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Colonies Criminal Case Appears Likely Headed Back To Appeals Court Mitchell Again

SAN BERNARDINO—Appeals of Judge
Michael A Smith’s recent
rulings in the Colonies
Lawsuit Settlement Public Corruption Prosecution that would delay the
matter from going before
a jury for as long as another 16 months appear
likely to be forthcoming,
based on updated online
court minute orders.
Smith held seven days

Paul Biane
of hearings between July
23 and August 6 on mo-

tions filed by the defense
to dismiss the counts
in the indictment upon
which the prosecution
is based. Those motions
cited several grounds,
including the statute of
limitations, misinstruction of the grand jury
that indicted the defendants, lack of probable cause, prosecutorial
misconduct in having
raided the defense camp

Mark Kirk
and seizing privileged
materials crucial to the

defense, along with prosecutorial and investigator misconduct in having
made misrepresentations
to obtain search warrants
and hiding information
about a witness and exculpatory evidence from
the grand jury.
In the indictment,
Rancho
Cucamongabased developer Jeff
Burum is charged with
having threat- See P 7

Dead Heat So Far Between Congresswoman, Assemblyman In Race For Supervisor
San Bernardino County
races in the upcoming
November election, state
senator Curt Hagman is
expressing confidence
in his chances against
Congresswoman Gloria
Negret-McLeod as they
vie to descend from their
lofty state and federal
elected positions to asGloria Negrete-McLeod sume the post of Fourth
In what is one of the District San Bernardino
more closely watched County Supervisor.

Curt Hagman
More often, it is county office holders who

seek to ascend to Sacramento or Washington,
D.C., rather than the other way around.
Hagman, a Republican and former Chino
Hills mayor, is nearing
the end of his third term
in the Assembly. California’s term limits prevent him from returning to the state’s lower
house. Negrete-McLeod
is nearing the end of her

first term in Congress,
having previously served
as the president of the
Chaffey College Board
of Trustees, in the Assembly and the California Senate. She vaulted
into the Congressional
seat she now holds in
2012, defeating incumbent Democratic Congressman Joe Baca with
the assistance of more
than $3 mil- See P 2

Year-To-Date Ontario Airport Former Councilman Favilla Asserts Claim
Passenger Volume Increases He Is The Best Ontario Mayoral Candidate

Passenger numbers
at Ontario International
Airport (ONT) rose 2.7
percent from January
2014 through July 2014,
compared to the same

period last year. ONT
airlines served 2,366,198
passengers compared to
2,303,947 travelers during the same period in
2013.
See P 4

Former
Ontario
Councilman Rudy Favilla is campaigning hard to
regain a position on the
Ontario City Council,
this time as mayor.
Favilla has been out
of the political fray for
18 years. From 1992
until 1996 he served on
the council. He cited
his experience during
that term, when he said
the city had made major
strides in its development, as well as his life

and career experience
in asserting he is qualified to replace current
mayor Paul Leon. Leon
is also being challenged
by councilman Paul Vincent Avila.
Favilla made no bones
about his political affiliation – he is a Democrat
– and he asserted that
was one reason to usher
Leon – a Republican –
out the door.
The mayor of Los
Angeles is a Democrat.

Rudy Favilla
The city council in Los
Angles is primarily
composed of Democrats.
Los Angeles
See P 4

End Partisan & Ethnic Divides, Says Fontana Mayoral Candidate Vaquera
Luis Vaquera said he
does not consider his
candidacy for Fontana
mayor to be a challenge
of the incumbent, Acquanetta Warren.
“The mayor is doing a
great job,” Vaquera said.
“But there is always
room for improvement.
I want to go through
the political process and
earn the opportunity to
do more than I am already doing.”

A native of Durango,
Mexico, Vaquera has
lived in Fontana for 17
years, and has served as
PTA president, on the
Measure C Oversight
Committee and on the
Parks and Recreation
commission.
“I have lived here 17
years,” he said. “Hopefully, I am going to be
here for the rest of my
life. My children may
continue to live here. I

love Fontana. I want to
make sure it continues
to go the same way. I
have said I know I am
running for political office but I do not consider
myself to be a politician.
I consider myself foremost to be a citizen of
Fontana. I am not guided
by special party interests
or doing what a company
or corporation or a political party wants. I look
at the job as service for

Luis Vaquera
the community. You see
politicians at the national
level or the local level

looking after the interests of the party or their
supporters. That is not
why I am running.”
He referenced his
commission
appointment and efforts with
regard to Measure C
and his chairmanship of
the PTA. “I didn’t just
move here and decide to
run even though I don’t
know anything about the
city. I am a simple man,
who is proud of See P 8

Seeking Berth
On Chino
Hills Council

Rossana Mitchell
Former Chino Hills
Councilwoman Rossana
Mitchell is seeking to
return to the position she
once held, vying against
three incumbents and
two others in the upcoming November council
race. Peter Rogers, Ed
Graham and Ray Marquez are seeking reelection and must face three
challengers, Lou Alfonso, Debra Hernandez
and Mitchell.
Mitchell told the
Sentinel that she is running “because I think
I can contribute to the
decision-making
process for our city. I have
experience and I have
an understanding of the
issues. I’d like to have
the opportunity to serve
again.”
Mitchell, a practicing
attorney based in Chino Hills, has remained
abreast of the challenges
facing the city and has
strong feelings about
them she is not afraid to
express. Her tenure on
the council a decade ago
came about when she
was elected, in 2003, in
a special election to replace James Thalman after his death. The following year, she lost to Kurt
Hagman. Mitchell has
also served four years on
the Chino Valley Unified
School Board.
“One of the main
concerns I have is that
it seems that the city in
the past six months has
rezoned several developSee P 8
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Congresswoman Vs.
Assemblyman In
Fourth District Supervisor Race from
front page
lion provided to her by
former Republican New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s political action committee.
Many political observers find NegreteMcLeod’s readiness to
voluntarily give up her
role in Congress remarkable, given that the
strength of her incumbency and the favorable
Democratic registration
numbers in California’s
35th Congressional District make her virtually
unassailable there.
Rather,
NegreteMcLeod has said she
longs to return to local
politics, where she says
she believes she can have
a greater impact on the
constituents she represents.
The match-up is an interesting one. 64,446 or
40.9% of the Fourth District’s 157,503 voters are
registered as Democrats.
50,519 or 32.1% of the

Fourth District’s voters
are registered as Republicans. This would appear
to give Negrete-McLoed
an advantage. Nevertheless, for the past sixteen
years, the Fourth District
position has been held by
Republicans – Fred Aguiar, his wife Patty, who
succeeded him when he
departed to Sacramento
serve in the administration of then-Governor
Arnold Schwarzeneggar
and since 2004, Gary
Ovitt. Republicans in
California in general and
San Berardino County in
particular evince greater
voter turnout than do
Democrats on a percentage-wise basis in terms
of their registration
numbers. And in this
year’s June primary in
which Negret-McLeod
and Hagman captured
the top two spots to
qualify for the November run-off against each
other, Negrete-McLeod
eked out a razor-thin victory over Hagman. With
24,276 votes cast districtwide, Negrete-McLeod
claimed 10,180 or 41.93
percent. Hagman trailed
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her by 198 votes, polling
9,982, or 41.12 percent.
But the other Democrat
in the race, Paul Vincent
Avila, pulled down just
1,801 votes or 7.42 percent. The other Republican, James Na, received
2,313 votes, or 9.53 percent. Thus, the Republicans in the race edged
out the Democrats 50.65
percent to 49.35 percent.
Neg rete-McLeod
possesses considerable
financial resources in
her electioneering war
chest, but there are federal and state regulations
that make transferring
money from an account
to fund a federal election
campaign to an account
for a local political campaign difficult. Hagman
has the advantage of being the current chairman
of the San Bernardino
County Central Committee, which gives him
influence if not outright
control over how Republican Party money will
be spend in local races.
Two months after
the primary, Hagman
sounded confident.

“The
registration numbers do favor the Democrats,
yes,” Hagman told the
Sentinel.”But this is supposed to be a non-partisan race. We may pull
more Democratic votes
than people think. There
should be a few surprise
endorsements for me in
the next week or two. We
have bipartisan support.
I feel we have a strong
message that is not aimed
just at Republicans but
will appeal to all. All
the handicapping I have
seen says this is going to
be extremely close. We
did very well in the primary. We started out ten
percentage points below
Gloria. She outspent us
four to one. But we beat
her on the issues. I expect her to spend over $1
million [dollars] but we
should win in November.”
Hagman continued,
“I believe that on public
safety she has a horrible
track record that is not
going to help her. She
voted for AB 109.”
Assembly Bill 109
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was legislation passed in
2011 that was authored
after the U.S. Supreme
Court ordered California to redress its overcrowded prison problem,
citing constitutional protections against cruel
and unusual punishment. That court order
required that the state
cut its then-current inmate population in its
33 prisons to 137.5% of
capacity by May 2013.
To achieve that end, Assembly Bill 109 mandated that 30,000 state
prison inmates convict-

ed of non-violent crimes
be transferred to county
jails over a three-year
period.
Hagman
further
maintained, “She voted
to raise taxes. That hurt
the local economy. I am
supporting local business and the Ontario
Airport being returned
to local control.”
Hagman, 48, referenced his age differential
with the 73-year-old Negrete-McLeod. “I bring
an energy to the campaign and to the board of
supervisors she cannot
provide.”
Hagman elaborated,
“The Fourth District in
San Bernardino County
represents a different approach. This is a place
where people work hard
to make their own way
and grow the economy.
What I have to say represents the core message
of the Republican Party,
which is consistent with
the way people approach
life here in the Fourth
District, Republican or
Democrat. Her message
for the county is to grow
government instead of
the economy and she is
absolutely pro union. I
hope to be able to debate
her before this campaign
is over so people can see
the differences between
us. She is working for
bigger government. I believe that if we make the
private sector stronger,
that shores up the public
sector. We have to think
outside of the box. We
need to invite investment
from outside the county.
She has been against
small business and big
business and has been
pro union all her life. I
want people to compare
our voting records.”

Continued on Page 4
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past

Captain David Seely
By Mark Gutglueck
One of the more quarrelsome figures in San
Bernardino County history was Captain David
Seely, a founder of the
county who was also its
first treasurer and later a
member of and chairman
of the board of supervisors..
David Seely was born
October 12, 1819 in
Whitby Township, Ontario, Canada, one mile
from Fort Whitby.
Up to the age of 18, he
was raised on a farm, occasionally traveling with
his father, who owned
three sailing vessels.
In 1837, at the start
of the Canadian Patriot
War, in which thousands
of Canadians sought to
gain independence from
Great Britain, the Canadian authorities demolished one of the ships
he and his father owned
to prevent hostile action. Both father and son
were suspected of being
sympathizers to the rebel
cause.
As a consequence,
David fled Canada. He
next surfaced near Burl-

ington in the territory of
Iowa. Shortly thereafter
he relocated to Nashville
in the Iowa territory, a
place that has since been

Captain David Seely
renamed. This was south
of Burlington on the
Mississippi River. Seely
constructed two 100ton barges to be used

5315 Della Ave.
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701
(909) 202-4330

in transferring freight
from river steamers over
the Des Moines Rapids.
He worked as a pilot for
three years.

http://www.icrshop.com

In February 1846,
Seely married Mary Pettit of Hempstead, Long
Island.
In July 1846 he set off
for California and wintered at Council Bluffs
at a place now called
Seely’s Grove. He attached himself to a large
party of Mormons, arriving in Salt Lake City
in September. He stayed
in Salt Lake City for 14
months, departing in November 1849, travelling
with Pomercy’s train
via the southern route to
the gold fields of California. He was thus one
of the last arriving true
49ers who migrated to
the Golden State before
it was a state in an effort to enrich himself by
mining for treasure. On
the way the party picked
up nine survivors, disoriented travelers found
bare footed and near
starvation in Death Valley.
Seely reached San
Bernardino in February
1850, remaining there
for two months.
He
moved on to Los Angeles, where he sold what
possessions he had and
booked passage on a brig
found for San Francisco.

Once in the Bay Area, he
headed out to Coloma,
arriving there on April
6. He hooked up with
his brother and brotherin-law in a gold mining
operation in which they
were, historians tell us
“reasonably successful.”
On August 14, 1850
he returned to Salt Lake
City by way of Humbolt.
He wintered in Salt Lake
City and then embarked
for Southern California
again, this time as the
captain of a train of fifty
wagons.
Another fifty wagons
were under the supervision of Charles Rich,
Amasa Lyman and Andrew Lytle, who were
all destined to be leading
figures in the soon-to-befounded San Bernardino
community. The travelers were being guided by
Captain Jefferson Hunt.
On the way across the
desert, the wagon trains
had to be divided into
smaller groups on account of the scarcity of
water and forage. Seely’s
Party arrived at Sycamore Grove, now known
as Glen Helen Ranch,
at the base of the Cajon
Pass on June 11, 1851.
The other parties arrived
a few days later and all
remained on the banks of
the creek that was subsequently named after
Captain Lytle. After Lyman and Rich arranged
to purchase the San Bernardino Rancho from
the Lugo Family, the
newly arrived Mormon
pioneers departed from
Sycamore Grove into
San Bernardino Valley
in September 1851. They
began cultivating farms
at once, raising wheat to
obtain money to make
good on their debt from
the Rancho San Bernardino purchase.
Out of necessity, they
constructed a fort to protect themselves from the
native Paiutes, some of
whom were inhospitable
and others of whom were
outright hostile. This
group of settlers displayed a remarkable degree of industriousness,
beginning construction
of homes and buildings
to house tradesmen and

other professionals. To
obtain lumber for construction, they cut a
wagon trail to the top of
the mountain, following
West Twin Creek, down
which could be hauled
the lumber for the fort
and the homes and other
structures of early San
Bernardino. Pine trees
were dragged behind
the wagons to serve as
brakes down the steep
descent and prevent the
heavily loaded wagons
from overtaking the
oxen pulling them.
Together with his older brother Wellington,
David Seely built a sawmill, with a waterwheel
as the means of power,
and furnished lumber to
the new settlement. The
place became known
as “Seely Flat” and the
stream “Seely Creek.”
The California Legislature on April 26, 1853
passed the act creating
the county of San Bernardino from a portion
of Los Angeles County.
In the same act, David
Seely, John Brown, Isaac
Williams and H.G. Sherwood were designated as
a board of commissioners to select precincts,
appoint inspectors for
elections, gather returns
and issue certificates of
election. The first election was held in compliance with this act and
certificates of election
were issued to Captain
Jefferson Hunt for the
legislature, D.N. Thomas
for county judge, Ellis
Ames for county attorney, Richard R. Hopkins
for county clerk, Robert
Clift for Sheriff, David
Seely for treasurer, William Stout for county assessor, H.G. Sherwood
for surveyor and John
Brown and Andrew
Lytle for justices of the
peace. At the next election David Seely was
returned to the office of
treasurer, demonstrating
the confidence accorded
to him among his peers.
In June of 1855, Seely
was severely censured
and relieved as “stake
president” for nearly
killing a Jewish merchant with a heavy stick
in an argument over

conflicts with a Jewishowned lumber mill just
upstream from his mill
on Seely Creek. In 1857,
Seely answered Mormon
Leader Brigham Young’s
call to return to Salt Lake
City to defend the center
of Mormon Civilization
from President James
Buchanan’s threat of
war against the Church,
its members and its polygamist ways. Seely
took his oldest son with
him but left his wife and
younger children behind
in San Bernardino.
Seely made known
his intention of returning to San Bernardino
at the earliest opportunity, thereby incurring
the wrath of Young and
other Mormon leaders.
He subsequently became
embroiled in a dispute
over non-payment for
some merchandise he
had brought from California for sale. He was
accused of charging exorbitant prices and ordere to “clear out.” He
returned to San Bernardino and resumed
operation of his sawmill. He accumulated a
considerable degree of
wealth by 1860.
In 1869 he was elected
to the first of two twoyear terms on the board
of supervisors, representing the Second District. In 1871, he was chosen as board chairman.
He was a prime mover
in the effort to build the
San Bernardino Courthouse and Pavilion, as
well as the construction
of the free public road to
the mountains.
He was active in the
organization of the San
Bernardino Society of
California Pioneers.
Captain Seely died in
San Bernardino on May
24, 1892, surrounded by
his family at his home on
6th and C streets, leaving his widow, Mary
Seely, and four daughters, Mrs. Abrilla Satterwhite, Mrs. Emma Baker, Mrs. Maria Isabella
Corbett and Mrs. Caroline Barton, wife of John
H. Barton; and two sons,
David Randolph Seely
and Walter Edwin Seely.
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Favilla from front
page
is a Democratic city. So
is Ontario, but four of
the members of the city
council are Republicans.
We are trying to get local control over Ontario
Airport, which is now
owned and run by Los
Angeles. I am all for expanding our airport and
improving our downtown. Ontario has over a
hundred empty offices or
businesses in our downtown. In the eighteen
years I have been gone
the mayor and council
have not been able to
come up with any solutions. Not one member
of the council has business experience, or has
owned or run a successful business. I own a
business that is thriving.
I am a Democrat who can
meet with and dialogue
with the mayor of Los
Angeles. I have experience as a peace officer
and as a business owner.
I bring that to the table. I
am aligning myself with
two very intelligent ladies who are running for

Ontario Passenger
Traffic Up
from front page

International
traffic continues its upward
climb compared to last
year. This year’s activity from January through
July reflects a 68.7 percent increase over the
same period in 2013.
ONT is currently served
by two Mexico-based
carriers, Volaris, and
AeroMexico. Both provide nonstop service between ONT and Guadalajara, Mexico. Volaris
plans to add a third flight
on September 1st.
“ONT’s numbers continue to be encouraging,
and as we’ve said before
we’ll keep a close watch
on passenger volume

Get a unique
perspective on
events in
San Bernardino
County by
reading

inlandpolitics.com

on the
worldwide web.

city council – Yolanda
Garcia and Reyna Machado. We need a new team
and a new way of thinking that will be supportive of small businesses
that will redress our unemployment situation,
which in Ontario is higher than it is in most of the
rest of the state.”
Favilla was employed
for 28 years as a state
peace officer with the
California Youth Authority. After his retirement, he teamed with his
father in law to initiate a
business producing mezcal from the agave plants
grown at his family’s
150-acre ranch in Oaxaca, Mexico. An aspect of
his business is imports
into the United States.
“We produce a product
utilizing the same artisanship that has been in
place for 500 years,” Favilla said. “We upgraded
the factory and it is quite
successful.”
His first priority upon
being elected mayor,
Favilla said, will be to
“work with the mayor
of Los Angeles and Los
Angeles World Airports

for the remaining five
months of the year. The
improving economy appears to be encouraging an increase in air
travel,” said ONT airport
manager, Jess Romo.
“July 2014 reflected an
increase of over 7.5 percent compared to July
2013. Carriers continue
to monitor performance
of their routes and no
doubt work to maximize
profitability at ONT.”
ONT is located approximately 35 miles
east of downtown Los
Angeles in the center of
Southern California. It is
a medium-hub, full-service airport with direct
commercial jet service
to 14 major U.S. cities
and connecting service
to many domestic and
international
destinations. There are approximately 60 daily flights
offered by 8 air carriers.
For more information
about ONT, visit www.
flyOntario.com.
You
can like the airport on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/ONTAirport,
and follow it on Twitter
at www.twitter.com/flyONTAirport.
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[the division of the city
of Los Angeles Department of Airports that
manages Los Angeles
International
Airport
and Ontario Airport] to
reestablish local control
of Ontario Airport. That
would open the door to
economic development
not only for Ontario but
the Inland Empire. My
second priority would
be to announce that the
city of Ontario is open
for business and we are
going to streamline and
reduce the red tape and
requirements to open
businesses in Ontario.
I will make it so that
those businesses which
want to do business in
Ontario can submit a
one-page concept paper
and the city can select
from them the type of
downtown it wants to
build. We will partner
with them to make their

businesses successful so
they can hire people and
improve the local economy. I would have an
open arms approach and
would reach out to small
businesses and not just
sit back but work with
them to bring unemployment down and prosperity up. I have personally
looked at a lot of different downtowns – Sacramento, San Diego, San
Francisco, Seattle, Las
Vegas, Denver. There are
a variety of approaches
that communities take to
save what they have and
to develop or redevelop
those areas. The efforts
that Ontario has made
have not worked. I will
work toward bringing
Ontario’s downtown into
the 21st century.”
Favilla said elements
of his personal life give
him sensitivity to issues
the other candidates do

not possess. “I have two
daughters, aged 42 and
40. The youngest has developmental disabilities,
so I have worked with
her community to ensure
mainstream housing and
educational opportunities for the handicapped.”
Favilla said he is the
most qualified of the
three candidates running
for mayor.
“I have five simple
reasons,” he said when
asked why Ontario voters should select him as
their to political leader.
“I am a retired peace
officer with 28 years’
experience. To become
a peace officer I had to
have an AA degree. I
understand community
policing concepts and
can improve police community relations. Neither
Mr. Leon nor Mr. Avila
have a business background or have any idea

what it takes to do business in Ontario. I have
been married to the same
woman for 45 years. She
has been my constant
partner and understands
and supports me in running our business, raising a family and holding
office. I have had four
years experience in attracting business on city
council. I was the swing
vote to make the Ontario
Convention Center happen. While I was on the
city council, we added
13 square miles of dairy
land to Ontario, which
is now 50 square mile
large. Mr. Leon has not
created any new projects
for Ontario, nor has Mr.
Avila. Everything that
Mr. Leon takes credit
for was here when he
got on the council and
they were projects that

Congresswoman
Vs. Assemblyman

man’s performance in
the Assembly.
“If you examine them
closely, and compare and
contrast, you will see
who is the real people’s
candidate,” she said.
She dismissed Hagman’s criticisms of her
prison realignment votes
as overblown political
rhetoric. “He was in the
assembly during that

time,” Negrete-McLeod
said. “Did he not realize that our state and our
governor had to let those
prisoners go? Did he not
realize we were under
an order from the court
and that a three-judge
panel said we had to release those prisoners to
relieve overcrowding?
What does he not understand about that? Hasn’t

he read in the newspapers and seen the statistics that crime has gone
down or is that something I have to call him
to tell him? Those were
hard choices but in the
legislature you have to
make hard votes. Sometimes those votes are not
popular but they are part
of the job.”

from page 2

Negrete-McLeod said
she would encourage
the district’s voters to
consider the votes she
has cast throughout her
career, in both houses
of the state legislature
and in Congress and
compare them with Hag-

Continued on Page 9
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Valencia Casts Himself As Antiestablishment Ontario Council Candidate
Ruben Valencia is
vying against two incumbents and two other
challengers in this year’s
Ontario City Council
election. He is campaigning on a platform that includes greater openness
in local government and
facilitating business and
development opportunities.
“Three is a lack a lack
of transparency at City
Hall,” Valencia asserted. He continued, “I recently read in the paper
that Ontario was ranked
as being 141st out of
150 in terms of being a
friendly place to do business nationwide. There
is a lack of transparency
and too much red tape at
City Hall. I have a good
buddy, who has been a
contractor for close to
fifty years, named Ken. I

Ruben Valencia
asked him if it was true
about our city being so
difficult. He said, and I
can just about quote him
that whenever he does
a project in Ontario, he
says a prayer for God
to give him patience to
get through the project.
That kind of reputation
for our city is unacceptable. I will be a handson individual who will
walk with a contractor
through the procedure

to see what roadblocks
are so we can get rid of
them and expedite getting projects approved
and under way. This is
the type of reputation
Ontario has to change.”
Valencia hinted that
elected city officials are
exploiting their authority for their own benefit
and working against the
interests of the public at
large.
“We have what seems
to be a pay to play city
council,” he said. “If you
look at the incumbents,
I am running against,
one has received over
$150,000 from questionable sources. By that I
mean ones who have a
direct interest in how he
votes. Close to 90 percent
of his donations came
from developers, the fire
department union, the

police department union,
tens of thousands of dollars over the years. As
far as public trust goes,
residents and voters see
these large sums of money that the unions keep
feeding the incumbents
to get them elected.”
Valencia called for reform that would include
having the campaign
reporting documents ,
known in California as
Form 460, immediately
available to the public.
“I believe if we start
having transparent government where, for instance, our 460 forms
are posted online so
the public has access to
them and does not have
to go to City Hall and
pay to have them printed
out, it would curb a large
amount of money that
is coming in,” he said.

“Politicians would have
to answer to the public if
they are not able to hide
where they are getting
their money from. Most
of the public does not
know how to go about
finding 460s and such.
I also think we should
have term limits. I think
term limits would be a
step in the right direction. I believe incumbents become comfortable and forget what their
original game plan was
when they got elected.”
Valencia took a shot at
the city’s political establishment.
“In talking to the public right now, a hot topic
in Ontario is that we in
Ontario currently have
the same law firm that
the city of Bell had during the political scandal

there,” Valencia said.
“Our city attorney was a
managing partner in the
firm that was a central
figure in one of the worst
abuses of municipal authority in recent years.
People are very sensitive to that. How can the
people of this city trust
its leaders to do what is
right when they are getting their legal advice
from the same law firm
Bell had?”
Valencia said he believes he is qualified to
serve on the city council
because “ I am not part
of the status quo. I am
energetic. I can think
outside the box. I can
work well with different
entities as far as connecting the dots between

Continued on Page 10

Raising Fontana’s Aesthetic Level Is Gonzalez’s Council Campaign Theme
Adrian Felix Gonzalez is running for Fontana City Council, he
says, “because I want to
beautify the city. I want
to bring in more development and I want bring
in more business.”
The first order of business once he is elected,
Gonzalez said, would be
to “find out where the
money is going and cut
down on other programs
that do not have a major
impact in Fontana. I want
to work with the mayor,

the other council members, the city manager
and the city engineer to
find areas where there is
wasteful spending.”
Gonzalez said, “Our
number one challenge
is redirecting city funds
into the areas that haven’t
been given the priorities
other areas have been
given. If you live in
Fontana, you know that
parts are beautiful and
there are parts that are
not. We need to connect
the two. This has to be

Adrian Felix Gonzalez
applied to everything,
the streets, the lights, the
sidewalks, the trees. We
have to make sure that

no parts get left behind
in Fontana.
“I want to work on
the beautification of
Fontana,” Gonalez said.
“I want it to look nice.
I want everyone to have
pride in the city like I do.
I am a lifelong resident.
I grew up here. I went to
elementary school here.
I graduated from A.B.
Miller High School. “
Gonzalez said, “I want
everyone who votes to
know that I will be committed to all the parts of

Fontana, the new and the
old. I want to continue
development. I want to
ensure quality growth.
But I will not forget
about the older sections
of town. “
Gonzalez said he is
distinguished from the
other candidates in the
race by his youth and
the approach to life his
youth affords him.
“I have a young perspective,” he said. “A lot
of the candidates don’t
have that. I look at the

city the way a young
person does. Essentially,
my adulthood has occurred while there has
been major change in the
city. I want to contiue
that growth and encourage the beautification of
Fontana. I am 31 years
old and I bring a fresh
perspective to this.”
The owner of a Fontana-based real estate
company, Gonzalez is a
licensed real estate broker.

Greene Running As Family Values Candidate In Victorville Council Race
Chrisopher Greene
said he was motivated
to run for the Victorville
City Council largely because he believes Victorville does not offer
sufficient amenities for
faimiles.
“I want to improve
the city and make it
more family oriented,”
Greene told the Sentinel.
“I don’t see a whole lot
going on in that way. My
wife and I are teachers
and we have the summer
off, so we have travelled
around the country. We
saw lots of things other
cities were doing which
are more family oriented. I am running for city
council to see if there is
something I can do along
those lines.”
A father of two,

Greene said he was naturally interested in doing
things around town with
his children, but had not
found much to engage
them. “We have the
San Bernardino County
Fair and the Slice of Life
Festival and that’s about
it. We want to do things
as a family, but family
things just aren’t happening here.“
The solution, he said,
is for the city to encourage and facilitate “cultural things, like theater
arts. We have Old Victorville down on Seventh
Street where we could
put that sort of thing in
there.”
Greene said he was
not personally animated
about much else, but that
he had been listening to

those around him since
declaring his intention
to run and that he had
picked up some level of
concern about other issues from others.
One of those did not
fall too far from his
theme of family values
and orientation that was
at the heart of his political impetus. “Some
people have told me they
are not happy with the
planned parenthood clinic,” he said. “They are
pro-life and from what
I heard from them, I did
not like it much that we
have an abortion place
there. I haven’t looked
into the whole issue. I
don’t know who would
resolve the complaints
at the moment. Obviously, the planned par-

enthood establishment
is already theres. I’m not
looking to take people’s
jobs away, but that is one
of the complaints I have
heard.”
Greene said other issues mentioned and concerns expressed relate
to “the water department and what is being
done while we are in this
drought.” Moreover, he
said, he has Heard “complaints about various city
departments.
“I attended meetings
previously,” he said. “I
really didn’t like what I
heard and was seeing.
About two years ago
I decided I would do
something. I wanted to
run for council then but
it didn’t work out at the
time. Now running for

Christopher Greene
me is a little more feasible.”
Greene said he sees
the city as “unorganized”
and that city officials are
not doing things as they
have promised. “I think
one of the things they
lack is straightforwardness,” he said. “If you
look at politics in general
that seems to be the case.
One of the things I pride

myself on is being upfront and honest. I don’t
think anything should be
hidden from the people
who are trusting you to
take care of things. If
there’s something someone does not understand,
I think those things
should be clarified. If
something needs to be
said, someone should
say it. If something
needs to be done, someone should do it. I think
I am open to receiving
questions. I do not mind
at all being called on the
phone or meeting with
people.”
Green attended and
graduated from Hesperia High School. He and
his wife are teachers at
Silver Valley High in
Yermo.
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DA Clears Sheriff’s Deputy Ismael Diaz In Third Officer-Related Civilian Death
By Mark Gutglueck
(August 28) The San
Bernardino County District Attorney’s Office
will not file criminal
charges against San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Deputy Ismael Diaz
and his partner, Joseph
Perea, following a more
than year-long review
of the fatal shooting of
Merlin Factor, 26, in Yucaipa on June 29, 2013.
Factor’s death was the
third in which Diaz had
a hand in a 26-month period beginning in May
2011.
Factor was shot nine
times while he was inside a car driven to the
scene of the shooting by
a woman identified only
as Erin H.
According to deputy
district attorney Simon
Umschied, Factor and
Erin H. had been in a
short-lived dating relationship that had soured
after Factor’s amphetamine use had led to
radical mood swings in
which she alleged he had
physically abused her,
had stolen from her and
perpetrated vandalism to
the mobile home coach
in which she resided.
On June 29, 2013 according to Umschied,
Erin H. purposefully had
driven to meet Factor as
part of an effort to have
Factor arrested. On June

29, according to Umschied, Factor confronted Erin H. at the mobile
home coach she lived in
at a trailer park on Second Street and claimed
that she owed him money, and then threw a
rock through her coach’s
window as he was leaving.
A short time later,
Factor called Erin H.,
denied throwing the rock
through her window and
asked her for a ride to
Calimesa. She agreed to
do so, but before heading
off to meet him at a location on Third Street, she
instructed her on-again
off-again live-in boyfriend, identified only
as Ben D., to phone the
police and notify them
of where she would be
with Factor in an effort
to have Factor, whom she
knew to have outstanding warrants against
him, arrested.
“Erin H. had come up
with the plan in hopes of
getting Factor into custody so he would stop
harassing her,” according to Umschied.
Erin H. picked Factor up at Fourth Street
and Wildwood Canyon
Road. Meanwhile, Ben
D. contacted the sheriff’s
office and, after reporting the rock throwing
incident, told Diaz, the
responding officer about

Erin H.’s ongoing effort
to attract the attention
of law enforcement with
Factor in her company
as a way to have Factor
arrested. Both Diaz and
Perea, driving different
patrol cars, were now
on the lookout for Factor
and Erin H., driving in a
green Chevrolet Malibu.
The green Malibu was
spotted at Der Wienerschnitzel by Diaz, but
before he could maneuver his car to effectuate
a confrontation there,
Erin H. pulled out onto
Yucaipa Blvd going in
the opposite direction.
Diaz radioed Perea and
turned around to follow
the Malibu, which Erin
H. pulled into a church
parking lot. Both Diaz
and Perea followed the
Malibu into the parking
lot, stopping on either
side of the car.
When Diaz made contact with Factor, according to Umschied, Factor identified himself as
John Harper. Believing
Diaz to be the suspect
described to him by Ben
D., Diaz attempted to arrest and handcuff him.
Factor pulled away and
fell back into the car,
according to Umschied,
and when Diaz approached the car, Factor
grabbed Diaz’s shirt.
The district attorney’s
office report maintains

that Factor tore Diaz’
shirt and Diaz, ordering
Factor to stop resisting,
pushed Factor back into
the car.
In his statement to
investigators,
Diaz
claimed Factor grabbed
him around the waist and
put his hand on Diaz’s
holster. Simultaneously,
according to the district
attorney’s office report,
Perea yelled “gun, gun,
gun” and attempted to
deployed his taser. It is
not clear whether Perea
was referring to his belief that Factor had possession of Diaz’s gun, or
whether he was signaling to Diaz to stand clear
to avoid being jolted by
the electric shock to be
inflicted on Factor. The
taser, however, did not
seem to be effective.
When Factor appeared
to be reaching deep into
his pants, Perea deployed
the taser again, to no apparent effect. Diaz ordered Factor to show his
hands several times.
“Diaz believed that
Factor was attempting to reach something,
perhaps a gun, that was
deep inside his pants,”
according to Umschied
.“Diaz kept ordering
Factor to show him his
hands or he was going to
have to shoot him.”
According to Umschied, “Diaz was con-

cerned that he would
have no route of escape
if Factor produced a gun
and started firing. Because of the position of
the confrontation in the
car and the placing of the
police unit he feared he
would not be able to get
out of harm’s way.”
Factor continued to
disregard Diaz’s order
to stop reaching in his
waistband and show his
hands. As Factor continued to disregard Diaz’s commands, Deputy
Perea opened fire on factor with his weapon, according to Umschied.
Diaz told investigators Factor continued to
reach into his waistband
as the shots were being
fired. According to Umschied, “Diaz stated that
he thought he heard 4-5
shots. Diaz did not unholster or fire his weapon at Factor. After Factor
stopped moving, Diaz
pulled him from the car
and called for an ambulance. Perea started CPR
on Factor. Diaz indicated that he also located
a knife in Factor’s left
front pocket.”
Factor was declared
dead at Redlands Community Hospital and the
autopsy report revealed
he had been shot a total
of nine times down the
right side of his torso.
The autopsy also report-
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ed that Factor had alcohol, methamphetamine
and cannabinoids in his
system at the time of his
death.
According to Umschied, who submitted
his report on behalf of
district attorney Mike
Ramos, “Based on the
reasonable fear created
by Factor grabbing the
deputy around the waist,
and continuing to grab
in his own waistband,
ignoring commands to
stop, deputy Perea was
legally justified, under
the laws of self-defense
and defense of others,
in using lethal force to
defend himself and deputy Diaz. As a result, no
criminal liability exists
on the part of deputy
Perea or deputy Diaz.”
Diaz was involved
in the officer-involved
death of Allen Kephart
which took place on May
10, 2011 in the San Bernardino Mountains when
Diaz, deputy Michael
Gardea and sergeant
Bryan Lane unleashed
their tasers on him a total of 16 times.
On October 26, 2011
Diaz and Perea were involved, along with sergeant Michael O’Brien
in the fatal shooting of
Kenneth Munoz Jr. after
sheriff’s deputies had
been summoned to the
35200 block of Avenue
B in Yucaipa by Kenneth
Paul Munoz Sr., who reported that his son was
refusing to return to
him his truck, which
they used in common as
a work vehicle in their
family run business. After the younger Munoz
fled, the officers gave
chase, utilizing a taser,
and a bean-bag shotgun
on him. After Munoz
was lying face down on
the ground and Perea
was kneeling upon Munoz’s back in an effort to
handcuff him, Munoz reacted and Perea’s gun, a
45-caliber Glock 21 pistol, fell out of its holster.
A scuffle between Perea
and Munoz ensued and
when Perea separated
from Munoz, O’Brien
opened fire, striking
Munoz twice. Diaz then
shot Munoz ten times
as he lay on the ground.
Munoz died at the scene.
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Possible Colonies
Case Appeal from
front page
ened and coerced former
supervisors Bill Postmus
and Paul Biane to settle
a lawsuit brought against
the county and its flood
control district over
drainage issues at the

Jeff Burum
Colonies at San Antonio
residential and Colonies
Crossroads commercial
subdivisions in northeast
Upland and then rewarding them with $100,000
donations to political
action committees they
controlled after they voted, with supervisor Gary
Ovitt to confer a $102
million settlement on the
Colonies Partners in November 2006.
The Colonies Partners was a consortium
of 21 investors, headed
by co-managing principals Burum and Dan
Richards. In May 2011,
Burum, Biane, former
sheriff’s deputies’ union
president Jim Erwin and
Mark Kirk, who had
been Ovitt’s chief of
staff, were named in a
29-count indictment alleging conspiracy, fraud,
conflict of interest, misappropriation of public
funds, bribery, perjury
and tax evasion. In the
indictment Erwin, who
had worked as a consul-

tant to the Colonies Partners, was charged with
assisting Burum in facilitating Postmus and Biane’s reception of bribes.
Kirk was charged with
using his influence with
Ovitt to convince him to
support the $102 million
settlement that was approved by the board on a
3-2 vote.
The May 2011 indictment superseded a February 2010 indictment
in which Postmus and
Erwin had been named.
Postmus and Erwin had
pleaded not guilty to the
charges in the original
indictment, but in March
2011, Postmus entered
guilty pleas to 14 felony
charges against him in
the first indictment and
turned state’s evidence,

Bill Postmus
testifying as the star witness before the second
grand jury impaneled in
April 2011 that indicted
Burum, Biane, Erwin
and Kirk.
In July and August,
Smith threw out the conspiracy charge against
all four defendants that
was central to the indictment. Smith also dismissed perjury and tax
fraud charges against
Erwin, Biane and Kirk
and he further dismissed
con f l ict- of-i nt e re st
charges against Burum
and Erwin, reasoning
that Burum was never a

public official and Erwin
was not a public official
at the time of the alleged
crimes. Smith nevertheless sustained 18 of the
29 counts in the original
indictment,
including
bribery charges as well
as charges of misappropriation of public funds
against all four defen-

Jim Erwin
dants, which he had previously given indication,
following defense arguments, he was leaning
toward dropping.
Smith gave the prosecution leave to amend the
indictment with regard
to 12 of the charges contained in the superseding
May 2011indictment to
clarify that the statute of
limitations would not exclude those charges. The
prosecution indeed filed
an amended indictment
on August 8. Notably,
however, the prosecution did not excise the
conspiracy counts from
the amended indictment, which was widely
interpreted by legal experts as a signal that the
prosecution, consisting
of lawyers from both
the California Attorney
General’s Office and the
San Bernardino County
District Attorney’s Office, intends to appeal
Smith’s ruling with regard to the dismissal of
the conspiracy counts.

To date, however, the
prosecution has not filed
that appeal.
The defendants were
scheduled to be arraigned on the charges in
the amended indictment
on August 25. On that
date, however, Smith
delayed the arraignment
of the defendants. That
delay came about at least
in part because the attorneys representing Biane
and Kirk, David Goldstein and Paul Grech, respectively, are purposed
to file motions requesting that their clients be
tried separately from
Burum and Erwin.
The revelation of the
pending motions for
separate trials triggered
a rash of speculation,

Melissa Mandel
ranging from assertions
that the move was a meticulously coordinated
action involving all of
the defense attorneys
to complicate the prosecution of the case to a
signal that Biane was
contemplating entering
a negotiated plea. Legal
analysts say that separate
trials would conceivably
benefit all of the defendants, preventing the
prosecution from crosstainting the defendants
with testimony and the
presentation of evidence
about their codefendants,
and allowing the defense
for Burum and Erwin
to vector the jury’s attention to information
considered to be exculpatory to their clients
exclusively. Conversely,
some legal analysts have
suggested the separation of the cases could
redound to the benefit
of the prosecution by allowing them to put on a
less convoluted and more
concentrated showing of
facts that would be less
likely to confuse jurors
or leave them lost in a
sea of minutiae.
Smith gave defense
attorneys a September
12 deadline by which to
file their motions, and is
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allowing prosecutors to
respond to those motions
as late as September 25.
He said he will hear oral
arguments on those motions on October 1.
The more telling issue
in the case, however, is
whether the defense or
prosecution or both will
appeal Smith’s July and
August rulings.
Of moment with Supervising Deputy California Attorney General
Melissa Mandel and deputy district attorney Michael Abney is the consideration that Smith’s
ruling dismissing the
conspiracy charges severely complicates their
efforts in that those dismissals erase a multitude of overt acts from
the indictment upon
which much of the case
is based. Simultaneously, there could exist
what are referred to in
legal parlance as “writable” issues with regard
to Smith’s sustaining of
some of the other charges.
It appears that a delicate stand-off between
the prosecution and defense may have ensued.
Mandel and Abney
would prefer that the
defense not appeal any
of Smith’s rulings favorable to the prosecution,
particularly with regard
to the misappropriation of public funds, the
most important charge
remaining in the case.
Of relevance here is that
the very same appellate
court previously ruled
on Judge Brian McCarville’s findings on the
defense’s demurer motions related to the case,
finding on balance in the
defense’s favor.
At the same time,
prosecutors are acutely
aware that Smith’s ruling
throwing out the conspiracy charges removes
from the indictment language related to all 43
alleged overt acts, upon
which the strongest portion of their case hinges.
By leaving the conspiracy charges intact in the
amended
indictment,
prosecutors have not
surrendered the option
of making their own appeal.
It thus appears that
the prosecution may be
tacitly offering up the
defense a deal, by which

it will not pursue an appeal in return for the defense not appealing any
of Smith’s rulings, and
having the matter proceed toward trial.
The fact that no appeals as of yet have been
filed is, in and of itself,
telling.
On August 25, Smith
affirmed his dismissal of
the conspiracy charges
against all four defendants on statute limitations grounds. This portends in the defense’s
favor, giving grounds for
confidence that Smith’s
finding that a three-year
statute of limitations applies to the conspiracy
charges alleged in the indictment and that his dismissal of the conspiracy
charges will withstand
a prosecution appeal on
those grounds. Nevertheless, the defense may
have grounds and the
support of case law to
support carrying a writ
to the Fourth Court of
Appeals in Riverside on
any errors of law.
If the defense camp
pushes through with
a challenge to Smith’s
rulings, the prosecution
will almost certainly file
its own appeal.
Based upon the time
the Fourth District Court
of Appeals spent analyzing the prior appeals
related to McCarville’s
demurrer rulings in 2011
and 2012, a ruling on further appeals would likely
take 12 to 14 months.
Smith set a September 4 status conference
for attorneys to spell
out their intentions with
regard to making an appeal, which must be filed
by September 15.
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Vaquera from front
page
Fontana. If I did not live
here or if my kids were
not here, maybe I would
not care about it, but now

Mitchell from front
page
ments from single family
to multiple family units,
which is completely contrary to the general plan,”
Mitchell said. “When
Chino Hills incorporated, we adopted zoning
for residential in certain
areas, higher density
residential in other areas
and commercial in others. It seems to me the
city council is now going
around the general plan
by using state housing
mandates as a loophole
to make these changes.”
Mitchell’s reference
is to state requirements
that dictate a minimum
amount of “affordable”
housing must be included
among each municipality’s housing stock. But
the city has used sleight
of hand in applying the
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my foremost interest is
to benefit the city.”
Vaquera said the major issue/challenge facing Fontana at present is
“We are divided either
by partisanship or rac-

ism. A lot of people are
divided by race. It is often Latinos vs. Americans in any position you
run for, school board or
city council or whatever. If you are elected it

has to be a whole array
of people, not just your
group, you have to represent. But with the way it
is there are a lot of people
who are not represented.
I want to change that.”

state rules in a ruse to
allow selected developers to build at a density
that is not provided for
in the city code, she said.
“They are not providing affordable housing
to anyone,” she said.
“By using the exception
for state’s housing mandates, they don’t have
to go to the public to
change the general plan.
They are giving certain
developers the ability
to build something they
should not be entitled
to. They are changing
our low and medium
density to multiple family and higher density. I
want to see that stopped.
They are not complying
with the general plan or
the wishes of the public
in making these zoning
changes. The increased
density creates more
traffic congestion and
takes away from the

rural way of life we all
came to Chino Hills for.”
Mitchell continued,
“We have also seen an
increase in fees. The city
council hired a consultant to address the issue
of city fees. From there,
they increased permit
costs 30 to 40 percent.
That is essentially a tax.
If they need more in
taxes they should generate more in sales tax, and
not increase fees. If you
buy a new water heater,
it costs you $200 in fees
to install it. Some people
cannot afford that.”
A roiling local issue
over the last two years
has been the proliferation of maternity hotels,
also known as Chinese
birthing homes, in Chino Hills. In 2012 it was
learned that Chino Hills
was host to several such
operations, at which
wealthy pregnant women

from China would stay
during the final stages
of their pregnancies and
would then give birth at
local hospitals so that,
under the 14th Amendment, their children
could claim U.S. citizenship.
In all of the cases, the
homes were not licensed
and alterations in their
configurations had been
made, including the addition of ten toilets at
one such house, which
overloaded the abode’s
septic system. In one
case, there was evidence
to indicate as many as
30 women were being
housed there at one time.
Mitchell was at the
forefront of a group calling for action that resulted in the city’s code
enforcement division citing the owner of one of
the homes with numerous city code violations.

He took aim at another candidate in the race,
former Congressman Joe
Baca, who is challenging
Warren. “He just moved
here, having moved on
from his position in Sacramento and Washing-

ton, D.C. I wouldn’t want
anyone here like that
guiding our city.”
Married with three
children, Vaquera manages the truck maintenance division for a
transportation company.

Follow-up action involving the city attorney led
to that specific home’s
closure and some order
of commitment that the
home would not be put
to that purpose again.
“I would like to comprehensively address the
issue of maternity hotels,” Mitchell said. “We
have identified nine alleged maternity hotels.
You have women housed
in those homes turned
in and out of there in
30 days. I have personally made a complaint
on three homes several
months ago. Nothing
seems to be being done.
We have to keep this maternity hotel issue from
getting out of control.”
Mitchell also said the
city should rethink the
tentative location it has
settled upon for its dog

park since its completion there is likely to be
delayed for an unacceptable amount of time.
Mitchell said her
commitment to the community recommends her
as a candidate.
“I believe what distinguishes me from other
candidates is I get behind what I believe,” she
said. “I am someone who
gets involved and makes
things move forward.
Anything I set my mind
to I make happen. Actions speak louder than
words. Most people talk
the talk. I am a person
who walks the talk. If I
am elected people will
see real positive change.
I will make Chino Hills
better, actually greater
than it is now.”
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99 Cent Store A Welcome Addition To Needles
N E E DL E S —T h e
May departure of Bashas’, Needles last remaining grocery store,
has been counterbalanced by the arrival of a
99 Cents Only Store in
the county’s easternmost
city.
Needles held a “soft
opening” for the store on
August 21, a harbinger of
the grand opening set for
Thursday September 11.
The new store is filling the actual vacancy
left when Basha’s closed,
filling the gap in the
Needles Towne Center,
at1010 East Broadway,
near the confluence of
East Broadway and Interstate 40. The regular
hours, once officially
open, will be 8 a.m. to 10
p.m. daily.
The store is to feature
a wide variety of food
products, most for 99
cents or less. It will offer some grocery items
at higher prices, such as
milk and eggs.
Needles, the county’s

smallest city populationwise at 4,700 residents,
is in an unmistakable financial decline. Bashas’
Grocery Store employed
43 full and part time
workers.
For several years, the
city had provided a subsidy to Bashas’ to keep it
from leaving. That subsidy, which consisted of
payments of $150,000
annually in both 201011 and 2011-12 and
$200,000 in 2012-13 and
2013-14, was set to expire in June.
Another factor driving the closure was the
expiration of the Bashas’
lease with Reliable Properties.
Needles, located in the
far northeast end of San
Bernardino County and
just across the Colorado
River from Arizona, for
years has been at a disadvantage in terms of
sales tax revenue based
upon not only its limited
population and the lack
of surrounding popula-

tion but higher California sales taxes and gasoline tax as compared to
those levied in Arizona
or the slightly more distant state of Nevada.
Residents routinely cross
the river to purchase
gasoline in Arizona, at a
cost savings of as much
as thirty cents a gallon.
The price disadvantage
on other consumer goods
in California, while less
pronounced than on gasoline, nevertheless has
translated into sluggish
sales west of the Colorado River.
The closure of the
town’s only grocery
store just before the onset of the summer tourist season further eroded
Needles’ overall economy as fishermen, boaters
and other river enthusiasts elected in some cases to camp or stay on the
Arizona shore, nearer
to existing and surviving retail establishments
there.
Last year, city manag-

er Rick Daniels prevailed
upon the city council to
hire economic development consultant Michael
Bracken in an effort to
find ways to jumpstart
the local economy.
One ploy that did not
pay off was allowing
marijuana clinics to proliferate. Just when those
establishments seemed
to be gaining traction,
they were raided by law
enforcement authorities
and many shut down.

Favilla
from page 4
were approved or put in
place while I was in office – the Ontario Mills,
the conventions center,
the expansion of Ontario
Airport. I have the ability to speak Spanish. Neither the mayor nor Mr.
Avila can speak Spanish.
I am uniquely qualified
to bring Ontario into an
era of prosperity.”
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports
Coroner Case #701406419 - On 08/26/14 at 10:42 PM, the Ontario Police Department dispatch center received 911 calls of a subject down in the area of Lake and
6th Street in Ontario. Officers responded to the area and found twenty-eight year old Ontario resident Jeremy Joseph Stroud with upper body trauma. Paramedics
responded to the location and Stroud was transported to San Antonio Community Hospital where he died on 08/27/14. Ontario Police Homicide is investigating this
incident. [082814 1429 SY]
Coroner case 701406383--On Tuesday, August 26, 2014, at approximately 3:59 a.m. deputies from the Morongo Basin station responded to a call of an unknown
problem at a business in the 58000 block of Twentynine Palms Highway, in the town of Yucca Valley. Deputies arrived to find an elderly male adult with upper body
trauma in a recreational vehicle (RV). The man was pronounced dead at the scene. Investigators from Sheriff's Homicide Division responded to the location and are
conducting the investigation. The name of the decedent is withheld pending notification to next of kin. [082714 0920 SY]
Coroner case #701406358--On 08/24/2014 at 11:02 p.m., a 911 call was received by the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department and the California Highway Patrol reporting a motorcycle collision on National Trails Highway, just north of Vista Road in Helendale. Law enforcement and fire department paramedics
responded to the scene and arrived to find Andres Steven Jaramillo, a 41 year old male resident of Helendale, with fatal traumatic injuries. The California Highway
Patrol is investigating the incident. [082714 0913 SY]
Coroner Case #701406346-- On Sunday, August 24, 2014, at 4:50 am, 19 year old Jose Jimenez Hernandez, a resident of Colton, was the driver involved in a solo
traffic collision in the 2400 block of S. La Cadena Drive in the city of Colton. Paramedics responded and he was pronounced dead at the scene. The Colton Police
Department is also investigating this traffic collision. [082414 2010 JK]
Coroner Case #701406319-- On Friday, August 22, 2014, at 6:04pm, 26 year old Alicia Guaderrama, a resident of Ontario, was the passenger on a motorcycle
traveling southbound on Milliken avenue at Brickell Street in Ontario when it struck a northbound Honda Accord that was making a U-turn. Paramedics responded
and she was pronounced dead at the scene. The Ontario Police Department is investigating this traffic collision. [08/22/14 2300 EM]
Coroner case 701406314 VN: On Friday, August 22, 2014, at 3:30 PM, Aaris Ryan Cueto, a 23 year old resident of Upland, was operating a motorcycle westbound
along the Interstate 210 Freeway in Rancho Cucamonga when he struck the back of another vehicle. Paramedics responded to the scene and confirmed the Cueto had
died of his injuries. The collision is under investigation by the California Highway Patrol. [08/22/14 2345 VN]
Coroner case #701406300--- On 08/22/2014 at 3:47 AM, thirty-four year-old Alex David Alvarado of San Bernardino died at Arrowhead Regional Medical Center
following an officer involved shooting. The San Bernardino Police Department and SanBernardino Sheriff Coroner Division are investigating. [082214 1528 SY]
CORRECTION: Alex Alvarado was 38 year old resident of San Bernardino. [082614 1045 SY]

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.
Valencia from page
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the federal, state and
local levels in getting
things done. I believe we
need to change our image and I believe I can
bring about that change
in image. We have to reinvent our image. If you
look at the surrounding
cities, when you go to
Upland or to Rancho Cucamonga, you see nice,
artful signs telling you
you are entering their
city. In Ontario, we have
a metal sign that is inadequate. Our presentation
is not what it should be.
We need to put our best
foot forward. “Ruben
Valencia is a two decade
resident of Ontario, having been born in Pico Rivera. He graduated from
Whittier High School
and attended Rio Hondo
College. He is employed
as a deputy with the Los
Angeles Sheriff’s Department.

Read all
about the
intrigue in the
San Bernardino
County political
scene at
iepolitics.com

on the
worldwide web.

Friday, August 29, 2014

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ASCERTAIN AND ESTABLISH
STANDING OF NEWSPAPER OF
GENERAL CIRCULATION
CASE NO. CIVRS1402833
To all who may be interested in the following:
A PETITION TO ESTABLISH STANDING has
been filed by MARK RICHARD GUTGLUECK in
the Superior Court of California, County of San Bernardino.

San Bernardino County Sentinel

County Wildlife Corner

Autumn Adaptations For Animals
By Diane Dragotto
Williams
Bears are ravenous; woodpeckers and
chipmunks are storing
acorns; female deer are
eating for two; even bats

shed their summer fur,
and develop fall fur, preparing for winter. So caring for your oak trees in
your yard can be a true
food and shelter source
for these animals. Deer

THE PETITION TO ESTABLISH STANDING
requests that the SAN BERNARDINO SENTINEL
be adjudicated and established as a “newspaper of
general circulation” pursuant to Government Code
Section 6008.
THE PETITION TO ESTABLISH is as follows:
1.
Petitioner is the publisher of the
newspaper known as the San Bernardino County
Sentinel, referenced herein as “the Sentinel.”
2.
Petitioner seeks adjudication of
the Sentinel under Government Code Section 6008
as a “newspaper of general circulation” in the City
of Rancho Cucamonga, California, located in the
County of San Bernardino.
3.
The Sentinel is currently a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Rancho
Cucamonga (and other places) published and distributed for the dissemination of local news and intelligence of a general character. The Sentinel’s business address is 10788 Civic Center Drive, Rancho
Cucamonga, California 91730.
4.
The Sentinel has a bona fide subscription list of paying subscribers numbering approximately 2,458 in the City of Rancho Cucamonga, and 7,208 additional subscribers throughout the
County of San Bernardino.
5.
During each year of the five-year period preceding the filing of this Petition, the Sentinel
has been established, printed, and published under
the name of San Bernardino County Sentinel. The
mechanical work of producing; that is, the work of
composing and printing the Sentinel, takes place regularly in the Cities of Rancho Cucamonga, Colton,
Chino, and Ontario. The Sentinel is distributed on
Friday of each calendar week.
6.
During each year of the five-year
preceding the filing of this petition, the newspaper
has maintained coverage of local news and intelligence of a general character.
WHEREFORE, petitioner prays for judgment ascertaining and establishing the San Bernardino County Sentinel as a newspaper of general
circulation, as defined in Section 6000 of the Government Code, for the City of Rancho Cucamonga.
A HEARING ON THE PETITION WILL BE
HELD AS FOLLOWS:
Date: September 5, 2014
Time: 8:30 in Dept. S27J
Located at: San Bernardino Justice Center, 247
West Third Street, San Bernardino, CA, 92415
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person
or by your attorney.
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are on the move! Everyone is hungry, storing
up for winter. Animal
from birds, to squirrels,
to mice to raccoons, to
foxes, to black bears are
looking for supplies to
bank up, store up, and
add fat to their bodies!

them from moving to a
warmer climate. Many
animals nibble and nap,
preparing for winter.
They begin training their
bodies to lower their
heart rates, and drop
their body temperatures,
finding warm places to
live. So only cut down
trees if they are dead
to the roots, otherwise
their hollow cavities will
provide good homes for
many forest animals.

tus, food availability,
the amount of daylight
and temperature changes
can thrust them into aggressively searching for
food sources. So do not
leave your trash cans out
with tempting leftovers,
or containers smelling
of your last pizza, or ice
cream party. If they become dumpster divers,
they become nuisance
bears, and their lives can
be taken by trappers, or
those people who acOur Southern Cali- quire a depredation perfornia Black bears are

are beautiful, but this
time of year, because of
rutting, when male deer
lose their antlers, they
can be dangerous, so
stay away from them.
Coyotes will be hungry, living in packs and

Fall is the time of
year for animals to prepare for the next difficult
season, sometimes with
meager food ahead, and
with severe temperature
changes. And some even
are preparing for a long
winter’s sleep. So what
should we, as humans,
be diligent about, or take
special precautions to
help with their transition?
First of all, they are
all looking for a place to
stay in winter. So make
sure your home, or boat
is in good repair, so that
wild animals don’t take
up residence in your
build-up, garage, attic or water vehicle. It’s
extremely difficult to
remove them after they
move in, and horror
stories have been told
about bears and other
mammals being trapped,
and killed, inhumanely,
while denning.

raising their young.
Keep small pets inside,
and don’t even feed your
dogs and cats outside.
Coyotes can climb trees,
and jump fences easily.
Do not leave domestic
birds, or other small animals outside in a cage,
with no escape, as they
may be dinner for a hungry hawk, or a raccoon
that can get into anything with their clever
hands.

Deer eat acorns and
brown oak leaves to
strengthen their process
of keeping their body
temperatures
warmer
than normal. They sleep
on piles of leaves, and

Birds instinctively begin to migrate to warmer
climates, so leaving your
hummingbird feeder out
too long in the fall, can
end up compromising
their lives, even keeping

not true hibernators, but

go into winter lethargy,
or denning. Factors like
their reproductive sta-

mit to kill a bear, just
because it frequents their
home or pond. Most of
all, don’t give any animal an attractive reason
to become a problem in
your neighborhood. It
goes without saying, that
it is illegal to feed wild
animals.
Let’s live in harmony
with our forest friends.
We would have a sad
world without them.
Preserving wildlife does
heal the human spirit!

Chino Chiropractic Office
Dr. Dean Kerr

Palmer Chiropractor

Phone: 909 627-3633
Pager: 909 464-7246

Serving the entire Chino Valley

13039 Seventh Street
Chino, CA 91710

Friday, August 29, 2014

San Bernardino County Sentinel

Page 12

California Style
Golden Rule

By Grace Bernal

Recently we saw all
aspects of gray and suddenly all that is glitters
is gold. It’s a nice kind
of gold because it tends
to match up with some

of the vintage buildings that have aspects
of golden etching. It’s
as if people walking the
streets are coordinating
aspects of gold with the

architectural decor. With
that said, gold is the rule
in fashion. Golden fashion can come in many
forms. From simple jewelry pieces, purses, hats,
shoes, and, of course,
attire. Don't be afraid to
explore with the color
gold. Because, exploring
with color is what makes
fashion fun. Overall, the
color gold along with the
grays are perfect ways
to take the California
sun to a new level and
welcome the sunny California Autumn season
that is soon to be upon
us. Keep in mind that all
colors are fun to explore

time, golden up and take
fashion as far as your
heart desires. Enjoy the
weekend!

“The human body is
the best work of art.”
― Jess C. Scott

with and the gold along
with the grays are just
something that caught
my eyes while roaming the streets. ‘Til next

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook

Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved

Republican Voter Celebration In Upland On Sunday To Feature Kashkari
The San Bernardino
County Republican Party will host an event in
Upland on Sunday, August 31, at which several
national, state and local
GOP candidates will be

in attendance.
Among those will be
gubernatorial candidate
Neel Kashkari. Kashkari, an engineer for
TRW Inc and a Wharton
School graduate, worked

as an investment banker
for Goldman Sachs and
as assistant Secretary of
the Treeasury. He played
a major role in drafting
the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of

2008, which created the
Troubled Asset Relief
Program, a $700 billion
bailout fund for financial
institutions threatened

Neel Kashkari
with collapse.
Billed as a "Republican Voter Celebration,"
it will take place from
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 222
N. Mountain Avenue.
31st Congressional
District candidate Paul
Chabot will be in attendance; as will Jack
Orswell, who is running for Congress in
District 27; current assemblyman Curt Hagman, now running for
San Bernardino County

supervisor in the Fourth
District,; 55th Assembly
District candidate Ling
Ling Chang; Rancho
Cucamonga Councilman
Marc Steinorth, now
running for Assembly
in District 40; and 40th

State Senate District
candidate Matt Munson.
The event will feature speeches, game and
prize booths, along with
food.
For more information,
call (909) 920-6035.

Read the
Sentinel
On The World Wide Web!
To visit our blog, simply type
http://sbsentinel.com/ into your
URL box and hit enter. You can
view the Sentinel, read individual
articles, offer comments and search
our archives from the convenience
of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or
iPhone.

