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Collision And 
Protests Get 

sbX Off To An 
Inauspicious 
Beginning

Bustamonte Makes Case For
 His Assembly Candidacy 

Chino Hills Leading Economic Recovery 
With 253 Homes Slated For Development

  Harris Seeking “Cultural Change From The Top Down” In Run For County Sheriff

Boeing Leaving San Bernardino International Airport For Victorville
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Art Bustamonte

Upland To Use Public Money To Lobby Residents To Pass Tax Measure

Steve Lambert

Cliff Harris

Cliff Harris is run-
ning for San Bernardi-
no County sheriff, he 
said, “because first of 
all, I want to change the 
culture of the San Ber-
nardino County Sher-
iff’s Department. I want 
to stop the institution-
alized abuse of the in-
mates in the jails and on 
the streets. I want to stop 
racial profiling. I want to 
establish a human rights 

SAN BERNARDI-
NO—Boeing is once 
again pulling up its 
stakes at San Bernardino 
International Airport, 
where for the last eleven 
months it has been flight 
testing 747 and 787-8 
aircraft. 

It was announced this 
week that Boeing will 
leave San Bernardino 
International in favor of 
Southern California Lo-
gistics Airport in Vic-

Chaffey Union High 
School District Board 
Member Art Bustamon-

SAN BERNARDI-
NO—The much bally-
hooed  and equally ma-
ligned sbX bus service 
was initiated this week, 
getting off to an inaus-
picious start with pro-
testors gathering at the 
christening of the project 
to voice objections to the 
danger they say the un-

derground  fuel tanks at 
the bus line’s refueling 
facility pose to a nearby 
neighborhood.  The in-
auguration of the system  
was further marred when 
one of the high speed 
busses collided with an 
SUV that intruded into 
the bus-only lane on its 
first day of operation, 
Monday April 28.

Omnitrans, the pub-
lic transit agency serv-
ing the San Bernardino 
Valley which operates 
the sbX line, and SAN-
BAG, the county trans-
portation agency which 
acted as the lead agency 
in obtaining $75 million 
in federal funding which 
was applied toward th 
$192 million project, 
hailed the opening of 
the line as a major leap 
forward for beleaguered 
San Bernardino, which 
declared municipal 
bankruptcy in 2012. 

Running 15.7 miles 
from near the Veterans 
Administration Hos-
pital in Loma Linda to 
just north of Cal State 
San Bernardino, the sbX 
line features 60-foot 
long articulated buses 
that use clean-burning 
compressed natural gas 
as fuel. According to 
a schedule released by 
Omnitrans, from three 
to six busses 

commissions and civil 
rights commission with 

subpoena powers.  I want 
to implement written 
guiding principles and 
use those principles as 
the basis for the depart-
ment and the county’s 
residents to move into 
the 21st Century and so 
everyone can stay on the 
same page.”

Harris said he be-
lieves establishing de-
fined standards, goals 
and guidelines is key to 

te said he hopes to par-
lay the commitment and 
passion he has for the 
community into a berth 
in the California Assem-
bly representing the 40th 
District.

Bustamonte, a Demo-
crat, is joined by sis-
ter Democrats Melissa 
O’Donnell and Katie 
Henry and Republi-
can Marc Steinorth in 
this year’s race to rep-
resent the 40th, which 
stretches from Rancho 
Cucamonga in 

raising law enforcement 
function in San Ber-
nardino County to the 
level of professionalism 
that has been lacking 
historically.

“I want to implement 
a set of written values 
and address all identifi-
able problems,” Harris 
said. “I want on an on-
going basis to announce 
to the communities the 
substantial changes that 

will be made in the de-
partment affecting the 
delivery of services to 
the community. My bot-
tom line is moving the 
department into the 21st 
Century as I stated, to 
transform the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s 
Department from where 
it is today to a better or-
ganization. The potential 
to do that exists because 
of the many 

torville. 
The Seattle-based 

company, the world’s 
leading manufacturer of 
large scale passenger air-
craft, last week signed a 
three-year $1.8 million 
lease at Southern Cali-
fornia Logistics Airport, 
known by its acronym 
SCLA.

Boeing had a previous 
arrangement with San 
Bernardino International 
for test flights intended 

to shake out both  air-
craft as well as the GE 
engines that power them, 
but left the facility three 
years ago after growing 
disenchanted with the 
way Scot Spencer, the 
airport’s former contract 
developer, was manag-
ing the facility. 

In September 2011, 
the FBI conducted a 
search warrant at San 
Bernardino Interna-
tional Airport and many 

of Spencer’s corporate 
facilities and offices. In 
February 2012, the San 
Bernardino Interna-
tional Airport Authority 
– a joint powers agency 
combining the interests 
that the county of San 
Bernardino and the cit-
ies of Highland, Loma 
Linda, Colton and San 
Bernardino have in the 
airport – moved to break 
its contract with Spen-
cer after a series of op-

erational miscues at the 
airport, including the 
depletion of its aviation 
fuel stores to the point 
that planes flying out of 
the facility could not be 
refueled. 

Spencer was sub-
sequently criminally 
charged. In May of last 
year, Boeing resumed 
test flights out of San 
Bernardino.

The decision by Boe-
ing to utilize 

The Upland City 
Council this week on a 
4-1 vote approved spend-
ing $75,000 of  taxpayer 
money in an effort to 
convince the city’s resi-
dents to approve the im-
position of a half percent 
city-wide sales tax and 
an increase in the city’s 
business tax. 

For seven months, 
Upland City Manager 
Stephen Dunn has been 

pushing the city council 
to seek residential ap-
proval of these measures 
to shore up city finances 
and head off projected 
deficits in upcoming fis-
cal years. The council 
shied away from imme-
diately approving that 
request but in October 
appointed a budget task 
force to look at the city’s 
fiscal circumstance. One 
option outlined by the 

task force was that the 
city council could seek, 
through a ballot mea-
sure, city voter approval 
of a tax.

Simultaneously, how-
ever, a growing number 
of vocal city residents 
have advocated against 
any tax increases, assert-
ing that past decisions 
by the city council have 
conferred upon city em-
ployees salaries and ben-

efits that are too generous 
and which are leaving 

the city in the position of 
having to pay exorbitant  
pensions to employees 
upon retirement. They 
are calling for a renegoti-
ation of the employment 
contracts with munici-
pal employees to reduce 
ongoing and future op-
erating costs and pen-
sion obligations before 
residents are called upon 
to cover  those costs in 
the form of new 

Upscale Chino Hills, 
located at the extreme 
southwest tip of San Ber-
nardino County and sur-
rounded on three sides 
by Riverside County, 
Orange County and Los 
Angeles County, is lead-
ing the way in the eco-
nomic recovery from the 
downturn/recession of 
2007 in the home build-
ing sector.  Some 253 
homes involved in six 
projects, many of which 
have been on the draw-
ing board and delayed 

for years, will soon be 
constructed, if the ap-
plications and approvals 
that have been granted 
hold true. 

Several of the proj-
ects were originally pro-
posed  and approved by 
the county prior to the 
city’s  1991 incorpora-
tion and are now moving 
toward completion under 
the city’s more exacting 
standards.

The largest of the 
projects is Chino Hills 
Country Club LLC’s 

proposed 107 estate 
home subdivision, to 
entail 537 total acres on 
the south side of Carbon 
Canyon Road at Canyon 
Hills Road.  The project 
has undergone several 
adjustments since it was 
first proposed under the 
city of Chino Hill’s land 
use authority in 1998 
as the 341-dwelling 
unit Canyon Meadows 
Development by then- 
proponent the St. Clair 
Company. St Clair had 
deviated from 
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will cover the route each 
hour during daylight.

Like the unconven-
tional capitalization and 
spelling used in its ac-
ronym – sbX stands for 
San Bernardino Express 
– the route embodies un-
usual features such as a 
dedicated lane for more 
than a third of the route 
that has been fashioned 
from what were once 
street medians. And 
each sbX bus driver has 
been given virtual com-
mand of the traffic lights 
encountered along the 
route so that the busses 
will rarely if ever en-
counter a red light.

Indeed, from its in-
ception, the sbX concept 
was sold on the speed of 
travel it would offer. This 
week, project planners 
and engineers were gath-
ering data to determine 
if the busses are consis-
tently making the entire 
trip from Loma Linda 
to San Bernardino State 
University or vice versa 
with 13 stops in between 
in just under 39 minutes.

Initially, planners had 
envisioned the route hav-
ing only five stops be-
tween its starting points/
end destinations and 
completing its run in just 
under 25 minutes., rival-
ing or actually bettering 
what a commuter utiliz-
ing a car typically en-
counters over the same 
span utilizing the free-
way during the morning 
or evening rush hour.

In 2012, however, the 
city of San Bernardino  
approved a transit over-
lay district entailing 13 
stations/bus stops. More-
over, Omnitrans officials 
were unable to live up to 
the representation they 
had made to Federal 
Transit Administration 
officials that dedicated 
center lanes for the bus-
ses would run for nearly 
the entirety of the route. 
Instead, only about six 
miles of the stretch, 
along Hospitality Lane 
and in the downtown 
area, have dedicated cen-
ter lanes. The dedicated 
lanes help speed the bus-
ses along the route by 
eliminating interaction 
and merging with traffic.

The 39-minute termi-
nus-to-terminus trip still 
compares favorably with 
the 65 minutes users of 
public transportation 
endured on the previous 
conventional bus route 
that covered the same 
15.7 mile stretch. 

The bus route entails a 
departure from a station 
near the Veterans Hos-
pital and other medical 
facilities just off Barton 
Road in Loma Linda, a 
turn north on Anderson/
Tippecanoe Street, a turn 
left on Hospitality Lane 
and then a right turn  
north on E Street before 
terminating at San Ber-
nardino State College. 
The return route covers 
the same span in reverse.

On all five workdays 
this week through today, 
May 2, riders have been 
and are able to ride sbX 
for free. Omnitrans is 
confident that if riders 
are exposed to the route 
as users, many, especial-
ly students attending Cal 
State San Bernardino 
or Loma Linda Univer-
sity, will be persuaded 
to forsake their vehicles 
in favor of taking the 

bus. Officials are equally 
hopeful that veterans 
who frequent the Jerry 
Pettis Memorial Veter-
ans Administration Hos-
pital in Loma Linda will 
alos elect to use sbX. 

Omnitrans and SAN-
BAG officials also are 
hopeful that bus rider-
ship along the 15.7 mile 
route will increase sig-
nificantly over the far 
less impressive numbers 
that utilized the conven-
tional buses that ferried 
passengers over the same 
route up until last week, 
thus justifying sbX’s  ex-
pense and imposition on 
the community.

Part of that imposition 
consists of the elimina-
tion of the turn lanes 
along Hospitality Lane 
and E Street, such that 
motorists are now unable 
to make left turns and are 
now obliged to continue 
further down the street 
to make a U-turn where 
that is possible and then 
retrack back to access  
businesses, including 
many of the restaurants 
in that area. The own-
ers of several businesses 
located along the route, 

including Ammons Dia-
mond & Coin Gallery, 
Burger Mania, Pride En-
velopes and Barber Shop 
215, claim  their opera-
tions have already been 
negatively impacted by 
the street alterations.

As Omnitrans and 
SANBAG officials gath-
ered on the morning of 
April 28 together with 
San Bernardino city of-
ficials at the central city 
bus platform to celebrate 
the opening of the sys-
tem, dozens of sign and 
placard bearing protes-
tors were assembled to 

insist that Omnitrans  
remove liquefied natu-
ral gas and compressed 
natural gas tanks at the 
refueling station on the 
city’s Westside in midst 
of an impoverished resi-
dential zone and an el-
ementary school.

“There is danger in 
San Bernardino thanks 
to Omnitrans” one sign 
in Spanish said.

Officials did their best 
to carry on with the rib-
bon cutting festivities, 
despite the protests. 

Later that day, another 
dreaded element relating 
to the advent of  the sbX 
bus system manifested 
when some nine  hours 
after the busses began 
running, one of them 
with about nine people 
on board ran into an SUV 
on E Street just south 
of Mill Street around 4 
p.m.  A girl, described 
as about ten years old 
was injured  in the mis-
hap, and she was trans-
ported to a local hospital 
with injuries described 
as non-life threatening. 
The driver of the SUV 
was injured, but was able 
to drive away from the 
scene.

The SUV was appar-
ently caught in the bus-
only lane and the bus, 
running at an acceler-
ated rate of speed ap-
proaching or exceeding 
60 miles per hour, was 
unable to break in time 
to avoid the collision.

Critics of the sbX 
system had inveighed 
against it on the basis of 
the traffic hazard repre-
sented by the buses trav-
eling at speeds in excess 
of the speed limit for 
passenger vehicles along 
the same span of road-
way.

Officials had hoped 
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
Thrill Ride: Historic Dips and Timber Trestle Bridges on SBC’s Route 66

By Ruth Musser-Lopez
  Unpredictable and 

wild, circa eighty-five 
year old dips and tim-
ber trestle bridges are 
among those extraordi-
nary characteristics of 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty’s desert section of 
California U.S. Highway 
Route 66 which make 
for a thrilling, one-of-a-
kind ride. Yet, for safety 
reasons, timber trestle 
bridges cause govern-
ment officials to shudder.

Plan (CMP) that despite 
the inherent dangers of 
those driving irresponsi-
bly there, to smooth the 
road out would be to al-
ter the historic route’s in-
tegrity and lose some of 
its intrinsic charm.

Photo Courtesy Lard-
ner/Klein

On the other hand, 
the timber trestle bridg-
es are the “something 
old” along the corridor 
that some government 

Road, reported Lardner/
Klein Associates.  This 
number is “staggering,” 
according to Lardner/
Klein  These 128 are 
“opposed to only 30 cur-
rently carrying automo-
bile and truck traffic on 
U.S. Highway 66 across 
all other states and coun-
ties (including Los An-
geles County, California) 
combined.”  

Lardner/Klein also 
reported that according 
to the county analysis, 
the 128 bridges were 
constructed during the 
period of time from 
1929 to 1935 and are 
included within a total 
of 136 bridges and large 
culverts in this portion 
of Route 66. Of the re-
mainder, four are rein-
forced concrete bridges, 
three are pipe culverts, 
and one is a concrete box 
culvert. 

However, maintaining 
the original character 
and charm of the route 
including the dips and 

development.  Accord-
ing to Lardner/Klein, the 
proposed stewardship 
strategies are based on 
issues identified in pub-
lic outreach conducted 
during initial scoping 
phases that took place 
between November 2013 
through March 2014 at 
which time there was 
a bus tour, small group 
meetings, conference 
calls, public meetings, 
including a web-based 
meeting all conducted 
by Lardner/Klein.  The 
photographs in this ar-
ticle are courtesy of their 
contracted work for the 
federal agency.

Jim Klein, acting 
on behalf of the firm, 
said with regard to the 
strength of the bridges, 
that the route between 
Barstow and Needles 
built 80 years ago was 
never intended to bear 
the type of tonnage now 
being pulled by diesel 
trucks.  With mainte-
nance, the bridges have 

66 between Daggett and 
Mountain Springs Road, 
is currently conducting 
a study as a part of the 
“Dola and Lanzit Bridge 
replacement projects.” 

Nearly all of the dis-
tinct segments of the 
road paralleling I-40 ac-
cess have some bridges 
that are weight limited. 
According to Lardner/
Klein, “San Bernardino 
County is faced with 
a difficult challenge of 

were formerly quite 
generally used, and are 
still in use for tempo-
rary structures and in 
localities where trans-
portation is difficult and 
where suitable timber is 
available.” In very sim-
ple terms, timber trestle 
highway bridges were 
built nationwide with a 
limited anticipated lifes-
pan.

At the April 28, 2014 
meeting of the AHPC, 

Just west of Daggett, 
“catching some air” 
driving fast across the 
dips on old Route 66 is 
a cheap but perhaps dan-
gerous thrill that some 
bikers seek at their own 
risk.  It seems to be the 
general consensus of 
the public actively par-
ticipating in assisting 
with the development 
of the Bureau of Land 
Management’s Route 66 
Corridor Management 

officials seem to think 
are of immediate con-
cern—they may not be 
that safe. If you drive the 
abandoned de-designat-
ed state route…you ap-
parently may be doing so 
at considerable risk. 

In a recent analysis 
by the County of San 
Bernardino, 128 “aging” 
80-year (+/-) old timber 
trestle bridges are in the 
area between Daggett 
and Mountain Springs 

bridges, is important to 
tourism with an increas-
ingly large number of 
foreign tourists from 
Europe and Asia arriv-
ing each year desiring to 
visit the Grand Canyon 
via Route 66 from Los 
Angeles.  According to a 
study conducted by Rut-
gers University, these 
are high-income visitors 
who are staying longer 
and spending more than 
the typical passerby.

Stewardship strate-
gies for Route 66 includ-
ing the bridges and dips 
are proposed for consid-
eration by the Route 66 
Ad Hoc CMP Planning 
Committee – abbreviated 
simply as the “AHPC.”  
The AHPC’s first “webi-
nar” meeting took place 
on April 28, 2014, lead 
by Lardner/Klein Land-
scape Architects, P.C., 
a firm contracted by the 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to assist with cor-
ridor management plan 

held up under over-
capacity weight even 
during an emergency 
redirect when I-40 was 
closed down due to a 
temporary hazardous 
condition.  In reference 
to the timber trestle 
bridges, he said that ac-
cording to the county’s 
historian Roger G. Ha-
theway, “You can stick a 
pencil through them.”  

Upon hearing this, 
one scenario that has 
been posed more or less 
as a question by San Ber-
nardino County Sentinel 
editor Mark Gutglueck, 
“What are the odds of a 
catastrophic bridge col-
lapse on Route 66 in the 
middle of the desert dur-
ing the ‘perfect storm’ 
where two heavily-laden 
18-wheelers, moving in 
opposite direction at the 
same time across a weak 
timber trestle bridge?”

The County of San 
Bernardino which main-
tains the section of Route 

keeping the road open 
to all vehicles. A con-
sulting firm for the San 
Bernardino County 
Department of Public 
Works is currently pre-
paring a study evaluat-
ing the manner in which 
the state inspects and 
evaluates bridges on 
historic Route 66 in San 
Bernardino County, and 
how this translates into 
the posting of load lim-
its.”

Timber trestle bridg-
es may have originally 
been built to support the 
National Old Trails Road 
(circa 1912).  Made of 
what appears to be mate-
rials similar to modified 
railroad ties and cut up 
utility poles, they were 
not uncommon nation-
wide in the first couple of 
decades of the twentieth 
century—1900 through 
1920 according to Lard-
ner/Klein.  “Beginning 
about 1920, however, 
they began to be regard-
ed by many highway de-
sign engineers as tempo-
rary structures, although 
they continued to be 
used in specific locales 
due to the fact that they 
could be erected quickly 
and inexpensively. 

Lardner/Klein cited 
a 1920 book, by Milo S. 
Ketchum, C.E., entitled

“The Design of High-
way Bridges of Steel, 
Timber and Concrete,” 
which states that “Tim-
ber Highway bridges 

safety concern over the 
timber trestle bridges 
were on the agenda as 
the main subject topic.

The Archaeological 
Heritage Association 
suggested that the timber 
trestle bridges be studied 
by engineers as an ex-
ample of what works in 
the desert’s arid environ-
ment.  “The bridges have 
proven to be durable and 
strong.  They have held 
up under tremendous 
weight over the years.  
Perhaps the aridity of the 
desert has something to 
do with it. The wooden 
structures don’t deterio-
rate as quickly here as in 
wetter conditions back 
east.  So that we don’t 
lose the integrity and 
charm of the road’s char-
acter, maybe all that is 
needed is some in-kind 
buttress work to preserve 
these historic bridge fea-
tures in place.  As far as 
weight limits, perhaps its 
time to consider mak-
ing this portion of Route 
66 a toll road, limit the 
weight of the vehicles 
coming across and use 
the tolls for maintenance 
of the route.” 

Some protection for 
the road appears to be 
available through its 
potential listing on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places (NRHP).   
Lardner/Klein said that 
in their review to date, 
the general consensus 

Photo Courtesy Lardner/Klein

Photo Courtesy Lardner/Klein
Photo Courtesy Lardner/Klein
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Bustamonte
from front page

the west and across the 
San Bernardino Moun-
tains to cover portions of 
San Bernardino as well 
as Highland, Redlands, 
Loma Linda and Grand 
Terrace. 

“I am running to make 
a difference,” Bustamon-
te said. “I want to make 
a difference. I want  pro-
gressive policies to pro-
moted the  middle class 
because the middle class 
has been neglected. I 
want to be able to bring 
jobs to the district, help 
single parents, especially 
single women who have 
children,  with day care 
so they can work and I 
want to be able to pro-
vide jobs with higher 
wages. I want to be more 
connected to the com-
munity and I feel this is 
the best way  for me to 
do that.”

The major challenge 
facing the district is 
“finding jobs for the 
people who live here,” 
Bustmonte said. “I see 
the main issue in San 
Bernardino County is re-
juvenating our economy. 
San Bernardino County 
has the highest unem-
ployment rate in the 
state. We need to attract 
companies manufactur-
ing companies to the 
Inland Empire because 
we have all the neces-
sary infrastructure to 
connect three airports, 
our  railroad stations 
and highways. We have 
something Los Angeles 
doesn’t have – space to 
provide manufacturing 
companies to come over 
here and set up shop 
here. That is not neces-
sarily going to happen 
until we get our house 
in order. We need to 
improve our schools. 
We need to have a more 
stable political arena. To 
stabilize our politics, we 
need to end corruption 
in government because 
companies will not come 
here or relocate here 
unless we have good 
schools and the politics 
are stable. No company 
is going to want to come 
into an area where we 
have unsafe streets and 
neighborhoods. We need  
good law enforcement 
and political stability 
and an educated work-
force. Without those 
three things, companies 

will not come here. The 
first thing they look at 
is will  they have em-
ployees who are trained 
or who they can easily 
train, and is their police 
protection and  political 
stability that allows gov-
ernment to function and 
be fair. We need to work 
on those things.” 

Bustamonte said a  
more coordinated effort 
among the various po-
litical and governmental 
entities and jurisdictions 
is needed. 

“The counties and 
cities have their own 
economic development 
departments to lure busi-
ness into their respective 
cities or into the county,” 
he said. “We are not 
working together in uni-
son. It is important that 
we get everyone working 
together to bring manu-
facturing jobs to the 
county. We have good 
infrastructure to make 
that possible. We are not 
working in unison.  We 
need to bring jobs to the 
county.”

As a 17-year member 
of the Chaffey Union 
High School Board of 
Trustees. Bustamonte 
gravitated toward the 
subject of improving the 
education system. 

“We need to improve 
our schools,” he said. 
“The high school drop-
out rate in the county is 
very disappointing. We 
need more resources 
from the state to turn that 
around. The state has cut 
back on school budgets 
and that has resulted 
in class sizes being in-
creased and teachers 
are not being adequately 
compensated. We have 
quality  teachers go-
ing elsewhere. I want 
to  bring resources from 
the state to the Inland 
Empire, mores school 
funds, more money for 
schools.”

Bustamonte said he is 
a different kind of Dem-
ocrat who understands 
the damage overregula-
tion of business is having 
on the economy and the 
well being of everyday 
citizens.

“I believe I can help 
create a consensus and 
work with cities to lure 
more business to this 
area through tax incen-
tives if those businesses 
commit to hiring a cer-
tain number of employ-

ees,” he said. “We’re  
losing manufacturing 
companies. More are go-
ing out to other states are 
than are coming in. Cali-
fornia has twelve percent 
of the nation’s popula-
tion. We should have 
twelve percent of the 
manufacturing activity. 
We need to stop the mi-
gration of jobs to other 
states and overseas.  The 
state needs to look at the 
reality that  businesses 
are needed to create jobs. 
The  most important 
challenge to the state is 
to  stop businesses from 
leaving. By being a part 
of the majority party – 
because I am a Demo-
crat – I should  be able 
to do something about 
that. My goal as part of 
the majority is to have 
a voice in getting things 
done versus if I were in 
another party. We have 
the governor of Texas 
coming to California of-
fering business owners 
tax incentives and paint-
ing a picture of Texas as 
a state with lower taxes 
and actively solicit-
ing companies to leave 
here.  We should be over 
there, bringing compa-
nies here. It appears at 
this time we need to put 
together a fact finding 
committee to see why 
our companies are leav-
ing and how can we keep 
them here.”

Bustamonte said that 
the state needs to keep 

large corporations inter-
ested in maintaining an 
operation presence in the 
Golden State.

“Small businesses are 
great  but they are not 
going to employ every-
one in California,” he 
said. “We need manufac-
turing jobs, good pay-
ing manufacturing jobs 
that will stop the decline 
in the middle class. We 
need higher wages  the 
middle class is in the de-
cline. At the same time, I 
would like to see tax in-
centives for small busi-
nesses. I want to assist   
those who start a small 
business and want to em-
ploy people.”

The government 
should work to see that its 
citizens are not gouged, 
Bustamonte said. 

“Look at the gas pric-
es in the Inland Empire,” 
he said.. We seem to be 
paying more for gas than 
surrounding counties. I’d 
like to know why.”

And state government 
should vector its resourc-
es to assist local govern-
ments that are strug-
gling, Bustamonte said.

“I know the city of San 
Bernardino is having se-
vere problems with their 
finances,” Bustamonte 
said. “It has lost a lot 
of police officers. They 
need more police offi-
cers but they can’t hire 
them because they don’t 
have the money. I would  
like to get together with 

San Bernardino officials 
and the police chief  and 
go to the state for help. 
Until the city can get its 
financials back in order, 
I would ask the state to 
loan  CHP officers to  the 
city of San Bernardino 
to help them in their law 
enforcement, to  help 
them protect the citizens 
of the city.” 

Bustamonte said he 
offers the voters in the 
40th District the best 
choice “because I have 
been serving my com-
munity all my life. I 
served my community 
as a police officer. I am 
still serving my commu-
nity as a member of the 
board of trustees of the 
high school district. My 
background, my experi-
ence, I think, coupled 
with my education, far 
exceeds my competition. 
I am the only candidate 
that supported and en-
dorsed a bond measure 
for the Chaffey High 
School District that was 
passed by 60 percent of 
the voters  a $848 mil-
lion school bond. That 
is something no other 
candidate has done  The 
bond will build the infra-
structure for the school 
district and increase 
the technology in the  
schools. this is a seven-
year project and is going 
to bring money back into 
the Inland Empire.”  

Bustmonte continued. 
“I am connected to the 

community,” he said. “As 
a member of the school 
board for 17 years, I have 
handed out hundreds 
if not thousands of di-
plomas to kids. I talk to 
people in the commu-
nity  every day. I know 
what they feel. I know 
they are not happy with 
the way things are as far 
as job wages and having 
a better life. I can’t say 
the other candidates are 
as connected to the com-
munity as I am. I wasn’t 
born with a silver spoon 
in my mouth. I am who 
I am. This is me. I have 
passion. I  have had a 
passion all my life, work-
ing for the middle class. I 
am in it for the duration. 
I want to fight for the 
middle class.    I will do 
what I said I am going to 
do. I will not hold back.”

Bustamonte gradu-
ated from Garfield High 
School in Los Angeles 
and obtained a degree 
from Cal State Fullerton 
in criminal justice. He 
served with the Marine 
Corps for three years 
on active duty and four 
more in the reserves. He 
was a police officer with 
the city of Huntington 
Park and retired from 
that agency after he was 
felled by a work related 
injury. He is now an in-
vestigator with the San 
Bernardino County Pub-
lic Defender’s Office. 
Divorced, he has three 
children.
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Ensen Mason is chal-
lenging incumbent 
county treasurer-tax col-
lector-auditor-controller 
Larry Walker in this 
year’s election, Mason 
said, “because I don’t 
think the job is being 
done well. There is a  lot 
of corruption and finan-
cial mismanagement in 
county government. The 
responsibility for that 
should have fallen to the 
auditor-controller. These 
issues need to be made 
public. I think he is do-
ing a horrible job in con-
necting with the people 
he is elected to serve. If 
you walked into a room 
full of people and asked 
each of them who among 
them had heard from 
him, zero would say they 
have had any word from 
him. A vital role is con-
necting with people.” 

The county is seeing 

Rutherford Asking Second District Voters For Four More Years On Board
Second District 

County Supervisor Jan-
ice Rutherford said she 
is seeking reelection in 
June because “I think it 
is important to continue 
with the reforms and 
progress we have made 
in the last four years. We 
have begun a tremendous 
cultural shift in county 
government away from 
the toxic politics of the 
past and toward account-

Treasurer-Auditor Candidate Mason Blasts County On Office Consolidations

ability and performance 
measurements. I very 

much want to continue 
that work.”

Rutherford said, “The 
issues for the Second 
District are countywide 
issues as a whole. The 
cultural shift I men-
tioned is one that took 
place from a county-
wide perspective. With 
regard to issues that are 
particular to the Second 
District, the transforma-
tion of Lake Gregory is 

important, rebuilding 
the dam at the lake, get-
ting on a regular dredg-
ing schedule and seeing 
the successful transition 
of the lake’s recreational 
amenities to CalParks. 
This is year one of that 
transition. This is im-
portant to the economic 
health of the Crestline 
community, that we see 
that program through.”  

She continued, “An-

other issue on the west 
side of the district is con-
tinuing to work with the 
Foothill city of Rancho 
Cucamonga on the Front 
Country Trails System 
and access to and main-
tenance of the North Eti-
wanda Preserve.”

Rutherford said her 
concerns for the county 
went beyond the Second 
Disttict.

“Most of the other 

issues are pretty much 
countywide ones,” she 
said, “such as fixing the 
inefficiency of county 
government every resi-
dent is concerned about, 
the need to grow the local 
economy and the need to 
focus on moving those 
on public assistance to 
self sufficiency. We are 
also focused on how we 

an inadequate return on 
the money it is investing 
under Walker’s watch, 
Mason said.  

“The main problem 
is we have an extremely 
lazy investment policy 
stance,” Mason said. 
“The job of the tax col-
lector is to collect the 
money and deposit it 
properly. The treasurer 
is responsible for de-
positing that money, ac-
counting for it and then 
investing it wisely so 
that it grows properly or 
at least keeps pace with 
inflation. The county 
has a triple A credit rat-
ing, which sounds good, 
but that rating comes at 
a huge cost. We are ba-
sically getting no return 
on our money. We are 
getting very little return 
on our investment tools. 
We are sitting on short 
term instruments. The 

county’s money should 
be invested prudently 
and safely, but we should 
be seeing a decent return 
on our investments given 
the amounts involved. 
Prudence and a good re-
turn are not mutually ex-
clusive functions.”

Mason continued, 
“The controller has an 
accounting function, 
which is supposed to 
focus on reporting and 
maintaining transpar-
ency. The auditor is usu-
ally responsible for keep-
ing an eye on the other 
three people. The audi-
tor reviews the control-
ler’s reports and offers 
an opinion on the valid-
ity and accuracy of the 
information provided. 
Unfortunately, the way 
the county has designed 
it, the person in the posi-
tion of keeping an eye on 
the others serves in the 

capacity of those entities 
having an eye kept on 
them.”

Mason said he be-
lieved that Walker has 
done a reasonably decent 
job in his function as 
treasurer, but has lagged 
behind with regard to his 
duties as treasurer, audi-
tor and controller. 

“I think he has done 
alright as far as collect-
ing and receiving and 
counting and then de-
positing the money in 
the right place, at least 

as far as I can tell,” Ma-
son said. “I do not think I 
would change very much 
in that regard.”

It was in the other 
three arenas, that Mason 
said his major differenc-
es with Walker lie.   

If elected, Mason said 
he would depart from the 
county’s current invest-
ment policy. 

“I would invest in a 
conservative portfolio 
that would return a rea-
sonable rate,” Mason 
said in describing his 
difference with the trea-
surer’s office policy un-
der Walker. 

Mason said he had an 
even more substantial 
difference with Walker 
in regard to the merging 
of the functions of the tax 
collector treasurer with 
those of the auditor con-
troller. In 1998, Walker, 
who was then Fourth 
District County supervi-
sor, successfully ran for 
the post of auditor-con-
troller/recorder. He was 
reelected to that post in 
2002 and 2006. During 
that period, the position 
of treasurer-tax collec-
tor was an independently 
elected position. Prior 
to the 2010 election, the 
county moved to con-
solidate the treasurer-
tax collector position 
with that of the auditor-
controller, appointing 
Walker to replace former 
treasurer-tax collector 
Dick Larsen, and subse-
quently moving the re-
corder function into the 
assessor’s office, which 
is also an independently 
elected post. 

Despite the objections 
of many at the time that 
the merger represented 
an unwise consolida-
tion of duties, Walker 
consented to the change 
and seamlessly made the 
transition. Mason ran 

against Walker in the 
2010 election, the first 
time where the voters 
were asked to elect one 
person to fill the consoli-
dated treasurer tax col-
lector auditor controller 
position. Walker, run-
ning as the incumbent 
garnered 128,033 votes, 
or 70.94 percent to Ma-
son’s 52,445 votes, or 
29.06 percent. 

Four years later, Ma-
son is engaging Walker 
in a rematch, looking 
for a different outcome 
based upon his belief 
that the county’s resi-
dents have had an op-
portunity to consider 
the disadvantage in hav-
ing the county treasurer 
serving as a watchdog 
over himself. In this way, 
he is anxious to remind 
voters that Walker em-
braced the consolidation. 

“They [the county 
board of supervisors] 
should not have done 
that,” Mason said. “By 
doing that they have lost 
an important check and 
balance. They eliminat-
ed one elected position 
from the county roster 
of officials chosen by the 

Janice Rutherford
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good men and women 
there. There has been a 
lack of consideration of 
the economic and socio-
logical issues associated 
with our society so that 
what we have is a cul-
ture of officers enforcing 
their own personal belief 
system on citizens due to 
the lack of leadership.”

Harris said he antici-
pates encountering resis-
tance to his reforms, but 
believes he has the de-
termination and strength 
of will and character to 
push them through.

“The changes I have 
indicated I would like to 
make would be difficult 
but with those changes 
and the ability to man-
age the change, we will 
conduct business in a 
way that is more accept-
able to our citizens,” he 
said. “I intend to bring 
citizens into an oversight 
role within the depart-
ment and end the adver-
sarial relationship that 
exists in many parts of 
the county between the 
department’s deputies 
and citizens.  I want to 
bring modern technol-
ogy into the process,  
meaning we should start 
utilizing what’s available 
- optical storage disks, 
chips, artificial intelli-
gence,  parallel process-
ing,  optical computers,  
nanotechnology, the list 
goes on. For the resi-

dents, these are difficult 
to understand let alone 
embrace. But they rep-
resent important track-
ing capabilities that will 
help us reduce crime 
and use our man-and-
womanpower in a more 
effective manner.  I want 
law enforcement to par-
ticipate in the developing 
era of information tech-
nology used throughout 
the country to better 
serve communities.”

Harris said he will be 
strict with his command 
echelon in forcing it to 
be strict with the depart-
ment staff.

“I want to demand 
and will demand ac-
countability for all man-
agers in my administra-
tion  and that way we 
will be able to let our 
citizens know what they 
are getting for their mon-
ey,” he said. “I will have 
the performance with 
regard to every mem-
ber of the department 
prominently displayed 
and I will have that in-
formation incorporated 
into negotiations, so the 
cities we serve can see 
what they are getting for 
their money. I believe in 
the principle of holding 
those working for the 
public accountable and 
engaging in a philosophy 
of service that gives the 
public a clear picture of 
what the department be-
lieves in. By having con-
sistent overall values and 
goals for the department, 
we will take away the 

guesswork about what 
we are trying to achieve 
and what we are doing. 
This principle will also 
provide the same basis 
for operational strategies 
and a framework through 
which all branches of the 
department will operate 
and this will make evalu-
ation easier for those on 
the outside.” 

He believes in swift 
and intensive policing 
operations in dealing 
with bona fide criminal-
ity,  Harris said.

“Under my leader-
ship, the San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment will react in a way 
that emphasizes crime 
prevention through vig-
orous law enforcement,” 
he said. “I want to embed 
a message that intensive 
preventative law en-
forcement is important 
as a deterrent. The de-
partment must establish 
a commitment to work 
with the community 
to help the community 
help us.   Vigorous en-
forcement and vigorous  
prosecution of the per-
petrators who prey on 
our citizens will address 
those in community who 
will make accusations of 
the department being too 
weak.”

Fair and unbiased en-
forcement is a requisite, 
Harris said. 

“As a democratic soci-
ety we must project that 
we stand for democratic 
values,” he said. “Every 
deputy sheriff must be 

a living expression of 
the values and potential 
for the democracy we 
serve.  I will implement 
a new way of thinking, 
so that we embrace the 
community and become 
advocates for the com-
munity.” 

Harris is one of three 
candidates in this year’s 
race. He is challenging 
John McMahon, the in-
cumbent sheriff, who 
was appointed to the post 
following the resignation 
of former sheriff Rod 
Hoops midway through 
his term less than two 
years ago. Also running 
is Paul Schrader, a dep-
uty with the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s De-
partment. 

“I believe if you look 
at our backgrounds and 
our education and my 
vision, the difference 
between us is obvious,” 
Harris said of McMahon 
and Schrader. “I have 
not heard or seen vision 
from the other two can-
didates. They may have 
vision, but they have 
not expressed it. I have 
looked at their websites. 
I don’t see anything that 
stands out about what 
they believe. I have not 
heard them talk about 
fair and equitable treat-
ment of all citizens. I 
have not heard about 
what they consider to be 
our role within the law. I 
have not heard about our 
youth. I will engage our 
youth through elements 
of service. Our society 

has changed. Part of that 
change is we do not deal 
with the challenges we 
face, law enforcement 
and otherwise, just by 
locking people up. That 
is not to say we will not 
be putting people, and 
in this case I am talking 
primarily about young 
people, in jail. If the of-
fense is large enough and 
serious enough, we will 
not hesitate to jail people. 
But we have to be careful 
that we deal with young 
people who are at risk 
of embracing a criminal 
lifestyle in a way that is 
not counterproductive 
and we must take care 
not to push them into a 
life of crime by exposing 
them to hardened crimi-
nals who will then men-
tor them into a far more 
serious world of crimi-
nality. We have created 
more criminals by the 
sheriff’s department’s 
current policies in deal-
ing with juveniles than 
we have turned around.”

Harris said, “The big-
gest part of law enforce-
ment should ideally be 
crime prevention and 
deterrence. I have spent 
time in the academic 
world. That has given 
me a chance to look at 
the other side of society, 
not just that involved in 
law enforcement. I am 
advocating emphasiz-
ing human rights and 
civil rights protection. 
All I have heard from 
the others is the need to 
build more prisons. We 

are never going to prison 
build our way out of the 
situation we are in so-
cially. In today’s world 
we have to be flexible 
and have flexible poli-
cies to deal with what is 
changing. This county 
needs different medi-
cine to deal with differ-
ent problems. I have not 
heard from either of the 
other candidates about 
accountability, integrity, 
equal law enforcement 
or respect for others.”   

A San Bernardino 
High School graduate, 
Harris attended col-
lege at the University 
of La Verne, where he 
obtained a degree in 
business. He served in 
the U.S. Army. He held 
various jobs, includ-
ing management train-
ing positions with J.C. 
Penney and Ford Motor 
Company.  After a two 
year stint as a reserve 
deputy with the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s 
department from 1994 to 
1996, Harris was hired 
as a deputy. He remained 
with the department un-
til 1991, having achieved 
the rank of detective. He 
subsequently hired on 
with the Riverside Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, 
remaining in that assign-
ment until he retired in 
1999. 

He is currently a 
newspaper publisher. 

voters. Instead of having 
more accountability in 
the system to more peo-
ple, you have less. That 
was a mistake. They 
could have redrawn the 
elective duties in a dif-
ferent way that did not 
give one person essen-
tially all of the monetary 
collection, depositing, 
investing and account-
ing authority. This could 
have been done in a way 
that would have made 
more sense without 
eliminating the individ-
ual and independent lay-
ers of accountability.  If  
I were elected, I would 
advocate having the au-
ditor controller separat-
ed from the treasurer tax 
collector. 

In examining the 
merger and Walker’s ac-
quiescence in it, Mason 
said,”You have to look 
at his motivation. He 

Mason  from   page 
5
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Boeing Leaving 
SBIA  from  page 3 
Southern California Lo-
gistics Airport as the 
staging area for its sys-
tems flight testing, is 
a setback for San Ber-
nardino International.

Though it has an ul-
tra-modern concourse 
and terminal, which was 
completed at a cost of 
more than $136 million, 

San Bernardino Interna-
tional has virtually no 
commercial flight activ-
ity. There is little pros-
pect that will change in 
the near future. It is in 
direct competition with 
Ontario International 
Airport as a hosting 
ground for commercial 
carriers and flights into 
and out of Ontario have 
diminished over the last 
six years as flights at Los 

Angeles International 
Airport have risen. 

San Bernardino In-
ternational Airport was 
formerly Norton Air 
Force Base, which was 
shuttered by the Depart-
ment of Defense in 1994. 
Southern California Lo-
gistics Airport was for-
merly George Air Force 
Base, which was closed 
by the Department of 
Defense in 1992. 

received something like 
a $70,000 to $80,000 
bump in pay when this 
reorganization went 
through. Did he think 
this was a good idea or 
did he just want to get 
paid more? The transi-
tion does not make sense 
from the standpoint of 
better accountability and 
accounting integrity. It 
only makes sense from 
the standpoint that some-
body was going to make 
more money from doing 
it that way.”  

Mason said voters 
should consider the im-
plication of the con-
solidation as well as the 
degree to which account-
ability in the handling of 
the taxpayer’s money has 
been compromised, Ma-
son said. 

“The main differ-
ence between us is that I 
would not have accepted 
the merger,” Mason said. 
“I would have greater 
connectivity with the 
people. No one is listen-

ing to what the commu-
nity has to offer. I think 
that should be changed. 
If I am elected, I would 
serve as the administra-
tive head of all four de-
partments, but I would 
separate myself from 
them and make sure that 
all four functions are 
independent of one an-
other. If you are going 
to have those functions 
combined, they should 
be independent and the 
people overseeing them 
should be separate. They 
should be run as you 
would run separate com-
panies, with separate 
oversight. You should 
have independent de-
partment heads who can 
have no influence over 
one another, to ensure 
the public’s interest is 
well cared for.” 

In assessing why he 
makes a superior choice 
to Walker, Mason said, 

“Honestly, I am the 
one legally qualified to 
do the job based upon 
the requirements. Look 
at the qualifications to 
run for this office. There 
are six specific ones. Mr. 
Walker would not be able 

to run for this position if 
he was not the incum-
bent. To run for this post, 
you need to be a CPA or 
have a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting. He has 
neither of those qualifi-
cations. That says some-
thing about whether he 
should be there in the 
first place. The only rea-
son he is treasurer is he 
was on the board a long 
time before and he was 
appointed to the treasur-
er-tax collector position 
by the board of supervi-
sors when it made the 
mistake of folding those 
roles into the auditor 
controller’s office. That 
is the only way someone 
without the qualifica-
tions could get into that 
position. If you ask him, 
he will tell you he is not 
a CPA and that he does 
not have a degree in ac-
counting.”

Mason graduated 
from Piscataway  High 
School in New Jersey 
and received his under-
graduate degree from 
Western Governors Uni-
versity in Salt Lake City. 
He also has an MBA in 
finance from the Univer-

sity of Redlands. He is 
currently employed as a 
certified public accoun-

tant and financial advi-
sor. He formerly worked 
as a program system an-

alyst for Boeing. He is a 
single father. 

Mason Running 
For Treasurer-Tax 
Collector  from   
page 6
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taxes. 
This week Dunn re-

quested the council ap-
propriate $75,000 from 
the city’s general fund 
reserves “for two pur-
poses: to engage a firm 
to survey the citizens of 
Upland about the poten-
tial sales tax and business 
license tax measures and 
to engage the services of 
a public relations firm to 

assist staff in providing 
the public with accurate 
and correct information 
on many of the task force 
recommendations that 
will be addressed over 
the next 12 months. The 
estimated cost for these 
services are $27,000 and 
$48,000 respectively.”

Councilman Glenn 
Bozar, the leading ad-
vocate on the council 
for reducing city ex-
penses, in particular its 
pension costs before in-
creasing taxes, pointed 

out that the language 
in Dunn’s request, spe-
cifically  “providing the 
public with accurate and 
correct information on 
many of the task force 
recommendations” may 
involve  undertaking 
an effort to convince 
residents to approve the 
sales tax by means of the 
polling questions being 
asked.

Dunn had previously 
discussed the city’s pen-
sion cost increasing to 
$7.7 million per year in 

fiscal year 2014-15. Ac-
cording to the California 
Public Employees Re-
tirement System, pen-
sion costs are scheduled 
to increase by more than 
50 percent in the next 
six years. Currently, af-
ter working for the city 
for 30 to 35 years,  city 
employees are eligible 
to retire at the age of 55 
and receive 90 percent of 
their highest annual sal-
ary as a pension. Dunn’s 
projections indicate that 
nearly all revenue raising 

initiatives that are being 
considered will be con-
sumed by pension costs.

Bozar sought to con-
vince his colleagues that 
the informational cam-
paign Dunn is seeking 
could be done at less cost 
by including information 
in the utility bills the city 
sends to utility service 
customers. 

Bozar’s colleagues, 
however, said that they 
felt Dunn had to be given 
the support he requested.

Councilman Brendan 

Brandt expressed faith 
in Dunn’s judgment and 
decision-making, en-
couraging the others to 
approve his recommeda-
tion. 

“We do not have the 
money, but we need to 
find it and move for-
ward,” said councilwom-
an Debbie Stone. 

“I voted against that 
expenditure because I 
don’t think it is neces-
sary and it is an unwise 

Eleven of the 424 pub-
lic elementary schools 
statewide identified by  
California Superinten-
dent of Public Instruc-
tion Tom Torlakson 2014 
Calfiornia Distinguished 
Schools are located 
within San Bernardino 
County.

“It’s an annual honor 
to see the outstanding 
schools from our county 

recognized for the tre-
mendous work they do 
with the students, staff 
and communities,” San 
Bernardino County 
Superintendent Gary 
Thomas said. 

According to the Cali-
fornia Department of 
Education, schools cho-
sen for the Distinguished 
Schools distinction are 
among “California's 

most exemplary and in-
spiring public schools. 
Schools selected for the 
Distinguished School 
Award demonstrate sig-
nificant gains in nar-
rowing the achievement 
gap.”

The schools so hon-
ored in San Bernardino 
County this year are 
Alta Loma’s Hermosa 
Elementary in the Alta 

Loma School District; 
Ontario’s Liberty El-
ementary School in 
the Chino Valley Uni-
fied School District; 
Chino Hill’s Gerald F. 
Litel Elementary in the 
Chino Valley Unified 
School District; Chino’s 
Chino’s Oxford Prepa-
ratory Academy in the 
Chino Valley Unified 
School District; Alta 

Loma’s Caryn Elemen-
tary School in the Eti-
wanda School District 
and Etiwanda’s Wind-
rows Elementary School 
in the Etiwanda School 
District; Fontana’s  Oak 
Park Elementary School 
in the Fontana Unified 
School District;  Yucca 
Valley’s Yucca Mesa El-
ementary in the Morongo 
Unified School District 

Redlands’ McKinley El-
ementary School in the 
Redlands Unified School 
District and  Mentone 
Elementary School in 
the Redlands Unified 
School District; and Vic-
torville’s Galileo Acade-
my 101 in the Victor Ele-
mentary School District.

Eleven San Bernardino County Schools Recognized As Distinguished

a previous entitlement 
to build 114 homes, to 
be known Soquel Can-
yon Country Estates, as  
granted to Wayne Nap-
thal by the county of San 
Bernardino in 1989.  The 
project was reconstituted 

as the Ranch at Carbon 
Canyon in 2000, but it, 
too, never materialized. 

A tentative applica-
tion has been submitted 
for 23 other homes in the 
Carbon Canyon area, at 
the extreme end of Red 
Apple Lane south of 
Carbon Canyon Road. 

Stonefield LLC is re-
suming its attempt to 

make good on the 2009 
approval of 28 homes on 
35 acres within a gated 
community at the north-
east corner of Carbon 
Canyon Road and Fair-
way Drive.

The second largest 
pending project in Chino 
Hills is Forester Canyon 
Hills’ 141-acre gated 
community of 76 homes, 

described as “mini-
mansions” across from 
Hidden Hills and west of 
Canyon Hills Road. 

On October 20, 2009, 
Richard and Soledad 
Meaglia obtained an 
entitlement to subdi-
vide  6.64 acres into 11 
residential lots, two open 
space lots and one lot 
for a private street on 

the north side of Pin-
nacle Road south of Car-
bon Canyon Road.  The 
Meaglias have sold the 
property and the new 
owner intends to begin 
construction later this 
year. 

Recently, Caltrans 
redressed landslide is-
sues in the environs of 
property south of Car-

bon Canyon Road and 
east of Canon Lane  The 
elimination of rock and 
mudslide hazards, it is 
anticipated, will allow a 
38-dwelling unit project 
on 68 acres there that 
was originally approved 
for applicant Shanghai 
Aviation Industrial Cor-
poration by the county of 
San Bernardino in 1988.

Chino Hills Devel-
opmentst from front 
page 
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continue to respond to 
the effect and conse-
quences of the state pris-
on realignment, which is 
putting dangerous crimi-
nals into our communi-
ties. We first need to find 
the revenue to hire more 
sheriff’s deputies to staff 
the High Desert Deten-
tion Center and get more 
patrol coverage. We need 
to acknowledge that the 
jobs of our probation of-
ficers have changed dra-
matically with regard to 
the new state policy and 
that we have to stay on 
top of their needs.” 

Rutherford said the 
county also need to 
“take a look at fire and 
emergency response. 
The county fire depart-
ment is significantly into 
the county general fund 

and that is not sustain-
able. Instead of being 
sustained by fire district 
funds, the county fire di-
vision is now getting $18 
million in county gen-
eral funds. We need to 
create ways of looking at 
emergency response and 
do things more creative-
ly and efficiently.” 

For the county as 
well, Rutherford said, 
“Another broad cat-
egory is our reaction to 
the Affordable Care Act 
and  the newly insured 
portion of our popula-
tion and the remaining 
uninsured portion of our 
population and the effect 
this will have on the Ar-
rowhead Regional Medi-
cal Center. How many of 
our indigent population 
will still rely on county 
service? How does the 
county hospital shift its 
approach to a commu-
nity that now has other 
options for health care?” 

With regard to the pre-

serve and trail systems 
in Rancho Cucamonga, 
Rutherford said she is 
“trying to see if we can 
get additional funding 
for the accurate GPA 
mapping of the trail sys-
tem. We have to get that 
in place before working 
with community orga-
nizations on how to de-
velop and maintain those 
trails and make sure 
there is both pedestrian 
and equestrian access to 
the trails.”

Rutherford said her 
approach to improving 
the district and county’s 
economic outlook con-
sisted of “Finding how 
do we advocate with the 
state legislature and the 
governor to show that 
they are driving busi-
nesses out of the state. 
How do we make sure 
the South Coast Air 
Quality Management 
District doesn’t kill the 
logistics industry, which 
is what is keeping our lo-

cal economy going? We 
need to work with our 
business and education 
sectors to reform our 
school system to produce 
graduates who  have the 
technical skills the next 
generation of employees 
need. We have to help 
our young people be-
come entrepreneurs. It 
is not enough to import 
jobs and try to get inter-
national or national com-
panies to locate here. We 
have to grow our own.” 

Rutherford said, “My 
goal is that we all recog-
nize we have taken a bit 
of a back seat in getting 
our house in order and  
look at what programs 
give taxpayer the most 
bang for their buck. We 
should be giving those 
who receive public aid 
the skills to be indepen-
dent. We are just start-
ing that going and are  
at the very beginning of 
the process. That is why 
I hope to be reelected, to 

continue to work toward 
that end, attracting more 
money and funding. We 
need more private foun-
dation funding to repli-
cate those programs.” 

She said approaches 
to driving down the 
county fire department’s 
costs include “asking 
fire service to respond 
on how they deliver their 
services. Why do we 
have to roll a truck to 
every medical call? Who 
should transport if the 
subject has to go to the 
hospital? Is the fire dis-
trict organized as to get 
the most efficiency?” 

Rutherford is opposed 
by Randolph Beasley, a 
retired sheriff’s depart-
ment scientific division 
forensic examiner. She 
said she compares favor-
ably to him.

“I think I have a clear 
track record in support-
ing accountability and 
transparency in govern-
ing,” she said. “I’ve got 

a track record as a policy 
maker that has brought 
about some vibrant 
change in the county. I 
have helped restore con-
fidence in county gov-
ernment that is worthy of 
continuing, to see what 
progress we can make in 
the next four years.” 

A graduate of Ontario 
High School, Rutherford 
attended George Wash-
ington University before 
transferring to UC Riv-
erside, obtaining a bach-
elor’s degree in political 
science. She obtained 
a master’s degree in 
American politics at Cla-
remont Graduate School. 
She worked for State 
Senator Bill Leonard and 
then later rejoined his 
staff when he was on the 
Board of Equalization. 
She was on the Fontana 
City Council from 2000 
to 2010. Married, she has 
two children. 

Rutherford In 
Supervisorial Re-
election Bid  from   
page 5

Needles Economic Development Consultant Offers Brave Face But No Results
N E E D L E S — C i t y 

council members in Nee-
dles,  San Bernardino 
County’s smallest incor-
porated city, on April 
22 heard a report from 
the economic develop-
ment consultant hired 

by city manager Rick 
Daniels that was long 
on hopeful projection. 
But two months after 
the only grocery store 
in town gave indication 
it was going to pack up 
and leave, the effort to 

interest other retailers 
in establishing opera-
tions in the city located 
on the western bank of 
the Colorado River has 
fallen flat. 

Needles, which at the 
turn of the 19th to the 

20th Century was San 
Bernardino County’s 
third largest city, is to-
day the least populous 
of the county’s 24 incor-
porated municipalities. 
Once its population  ex-
ceeded 10,000. Today, it 

boasts fewer than 5,000 
residents. 

The town faces nu-
merous economic obsta-
cles and disadvantages. 
One is its remoteness. 
Driving distance from 
Needles to Barstow is 

144 miles one way. The 
trip from Needles to San 
Bernardino is 212 miles. 
Much of the local popu-
lation has an income that 
puts it below the poverty 

Continued on Page 10
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

Continued on Page 12 

Coroner case #701403323 –  On 04/27/2014 at 1:46 PM, a 911 call was received reporting a motorcyclist down on Highway 127 just south of Ibex Springs Road in 
rural Baker. Emergency medical services responded to find Raymond Jones, a 48 year old resident of Long Beach, dead at the scene. The California Highway Patrol 
is investigating the incident. [04292014 0838 SY]

Coroner Case #701403305 –  At 10:09 PM on 04/26/2014, Riverside County Sheriff Department deputies responded to Limonite Ave. and Sumner Ave. in Eastvale 
for a single vehicle rollover accident. Deputies arrived on scene and found Timothy Michael Hunt, a 39 year old resident of Eastvale, underneath an overturned Po-
laris off-road vehicle. Hunt was transported to an area hospital where he was pronounced dead of his injuries. An autopsy will be conducted to determine the cause 
of death. Riverside County Sheriff Department is investigating the incident.  [04272014 0611 CN]

Coroner case #701403219 – On 04/24/2014 at 12:40 am, the California Highway Patrol received a call reference a traffic accident on eastbound Interstate 210 just 
west of the Cherry Ave. off ramp in Fontana. Officers and paramedics arrived on scene to find a 2003 blue Mitsubishi Montero was traveling eastbound on Interstate 
210 when for an unknown reason, lost control and rolled over. The driver, 62 year old Fontana resident Carol Elaine Rowlen, was pronounced dead at the scene. The 
California Highway Patrol is investigating the incident. [042514 0857 SY]

Coroner case #701403247 – at 12:12 AM on 04/25/2014, the Eastvale Police Department received a 911 call reference a traffic collision at the intersection of Limo-
nite Ave and Hamner Ave. Deputies arrived to find that a White male adult was riding his bicycle southbound on Hamner Ave. He had the right of way and was cross-
ing the street at the crosswalk. A dark colored, 4-door sedan-type vehicle was traveling westbound on Limonite when it entered the intersection striking the bicyclist, 
who was in the intersection. The bicyclist was transported to Kaiser Ontario Medical Center where he died of his injuries at 1:50 AM. The name of the male bicyclist 
will be released once identification is confirmed and the next of kin is identified. The Eastvale Police Department is investigating the incident. [04252014 0554 CN]

Coroner case #701403233 –  At 2:47 PM on Thursday, 04/24/2014, Jimmy Don Parsons, a 60 year old resident of Riverside, was riding his motorcycle with his wife 
as passenger along Amboy Rd., approaching National Trails Highway, just south of Amboy, when his motorcycle left the roadway and crashed into the desert.  Para-
medics responded to the scene and pronounced Parsons dead at 3:18 PM.  The accident is under investigation by the California Highway Patrol. [04252014 0223 CN]

Coroner case #701403232 – At 1:45 PM on Thursday, 04/24/2014, Jerry Dean Douglas, a 63 year old resident of Hernando, Mississippi, was riding with friends 
along Amboy Rd., between Twentynine Palms and Amboy when his motorcycle left the roadway and overturned on the sand shoulder.  Paramedics from Morongo 
Basin Ambulance responded to the scene and pronounced Douglas dead at 3:00 PM.  The accident is under investigation by the California Highway Patrol. [04252014 
0114 CN]

that posted signage in-
forming motorists that 
the bus lanes are to be 
used exclusively by bus-
ses and that the mini-
mum fine for entering 
the bus lane is $341 
would deter drivers from 
doing what the driver of 
the SUV near E Street 
and Mill Street did on 
Monday afternoon. 

sbX  from page 2

level. Because sales tax 
is lower just across the 
river in Arizona and 
slightly further north in 
Nevada, local residents 
simply take the bridge to 
patronized out-of- state 
stores and gas stations. 

This has deprived the lo-
cal area of tax revenue 
for more than a genera-
tion, and has perpetu-
ated a resultant deterio-
ration in public facilities, 
infrastructure and insti-
tutions. 

Last year, the city 
council gambled on 
hiring Rick Daniels as 
city manager. A former 

trash company executive 
whose first major pub-
lic administration job 
was as the city manager 
of Desert Hot Springs, 
Daniels convinced the 
Needles City Council 
that he had multiple con-
tacts within the private 
sector that could be uti-
lized to facilitate the at-
traction of businesses to 

Needles. 
To land Daniels, the 

city council offered 
him an initial salary of 
$197,000 per year with 
annual increases of 
$10,000, which was al-
most double what it was 
paying to interim city 
manager Dave Brown-
lee. 

Sparking the eco-

nomic transformation of 
Needles he confidently 
predicted he could effec-
tuate proved a tougher 
job than Daniels an-
ticipated and he subse-
quently convinced the 
city council that it should 
retain Michael Bracken 
as an economic develop-
ment consultant.

 For Bracken, how-

ever, the task has proven 
equally daunting.  In late 
March, the city was giv-
en an unmistakable sig-
nal of the further dete-
rioration of its  economy, 
when it received word 
that Bashas’, the city’s 
only grocery store, will 
close on May 9.

On April 22 Bracken 
provided a report to the 
council on his efforts. He 
said he has coordinated 
with Amtrak in its effort 
to interest a commercial 
broker in managing the 
El Garces intermodal 
transportation facility 
and leasing it to various 
tenants. Bracken indicat-
ed he has dialogued with  
Stater Brothers, Wal-
Mart, Dollar General, 
Family Dollar, In-N-Out 
Burger, Five Guys Burg-
ers, Rio Ranch Market, 
AutoZone, Circle K, Jer-

Needles Spinning Its 
Economic Wheels  
from page 9
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The Visually Striking Steller’s Jay
County Wildlife CornerSubscribe to 

the Sentinel
Never miss an issue. Read it weekly from the 
comfort of your own home.

Ordering your one year email subscription is 
quick and easy.

Send a check or money order for $30.00 pay-
able to the Sentinel, to:  10808 Foothill Blvd., 
Suite 160-446, Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91730. Include your name, city of resi-
dence, phone number and email address.

The Steller's Jay , 
an inhabitant of the 
north-facing side of the 
San Bernardino Moun-
tains, is visually strik-
ing. With deep blue and 
black plumage and a 
long, shaggy crest, adult 
Steller’s  Jays of the va-
riety that populate San 
Bernardino County have 

a small white patch that 
accompanies blue ver-
tical 'eyebrows' above 
each eye.

The front of a Steller’s 
Jay is black, and the rear 
is deep blue. The black 
extends midway down 
its back and down its 
breast. It has faint, dark 
barring on its wings.  
The juvenile appears 
similar to the adult, but 
has a slightly browner 
head and lacks the blue 
eyebrows of the adult.

he Steller's Jay has 
a more slender bill and 
longer legs than the Blue 
Jay and has a much more 
pronounced crest. It is 
also somewhat larger.

Omnivorous, Steller's 

Jays are found of forests 
of any type, but are par-
ticularly partial to co-
niferous ones. Roughly 
two third of their diet 
is plants and vegetation 
and roughly a third is in-
sects and small animals. 
They gather food from 
the ground and from 
trees. They eat  seeds, 
nuts, berries and other 
fruit. They will feast 
upon invertebrates, eggs, 
small rodents, and nest-
lings when available, as 
well as  small reptiles, 
both snakes and lizards. 
They will stow acorns 
and conifer seeds in the 
ground or in trees for 
consumption in the win-
ter. They will scavenge 
human improvements 
for food, and people find 
it is easy to lure them to 
a feeder with black-oil 
sunflower seeds, white 
striped sunflower seeds, 
cracked corn, shelled 
raw peanuts and whole 

raw peanuts. The birds 
will seek out suet in the 
winter. 

Steller’s Jays breed 
by constructing nests in 
a conifer or a  hollow in 
a tree. The birds utilize 

(9.8 to 16.9 in)) a num-
ber of natural materi-
als or scavenged trash, 
often mixed with mud 
to construct these nests, 
which are generally 10 
to 17 inches in diam-
eter. A Steller’s Jay hen 
will lay between two to 
six oval and glossy eggs 
during breeding season. 
The egg shells tend to be 

pale greenish-blue with 
brown- or olive-colored 
speckles. The clutch is 

usually incubated en-
tirely by the female for 
about 16 days.[

Similar to other Jays, 
the Steller's Jay has 
wide range of vocaliza-
tions, with the harsh 
SHACK-Sheck-sheck-
sheck-sheck-sheck and 
skreeka! skreeka! Being 
the most common call. 
They also emit a softer 
and breathier hoodle 
hoodle sound. Its alarm 
cry is a harsh, nasal wah. 
Some calls are sex-spe-
cific: females produce 
a rattling sound, while 
males make a high-

pitched gleep gleep.
The Steller's Jay will 

also faithfully mimic the 
vocalizations of many 
species of birds, other 
animals, and sounds of 
non-animal origin. It of-
ten will imitate the calls 
from birds of prey such 
as the Red-tailed Hawk, 
Red-shouldered Hawk, 
and Osprey, causing 
other birds to seek cover 
and flee feeding areas.
They are also believed to 
replicate the sound of a 
cell phone ringing. 

of preservation profes-
sionals is that the Route 
66 alignment itself is 
eligible for the National 
Register, however, the 
transportation and re-
lated roadside features 
such as wooden trestle 
bridge structures or 
roadside architectural 
features will need to be 
evaluated separately for 
eligibility.  This opinion 
seems to imply that the 
bridges would not auto-
matically be protected 
under a future Route 66 
National Register status 
by simply being a fea-
ture of the road itself.   
A study evaluating for 
NRHP status the indi-
vidual eligibility of all 
of the 136 bridges and 
large culverts between 
Daggett and Mountain 
Springs Road on histor-
ic Route 66 is currently 
being prepared as part 
of the County of San 
Bernardino’s “Dola and 
Lanzit Bridge replace-
ment projects.” 

Lardner/Klein also 
reported the following 
findings with regard to 
that study:  “The County 
of San Bernardino cur-
rently maintains the 128 
timber trestle bridges.  
Of these 128 timber 
trestle bridges 127 are 
on National Trails High-
way (NTH) the prede-
cessor to Route 66, and 
one timber trestle bridge 
is on Ludlow Road, an 
original portion of the 
Route 66 alignment im-
mediately to the west of 
Crucero Road.  Of the 
127 timber trestle bridg-
es/structures on NTH, 
31 are not eligible for 
federal historic bridge 
repair and/or replace-
ment funding as they 
are less than 20 feet in 
length and are officially 
classed as culverts and 
not bridges.

“By the mid-1940s, 
the State of California 

recognized the need to 
rebuild its aging timber 
trestle highway bridges 
statewide, and several 
articles were published 
by the Division of High-
ways detailing the need 
for reconstruction.  At 
this time, the State of 
California clearly recog-
nized that all U.S High-
way 66 timber trestle 
bridges between Daggett 
and Mountain Springs 
Road were quickly ap-
proaching the end of 
their design and eco-
nomical service life.”

Yet, Lardner/Klein 
states,  “Seventy years 
later, the county of San 
Bernardino is attempt-
ing to maintain the same 
bridges—a very expen-
sive and difficult task.”  
But, the “California’s 
State Historical Build-
ing Code (http://www.
dgs.ca.gov/dsa/AboutUs/
shbsb/shbsb_health_
safety.aspx) – provides 
a tool for historic pres-
ervation,” which would 
alleviate some of the 
expense of maintain-
ing historic properties.  
The law provides that 
qualified historic struc-
tures would not be re-
quired to comply with 
current code standards. 
Alternative provisions 
in California Code Sec-
tion 18961 provides for 
consultation with the 
State Historical Building 
Safety Board regarding 
the treatment of quali-
fied historical buildings 
or structures.  

Even so, raised are 
two potential issues and/
or concerns with the 
application of the Cali-
fornia State Historical 
Building Code as it ap-
plies to historic Route 66 
on federal lands.  First, 
if any given bridge is 
determined not eligible 
for the National Register 
of Historic Places, then 
it cannot be considered 
to be a qualified historic 
property thus it appears 
the alternative historic 

building code would not 
apply.  Second, if a prop-
erty is considered to be 
eligible for listing, it is 
unclear whether utiliza-
tion of a less restrictive 
State Code on federal 
historic properties is al-
lowable if federal funds 
are involved.   Further, 
if the Federal Highway 
Administration’s fund-
ing process requires re-
view under the National 
Environmental Policy 
Act and Section 106 of 
the National Historic 
Preservation Act guide-
lines then the utilization 
of a State Code may not 
be feasible.  Resolution 
of these issues and con-
cerns over the course 
of the corridor manage-
ment plan  project is an-
ticipated.

Route 66/National 
Trails Highway is an im-
portant emergency alter-
native when Interstate 40 
is closed due to a main-
tenance issue or emer-
gency situations such as 
an accident on the high-
way.  It thus serves an 
important transportation 
function in addition to 
its historic scenic, rec-
reational and local busi-
ness uses.  It is used by at 
least two state agencies, 
the California Highway 
Patrol and Caltrans. 
However, according to 
Lardner/Klein the align-
ment has never been of-
ficially designated as an 
emergency corridor by 
the State of California 
despite repeated requests 
by the county of San 
Bernardino.  Failure to 

designate the road as an 
emergency corridor has 
rendered the route ineli-
gible to receive federal 
or state funding targeted 
specifically for emergen-
cy detour routes.    

We need to hear all 
of our San Bernardino 
County region candi-
dates for state assem-
bly and senate positions 
this election season say 
that they will endeavor 
to obtain designation of 
Route 66 through San 
Bernardino County as an 
emergency detour route. 
Consider this:  other 
bridges such as the “Big 
Mac,” the Mackinac sus-
pension bridge in Michi-
gan is under constant 
maintenance 9 months 
out of the year.  Isn’t an 
emergency escape corri-

dor for the millions liv-
ing in Los Angeles and 
the “Inland Empire” just 
as important?

 
Syndicated 2014, 

Ruth Musser-Lopez—
Small quotes citing au-
thor, the Sentinel and 
publication date are per-
missible under copyright 
law.  Please respect the 
rights of those quoted 
herein by referencing 
source:  Lardner/Klein 
may be contacted at cart-
66cmp@lardnerklein.
com.  Permission to re-
print this article may be 
obtained by contacting 
Ruth at the Archaeologi-
cal Heritage Association 
(AHA) 760/885-9374 or 
via email at Ruth@Riv-
erAHA.org.

Route 66 Bridges  
from page 3
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California Style
Sneaking Around

By Grace Bernal

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 

Read The
Sentinel On The

 World Wide Web!                                                                                         
  To visit our blog, sim-

ply type http://sbsenti-
nel.com/ into your URL 
box and hit enter.  You 
can view the Sentinel, 
read individual articles, 
offer comments and 
search our archives from 
the convenience of your 
pc, laptop, Blackberry or 

iPhone.

The rising tempera-
tures of the last few 
days have blazed  up 
the atmosphere of San 
Bernardino County. The 
big news on the fashion 
scene deals with young 
men and their fantastic 
sneakers. These shoes 
of comfort, quiet and 

speed are making fash-
ion news. Young men 

are wearing their sneak-
ers just like women wear 
their handbags. And as 
one guy dares to make 

a bold statement, the 
next fellow is inspired 

to take it even further. 
Friends are moving 
friends into the fashion 
forefront. Some of the 
window decorations are 
even devoting sections 
to men’s sneakers. It is a 
guy thing ,these sneak-
ers, and  men are angling 
to put the world’s visual 

around, in sneakers, that 
is. Happy spring and 
keep on moving!

"If there were some-
thing that I was going to 
endorse, it would prob-
ably be something like 
sneakers."

-Justin Timberlake

focus on these sporty 
shoes. Go ahead! Sneak 

use of public funds,” Bo-
zar told the Sentinel. “If 
you want to educate the 
public as to what these 
measures are, you could 
do it through our utility 
bills at a fraction of the 
cost.”

Indications were that 
Steve Lambert of the 
20/20 Network would 
be given the $48,000 
no-bid contract to lobby 
the public with regard 
to passing the half per-
cent sales tax. The 20/20 
Network is a communi-
cations firm  headed by 
Lambert and Tim Gal-
lagher specializing in 
media and community 
relations, branding, stra-
tegic planning and crisis 
management. Lambert 
is the former editor of 
the Inland Valley Daily 
Bulletin, the most widely 
circulated daily newspa-
per in Upland. The 20/20 
Network represented the 
city of Rialto in its pub-
lic relations effort to pro-

Upland Hires Lob-
byist To Push Tax 
Proposal from page 
8

mote the privatization of 
its water division, blunt-
ing resident outrage over 
a resultant 115 percent 
increase in water rates in 
that city. 

On May 1, Lambert  
told the Sentinel materi-

als for public consump-
tion would not be ready 
for at least another two 
weeks. “We will be sit-
ting down with the city 
to do a strategic review 
in the next couple of 
days,” Lambert said. 

sey Mike’s, Del Taco, 
99 Cents Only, Farmer 
Boys Restaurants, Smart 

and Final Markets, Pan-
da Express Restaurants, 
Dunkin Donuts and El 
Pollo Loco.

There is also a report 
that an Indian  tribe is 
interested in developing 
a casino at the corner of 
River Road and Broad-
way.

So far, according to 
Bracken, none of these 
prospects has panned 
out, but he said the city 
will continue its efforts 
to nterest corporations 
and businesses, large 
and small, local and na-
tional, in setting up shop 
in Needles. 

Needles Economic 
Development Ef-
forts Foundering 
from page 10


