“It is a team effort, Chuck Valvo
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
San Bernardino In The Spanish Era

Red Hill Park Lake  
from front page  

By Mark Gutglueck
Spanish missionar-

ies were the first Euro-
peans to settle the San 
Bernardino region. They 
chose the fertile valley at 
the foot of a majestic San 
Bernardino Mountains 

high up in the Descanso 
Mountains, learned the 
fugitives from military 
duty had possibly con-
tinued east into the Bor-
rego Desert.

Instead of heading 
into the desert, however

Fages headed north 
into what was then omi-
nous and forbidding 
back country.

He is believed to have 
followed the San Jacinto 
River entrance way from 
the Temecula Valley to 
the Perris Valley. Schol-
ars who have attempted 
to trace the Fages route 
from his diary believe 
Fages came into the San 
Bernardino Valley by 
way of Reche Canyon 
and exited to the Mojave 
Desert by either Lytle 
Creek or Cajon Pass, 
more probably the for-
mer.

On January 8, 1774, 
Juan Bautista de Anza, 
a Spanish explorer,  set 
forth from Tubac Presi-
dio, south of present day 
Tucson, Arizona with 3 
padres, 20 soldiers, 11 
servants, 35 mules, 65 
cattle, and 140 horses 
and reached Mission San 
Gabriel Arcángel, on 
March 22, 1774. On the 
way he passed through, 
or very near, what is now  
San Bernardino.

After Fages and De 
Anza, the next to sample 
San Bernardino was Fa-
ther Francisco Garces, a 
missionary priest, who 
had explored the Colo-
rado River Valley from 
around Yuma.

He crossed the Mojave 

associate of Father Juni-
pero Serra, also figures 
prominantly in the early 
exploration and eventual 
settling of San Bernardi-
no. He was intimately 
involved in the Chris-
tianization of the na-
tive California Indians. 
Arriving in California 
from the College of San 
Fernando in 1770 as one 
of the first two replace-
ments for the missionary 
band which had reached 
Alta California the year 
before, Father Dumetz 
served at Mission San 
Buena Ventura. Subse-
quently, he took charge 
of Mission San Fernan-
do, where he spent his 
most active years. This 
brought him closer to 
San Bernardino still. He 
moved closer yet to San 
Bernardino when upon 
his retirement from ac-
tive ovesight of the San 
Fernando Mission, he 
moved to San Gabriel 
where he assisted in that 
establishment, the cen-
tral one for the southern 
portion of the province.

Sometime after he 
came to San Gabriel, Fa-
ther Dumetz sojourned 
to San Bernardino. The 
first time he did so is lost 
to history, because re-
cords are so sketchy. 

What is known with 
absolute certainty is that 
on 

May 20, 1810, Father 
Dumetz was in San Ber-
nardino to set up an al-
tar in a planned effort to 
convert the Indians liv-
ing there. Padre Dumetz 
named the area “San 
Bernardino” after Saint 
Bernardino of Siena, the 
patron saint of the day 
on the Catholic Calen-
dar. Father Dumetz built 
a rude shelter, a capilla, 
to serve as a chapel and 

raised the cross, prob-
ably at what was later 
known as Bunker Hill, 
at what is now named De 
Siena Springs.

After erecting the ca-
pilla, Father Dumetz re-
turned to San Garbriel, 
where he died the follow-
ing year. Other priests, 
according to Father Juan 

almost at its door. The 
hot springs gushed forth 
black water, typical of 
the warm underground 
flow in the Bunker Hill-
Urbita district.

In 1819, Mission San 
Gabriel established Ran-
cho San Bernardino in 
the area. The mission-
aries took it upon them-
selves to look after both 
the the spiritual welfare 
and material well-being 
of the Indians, and in-
structed them on how to 
bring water down from 
Mill Creek for drinking, 
bathing and the irriga-
tion of crops. This con-
veyance was known a a 
zanja. The dates of 1820 
and 1823 are both given 
for the zanja construc-
tion. 

In 1826, Mexico 
gained independence 
from Spain. 

All missions were or-
dered closed by decree 
of California’s Governor 
Figeroa in 1834 and the 
mission period came to 
an end,bringing with 
it the era of the great 
ranchos. Within a few 
years, American such 
as Kit Carson and Jede-
diah Smith made their 
way to California and 
through San Bernardino 
or nearby. These events 
marked the end of Cali-
fornia’s Spanish period, 
and sowed the seeds of 
its eventual transference 
into the possession of the 
United States.

 
In composing this 

column, Mr. Gutglueck 
relied upon the historical 
links on the city of San 
Bernardino’s website 
as well as the research 
and writing of L. Burr 
Belden, the San Ber-
nardino Sun-Telegram’s 
one-time historical writ-
er.

as an outpost for other 
missionaries who trav-
eled throughout the Cali-
fornia territory preach-
ing to the various Indian 
tribes.

Earlier Spanish ex-
plorers knew about the 
broad and fertile San 
Bernardino Valley. 

They very likely 
learned of the San Ber-
nardino Valley from 
Pedro Fages, a military 
commander who first 
encountered San Ber-
nardino while he was 
pursuing some deserting 
soldiers from San Diego 
in 1772. He followed 
their trail up the San 
Diego River Valley and, 

Desert from the camps 
of the Mojave Indians 
some 10 or 12 miles 
north of the present Nee-
dles. Garces was led to 
San Gabriel by Mojave 
guides. He utilized the 
ancient Indian trade trail 
that followed the Mo-
jave River. He crossed 
the San Bernardino Mts, 
from about the present 
Cedar Springs, up Saw-
pit Canyon and down the 
saddle between Devil 
and Cable Canyons.

Garces first laid eyes 
upon the San Bernardino 
Valley in March 1776, 
some three months pri-
or to the signing of the 
American Declaration 
of Independence more 
than 2,000 mile away in 
Philadelphia.

Garces made his trip 
on the back of mule, as-
sisted by Mojave guides 
and Sebastian, a Chris-
tianized Indian from 
Baja California named 
Sebastian, in addition to 
guides furnished by the 
Mojave. He named the 
valley San Joseph.

Father Francisco Du-
metz, who was a close 

Caballeria in his “Histo-
ry of the San Bernardino 
Valley” published while 
he was stationed at St. 
Bernardine’s Church, 
kept up the mission two 
years, making journeys 
to the San Bernardino 
Valley at intervals.

One visit came in the 
midst of a violent earth-
quake in  1812, the  same 
earthquake that razed 
the massive stone ca-
thedral San Juan Cap-
istrano, killing several 
worshipers. In San Ber-
nardino the earthquake 
provoked terror among 
the Indians. Their medi-
cine men, lashing out at 
the priests’ introduction 
of Christianity, declared 
that the white visitors 
had made the native gods 
angry and that the quake 
was the god’s signal for 
revenge.

Father Dumetz’ ca-
pilla was wrecked by 
the temblor and some 
new hot springs opened 

Catholic Church 
Depiction of Father 
Francisco Garces

Statue of  Father
 Francisco Garces

the scope of the work 
changed, and Untied 
Storm Water’s con-
tract was increased to 
$165,000.

As the lake stood 
bone dry over the sum-
mer, there was concern 
in the community that 
the lake as it had been 
was being abandoned.  

A flood of calls to City 
Hall convinced city of-
ficials the lake should be 
maintained as both a ir-
rigation reservoir and as 
a lake. The city utilized 
a consultant, Pacific Ad-
vanced Engineering to 
design the dual uses.

The lake will return, 
sans the turtles and fish. 
It will still be a watering 
spot for birds, according 
to Pacific Advanced.

At a specially-sched-

uled meeting on Septem-
ber 2, the city council 
unanimously approved 
a $250,000 conceptual 
plan to rehydrate the lake 
by next spring.

Rancho Cucamonga, 
which has the third larg-
est overall municipal 
operating budget of San 
Bernardino County’s 24 
cities, is one of the few 
cities in San Bernardi-
no County equipped to 
spend that kind of mon-

ey on a park amenity, 
and a passive amenity 
at that. The council’s ac-
tion brings to $315,000 
the city will spend this 
calendar year and next 
in preserving the lake. 
That does not include 
the roughly $45,000 
needed to keep the lake 
maintained on a yearly 
basis, including water 
treatment and electricity 
to operate the pump and 
circulation systems. 
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Committee Mem-
bers Allege Col-
lege Misused 
Bonds
from page 2

McNaboe For GT 
Mayor  from front 
page   

ter to pass a resolution 
pledging to reduce fac-
ulty salaries sufficiently, 
as Kagan had suggested, 
to balance the budget. 
The college notified the 
accrediting commission, 
which took the college 
off probation.

The borrowings from 
the capital improvement 
funds consisting of bond 
money were never re-
turned, however, leading 
Kagan and Hoover to 
approach the San Ber-
nardino County District 
Attorney’s Public Integ-
rity Unit. The duo filed 
an official complaint. 
After a cursory exami-
nation of the matter, the 
district attorney’s of-
fice informed Kagan it 
would not proceed with 
any action. 

Kagan, resolute in 
his belief that something 
was amiss, contacted 
Brooke Self, a reporter 
with the Victorville Dai-
ly Press, cluing her in to 
much of the ground he 
and Hoover had covered. 
When Self contacted the 
district attorney’s office, 
the office abandoned 
its earlier position that 
the complaint had been 

shelved and stated that 
the complaint remained 
under review.

Kagan told the Sen-
tinel that the diversion 
of the funds to unauthor-
ized accounts is not a 
mere technical violation 
but one that has had a 
deleterious impact on 
the quality of education 
offered at the college.  

Kagan, a retired ac-
countant with a degree 
from Yale, enrolled his 
daughter at the college, 
driving her to her first 
assigned class. The class 
was being held in a di-
lapidated, modular class-
room, designed for ele-
mentary school children, 
rented from the Hesperia 
School District.  Kagan, 
who is accustomed to 
better surroundings, was  
shocked. He recalled, 
“On my property tax 
bill, there were taxes for 
a 2008 bond issue, that I, 
and all property owners 
paid, to provide funding 
for capital projects at the 
college. Why was there 
still a shortage of class-
rooms?”

His next shock came 
when his daughter tried 
to enroll in a class, and 
couldn’t. “Even the 
waiting lists were full!” 
Kagan intoned.  Talk-
ing to other parents, he 
found out that  this was a 

common situation, going 
back several years. 

“As a result, stu-
dents have to stretch 
their time in college for 
one or more years, to 
obtain credits needed for 
graduation, or drop out,” 
he said. School officials 
told him this was due 
to a lack of classroom 
space, and money.

Joe Brady, a Victor 

Valley College board 
member, told the Sen-
tinel “While I appreci-
ate anyone that believes 
there are  government 
misdoings coming for-
ward to have the issue 
fully investigated, I be-
lieve that both Larry 
and Marshall, being new 
members to the bond 
oversight committee 
should have vetted this 

through the commit-
tee. The committee is 
composed of very well 
known and respected 
people and this lack of 
vetting can only hurt 
an institution no mat-
ter what the outcome. 
The committee has more 
than people.”

Brady said “I feel 
quite confident in the 
work that the prior  com-

mittees preformed after 
measure JJ was pro-
posed.”

Whatever the district 
attorney’s office’s find-
ing will entail, Kagan 
and Hoover’s scrutiny of 
the situation has already 
resulted in the state rein-
stating the colleges pro-
bation after the informa-
tion they uncovered was 
sent to Sacramento.

city. I want my mayor to 
listen to the perspectives 
of all residents, even if 
they do not agree with 
the perspective of the 
mayor.”

Grand Terrace is the 
smallest of San Bernardi-
no County’s 24 cities 
geographically and the 
third smallest in terms of 
population. It has faced 
stiff financial challenges 
in recent years as city 
staff has been reduced 
to fewer than 30. There 
has been talk of the dis-
incorporation of the city, 
which would entail it 
again falling under the 
jurisdiction of San Ber-
nardino County or being 
annexed by Colton.

“Our biggest chal-
lenge,” McNaboe said, 
“is financial solvency 
going forward and our 
need for other sources 
of revenue than what we 

have right now. We have 
to grow our tax base. 
We have infrastructure 
issues. We need storm 
drains. We need road im-
provements.”

McNaboe elaborat-
ed. “What we need is a 
strong city manager who 
understands business at-
traction and has a strong 
economic development 
background and knows 
how to work with de-
velopers who will see 
our vacant parcel near 
the freeway as an op-
portunity to develop it 
as a whole rather than 
piecemeal. We need a 
developer who has that 
vision so that then we 
will have a center that 
attracts regional retailers 
and in turn visitors to the 
area as well as customers 
from our own city. We 
need to look at it in terms 
of planned development. 
This is a potentially nice 
area that is near the free-
way. This would pro-
vide us not only retail 

tax but would increase 
our property tax revenue 
when that land is sold 
and there is development 
on it. That revenue will 
come directly to our city. 
The right development 
focus could make that 
happen, but that is a long 
term goal.”

McNaboe said the 
city needs to rekindle the 
flame in the combustion 
chamber  of its stalled 
economic engine, which 
she acknowledged is a 
daunting task. She said 
there was some hope in 
that “The city did issue 
bonds in 2011. There is 
now legislation on the 
governor’s desk that 
would allow us to use 
that bond money. If we 
are not able to do that, 
we will have to look at 
grants.gov for grants for 
infrastructure and the 
other improvements we 
need.” 

McNaboe, who 
served on the Grand 

Terrace Planning Com-
mission before she was 
elected to the council 
and was on the River-
side Downtown and 
Hunters Park Project 
Redevelopment Agency 
Committee before she 
moved to Grand Terrace, 
said “My experience on 
the redevelopment area 
committee and planning 
commission background 
give me an understand-
ing of land use that is a 
basis for me to serve as 
mayor. I am in the posi-
tion of investing in our 
community just like I am 
trying to have the city’s 
residents have trust in 
me. I am involved in 
the Grand Terrace Lions 
Club, the Grand Ter-
race Foundation and the 
Grand Terrace Women's 
Club. On cleanup days 
I have worked with our 
soccer league. I believe 
our community is built 
on volunteerism, resi-
dents getting together 

and working together 
instead of being on sep-
arate islands. I know 
that the Lions club, the 
Women's Club and the 
Foundation want to have 
a good relationship with 
the city. There is a trust 
between the organiza-
tions but right now there 
is a barrier between them 
and the city. I believe I 
can accomplish things 
because of my involve-
ment in the community. 
I have made my home 
phone number available. 
I respond when people 
need my assistance. I 
return emails. I match 
people with the right city 
staff members to resolve 
their issues. I continue to 
watch what comes to the 
council for us to work 
on. I believe we have 
professional staff, but 
have things that come to 
us that need more con-
sideration. I have a habit 
of pulling things off the 
consent calendar to ask 

more questions.”
McNaboe said, 

“What it comes down to 
is when an issue comes 
before the council, does 
the person elected to 
represent the taxpayers 
think of the taxpayers 
when they review the 
item or are they think-
ing like a staff member?  
I want a city that serves 
the residents. I respect 
staff, but to me it is my 
job to serve as a repre-
sentative of the people to 
make sure they get their 
value for their money, 
their tax money.” 

McNaboe attend-
ed Chico Senior High 
School in Northern Cali-
fornia obtained a market-
ing degree and later an 
MBA from Cal State San 
Bernardino. She current-
ly owns a firm that does 
consulting for medium 
sized businesses in the 
area of growth, strategic 
planning, marketing, re-
search and proposals. 
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Former POW Watson Making Bid For Yucca Valley Town Council

Continued on Page  9

Bryan Dean Wat-
son is running for town 
council in Yucca Val-

ley, he said, “because 
I’ve got a lot of time on 
my hands and I figure 
I might be able to do 
something to benefit the 
town’s citizens.”

Now retired, Wat-
son had an ambitious 
go of it when he was in 
the private sector. He 
worked as a roofer, and 
then went to work for 
General Motors in one 
of its assembly plants, 
worked in construction, 

then in sales, in build-
ing design, as a general 
contractor, owned and 
operated a fast food res-
taurant and a night club, 
was the proprietor of 
several franchised deal-
erships and was a prop-
erty manager. He and 
his wife, who now boast 
three children, 20 grand-
children and seven great 
grandchildren, for 25 
years had a home away 
from home in Yucca Val-

ley. Two years ago they 
moved there permanent-
ly for health reasons. 

Watson said there 
are “a lot of things” 
that need to be done to 
improve governance 
in Yucca Valley. “The 
town budget needs to be 
trimmed and more im-
portant services should 
be added. There are still a 
lot of businesses that are 
vacant and the town is 
missing taxes from those 

closed businesses. If we 
get more businesses, we 
will have more revenue 
coming in. There is a lot 
of money being spent by 
our residents in other cit-
ies that should be spent 
here. I would like to see 
the council refrain from 
taking anything beyond 
the $400 they receive 
per month for attend-
ing meetings. Right now 
they are getting benefits 
such as health coverage 

that amounts to more 
than $1,000 per month. 
They should not be feed-
ing at the town trough. If 
you are public servant, 
you should turn that 
down and be a public 
servant.”

Watson continued, 
“The town needs to get 
control of its budget and 
take control of its servic-
es. We are paying over 

Ontario Councilman 
Alan Wapner in Novem-
ber is asking his city’s 
voters to return him to 
office for a fourth term 
and what will be the ini-
tiation of his third de-
cade on the city council. 

Wapner said he be-
lieves he merits reelec-
tion “because there are 
still programs and work 
on issues I want to see 
continued and come to 
fruition,” the most im-
portant of which, he 
said, is “to see the [On-
tario International] Air-

port brought back under 
local control.”

Wapner tied his re-
election to the fate of 
the airport, the city, the 
community at large and 
the Inland Empire. 

“Since I am the one 
leading negotiations 
and am the president 
of the airport author-
ity, if I were not elected 
it would be a huge step 
backward in the effort to 
bring the airport under 
local control. Right now, 
we are in active negotia-
tions with [Los Angeles] 

Mayor Eric Garcetti and 
Senator Diane Feinstein 
to be able to accomplish 
that.” 

The city of Ontario 
entered into a joint oper-
ating agreement with the 
city of Los Angeles for 
the management of On-
tario Airport in 1967 and 
transferred title to the 
airport to the city of Los 
Angles in 1985.  Wapner 
said the airport is on the 
brink of demise under 
the management of Los 
Angeles, its Department 
of Airports and the cor-

poration, Los Angeles 
World Airports, that Los 
Angeles created to run 
Los Angeles Internation-
al, Burbank, Van Nuys 
and Ontario airports. 

“The closure of On-
tario Airport would be 
disastrous not just for 
Ontario but the entire 
region,” Wapner as-
serted. “Once the other 
airports hit the point of 
the legal constraints on 
their expansion, it will 
result in the collapse of 
the Southern California 
aviation industry.  On-

tario Airport is the last 
unconstrained airport in 
the Southern California 
region and if it were to 
close it would be a blow 

that would directly lead 
to the loss of hundreds 
of jobs and indirectly to 
the loss of thousands  of 
jobs. We have already 
lost millions of dollars 
into the local economy 
because of Los Ange-
les’s control of the air-
port. Control of the air-
port is the biggest issue 
facing Ontario.”

Wapner said Ontario 
has already made con-
siderable progress to-
ward that goal.

Win Or Lose, Munson Determined To Press For Recognition Of GOP Values
Matthew Munson 

acknowledged that his 
prospect of prevailing in 
his electoral effort in the 
20th California Senatori-
al District race is daunt-
ing. Nevertheless, he is 
gamely campaigning he 
said to demonstrate to 
his opponent, Democrat 
Connie Leyva, that she 
needs to consider the 
perspectives of the Re-
publicans in the district. 

In the 20th District, 
the numbers strongly 
favor the Democrats. Of 
the districts 291,110 vot-

ers, 76.71 or 26.4 per-
cent are Republican and 
136,016 or 46.7 percent 
are Democrats. 

Munson said he could 
not bear the thought of 
the GOP just throwing in 
the towel in the 20th, and 
that is why he ran in the 
primary in June. 

“I did not want a 
Democrat to win the 
race and then have an-
other Democrat take sec-
ond so that what it would 
come down to in Novem-
ber is one Democrat call-
ing Republicans saying 

‘I want your vote.’ That 
is the only time Demo-
crats listen to Republi-
cans, when they want 

our votes to beat another 
Democrat. I wanted to 
give Republicans a Re-
publican choice rather 
than having to choose 
between two shades of 
beige.”

Having captured 
second in the primary, 
Munson is now entitled 
to run against Leyva in 
November, and in so do-
ing, propound the Re-
publican message. 

“This is as horrible 
of a business climate 
as there has ever been 

in California,” he said. 
“There are approach-
ing a million and a half 
people without jobs,” he 
said. “Many of the peo-
ple who do have jobs are 
stuck in a place where 
they cannot move up be-
cause there is no chance 
of promotion. Right now, 
my sister is unemployed 
and she has been that 
way for more than two 
months. She has never 
been without a job for 
that long.It should not 
take that long to find the 

opportunity to work. I 
want to bring opportu-
nity back to California 
and back to our district.”

Munson’s formula for 
curing California’s eco-
nomic doldrums, he said, 
is to “get rid of the over-
regulation. The govern-
ment is making business 
owners jump through 
way to many hoops. We 
have to lower taxes and 
waive certain fees that 
are crippling start up 

Wapner Ties His Reelection This Year To The Fate Of Ontario & Inland Empire

Continued on Page 9 

Continued on Page  8

Upland Councilwom-
an Debbie Stone says she 
is seeking reelection this 
year “because I feel that 
there is still a lot I have 
to offer to the residents 
of Upland and have a 
strong understanding of 
what needs to be done.  
The council has a lot of 
unfinished business to 
take care of.”

She said voters should 
consider her as providing 
a means toward a goal, 
rather than a politician.

“I do not feel that it is 
about me and my accom-
plishments,” she said. 

“We as a council have ac-
complished some things, 
but a lot have been de-
ferred.  I understand my 
role as a policy setter, 
and that is the council’s 
role, to give direction to 

our city manager for ex-
ecution.  We as a coun-
cil need to focus and get 
down to business.”

Stone referenced rec-
ommendations made 
by a blue ribbon panel 
of city residents formed 
to serve as a fiscal task 
force to look at ways the 
city could redress its fis-
cal challenges. 

“The council needs 
to focus on the task 
force recommendations 
and continue to move 
them forward,” she said. 
“These are the things 
that we have to evaluate, 

and give our city man-
ager direction to get the 
work done on the items.  
It will not be easy but 
in order to keep the city 
moving in the right di-
rection we have to make 
these hard calls.”

Stone said, “The ma-
jor issues that that we are 
facing are the well-pub-
licized search for new 
or increasing revenue, 
controlling and cutting 
costs, ensuring public 
safety, dealing with our 
aging infrastructure, 
our unfunded pension 
liabilities, and getting 

the council working to-
gether to move solutions 
forward in a timely way.”

Stone said she be-
lieves she merits being 
reelected. “Being on the 
council for the last 2 ½ 
years, I have learned a 
lot, and have the energy, 
knowledge and drive to 
continue to work to im-
prove our city.  I have 
worked with city staff 
and the council to move 
changes forward.    Dur-
ing my tenure on the 
council I have been 
focused on being the 
voice of our residents, 

and not the voice of any 
group that that has been 
a campaign contributor 
or city employee group..I 
believe that my voting 
record distinguishes 
me from the rest, I have 
been consistent and will 
continue to be.  My goal 
is that the citizens of Up-
land are proud to live in 
Upland.  I have always 
been and will continue 
to be focused on mak-
ing the best decisions for 
the long term financial 
health, and quality of life 
in Upland.”

Stone Looking To Keep “Making Hard Calls” So Upland Can “Move Forward”

Debbie Stone

Alan Wapner

Matthew Munson

Bryan Watson
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community and educa-
tion. I am for pulling 
back regulations on the 
business sector to make 
it easier to function.” 

With regard to edu-
cation, Pineda said, she 
believes the one-size-
fits-all, vanilla flavored 
approach to educational 
standards misses the 
mark. 

“Common core stan-
dardized testing  is not 
good because it focuses 
more on memoriza-
tion than on traditional 
learning and reasoning. 
Reasoning and learning 
are always better than 
memorizing. I think edu-
cation should be subject 
to local control where 
teachers, parents and 
school officials can set 
priorities for learning 
and teaching.”

In general, Pineda 
said, “California has a 
spending problem and it 
extends to the attitudes 
of our state legislators. 
They are trying to in-
volve government too 
much to the point where 
they are invading every 
aspect of our lives. They 
are trying to make the 
use of plastic bags ille-
gal. They are mandating 
that employers provide 
employees with sick 

days. They are passing 
bills with no idea of how 
to fund them or how they 
will apply or what the 
long term effect is. I am 
in favor of a part time 
legislature so our rep-
resentatives spend less 
time in Sacramento and 
more time in their com-
munities with their con-
stituents.”

Pineda said she rep-
resents a better choice 
for the Assembly than 

Rodriguez because she 
represents the private 
sector and has not been 
a lifelong government 
employee. “I think my 
business sense and expe-
rience can be applied in 
Sacramento,” she said. 
“I have been involved in 
this community for 18 
years and understand its 
needs. If voters want to 
distinguish me from my 
opponent, they should 
consider that he has 

worked for the govern-
ment most of his career. 
I am not beholden to any 
special interests. I am 
not a career politician. I 
will do my best to create 
what I think is best for 
the state and the district. 
I am not taking this as 
a job to support myself 
and my family but for 
the common good. This 
is not my bread and but-
ter. I believe the govern-
ment has no business 
telling employers what 
to do. I do not believe 
government creates jobs 
but it can be helpful by 
removing unnecessary 
taxing and regulation. 

Pineda attended Gar-
field High School and 
obtained her bachelor’s 
degree in political sci-
ence from Cal Poly Po-
mona. She was a mem-
ber of the city of Chino’s 
general plan update 
committee and the city 
of Ontario’s sphere of 
influence steering com-
mittee related to the an-
nexation of portions of 
the Chino Agricultural 
Preserve.  She owns 
and operates a company 
that manufactures and 
services environmental 
equipment. She is mar-
ried with three children. 

Officers Association. 
Subsequently, he served 
as that organization’s 
treasurer.

According to the 
district attorney’s office,  
Bruhn, now 47, engaged 
in the thefts while he 
was serving first in the 
capacity of union presi-
dent and later as treasur-
er. The thefts continued 
through July of 2012, 
prosecutors allege, when 
then Colton Police Of-
ficers Association Presi-
dent, Rich Randolph, 
was alerted to what were 
described as anomalies 
in the union’s accounts.

Randolph arranged 
for an independent au-
dit of the union’s funds, 
which until that point 
were under Bruhn’s con-
trol.

That audit quickly 
determined there was 
money missing and 
Bruhn was suspended 
as treasurer. In August 

2012, Bruhn was put on 
paid administrative leave 
by the police department 
after discrepancies in the 
union’s accounts were 
confirmed and the matter 
was turned over to the 
San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department for 
investigation.

Bruhn’s run as union 
leader featured dizzying 
highs in which he seem-
ingly defied the political 
and professional chain of 
command and prevailed 
in showdowns with his 
superiors, as well as the 
low point that resulted in 
his removal as treasurer 
and his suspension from 
the department. 

He battled with for-
mer councilman Richard 
De La Rosa, himself a 
corrections officer, over 
policy decisions made 
by the city council and 
what Bruhn complained 
was “micromanaging” 
of the police department 
by the city’s political 
leadership.

In September 2007, 

Bruhn filed a claim 
against the city and 
Councilman De La Rosa, 
alleging that De La Rosa 
maliciously made false 
and defamatory accusa-
tions against him. Bruhn 
maintained De La Rosa 
filed a “completely bo-
gus” harassment com-
plaint against Bruhn 
over his unwillingness to 
go along with De La Ro-
sa’s dictates as a council 
member.

Earlier in 2007, as 
president of the Colton 
Police Officers Asso-
ciation, Bruhn led the 
charge against then-
police chief Ken Rulon, 
accusing his boss of 
creating a hostile work 
environment, misusing 
his position to make per-
sonal discount purchases 
with department ven-
dors, having instituted 
citation and arrest quo-
tas that were charted on 
a bulletin board on the 
wall of the police de-
partment headquarters 
and engaging in intimi-

dation of the men under 
his command as well as 
sexual harassment of fe-
male employees. Rulon  
maintained that Bruhn 
had acted against him 
because he had been 
passed over for promo-
tion to sergeant. Nev-
ertheless, in the test of 
will and power between 
the two men, Bruhn pre-
vailed, obtaining a no-
confidence vote against 
Rulon by more than 
ninety percent of the 
Colton Police Officers 

Association’s 67 mem-
bers and seeing Rulon 
ignominiously fired, and 
his badge and gun taken 
from him before he was 
unceremoniously es-
corted by armed officers 
from his office. After his 
firing, Rulon sued the 
city for wrongful termi-
nation but lost in that ef-
fort when it went to trial, 
in some measure because 
of the testimony Bruhn 
had provided. It was at 
that point that Bruhn’s 
power and influence in 

Colton had reached its 
apex. Two years later, 
Bruhn slipped from his 
pinnacle of power and 
he was relieved of his 
role as union treasurer 
and kicked out of the as-
sociation altogether.

Judge Harold T. Wil-
son has ordered that the 
trial, with deputy district 
attorney Mike Grigoli 
prosecuting and Hal 
Charles Smith serving as 
defense attorney, com-
mence on October 6. 
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Valvo from  page 2 

Reverend Ron Wilson Departs As Director Of  Victor Valley Rescue Mission
V ICTORV I LLE — 

Ron Wilson, the director 
of the Victor Valley Res-
cue Mission since 2007, 
is leaving that post as of 
this week.

Wilson, 48, who was 
also the assistant pastor 
at the New Life Cha-
pel will be assuming 
the position of pastor at 
Grapevine Fellowship, a 
church in Nevada. 

Wilson worked dili-
gently to refurbish the 
Victor Valley Rescue 
Mission from shortly af-
ter he arrived in Victor-
ville seven years. 

His efforts served as 
a catalyst for widespread 
volunteerism that effec-
tuated change in the mis-
sion that was teetering on 
the brink of collapse, just 
as the Crash of 2007 was 

hitting the High Desert 
with full force. 

Wilson brought other 
churches, businesses and 
private donors together 
to beef up the mission’s 
programs of reclaiming 
individuals and fami-
lies in need and crisis. 
In addition to provid-
ing 80,000 meals to the 
homeless yearly and ob-
taining for them cloth-

ing, it offers the desti-
tute and drug addicted 
a nine-month recovery 
program, operates a 
14,000 square foot char-
ity thrift shop, provides  
2,000 Christmas gifts to 
children of the impover-
ished during the Holiday 
Season and sponsors a 
Thanksgiving banquet 
and turkey basket give-
away.

Wilson’s departure 
leaves unfulfilled his vi-
sion of seeing to fruition 
the Victor Valley Res-
cue Mission’s Bridge To 
Hope Center, which Wil-
son said would be built 
on 16.2 acres off Stod-
dard Wells Road near 
Highway 18, and would 
include living quarters 
for families, women and 
children, a large kitch-

en, classrooms, a gym, 
sports fields, and a con-
ference room.

Wilson and his wife, 
Cari, and their children 
Justus, 14, and Ashalyn, 
10, will move to south-
ern Nevada, roughly five 
miles north of Nellis Air 
Force Base, where he 
will become the pastor 
of the congregation at 
Grapevine Fellowship.

not single lone ranger 
attitude that I have,” he 
said. “Someone tried 
that a while back and it 
didn’t work. I’m work-
ing with the members of 
the city council. I’d like 
to contribute to the ideas 
that everyone is trying to 
come up with to improve 
the city.”

Valvo said he was re-
luctant to differentiate 
himself from the other 
candidates in the race or 

get into why he thinks 
he represents a better 
choice for council than 
them. Also in the race is 
former councilman and 
mayor Charlie Glasper, 
who was thrown out by 
voters two years ago. 
Valvo said he didn’t want 
to say anything to offend 
Glasper.

“One of the former 
members of the city 
government is running 
against me and I’m try-
ing to avoid verbal at-
tacks,” he told the Sen-
tinel.

Of his qualifications 
to hold the office, Valvo 

merely said, “Having 
the experience of going 
through these things that 
are happening recently is 
a plus, I think. You don’t 
have to go too far back 
to see what went wrong 
before and what is caus-
ing us trouble now. I’m 
working on a couple of 
ideas. It is more of a case 
that we are looking for 
other sources of income 
so we don’t end up where 
we are headed.”

Valvo went to high 
school in Los Angeles 
and took some classes at 
El Camino College. He 
worked in the aerospace 

industry, directly for 
Boeing an Air Research 

as well as serving as a 
contract employee with 

Northrup and Raytheon.
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$3 million for police and 
fire protection. It might 
be better suited for us to 
have our own police de-
partment and fire depart-
ment. We should toward 
building our own com-
munity hospital. The 
five to ten minute delays 
in transporting accident 
victims or someone with 
a heart attack is costing 
lives.  We need to pri-
oritize our spending. No 

one should ever mention 
closing the pool again. 
We should chop out the 
programs we don’t need 
and bring in other that 
will benefit our resi-
dents. We are spending 
a lot of money on things 
where we should be go-
ing in a different direc-
tion.”

When queried on 
what his formula for 
change would consist 
of, Watson said he was 
hard pressed to be pre-
cise because of the lack 

of transparency at Town 
Hall. “I am involved, but 
on the outside,” he said. 
“Where and how they 
are spending money is 
kept hidden. I haven’t 
been able to get down to 
the nitty gritty, but hope-
fully, the town clerk will 
provide me with the in-
formation so I can look 
at what the options are.”

In general, Watson 
said, “The town budget 
should be handled along 
the same lines you han-
dle a household budget. 

Everything has to be pri-
oritized. People taking 
care of the town have to 
do it like a man who is 
taking care of his family. 
You have to do it within 
a budget.”

He said he believed 
the former town man-
ager, Mark Nuaimi, was 
overpaid and had been 
given too much in way 
of staff support and re-
sources.  “We had a city 
manager whose total 
budget and perks was 
more than a half million 

dollars,” he said.  Wat-
son advocated chang-
ing the town to one that 
elected a strong mayor 
who would take on more 
duties and have greater 
administrative author-
ity. “I think the past city 
manager’s salary was 
too high. I think $52,000 
is more than ample for 
an elected city mayor 
functioning as the  city 
manager. Compare what 
he made to the salaries 
and earnings of the peo-
ple who live in town.”

If elected, Watson 
said, he would seek to 
institute a policy going 
forward that would re-
quire town employees to 
live in Yucca Valley. “I 
believe anyone working 
for the city except those 
who are now grandfa-
thered in ought to live 
here. If you get your 
dollars here, you should 
have to spend them here. 
That way our workers 
will be more responsible 
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companies. Businesses 
are what make it pos-
sible for employees to 
earn. Employees who 
earn then become paying 
customers of other busi-
nesses, and that is the 

way the economy grows. 
Without business there 
can be no growth, no 
taxes, nor roads, schools 
or infrastructure. If we 
make it more difficult for 
businesses to operate in 
California, we hurt ev-
eryone.”

He continued, “My 

opponent is basically a 
union leader. Her main 
concern is the unions. 
Not everyone is a union 
member. She does not 
understand that small 
businesses that employ 
people are struggling 
and if we bury those 
businesses that employ 

people, there will soon 
be no work and no jobs.”

Munson said, “Basi-
cally, I want the people 
in our district to send a 
message to Connie to 
make sure she is listen-
ing to the people. If large 
numbers of people vote 
for me, even though I do 

not get elected, she will 
know she has to be a 
mainstream state senator 
and she must be fair to 
everyone and do a good 
job for our state and eco-
nomic development and 
growth.”

Munson graduated 
from Chaffey High 

School in Ontario, at-
tended Chaffey College 
in Alta Loma and stud-
ied political science at 
UC Riverside. 

He is employed in the 
retail industry. 

“We have carried 
out negotiations and al-
ready got Mayor Gar-
cetti to suggest publicly 
it would be better for 
Ontario Airport to be un-
der local control  and he 
has reiterated that in our 
private dialogue.”

The effort to wrest 
control of the airport 
back from Los Angeles 
has so far proven, Wap-
ner conceded, “extreme-
ly difficult. Under [for-
mer Los Angeles] mayor 
[Anthony] Villaraigosa, 
they never got engaged. 
Our efforts with Mayor 
Garcetti are more prom-
ising than they have 
been with any other ad-
ministration. We have 
gotten the airport com-
mission to deal more di-
rectly with us.”

Wapner defended the 
city’s decision to file a 
lawsuit against Los An-

geles to force the larger 
city to disgorge the air-
port, saying the lawsuit 
was a smaller piece of 
a grander strategy. “A 
lawsuit is very expen-
sive and time consuming 
and once we prevail no 
doubt LA will then take 
it to the appeal level,” 
he acknowledged. “But 
so far, Ontario has one 
each and every pretrial 
motion. At the end of the 
day, I am convinced we 
will prevail. This lawsuit 
is providing us with le-
verage at the negotiating 
table. We have gotten the 
state legislature involved 
and are working with the 
federal government to 
put pressure on the city 
of Los Angeles to move 
control of the airport 
from Los Angeles to On-
tario. We have also car-
ried out what is the most 
successful media and 
public relations cam-
paign in Southern Cali-

fornia to unite everyone 
in Southern California 
behind us and convince 
everyone that it is not 
only the right thing but 
is in everyone’s interest 
for control of the airport 
to be local.” 

Ontario will not be 
pushed around by the 
larger and more domi-
neering municipal en-
tity to the west, Wapner 
vowed

“Under no circum-
stances will Ontario pay 
Los Angeles to bring the 
airport back into its pos-
session,” he said. “Hav-
ing said that, we believe 
the city of Los Angeles 
should be made whole 
for whatever money they 
have invested in Ontario 
Airport and when we can 
come up with that num-
ber, Ontario will write a 
check to the city of Los 
Angeles to again take 
title to it. I think at that 
point it will then be a 
matter of Mayor Garcetti 

getting support from the 
city council and signing 
off on it. 

 Once the city of Los 
Angeles’s flag is taken 
down from the staff at 
the airport and Ontario’s 
flag goes up and we have 
full and clear ownership 
and we get FAA certifi-
cation we will be able to 
move forward and man-
age what is this region’s 
most important asset in 
a way that will facilitate 
job growth, economic 
expansion and provide 
access to the entire area.”

Under his twenty 
year watch, Wapner in-
sisted, Ontario has pros-
pered despite the outside 
control of the airport and 
he made special note of 
the progress achieved 
by judicious use of the 
city’s redevelopment 
agency during that time. 

“I helped create over 
15,000 jobs, all due to 
our economic develop-

ment programs,” he said. 
“When I first got on the 
council, Ontario con-
sisted of agricultural and 
logistics uses. We have 
since grown, and have 
created segments of our 
economy that include 
hospitality and tourism 
and high tech to become 
to become the city in 
California with the high-
est per capita sales tax, 
which goes into provid-
ing services and a higher 
quality of life. While I 
have been here the city 
of Ontario has built three 
new fire stations, a new 
police headquarters, two 
libraries, remodeled City 
Hall, built the Ontario 
Convention Center and 
Business Bank Arena 
and created the Ontario 
Mills. We have never 
had an unbalanced bud-
get in the twenty years I 
have been on the coun-
cil. We have by far the 
best public safety de-

partments of any city 
around us and we have 
lowered the crime rate 
even while our popula-
tion has had tremendous 
growth. I have been part 
of a team that has done 
all of this without raising 
taxes on our residents. 
The businesses have 
subsidized our programs 
and growth, and they are 
happy to do it because 
the climate for them, the 
business climate, is so 
favorable.” 

A Los Alamitos 
High School and USC 
graduate, Wapner has a 
law degree from Whit-
tier College. He was 
employed by the On-
tario Police Department 
for 16 years and retired 
as a detective sergeant. 
He was on the Ontario 
Montclair School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees 
before he was elected to 
the city council. 
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

Continued on Page 12 

Coroner case #701406562 – On 08/31/2014 at 8:12 PM, San Bernardino County Sheriff Department responded to 911 calls of a vehicle striking a pedestrian at 
Soquel Canyon Rd and Butterfield Rancho Rd in Chino Hills. Forty-seven year-old Chino Hills resident Manoj Patel was transported to an area hospital where he 
died on 09/01/2014. The San Bernardino County Sheriff Department Major Accident Investigation Team (M.A.I.T) is investigating the incident. [090214 0834 SY]

Coroner case #701406547 – Thirty-two year-old Apple Valley resident Jason Allec died at Desert Valley Hospital at 5:00 pm following a traffic collision.  The 
collision occurred on 9/1/14 at about 4:00 p.m. on Bear Valley and 2nd Street in Hesperia. The San Bernardino County Sheriff's Major Accident Investigation Team 
is investigating the incident [090214 0822 SY]

Coroner case #701406520 – On Sunday, 08/31/2014, at 9:05 AM, Dan Everette Carey, a 90 year-old resident of Pomona, was driving his automobile southbound 
along Chino Hills Parkway in Chino Hills, he entered the intersection with Eucalyptus Ave. His car was struck broadside by an eastbound vehicle. Carey was trans-
ported by ambulance to Arrowhead Regional Medical Center emergency room, where he was subsequently pronounced dead at 12:10 PM. The collision is under 
investigation by San Bernardino County Sheriff Department. The name is withheld pending notification of his next-of-kin. [083114 2100 JK] Name released: [090214 
0757 SY]

Coroner Case #701406513 – On 08/30/2014, at 8:55 P.M., Gilda Patricia Galvan, a 40 year old resident, of San Bernardino, was walking west bound across the 600 
block of Mt. Vernon Ave., in San Bernardino. While walking she was struck by a vehicle that was traveling northbound on Mt. Vernon Ave. Galvan was transported 
to Arrowhead Regional Medical Center where she succumbed to her injuries and was pronounced dead at 9:36 PM. The San Bernardino Police Department is also 
investigating. [083114 2100 JK]

Standard and Poor’s de-
termination as to the 
city’s credit rating, paint 
a bleak picture for the 
City of Gracious Living.  
Mayer Hoffman and Mc-
Cann said there are seri-
ous questions with regard 
to the city’s solvency to 
the point that in a short 
while “it will be unable 
to continue as a going 

concern.” According to 
Standard and Poor’s, the 
city, which has already 
been downgraded from 
an AA credit rating to 
an A+, is in danger of 
seeing its credit rating 
eroding even further. A 
municipality’s credit rat-
ing directly impacts the 
interest rate it must pay 
when borrowing money.

The city’s currently 
balanced $39 million 
budget required con-
siderable funding gym-
nastics, in that it is bor-
rowing heavily from 
rapidly evaporating re-

serves, while relying on 
income from two of the 
city’s enterprise funds 
which remain in the 
black, its water and sew-
er service funds.

Years of deferred 
maintenance are begin-
ning to catch up with the 
city, pushing it to a point 
beyond which it will no 
longer be able to stave 
off those problems into 
the future, as potholes, 
streets and dilapidat-
ing equipment are being 
neglected, funding for 
promised post employ-
ment benefits is non-ex-

istent, and no programs 
are available for attract-
ing businesses into the 
city or dealing with the 
city’s burgeoning home-
less population.

Fully 73.6 percent of 
the city’s operational 
costs consist of paying 
for personnel, including 
meeting  current payroll, 
covering workers’ com-
pensation and paying 
the pensions of retired 
employees. Projections 
are that those costs will 
increase, leaving less 
and less of the money in 
city coffers available for 

taking care of its physi-
cal needs, such as pav-
ing streets, maintain-
ing trees, sidewalks and 
parks and the  upkeep of 
other city infrastructure.

Last October, the city 
formed a blue ribbon fis-
cal task force committee 
that met several times in 
November, December 
and January to formu-
late a strategy to close 
the city’s budget gap. 
The committee came up 
with a number of options 
intended to both reduce 
costs and enhance rev-
enues, which were deliv-

ered to the city council 
earlier this year. Many 
of those are unpalatable, 
however, and they have 
not been implemented. 

In one of his last acts 
while still employed by 
the city, recently de-
parted city manager Ste-
phen Dunn suggested 
that the city undertake 
to formulate a fiscal re-
sponsibility act aimed 
at dealing with the city’s 
fiscal challenges that 
puts in place a protocol 
for remaining viable as 
a going concern, allows 
it to maintain and im-
prove its infrastructure, 
meet ongoing costs with 
revenues, refrain from 
onerous borrowing and 
maintain adequate re-
serves. 

Subsequent to Dunn 
leaving, city clerk Steph-
anie Mendenhall, who 
holds the additional title 
of administrative ser-
vices director, together 
with interim city man-
ager Martin Lomeli and 
finance director Christa 
Buhagiar drafted a pro-
posed fiscal responsibil-
ity act. 

In addition to a num-
ber of stated findings the 
city council is intended 
to sign off on, language 
in the act states, “the city 
council finds there is a 
need to provide competi-
tive compensation to its 
employees to ensure re-
tention of qualified indi-
viduals.”

This commitment to 
enter into what is es-
sentially a bidding war 
with other municipalities 

High Upland Mu-
nicipal Employee 
Salary Ploy Re-
jected  
from front page
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Raccoons (scientific 
name Procyon lotor) are 
very common in the for-
est of the San Bernardi-
no Mountains..  Resi-
dents often find them 
rummaging through gar-

home range of a rac-
coon is about 7 acres for 
a female in areas near 
humans and up to 20 
square miles for males in 
the wild. 

Raccoons have a ges-
tation period of about 65 
days. Mothers bear two 
to five young, known as 
kits,  in spring. The kits 
are subsequently raised 
by their mother until 
dispersal in late fall. Al-
though captive raccoons 
have been known to live 
over 20 years, their av-
erage life expectancy in 
the wild is only 1.8 to 
3.1 years. Hunting, as 
some humans consider 

paws have no webbing 
between them, which is 
unusual for a carnivoran. 
Almost two-thirds of the 
area responsible for sen-
sory perception in the 
raccoon's cerebral cortex 
is specialized for the in-
terpretation of tactile im-
pulses, more than in any 
other studied animal. 
They are able to identify 
objects before touching 
them with vibrissae lo-
cated above their sharp, 
nonretractable claws. 
The raccoon's paws lack 
an opposable thumb; 
thus, it does not have the 
agility of the hands of 
primates. Raccoons lose 

much of it keyed into 
their sense of touch. 
Ethologist H. B. Davis 
in 1908 tested raccoons, 
finding they were able 
to open 11 of 13 com-
plex locks in fewer than 
10 tries and had contin-
ued success when the 
locks were rearranged 
or turned upside down. 
Davis believed they were 
capable of abstract rea-
soning. He found their 
learning speed to be 
equivalent to that of rhe-
sus macaques.

Raccoons are capable 
of remembering learned 
tasks for up to three 
years.

Raccoons can be 
pests, overturning  trash 
cans and raiding fruit 
trees. They are also ca-
pable of more expensive 
damage, such as when 
they invade an attic to 
use it as a den.

Raccoons can be ad-
opted by humans as 
pets and in captivity are 

bage cans or eating from 
pet bowls that have been 
left outside.  Adults have 
few natural enemies, but 
young raccoons can fall 
prey to many animals in-
cluding coyotes, bobcats, 
and owls.  

Raccoons are a me-
dium-sized mammal na-
tive to North America. 
The raccoon is the larg-
est of the procyonid fam-
ily, having a body length 
of 16 to 28 inches and a 
body weight of 8 to 20 
pounds. Their grayish 
coats mostly consists of 
dense underfur which 
insulates against cold 
weather. Two of the rac-
coon's most distinctive 
features are its extreme-
ly dexterous front paws 
and its facial mask. 

Racoon are also  not-
ed for their intelligence, 
with studies showing 
that they are able to re-
member the solution 
to tasks for up to three 
years. Raccoons are 
nocturnal and  are gen-
eralist omnivores, eat-
ing just about anything 
that’s edible, including 
frogs, fish, lizards, in-
sects, bird eggs, berries, 
fruits, nuts, mice, and 
any tasty thing they find 
in the garbage. Their diet 
consists of about 40% 
invertebrates, 33% plant 
food and 27 percent ver-
tebrates. 

Previously, raccoons 
were believed to be soli-
tary. Evidence is emerg-
ing that  raccoons en-
gage in gender-specific 
social behavior. Related 
females often share a 
common area. Unrelated 
males sometimes live to-
gether in groups of three 
to five to solidify their 
advantage over  foreign 
males during the mat-
ing season, as well as to 
ward off predators.  The 

raccoons to be pests and 
their pelts are valued, is 
a leading cause of  death 
of raccoons, as is vehicu-
lar injury.

There is a tale in the 
name raccoon.  The word 
"raccoon" was adopted 
into English from the 
native Powhatan term, 
as used in the Virginia 
Colony. It was recorded 
on Captain John Smith's 
list of Powhatan words 
as aroughcun, and on 
that of William Strachey 
as arathkone. It has also 
been identified as a Pro-
to-Algonquian root ah-
rah-koon-em, meaning 
"one who rubs, scrubs 
and scratches with its 
hands."

Raccoons possess 
an uncommonly acute 
sense of touch.  The hy-
persensitivity of their  
front paws is augment-
ed by a protective thin 
horny layer which be-
comes pliable when wet. 
The five digits of the 

some of their tactile per-
ception when subjected 
to cold for a log period 
of time. 

Raccoons are either 
color blind or poorly 
adapted to distinguish 
color, with the exception 
of green light. Raccoons 
have poor long-distance 
vision.

Raccoons boast an 
acute sense of smell, al-
lowing it to orient itself 
well in the dark. Their ol-
factory sense is also used 
for  intraspecific com-
munication. Glandular 
secretions (usually from 
their anal glands), urine 
and feces are used for 
marking. They also have 
a  broad auditory range, 
replicating what humans 
are basically capable of 
and beyond, being able 
to pick up on very quiet 
sounds, such as those 
produced by earthworms 
underground. 

Raccoons have no-
table mental capability, 

longer-lived than in the 
wild. 

Raising baby rac-
coons takes special 
training.  Raccoons 
carry a number of seri-
ous diseases that can be 
passed on to humans or 
pets, and wildlife rehab-
bers must use great cau-
tion.  Rehabbers also 
have state and federal 
permits to take in wild 
animals.  It's illegal to 
possess a wild animal 
without these permits. 
Raccoons are liked for 
their charming faces and 
comical antics, and re-
viled for their messy and 
destructive habits.  

Raccoons are oppor-
tunistic, taking advan-
tage of any warm, cozy 
space to make a den. Ho-
meowners can discour-
age raccoons, and other 
critters, from moving in 
by covering openings in 
structures and securing 
trashcans.

to the town.”
Watson also said that 

“Down the road, I be-
lieve we should have a 
directly elected mayor.  
If he isn’t doing a good 
job representing the city, 
the voters can throw him 
out. It should not be up 
to the town council.”

While saying he 
believed he was quali-
fied to serve on the 
town council, Watson 
declined to speak nega-
tively about any of the 
others running. “Oth-
ers have volunteered 
and stepped forward,” 
he said, “they deserve 
credit for that. I don’t 
know anything negative 
about these other people 
running. I am running 
because of what I think 
I can help accomplish. 
If you don’t think ahead 
you don’t get ahead.”

Of note is that Wat-
son was a prisoner of 

war, albeit a short-lived 
one. On March 7, 1962, 
while serving with the 
U.S. Army in the north-
east quadrant of Laos, in 
the aftermath of a fire-
fight in which his unit 
sustained casualties, he 
was being evacuated by 
a C-123 transport plane 
that was shot down after 
it crossed the Vietnam-
ese border. He was taken 
prisoner by Viet Cong 
farmers. He escaped a 
week later, while still 
badly burned and mal-
nourished but made his 
way to a Hmong village 
where he holed up in a 
dugout alongside a river. 
He was recovered by 
another Army unit and 
flown out to Thailand.

He attended Saint 
John Bosco High School 
before leaving to join 
the Army in 1960. He 
later received a bachelor 
of science degree from 
Mary Stewart University 
in psychology.

Watson from page 
8
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California Style
Fall Back

By Grace Bernal
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So now that Labor 
Day is out of the way 
and the kids are back in 
school, fall is supposed 
to be just around the 
corner. But, it doesn't  
mean that it's time to put 
away the hats, shades, 
and summer clothes. 
Because the truth is we 
still have some hot days 

ahead of us. This makes 
the case more interest-
ing. However, what does 
change in the fashion 
scene are the colors. 
Suddenly they transition 

from bright colors into 
deeper colors such as 

greens, wines, midnight 
blues, and blacks. These 
are all colors that bring 
us to the new refresh-
ing season feeling of the 

son long. The city shorts 
with a 40s style flare 
were pretty popular, as 
were lace shorts, and the 
gladiator sandals. But, as 
we move away from Au-
gust the butterflies are 
still clinging on to the 
bright summery weather. 
Officially summer con-
tinues in to September, 
but keep in mind there's 
a fashion change about to 

happen and its all about 
fall back. Enjoy the rest 
of the summer and the 
adjusting of the wonder-
ful fall schedules, along 
with the daily life. Fash-
ion makes all this fun!

“Fashion is not some-
thing that exists in dress-
es only. Fashion is in the 
sky, in the street, fashion 
has to do with ideas, the 
way we live, what is hap-
pening.” -Coco Chanel

beginning of fall. The 
warm weather wasn't un-
usual in the California 
hot summer days. The 
heat never let up, all sea-

with regard to employee 
compensation clashed 
with the act’s underlying 
stated objective, which is 
to keep the city solvent. 
Moreover, the use of the 
term “qualified individu-
als” rankled some, in 
that many of the city’s 
currently well-paid staff, 
including department 

heads, are perceived as 
having contributed to or 
having participated in 
some or even much of 
the illicit activity involv-
ing former Upland May-
or John Pomierski, who 
was indicted on bribery 
and political corruption 
charges and convicted, 
having now completed 
his sentence by serving 
in a federal detention fa-
cility. The  interpretation 
of “qualified individu-
als” has been questioned, 
particularly when it is 
applied to those seen as 

having enabled Pomier-
ski in his depredations, 
and there is objection 
to the stated necessity 
of providing them with 
“competitive compensa-
tion.”

Mendenhall is pres-
ently one of the highest 
paid city clerks in the 
state of California. She 
receives a base salary 
and add-ons of $175,606, 
plus benefits of  $55,624 
for a total annual com-
pensation package  of 
$231,230. Buhagiar is 
likewise well-compen-

sated, pulling a base 
salary and add-ons  of 
$129,039 plus benefits of 
$44,414 for a yearly total 
of $173,453.

In addition to the crit-
icism of the proposed fis-
cal responsibility act on 
the grounds of its inclu-
sion of the “competitive 
compensation” passage, 
it fell under further criti-
cism for what it exclud-
ed.

Larry Kinley, an Up-
land resident who worked 
for Bank of America for 
42 years, the last 15 of 
which he was a man-
ager in the problem loan 
administration dealing 
with borrowers with fi-
nancial difficulties, be-
labored the fact that the 
city of Upland in its fi-
nancial statements does 
not include the city’s un-
funded pension liability.

 When she was con-
fronted at the September 
2 Upland City Council 
Finance and Economic 
Development Commit-
tee meeting with the 
observation that the un-
funded pension liability 
was not included in the 

city’s financial state-
ments and that the fiscal 
responsibility act did not 
impose such a require-
ment, Buhagiar rolled 
her eyes.  Her reaction 
prompted Brandt, who 
is considered to be far 
more accommodating of 
staff than Bozar with re-
gard to accounting on fi-
nancial issues, to ask that 
any action with regard to 
the fiscal responsibility 
act be tabled, even be-
fore Bozar weighed in on 

the matter.
Brandt indicated he 

was not comfortable 
recommending that the 
council take up the pro-
posal and vote to imple-
ment it as it is presently 
written prior to the arriv-
al of just-hired city man-
ager Rod Butler and with 
a city council election 
in November in which 
three of the council’s five 
positions are being con-
tested. 
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