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Split Upland Council Votes To Give Burrtec ‘Perpetual’ Trash Franchise

A divided Upland
City Council this week
extended the terms of
the trash hauling fran-
chise the city has with
Burrtec Waste Indus-
tries to ensure that com-
pany will have an exclu-
sive contract to handle
refuse in the City of
Gracious Living at least
until 2026.

Burrtec has had the
trash hauling franchise

since 2001, following
the city’s last competi-
tive bidding process for
trash hauling services
the previous year. While
the original franchise
contract ran for a pe-
riod of three years, at
the direction of previous
mayor John Pomierski
then-city manager Robb
Quincy retrofitted it with
a seven-year “evergreen”
clause, which extends the

contract every year by
one year if notice is not
given by June 30. Upon
notice, the franchise is to
remain in place for seven
further years. Before this
week’s meeting, which
was held on Tuesday be-
cause of the Memorial
Day holiday, the fran-
chise was guaranteed to
last until July 30, 2021.
The action of the council
this week conferred the

franchise on Burrtec un-
til July 1, 2026.

In return for the con-
tract extension, Burrtec
will  provide  street
sweeping services and
medical waste pick-up.
The language of the
contract amendment ap-
proved Tuesday night
states, “The term shall
be for twelve years com-
mencing on the execu-
tion of the third amend-

ment. On July 1, 2019,
and annually thereafter,
the initial term will be
automatically extended
for one year so the re-
maining term of the
agreement shall always
be seven years, unless
either party notifies the
other in writing (the
“wind down notice”) be-
fore June 30 in any year
that it does not wish the
term to automati-See P 11

Ten Candidates In Crowded Mountain-Desert 33rd Assembly District Race

In the 33rd Assembly
District, which covers a
wide swath of San Ber-
nardino County’s desert
and mountain regions,
nine Republicans are
vying against a single
Democrat to succeed As-
sembly two-termer Tim
Donnelly. Donnelly, who
would have been eligible
to run once more for the
Assembly under Cali-
fornia’s term limit law,

Scott Markovich

opted to instead run for
governor this year.

Important Race Is For Second
Place in 40th Assembly Contest

Marc Steinorth

Given the party af-
filiations of the four
candidates in next Tues-
days contest in the 40th

Assembly District, the
interesting competition
appears to be that for
second place

Three Democrats and
a single Republican are
vying against one anoth-
er for the voters’ nod to
represent the geographi-
cally dispersed 40th,
which runs from Rancho
Cucamonga, and then
spans the narrow and
virtually  unpopulated
swath across the I-15
Freeway into gee p2

While the district’s
voter registration num-
bers heavily favor the
GOP, given the sheer
number of Republicans
in the race, it appears
likely that the Democrat,
John Coftey, will pull in
enough votes in the pri-
mary to gain a berth in
the November election
against the top Repub-
lican vote-getter. Under
California’s open pri-

mary arrangement, the
two candidates receiving
the most votes in the pri-
mary, regardless of party
affiliation, qualify for a
head-to-head contest in
November.

One of the earliest of
the candidates to declare
in the race was Scott
Markovich, a self-de-
scribed fiscal conserva-
tive and social progres-
sive who offers what he

says is a formula that
will restore the Republi-
can Party’s competitive
edge.

A lifelong resident
of the San Bernardino
Mountains, Markovich
has a general contractor’s
license and owns and
operates two companies,
Empire Home Builders,
a sole proprietorship,
and Red Rooster Devel-
opment, a cor- See P4

SEC Files To Revive Charges Metzler & City
Profited By 2008 SCLA Bond Offerings

VICTORVILLE—
The Securities and Ex-
change Commission has
reasserted  accusations
that the city of Victor-
ville and its assistant
city manager improperly
benefited from the sale
of municipal bonds in
2008.

In April 2013, the Se-
curities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) al-
leged that fraud was
committed by the city of
Victorville, the South-

Keith Metzler

ern California Logistics
Airport Authority and
Keith Metzler, who fills

the dual roles of assis-
tant city manager and
executive director of the
airport authority, when
misrepresentations were
allegedly made to the
purchasers of bonds, the
proceeds from which
were intended to as-
sist in the development
of Southern California
Logistics Airport, spe-
cifically with regard to
bonds issued in April
2008.

The airport See P9

Long Knives Out And Slashing In 31st Congressional District Race

The primary race in
the 31st Congressional
District has devolved
into the most intensive
exchange of personal at-
tacks of any of the cur-
rent political contests in
San Bernardino County,
with four of the seven
candidates taking part in
the mudfest.

Two years ago, the
Republicans used the
peculiar rules of Cali-
fornia’s open primary,

Lesli Gooch

which had once again
been reestablished in the
Golden State, to capture

the Congressional seat in
the 31st District despite
the Democrats eight per-
cent registration advan-
tage.

Of the district’s reg-
istered voters, 127,690
or 41 percent, are affili-
ated with the Democratic
Party. Registered Re-
publicans in the district
number 104,938, or 33.7
percent.

In 2012, two Republi-
cans, Congresman Gary

Miller and then-state sen-
ator Bob Dutton, ran, as
did four Democrats, Pete
Aguilar, Justin Kim, Re-
nea Wickman and Rita
Ramirez-Dean.  Under
California’s open prima-
ry arrangements, voters
can cross party lines and
vote for whichever can-
didate they choose and
are no longer restricted
to voting only for a can-
didate who identifies
him or herself with that

particular voter’s party
of registration. The No-
vember election is then
held between the two top
vote-getters, regardless
of political affiliation. In
the June 2012 Primary,
the first election held af-
ter the redistricting that
followed the 2010 Cen-
sus, the aforementioned
four Democrats — Agui-
lar, Kim, Ramirez-Dean,
and Wickman — sought
election, 35 Qoo P7

Deadline Fast
Approaching
In Yucca
Valley Water
Quality Crisis

YUCCA VALLEY—
The clock is ticking to-
ward a deadline, less
than two years away, by
which this desert town
of 20,700 must complete
the first phase of a large
scale wastewater treat-
ment system.

The imposition of that
deadline three years ago
was intended to avert a
growing water quality
crisis that will, if it is
not redressed, severely
impact all of the area’s
residents.

If the town, its resi-
dents and the local water
board do not collectively
act to fund and begin
building the sewer sys-
tem that will eliminate
Yucca Valley’s reliance
upon septic systems that
are now overwhelming
the area’s water table,
the state is threatening
action that could reduce
Yucca Valley to a ghost
town by 2022.

Yucca Valley, which
became the last of San
Bernardino County’s 24
municipalities to incor-
porate in 1991, is like-
wise the last remaining
city to function without
a sewer system.

Long a remote and
rustic desert area that
attracted those wishing
to remain well off the
beaten track, Yucca Val-
ley made its first lurch
toward urbanization in
the 1950s when Norman
J. Essig promoted it as
both a getaway to and
private residency for en-
tertainment celebrities.
He ventured capital to-
ward that end, acquiring
hundreds of acres, which
he improved with roads
around the region’s ma-
jor arterial, Highway 62,
also known as Twenty-
nine Palms Highway.

While attracting
movie stars as See P 6
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Protest Scares Morongo School Board Out
Of Giving Superintendent Anticipated Raise

JOSHUA  TREE—
Concerted and vigorous
opposition by members
of the public and a group
of teachers succeeded in
convincing the Morongo
Unified School District
Board of Education to
not confer a raise upon
district superintendent
Dr. Cecelia English last
week.

English has been with
the district for roughly a
year. An agenda item at
last week’s board meet-
ing proposed that she
and the district’s three
assistant superinten-
dents, Doug Weller, Tom
Baumgarten and David
Price, receive raises in
pay.

The board, however,

Cecilia English

was greeted by speaker
after speaker expressing
opposition to the raise
for English in particular,
given her relatively short
tenure in the post.

In March members of
the Morongo Teachers’
Association express the
opinion that English was
not bargaining in good
faith with them over sal-

ary issues.

A point of contention
last week was a clause
within the four proposed
contracts that granted
the superintendent and
assistant superinten-
dents raises that match
in terms of percentage
those negotiated by the
Morongo Teachers’ As-
sociation and the Cali-
fornia School Employees
Association.

The propriety of con-
ferring upon the dis-
trict’s administrators the
same employment terms
given to the district’s
personnel when those
administrators may be
involved in negotiating
the terms was called into
question.

Moreover, board
member Karalee Har-
grove expressed the
view that English had
been provided with a
substantial increase in
pay over what she had
been paid as the direc-
tor of academics at the
Newark School District
in Northern California,
where she was working
before being hired by
Morongo Valley Unified.
“We cannot afford to do
any more raises at this
point,” Hargrove said.

Board member Chris
Proudfoot sought to
avoid an immediate de-
cision on the raises, say-
ing the district needed
to make ‘“comparisons”
with what other similarly
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sized districts are paying
their personnel. The rest
of the board, however,
pressed forward, giv-
ing Weller, Baumgarten
and Price 5.77 percent
raises, raising Weller and
Baumgarten to $132,109
per year and Price to

$129,555 per year. Those
were approved on a
unanimous vote.

Only board member
Donna Munoz supported
giving English a raise,
and the motion to ap-
prove English’s pay in-
crease died on a 1-4 vote.

Second Place Inter-
esting Fight In 40th
District Race from

front page
the foothills of the San
Bernardino Mountains,

then down into a por-
tion of the city of San
Bernardino, and then
all or most of Redlands,
Highland, Loma Lin-
da and Grand Terrace.
Squaring off in the con-

test are Democrats Art
Bustamante, Kathleen
Marie Henry, Melissa
O’Donnell and Republi-
can Marc Steinorth.

At this point it is a
foregone conclusion that

Steinorth will garner the
most votes in next week’s
primary. There is only
nine-tenths of a percent
difference in the number
of registered Democrats
versus Republicans in

the district. It is a fair as-
sumption that Steinorth
will pull in most of the
Republican votes and
at least a portion of the
votes of those who have
declined to state a party
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affiliation. At the same
time, most of the Demo-
cratic votes are expected
to be divided among
O’Donnell, Henry and
Bustamonte. The winner
among those three - i.e.,
the second place finisher
overall — will then face
off against Steinorth in
November.

Kathleen Henry, a
current San Bernardino
Community College Dis-
trict Board Member, said
she is seeking election
to the Assembly to spur
economic growth in her

Kathleen Henry

district and throughout
the state by facilitating
“the sustainable growth
of small businesses” and
to improve the quality of
childhood education and
ensure high school grad-
uates have access to af-
fordable quality instruc-
tion at public universities
and colleges. Moreover,
Henry said, she wants to
dispense with divisive-
ness in politics and gov-
ernance.

She said her work as

Continued on Page 8
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By Ruth Musser-Lopez

May 30, 2014. Mem-
ories of loved ones who
put their lives on the line
or actually lost their lives
in the cause of Life, Lib-
erty and the Pursuit of
Happiness was my way
of spending my Memo-
rial Day...all while I was
at work—pursuing my
own happiness--doing
the work I love: that is,
recording Native Ameri-
can rock art.

I was working not ex-
actly in San Bernardino
County but near the
“Point” where California
(San Bernardino Coun-
ty), Nevada, and Arizona
come together, particu-
larly that area surround-
ing Needles, California;
Bullhead City, Arizona;
and Las Vegas/Laughlin,
Nevada. While every-
one else was watching
fire works explode from
casinos, I spent my day

in the hills with archae-
ologists of the Basin and
Range Heritage Con-
sultants on a mission to
document ancient ruins
that had been torn apart
by pothunters.

So what we found
on Memorial Day was
nothing short of remark-
able to me, better than
fireworks--a previously
unrecorded, intact, un-
disturbed rock art site.
And what was the art?
What did we see? A
depiction of a flock of
bighorn sheep pecked
into a flat, vertical rhyo-
lite cliff face, a art panel
raised high above eye
level, large enough for
all to see—as if it were
a celebration of the past,
like fireworks.  And
these were not just or-
dinary bighorn sheep
images, but the type of
stylistic line drawing in-
corporating a very dis-
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
What The Rocks Memorialize: Bighorn Rock Art in the Mojave Desert

tinguishable ovoid belly
that represents an iconic
motif indicative of very
old northern Mojave
Desert rock art.

So stylistic was this

panel of big horn sheep
art that I was tasked with
the job of rechecking
with the American Rock
Art Research Associa-
tion (ARARA) for up-

dates on their categories
of big horn sheep styles,
how old each style is and
if they could be linked
to any particular culture.
Kind of like a design on

The Memorial Day Panel — a flock of bighorn pecked into stone.

BOB

DUTTON
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A PROVEN LEADER

a dinner plate, archae-
ologists have found that
big horn sheep image
patterns on rock changed
through time and de-
pending upon the style
pattern or a repeated
iconic image perhaps
are symbolic for and can
be linked to a particular
cultural group.

By the way, coinci-

motifs that can be found
repeatedly in the Mojave
Desert.

Just west of San
Bernardino County, in
Ridgecrest, Alexan-

der K. “Sandy” Rogers
of the Maturango Mu-
seum synthesized and
integrated findings from
various sites associated
with Mojave Desert rock
art to estimate the initial
production ages of three
bighorn sheep rock art
style motifs. The sheep
rock art that he studied
was found in the Coso
Mountain Range, also
bordering near San Ber-
nardino County on the
northwest. He used ob-
sidian hydration dates,
xray florescence and
cation ratio data to de-
termine the ages. He
presented this taxonomic
chronology to the ARA-
RA in 2009.

Cation ratio dating is
a technique for dating
the natural patina or var-
nish that develops over
petroglyphs after they
are made. One of the
reasons why scientists
ask people not to touch
the rock art is because
of the oily deposits on
fingers that could leave
deposits, causing dete-
rioration of the art and
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Over the past four decades as a veteran, business owner, and
representative, Senator Bob Dutton has always taken a

commonsense approach to problem solving.

Following his military service, Dutton relocated his real estate firm
to San Bernardino County and has been there ever since.
Throughout his career in the Inland Empire, Dutton has displayed

the ultimate commitment to the community, providing jobs for
residents, volunteering for countless organizations, and protecting
taxpayers. Now Bob Dutton is looking to continue his service as the
next San Bernardino County Assessor/Recorder. He will use his
passion for our community and knowledge of both real estate and
public policy to protect property owners, residents, and businesses.
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dentally, the ARARA
will be meeting in
Laughlin for their annu-
al meeting on Memorial
Day weekend next year,
2015 at which time they
tentatively plan to visit
San Bernardino County
rock art sites.

Since I am a mem-
ber of ARARA, I have
been following some
of the attempts to clas-
sify rock art styles by
age and cultural affilia-
tion. There are actually
several types of iconic
stylistic big horn sheep

preventing the research-
er from extracting reli-
able data from it.

The three different
Mojave Desert bighorn
sheep motifs that Rog-
ers studied can be seen
in his “Table 2” above
“Taxonomy for bighorn
sheep images.” Strong
evidence exists that
these motifs are associ-
ated with ancient ances-
tral Puebloan, Fremont
and related early Uto-
Aztecan speaking peo-

Continued on Page 11
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Crowded 33rd to be balance so we don’t
Assembly District overregulate. There has
Race from front to be more pragmatic
page thinking about laws.”

poration that specializes
in building spec homes.
He is a member of the

Rim of the World School
Board.
Markovich said a

primary impetus in his
candidacy is his desire
to limit the influence of
special interests.

“Because of my con-
tracting  background,”
he said, “I understand
what it is like to be taken
advantage of by local
or state or federal man-
dates. Government has
infringed upon our abil-
ity to live freely as we
choose, and government
too often interferes with
our ability to enjoy our
lives. The United States
came about to establish
and protect our sovereign
rights as citizens and in-
dividuals. Somehow our
political leaders and rul-
ers have lost focus on
that. Most of the elected
leadership in Sacramen-
to are serving special in-
terests and corporations
rather than working at
enhancing our freedoms
and building the infra-
structure of a society in
which we can have busi-
nesses that succeed so
we can have nice homes
and the freedom to travel
and do things that better
our lives and the lives of
our families and every-
one around us. We have
lost focus on the real rea-
sons we elect officials to
represent us.”

Government, which
should facilitate pro-
viding resources to its
people, Markovich said,
is perversely serving to
obstruct citizens from
obtaining the resources
they need.

“As a contractor, I
have always known how
to go to get a permit,
pass the inspections, do
a project on a budget,
complete the project,
achieve the goal. | know
what mandates are and
how they hurt us,” he
said.

Markovich said he is
not blindly opposed to
regulation. He said he
understands the neces-
sity for order and the im-
position of standards.

“There are things we
do need to regulate,” he
said. “I believe there has

He cited AB32, which
is aimed at regulating
exhaust emissions on
commercial equipment,
as an example of coun-
terproductive regulation.

“My perspective is
based upon my interac-
tion with the truck driv-
ers I deal with who deliv-
er rock, gravel, and sand
to the construction sites |
work,” he said. “The law
was supposedly aimed at
huge operations, cement
factories, other factories
with smokestacks. Now
those mandates are being
applied to small vehicles
and it is costing small
operators upwards of
$25,000 to comply with
regulations and with su-
perficial standards that
have no helpful effect in
terms of the environment
or controlling pollution
or any of the good things
that were intended in the
legislation. The trucks
and the truck drivers
were not the problem.
Regulations have their
role, but when all parties
are not represented then
they become mandates
that inhibit the economy.
The proper balance on
this can only come from
candidates who have
been part of the middle
class that have been sub-
ject to these misguided
laws. We should not be
throwing everyone into
the same category.”

Markovich cited
Thomas Jefferson as
the ideal politician who
was able to adhere to his
principles while compro-
mising with philosophi-
cal adversaries to permit
progress. “Thomas Jef-
ferson’s contemporaries
said that he was the
most pragmatic politi-
cian of his time,” Mar-
kovich said. “There are
politicians and there are
statesmen. Statesmen go
beyond entrenched parti-
sanship and work for the
common good and pro-
mote people rather than
ideology. My goal is to
not become a politician
and instead try to be a
statesman.”

An example of regu-
lation that is proper,
Markovich said, is the
modulation of land use
policy. “I am a contrac-
tor, so most people think

San Bernardino County Sentinel

I am pro-development,”
he said. Nevertheless, he
said, “When your devel-
opment has significant
impact on the environ-
ment and sanitation and
the health and wellbeing
of the community, these
things have to be thought
through to see if they are
fundamentally environ-
mentally and economi-
cally sound. [A develop-
ment project] might be
good for the proponents
and have some short
term economic good for
the community, but ..we
could all end up paying a
huge price if we just let
the developers have their
way.”

Markovich said he be-
lieves he is distinguished
from the other eight can-
didates by his “conserva-
tism on fiscal policy and
opposition to things that
are regressive and do
not expand the economy,
and by my acceptance
of freedom of choice on
social issues. I am not
against gay rights and I
do not oppose a woman’s
right to choose. I have
personal values and eth-
ics that I hold dear and
there are things other
people do that I would
never engage in, but I do
not feel it is my place or
the place of government
to infringe on people’s
civil liberties and rights.
In my life, early in our
marriage when my wife
became pregnant and

then pregnant again, we
were concerned about
our careers and the bur-
den of having children
at that age. The right
choice, we felt, was to
choose life. We made the
choice to have children.
That was our decision.
It was not dictated to us.
There are things about
other people’s lifestyles
that I do not understand.
But it is their right to
choose for themselves.
By putting restrictions
on freedom into the law,
it is counterproductive. I
believe you should give
people the freedom to
make their own deci-
sions.”

Markovich said his
attitude extends to all
Constitutional ~ Rights,
including those guar-
anteed by the Second
Amendment.

“Instead of going af-
ter guns and ammunition
and the people who have
them, I think the govern-
ment should work to en-
sure that there is respon-
sible gun ownership,” he
said. “If gun owners are
reasonable and responsi-
ble citizens, they should
have the right to possess
guns. There is a respon-
sibility that goes with
that. We need laws to
keep us all accountable
with respect to the exer-
cising of those rights and
gun use. Guns allow us
to protect ourselves until
the government comes.

LOOK FOR OUR NEW WEBSITE

DELIVERY HOURS

Friday & Saturday:
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11:00AM -

12:00AM

Gun rights should stay as
part of our lives and our
country.”

The lone Democrat
in the race, John Coffey,
was his party’s standard
He is

bearer in 2012.

John Coffey

again seeking election to
California’s lower legis-
lative house represent-
ing the 33rd Assembly
District because, he said,
“this area has been with-
out legitimate represen-
tation since 2010.”

Coffey asserted his
belief that the Republi-
can domination of the
district has done it no
good, given the near su-
permajority the Demo-
crats have had in the
legislature over the last
several years.

At 68 years old, Cof-
fey said his life experi-
ence dwarfs that of most
of the other candidates.
He said he will “make
sure that school districts
stay on top of the entitle-
ment of free and reduced
lunches and I will expe-
dite food stamp applica-
tions for households with

Page 4

minor children.”

Coffey said he more
than any of the other
candidates in the race is
committed to maintain-
ing the district’s ecologi-
cal integrity.

“After 28 years of
do-nothing hearings, it
is time for the EPA [En-
vironmental Protection
Agency] to declare Hin-
kley a Superfund site.
Barstow must also begin
to deal with its perchlo-
rate issues more effec-
tively with the state’s
help to avoid another wa-
ter shutdown. In Cadiz
the aquifer should only
be used as an asset to
protect and support en-
vironmentally  sensible
development and en-
dangered species habitat
conservation.”

He continued, “The
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment is in the middle of a
land grab for private de-
velopers in the Silurian
Valley. They must cease.
The Silurian Valley is
a national park quality
park wilderness area that
bridges the transition
from Death Valley to the
Mojave preserve.”

Big Bear Mayor Jay
Obernolte is the most
economically  enabled
of the candidates in the
33rd District race, hav-
ing received $229,919.15
in donations alone from
Charles Munger, Jr’s

Continued on Page 5
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Nine Competing
In 33rd Assembly
District Racet from

page 4

Spirit of Democracy po-
litical action committee.

Obernolte’s primary
message is that the state

Jay Obernolte

of California is stagger-
ing under the overregu-
lation of business and
he is determined to right
the state’s overregulated
business climate.

“If we solve the eco-
nomic problems, a lot of
the other difficulties will
be eliminated,” he said.

Turning to the chal-
lenges to the state be-
yond the limited con-
fines of the 33rd District,
Obernolte said the major
focus, “on the state lev-
el, should be preserving
Proposition 13. I am ap-
palled there have been
recent attempts to chip
away at the taxpayer
protection  provisions
of Proposition 13. I find
particularly galling the
way we are attempting

A gnl."

620 ARROW HWY. LA VERNE, CA

909-599-4262

www.wfconstruction.com

to modify Proposition
13 to increase the tax on
business property. We
are sending a message
to businesses that they
are no longer welcome in
California. What [ would
like us to do is stand firm
and protect Proposition
13

Proposition 13 was an
amendment of the Con-
stitution of California
passed by voters and en-
acted in 1978 that de-
creased property taxes
by assessing property
values at their 1975 val-
ue and restricting annual
increases of assessed
value of real property to
an inflation factor, not
to exceed 2 percent per

year.
“I have by far the most
business  experience,”

Obernolte, who owns a
computer game manu-
facturing concern, said.
“I am in the best position
to fight against the over-
regulation of business
that is stifling the econo-
my of our state. We need
people in Sacramento
who know what it is
like to shepherd a busi-
ness thorough upturns
and downturns. We need
them to understand how
stifling the business cli-
mate is in California. We
need lawmakers who un-
derstand that businesses
face a lot of issues.”
Michelle  Ambrozic
is a Republican health
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insurance broker who
has railed against Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s
Affordable Health Care
Act, maintaining hospi-
tals are going bankrupt
because, “Seven out of
ten people are unable to
pay for health care in-

Michelle Ambrozic

surance or are now los-
ing the health care in-
surance they had before
Obamacare was put into

place.”
Ambrozic said that
“Doctors are increas-

ingly reluctant to accept
new Medicare patients at
the same time that thou-
sands and thousands of
low income Medicare pa-
tients are coming along.
They are not willing to
accept new Medicare
and Medi-Cal patients
because they are not be-
ing paid adequately. It is
not financially feasible
for them to accept these
new patients. We need
to get money to expand
Medicare and Medi-Cal.
We need to make sure
our state medical reim-
bursement rates are what

they should be. We need
to set up a program so
that if after graduating
from medical school and
being licensed, primary
care physicians can com-
mit to a rural area for up
to six years and have
their medical school debt
forgiven. This is already
being done in several
other states.”

Ambrozic said she
wants to divert money
that has been appropri-
ated to the California
Dream Act, which she
said “is utilizing tax-
payer money to further
the education of illegal
aliens and people who
are not citizens of our
state” and use it to fund
medical student educa-
tion.

Her campaign is be-
ing spearheaded by Don-
nelly’s former chief of
staff, Gregg Imus, who
has represented Am-
brozic as a “gun-toting
mother of three.”

Robert Larivee is run-
ning, he said. because “I
feel our government has
separated itself from the
people. It is time to re-
build our nation from the
ground up.”

Identifying a major is-
sue facing both the 33rd
District and the southern
portion of the state as en-
suring the availability of
water, Larivee said, “My
solution for the sustain-
ability of the water sup-
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ply is to first deal with
the drought and educate
the public in more de-
tail on how to conserve
water. We have been
depleting our aquifers
since the 1960s.” Beyond
conservation and the in-
stallation of water sav-
ing devices, Larivee said

Robert Larivee

the state water authority
needs “to figure out a
comprehensive plan to
deal with water issues
across the state. We basi-
cally need to open up the
pump at the delta.”

Larivee said the state
can protect the delta by
augmenting its water
with resources drawn
from elsewhere.

“I think there are less
expensive options to get
water to where we need
it,” he said. “We could
bring water from various
places and release it into
aqueducts. We should
have pipelines not built
by a single contractor
but multiple contractors
that would be competi-
tively bid, all the way
down from Canada or
Alaska. If we can build
an oil pipeline be can
build one for water. If it
is a pipeline there will
be no evaporation since
it is a closed system. We
should start the pipeline
in spots where there is a
major surplus of water.
We should reach outside
the state to Oregon or
Washington or wherever
we have water north of
us and can bring it down.
It is less expensive to
maintain a pipe system
than an aqueduct.”

Larivee identified
“safety and education”
as two other major issues
facing the district and
the state.

“I know a little bit
about all of the issues
and a lot about some of
them,” Larivee said. “I
know where to find the
answers.”

Retired San Bernardi-
no County fire captain
Bob Buhrle said he is
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running for assembly-
man in the 33rd As-
sembly District because
“I believe I can use my
more than 20 years’ ex-
perience in various elect-
ed positions to be of ben-
efit in helping straighten
up California.”

Buhrle has been on
the board of directors at
the Big Bear Municipal
Water District, a board
member of the High
Desert Medical Center,
a board member of the
Lake Gregory/Crest For-
est County Water Dis-
trict, a member of the
Arrowhead Lake Asso-
ciation Board of Direc-
tors, a board member of
the Big Bear City Com-
munity Service District,
which oversaw the bud-
get and management of
municipal sanitation,
water, fire safety and re-
fuse disposal services, a
member of the board of

Bob Buhrle

trustees for the Rim of
the World Unified School
District, and a member
of the San Bernardino
County Regional Parks
Advisory Board.

Buhrle said “We need
solutions” and that part
of the cure is “having
small businesses create
new jobs. This can be
done if we work together

Continued on Page 11
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collective will to pave
Yucca Vz.llley Wa any roads other than the
ter Quality Crisis  (own’s main thorough-
Jfrom front page fares and many town

well as recording and
visual artists was only
marginally  successful,
the improvements did
succeed in luring oth-
ers by virtue of the rela-
tively inexpensive land
prices, and Yucca Valley
grew sporadically over
the years, appealing to
the independent minded
and lovers of the remote
desert beauty. As early
as 1973, when the area’s
population was hovering
below 5,000, there was a
push to outfit the core of
Yucca Valley with a ru-
dimentary sewer system,
one that would extend
only to the town’s mod-
est commercial area and
the relatively sparse resi-
dential  neighborhoods
that surrounded it. But
a water treatment facil-
ity and skeleton sewer
system to which future
developments could con-
nect carried a price tag of
roughly $10 million, well
beyond the tiny commu-
nity’s fiscal means at that
time.

After the town’s No-
vember 1991 incorpo-
ration, civic officials
continued to reflect and
embody the values of
their constituents, who
eschewed big govern-
ment and excessive
regulation and put a pre-
mium on maintaining
the town’s rural char-
acter. There was little

streets remain  dusty
trails to this day. A mod-
ern, urban sewer system
has been an imperative to
few locals. At the same
time, the town council
has been accommodat-
ing of most developers
who expressed an inter-
est in Yucca Valley, and
over the first 20 years
of the town’s history as
an incorporated entity,
gave builders what has
essentially been carte
blanche to build aggres-
sively without incorpo-
rating urban land use
standards.

Thus, the septic sys-
tems that had prolifer-
ated in Yucca Valley
for three-quarters of a
century remained the ac-
coutrement of homes and
businesses built within
the 40 square mile city
limits.

Ten years after incor-
poration Yucca Valley’s
officials were notified
by the state’s Regional
Water Quality Control
Board that the lack of a
sewage treatment sys-
tem had resulted in ni-
trates accumulating in
the water table. Simul-
taneously, the Hi-Desert
Water District, which
serves the Yucca Valley
community, experienced
nitrate traces in district
wells.

Local officialdom did
not respond with alacri-
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ty. Rather, some feigned
outrage that the state felt
it necessary to involve
itself in what many per-
ceived as a local issue.
As a good number of
those who had moved to
Yucca Valley were se-
nior citizens and retirees
living on fixed incomes
who had been attracted
to the area by cheap
land, they were alarmed
by the concept of hav-
ing to defray the cost
for the installation of a
sewer system. They were
heartened and to a cer-
tain extent lulled into a
state of complacency by
their political leadership,
which asserted the town
would not fall victim to
overreaching regulation
imposed on it by Sacra-
mento. Thus, the water
table contamination is-
sue was kicked down the
road.

In the early 2000s,
monitoring carried out
by the California Re-
gional Water Quality
Control Board and the
United States Geologi-
cal Survey demonstrated
that residues left in the
ground that seep into the
aquifer had increased
to levels that presaged
health threats if the mat-
ter was not addressed.
Those contaminants
included nitrates and
other pollutants includ-
ing pharmaceuticals and
salts.

Historic pumping in-
creases from the 1940s
to 1995 resulted in the

water levels dropping
faster than the nitrates
from septic systems

seeped downward. Thus,
for years Yucca Val-
ley was able to avoid
the consequences of the
contamination accumu-
lating in the local soil.
Eventually, however, as
the water table dropped
lower and lower as a re-
sult of greater utilization
combined with limited
recharge from rainfall,
the water district began
importation of state aq-
ueduct water into Yuc-
ca Valley. Completion
of the Morongo Basin
Pipeline project and the
accompanying comple-
tion and activation of
recharge basins in Yucca
Valley allowed the Hi-
Desert Water District to
begin percolating water
into the aquifer and the
water table began to rise.
That water came in con-
tact with the high levels
of nitrates left over from
decades of septic dis-
charge and the nitrates
found their way into
some of the Hi-Desert
Water District’s wells.
Notice of the contamina-
tion triggered a scaling
back of the Hi-Desert
Water District’s recharge
efforts, and the goal of
reestablishing the Yucca
Valley water table to the
natural level present in
the 1940s has not been
achieved.

The imported water
has actually diluted the
nitrates so water tests

now show nitrate lev-
els below the maximum
contaminant level al-
lowed by the state and
the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

In the meantime, the
discharge of septic waste
continues and the United
States Geological Survey
determined that nitrates
accumulating  beneath
Yucca Valley are present
in ever increasing con-
centrations and at depths
that pose a threat to the
groundwater, including a
calculation that 880 acre-
feet of septic discharge
currently reaches the
groundwater every year.

In 2007, the Cali-
fornia Regional Water
Quality Control Board,
the state agency respon-
sible for protecting wa-
ter quality, adopted a
resolution  identifying
the town of Yucca Val-
ley as one of 66 com-
munities throughout the
state with groundwater
threatened by the con-
tinuing overuse of sep-
tic systems. The board
further declared Yucca
Valley as a top priority
for eliminating the use
of septic systems, mean-
ing Yucca Valley’s is one
of the five most seriously
threatened significantly-
sized water supplies in
the state.

Nevertheless, local
officials resisted taking
immediate action, as
they lacked the financial
wherewithal to under-
take the construction of
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a sewer system. Nor did
the city have the will
to impose any kind of
building or development
moratorium that would
stabilize the problem.
For a while, town and
the water district offi-
cials were able to delay
the imposition of state
mandates by forging a
memorandum of agree-
ment with the Regional
Water Quality Control
Board and the Hi-Desert
Water District to allow
interim permits for new
septic  systems  while
planning for a wastewa-
ter system proceeded.
But they could not sus-
pend the consequences

indefinitely.
By 2010, Yucca Val-
ley’s population had

zoomed to 20,700, an
increase of 3,835 or 22.7
percent over the 16,865
town residents counted
in the 2000 Census.

In 2011, the town was
firmly informed that it
had only five years to
take a definitive step to-
ward water quality com-
pliance.

The Regional Water
Quality Control Board
has imposed three pro-
gressive phases of septic
discharge  prohibitions
on Yucca Valley. Under
the state mandate, phase
1 of a wastewater system
must be completed or
significantly on its way
to completion by May
19, 2016 or enforcement
action will be initiated.
The first phase of the
project is to cover the
downtown area of Yuc-
ca Valley, the area most
proximate to the heart of
the groundwater basin.
Similarly, phase 2 must
be completed or nearly
completed by May 19,
2019 and phase 3 must
be completed by May 19,
2022. The last two phas-
es lie further out where
future concentrated de-
velopment is most likely
to occur.

Eleven months ago,
the State Water Resourc-
es Control Board’s sub-
executive director, Jose
Angel, told those gath-
ered at the community
center the state will be
methodical and thorough
in enforcing the prohibi-
tion, holding the town to
account to complete each
phase of the project by

Continued on Page 9
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Candidates In 31st and Democratic Party

District Making activist Eloise Gomez-
Reyes and San Bernardi-

Race A Real Mud- no City Unified School

fest from front District Board Member

page Danny Tillman. For a

did incumbent 41st Dis-
trict Republican Con-
gressman Gary Miller

Pete Aguilar

and another Republican,
Bob Dutton. Despite the
seven percent Demo-
cratic voter registration
advantage in the 3lst,
simple mathematics
hurt the Democrats as
their vote was divided
four ways, while the Re-
publican vote was split
two ways. Dutton and
Miller proved to be the
two top vote-getters and
under California’s open
primary  arrangement,
the Democrats who ran
third, fourth, fifth and
sixth in the June race
were shut out and the
November general elec-
tion came down to a race
between  Republicans
Miller and Dutton. Mill-
er prevailed in that race.

Miller in February
announced his decision
to retire at the end of
his current term, throw-
ing this year’s race wide
open. Again four Dem-
ocrats came forward
to run - Aguilar, who
was the top vote-getter
among Democrats in
2012 as well as former
Congresman Joe Baca,
Colton-based  attorney

time it appeared that
the Republicans might
repeat the scenario they
used in 2012 to capture
the seat in the Democrat-
ic leaning district when
two members of the GOP
- Lesli Gooch, who had
worked on Miller’s staff,
and local anti-drug use
crusader Paul Chabot
qualified their candi-
dacies.  Subsequently,
however, another Re-

Paul Chabot

publican, Ryan Downing
of Whittier, got in the
race. Though Downing
resides outside the 3lst
District, he is eligible to
run there because under
the rules of Congress,
a member need not live
within the district he or
she represents and must
merely reside within the
state where the district is

located.
Of the seven can-
didates in the race,

Downing is the least
well-funded and some
members of the Party of
Lincoln remain hopeful
that Chabot and Gooch
will lose only a minimal
number of Republican
votes to Downing and
will still be able to out-
poll all four Democrats
to make the November
race in the 31st an all Re-
publican affair.
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Remarkably, first
Chabot and then Gooch,
following Chabot’s lead,
appeared committed to
reducing that possibility.

Using emails early on,
Chabot tore into Gooch,
criticizing her as a car-
petbagger in emails that

Eloise Gomez-Reyes

accused her of being a
resident of Alexandria,
Virginia and reregister-
ing in the 3l1st District
just a day before she de-
clared her candidacy.
Despite that com-
plaint, the San Bernardi-
no County Republican
Central Committee en-
dorsed Gooch, which
aggravated Chabot. He
and his strategist, John
Thomas, sought to un-
dercut Gooch where it
would hurt her most,
sending letters to her
supporters and donors
in an attempt to cut her
off from the mother’s
milk of all politics, fund-
ing to run her campaign.
Chabot personally called
upon Gooch to withdraw
from the race and then
attacked her on the ba-
sis that she is, or at least
was, a lobbyist based
in the nation’s capital
whose first loyalty was
to her clients and not the
constituents in the 3lst
District.  Letters were
then sent out to Gooch’s
political donors, which
celebrated that Gooch
had as a client a non-
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profit low income hous-
ing foundation created
by Jeff Burum, a Rancho
Cucamonga-based  de-
veloper who has been in-
dicted in a case pertain-
ing to alleged payoffs
to county officials that
resulted in the county
making a $102 million
settlement payout to end
litigation brought against
the county by another of
Burum’s companies. Bu-
rum has not gone to trial
on that matter and con-
tinues to assert his inno-

cence.
“Voters should be
appalled and disap-

Joe Basca

pointed to discover that
Leslie (sic) Gooch has
not only been dishonest
about hiding her past as
a lobbyist, but she has
represented indicted in-
dividuals in our region’s
biggest political corrup-
tion scandal,” Thomas
said in the letter.

The Gooch cam-
paign’s initial responses
to Chabot’s attacks were
relatively mild and low
key, with Gooch cam-
paign spokesman say-
ing merely that Chabot
had become “unhinged”
over the central commit-
tee endorsement going
to Gooch. Subsequent-
ly, however, the Gooch
campaign sent out a
mailer to high propen-
sity Republican voters in
which Chabot was lam-
basted as a “failed lobby-
ist” who was “a political
bureaucrat for Bill Clin-
ton.” The mailer went
on to accuse Chabot of
misrepresentations and
misuse of governmental
grant money utilized by
his non-profit foundation
“Partnership For A Drug
Free California.”

“Paul Chabot pock-
eted nearly $lmillion
of taxpayer money fun-
neled through non-prof-
its on failed government
programs and govern-
ment salaries. We can’t
afford Paul Chabot’s
costly decisions,” the

mailer states, further
tagging Chabot with “A
history of reckless deci-
sions costing taxpayers
millions.”

On the Democratic
side, the two most finan-
cially enabled candidates
appeared, like their Re-
publican  counterparts,

Danny Tillman

to be intent upon carry-
ing the campaign against
members of their own
party.

In one of the first
Democrat-trashing-
Democrat mailers in this
year’s 31st District race,
Gomez Reyes took aim|
at Aguilar. “Some career
politicians always have
their hand out for money
and perks,” the front of
the mailer states. “Pete
Aguilar is one of them,”
it states on the flip side.
The mailer goes on to
accuse Aguilar of “using
his position to make per-
sonal profit,” of engaging
in “pay-to-play schemes
to raise campaign cash”
and of “taking thousands
[of dollars] in taxpayer-
funded perks.”

Aguilar, who has
been provided with over
$1 million in donations
coming largely from
Democratic donors be-
yond San Bernardino
County, fired his first
salvo at Baca, excori-
ating him for what he
claimed was Baca’s
lack of action in work-
ing to mitigate pollution
while he was previously
a member of Congress.
“San Bernardino County|
has the worst smog pol-
lution in the county,” the
mailer targeting Baca
from Aguilar stated.
“So what did Joe Baca
do?” the mailer asks,
going on to answer, that
he “opposed laws” that
would have redressed
the air and water pollu-
tion problem. “Joe Baca
voted repeatedly against
laws to protect our air
and water.”

Baca also found him-
self as the focus of a
mailer put out by Go-
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mez Reyes, though he
was lumped together
with Aguilar, Gooch and
Chabot in that piece of
electioneering material.
On the front page of the
mailer, Chabot, Agu-
ilera, Baca and Gooch
are depicted in what
appears to be a photo-
shopped image sitting
at a table. Bearing the
header “Four lobbyists?”
the mailer states, “They
put themselves and their
special interest friends
first. Not you.” At the
bottom of the page, it
reads, “You have a better
choice,” accompanied

Ryan Downing

by arrows to prompt the
reader to open the mailer
and view a photo of Go-
mez Reyes.

Not to be outdone,
Aguilar hit back with an
attack ad vectored at Go-
mez-Reyes, zeroing in
on her tax delinquencies.
The hit piece bears the
Headline “Eloise Gomez
Reyes Candidate For
Congress Issued Three
Tax Liens By The State.”

Charging Gomez
Reyes with “a record of
unpaid taxes and liens,”
the mailer states, “Your
tax dollars pay for es-
sential services in San
Bernardino County, like
highway repair, health
care for seniors and sup-
port for local schools and
colleges. Despite this,
Eloise Gomez Reyes has
arecord of not paying her
taxes. In fact, the State of
California has issued not
just one, but three tax
liens against her for fail-
ing to pay taxes. Her ap-
proach to taxes is not one
San Bernardino County
can rely on.”

Only Tillman and
Downing, who are less
well-funded than the
others and are not con-
sidered viable candidates
in the race, have escaped
being the targets of the
negative campaign ma-
terials.
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40th Assembly
Race from page 2

an educator and her ex-
perience as a college
board member gives her
a leg up on the competi-
tion in seeing how edu-
cation can be applied to
boost the economy.
“Education flows into
different things — eco-
nomic growth, diver-
sity of business, creat-
ing jobs,” she said. “Our
work is not just about
creating jobs. We need a
diversity of business. We
have to create a diversity
of work opportunities
for individuals who are
getting educated. We
do not now necessarily
educate our students into
programs that offer them
assurance of employ-
ment. There are only a
certain number of jobs
out there and only a cer-
tain number of types of
jobs. We have jobs that
are technology related.
We have jobs that are not
particularly technology-
dependent. We have jobs
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in the hospitality field.
There is land here that is
under-utilized. We could
interest corporations
and employers to locate
here if we had the infra-
structure in place to sup-
port their business op-
erations. Infrastructure
could create opportuni-
ties for our educated stu-
dents. Economic growth
is often about infrastruc-
ture: roads, public safety,
sewer treatment systems.
San Bernardino has an
aging sewer system.”

There should be in-
vestment in infrastruc-
ture and she said citizens
will support new taxing
regimes if they under-
stand that the taxes will
result in a long term eco-
nomic progress.

“If we impose taxes,
we are imposing taxes
upon the already taxed,
but if that tax creates
something that allows
companies to set up here
or flourish and make a
profit off that, people
will realize the benefits
and accept the tax, even
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if they don’t see too
much of a return on it
right away. It just takes
time,” she said.

Melissa  O’Donnell
carried the standard for
the Democrats in 2012
when she ran against Bill
Emmerson in California
State Senate District 23,
garnering 45 percent of
the vote in that Republi-
can-leaning district.

O’Donnell  has
worked as a teacher, has
sold real estate and she

Melissa O’Donnell

now owns an education
company, Time To Learn
Fast.

O’Donnell character-
izes the residents of the
40th District as “hard-

working” and she said
they deserve representa-
tion that will create op-
portunity and support
for their efforts.

“I would concentrate
on convincing corpo-
rations to take advan-
tage of our trained and
skilled workforce,” she
said. “I would give those
corporations incentives
to come to the area and
with that I think we can
bring a lot of progress to
the area.”

O’Donnell said she is
acutely conscious of the
range of diversity and
different opinion within
the sprawling 40th Dis-
trict and that she believes
she can bridge the differ-
ences between Republi-
cans and Democrats.

Art Bustamonte, a
seventeen year member
of the Chaffey Joint Uni-
fied High School District
Board of Trustees, is
a former police officer
who is now working as
an investigator for the
public defender’s office.

“I want progressive

policies to promote the
middle class because the
middle class has been
neglected,” he said. “I
want to be able to bring
jobs to the district, help

Art Bustamonte

single parents, especially
single women who have
children, with daycare
so they can work, and I
want to be able to pro-
vide jobs with higher
wages.

Saying he sees the
main issue in San Ber-
nardino County as re-
juvenating its economy,
Bustmonte said, “We
need to improve our
schools. We need to have
a more stable political
arena. To stabilize our

To those voters
who can have

everything

freedom, jobs, infrastructure
plus live in a

beautiful place.

vote for

_=-\.

larkovich
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politics, we need to end
corruption in govern-
ment because companies
will not come here or
relocate here unless we
have good schools and
the politics are stable.
No company is going
to want to come into an
area where we have un-
safe streets and neigh-
borhoods. We need good
law enforcement and
political ~stability and
an educated workforce.
The first thing compa-
nies look at is will they
have employees who are
trained or who they can
easily train, and is there
police protection and
political stability that
allows government to
function and be fair. We
need to work on those
things.”

Bustamonte said a
more coordinated effort
among the various po-
litical and governmental
entities and jurisdictions
is needed.

“The

counties and

Continued on Page 10

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Scoft

Markovich 33rd Assembly District 2014,
.c:ampaign.lp#_:-:l 359127



Friday, May 30, 2014

Yucca Valley Wa-
ter Quality Crisis
from page 6

the succeeding deadlines
and taking steps to en-
sure that each residential
and commercial prop-
erty within each phase’s
geographical boundaries
ties into the sewer sys-
tem once it is in place.
In the last eleven
months. the High Desert
Water District, which is
to be the lead agency on
the project, has not com-
pleted anywhere near one
third of the work needed
to meet the first deadline
on May 19, 2016. The
tangible progress it can
point to consists, basical-
ly, in having undertaken
an effort to inform local
residents of the problem
and having completed
cost comparisons on pa-

per. The primary cost
projection identifies the
difference between hav-
ing a contractor under-
take building the system
and having the water dis-
trict manage the project
— between $133,248,401
and $140,651,089 for the
design and construc-
tion work to be per-
formed by Atkins North
America and somewhere
between  $111.539.901
and $117,736,562 for
the district to construct
the project using Atkins
North America’s pro-
posed design. The sys-
tem would consist of a
water treatment plant
and a collection system
entailing over 400,000
linear feet of pipe.

The district has made
some tentative projec-
tions with regard to ob-
taining grant funding,
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but has made no sub-
stantive progress toward
actually receiving such
grants, other than ob-
taining a $20 million
authorization from the
Bureau of Reclamation.
It has also applied for a
low to no-interest loan
through a state revolv-
ing fund. Ultimately,
there will yet need to be
significant financial par-
ticipation by the town’s
residents. A dated cal-
culation, using the as-
sumption that the overall
cost of the project will
amount to no more than
$125 million, is that each
parcel in Yucca Valley
will be counted upon to
provide $16,700 toward
the system construction
debt burden. If the cost
of the project can be de-
frayed over 30 years,
water district officials

calculate the project can
be financed through ho-
meowner assessments of
$20 to $40 per month to
cover just the construc-
tion costs of the system.
Costs could rise due
to unforeseen circum-
stances or complications
with regard to ease-
ments, particularly on
the north end of town,
where the proposed
trunk line will be laid
alongside a steel natural
gas line accompanied by
electrical pumps. The
cost of upgrading the
trunk line to one con-
sisting of steel seamless
pipe could raise the cost.
Of tremendous mo-
ment is the community’s
ability to pay for the
system, which includes
town residents’ willing-
ness to embrace a debt
servicing mechanism to

cover the financing ar-
rangement on its con-
struction costs. One such
effort was Measure U,
sponsored by the town
in 2012 and which ap-
peared on the November
ballot. If passed, Mea-
sure U would have im-
posed a one-cent sales
tax within Yucca Val-
ley. Town officials said
the lion’s share of those
proceeds would go to-
ward building the sewer
system. Measure U was
defeated, however.

If the multiple issues
with regard to the sewer
system are not resolved,
and resolved soon, Yuc-
ca Valley will have no
conceivable  prospect
of meeting the May 18,
2016 deadline.

And the state has uti-
lized draconian mea-
sures in the past against
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other communities that
failed to come into com-
pliance, such as in Los
Osos, which was under
a similar order from
the California Water
Resources Board and
failed to heed it. The en-
tire community of Los
Osos became subject to
an enforcement action,
which was done in a lot-
tery fashion, in which
random property owners
were selected to receive
cease and desist orders
with the potential of
daily fines for non-com-
pliance. They were or-
dered to discontinue the
discharge from their sep-
tic systems, seal them off
and pump them at regu-
lar intervals. If they did
not, they were subjected
to fines of up to $5,000
per day.

B}
F

SEC Seeking

To Revive Case
Against Victor-
ville from front page

authority was formed by
the city of Victorville to
facilitate the conversion
of the former George Air
Force Base, which was
shuttered by the Depart-

ment of Defense in 1992,
into a civilian airport.
The Southern Califor-
nia Logistics Airport
Authority, which has as
its board of directors all
five members of the Vic-
torville City Council, is-
sued bonds which were
sold to investors to gen-
erate revenue to be used
in converting the base to

Elect

Randolph

Beasley

civilian use.
Fundamental to the
SEC complaint is the
allegation that the de-
fendants made misrepre-
sentations with regard to
the value of four airport
hangars that Victorville
referenced in its official
statement for an April
2008 bond offering. The
value of all four hangars

As Your County Supervisor

was listed at $65 million.
The county assessor lat-
er valued the hangars at
$27.7 million. The SEC
alleges that the author-
ity used the inflated esti-
mated values to mislead
bond investors.

In August 2013, two
Separate responses to
the SEC complaint were
filed, one from attorneys
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with the law firm of Ar-
ent Fox, which repre-
sents Victorville and the
airport authority and an-
other from the law firm
of Orrick, Herrington &
Sutcliffe, representing
Metzler.

U.S. District Court
Judge John A. Kronstadt
heard oral arguments on

ber, including assertions
by defense attorneys that
the SEC had not present-
ed any evidence to show
the city or Metzler had
benefited from the sale.
In November Kronstadt
threw out the portion of
the lawsuit alleging the
city and Metzler improp-

those motions last Octo- Continued on Page 12
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

Coroner case #701403992 - On 05/24/14, at about 9:30 AM, Marshall Lewis Winn, a 31 year-old resident of Lakeside, was riding his off-road motorcycle in the
open desert area. When he did not return, family and friends went out looking for him. They found him unresponsive next to his motorcycle in the open desert area
near the 6000 block of El Sol Avenue in Twenty-nine Palms. San Bernardino County Sheriff Deputies and San Bernardino County Fire Department were called and
responded. Winn was confirmed dead from his injuries at 11:08 AM. The San Bernardino County Sheriff Department is conducting the investigation into the death.

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.
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40th Assembly
Race from page 8

cities have their own
economic development
departments to lure busi-
ness into their respective
cities or into the county,”
he said. “We are not
working together in uni-
son. It is important that
we get everyone working
together to bring manu-
facturing jobs to the
county. We have good
infrastructure to make
that possible. We are not
working in unison. We
need to bring jobs to the
county.”

Bustamonte said the
district and San Ber-
nardino  County in
general have to attract
businesses that produce
finished products, and an
end needs to be brought
to the local economy’s
dependence on poorer
paying jobs in the ser-
vice industry.

“I believe I can help

create a consensus and
work with cities to lure
more business to this
area through tax incen-
tives if those businesses
commit to hiring a cer-
tain number of employ-
ees,” he said. “We’re
losing  manufacturing
companies. More are
going out to other states
are than are coming in.
California has twelve
percent of the nation’s
population. We should
have twelve percent of
the manufacturing ac-
tivity. We need to stop
the migration of jobs to
other states and over-
seas. The state needs to
look at the reality that
businesses are needed
to create jobs. The most
important challenge to
the state is to stop busi-
nesses from leaving. By
being a part of the major-
ity party — because I am
a Democrat — I should
be able to do something

about that. My goal as
part of the majority is to
have a voice in getting
things done versus if I
were in another party.”

Marc Steinorth, a
member of the Rancho
Cucamonga City Coun-
cil, said he believes he
can offer representation
to the 40th Assembly
District on the strength
of his experience in both
the public and private
arenas.

“I'have 20 years of pri-
vate sector business ex-
perience,” said Steinorth,
who runs an advertis-
ing and marketing firm
in Rancho Cucamonga,
Atlas Buying Group. “In
addition to understand-
ing the daily challenge
of running a small busi-
ness, | also have public
sector experience on the
city council. I have seen
the impact of the state
government’s action on
the business community.

I am equally aware of
what many in the private
sector and in the general
public do not realize,
which is the degree to
which local governments
are challenged by having
to deal with mandates
by the state, every bit as
much as small business-
es must deal with man-
dates by the state. I am
convinced that the state
government does not
have enough private sec-
tor business representa-
tion. It is easy to say you
want to go to Sacramen-
to and create jobs. That
is the mantra we have
heard for the last four or
five years from our poli-
ticians. What is different
about my candidacy is I
have actual experience
in helping to create and
grow businesses.”
Steinorth said that to
be effective as an advo-
cate for the private sec-
tor within the context of

serving in government,
one has to be prepared
to tirelessly promote the
application of common
sense to the regulatory
function of government.
Steinorth addressed the
impact of state mandates
on local government.
“AB 109, the public
safety realignment or
prison realignment to re-
duce prison overcrowd-
ing was not intended to
be a threat to my fam-
ily’s safety but that is
the end result,” Steinorth
said. “The state has sim-
ply ignored the prison
overcrowding  problem
for more than 20 years.
This most recent emer-
gency is really nothing
more than an example
of poor planning by our
legislative leaders.”
Steinorth, the best
funded of all of the can-
didates in the race, said
he saw the campaign
as “one of multiplica-
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tion and addition, not
subtraction.”He said he
is enjoying the exchange
of ideas among those
running for the office. “I
don’t feel I am running
against any opponent as
much as I am running
for opportunity. My key
care-abouts are helping
the businesses in the re-
gion navigate the state
bureaucracy and direct-
ing the district office to-
ward providing constitu-
ent services, including
both businesses and resi-
dents. My second major
goal is to restore fund-
ing to our local courts.
I understand the chal-
lenges [San Bernardino
County] Presiding Judge
{Marsha]  Slough is
faced with, but our coun-
ty is much too large to be
undergoing a reduction
in its judicial forums
and our residents need to
have access to the justice
system.”
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33rd District Race
from page 5

at all levels of govern-
ment in cooperation with
the private sector.”
75-year-old  retired
truck driver and former
Marine Jerry Laws said
“I’d like to see a flat tax
rate in California. We
can’t get the feds to do
it. 1 want the federal
land in California turned
back to the state. Right
now the federal govern-
ment will not let states
drill or put pipelines in
or anything along that
line. The federal govern-
ment should return most
of what it took over back

Jerry Laws

to the states.”

Laws said the county
should be allowed to re-
vive its mining industry.
“Inyo County was us-
ing its gold mines to pay
their bills,” he said. “My
main goals are to protect
the Constitution and the
Second Amendment and
the right to bear arms.”

Art Bishop, a re-
tired Fire Chief with
the Apple Valley Fire
Protection District and
current member of the
Apple Valley Town
Council, said he is run-
ning because “in order
to change what is hap-
pening in Sacramento,
we need to take a stand
against politics as usual.
Businesses, jobs and
good people like you are
leaving our great state
every day. Burdensome
laws, excessive govern-
ment regulations and un-
necessary taxation are
damaging the great state

that we love.”
Bishop said, “My ex-
perience and leadership

Art Bishop

skills will bring a com-
mon sense approach to
our legislature. Cali-
fornia was once a great
place to live and raise
our families. 1 know,
because I have lived here
most of my life. My wife
of 43 years and I raised
our two children here,
and my grandchildren
are growing up here. Our
schools were among the
best in the nation, and
we welcomed business-
es that provided quality
jobs for our families. It
is my goal to bring sta-
bility, leadership, and
experience to the leg-
islature in its decision-
making process. I am a
firm advocate of local
control and cooperative
governance without sac-
rificing principles.”

Brett Savage, the
youngest candidate in
the race, said, “We need
to support small busi-
nesses, reduce regula-
tion, and support law
enforcement. To save
California we need to
invest in the industrious-
ness of its people, not big
government. The High
Desert needs a represen-
tative that is willing to
fight for it.”

Savage said, “The
growth of the High Des-
ert economy depends on
free enterprise. We need
to ease the burden on
our communities’ small
businesses.  We must
lower the cost of start-
ing and running a busi-
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Glimpse
from page 3

ple. Note that the Type
I style shown in the fig-
ure is the type that was
found at our “Memorial
Day” site. The sheep is
viewed in profile, a side
view, and has exces-
sively long horns in side
view as well, as opposed
to a front view as in the
Type III sheep. The
body is oval shaped as
opposed to rectangular
as in the Type II sheep
or the boat-shape, com-
monly called “jelly bel-
ly” of the Type I1I sheep.
Based mainly on ar-
chaeologist Amy Gil-
reath’s 1999 obsidian
hydration data, Rogers
found that the character-
istics of our Type I sheep
figures first appeared at
the end of the last ice age
about 10,000 years ago.
Obsidian obeys the
property of mineral hy-
dration, and absorbs wa-
ter, when exposed to air,
at a well-defined rate.
When an unworked nod-
ule of obsidian is initially
fractured, there is typi-
cally less than 1% water
present. Over time, wa-
ter slowly diffuses into
the artifact forming a
narrow “band,” “rim,” or
“rind” that can be seen

and measured.

Analyzing artifacts
associated with rock
art, like prehistoric tools
made of obsidian, is
something that archae-
ologists do to determine
the age of rock art and
the culture associated
with it.

Many rock art en-
thusiasts attempt to in-
terpret rock art as if the
images represent a lan-
guage or an attempt to
communicate a message.
They treat rock art as if
it is something that can
be read like a book, like
picture writing, similar
to icons on the tee pees
or blankets of plains In-
dians.

For example, LaVan
Martineau wrote in his
1973 book “The Rocks
Begin to Speak” that
bighorn sheep images
are a metaphor for travel,
where the length of the
legs indicates the length
of the trip and the shape
of the belly indicates the
roughness of the ter-
rain ahead. This is an
example of torturing
meaning from images
where there is no objec-
tive basis. He said, “Big-
horn sheep petroglyphs
with a deeply rounded
belly show the contour
of the country to consist

of deep valleys, in other
words rough country
with plenty of mountains
and valleys to cross.”
One can see how con-
fusing that interpretation
can be when you have
a whole flock of petro-
glyphs clumped together
as in our Memorial Day
site. How twisted would
it be to have just crossed
a rough mountain range
only to find on the op-
posite side a petroglyph
sign depicting a long
legged bighorn sheep
with an extended bel-
ly? “So now you tell
me ‘rough road’” Now,
that’s an understatement!
It is important that
archaeologists have
found that rock art styles
changes through time
and that they can perhaps
use these style changes
to make interpretations
about how old an associ-
ated archaeological site
nearby is and perhaps
what culture lived there.
Boundary  markers,
maps, trails markers,
water rights, territorial
boundaries, place mark-
ers, clan or individual’s
names, birthing places,
puberty and fertility
ritual and rites, rites for
renewal of earth, com-
memoration of events,
ceremonial or religious

ness. We must reduce
regulation and promote
industry.”

Brett Savage

According to Savage,
“Our right to bear arms
is under constant attack.
In Sacramento I will
not only fight to protect
the Second Amendment
from further assault, but
work to restore those
rights that have already
been taken away from
us.”

Touting himself as a
“staunch supporter of
law enforcement, Savage
said, “Serious crimes
warrant serious penal-
ties. We need to protect

those that protect us and
support law enforcement
and their families for the
remarkable  sacrifices
they make every day. I
was born and raised in a
law enforcement family
and I personally know
the sacrifices made both
those in uniform and the
families that love them.”

Rick Roelle, a sher-
iff’s lieutenant, said, ““I
see our state dealing with
the same issues that are
big in this district — taxa-
tion, overregulation and
public safety,” he said.
“The reason we have
overtaxation is because
the voters keep voting
tax hikes on themselves.
Sixty percent of the peo-
ple in surveys say they
believe we are overtaxed
but the voters still keep
voting for tax increases.
The solution is if they
are going to keep shov-
ing tax increases down
our throats, we have to
have more people on the
payroll, with decent pay-
ing jobs paying into it. If

there is going to be tax
creation there first has to
be job creation.

Roelle said he is dis-
tinguished from the
other candidates , “obvi-
ously my 32 years in law
enforcemen. 1 had eight
years as an elected of-
ficial on the Apple Val-
ley Town Council. I am
chomping at the bit to get
involved with the Repub-

Rick Roelle

lican Party in California.
I represent a lot more
than just taking a stand
against illegal immigra-
tion and gun rights. I
think I can assist my
constituents by assuring
that they are not gouged
by the cuts government
has to make.”

symbolism,  counting,
hunting magic, time
keeping, marking sol-

stice and other astro-
nomical events and
many more explanations
are all potential reasons
for rock art.
Undoubtedly, there is
meaning associated with
rock art motifs. There
are also many interpreta-
tions. Often people as-
sign their own meaning
depending upon their
own culture projecting
their own experience
into their interpretation.
Ultimately though, most
often individual inter-
pretations can’t be prov-
en. Nevertheless making
interpretations is great
fun and a memorial cul-
tural experience in itself
as people share their cre-
ativity and intuitiveness.

Syndicated 2014, Ruth
Musser-Lopez—  Per-
mission to reprint this
article may be obtained
by contacting Ruth at
the Archaeological
Heritage  Association
(AHA) 760/885-9374 or
via email at Ruth@Riv-
erAHA.org.

Upland Council
Extends Burrtec’s
Evergreen Clause

from front page

cally extend, in which
case the agreement shall
terminate at the end of
the term, or seven years
from the date of the last
extension pursuant here-
to, whichever is later (the
wind down period).”
The contract amend-
ment further states that
once notice is given and
the wind down period
is initiated, Burrtec will
no longer be obligated
to provide the enhanced
service, 1.e.,  street
sweeping service and
medical waste disposal.
The contract amend-
ment was worth $63
million to Burrtec. The
city, which handles the
billing for trash service,
currently bills the city’s
residential and business
trash customers roughly
$10.13  million, $5.25
million of which is paid
to Burrtec, $2.22 million
of which is paid in tip-
ping fees at landfills and
$2.66 million of which
the city categorizes as
“city program expenses.”

Continued on Page 12
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It's time for spring
fashion and the people
on the streets have de-
cided that accessories
are what’s in. They sure
seem a bit different than
the clothes women are
buying. Recently I have
purchased a few acces-
sory pieces from jewelry

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook

California Style
Accessory After the Fact

to hats. There are some
cute plexi glass hand

N
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By Grace Bernal

! bottle. I was
{told  this
= was a lim-
ited edition
that sold out
at  fashion
week. Pret-
ty genuine
collectors
item I’d say.
So  every
day I see it's
all about the
accessories
like shoes,
hats, jew-
| elry, purses.
This keeps
clothes
simple and
accessories
help make

bags by Chanel which are really cool.
It looks like the Chanel No. 5 perfume

the simplicity fun. Get
dressed and accessorize
after the fact. Til next
week, accessorize!

“My mission in life
is not merely to survive,
but to thrive; and to do
so with some passion,
some compassion, some
humor, and some style.”

~Maya Angelou

Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved

Upland Council
Extends Burrtec’s
Evergreen Clause
from page 11

Members of the public
expressed doubt about
the wisdom of approving
the franchise contract
amendment. Jack Pieri,

a 40-year Upland resi-
dent who has worked in
the refuse industry, on
Tuesday night before the
vote told the council that
extending the evergreen
clause to 12 years will
essentially bind the city
to Burrtec indefinitely.
“The extension of the ev-

ergreen clause will make
it difficult to interest an-
other company to seri-
ously consider bidding
on a new contract,” Pieri

said.
Councilman  Glenn
Bozar, who opposed

the franchise contract
amendment, said, “The

previous city manager
got us into this perpetual
contract, which in the
private sector world you
do not do. Things like
this should be put out to
bid regularly. The last
time this went out to bid
was 14 years ago. I think
this should go out to bid

and we should give no-
tice now. This is a viola-
tion of our fiduciary and
financial responsibility.
I cannot support this. I
have no problem with
Burrtec or the quality of
service it provides but
this needs to go out to
bid for the residents to

really know what is out
in the market right now.”

Councilman Brendan
Brandt abstained and
the contract amendment
passed on a 3-1 vote with
Mayor Ray Musser and
council members Gino
Filippi and Debby Stone
in support.

SEC Case
from page 9

erly benefited from the
bond sale. “Given that
the SEC has engaged in
a three-year investiga-
tion into this matter, its
decision to present no
allegations to support
(the claims) is significant
and telling,” Kronstadt
wrote in his decision.
Nevertheless, he granted
the SEC an opportunity
to amend complaint with
proof, at which time the
original charges could
be reinstated.

On May 21, the SEC
did just that, provid-
ing the court with an
amended complaint con-
taining 20 previously
unpresented  elements
relating to what the SEC
maintains was Metzler’s
failure to disclose the
hangars’ true value to

investors on documents
related to the bond sales.
The complaint was fur-
ther amended to state
that the proceeds from
the bond offering ben-
efited the city.

A specific  benefit
of the bond sales, ac-
cording to the SEC was
that $50 million from
the 2008 bond sale was
pooled with money from
a 2007 bond sale to make
a down payment on an
electrical plant turbine
purchased from General
Electric.

The original SEC
complaint consists of
nine claims for relief and
one prayer for disgorge-
ment. The authority is
named in the first two
claims for relief. Kinsell,
Newcomb and DeDios
[KND], the underwriter
for the bond offerings,
is named in the third,
fourth and eighth claims

for relief. KND and Jef-
frey Kinsell, KND’s
owner, are named in the
fifth and sixth claims for
relief. Victorville, Jef-
frey Kinsell, KND in-
vestment banker Janees
Williams and Metzler
are named in the seventh
claim for relief. Jeffrey
Kinsell and Williams are
named in the ninth claim
for relief.

In the prayer for dis-
gorgement, which is a
request for restitution of
ill-gotten profits from
security law violators,
all the parties are named.
Establishing that the city
or its employees benefit-
ted from the bond sale is
necessary to force dis-
gorgement of the money.

Arent Fox maintains
that even if the hangar
valuations were overstat-
ed, they were not mate-
rial misrepresentations
by which the financing

of the bonds in terms of
the city’s and airport au-
thority’s ability to con-
tinue to make payments
to the bondholders was
threatened.

“Unfortunately  for
the SEC, the conclu-
sions in the complaint
are inconsistent with the
mathematical analysis
that the SEC had to per-
form to bring the action
in the first instance,” Ar-
ent Fox’s reply brief filed
last year on behalf of the
city and the airport au-
thority states. “As a mat-
ter of mathematical fact,
regardless of whether the
alleged misstated han-
gar value is used ($65
million), or whether the
alleged correct hangar
value is used ($27.7 mil-
lion), the debt service ra-
tio remains above 1.25 in
either case.”

Terree Bowers of Ar-
ent Fox, the former US

Attorney for the Central
District of California, is
representing the city and
the SCLA. This week he
told the Sentinel, “We
still contend that there
is no basis for disgorge-
ment. Their figures are
a gross exaggeration. We
are determined to vigor-
ously fight the case. We
think it is entirely coun-

terproductive to propose
disgorgement in a case
like this just when cities
are starting to recover
from the great reces-
sion.”

Bowers has until June
5 to answer the amended
complaint and in doing
so has the option of mov-
ing to strike it entirely.
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