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County Hires Court’s Just Laid Off 
Criminal Defense Conflict Contract Officer

  First Year Of School Takeover Ends Without Means To Measure Academic Gain

Defeated District Attorney Candidate Bears Loss With Equanimity
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Grover Merritt

Over A Quarter Century Later, SBC Looks To Implement Proposition 90

Guest Opinion

The county of San 
Bernardino this week 
moved to hire the Supe-
rior Court staff member 
who oversees the admin-
istration of the county 
courts’ conflict indigent 
defense representation, 
just as the position he 
held was eliminated by 
the court system itself. 

In San Bernardino 
County, indigent de-
fense is handled by the 
public defender’s of-
fice. In some criminal 

cases, however, a con-
flict between defendants 
charged in the same case 
crops up in which the 
defense of one or both 
asserts the other defen-
dant is responsible for 
the act or acts alleged in 
the criminal complaint. 
The defense of one or the 
other of these defendants 
is then assigned to a 
criminal defense conflict 
attorney.

San Bernardino 
County currently con-

San Bernardino 
County appears set on a 
course to become the last 
of Southern California’s 
counties to implement 
the provisions of Propo-
sition 90, which will al-
low elderly and disabled 
homeowners from out-
side of San Bernardino 
County to locate within 
its confines and transfer 
the state of California’s 
Proposition 13 property 

tax protection to their 
new property. 

Proposition 13, which 
was officially named 
the People's Initiative to 
Limit Property Taxation, 
was an amendment of 
the Constitution of Cali-
fornia enacted as part of 
the statewide voter ap-
proval process in 1978. It 
survived a challenge on 
constitutional grounds, 
and was declared ful-

ly enforceable by the 
United States Supreme 
Court.

The proposition de-
creased property taxes 
by assessing property 
values at their 1975 value 
and restricted annual in-
creases of assessed value 
of real property to an in-
flation factor, not to ex-
ceed 2 percent per year. 
It also prohibited reas-
sessment of a new base 

year value except in cas-
es of (a) change in own-
ership, or (b) completion 
of new construction.

In addition to decreas-
ing property taxes, the 
initiative also contained 
language requiring a 
two-thirds majority in 
both legislative houses 
for future increases of 
any state tax rates or 
amounts of revenue col-
lected, including income 

tax rates. It also requires 
a two-thirds vote major-
ity in local elections for 
local governments wish-
ing to increase special 
taxes. 

Proposition 13, how-
ever, did not lock in the 
tax advantage to the 
homeowners but to the 
property. Those who 
purchased homes after 
1978 did not enjoy the 
full benefits of 

Nineteen months af-
ter Adelanto rolled into 
the history books as the  
location where the con-
troversial parent-trigger 
option was first actuated 
in California, there is no 
subjective empirical data 
to determine if taking 
control of the school tar-
geted in the movement 
has actually benefitted 
the students there. 

Desert Trails Elemen-

tary School in the Adel-
anto Elementary School 
District was long one of 
the most severely under-
performing schools in 
the state of California. 

In late 2011, a parent 
union was formed by 
parents at Desert Trails 
Elementary, in large 
measure at the instiga-
tion of the Los Angeles-
based nonprofit Parent 
Revolution, which is de-

voted to challenging the 
traditional authority of 
school districts.

In January 2012 the 
parent union submitted 
466 signatures on peti-
tions asking the district 
to undertake a set of 
what the parents union 
maintained would be 
reforms at the academi-
cally challenged school, 
where students had for 
years consistently scored 

near the bottom of state-
mandated standardized 
academic tests. 

The petition was 
based upon the Parent 
Empowerment Act, au-
thored by former state 
senator Gloria Romero 
and passed by the leg-
islature in 2010. The 
Parent Empowerment 
Act enables a majority 
of parents at a school at 
which students score as 

low-performers on state 
academic tests to force a 
district to implement sig-
nificant reforms, rang-
ing from replacing the 
principal and up to half 
the staff to reopening 
the school as a charter 
academy. That process is 
known by the colloquial-
ism “parent trigger.”

 A group of parents 
opposed to the parent 
takeover of the 

By Fritz Koenig
As the political birth-

place of a string of suc-

All of San Bernardi-
no County’s incumbent 
politicians competing in 
Tuesday’s primary pre-
vailed, either winning 
reelection outright or 
qualifying for a run-off 
in November.

In all of the other rac-
es involving competition 
for open seats on the bal-
lot, the best funded can-
didates consistently won, 
with few exceptions.

Results available 
mid-week included tal-
lies from mailed-in 
ballots and Tuesday’s 
polling but were unof-
ficial as countywide 
some  28,080 mail bal-
lots received Tuesday at 
polling places and 4,513 
damaged ballots requir-
ing duplication still had 
not been counted as of 
early Thursday. 

In the county district 
attorney’s race, three 
term incumbent Mike 
Ramos turned back a 
challenge by one of his 

deputy prosecutors, 
Grover Merritt.  Of the 
116,467 votes cast, Ra-
mos captured 71,553 or 
61.44 percent. Merritt 
garnered 44,914 votes, or 
38.56 percent. 

Sheriff John McMa-
hon, who was appointed 
to that position in 2012 
following the resignation 
of former sheriff Rod 
Hoops, received 72,889 
of the 116,432  votes cast, 
or 62.6 percent. Paul 
Schrader, who works 
for the Los Angeles 
County Sher-

tracts with a single law 
firm, Earl Carter & As-
sociates, to handle indi-
gent defense adult crimi-
nal cases in which the 
public defender’s office 
declares a conflict. The 
Carter firm’s contract is 
budgeted in the county’s 
indigent defense budget 
unit. Beginning in 2004, 
the administration of the 
criminal defense conflict 
contracts were handled 
by the courts. Recently, 
the courts in-

   Industrial Uses Harm Yucca 
Valley’s Tranquil Neighborhoods

cessful politicians such 
as Paul Cook, Karalee 
Hargrove, and Chad 
Mayes, is the region 
around Yucca Valley a 
trend setter that can not 
be ignored?

Perhaps the latest 
Yucca Valley push to 
liberalize government 

controls and empower 
government bureaucrats 
may provide a roadmap 

for radical changes of 
residential living across 
the entire county of San 
Bernardino.  Or, hope-
fully not.

Citizens and hom-
eowners may have an 
interest in an issue that 
is soon to be decided by 
elected offi-

Failed district attor-
ney candidate Grover 
Merritt on June 4 sound-
ed calm and resigned 
when queried about his 
losing effort the previous 
day.

Merritt postponed vy-
ing for the county’s top 
prosecutor’s job for two 
election cycles. He was 
contemplating running 
for district attorney in 
2006 but when the in-
cumbent, Mike Ramos, 

caught wind of that in 
2004, he fired Merritt, 
who was at that point the 

head of the office’s appel-
late unit, alleging he had 
been leaking confiden-
tial office documents to 
the press. Merritt fought 
back, filing a lawsuit and 
seeking the return of his 
job through the civil ser-
vice commission.

 At his civil service 
hearing in 2005, it was 
determined that the doc-
uments in question had 
actually been leaked by 
assistant district attor-

ney Mike Risley, then 
Ramos’s closest politi-
cal associate, and Ra-
mos was forced to rehire 
Merritt with back pay. 
Merritt’s lawsuit was 
settled without going to 
trial for $297,000.

Ramos subsequently 
removed Merritt from 
his position overseeing 
the appellate union, as-
signing him to garden 
variety financial fraud 
cases. 

Merritt, who in recent 
years has been increas-
ingly critical of Ramos’s 
management of the pros-
ecutor’s office, declared 
his candidacy for district 
attorney last September 
and promised a cam-
paign that would high-
light what he said were 
his boss’s various and 
sundry shortcomings. 
And while Merritt lived 
up to that promise on 
the campaign See P 7
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Third District County 
Supervisor James Ra-
mos has removed David 
Peach from his position 
on the Morongo Basin 
Municipal Advisory 
Council.

Municipal Advisory 
Councils are impaneled 
in the county’s unincor-
porated areas. As a col-
lective of local residents, 
the councils, known as 
MACs, offer non-bind-
ing recommendations to 
the member of the board 
of supervisors oversee-
ing that particular juris-
diction. 

MAC members are 
appointed by the super-
visor and serve at his 
discretion. 

Peach is an outspo-
ken member of the com-
munity who on and in 
various forums, includ-
ing blogs, commentaries 
and letters to press out-
lets, has proven critical 
of some of the Morongo 
Basin’s elected and ap-
pointed political leader-
ship, as well as city staff 
members in Twentynine 

Ramos Decommissions Peach As Morongo Basin Advisor
Palms and Yucca Valley. 

Peach was appointed 
to the Morongo Basin 
MAC last October. 

Most recently, Peach 
offered up criticism of 
the Hi-Desert Water 
District’s board of di-
rectors. The Hi-Desert 
Water District is serv-
ing in the capacity of the 
lead agency pursuing the 
construction of a wa-
ter treatment system in 
Yucca Valley. The town 
of Yucca Valley is under 
a mandate from the state 
to undertake that project. 

Peach suggested that 
the Water District board 
is arranging financing 
and construction of that 
project in a way that is 
showing favoritism to 
friends and political as-
sociates of those board 
members.

This triggered a back-
lash from the board 
members and other local 
officials and movers and 
shakers, resulting in Ra-
mos’s decision to remove 
Peach from the MAC.

Margo Sturges, an ac-

tivist in the Morongo Ba-
sin, lodged a protest over 
Peach’s removal

“While most of us 
in the Morongo Basin 
may not always agree 
with Mr. Peach, we ful-
ly support and defend 
his rights to express his 
opinions,” Sturges said. 
“The fact Mr. Peach is 
a member of the San 
Bernardino County Mu-
nicipal Advisory Coun-
cil should not disqualify 
him from voicing his 
valid concerns and giv-
ing up his First Amend-
ment rights.”

Sturges asserted that 
Peach had provided the 
community with “hon-
orable service” and had 
himself been subjected 
to “a culture of bully tac-
tics taking place in the 
Morongo Basin, specifi-
cally in Yucca Valley…  
the tactics of a small 
group of self-appointed 
citizen vigilantes con-
spiring to remove or si-
lence anyone who speaks 
up or speaks out.”

Sturges suggested 

that Peach had been ma-
ligned by former Yucca 
Valley Town Manager 
Mark Nuaimi, former 
town councilman Isaac 
Hagerman  Timothy 
Humphreville, the chair-
man of the Yucca Valley 
Planning Commission 
for having opposed Mea-
sure U, a tax proposal 
the city sought in 2012 
and which was defeated 
by town voters. 

Sturges insisted 
charges that Peach was 
opposed to the concept 
of Yucca Valley com-
plying with the state’s 
mandate that it complete 
the construction of a wa-
ter-treatment system in 
stages beginning in May 
2016 were false. 

“Mr. Peach has always 
been in support of pro-
tecting the groundwater 
of the Warren Basin and 
only questions the pro-
cess to assign the sewer 
costs equally among his 
fellow citizens,” she said.

Proposition 13. 
Subsequently, voters 

passed propositions 60 
in 1986 and 90 in 1988. 
Proposition 60 allowed 
homeowners who had 
Proposition 13 protec-
tion to sell their home 
and purchase another 
within the same county 
and transfer the Proposi-
tion 13 protection to the 
newly purchased home. 
Proposition 90 allowed 

homeowners to purchase 
a home outside of the 
county where the home 
with Proposition 13 pro-
tection was located and 
transfer the Proposition 
13 protection there.

Both propositions 60 
and 90 required that in-
dividual counties imple-
ment their provisions 
for them to be applied in 
each prospective county.  

San Bernardino 
County implemented 
Proposition 60 but it 
remains as the last ma-
jor Southern California 
county to not have an 
ordinance implementing 
Proposition 90. 

Last month the board 
of supervisors directed 
the county administra-
tive office, with the as-
sistance of county coun-
sel, to prepare a report 
describing the process 
of implementing Propo-
sition 90 tax benefits in 
San Bernardino County 
and analyzing the impact 
on the county and other 
governmental entities. 

On the basis of that 
report, it is anticipated 
county counsel will 
ready an ordinance ini-
tiating the applicability 
of Proposition 90 in San 
Bernardino County by 
summer’s end.  

Get a unique 
perspective

on San 
Bernardino 

County 
politics!

Visit 
iepolitics.com



Friday, June 6, 2014 Page 3San Bernardino County Sentinel

The San Bernardino Arrowhead

Continued on Page 11
(909) 202-4330    http://www.icrshop.com 

5315 Della Ave.
Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91701

Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
Sentinel Weaponry Of Our Prehistoric Past

By Ruth Musser-Lopez
  June 5, 2014.  I had 

a chance this week to 
speak personally with 
an expert on prehistoric 
lithic (stone) tool tech-
nology,  master flint-
knapper and authority 
on “arrowhead” produc-
tion, Dr. J. Jeffrey Flen-
niken, about what he 
thought of one of the 
most famous landmarks 
in San Bernardino 
County--the “Arrow-
head.”  I had an ulterior 
motive as I am trying 
to convince the editor 
of the Sentinel to adopt 
the shape for the paper’s 
logo (more about that at 
the end of this story).  

The local landmark 
is a natural arrowhead 
shaped landform on 
the slope of the hill-
side above the city of 
San Bernardino north 
of Wildwood Park on 
40th Street and Water-
man Avenue.  The Ar-
rowhead can be seen 
for miles around being 
described as 1,375 feet 
in length and 449 feet in 
width. 

The outline of the 
arrowhead is so close 
to the exact shape of 
projectile points actu-
ally used by prehistoric 

Native Americans that 
it appears to be a man-
made unnatural land-
scape, but it is not.  The 
“face” of the shape is 
light in color due to the 
growth of low white sage 
on light colored decom-
posing quartz offset by 
the dark contrasting out-
line created by the sur-

experts consider to be 
the first projectile point 
shape used as an arrow-
head in the Mojave Des-
ert--the “Rose Springs” 
point, after the bow and 
arrow was introduced 
1500 years ago. 

Not to Flenniken how-
ever—that shape he said 
was also used for atlatl 

east—they look similar 
in shape as the San Ber-
nardino ‘Arrowhead.’  
When the bow and ar-
row was introduced, the 
same lithic reduction 
technology that was used 
to produce knives, spears 

and dart points was used 
to produce arrowheads.  
There are differences in 
size and exactly where 
the notches are located, 
but generally the same 
‘biface’ technology was 
being used to produce 
the oldest spear points 
and the newest arrow-
heads—and this technol-
ogy was passed down 
from generation to gen-
eration.” 

Gary points are re-
ported to be associated 
with artifacts dated 1000 
to 4000 years ago.

According to Flen-
niken, there are numer-
ous technologies, but the 
“biface technology” is 
one that was pervasive 
throughout the Holocene 
or post Ice Age in North 
America.  “Actually the 
biface technology in 
general is very old world 
wide, well over a mil-
lion years old,” Flennik-
en said. “It entered the 
Americas through Alas-
ka from Siberia at the 
end of the Wurm glacia-
tion.   A variety of shapes 
were being produced for 
different purposes at 
the same time using the 
same technology.  You 
cannot depend upon 
the shape of a projectile 
point to tell you how old 
a site is.  You might get 
a thrusting spear which 
could be a leaf shaped 
lanceolate, along with a 
notched dart point and 
smaller arrowhead all 
in the same archeologi-

Arkansas by the Tula 
Indians in 1541, killed 
by darts from an atlatl.  
His scribe discusses it in 
detail.  The darts could 
probably penetrate ar-
mor.”  

Flenniken, began 
“chipping stones” when 
he was six following the 

rounding darker colored 
creosote chaparral.  The 
shape of the Arrowhead 
is similar to what some 

dart points that predated 
the arrowhead.  In some 
parts of America the dart 
was used concurrently 
along with the bow and 
arrow up into the time of 
Euro-American contact.

For this reason ar-
chaeologists prefer the 
term "projectile point" 
rather than “arrowhead” 
since it cannot be as-
sumed that a point was 
used as an atlatl dart or 
arrowhead.  Flenniken 
explained that points 
were used over and 
over again and simply 
reworked if a tip or the 
“ears” or “tang” at the 
shoulder or base broke 
off.  He likened projec-
tile point reshaping to a 
No. 2 pencil.  A prehis-
toric hunter would sim-
ply rework a point into 
a new shape.  “Notches 
at the shoulder of the 
point had a dual pur-
pose—for both hafting it 
to the shaft of an arrow 
but also to create a weak 
location where the point 
would break first.  The 
tangs on the base of a 
dart or arrowhead make 
the point hard to pull out 
so it continues to cause 

damage when the game 
runs.  What would be left 
of the point if it breaks at 
the notch is a triangu-
lar shape that could be 
refashioned above the 
break with new notches 
for a dart or arrow or 
worked into a lanceolate 
point for attachment to a 
thrusting spear.

instructions in an old 
Boy Scout manual.  He 
was recommended by 
his school teachers, then 
taken under the wing 
of local archaeologists 
working on archaeologi-
cal “salvage” projects 
in Arkansas during the 
1960s.   He went on to 
college and received his 
PhD in archaeology at 
Washington State Uni-
versity, specializing in 
what was once a world-
wide industry, the now 
dying art of stone pro-
jectile point production.  
So obscure was the field 
at the time he graduated 
that he knew more about 
the subject than his pro-
fessors. They were learn-
ing from him, participat-
ing in Flenniken’s field 
school.  He taught lithic 
technology to archaeol-
ogy students at Wash-
ington State University 
from 1975 to 1986 and 

ABOVE.  The Gary Point (courtesy of Lithicsnet.com at http://www.lith-
icsnet.com/gary.htm), the Rose Springs Point (courtesy of the Antelope 
Valley Indian Museum website at http://www.avim.parks.ca.gov/flashmap/
arrowheads.htm); the rotated San Bernardino “Arrowhead” landform as 
illustrated by Ruth Musser-Lopez of the Archaeological Heritage Associa-
tion (www.RiverAHA.org); and the “9000 year old” Lake Mojave point —
similar projectile point shapes that can potentially be fashioned using the 
prehistoric “biface” technology.

 “Have you ever seen 
what is referred to as a 
‘Gary Point’?  Flenniken 
asked.  “These are a type 
of projectile point used 
for knives and thrust-
ing spears in the south-
eastern part of North 
America, long before 
the bow and arrow came 
into vogue in the Ameri-
cas, they are found back 

cal site being used at the 
same time.

“The Aztecs used 
atlatls to defend them-
selves at the onslaught 
of the Conquistadors,” 
Flenniken continued. 
“Desoto was killed in 

then was sent to Austra-
lia on a Fulbright schol-
arship to study aborigi-
nal stone tool production 
and use where he spent 
two months in the field 
and taught at Sydney 
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Incumbents Ad-
vance In This 
Year’s Primary 
Election   from page 
2  

Continued on Page 6

iff’s Department, picked 
up 25,830 votes or 22.18 
percent. Cliff Harris, a 

department scientific 
division forensic tech-
nician Randolph Bea-
sley, gathering 16,633 
or 67.86 percent of the 
24,510 votes cast. Beas-
ley claimed 7,877 votes, 
or 32.14 percent. 

Incumbent 8th Con-
gressional District U.S. 
Representative Paul 
Cook, a Republican, 
comfortably outdis-
tanced his three chal-
lengers, fellow Repub-
lican Paul Hannosh and 

thy Pineda with 5,218 
votes, 52.04 percent to 
47.96 percent. Despite 
their second place finish-
es, Pineda and Navarro 
qualify for the Novem-
ber runoff. 

The incumbents in 
three of the county gov-
ernment posts up for 
election this year chose 
not to seek reelection – 
county assessor Dennis 
Draeger, county superin-
tendent of schools Gary  
Thomas and Fourth Dis-
trict Supervisor Gary 
Ovitt. 

Draeger endorsed his 
second-in-command, 
Dan Harp, who put on a 
spirited and well-man-
nered campaign against 

Ted Alejandre, who was 
promoted to vice super-
intendent last year by 
Thomas as a ploy to in-

Fourth District Super-
visor, two well-known 
and well-financed candi-
dates, Congresswoman 
Gloria Negrete-McLeod, 

Republican Gary Miller 
elected not to seek re-
election earlier this year, 
anti-drug crusader Paul 
Chabot, a Republican 

former deputy sheriff in 
both San Bernardino and 
Riverside counties who 
now publishes a news-
paper, received 17,713 
votes or 15.21 percent.

County Treasurer/Tax 

Collector Larry Walker, 
who has held that post 
for five years since it was 
merged with the position 
of auditor-controller and 
has served in the capac-
ity of auditor-controller 
since 1998, defeated 
Ensen Mason in the 
race for all four posts. 
Walker polled 86,189 of 
the 115,452 votes cast, 
or 74.65percent. Mason 
claimed 29,263 votes, or   
25.35 percent.  

The other county 
government incumbent 
in the race, Second Dis-
trict Supervisor Janice 
Rutherford, cruised to an 
easy victory over her op-
ponent, retired sheriff’s 

Larry Walker

Democrats Bob Con-
away and Odessia Lee. 

Cook received 29,269 
votes or 59.03 percent to 
Conaway’s 8,952 votes, 
or 18.05 percent, Han-
nosh’s 6,396 votes or 
12.9 percent and Lee’s 
4,969 votes or 10.02 per-
cent. 

In the 47th Assem-
bly District, incumbent 
Democrat Cheryl Brown 

overwhelmed challenger 
Gil Navarro, pocket-
ing  9,953 votes or 
68.25 percent to Navar-
ro’s 4,630 votes or 31.75 
percent 14,583 v o t e s 
were cast in that race. 

In the 52nd Assembly 

District race, incumbent 
Democrat Freddie Ro-
driguez with 5,662 votes, 
edged Republican Doro-

former State Senator 
Bob Dutton. Dutton, 
who likewise conducted 
an intense but gentle-
manly campaign, nar-
rowly won with 58,102 
votes, or 50.14 percent 
of the 115,868 cast to 
Harp’s  57,766 or 49.86 
percent. 

In the race for county 
schools superintendent, 

crease his electability, 
gained the position by 
pulling 60,585 or 55.01 
percent of the 100,144 
votes cast, and dous-
ing the electoral hopes 
of Rita Ramirez Dean, 
whose candidacy was en-
dorsed by 32,721 or 29.71 
percent of the voters, and 
Frank Garza, who man-
aged to land 16,838 votes 
or 15.29 percent. 

In the election for 

a Democrat, and State 
Assemblyman Curt 
Hagman, who is also 
chairman of the coun-
ty Republican Central 
Committee, are seeking 
to replace Ovitt. Two 
others, Democrat Paul 
Vincent Avila, an On-
tario city councilman, 
and Republican James 
Na, a Chino Valley 
Unified School District 
board member, also ran.  
The race proved a tight 

one between Negrete-
McLeod and Hagman, 
with Negrete McLeod 
capturing 7,796 votes or 
42.99 percent and Hag-
man hauling down 7,276 
votes or 40.12 percent. 
Avila boasted the sup-
port of 1,370 or 7.55 per-
cent. Na, who withdrew 
from the race early and 
did not campaign but 
remained on the ballot, 
drew 1,694 votes or 
9.34 percent.

In the 31st Congres-
sional District race, 
which was thrown wide 
open when incumbent 

launched himself well 
ahead of the pack, which 
was composed of two 
other Republicans and 
four Democrats. Demo-
crats actually have a 
seven percent registered 
voter advantage over 
the Republicans in the 
31st. Chabot’s 11,329 
votes, or 26.79 percent, 
placed him well in front 
of the second place fin-
isher, Pete Aguilar, the 
Democratic mayor of 
Redlands, who claimed 
17.42 percent of the 
vote, or 7,368. Aguilar 
only slightly edged Lesli 
Gooch, one of Miller’s 
Congressional office 
staffers. Gooch had 16.5 
percent of the vote, i.e., 
6,978 votes. The other 
Republican in the race, 
Ryan Downing, had the 
weakest showing, cop-
ping 1,421  or votes 
or 3.36 percent. The 

Paul Chabot

Curt Hagman

Janice Rutherford

Freddie Rodriguez

Cheryl Brown

Ted Alejandre

Gloria Negrete-McLeod

Bob Dutton

John McMahon

Paul Cook
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Visual Domain

Tim Jahns is a photographer, visual artist and writer living in Upland.  His 
photography ranges from fashion to fine art, from striking beauty to complex and 
challenging images that provoke thought and elude simple explanation.  Like the 
images in this selection, his work often involves a certain mystery along with a de-
sire to awaken our eyes to the miraculous in the everyday scene.  A dramatic vision 
might be created from gritty industrial structures, or dreamlike transformations 
occur in these evocative images.

His work has been exhibited at many galleries, including the Los Angeles Mu-
nicipal Art Gallery at Barnsdall Park, BC Space, Orange County Center for Con-
temporary Art, Palos Verdes Art Center, and Cypress College Photography Gal-
lery.  His work has been represented by Getty Images, and published in various 
magazines, calendars and web productions.  He has taught photography for the Ir-
vine Fine Arts Center, Calumet Photographic and Samy’s Camera in Los Angeles.

All images are copyright Tim Jahns and may not be reproduced or used in any form without the express 
written consent of the photographer. If you would like to use a particular image for commercial, editorial 
or other purposes, please email the photographer with your request. Tim Jahns is also available for assign-
ment or special projects. Contact by email with proposals and to discuss rates for stock, assignment or 
special projects. Email:tjphoto40@yahoo.com   
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three other Democrats, 
Eloise Gomez Reyes, Joe 
Baca and Danny Till-
man, polled 6,746 votes 

the Democrat candidates 
in the 31st District out-
polling the Republicans 

Larivee, with 222 votes 
or 0.66 percent and Jerry 

thur Bustamonte gleaned 
4,123 votes or 13.57 per-
cent. 

In the 42nd Assem-
bly District, Republican 
Chad Mayes, the former 
Yucca Valley mayor, 

crats, however, captured 
66.47 percent of the 
vote, presaging a dif-
ficult race for Munson 
in November, when he 
must face second place 
finisher Connie Leyva, 

Vieyra had 1,303 votes 
or 8.06 percent. Scott 
Heydenfeldt captured 
1,617 votes or 10.01 per-
cent. Christina Gagnier 
attracted 2,627 votes or 
16.26. There will be a 

or 15.95 percent,  4,799 
votes or 11.35 percent 
and 3,648 votes or 8.63 
percent, respectively. 

Despite his relatively 
strong showing in the 
primary, Chabot yet fac-
es an uphill battle in de-
feating the well financed 
Aguilar in November, 
given the district’s fa-
vorable lean toward the 
Democratic Party reg-
istration-wise. Overall 
totals this week showed 

53.15 percent to 46.85 
percent.

In San Bernardino 
County’s Assembly 
District 33, one Demo-
crat faced off against 
nine Republicans. The 
Democrat, John Coffey, 
led all of the others with 
7,988 of the 33,694 votes 
cast, or 23.71 percent. 
But Coffee will yet need 
to face the second place 

Laws, with 665 votes or 
1.97 percent. 

In the 40th Assembly 
District, which is very 
nearly evenly split be-
tween Republicans and 
Democrats in terms of 
numbers of registered 
voters, Rancho Cu-
camonga Councilman 
Marc Steinorth, the only 

pulled in 5,156 votes or 
48.78 percent to Demo-

who received 5,431 votes 
or 19.34 percent, which 
put her above Shan-
non O’Brien, with 4,913 
votes or 17.5 percent, 
Alfonzo Sanchez, with 
4,893 votes or 17.42 per-
cent and Sylvia Robles, 
with 3,430 or  12.21.

Recently elected State 
Senator Norma Torres 
was the top vote-getter 
to replace Gloria Ne-
grete-McLeod as Con-
gresswoman in the 35th 
Congressional District. 
Torres, a Democrat, 
trounced the others, all 
of whom are Democrats, 
with 10,614 votes, or 
65.68 percent. Anthony 

finisher, big Bear Mayor 
Jay Obernolte in Novem-
ber. Obernolte with 6,295 
votes or 18.68 percent, 
edged out Michelle Am-
brozic, who took third 
place with 5,755 votes or 
17.08 percent. Given the 
number of ballots yet to 
be counted, Ambrozic at 
press time had not con-
ceded defeat.  Others in 
the race were Rick Ro-
elle with 5,235 votes or 
15.54 percent; Bob 
Buhrle with 651 votes or 
1.93 percent;  Art Bishop 
with 4,674 votes or 13.87 
percent; Scott Markov-
ich with 782 votes or 
2.32 percent; Brett Sav-
age with 1,427 votes or 
4.24 percent; Robert 

Jay Obernolte

Pete Aguilar

John Coffey

Kathleen Henry

Chad Mayes

Karalee Hargrove

Republican on the ballot, 
captured first place with 
16,328 votes, or 53.73 
percent. He will face San 
Bernardino Community 
College Board Member 
Kathleen Henry in No-
vember. She captured 
5,197 votes or 17.1 per-
cent. Melissa O’Donnell 
carried 4,739 votes or 
15.6 percent, and Ar-

crat and Morongo Val-
ley School Board Mem-
ber  Karalee Hargrove’s 
3,208 votes or 30.35 
percent. Another Repub-
lican, Gary Jeandron, 
gobbled up 2,206 votes 
or 20.87 percent.

In the 20th State Sen-
ate District race, Repub-
lican Matthew Munson 
outpolled his four Dem-
ocratic competitors with 
9,415 votes or 33.53 per-
cent. Those four Demo-

run-off between Torres 
and Gagnier in Novem-
ber. 

In State Senate 16, 

which covers a por-
tion of San Bernardino 
County’s desert region 
and extends into Inyo 
and Kern counties, Jean 

Fuller, a Republican, ran 
unopposed and polled  
8,262 votes in San Ber-
nardino County.  Prior 
to that race, however, 
Ruth Musser-Lopez. a 
columnist for the Sen-

Mark Steinorth

Norma Torres

Matthew Munson

Connie Leyva

tinel,  qualified herself 
as a write-in candidate, 
and with the 38 votes 
she received she has now 
qualified to compete in 
the November run-off 
against Fuller. 

Christina Gagnier

Jean Fuller

Ruth Musser Lopez
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cials of the Town of Yuc-
ca Valley. While many 
actions taken by town 
officials have only mini-
mal impact on citizens 
as a whole, this one, re-
lating to the activities to 
be permitted next door 
to homes and residences, 
could directly impact the 
quality of life people can 
enjoy.

In many ways the Yuc-
ca Valley lifestyle is qui-
eter, more peaceful, less 

activities originating 
right next door to them.

Gun dealers and in-
dustrial users (indeed 
heavy industrial users 
with forklifts, cranes, 
and diesel trucking, that 
are not legally permit-
ted under Yucca Valley’s 
codes) are currently us-
ing a few selected homes 
for such business opera-
tions and proposals exist 
to expand those opera-
tions.

On occasion, the 
town’s code enforce-
ment division has been 

of business activity into 
their neighborhoods and 
those individuals who 
believe the community’s 
standards should indulge 
a few who want to per-
form gun sales, heavy 
product manufacturing, 
diesel trucking, and met-
al welding and fabrica-
tion on their residential 
compounds and also use 
public property to sup-
port such operations.

In response, town of-
ficials, led by Acting 
Town Manager Shane 
Stueckle, are seeking to 

cisco, CA)  Along with 
the revision is proposed 
a massive increase in the 
discretion of the bureau-
crats and commissioners 
of the Town to allow ac-
tivities that do not meet 
the standards adopted by 
the Town.

The Town’s planning 
commission and town 
council is holding hear-
ings which are now well 
attended with citizens 
promoting their view-
point about the desired 
character and identity of 
Yucca Valley.  The next 
hearing is on June 10, 
2014 6 PM at Town Hall.  
Your viewpoint may not 
matter unless you con-

about industrial uses in 
areas where vulnerable 
elderly and children re-
side? Do you want more 
stringent enforcement of 
the town’s zoning codes 
to prevent the prolifera-
tion of annoying com-
mercial or industrial 
activity in residential 
areas?

Whatever your view, 
it can count if you con-
tact Yucca Valley Town 
Council members at the 
following phone num-
bers and email address-
es:

Regarding Home Oc-
cupation Code Update 
and HOP 11-05 Permit:

Robert Lombardo, 
(760) 228-1733, rlombar-
do@yucca-valley.org;

George Huntington, 

(760) 365-4253, ghun-
tington@yucca-valley.
org;

Merle Able, (760)-
792-2090, mabel@yuc-
ca-valley.org,

Bob Leone, 760-369-
7207 x6, rleone@yucca-
valley.org,

Dawn Rowe, (760-
369-7207 x6, drowe@
yucca-valley.org

Town Hall

57090 Twentynine 
Palms Highway , Yucca 
Valley, CA 92284

760-369-7207 exten-
sion 226tribute your thoughts 

and feelings by mail or in 
person. The feedback the 
planning commission re-
ceives may have a bear-
ing on the non-binding 
recommendation it will 

dangerous, and slower 
paced than that of busy 
urbanized areas of Los 
Angeles or Orange coun-
ties.  At issue is whether 
the town should continue 
to protect people at home 
from the noise, commo-
tion, dangers, and visual 
display of daily business 

prompted to confront 
circumstances where 
illegal business activ-
ity is ongoing in resi-
dentially zoned areas of 
Yucca Valley. In recent 
months there has been 
some back-and-forth be-
tween residents seeking 
to prevent the intrusion 

liberalize the town’s code 
to permit such industrial 
and commercial activity 
in all the town’s home 
neighborhoods similar to 
communities who pride 
themselves on being “In-
dustrial City” California. 
(City of Bell, CA; Indus-
try, CA, South San Fran-

make to the city council.

How do you feel about 
this issue? Do you want 
to continue to conduct 
industrial type of ac-
tivities at your home, 
including welding and 
finished product con-
struction? Do you own, 
drive or operate heavy 
pieces of equipment 
exceeding the town’s 
current 10,000 pound 
weight limit which you 
want to be allowed legal-
ly to drive, park and op-
erate on public pavement 
and in your residential 
neighborhood? Do you 
want the town to liberal-
ize its codes so industrial 
activity can take place 
in residential areas? Or 
would you rather that the 
city maintain the zon-
ing standards and pro-
tections it now has? Do 
you have safety concerns 

Yucca Valley finds itself at a true crossroads as city officials are contemplating dispensing with portions of the town’s 
longstanding municipal code in favor of liberalizing zoning regulations to allow industrial operations to be legally lo-
cated within the town’s rustic and otherwise tranquil residential neighborhoods.

stump, voicing disap-
proval of the way the 
office was being run in 
public appearances pro-
moting his candidacy, he 
failed to make penetra-
tion with the county’s 
electorate through other 
means. He did not, for 
example, carry out a di-
rect mail campaign with 
high propensity voters, 
and his sign campaign, 
which in an innovative 
twist featured his first 
rather than his last name, 
was lackluster at best 
and did not cover the 
county’s 20,000 square 
mile expanse effectively. 

When reached by the 
Sentinel on Wednesday, 
Merritt was asked if he 
had spoken with Ra-
mos to congratulate him 

and offer him an olive 
branch. “I haven’t talked 
to him,” Merritt said.

Asked for his post 
mortem on the election, 
Merritt said, “The whole 

Merritt  from front 
page 

Fritz Koenig is a Yucca 
Valley landowner and 
resident.
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No Reliable Mea-
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Students 
from front page 

Can-Am Auto Salvage
Top Dollar Paid For Your Clunker!

Get a down payment on your new car by making a 
sensible and lucrative departure from your old one.

We operate in an environmentally responsible manner. 

1125 E California St, Ontario  (909) 917-3306  (909) 983-9695

school formed and went 
to work obtaining rescis-
sions of many of the sig-
natures on the petitions.

Those petitions called 
upon the district to sack 
the school’s principal, 
David Mobley, and sur-
render to the school’s 
parents authority in hir-
ing his successor, infuse 
in the new principal 
hiring authority for the 
school’s faculty, reduce 
class sizes and increase 
the number of school 
days and instructional 
hours, and include more 
science, history and art 
in the curriculum.

In February 2012, 
the school district, to 
whom the parent trig-
ger petitions had been 
entrusted, announced 
that it had validated the 
signatures of only 301 of 
the 466 signatures on the 
petitions and declared 
that the parent trigger 
petitions were thus 20 
signatures short of the 

321 needed. The Des-
ert Trails Parent Union, 
represented by Mark 
Holscher, a lawyer with 
the firm on retainer with 
Parent Revolution, Los 
Angeles-based Kirkland 
& Ellis, filed a petition 
for a writ of mandate 
and a complaint in Vic-
torville Superior Court 
seeking a court order 
that the district verify 
the signatures and allow 
the Parent Trigger pro-
cess to advance on be-
half of five of the mem-
bers of the parents union 
– Doreen Diaz, Kathy 
Duncan, Teresa Rog-
ers, Olivia Zamarripa 
and Bartola Del Villar. 
Holscher maintained that 
the district did not make 
an impartial tally of the 
signatures and “engaged 
in a systematic effort to 
invalidate the petitions.”

Judge Steve Malone, 
to whom the case was 
assigned, restored 97 of 
the signatures tossed out 
by the district. Malone 
ruled the district did not 
have the authority or a 
basis in law to discount 
signatures that propo-
nents gathered and he 
ordered the Adelanto El-

ementary School District 
to accept the petition as 
filed by the parent union.

The parent union 
modified its demand to 
having the school con-
verted to a charter acad-
emy offering an intensi-
fied curriculum. Delays 
prevented the school 
district from converting 
Desert Trails Elemen-
tary into a charter school 
at the initiation of the 
2012-13 academic year.

The Adelanto Ele-
mentary School District 
thus became the first dis-
trict in the state in which 
the “parent trigger” law 
had been successfully 
applied.  In the same 
time frame, the district’s 
superintendent, Darin 
Brawley, resigned.

At about the same 
time as Dr. Lily Matos 
DeBlieux was hired as 
superintendent in Janu-
ary 2013, the school 
board voted to accept 
LaVerne Preparatory 
Academy as the operator 
of Desert Trails Elemen-
tary School.

Under DeBlieux, who 
took the helm as super-
intendent in March 2013, 
the district achieved 

having Desert Trails 
converted to a charter 
school, although that 
transition resulted in 
hard feelings and contro-
versy, as well.

A central component 
in LaVerne Preparatory 
Academy’s approach 
consists in engaging par-
ents in their children’s 
educational process.  
That parent involvement 
had been consistently 
lacking at the school. 
Many of the parents and 
educators opposed to 
the takeover pointed out 
that a significant number 
of the students at Des-
ert Trails Elementary 
have parents whose first 
language is not English 
and nearly all of the in-
structional materials 
used by LaVerne Pre-
paratory are in English. 
Whereas 466 parents at 
the school signed the pe-
tition to move forward 
with the parent trigger 
process in late 2011 and 
January 2012, when the 
parents union held its 
election in October 2012 
to determine which of 
the charter schools that 
had submitted proposals 
should be chosen to edu-

cate their children, only 
53 parents participated 
in that vote.

With the first school 
year with LaVerne Per-
paratory Academy in 
place at Desert Trails, 
now known as Desert 
Trails Preparatory Acad-
emy, concluded, inqui-
ries have been made to 
determine whether the 
parent trigger effort at 
the school had a positive 
impact. 

Some parents of stu-
dents at the school were 
leery about having their 
children taken out of a 
traditional learning envi-
ronment, and roughly 22 
percent of them enrolled 
their sons or daughters 
in a different school in 
the district. Seventy-
eight percent of the stu-
dents who had been at 
the school remained, 
however, and it was the 
academic performance 
of those that educators, 
interested parents and 
others contemplating the 
future of the parent trig-
ger option want to exam-
ine. 

Unfortunately, a strict 
apple-to-apples compar-
ison of student perfor-

mance of those students 
is not possible. 

The California De-
partment of Education, 
which designates which 
tests are to be admin-
istered at schools and 
within districts up and 
down the state, this year 
abandoned its traditional 
California Standards 
Test in favor of the  new 
Common Core state stan-
dards testing regimen, 
the Smarter Balanced 
Summative Assessment 
developed by the North-
west Evaluation Asso-
ciation. In this way, re-
sults from the California 
Standards Test which 
were formerly used to 
derive Academic Per-
formance Index scores 
at each of the state’s 
schools and which would 
have provided a com-
mon baseline to measure 
possible improvement at 
Desert Trails Elemen-
tary School, were not 
available this year.  

While advocates of 
the parent trigger phe-
nomenon are naturally 
hopeful that the move-
ment will succeed, there 
are interest groups op-
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formed county chief 
executive officer Greg 
Devereaux that they are 
going to end their admin-

istration of the criminal 
defense conflict contract 
and return that responsi-
bility to the county.  The 
courts had for the last 
several years employed 
Craig Congdon as the 
contract administrator. 

According to Gary 
McBride, the county’s 
chief financial officer, 
the county offered to 
pick up Congdon’s con-
tract for the indigent 
defense conflict contract 
administration.

“Given the extended 
period of time that the 
courts have adminis-
tered these contracts for 
indigent defense, finance 
and administration has 
no staff with the needed 
experience to take on 

this task,” McBride said. 
“Further, hiring the cur-
rent contract adminis-
trator will allow for a 
smooth transition of the 
oversight from the courts 
to the county and will 
maintain the good work-

ing relationships with 
the affected judges.”

Congdon’s contract 
calls for a compensation 
package of $111,811 per 
year, consisting of a sal-
ary of $75,210 and ben-
efits of $36,601. 

posed to its success. 
Some education reform-
ers, in particular Parent 
Revolution, as well as 
Parent Revolution’s fi-
nancial backers such as 
the Gates Foundation 
and its service provid-
ers such as  Kirkland & 
Ellis, are anxious to see 
students brought under 
the wing of parent trig-
ger actions have their 
test scores improve. 

Others, however, such 
as some parents devoted 
to traditional education 
methodologies as well as 
the California Teachers 
Association, would pre-
fer to see statistics show-

ing such students did 
not achieve any greater 
academic success fol-
lowing the changes 
initiated by parent trig-
ger actions. Early on, a 
counter-parent trigger 
group formed in Adel-
anto, initially consisting 
of parents from Desert 
Trails Elementary who 
questioned whether the 
parents of poor-perform-
ing students in the dis-
trict had the education, 
understanding, intelli-
gence level, expertise or 
sophistication to take on 
the function, individu-
ally or collectively, of 
school administrators. In 
time, though, that group 
would find its indepen-
dence questioned, when 
it was demonstrated that 
it was being assisted by 
the California Teachers 
Association. 

Nevertheless, the be-

lief persisted among 
a contingent of Des-
ert Trails Elementary 
School parents that the 
parent trigger drama 
in the Adelanto School 
District was an un-
seemly spectacle, with 
agitators in the parent 
trigger movement seek-
ing to exploit large num-
bers of parents at Desert 
Trail Elementary School 
whose own educational 
shortcomings, including 
a lack of facility in the 
English language, con-
tributed to the poor aca-
demic performance of 
their own children. They 
resented the intrusion 
of outsiders into their 
neighborhood school, 
and asserted that those 
agitators had a wider and 
largely political agenda 
that was not consistent 
with their children’s best 
interest.

Ultimately, that 
counter-movement foun-
dered, when two of the 
leading advocates op-
posing the parent trigger 
implementation, then-
Adelanto Planning Com-
mission Chairwoman 
Lori Yuan and another 
parent, Chrissy Guzman, 
last year were faced with 
the resolution of the mat-
ter in favor of the Adel-
anto Desert Trails Parent 
Union and apparently 
overreacted  

Yuan and Guzman, 
who were both parent 
volunteers at Desert 
Trails and were thus giv-
en relatively unfettered 
access to the school’s 
classrooms, on June 25, 
2013, allegedly in a fit 
of disappointment and 
protest did $7,700 worth 
of damage to a Desert 
Trails classroom while 
they were disposing of 

old art supplies in the 
PTA meeting room at 
the school. Both were 
charged with felony van-
dalism and Yuan was 
removed from the plan-
ning commission.

This week, Yuan and 
Guzman appeared in 
court with Yuan’s at-
torney, Graham Donath. 
After a closed conference 
involving deputy dis-
trict attorney Joel Buck-
ingham and Donath in 
Judge Miriam Morton’s 
chambers, Guzman and  
were ordered to return 
for a preliminary hear-
ing on June 23 wwith 
regard to  PC 594(B)(1) 
charges, vandalism of 
$400 or more.

Frustration over the 
underperformance of 
instructors and students 
at the district and the 
interference of outside 
entities in the process ac-

companied by a less than 
coordinated response 
from state education of-
ficials has not been lim-
ited to solely to Yuan and 
Guzman. 

Indications that not all 
is well in the Adelanto 
Elementary District as 
well as at Desert Trails 
Elementary was given 
when DeBlieux abrupt-
ly announced in March 
that she will be leaving 
as superintendent at the 
end of the school year 
this month to become 
the superintendent of the 
Pendergast Elementary 
School District in Phoe-
nix.

Read the Sentinel
 on the 

worldwide web
www.sbsentinel.com
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

Coroner case #701404253 — On 6/2/2014 at about 8:15 pm, two-year-old Armando Rodriguez was at his home in the 11500 block of Barbet Road in Phelan with 
family when he was found unresponsive.  Paramedics responded and transported him to Desert Valley Hospital where he was pronounced dead at 8:23 PM.  The 
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department is investigating the incident.  [06032014 1300 JK]

Coroner case #701404229 — On 06/02/2014 at 0514 hours, the California Highway Patrol received reports of a traffic collision on Fort Irwin Road, outside of 
Fort Irwin. Fort Irwin Police Department and Fort Irwin Fire Department arrived on scene to find Dail Lee Keiper, Sr., a 62 year old male resident of Barstow, with 
fatal injuries and he was pronounced dead at 5:35AM on the scene. Fort Irwin Police Department is investigating the accident. [06022014 1500 JK]

Coroner Case #701404209 —  On 06/01/2014 at 1:58 am, Freddie Lee Bell, a 64 year old resident of San Bernardino, was pronounced dead at 2:09am in a resi-
dence located in the 1300 block of N. Sierra Way in the city of San Bernardino. The San Bernardino Police Department Homicide Division is investigating the 
incident. An autopsy is pending. [06012014 1740 JK]

Coroner Case #701404201 —  On 05/31/2014 at 10:46 pm, Mitchell Wayne Davis, a 23 year old resident of Rialto, was shot while standing on the southeast cor-
ner of Victoria Street and Rosalind Street in Rialto.  He was transported to Arrowhead Regional Medical Center where he was pronounced dead on 06/01/2014 at 
12:01AM.  The San Bernardino Police Department is investigating. [06012014 0620 CN]

Coroner Case #701404190 — On 05/31/2014, at 3:47 pm, San Bernardino Police Department (SBPD) responded to State Route 18, near mile marker 10, in San 
Bernardino, for a two vehicle traffic collision. James Thomas Warren, a 21 year old resident of Claremont, was the driver of a 2000 Hyundai that was southbound 
when he was struck by a 2003 Dodge SUV. San Bernardino Police Department personnel stated that the initial investigation indicated that Warren was declared 
dead at the scene by San Bernardino Fire Department personnel at 1603 hours. The San Bernardino Police Department Major Accident Investigation Team is inves-
tigating the incident. [05312014 2344 CN]

Coroner Case #701404152 — On 05/30/2014 at 11:49 am, a 911 call was received from a residence in the 2600 block of N. Mercedes Ave. in the city of San Ber-
nardino for a drowning. 4 year-old Highland resident Cameron Nunez had been playing in the residence's in-ground spa when his hand was caught in the uncovered 
spa filter. Nunez was transported to St. Bernardine Medical Center by emergency personnel and pronounced dead at 12:55 PM. The San Bernardino Police Depart-
ment is investigating this incident. [05302014 1641 SY]

Coroner Case #701404138 — On 05/29/2014 at 10:46 pm, Justin Tranter, a 23 year old resident of Adelanto, was traveling northbound on Interstate 15, approxi-
mately 1/2 mile north of Cleghorn Rd., when he lost control of his motorcycle and struck a tractor trailer.  He was pronounced dead at the scene.  The California 
Highway Patrol San Bernardino is investigating the collision. [05292014 0337 CN]

dependent expenditures 
to bring out his consid-
erable baggage, and that 
didn’t happen. No real 
negative case was made 
and I got whomped.”

Asked if he would run 

campaign was based on 
a certain assumption, 
which was that people 
who disliked Ramos 
were going to provide in-

if he had it to do over 
again, or if he know saw 
his candidacy as an exer-
cise in absurdity, Merritt 
said, “It was an interest-
ing experiment. I met a 
lot of very nice people. I 

had a good time, of sorts. 
I discovered you can’t do 
a pincer movement if 
you only have one claw.”

As to his future plans, 
Merritt said, “I’m not 
going to do or say any-

thing. I assume I will do 
identity theft [cases] here 
in Rancho [Cucamonga] 
until I die or Mike Ra-
mos leaves office, which 
theoretically won’t be for 
another four years.”

Asked if he was con-

cerned about what might 
be visited upon some 
of his office colleagues 
who had supported him 
in his campaign against 
their boss, Merritt said, 
“Retaliation would be 
an invitation for a civil 
suit on First Amendment 
grounds. I don’t see him 
[Ramos] doing that.” 

As to what had been 
accomplished by his 
running, Merritt said, “I 
would like to think we all 
learned something from 
this experience and we 
will be improved by it. 
I would hope we’ll work 
from here and move for-
ward.”

Merritt  from page 7 

Read all 
about the 

intrigue in the
San Bernardino 
County political 

scene at 
inlandpolitics.com 

on the 
worldwide web. 
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University.  He then 
taught lithic technology 
throughout Brazil on a 
second Fulbright schol-
arship and later took 
over master flintknapper 
Don Crabtree’s techno-
logical field school.

The “biface” or dou-
ble face technology 
is different than other 
technologies such as the 
prismatic core reduction 
technology used to pro-
duce the long obsidian 
blades found throughout 
Mesoamerica (prehis-
toric Mexico). There are 
thousands of flake stone 
reductions technologies 
that were used in North 
America, such as bipolar 
flaking and heat treat-
ment.  Flenniken looks 
at the waste flakes at an 
archaeological site and 
can decipher what type 
of technology was being 
used.

One type of waste 
flake that Flenniken 
looks for is that of the 
“channel” flake from the 
flute of a Clovis point.  
Clovis is a unique tech-
nology used only during 
a particular period of 
time, so it is a time sen-
sitive cultural marker.   
The Clovis points with a 
flute or channel down the 
middle of the face about 

front and rear claw ac-
tion that will overwhelm 
and disembowel their 
victims. 

Their basic diet con-
sists of rabbits, mice, 
squirrels, skunks, foxes, 
chipmunks, and birds 
but on occasion and 
particularly in the win-
ter bobcats will take on 
prey larger than they are 
such as deer. When near 
human habitations, they 
will feast on pigs, poul-
try, sheep, dogs and do-
mesticated cats.

Bobcats are territo-
rial and solitary, mark-
ing their territory with 
claw marks and urine. 
Bobcats are crepuscular, 
remaining on the move 
from three hours before 
sunset until about mid-
night, and then again 
from before dawn until 
three hours after sun-
rise. Each night a bobcat 

These carnivorous 
creatures are extremely 
aggressive with their 
prey, which they stealth-
ily hunt before springing 
forward to pounce and 
deliver death in a fury of 

will travel as far as seven 
miles along an estab-
lished route. During late 
fall and winter, Bobcats 
become slightly more ac-
tive in daylight hours in 
response to the activity 
of their prey.

The bobcat on aver-
age is the smallest mem-
ber of the Lynx genus 
and usually sports a tan 
to grayish-brown coat, 
with black streaks on 
the body and dark bars 
on the forelegs and tail 
and  black-tipped and 
pointed ears and off-
white colorization on 
the lips, chin, and un-
derparts. Desert bobcats 
have the lightest-colored 
coats and those in San 
Bernardino County’s 
mountainous forests are 
darker. Their eyes are 

the tail, averaging at 
roughly 32 inches. An 
adult stands about 12 to 
24 inches at the shoul-
ders. Adult males range 
in weight from 14 to 40 

documented as hav-
ing reached the age of 
16. The oldest bobcat 
in captivity reached the 
age of 32.  Bobcats be-
gin breeding by  their 
second summer. Mating 
generally occurs from 
winter until early spring, 
peaking in February and 
March. Bobcats remain 
reproductively active 
throughout their lives. 

The female gives birth 
in an enclosed space, 
usually a small cave or 
hollow log, after 60 to 70 
days of gestation, typi-
cally in April or May, to 
one to six offspring, each 
of which weighs from 
0.6 to 0.75 pounds.  Oc-

yellow. The cat is named 
for its tail, which appears 
to be bobbed. Muscular, 
a bobcat’s hind legs are 
longer than its front legs, 
giving it a bobbing gait.

Adult bobcats are 19 
to 50 inches long from 
the head to the base of 

pounds, with an aver-
age of 21 pounds; fe-
males  weigh in at 9 
to 34 pounds, with an 
average weight of 15 
pounds.  The bobcat’s 
growls and snarls are so 
sonorous and ferocious,  
they seem as if they are 
coming from a much 
larger animal. Though 
mountain lions are much 
larger than bobcats, bob-
cats are more aggressive 
fighters, and mountain 
lions have been known 
to back down from a 
fight with a bobcat.

These cats have sharp 
hearing and vision, a 
good sense of smell, and 
are excellent climbers 
and swimmers.

On those occasions 
where a bobcat kills 
large prey, after eating 
its fill it will cache the 
carcass under snow or 
leaves, returning to it 
several times to feed. 

Bobcats live to six or 
eight years of age. One 
bobcat in the wild was 

casionally a second litter 
is born as late as Septem-
ber. Kittens open their 
eyes by the ninth or tenth 
day. They start explor-
ing beyond their birth 
hovel at four weeks and 
are weaned at about two 
months. Within three to 
five months, they begin 
to travel with their moth-
er and begin foraging on 
their own by fall of their 
first year.

1/3 of the way up from 
the base, is an example 
of a technology that only 
existed in north America 
during a certain period 
of time and are associat-
ed with deposits 10,000 
to 13,000 years old.

“I looked in Russia 
and Siberia and others 
have also looked for evi-
dence of the fluted point 
in Europe and Asia but 
fluted points simply have 
not been found there.  
The Clovis point is an 
American invention and 
one must be skilled to 
replicate it” Flenniken 
said.

Clovis points are made 
out of quartzite, jasper, 
cherts, chalcedony and 
glassy obsidian, are long 
lanceolate in outline and 
without notches.  They 
are designed for use on a 
thrusting spear--a dead-
ly weapon, according to 
Flenniken.  He said that 
Paul S. Martin showed 
that Paleoindian hunters 
likely played a role in the 
extinction of large ice 
age mammals and by as-
sociation they probably 
used the Clovis point.

A particular form of 
projectile point called 
the Lake Mojave point 
is named after a place in 
San Bernardino County.  
Pleistocene Lake Mojave 
for which it is named, 
includes the area sur-

rounding Soda Lake, 
Baker and Zzyzx where 
the Bechtel Corporation 
currently proposes to 
install a massive solar 
plant threatening hun-
dreds of acres of pristine 
habitat. 

Lake Mojave points, 
first identified and de-
scribed in 1967 by Dr. 
Claude Warren of the 
University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, In outline, 
the Lake Mojave points 
looks very similar to 
the Gary Point and the 
San Bernardino “Ar-
rowhead” except that 
the stem at the bottom 
is much longer. War-
ren considered the Lake 
Mojave form are as old 
as the ancient 9,000 year 
old lake shoreline where 
they were found.  Flen-
niken stresses that just 
because you find a point 

at one site and it is dat-
ed at a certain age, you 
cannot automatically as-

total technological re-
duction assemblage that 
one must look at from a 

San Bernardino County 
is the Pinto Point. Ar-
chaeological materials 

The Pinto Point (left, courtesy http://escholarship.org/uc/
item/9vk9m2h8#page-6) is an atlatl dart sometimes associated with 8000 
year old deposits.  With its side notches, the Elko Point (left center, courtesy 
of http://www.lithicsnet.com/elkoeared.htm) associated with 4000 year old 
deposits has a shape similar to a classic form of an arrowhead, but it’s also 
an atlatl dart point.  The Desert Side Notch (center right, courtesy http://
www.petroglyphs.us/article_dating_coso_projectile_point_petroglyphs.
htm) is an arrowhead commonly found in the Mojave Desert dating after 
1500 years. Points that break at the weakened notch point can be reworked 
into thrusting spear points like the Cottonwood triangular on the right 
(courtesy ibid.) according to Flenniken.
sign that age to a point 
found elsewhere.  “It is 
not morphology, it’s the 

particular site,” he said.
Another very old 

point shape found in 

reported to be associated 
with that form indicates 

Continued on Page 12 

Glimpse: Arrow-
heads from page 3 
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California Style
Hot for Color 

By Grace Bernal
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iPhone.

It is getting hot in 
San Bernardino County 
and hair color is where 

it's at. This summer ex-
periment with color by 
brightening up your hair. 
Is it blond? Brunette, 
Red, Pink, Green, or 
somewhere in between? 

You can look stunningly 
bright  this season with 
the right hair color ex-
pert. Come get your col-
or bright on now by color 
guru Ceci Buenrostro at 
Divine Salon. She loves 
to experiment with col-

ors and has been doing it 
for over four years. Ceci 
will take it up a notch 
and  make you look like 
a new person with her 
color magic. She is up 
to date with all the sum-
mer colors and is ready 
to color your hair pretty 

this summer season. If 
you’re hot for color make 
your appointment by 
calling or visiting Divine 
Salon at  1520 N Moun-
tain Ave Ste A Ontario, 
CA. 91762 (909) 986-

3678 with Ceci Buen-
rostro. She is sure to get 
your summer off to a su-
per colorful start. Enjoy 
your hair color session 
with Ceci and have fun 
experimenting. 

"You know, I change 
my hair color a lot. I 
do all sorts of different 
things." -Kelly Lynch

that it was predominate 
around 7,000 years ago 
and persisted until about 
4,000 years ago.   These 
forms were named after 
the place that Archaeolo-
gists Elizabeth W. Croz-
er Campbell and Wil-
liam H. Campbell first 
found them in the Pinto 
Basin of Joshua Tree Na-
tional Park, just south 
of our county line.    A 
concave base rather than 
a protruding, long stem 
base, as seen on the Lake 
Mojave points, charac-
terizes the Pinto point.  
Flenniken explains that 
this difference is more of 
an indication of how the 
points were being hafted 
(tied on to the shaft) rath-

er than any indication of 
age or typological dis-
tinction. 

Flenniken says that 
percussion flaking was 
used for the initial pro-
duction and pressure 
flaking for the final prod-
uct. Individual flakes 
could be taken off of a 
biface core to turn into 
points using pressure 
flaking for the finish 
work.  The biface core 
could eventually become 
a projectile point as well.  
Biface cores were car-
ried about and a flake 
was taken off as needed 
to produce a projectile 
point or any other cut-
ting edge, knives, scrap-
ers, etc.

Another form called 
the Elko point is also 
found in the Mojave 
Desert.  They have an 

outline shape that looks 
very similar to a classic 
arrowhead but are actu-
ally dart points, so serve 
as a good example of 
why archaeologists use 
the all-encompassing 
term “projectile point” 
instead of “arrowhead.” 
Elko points are associ-
ated with archaeological 
deposits dating between 
4,000 and 1,500 years 
old, so they are thought 

Flenniken under-
stands the various tech-
nologies because he 
practices flintknapping 
himself.  He uses the 
same biface technology 
to make both classic and 
eccentric forms which 
you can view on his web-
site, AnachronisticArts.
com. 

Prior to the arrival of 
euro-American settlers 
when it became sym-
bolic of San Bernardino 
Valley, the Arrowhead 
landmark was and con-
tinues to be recognized 
by the Native Americans 
in their local folklore 
and legend.  The ar-
rowhead is said to have 
been given by the Great 
Spirit to point the way 
to the hot spring below 
with its healing quali-
ties. It is thus considered 
to be holy ground.  The 
intriguingly, romantic 
version of the legend 
of the Arrowhead was 
published in the June 
17, 1876 issue of the 
San Bernardino Weekly 
Times and can be found 
at the City of San Ber-
nardino’s website at 
http://www.ci.san-ber-
nardino.ca.us/about/his-
tory/the_arrowhead.asp.

Though many for-
est fires have blazed the 
area, the Arrowhead 
landmark has survived.  

-----------------
Upon occasion I have 

attempted to persuade 

the editor of the Sentinel 
to upgrade his newspa-
per’s logo to the use of 
the “Arrowhead” argu-
ing that its imagery is 
associated with historic 
defensive weaponry 
used by sentinels down 
through the ages in San 
Bernardino County and 
that the current logo, the 
“Minuteman,” has be-
come ideologically de-
based.

He typically resists 
saying that the county of 
San Bernardino already 
has laid claim to the Ar-
rowhead icon and that 
there may be copyright 
violation threats. 

I have now assisted 
him in jumping over this 
hurdle by producing an 
artistic rendering of the 
San Bernardino Arrow-
head of my own.  I did 
this by capturing a photo 

image of the Arrowhead, 
cutting it down the mid-
dle and taking the south-
east side and doubling it 
back over to make for a 
perfectly uniform out-
line on both sides of the 
image.  I then rotated the 
Arrowhead 180 degrees 
so that point is up and 
the base is on the bot-
tom, which is the proto-
col for displaying projec-
tile points in professional 
archaeological journals.  
Here it is:

Arrowheads from 
page 11 

From Jeff Flenniken’s 
website, Anachronisti-
cArts.com

to predate the bow and 
arrow.

Now Mark simply 
needs to think of a logo 
quip, like “UP in the 
SBC.”


