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County & Cities Lack Coordinated Response To Threat Of Bee Extinction

John Gardner

Michael Fermin

SAN BERNARDINO 
— With  a host of ecolog-
ical factors representing 
what some doomsayers 
insist is an apocalyptic 
threat to the worldwide 
bee population, efforts 
to limit that devastation 
or make incremental 
progress in increasing 
the number of bees lo-
cally have been compro-
mised by bureaucratic 
regulations enforced by 

many of San Bernardino 
County’s cities.

As recently as three 
weeks ago, on June 20, 
President Barack Obama 
issued a presidential 
memorandum to the 
heads of 14 executive 
departments and agen-
cies in which he called 
for formulating a federal 
strategy to promote the 
health of honeybees and 
other pollinators.

Obama’s request 
came four years after the 
deaths of bees began ac-
celerating worldwide. 

According to scien-
tists, America’s tradi-
tional honeybees, known 
by the nomenclature apis 
mellifera, have been dec-
imated by Colony Col-
lapse Disorder (CCD), 
brought on by the com-
bination of drought, the 
proliferation pesticides 

and fungicides, disease 
bearing parasites and 

a decline in the qual-
ity of nutrition available 
to bees. It is estimated 
that 11 million beehives, 
worth $2.2 billion, have 
disappeared in North 
America alone over the 
past seven years.

Moreover, the impor-
tation of Africanized 
honey bees into America 
and their takeover of the 
more docile apis mel-
lifera hives has 

The county probation 
department will be out-
fitting the vehicles it uses 
to transport its juvenile 
charges with video and 
audio recording systems.

The county board of 
supervisors this week 
gave go-ahead to a pur-
chase order with Wild 
Rose Motors, Ltd. in the 
amount of $134,034 for 
the purchase and instal-
lation of an in-car video 
recording system for 
probation department 
vehicles used to move 
minors to and from the 
juvenile detention facili-
ties in Apple Valley and 
San Bernardino.

As part of the pro-
gram, the board of su-
pervisors also agreed to 
purchase, at a total cost 
of  $22,000, two storage 
servers to which the vid-
eo images will be down-
loaded.

According to Chris-
tine Owens, the county’s 
deputy chief probation 
officer, “The probation 
department has a need 
to procure an in-car 
video recording sys-
tem to provide audio 
and video recordings in 
transportation vehicles 
used to move minors to/
from the juvenile de-
tention and assessment 
centers in Apple Val-
ley and San Bernardino. 
Such systems provide 
security cameras, as well 
as features to allow for 
real time monitoring of 
high risk transports to 
court facilities, medical 
appointments, or other 
locations. In addition to 
providing a solution to 
capture audio and video 
within each vehicle, the 
department is seeking a 
system that can wireless-
ly upload the vehicle’s 
on-board memory to a 
local server (supplied by 
the department) when in 
proximity to  either of 
the two juvenile 

The county has en-
tered into an arrange-
ment with Google to 
have art and other dis-
plays inside the San Ber-
nardino County Muse-
um incorporated into the 
internet search service’s 
Street View Art Project.

According to Leon-
ard X. Hernandez, the 
director of the county 
museum, the deal forged 
between the county and 
the research giant clears 

the way for the county 
“to participate in the 
Google Art Project, al-
lowing Google to take 
360 degree photographs 
of the inside of the mu-
seum, which will make 
art, cultural artifacts, 
and objects at the muse-
um more accessible to a 
global internet audience. 
The project provides a 
platform for cultural in-
stitutions to upload and 
present high resolution 

images and extensive 
information about their 
collections.”

 The county tentative-
ly entered into the ar-
rangement with Google 
on February 11, 2014. 
The board of supervi-
sors’ action this week 
set in print a secondary 
agreement specific to 
photography. 

The agreement covers 
a two-year term with au-
tomatic one year renewal 

periods until terminated 
by either party.

The arrangement, 
Hernandez said, benefits 
the county “by shar-
ing its cultural artifacts 
with an online acces-
sible audience of county 
residents and others. The 
Google Art Project is an 
online platform where 
the public can access 
high-resolution images 
of artworks, cultural ar-
tifacts and objects. The 

Google Art Project start-
ed within Google in 2010 
and had its first public 
showing in 2011. Ini-
tially 17 museums came 
to allow users to explore 
collections online from 
a centralized web site. 
Since 2011, the Google 
Art Project has become 
a large offering within 
Google – which is part 
of the Google Cultural 
Institute. There are over 
300

The county board of 
supervisors this week 
acted to maintain the 
district attorney’s of-
fice’s potential access to 

up to $200,000 available 
in a state of California 
revolving account for 
emergency expenses in-
curred by crime victims 
over the period run-
ning from July 1, 2014 
through June 30, 2017.

At the behest of assis-
tant district attorney Mi-
chael Fermin, the board 
of supervisors approved 
an agreement with the 
State of California Vic-
tim Compensation and 
Government Claims 

Board to keep that mon-
ey available. 

According to Fer-
min, “Penal Code Sec-
tion 13835 et seq. allows 
counties to establish vic-
tim/witness assistance 
programs for services 
to crime victims. These 
services include assis-
tance with claim appli-
cations to the state for 
reimbursement of out-
of-pocket costs incurred 
as a result of crime. The 
Victims of 

The way in which the 
county went about ex-
panding the Mid-Valley 
Landfill two decades 
ago has already cost the 
county more than $8.75 
million in technical sur-
veying and legal costs 
and this week county 
counsel signaled that it 
will cost the county even 
more. 

At the root of the 
matter is perchlorate 

contamination in north 
Rialto that has seeped 
into the region’s water 
table and is continuing 
to spread. 

In north Rialto, 
Pyro Spectaculars, Ken 
Thompson Inc., Chung 
Ming Wong, BF Go-
odrich and Emhart In-
dustries had operations 
that were ongoing in 
the 1940s, 1950s, 1960s, 
1970s and 1980s. All of 

those operations utilized 
perchlorate in their man-
ufacturing processes. 
Near those operations 
Broco Inc. maintained 
a hazardous-waste dis-
posal operation which 
was active from the 
mid-1960s until the late 
1980s.

 The county pur-
chased the Broco prop-
erty in 1994 and used 
it in the expansion of 

the Mid-Valley Sanitary 
Landfill.

In the late 1990s, a 
plume of contaminants 
containing perchlorate 
was found to be migrat-
ing through the local 
water table. Perchlorate 
is a product used in the 
manufacture of both fire-
works and ordnance. In 
very minute quantities 
perchlorate can wreak 
havoc on the thyroid 

gland.
 It has been estab-

lished that the five afore-
mentioned corporate 
entities – Pyro Spec-
taculars, Ken Thompson 
Inc., Chung Ming Wong, 
BF Goodrich, and Em-
hart Industries – were 
responsible for the accu-
mulation and release of 
the perchlorate.

Water agency offi-
cials, state offi-

The San Bernardino 
County Board of Super-
visors last month upped 
by $22.6 million its con-

tract with four entities to 
continue the county’s so-
called Foster Care Wrap-
around Program. 

According to Randall 
L. Schulz, the director 
of the San Bernardino 
County Children and 
Family Services Depart-
ment, “The Wraparound 
services program is an 
intensive, community-
based, and family-cen-
tered process designed to 
allow children with seri-
ous behavior 
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With just seven per-
cent of the city of Chi-
no’s 31,789 registered 
voters participating in 
Tuesday’s special mail 
election, three measures 
that amended the city’s 
general plan to allow for 
the rezoning of desig-
nated areas to residential 
use were passed.

The mail ballot-
ing was necessitated 
by 1988’s Measure M 
passed by Chino’s vot-

ers, which prevents the 
city council from con-
verting the zoning of 
non-residential land to 
residential use or other-
wise upping the city’s 
population density with-
out prior voter approval. 

Because a handful of 
landowners wanted their 
property rezoned to resi-
dential for development, 
they requested the elec-
tion. Three measures 
were offered to voters 

for a decision: Measure 
H, Measure I and Mea-
sure J.

Measure H called for 
rezoning 11.6 acres south 
of Schaefer Avenue be-
tween Fern Avenue and 
Euclid Avenue. Measure 
H was endorsed by both 
the city council and the 
planning commission. It 
passed with 60.3 percent 
of the vote.

Measure I sought re-
zoning approval on 9.2 

acres at the east side 
of Central Avenue and 
north of Francis Avenue. 

Measure I received 
61.2 percent of the bal-
lots cast.

Measure J proposed 
rezoning 38.5 acres of 
former dairyland north 
of Eucalyptus Avenue 
between San Antonio 
and Euclid avenues. It 
received 59.8 percent.

complicated the situa-
tion. 

Bees are a critical 
element of the natural 
ecosystem, pollinating 
plants as they flit from 
one nectar-bearing plant 
to another. The drop in 
their numbers repre-
sents a threat not just to 
the $30 billion in U.S. 
crops annually depend-
ing upon their pollinat-
ing activity but to the en-
tire food chain and plant, 
animal and human life as 

we know it.
  A prime suspect in 

Colony Collapse Disor-
der is a chemical fam-
ily called neonicoti-
noids. Neonicotinoids, 
developed by Shell in the 
1980s and Bayer in the 
1990s, are neuro-active 
insecticides chemically 
similar to nicotine and 
the first new class of 
insecticides to be devel-
oped in the last 50 years. 
They were considered 
very promising because 
they were far less toxic 

to mammals than to in-
sects. The neonicotinoid 
imidacloprid is cur-
rently the most widely 
used insecticide in the 
world. After two de-
cades of neonicotinoid 
use, however, it has been 
learned that neonicoti-
noids, rather than dif-
fusing chemically, break 
down into persistently 
toxic byproducts. They 
have been linked to the 
escalation of bee deaths 
after 2007. In Europe, 
where bee deaths have 

plummeted as sharply as 
in America, nicotinoid 
use was banned for two 
years beginning in April 
2013. 

Many scientists be-
lieve that nenicotinoids 
alone are not responsible 
for the worldwide bee 
population decline. 

An analysis of pollen 
collected from hives by 
American researchers 
turned up a toxic mix 
of chemicals, including 
unadulterated pesticides, 
herbicides and fungi-

cides or their derivatives 
as well as chemicals used 
for fertilizing purposes. 
When that infested pol-
len was fed to healthy 
bees, those bees lost their 
natural resistance to be-
ing infected by a parasite 
called Nosema ceranae. 
Nosema ceranae several 
years ago was identified 
as having a causal effect 
with regard to Colony 
Collapse Disorder. 

In addition, the uptick 
in the use of fungicides 
in recent years is a sus-

pected culprit in the bee 
die off. While previously 
it was assumed fungi-
cides represented no di-
rect threat to bees given 
that they were designed 
to inhibit or kill fun-
gus, evidence is growing 
that fungicides applied 
to apple trees and other 
fruits are deadly to bee 
colonies. Bees consum-
ing pollen contaminated 
with fungicides are three 
times as likely to be in-
fected by parasites, ac-
cording to researchers. 

With the bee popula-
tion under such severe 
challenge, bee keepers, 
known as apiarists, have 
stepped up their efforts, 
individually and col-
lectively, to establish 
apiaries, also known as  
bee yards, places where 
beehives of honey bees 
are kept.  This effort 
has been met with en-
couragement by farm-
ers, who naturally want 
to encourage the prolif-
eration of bees to assure 
the pollination of their 
crops. Indeed, farmers 
occasionally provide 
apiarists with free sites 
to operate their apiaries 
and will even occasion-
ally pay apiarists to place 
hives near their crops. 

San Bernardino 
County, the largest 
county in the United 
States outside of Alaska, 
was once an agricultural 
powerhouse, boasting 
concentrated vegetable 
and fruit growing op-
erations, in particular 
citrus orchards and the 
Cucamonga wine region, 
which was a lesser rival 
to those in Napa and So-
noma. Later, the Chino 
Agricultural Preserve 
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
Early San Bernardino County Supervisors

By Mark Gutglueck
It is of historical 

note, perhaps, that San 
Bernardino County’s 
earliest crop of county 
supervisors were not 
particularly long serving 
in their official capaci-
ties. This is perhaps be-
cause the early years of 
San Bernardino County 
were fraught with sever-
al major upheavals, not 
the least of which was 
the approaching Civil 
War.

San Bernardino 
County came into exis-
tence on April 26, 1853 
by a legislative act in 
Sacramento, separat-
ing it from Los Angeles 
County. At the time of 
its creation, San Ber-
nardino County entailed 
not only its current con-
fines, the largest county 
in the lower 48 states, 
but also what is today 
Riverside County. which 
seceded from San Ber-
nardino County in 1893.

Shortly after its cre-
ation, in August 1853, 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty’s First Court of Ses-
sions, headed by county 
judge D.M. Thomas, 
divided the county into 
three townships: Chino, 
San Salvador and San 

Bernardino. The Court 
of Sessions remained 
as the governing body 
of the county until the 
board of supervisors was 
formed. In 1854, the city 
of San Bernardino was 
selected as the county 
seat in a close and bit-
terly contested vote. 

San Bernardino had 
been established a few 
years before as the 
westernmost outpost 
of the Mormon exodus 
westward. The town 
was dominated by the 
church, run as much by 
the edicts of Mormon 
Leader Brigham Young 
emanating from Provo, 
Utah as the judgment of 
any local elders. At that 
time, Amasa Lyman 
was elected mayor of 
San Bernardino, essen-
tially at the suggestion of 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints au-
thorities.

In March 1855 a new 
California statute made 
it mandatory for each 
county to have a board 
of supervisors of either 
three or five members. 
San Bernardino County, 
despite its immense size 
- at that time larger than 
five of the states in New 
England -  was allotted 

only three supervisors. 
An election was ordered 
for the second Mon-
day in April 1855. The 
county’s three districts, 
corresponding roughly 
to the county’s three 
townships, had already 
been established by the 
county clerk, assessor 
and surveyor. 

Elected in that first 
election were Daniel 
Stark in the county’s 

his bride, the former 
Ann Cook, the couple 
left Boston and accom-
panied a large party of 
Mormons sailing by ship 
around South America 
to Hawaii and then to 
San Francisco, arriving 
there on August 3, 1846. 
He worked as a cabinet 
maker and miner in the 
Bay Area and then ac-
ceded to a request by 
C.C. Rich and the afore-
mentioned Amasa Ly-
man to invest in the new 
San Bernardino com-
munity. He built a home 
on a ten acre ranch there 
and thereafter acquired 
another 160 acres.  

San Bernardino at 
that time was being 
rapidly built up by the 
Mormons living there. 
One testimony to the 
steely determination and 
heartiness of those in the 
settling party was the 
road they built running 
23 miles up into the San 
Bernardino Mountains, 
wide enough for the pas-
sage of two horse drawn 
wagons, all without the 
benefit of modern ma-
chinery.

William Crosby was 
born on September 19, 
1808 in Knox County, 
Indiana. Succumbing 
to some proselytizing, 
he converted to Mor-
monism and he married 
Sara Harmon, another 
member of the Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day 
Saints Church in Mon-
roe County, Kentucky 
in 1832. He departed on 
his own to Utah’s Salt 
Lake Valley on April 6, 
1846 and then returned 
to Kentucky to move his 
family to Utah in Octo-
ber 1848. 

Crosby and his fam-
ily were among the hun-
dreds of Mormons who 
sojourned to California 
at the behest of Brigham 
Young  in wagon trains 
led by Amasa Lyman 
and Charles Rich.  The 
Mormon Party, which 
consited of 150 wagons, 
settled into the 80,000-
acre Rancho de San Ber-
nardino on October 1, 
1851.

William Crosby was 
ordained a bishop in the 
church in San Bernardi-
no. His ecclesiastical 
duties brought him into 

close contact with each 
member of the commu-
nity.  He purchased part 
ownership in a sawmill 
and operated a hotel in 
San Bernardino. 

Louis Robidoux( vari-
ant spelling: Rubidoux)  
was born near St. Lou-
is, Missouri on July 7, 
1796. As a young man he 
worked as a fur trader. 
He picked up a fluency 
in Spanish, French and 

1830 and being elect-
ed an alderman on the 
Santa Fe Town Coun-
cil in 1834. In 1839, he 
was elected alcalde, i.e., 
mayor, of Santa Fe. A 
contemporary esteemed 
him as being “shrewd, 
aggressive and an ambi-
tious man of high intel-
lect.” 

Robidoux and his 
family moved to Califor-
nia in 1844, having taken 
with them his cattle and 
sheep. They settled at an 
abode near what is now 
Riverside. He purchased 
land and sold it in par-
cels to others coming 
to the area. He built the 
first flour mill in the re-
gion. With the onset of 
the Bear Flag Revolt, 
Robidoux fought on the 
side of the Americans 
and was wounded and 
captured in a battle near 
Chino. He was impris-
oned and almost execut-
ed as a traitor to Mexico, 
but survived the war and 
profited by supplying 
stock and goods to the 
influx of 49ers during 
the Gold Rush. He was 
the only non-Mormon 
member of the original 
San Bernardino County 
Board of Supervisors. 

On August 6, 1855, 

First District, William 
Crosby in the county’ 
Second District and 
Louis Robidoux in the 
county’s Third Supervi-
sorial District. 

On May 7, 1855 the 
first attempted meet-
ing of the board of su-
pervisors took place. 
Only Crosby and Stark 
were present. Accord-
ingly, they adjourned to 
Saturday May 12. Only 
Crosby and Stark were 
again present so they 
adjourned again to May 
19, at which point Robi-
doux was yet a no-show. 
On a motion, Crosby was 
elected chairman of the 
board. The board’s first 
official act was to cre-
ate a road authority, by 
which the county was di-
vided into five road dis-
tricts. The board named 
personnel to look after 
each road district. 

On May 26, 1855, the 
first board of supervisors 
meeting at which all of 
the members were in at-
tendance was held. 

Daniel Stark was 
born on June 29, 1820 in 
Windsor, Nova Scotia. 
At the age of 17, Stark 
left home to work with 
his brother in a Boston 
cabinet factory, complet-
ing his apprenticeship 
in 1842. He joined the 
Mormon Church in Bos-
ton and was ordained an 
elder on July 23, 1844 by 
Brigham Young. With 

some Indian dialects 
as a consequence of his 
trade and came to Taos, 
New Mexico in the late 
1820s. He married Gua-
dalupe Garcia while 
there and shortly there-
after, in 1829, obtained 
Mexican citizenship.  He 
and Guadalupe had eight 
children. 

As a Mexican citizen, 
Robidoux  became in-
volved in politics, serv-
ing as an election district 
official in Santa Fe in 

Louis Robidoux
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$3.317 Million Price Tag On Renovations To Sheriff’s Training Center

Camera For Proba-
tion Department 
Vehicles   from front 
page  
detention and assessment 
centers. Proceeding with 
the purchase of an in-car 
video recording system 
will increase the depart-
ment’s ability to observe 
juveniles, provide staff 
a strong measure of se-
curity when juveniles 
claim staff acted inap-
propriately, and protect 
juveniles from false 
claims.”

According to Ow-
ens, the department 
contacted five vendors 
known for their leader-
ship in the in-car video 
recording system field 
and requested the oppor-
tunity to evaluate their 
respective equipment in 
San Bernardino County 
vehicles. Three vendors, 
Lenexa, Kansas-based 
Digital Ally, Anaheim-
based Wild Rose Motors 
and Houston-based CO-
BAN Technologies, Inc. 
responded and agreed to 
install their equipment in 
department transporta-
tion vehicles for demon-
stration purposes.

The department 
evaluated each ven-
dor’s equipment for two 
months and then solicit-
ed quotes from the three 
vendors. 

Digital Ally’s system 
cost $58,058.64. Wild 
Rose Motors’ system 

cost $134,033.93. CO-
BAN Technologies’ sys-
tem cost $176.971.10

“Although the quote 
submitted by Digital 
Ally was the least costly, 
the features and quality 
of their equipment do not 
best meet the needs of 
the department,” Owens 
said. “The equipment 
features included in the 
quote submitted by Wild 

Rose Motors, Ltd., meet 
the following higher 
standards favored by the 
department: high defini-
tion video, enhanced au-
dio, true night infrared 
vision, military grade 
equipment, [and] federal 
standards for encryp-
tion, date stamping, and 
water marking. Because 
these additional features 
are not available with 

the system provided by 
Digital Ally, the depart-
ment recommends a pur-
chase order with Wild 
Rose Motors, Ltd. for the 
purchase and installation 
of a Martel Electronics 
Digital Cruise

R3 system in each 
of the Department’s 18 
transportation vehicles. 
Included in the purchase 
is a three-year extended 

warranty on component 
equipment. The depart-
ment is also requesting 
separate approval for two 
servers that will be need-
ed to store data resulting 
from this system.”

Owens hinted that 
problems during the 
transportation of juve-
nile offenders have al-
ready occurred and/or 
that accusations against 

probation officers by 
their wards have already 
been made. 

“For security reasons, 
the department consid-
ers it best to obtain board 
approval to purchase the 
in-car video recording 
system at this time rath-
er than delaying until the 
next quarterly budget re-
port.” she said.

The board of super-
visors this week ap-
proved increasing the 
project budget on the 
sheriff’s department’s 
Frank Bland Regional 
Training Center expan-
sion by $932,000, from 
$2,385,000 to $3,317,000. 

The renovation and 
expansion of the existing 
facility, located at 18901 
Institution Road in De-
vore, is intended to ac-
commodate the current 
and future staff and to 
facilitate the training of 
future peace officers as 
required by the State of 
California Peace Officer 
Standards and Training 
(POST) protocol.  

The project was 
originally budgeted at 
$2,385,000. The con-
struction bids exceeded 
the pre-bid estimates. In 

addition, the county fire 
division required the ad-
dition of a fire

line and the project 
has encountered the 
unanticipated need of 
replacing mechanical 
equipment and related 
structural modifications 
to support that equip-
ment. Also, modifica-
tions to the original plan 
have been made, includ-
ing the reconfiguration 
of the parking lot to 
provide Americans with 
Disabilities Act compli-
ant access to the facility 
and additional improve-
ments to upgrade the se-
curity of the facility.

In December 2013 
the county’s architecture 
and engineering depart-
ment advertised for com-
petitive bids, resulting in 
the submission of sixteen 

bids. 
Hamel Contract-

ing, Inc. of Murrieta 
bid $2,360,000; Young 
Contractors, Inc. of Riv-
erside bid $2,498,000; 
Cal-City Construction, 
Inc. of Cerritos bid 
$2,530,000; Woodcliff 
Corporation of Los An-
geles bid $2,613,000;

Dalke & Sons Con-
struction, Inc. of Riv-
erside bid $2,648,000; 
NILE International, 
Inc. of Montclair bid 
$2,666,300; Horizons 
Construction Co. Int’l, 
Inc. of Orange bid 
$2,675,000; Parkwest 
Construction Com-
pany of Redlands bid 
$2,691,000; Inland 
Building Construc-
tion Companies, Inc. 
of  San Bernardino bid 
$2,745,000; Sun Con-

struction Group of Costa 
Mesa bid  $2,759,000; 
Angeles Contractor, 
Inc. of Buena Park 
bid $2,851,700; Con-
struct 1 One Corp. of 
Tustin bid $2,938,213; 
Oakview Construc-
tors, Inc. of Calimesa 
bid $2,948,000; Ros-
setti Construction Com-
pany, Inc. of Ontario bid 
$2,974; 210 KEMCORP 
Construction, Inc. of 
Chino bid $3,000,000; 
and Jergensen Construc-
tion of Oak Hills bid $0. 

During the bid open-
ing, it was found that 
NILE International, Inc. 
and Construct 1 One 
Corp. did not include an 
executed Non-collusion 
Declaration in their bids, 
and Jergensen Construc-
tion did not list pricing in 

its bid. The board found 
NILE International, Inc., 
Construct 1 One Corp. 
and Jergensen Construc-
tion to be non-respon-
sive.

Staff recommended 
that the board award the 
contract to Hamel Con-
tracting, Inc., the

lowest responsive and 
responsible bidder, and 
the board complied. 

In doing so, the board 
awarded a construction 
contract in the amount of 
$2,360,000 to Hamel and 
authorized the engineer-
ing department to order 
any necessary changes 
or additions in the work 
being performed under 
the contract for a total 
amount not to exceed 
$130,500 pursuant to 
Public Contract Code 
Section 20142.

 The revised project 
budget of $3,317,000 is 
comprised of the follow-
ing components: pro-
gramming and design 
costs of $144,500; soils 
survey and testing costs 
of $33,000; project man-
agement, inspection, and 
permit costs of $154,000; 
furniture, fixtures and 
equipment $304,000; se-
curity, telecommunica-
tion and electronics costs 
of $85,500; construction 
costs of $2,360,000; and 
a construction contin-
gency of $236,000.

The funding sources 
are $3,167,000 from the 
sheriff’s contract train-
ing fund and $150,000 
in savings from a discre-
tionary general funded 
project that was recently 
completed at the training 
facility.
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cials and federal officials 
also believe the county 
of San Bernardino may 
have engaged in activity 
that exacerbated the per-
chlorate problem.

Officials with the Ri-
alto-based West Valley 
Water District and their 
lawyers have alleged 
that San Bernardino 
County razed and buried 
structures at the Broco 
facility to make way for 
the landfill expansion, 
action those officials 
maintain was not only 
illegal but has worsened 
the contamination of the 
groundwater below Ri-
alto.

According to attorney 
Barry Groveman, who 
represents the West Val-
ley Water District, it ap-
pears the county simply 
knocked the hazardous 
waste facility down and 
spread the debris around 
before burying it. That 
action was against the 
law, Groveman said.

Groveman said the 
county was in violation 
of state hazardous waste 
handling regulations and 
the federal Resource 
Conservation and Re-
covery Act.

Burying hazardous 
waste and storing it with-
out a permit is illegal.

The Environmental 
Protection Agency  has 
designated the north 
Rialto area as one of its 
Superfund sites, which 
makes federal funding 
for the remediation avail-

able but also carries with 
it a requirement that the 
parties responsible for 
the contamination assist 
in the effort. Simultane-
ously, the EPA will apply 
the Superfund money 
toward the remediation. 
Eventually, if any of the 
parties deemed respon-
sible for the contamina-
tion refuse to sponsor or 
otherwise pay for a share 
of the remediation, the 
EPA will sue and under 
federal law, any party 
proven responsible will 
be required to pay triple 
the cost of that portion of 
the clean up for which it 
was the contaminating 
party.

The ability to impose 
triple damages serves as 
an incentive for the re-
sponsible entities to un-
dertake the clean-up on 
their own or participate 
in funding an EPA-spon-
sored remediation.

Previously, the city of 
Rialto sued BF Goodrich 
over the contamination 
issue. Rialto dropped 
that lawsuit after the 
company agreed to un-
dertake a remediation 
effort. BF Goodrich did 
pay a total of $4 million 
– $1 million each to the 
cities of Fontana, Rialto 
and Colton as well as to 
the West Valley Water 
District. That money 
was used to treat specific 
wells that were produc-
ing perchlorate-laden 
water but did not redress 
the underlying problems 
in the aquifer. BF Go-
odrich, like the other 
companies, will yet like-
ly be on the hook for mil-
lions of dollars more in 
decontamination efforts.

An EPA-designed 
program of remedia-
tion, consisting of con-

taminated water be-
ing pumped out of the 
ground to then be treated 
and distributed to water 
districts, is underway. 
It will likely take two 
decades or more for the 
perchlorate levels to be 
reduced to acceptable 
limits.

The county has al-
ready paid the environ-
mental engineering con-
sulting firm Geo-Logic 
Associates $2,430,892  
for assistance with re-
gard to perchlorate con-
tamination in northern 
Rialto.

In May 2009, then-
county counsel Ruth 
Stringer convinced the 
county board of super-
visors to retain the law 
firm of Gallagher & Gal-
lagher at an original cost 
of $710,000. The legal 
services Gallagher & 
Gallagher was to provide 
pertained to allegations 
against the county relat-
ing to  perchlorate con-
tamination in connection 
with particular matters 
that fall outside of the 
defense work covered by 
the county’s insurance. 
Gallagher & Gallagher 
currently represents the 
county in connection 
with the federal and 
state court litigation and 
federal and state agen-
cies’ investigations of 
the perchlorate ground-
water contamination in 
the Rialto-Colton Basin.  
Records show that so far 
the county has paid Gal-
lagher & Gallagher  a 
total of $2,325,000 and 
that another law firm, 
Price Postel & Parma 
has been paid $4 mil-
lion by the county for its 
work with regard to per-
chlorate contamination 
litigation. 

This week, in com-
pliance with recom-
mendations made to it 
by county counsel Jean-
Rene Basle and county 
director of public works 
Gerry Newcombe, the 
county board of supervi-
sors consented to enter-
ing into a new contract 
with Gallagher & Galla-
gher that will likely cost 
the county several more 
million dollars in legal 
fees. 

In his presentation of 
the report to the board, 
Basle stated, “Since 
about 2009, Gallagher 
has been providing legal 
services under contract 
with the county in con-
nection with perchlorate 
and other contamina-
tion issues in the Rialto-
Colton Basin as assigned 
by county counsel. On 
July 1, 2013 the county 
issued a purchase or-
der to Gallagher to ad-
vise and assist county 
counsel in the on-going 
perchlorate and other 
contamination issues in 
the Rialto-Colton Basin 
that were not resolved 
by federal court settle-
ments reached in 2013. 
The Gallagher firm was 
selected to provide these 
additional legal services 
because of their famil-
iarity with the federal 
lawsuit and associated 

contamination issues 
due to their represen-
tation of the county in 
the consolidated federal 
lawsuits, identified as 
city of Rialto v. Dept. of 
Defense.”

Basle continued, “It is 
now necessary to enter 
into a new contract with 
the Gallagher firm. Con-
tinuing contamination 
issues concern third par-
ties who were not named 
parties in the federal law-
suit. In the fall of 2013, 
certain water purveyors 
in the basin commenced 
new litigation concern-
ing legal rights to water 
in the basin. While this 
new lawsuit does not 
name the county, certain 
water purveyors are as-
serting claims against 
the county related to that 
new litigation. Gallagher 
has assisted in the legal 
analysis of those claims 
and in the presentations 
made to the board of 
supervisors to assist in 
the county’s timely re-
sponses (which were re-
quired to be made within 
14 days of each tender). 
On April 17, 2014, Fon-
tana Water Company 
and Fontana Union 
Water Company each 
filed claims against the 
county asserting that the 
county is obligated to de-
fend and indemnify each 

of them against the liti-
gation filed in September 
2013, and the county has 
contaminated ground-
water. They asserted that 
damages could amount 
to more than $10 million. 
Litigation against the 
county is anticipated but 
has not yet been filed.”

Basle said, “By con-
tracting with Gallagher, 
a qualified law firm, 
county counsel is able 
to augment services in 
this specialized area of 
law, including federal 
law (Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, 
Compensation, and Li-
ability Act) and state law 
(Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Act), groundwa-
ter contamination and 
water-related issues in 
the basin.” 

Basle did not delin-
eate a specific contract 
amount but said, “Ser-
vices provided by The 
Gallagher Law Group, 
LLP will be funded by 
the department of pub-
lic works. Sufficient ap-
propriation and revenue 
exists in the solid waste 
management district’s 
2014-15 budget opera-
tions fund for the cost of 
these services.”

The Fontana Police 
Department has recently 
hired six new officers, 
five of whom had pre-
vious law enforcement 
experience or were re-
cently discharged from 
the military after tours 
of duty in Afghanistan 
or Iraq.

On May 22, Fontana 
Police Chief Rodney 
Jones swore in Brad 
Carlson, Garrett Goose-
la, William Neal, John 
Sullivan, Danny Wells, 
and Ryan Windell.

The hirings are part of 
an effort on Jones’ part 
to reinflate the depart-
ment to the manpower 
level it embodied when 
Jones became chief in 
2007. Seven years ago 
the department boasted 
202 men and women in 
uniform.

In the years since, as 
the city struggled with 
the persistent economic 
downturn gripping the 
nation, state and local 
region, the department’s 
ranks dwindled from at-
trition. As officers left 

or retired, for five years 
none were hired to re-
place them. By early 
2012, the department 
had just 185 officers.

That year, the depart-
ment began rebound-
ing from the cuts that 
had been imposed on it 
which had resulted in 
its sustaining a nine per-
cent loss of its personnel 
since the onset of the re-
cession.  The first major 
turnaround came later in 
2012 when a $625,000 
funding windfall materi-
alized for the department 

in the form of a  U.S. 
Department of Justice 
COPS grant. 

By this spring, the de-
partment had 191 sworn 
personnel.

Jones had asked the 
city council, through 
city manager Ken Hunt, 
to be allotted 197 ac-
tive badges. The council 
complied, but six of the 
positions remained un-
filled until May 22. Carl-
son, Goosela, Neal, Sul-
livan, Wells and Windell 
were hired after Hunt 
and the city’s finance 

department had pretty 
much finalized the cal-
culations for the 2014-15 
fiscal year budget.

Jones indicated the 
department is not im-
mune from future cuts 
if Hunt must impose 
such to have the city 
make ends meet. Most 
likely, the department 
will make any necessary 
economies in the way 
it has for the last seven 
years, not though layoffs 
but by freezing positions 
as they become vacant. 

Carlson worked for 

the Colton Police De-
partment of seven years. 
Before that, he served in 
the Army. Goosela is the 
only recent hire with-
out previous paid police 
experience. Neal was a 
five-year veteran of the 
Los Angeles Police De-
partment. John Sullivan 
served in the Army and 
was deployed to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Wells was 
an officer with the Des-
ert Hot Springs Police 
Department. Windell 
was in the Marines and 
served in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.
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and/or emotional diffi-
culties to remain in their 
community at the lowest 
level of care possible in-
stead of being placed in a 
group home setting.”

Schulz said the Wrap-
around program was es-
tablished “in accordance 
with state requirements 

as the official planning, 
assessing, implement-
ing, and monitoring 
group for” dealing with 
children living within 
the county who are beset 
with behavioral issues. 

The Wraparound 
team includes staff from 
San Bernardino County 
Children and Family 
Services, the San Ber-
nardino Department of 
Behavioral Health, the 
San Bernardino County 

Department of Public 
Health, the county super-
intendent of schools, the 
probation department, 
community-based orga-
nizations, churches, and 
family advocates, with 
the children and fam-
ily services department 
acting as the lead pub-
lic agency. The program 
has been serving eligible 
children and families 
through contracted ven-
dors since 2002. San 

Bernardino County’s 
Children and Fam-
ily Services Department 
currently has somewhere 
in the neighborhood of 
4,500 children in out-of-
home placement.

In June 2011, using 
a formal procurement 
process, the board of 
supervisors approved 
contracts with Families 
First, Inc., Lutheran So-
cial Services of Southern 
California, South Coast 

Children’s Society, Inc. 
and Victor Commu-
nity Support Services, 
Inc. in a total combined 
amount of $42,543,753 
to provide Wraparound 
services countywide for 
the three year period 
of July 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2014, with the 
option of extending for 
two additional one-year 
periods. On August 2, 
2013 the board approved 
amendments to those 

contracts, increasing the 
total contract amount 
to $51,786,171, for the 
period of July 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2014, to 
comply with state man-
dated increases in foster 
care rates.

Last month, the board 
of supervisors approved 
further amendments to 
the wraparound pro-
gram agreements, effec-
tive July 1, 2014, so the 
contracted-with entities 
to have them continue 
their work for another 
year, thorough June 30, 
2015. That action pro-
vides for increasing the 
total combined contract 
amount by $22,600,000, 
from $51,786,171 to 
$74,386,171.

Accordingly, Families 
First, Inc’s contract was 
increased by $6,936,180, 
from $17,219,401 to 
$24,155,581; Luther-
an Social Services 
of Southern Califor-
nia’s contract was in-
creased by $3,100,000, 
from $3,127,599 to 
$6,227,599; South Coast 
Children’s Society, 
Inc.’s contract was in-
creased by $5,580,180, 
from $14,111,971 to 
$20,270,471; and Vic-
tor Community Support 
Services, Inc.’s contract 
was increased by $6,983, 
640, from $17,327,200 to 
$24,310,840.

both Stark and Crosby 
resigned from the board 
of supervisors, having 
been in office, less than 
five months. They were 

replaced by his father, 
Benjamin. Benjamin 
Taylor served as supervi-

time he was replaced by 
Cornelius Jensen. Ro-
bidoux would return as 
supervisor twice more, 
from September 1857 
until October 1858 and 
from August 1859 until 
October 1861, alternat-
ing in office each time 

replaced by Norman Tay-
lor and Charles Rich, re-
spectively, both of whom 
were hand-picked by the 
Mormon leadership to 
take on the county su-
pervisorial positions. 
Norman Taylor served 
just 16 months and was 

sor ten months and was 
replaced by Stark, who 
once again was approved 
to serve by the church. 
In the Second District, 
Charles Rich lasted as 
supervisor just a single 
month, and was replaced 
by another church desig-
nee, William Cox.

Meanwhile, in the 
Third District, Robi-
doux’s first term as su-
pervisor lasted until De-
cember 1856, at which 

with Jensen.
A major event impact-

ing the stability of San 
Bernardino County and 
the longevity of the early 
members of the board of 
supervisors in their posts 
was the contretemps 

between the Mormon 
Church and the United 
States Government. In 
April 1857, shortly after 

that the U.S. Army was 
marshalling its forces 
for an attack on Salt 
Lake City. Later that 
year, Brigham Young is-
sued a summons for all 
of the church members 
in their far flung settle-
ments out west to return 
to Salt Lake to defend 
the city and its taber-
nacle, the church, their 
families, and their way 

of life. Like Joseph in 
the Old Testament who 
obeyed the command of 
the Angel of the Lord to 
kill his own son, many 
Mormons complied with 

Young’s edict, renounc-
ing ownership of the 
homes they had toiled for 
years to establish, aban-
doning their settlements 
and the vast improve-
ments they made. The 
majority of the San Ber-
nardino Mormon com-
munity, though not all of 
it, returned to Salt Lake 
City. Despite that abrupt 
outflex of more than half 
of its population and 
more than two thirds of 
its skilled laborers, arti-
sans and craftsmen, the 
city - and the county that 
had grown up around it - 
survived.

Cornelius Jensen

William Cox

Brigham Young

James Buchanan

Benjamin Taylor

Charles Rich

James Buchanan became 
president, it appeared 
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was formed in confor-
mance with the Wil-
liamson Act which gave 
tax protection to milk 
producers who commit-
ted to utilizing their land 
for exclusive agricul-
tural use. In its heyday, 
the Chino Valley hosted 
over 300 dairies. Follow-
ing the urbanization of 
the 1960s, and the sharp-
ly accelerated urbaniza-
tion of the 1970s, 1980s, 
1990s and early 2000s, 
agriculture in San Ber-
nardino County has de-
clined. Over 90 percent 
of the citrus groves in 
the county have been 
supplanted with subdi-
visions. Few vineyards 
remain in the county. To-
day there are fewer than 
70 dairies in the Chino 
Valley. 

Accompanying San 
Bernardino County’s 
urbanization has been a 
growing intolerance of 
the trappings of agricul-

ture. Reflecting the atti-
tude of San Bernardino 
County’s current popu-
lation, which is virtu-
ally unmindful of the 
critical threat of Colony 
Collapse Disorder, mu-
nicipal officials and the 
regulations they enforce 
have proven inimical if 
not downright hostile to 
apiarists, their apiaries 
and the bees themselves. 
While these regulations 
have relatively benign 
intent in that they are 
aimed at making the 
environs more livable 
for the human popula-
tion, they have inhib-
ited, hamstrung and 
handcuffed the handful 
of humans who, either 
motivated by their con-
sciousness of the eco-
logical threat of Colony 
Collapse Disorder or by 
professional economic 
interest, have sought to 
establish beekeeping op-
erations.

The city of San Ber-
nardino, for example, re-
stricts beekeepers to just 
two hives. This makes it 

virtually impossible for 
a dedicated apiarist to set 
up shop in the city of San 
Bernardino. 

Redlands makes no 
restriction on the number 
of hives an apiarist can 
have but requires that the 
hives be removed from 
the city limits during 
the late spring and early 
and midsummer months 
when the bees are most 
prone to swarming. Hive 
relocation can be a com-
plicating factor, both 
financially and logisti-
cally, for keepers with 
large numbers of hives. 
Redlands’ regulation  
discourage large scale 
apiaries from locating 
there. 

Last year, the city of 
Chino Hills put the ki-
bosh on a couple who 
had aspirations of uti-
lizing a remote piece of 
property in Soquel Can-
yon as an apiary. 

Monty and Farrah 
Sommer, Chino resi-
dents, had hoped to fa-
cilitate the establishment 
of multiple bee colonies 

on 10 acres of unpopu-
lated ranchland in So-
quel Canyon they had 
arranged to lease from a 
property owner who was 
no longer utilizing it for 
agricultural purposes. 
The property in ques-
tion fit within the city’s 
requirement that it be at 
least 500 feet from its 
nearest residential neigh-
bor. 

The Sommers re-
searched the city code 
thoroughly and in March 
2013 applied for a home 
operation license for a 
concern that would allow 
for the establishment of 
hives composed of bees 
rescued from locations 
from which they had 
been removed, the pro-
duction, harvesting and 
sale of honey, and the 
creation of a beekeeping 
club that would be dedi-
cated to educating the 
community about bees.

For its standard fee, 
the city gave the Som-
mers a license to sell 
honey from their home. 
The city initially gave 
indication the beekeep-
ing operation would be 
approved pursuant to an 
inspection of the prop-
erty upon which it was 
to be located.

After five months de-
lay, in August 2013, the 
city informed the Som-
mers that they would 
need to pay a $5,000 
review fee for their pro-
posed operation.

The $5,000 charge, 
the city said, was a cost 
recovery fee, based upon 
a calculus of $170 per 
hour for the staff time 
the city claimed would 

be needed to carry out 
the inspection. The city 
contended it would re-
quire somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 29 to 30 
staff hours to carry out 
the inspection and file 
the requisite paperwork.

The Sommers object-
ed and the city agreed 
to accept a deposit of 
$3,450 toward 20 hours 
worth of inspection to 
get the process started, 
with the proviso that 
the Sommers pay $170 
per hour for any inspec-
tion time beyond the 20 
hours. The Sommers 
were unwilling to make 
that deposit and the city 
countered with an of-
fer to accept a deposit 
for city staff time of ten 
hours at $177 per hour, 
i.e., $1,770 toward the re-
view cost. 

Ultimately, the Som-
mers elected to forego 
their apiary plans and in 
November they removed 
from the Soquel Canyon 
property the last of the 
several hives of bees that 
they had rescued from 
extinction. 

In Apple Valley, a 
group of residents has 
petitioned the town 
council there to change 
the town’s code to allow 
beehives on half-acre 
properties.

At present the town’s 
code allows apiaries to 
exist on property zoned 
R-A (agriculture), R-LD 
(low density) and R-VLD 
(very low density). All of 
those zones entail lots of 
at least 2.5 acres. While 
the town code allows up 
to one hive per 13,500 
square feet, those hives 

must be located within 
the 2.5 acre lots.

The town council 
turned down even con-
sidering the request to 
allow owners of half 
acre properties - 21,800 
square feet - to maintain 
a single hive.

John Gardner, San 
Bernardino County’s ag-
ricultural commissioner, 
told the Sentinel the ur-
banization of the county 
over the last fifty years 
has rendered large por-
tions of it off limits to 
bee colonies.

“Where we have open 
areas, the beekeepers can 
be unhindered because 
they are less restricted 
than what you typically 
see in the cities.”

Most city restrictions 
are aimed at limiting the 
human population from 
exposure to the bees, 
which can sting when 
provoked, Gardner said. 
Some people have ex-

The county has opted 
to allow California’s De-
partment of Transpor-
tation to carry out the 
design phase for the Ce-
dar Avenue/Interstate 10 
improvement project in 
Bloomington.

To save itself the chore 
and headache of under-
taking the designing of 
the project, the county 
will assign $4 million in 
federal funds it is receiv-
ing in connection with 
the project to the state’s 
transportation agency, 
known as Caltrans.

According to Gerry 
Newcombe, the county’s 
director of public works, 
the county, together with 

the county transporta-
tion agency, the city of 
Rialto and the city of 
Fontana have funding 
responsibility for the 
project.

The county transpor-
tation agency, a joint 
powers authority com-
posed of the county and 
all 24 incorporated cities 
in the county, is referred 
to as San Bernardino As-
sociated Governments 
and is known by its ac-
ronym, SANBAG. SAN-
BAG’s funding share on 
the design phase is $2.8 
million. The county’s 
share of the design phase 
cost is $823,000. Ri-
alto’s share is $234,000 

and Fontana’s share is 
$143,000. 

According to New-
combe, “The design of 
the Cedar Avenue at In-
terstate 10 Improvement 
Project is financed by 
Federal Surface Trans-
portation Program Lo-
cal funds. The county of 
San Bernardino will as-
sign (technically termed 
“subvent”) $4,000,000 in 
Federal Surface Trans-
portation Program Local 
funds to the California 
Department of Transpor-
tation to design the proj-
ect. Toll credits in the 
amount of $458,800 will 
be applied towards the 
$4,000,000 of Federal 

Surface Transportation 
Program Local funds in 
place of a local match. 
The federal toll credits 
program allows the state 
to use toll revenues to 
meet non-federal state 
matching requirements 
and waives the county’s 
requirement to partici-
pate with a local match. 
Therefore, no county lo-
cal funds will be needed 
for this phase of the proj-
ect. The county will ad-
vance the funding shares 
of SANBAG, Rialto and 
Fontana. Separate fund-
ing agreements will be 
forthcoming with SAN-
BAG and the cities to 
apply reimbursement of 

the advanced funds to-
ward the county’s share 
of cost in future phases 
of the project.”

The county’s total 
share of the project for 
all phases will be ap-
proximately $13,016,000.

Previously, the county 
funded the costs related 
to the project approv-
al and environmental 
documentation phase 
of the project. The en-
vironmental document 
was approved on June 
28, 2013, In accordance 
with the proposed design 
cooperative agreement, 
Caltrans will design the 
project on behalf of the 
county. The county will 

assign $4,000,000 in 
Federal Surface Trans-
portation Program Local 
funds to Caltrans to fund 
the design effort, as re-
flected, and recommend-
ed to be approved, in the 
cooperative agreement’s 
funding summary. As-
signing these   Federal 
Surface Transportation 
Program Local funds 
will allow Caltrans to 
receive payment directly 
from the Federal High-
way Administration for 
its design services and 
will save the county the 
associated administra-
tive costs.
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Fermin Protects 
Money In Crime 
Victims Fund  
from front page 

Can-Am Auto Salvage
Top Dollar Paid For Your Clunker!

Get a down payment on your new car by making a 
sensible and lucrative departure from your old one.

We operate in an environmentally responsible manner. 

1125 E California St, Ontario                   (909) 983-9695

Crime Program Board, 
in accordance with Gov-
ernment Code section 
13952.5(c)(3), may dele-
gate authority to the dis-
trict’s attorney’s victim 
services staff to process 
crime claims and dis-
burse emergency funds 
per established guide-
lines. Delegating this au-
thority at the local level 
expedites the claims pro-
cess.”

The district attorney’s 
office has a unit that pro-
cesses claims submitted 
by victims. The victims 

of crime program reim-
burses victims for quali-
fying losses incurred as 
a result of a crime. How-
ever, the verification and 
reimbursement process 
can take several months. 
In certain circumstanc-
es, according to Fermin, 
“victims are unable to 
wait an extended period 
of time to receive assis-
tance (i.e., funeral/burial 
costs, domestic violence 
and sexual assault relo-
cation costs, and crime 
scene clean up). Through 
previous agreements 
with the Victim Com-
pensation and Govern-
ment Claims Board, a 
process was developed 
by which the county may 
pay verified expenses 
when a provider is un-

willing to wait for reim-
bursement through the 
normal claims process. 
These expenses are paid 
with funds advanced 
by the state to facilitate 
the claims process. The 
original amount ad-
vanced in 1999 for this 
purpose was $25,000. 
This revolving fund was 
increased to the current 
amount of $200,000 as 
approved by the board of 
supervisors on October 
2, 2007. This proposed 
agreement with the Vic-
tim Compensation and 
Government Claims 
Board will continue the 
process.” 

In a somewhat related 
move, the board of su-
pervisors also appropri-
ated $25,000 toward the 

purchase of prepaid Tar-
get, Walmart and Stater 
Bros purchase cards to 
be provided to crime vic-
tims in emergency situa-
tions. 

“The district attor-
ney’s office has been 
using prepaid cards to 
assist victims of crime 
since 2003,” Fermin 
said. “This crisis re-
sponse tool is used for 
the immediate needs of 
crime victims to pur-
chase hygiene products, 
clothes, diapers, formula 
and other pressing needs 
faced by these victims, 
thus providing for the 
social services needs of 
county residents. Ap-
proval of this item will 
allow the district attor-
ney’s office to continue 

to distribute these pre-
paid cards as an efficient 
way to deliver direct 
services to victims of 
crime in emergency situ-
ations.”

The prepaid cards, in 
$25 denominations, are 
available for three stores: 
Target, Wal-Mart and 
Stater Bros. 

Fermin said, “These 
stores were selected be-
cause they exist in all re-
gions of the county and 
are the most accessible 
for victims. Prior to dis-
bursing prepaid cards, 
victims are required to 
provide identification 
and a police report to the 
district attorney’s office 
listing them as the vic-
tim of the stated crime.”

According to Fer-

min, “Unclaimed victim 
restitution money held 
in trust is the source of 
funds for the purchase 
of these prepaid cards. 
Government Code sec-
tion 50050 authorizes 
the county to use these 
unclaimed monies after a 
three-year period for the 
purposes of providing 
direct victim services. 
Historically, the district 
attorney’s office has not 
disbursed prepaid cards 
in an amount exceeding 
$10,000 in a fiscal year. 
However, the not-to-ex-
ceed amount of $25,000 
being recommended for 
2014-15 allows for any 
extraordinary and un-
expected situations that 
could arise.” 

The San Bernardino 
County Board of Su-
pervisors this and last 
month approved con-
tracts in the amount of  
$6,026,721 with six en-
tities to provide  Head 
Start and Early Head 
Start programs for the 
period of July 1, 2014 
through June 30, 2015.

Head Start programs, 

according to Diana Al-
exander, the director of 
the county’s preschool 
services department, 
“provide comprehensive 
child development and 
family services that in-
clude education, health, 
nutrition, parent involve-
ment, and psychologi-
cal services for children 
ages 0 to 5 and their 

families. The overall 
goal of these programs 
is to increase the health 
and school readiness of 
disadvantaged children 
and increase the self suf-
ficiency of low income 
families. Head Start 
programs have been op-
erating in San Bernardi-
no County since 1965. 
Since 1999, the county’s 

preschool services de-
partment has provided 
these programs through 
a combination of direct 
and contracted services.”

In June, the board 
gave go-ahead to con-
tracts with Easter Seals 
Southern California, 
Inc. in the amount of 
$3,747,254; with the 
Fontana Unified School 

District in the amount of 
$459,212; and with the 
Needles Unified School 
District in the amount of 
$497,873.

The programs offered 
by those three entities 
will serve roughly 724 
children. 

This week, the board 
of supervisors approved 
contracts with the Colton 

Joint Unified School 
District in the amount of 
$1,109,174; with the On-
tario-Montclair School 
District in the amount of 
$179,523; and the Baker 
Valley Unified School 
District in the amount 
of $33,685, all for the 
provision of Head Start 
programs.

County Endows Six Districts/Organizations With $6M For Head Start Programs



Serving the West End of San Bernardino County

Green Life Tree Service
-Tree Trimming   -Tree Topping
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Upland Resident Survey Shows Voters Opposed to Citywide Sales Tax
Two months after the 

Upland City Council 
agreed to spend $27,000 
to survey residents about 
their willingness to im-
pose on themselves a 
half-cent sales tax to as-
sist the city government 
in staving off future bud-
get deficits, the Sentinel 

has learned that voters  
surveyed were decidely 
against raising taxes and 
were similarly unenthu-
siastic about increasing 
the city’s business li-
cense fees.

The council had also 
authorized, at the same 
time it approved the 

$27,000 expenditure for 
the survey, to expend 
$48,000 on a public re-
lations program aimed 
at “educating” residents 
about ideas put forth by 
a specially-formed task 
force that considered 
possible solutions to the 
city’s financial challeng-

es.
 One of the options de-

lineated by the task force 
earlier this year included 
the sales tax proposal.  
Taxes, however must be 
approved by voters to go 
into effect.

 Given the outcome of 
the survey, it is not clear 

at this point whether the 
city will want to proceed 
with the public relations 
campaign, which was to 
be handled by the 20/20 
Network, a communi-
cations firm  headed by 
Steve Lambert and Tim 
Gallagher specializing 
in media and commu-

nity relations and crisis 
management. Lambert 
is the former editor of 
the Inland Valley Daily 
Bulletin, the most widely 
circulated daily newspa-
per in Upland.

Highland City Council Divided On Putting Ward System Choice On Ballot
Concerned that an 

enterprising civil rights 
lawyer might sue the 
city over violations of 
the Voting Rights Act, 
Highland city officials 
are looking at the merits 
of placing a ballot initia-
tive before the city’s vot-
ers to see if they would 
support creating ward 
districts. Under such 
a system, members of 
each ward would be rep-
resented by a council 
member voted into of-
fice only by members of 
that district. 

Currently city council 
members are elected at 
large by all of the voters 
in Highland. 

A handful of civil 
rights attorneys have 
propounded the argu-
ment that at large elec-
tions discriminate 
against minorities in 
that they make it more 
difficult for a member 
of an ethnic minority to 

win an election if he or 
she must face the full 
spectrum of voters in a 
given jurisdiction rather 
than being able to run 
from a geographical area 
in which minority voters 
may reside in a higher 
concentration.

There are counter-
vailing theories and ar-
guments on that point. 
While the city council 
individually and collec-
tively have made state-
ments saying they are 
satisfied with the current 
at large election process, 
council members Jody 
Scott and John Timmer 
expressed concerns that 
not considering the cre-
ation of a ward system 
might leave the city vul-
nerable to a civil rights 
lawsuit citing the Voting 
Rights Act. 

The Highland City 
Council currently has no 
ethnic minority mem-
bers. 

Highland City Attor-
ney Craig Steele com-
plied with an earlier di-
rective by the city council 
to draft documents that 
would, if enacted by the 
council, place a measure 
on the ballot in Novem-
ber to ask voters whether 
they would rather elect 
city council members by 
district. He also provid-

ed two proposed maps 
delineating possible city 
wards. 

At the council’s last 
meeting in June, Scott 
and Timmer endorsed 
putting the measure on 
the ballot. Mayor Sam 
Racadio and councilman 
Larry McCallon said go-
ing to the expense of an 
election over the issue 

was ill-advised, since 
voters might reject the 
ward concept, in which 
case those intent on su-
ing the city could pro-
ceed anyway, perhaps 
with further causes of 
action, since it could be 
demonstrated the city 
residents themselves 
had acted in precluding 
the creation of the ward 

system. 
Council member Pen-

ny Lilburn was absent 
and the vote deadlocked 
2-2. Thus, no action was 
taken. The city will need 
to lodge its request for 
the ballot measure with 
the county registrar of 
voters by August for it 
to be placed on the ballot 
this year. 
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

Coroner Case #701405201 – On 07/08/2014, at 9:45 P.M., Phillip Andre Jacobs Sr., a 45 year old resident of San Bernardino, was shot by unknown assailant(s) 
when he answered the door of his residence in the 2600 block of Copper Lane, in San Bernardino.  Jacobs was pronounced dead at the scene.  The San Bernardino 
Police Department Homicide Unit is investigating.  [07092014 0612 CN]

Coroner Case #701405196 – On 07/08/2014, at 4:55 P.M., Papoose Mitchell, a 19 year old resident of Rialto, was in the 300 Blk. of S. Linden Ave. when he sus-
tained trauma to the upper torso.  Mitchell was transported to Arrowhead Regional Medical Center where he succumbed to his injuries and was pronounced dead.  
The Rialto Police Department's Homicide Unit is investigating. [07092014 0607 CN]

Coroner Case #701405119 – On 07/06/2014 at around 2:00am, 48 year old Rudolph Zamarano, a resident of San Bernardino, was walking across the 300 block of 
East Foothill Blvd in Rialto when he was struck by a Toyota 4Runner traveling westbound.  Zamarano was pronounced dead at the scene.  Rialto Police Department 
is investigating this traffic collision. [070814 1150 SY]

Coroner Case #701405113 – On 07/04/2014 at 9:37 AM, an off duty ski patrol employee at Snow Summit was called to a location on the mountain where Mario 
Steven Cruz, a 54 year-old resident of Valencia, CA, had fallen off a mountain bicycle he was using to ride down trails at the location.  He was not breathing when 
found and was transported to the Bear Valley Community Hospital and later airlifted to the Loma Linda University Medical Center.  Cruz succumbed to his injuries  
at 10:34 AM on 07/05/14. [07052014 2300 CN]   

Coroner case #701405099 – On 07/05/2014, at 2:26 AM San Bernardino police and fire responded to the 1500 block of N. F Street in reference to a 23 year old 
male who sustained upper body trauma. The man was transported to Loma Linda University Medical Center where he died from his injuries at 3:14 AM. Anyone 
with information is encouraged to contact the San Bernardino Police Department. The name of the decedent will be released when his family is located and notified 
of his demise. [070514 1100 TC] UPDATE: The decedent was identified as Shelton Nicholas of San Bernardino. [07062014 0038 CN]   

Coroner case #701405098 – On 07/05/2014, Barstow Police Department responded to a 911 call at 12:19 AM for a vehicle versus pedestrian at E. Rimrock Road 
and Muriel Drive, in Barstow. A 33 year old Hispanic male was confirmed dead on the scene due to his injuries. The name of the decedent will be released when the 
next of kin is identified. An autopsy will be conducted to determine the cause of death. The Barstow Police Department is investigating the incident. [070514 1100 
TC]

Coroner case #701405064 – On 07/03/2014, at 6:54 P.M., Jorge Noe Flores-Andrade was a 40 year old resident of Mira Loma, who was the passenger of a red 
1997 Ford Explorer that was traveling eastbound in the 900 Blk. of E. Maitland St., in Ontario.  The vehicle veered off the roadway for unknown reasons and Flores-
Andrade was pronounced dead at the scene.  The Ontario Police Department is investigating. [070414 1030 TC]

Coroner case #701405043 – On 07/02/2014 at approximately 11:40 PM, an officer from the Colton Police Department attempted an enforcement stop on a motorcy-
clist who was traveling southbound N. Mt. Vernon Ave. near E. Laurel St., in the City of Colton. The motorcyclist continued southbound Mt. Vernon. Near E. Lemon 
Street the motorcycle struck a curb in the center divider and 40 year-old Colton resident Christopher Negrete  was ejected from the motorcycle. Paramedics arrived 
and Negrete was pronounced dead at the scene. The Colton and Fontana Police Departments are investigating the collision. [070314 1447 SY]
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Why Wildlife Sanctuaries Are Necessary
County Wildlife CornerSubscribe to 

the Sentinel
Never miss an issue. Read it weekly from the 
comfort of your own home.

Ordering your one year email subscription is 
quick and easy.

Send a check or money order for $30.00 pay-
able to the Sentinel, to:  10808 Foothill Blvd., 
Suite 160-446, Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91730. Include your name, city of resi-
dence, phone number and email address.

Chino Chiropractic Office

  Dr. Dean Kerr
Palmer Chiropractor

Phone: 909 627-3633
Pager: 909 464-7246

Serving the entire Chino Valley 

13039 Seventh Street 
Chino, CA 91710

“There are no words that can tell the hidden spirit of the wilderness, that can reveal its mystery, its mel-
ancholy, and its charm… Now and then we hear the wilder voices of the wilderness, from animals that in the 
hours of darkness do not fear the neighborhood of man: the coyotes wail like dismal ventriloquists, or the 
silence may be broken by the snorting and stamping of a deer.” –President Theodore Roosevelt

By Diane Dragotto 
Williams

Wildlife sanctuar-
ies have been born out 

we are blessed with. 
We have witnessed, and 
cared for thousands of 
injured and orphaned 

man and animal which 
has been broadened by 
ignorance throughout 
the centuries.

One of the earliest 
guests was Willow, an 
orphan mule deer fawn, 
whose mother was shot 
during hunting season. 
She was found, fright-
ened, trembling  and 
hungry without a herd 
to protect her. As she 
was raised at Wildhaven 
Ranch, she gained her 
innate nature to fight 
for life. She grew to be 
a lovely and dominant 
doe that saw to the needs 
of her herd. She gained 

spiration and relevance 
to the lives of many chil-
dren and adults that visit 
our ranch. 

At Wildhaven, we 
struggle to invest in our 
wild beings, to give ev-
ery shred of time, energy 
and funds to give them a 
place to call home. We 
invite you to be a part 
of that precious mis-
sion: “Preserving wild-
life helps heal the human 
spirit.” Join us for a day 
with our resident wild-
life, from bears to eagles. 
Meet Bandit, the raccoon 
who amazes guests with 
his dexterity of paws! 

of necessity. Man’s in-
terruption of life in the 
wild through urbaniza-
tion, depletion of natural 
resources, and uncon-
scious, selfish motives of 
human needs, demands 
the separation of a place 
to protect wild animals. 
Also, the compassionate, 
intelligent citizens of a 
state, or country have 
a right to protect that 
which is legally theirs, 
overseen by government 
agencies like California 
Fish and Wildlife and 
the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life services. 

Beginning this type 
of work in 1994, the San 
Bernardino Mountains 
Wildlife Society has 
stressed the importance 
of wildlife preservation, 
while educating the pub-
lic about the importance 
of the flora and fauna 

animals whose state was 
begun by the interfer-
ence of man, on purpose, 
or by accident. It is our 

the respect of us all, and 
at the proper time, she 
and those with her were 
released back into the 
wild. For a season, she 
needed “sanctuary,” a 
place to heal, and to be 
born again to be what she 
was created to be. Now 
she brings her fawns to 
our sanctuary to feed on 
abundant browse, and 
to rest in the shade of 
our oak trees, secure in 
the knowledge that no 
one will hunt her, or her 
herd, at this safe place.

Some of our wild ones 
do not have the privilege 
of living again in the vast 
outback of the wild, and 
must live their lives on a 
wildlife sanctuary like 
Wildhaven, where we 
tend to their needs and 
give them a protected 
life, and at the same 
time, elevate their posi-
tion as Animal Ambas-
sadors, teaching man! 
They bring great joy, in-

responsibility as good 
stewards of this earth to 
repair what we can and 
close the breach between 

Watch Misha, the black 
bear, as she reveals her-
self as a tree hugger. You 
may see Lexus, the bob-
cat stalk his prey! And 
many other wild ones 
waiting for you. 

To conclude, in Tho-
dore Roosevelt’s words: 
It is also vandalism wan-
tonly to destroy or to 
permit the destruction of 
what is beautiful in na-
ture, whether it be a cliff, 
a forest, or a species of 
mammal or bird.”

Wildhaven Ranch is 
a wildlife sanctuary in 
Cedar Glen that gives 
programs to the public 
by appointments only. 
Bears, Bobcat, coyotes, 
deer, Eagles, falcon, 
hawk, owl and raccoons 
are seen “up close and 
personal” in guided 
tours. For reservation, 
call (909) 337-7789 or 
email ddwilliams@
hughes.net.

treme allergies to bee 
stings, which in some of 
those cases can be fatal. 

“Usually, cities have 
certain criteria with re-
gard to keeping bees,” 
Gardner said. “They 
generally have to be 
at a required distance 
from occupied struc-
tures. You must have a 
certain amount of water 
available. The codes are 
meant to prevent them 
from causing problems.”

Gardner noted that by 
contrast there are some 
remote areas in the un-
incorporated areas of the 
county that are “virtu-
ally without restrictions” 
as far as the keeping of 
bees goes. 

Asked if there was a 
hierarchy of restrictivity 
among cities, Gardner 
said, “Restrictivenes is in 
the eye of the beholder. In 
some cities there are cer-
tain months where you 
can’t keep bees. Some of 
those cities, such as Red-
lands, have no limit on 
the number of hives you 
can have during the fall, 
winter and early spring. 
There are other cities 
that are what you might 
perhaps call more liberal 
and you can keep bees 
there all year long. But 

some of those restrict 
the number of hives you 
can have. It depends on 
which way you measure 
the restrictions. Certain 
cities are more liberal or 
more restrictive on some 
ends.”

Gardner said that in 
most of the county’s 
cities, bee restriction 
“enforcement is not a 
priority. If you have a 
really good beekeeper 
who makes sure his bees 
have a constant and good 
water source, they won’t 
be a problem. Often in 
the summer, when bees 
don’t have access to wa-
ter, they will swarm and 
go out to find it. They 
will seek out water at 
the closest place they 
can find. You will see a 
whole lawn covered with 
them. When people en-
counter a large number 
of them like that, they 
are afraid.”

Gardner said a signifi-
cant number of hives in 
San Bernardino County 
have become African-
ized, that is, are head-
ed by a queen bee that 
traces its lineage back to 
Africa, where the bees 
are far more aggres-
sive towards humans in 
terms of stinging and are 
less productive in terms 
of honey output than 
the bees that originated 
in Europe and which 

historically populated 
America. 

With some degree of 
difficulty, apiarists can 
re-queen Africanized 
hives with what are tem-
porarily, at least, positive 
results. 

“A large percentage 
of the bees in our county 
now have Africanized 
traits,” Gardner said. 
“They are more aggres-
sive than the European 
bees. You can extract the 
queen from the colony 
and replace her with 
one of the European va-
riety and box the hive 
back up. That works 
for a while. Eventually, 
though, when the colony 
grows and another queen 
is produced it will lead 
a swarm out to create 

another colony and, be-
cause of the Africanized 
bees’ dominant traits, 
that queen will mate and 
pick up the aggressive 
tendencies.”

Given the importance 
of bees’ role in the eco-
system and the conflu-
ence of threats they face, 
Gardner said he thinks 
some sort of forum with 
regard to a consistent 
policy being formulated 
throughout the county 
might be a good idea.

“We’d be willing to 
enter into a discussion 
with the cities about 
what those standards 
should be,” Gardner said 
of the county agriculture 
department. “I’d be glad 
to participate in some-
thing like that.”

Bee Apocalypse
from page 7
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California Style
Summer Crushes

By Grace Bernal

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 

Read the
Sentinel 

On The World Wide Web!                                                                                         
  To visit our blog, simply type 

http://sbsentinel.com/ into your 
URL box and hit enter.  You can 
view the Sentinel, read individual 
articles, offer comments and search 
our archives from the convenience 
of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or 

iPhone.

partners in 44 countries 
who actively contribute 
to the project, putting up 
unique items from street 
art in Sao Paulo, Bra-
zil to some of the most 
important impressionist 
paintings and artifacts 
of our time. The Google 
Art Team will visit the 
Museum for one day of 
planning and coordina-
tion, then over a two-
day period photograph 
the county museum with 
the Street View trolley 
which provides an inte-
rior 360° virtual tour of 
exhibits and buildings 
that is uploaded into the 
Google Cultural Insti-
tute Art Project. The 
Google Art Project is 
a powerful awareness 

tool to serve the re-
gional residents and the 
global audience using 
high resolution images 
and extensive informa-
tion about the museum’s 
collections, exhibitions 
and mission. The county 
museum is hopeful that 
the Google Art Project 

will stimulate an interest 
among a local and world-
wide internet audience, 
who will be motivated 
to patronize the museum 
to see first-hand some of 
the county’s most trea-
sured artifacts and the 
5th largest egg collection 
in the world.”

Google To Show 
SBC County Mu-
seum Exhibits In 
Its Street Scene 
Program from front 
page

Brighten up your best 
looks this Summer. The 
blue hues of the sea-
son are very nautical 
and refreshing. Long 
skirts, are gorgeous and 
I’m loving the midi. It’s 
trendy, yet elegant, and 

sunglasses can really 
amp up the impact of 

any style. Embrace one 
of the latest right out 

of the catwalk and to 
the  sidewalk, the color 
white. It's the ultimate 

blank canvas, so you can 
dress it up or down and 

really make it your own 
just by adding different 
accessories. Layer ban-

gles, spikes and a bold, 
big faced watches are 
all nice accessories. Try 
the fresh burst of candy 
color trends by wearing 

it as an all over color or 
as small accent.  Also, 
nothing is sexier than jet 
black mixed with glim-
mers of gold. Get noticed 
this season by adding 
key accents that feature 
vibrant metals. Always 
stylish and always fabu-

lous, black is a wardrobe 
essential. Stand out this 
summer in bold accents 
you can wear every day. 
Have fun in the sun this 
July!

“You either know 
fashion or you don’t.” — 
Anna Wintour


