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Stateline Solar 
Project Given 
County Okay

Dr. Cebrun, Embattled Rialto 
Schools Superintendent, Quits

Mobile Home Residents Chino Once Sought To
  Protect Have Now Filed Suit Against The City 

  Countywide Legal Defense Contract Awarded To Politically Well-Connected Firm

Candidate Match-Ups Materialize For County’s June Primary Election
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Judge’s Ruling Rescinds County Approval Of Joshua Tree Dollar General

Donald Alvarez

Earl Carter

Dr. Harold Cebrun

The board of supervi-
sors this week awarded a 
lucrative county contract 
for the provision of what 
is known as conflict rep-
resentation for indigent 
defendants in the coun-
ty’s courts to a firm that 
was underbid by its com-
petitors on two portions 
of the contract.

Conflict represen-
tation for a defendant 
without the financial 

means to hire an attor-
ney to represent him/her 
comes about when the 
crime he/she is charged 
with involves [an]other 
defendant[s] of likewise 
modest financial means 
who is represented by 
the public defender’s of-
fice, which is dedicated 
to providing a defense 
to the county’s accused 
who are without the 
wherewithal to retain an 

attorney on their own. In 
those cases where one or 
more of the defendants 

is contending or may 
contend that he/she is be-
ing accused of a crime 
actually committed by 
his/her codefendant[s], 
a separate attorney is 
needed to prevent one 
defendant from being 
exploited by the defense 
but on by the other de-
fendant. 

Whereas previously 
three separate law firms 
provided the conflict rep-

resentation, the county, 
by its action this week, 
is allowing a law firm 
headed by Earl Carter to 
handle all of the county’s 
conflict representation. 

Through December 
31, 2013, four law firms 
had contracts to serve as 
conflict attorneys rep-
resenting defendants in 
San Bernardino County.  
The Law Firm of David 
Goldstein had 

Rialto Unified School 
District Superintendent 
Harold Cebrun, who was 
caught up in the Judith 
Oakes scandal just as the 
current school year was 
beginning, elected to re-
tire earlier this month, 
effective March 31.

Former district ac-
countant Judith Oakes, 
who stands accused of 
stealing $1.8 million in 
lunch money proceeds 
from the district’s Nu-
trition Services Depart-

ment over the past eight 
years, was alleged to 
have had a personal rela-
tionship with the super-
intendent.

The county board of 
supervisors this week 
held a public hearing 
at which it certified the 
environmental impact 
report for the Desert 
Stateline solar project, 
adopting a finding of 
overriding consider-
ations and approving the 
issuance of two produc-
tion groundwater well 
permits to allow the proj-
ect to proceed.

The federal govern-
ment has given go-ahead 
to Tempe, Ariz.-based 
First Solar Inc.’s  2.6 
square mile Stateline So-
lar Project, which is to be 
located just west of the 
California/Nevada bor-
der near Primm, Nevada 
in the Ivanpah Valley.

First Solar’s Stateline 
project will utilize mir-
rors to focus the sun’s 
rays on a heating tower 
to run a steam turbine, 
thereby yielding roughly 
223 megawatts, adequate 
electricity for 82,800 
households.

The project needed 
go-ahead from the coun-
ty, as the local land use 
authority, to proceed.

According to  Tom 
Hudson, the director of 
the county’s land use 
services department, he 
and his department are 
relying upon a March 18, 
2008 memorandum of 
understanding between 
the county and the Bu-
reau of Land Manage-
ment that he said “estab-
lished guidelines for an 
effective, efficient and 
cooperative process for 
conducting environmen-
tal reviews of proposed 
projects that are located 
on public lands managed 
by the BLM and that 
may or may not include 
private land under the ju-
risdiction of the county.”

Hudson said the fed-
eral government had 
already certified the 
project as being in com-
pliance with the provi-
sions of the 

Four years after the 
city of Chino threw its 
weight behind a group 
of mobile home park 
residents in their ongo-
ing difficulties with their 
landlord, those residents 
have turned on the city 
and have filed a lawsuit 
against the municipality.

In 2009, the owner of 
the Lamplighter Mobile 
Home Park, Tom Mor-
gan and his company, 
Chino MHC LP, sought 
to subdivide the park and 

develop property within 
that would be vacated by 
its residents or sell the 
coach spaces to any resi-
dents willing to purchase 
them.

The planning com-
mission approved the 
subdivision of the park 
at 4400 Philadelphia St., 
essentially allowing the 
rental units to be turned 
into ownership lots.

On April 20, 2010, the 
city council overturned 
the planning commis-

sion.
The city council took 

the action largely out of 
sympathy for the mo-
bile home park’s 260 
residents, many of whom 
are elderly and living on 
fixed incomes. The city 
has long had a rent con-
trol ordinance which sets 
rents at the Lamplighter 
at two-thirds of the con-
sumer price index. Rent-
al rates for Lamplighter 
residents ranged from 
$300 to $600.

Elections for all seven 
of the county offices up 
for a vote this year will 
be contested. 

In San Bernardino 
County, elections run on 
a four-year cycle, with 
the heaviest elective sea-
son falling in the year 
where the California gu-
bernatorial elections are 
held. Thus, this year, the 
district attorney, sheriff, 
treasurer-tax collector, 
assessor and superinten-

dent of county schools 
and the supervisors in 
the county’s Second 
and Fourth districts are 
up for election. In the 
years corresponding to 
the presidential election, 
supervisors in the first, 
third and fifth district 
must stand for election.

Mike Ramos, the dis-
trict attorney first elect-
ed in 2002 who had no 
opposition in 2006 and 
turned back challenges 

by Frank Guzman and 
Robert Conaway in 2010, 
is being opposed this 
year by Grover Merritt, a 
deputy district attorney 
who formerly headed 
the district attorney’s of-
fice’s appellate unit. 

Sheriff John McMa-
hon, who was appointed 
to that position by the 
board of supervisors in 
2012 following the res-
ignation of then-sheriff 
Rod Hoops, will face 

two challengers in June, 
former San Bernardino 
County sheriff’s depart-
ment lieutenant Clifton 
Harris and current Los 
Angeles sheriff’s de-
partment deputy Paul 
Schrader. 

Incumbent Treasur-
er-Tax Collector Larry 
Walker is being opposed 
by certified public ac-
countant Ensen Ma-
son, who previously ran 
against Walker. In San 

Bernardino County, the 
treasurer-tax collector’s 
function has been com-
bined with that of the au-
ditor-controller. Walker 
was first elected as au-
ditor controller recorder 
in 1998 after serving 12 
years as Fourth District 
supervisor. He has been 
the treasurer tax collec-
tor for more than three 
years, following the con-
solidation of the treasur-
er and auditor 

A Superior Court 
judge has suspended, at 
least for the time being, 
the county’s approval of 
a permit to construct a 
chain discount store in 
Joshua Tree. 

In January 2013 the 
county planning com-
mission by a 4-1 vote 
approved a proposal by 
Dynamic Development 
in conjunction with the 

Goodlettsville, Tennes-
see–based Dollar Gen-
eral Corp. to establish 
a Dollar General store 
at the corner of Twen-
tynine Palms Highway 
and Sunburst Avenue in 
Joshua Tree.

Maintaining that they 
prided themselves on 
the rustic character of 
their town, a number of 
people in the commu-

nity including the entire 
membership of the Josh-
ua Tree Downtown Busi-
ness Alliance,  resisted 
the proposal to build the 
9,100-square foot Dollar 
General. They said the 
presence of a national 
corporate retail estab-
lishment would com-
promise the Old West 
ambience of a desert 
town that relies on tour-

ism. They appealed the 
planning commission’s 

approval to the board of 
supervisors. 

In June 2013, the 
board of supervisors 
held a public hearing to 
consider the appeal that 
incorporated a video 
hook-up with the meet-
ing room at the Joshua 
Tree Community Cen-
ter, allowing Joshua Tree 
residents to lodge their 
protests without 
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a $9.35 million contract 
to provide conflict at-
torney representation 
in the West Valley re-
gion of San Bernardino 
County. The law firm 
of Carter Spring, Shank 
& O’Connor,  headed 
by Earl Carter and Jim 
Spring, had an $18.75 
million contract to rep-
resent defendants in the 

East Valley as well as 
a $12 million contract 
to represent defendants 
in the county’s North 
Desert Region. Attor-
ney John Burdick had a 
$1.875 million contract 
to do conflict represen-
tation in the East Desert 
region.

On September 26, 
2013, County Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Greg 
Devereux approved the 
solicitation of bids for 
court-appointed adult in-
digent defense represen-

tation service providers. 
A proposal evaluation 
committee consisting 
of representatives of the 
county and the Supe-
rior Court was formed 
to review the submitted 
proposals. When that 
committee did not arrive 
on a decision on which 
firms to extend the con-
flict representation con-
tracts to by December, 
the board of supervi-
sors extended the con-
tracts with Carter Spring 
Shank & O’Connor, the 

Goldstein Law Firm and 
attorney John Burdick 
through March 2014 for 
$2,450,000, $1,070,000 
and $200,000, respec-
tively.

In response to the 
September 26 bid so-
licitation, six law firms 
submitted bid proposals 
for the work, including 
Earl Carter’s firm under 
the name Inland De-
fenders; Burdick under 
the name Contract De-
fenders; Greenline Part-
ners, headed by attor-

neys Daniel Greenberg 
and Raj Maline; Robert 
Ponce; the law firm of 
Brown, White and New-
house; and the law firm 
of  Skipper, Singer & As-
sociates.

The county board of 
supervisors this week, 
in the words of County 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer Greg Devereux, ap-
proved an agreement 
with Inland Defenders 
“to provide adult indi-
gent defense services in 
an amount not to exceed 
$8,000,000 annually and 

$20,000,000 total over 
the 30-month term of 
April 1, 2014 through 
September 30, 2016 with 
two additional one-year 
options if in the best in-
terest of the county.”

That contract applies 
to all four of the county’s 
regions.

Devereux made his 
recommendation and the 
board its vote in favor of 
Inland Defenders despite 
the consideration that 
with regard to the con-
tract for representation 
of the East Valley region, 
Inland Defenders was 
substantially underbid 
by Greenline Partners 
and with regard to the 
contract for representa-
tion of the North Desert 
it was underbid by both 
Greenline Partners and 
Robert Ponce. 

Inland Defenders bid 
$3,085,680 on the East 
Valley portion of the 
project. Greenline bid 
$2,142,480 on the East 
Valley portion of the 
project.

Inland Defenders 
bid $1,847,880 on the 
North Desert portion of 
the contract. Greenline 
bid $1,347,840 on the 
North Desert portion of 
the contract. Ponce bid 
$1,500,300 on the North 
Desert portion of the 
contract.

Devereux’s recom-
mendation was based in 
large measure by a re-
view done by a team of 
evaluators consisting of  
Superior Court judges 
Annemarie Pace and 
John Vander Feer as well 
as chief assistant county 
counsel Michelle Blake-
more and deputy county 
counsel Phoebe Chu.

The evaluation com-
mittee of Pace, Vander 

having to make the 200-
mile round trip to the 
county seat to be heard.

Gus Romo and Ernie 
Perea, planners with the 
county’s department of 
land use services who 
previously recommend-
ed that the commission 
approve Dynamic Devel-
opment’s conditional use 
permit application, set 

the groundwork for their 
boss, Terri Rahhal, the 
planning director for the 
county, who was tasked 
with reiterating the plan-
ning division’s earlier 
analysis and findings and 
building a case to justify 
the store at its proposed 
location. 

 Romo and Perea 
maintained the 1.45 acre 
site is compatible from a 
land use standpoint with 
the applicant’s plans. 
Romo and Perea stated 
in a jointly authored re-

port and recommenda-
tion, “This area of 29 
Palms Highway is des-
ignated for commercial 
development and intend-
ed to cater to pedestrian 
and vehicular traffic. 
The project is considered 
a general retail use per-
mitted within the Joshua 
Tree Community Plan 
zoning designation sub-
ject to approval of a use 
permit. Therefore, the 
proposed development 
and retail use are consid-
ered compatible with the 

surrounding land uses 
and general plan land 
use designations.”

The board of supervi-
sors denied the appeal 
and approved the project.

Joshua Tree residents 
and the downtown busi-
ness alliance filed a law-
suit the following month, 
asserting the county’s 
land use services divi-
sion did not fully exam-
ine the negative impacts 
of the project, including 
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cutting into the profit-
ability of preexisting 
businesses and upsetting 
the rural character of the 
district. 

San Bernardino Coun-
ty Superior Court Judge 
Donald Alvarez sided 
with the plaintiff, ruling 
that the county needs to 
rescind Dynamic Devel-
opment, LLC’s permit 
for the Dollar General 
retail store while county 
undertakes the prepara-
tion of an environmen-
tal impact report which 
Alvarez directed should 
specifically analyze the 
potential economic ef-
fects on surrounding 
businesses.

The county’s mitigat-
ed negative declaration 
of any untoward impacts 
of the project was insuf-
ficient, Alvarez ruled, in 
part because the analysis 

of the possible economic 
effects to existing busi-
nesses, which could re-
sult in urban decay, had 
not been done previous-
ly. 

In reaching his con-
clusion, Alvarez relied 
upon a 29-year-old case 
pertaining to proposed 
new development in a 
less-than-highly-urban-
ized setting, the ski-re-
sort community of Bish-
op. In that case, the court 
determined the Califor-
nia Environmental Qual-
ity Act called upon the 
governmental agency 
overseeing the project 
to “consider the second-
ary or indirect environ-
mental consequences 
of economic and social 
changes.”

Though Alvarez said 
the California Environ-
mental Quality Act is 
“not a fair competition 
statutory scheme intend-
ed to protect against eco-
nomic competition,” he 
said the impact on preex-

isting businesses “must 
be considered if the loss 
of businesses affects the 
physical environment by 
causing or increasing ur-
ban decay.”

David Fick, speaking 
on behalf of the plain-
tiffs, told the Sentinel, 
“The Joshua Tree Down-
town Business Alliance 
commends Judge Al-
varez’ decision that re-
quires the county to do 
an environmental impact 
report for the approval/
disapproval of the Dollar 
General project accord-
ing to California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act 
requirements.” 

Dynamic Develop-
ment has given indica-
tion it will very likely 
appeal Alvarez’s ruling 
to the state appellate 
court in Riverside. Mark 
Ostoich, an attorney rep-
resenting Dynamic De-
velopment, said the proj-
ect met all the criteria of 
an acceptable property 
use.

The land uses sur-
rounding the project site 
consist of single-family 
residential uses located 
within commercial zon-
ing to the south across 29 
Palms Highway, single-
family residential uses 
within multi-family zon-
ing to the north across 
Commercial Street, va-
cant commercial land to 
the east across Sunburst 
Avenue, and vacant 
commercial land to the 
west across Mountain 
View Street. 

Opponents of the 
store alleged the project 
was inconsistent with 
Joshua Tree’scommunity 
plan, which encourages 
small businesses. The 
lawsuit also raised the is-
sue of the project requir-
ing a traffic study. Alva-
rez did not find in favor 
of the plaintiffs on those 
issues. 

Rahhal said that the 
county was not bound by 

By Ruth Musser-Lopez
“’Then and Now’ 

photograph perspective” 
was historian Dennis G. 
Casebier’s ingenious re-
sponse. 

The question? 
“Everyone Loves 

Route 66… but how do 
we get our share?” Jim 
Klein of Lardner/Klein 
Landscape Architects 
asked the packed room 
of stakeholders attend-
ing one of the Bureau 
of Land Management’s 
(BLM’s) three scoping 
meetings, this one held 
in the Needles High 
School cafeteria.  The 
scoping effort is a pre-
lude to the preparation 
of a “Route 66 Corridor 
Management Plan.” The 
BLM is the lead agency 
since 98% of the seg-
ment of the route be-
tween Barstow and the 
Colorado River under 
consideration is on BLM 
land; Lardner/Klein, a 
Virginia based firm, has 
been contracted to pre-
pare the plan.  See last 
week’s 3/7/2014 Glimpse 
article for more details 
on this effort.

The public has been 
given 30 days after this 
last scoping meeting to 
submit their comments 
and suggestions for in-

clusion in the Route 66 
Corridor Management 
Plan to  Lardner/Klein 
Landscape Architects, 
Attn: Route 66 Corri-
dor Management Plan, 
815 North Royal Street, 
Suite 200,  Alexandria, 
Virginia, 22314 or by 
email at:  cart66cmp@
lardnerklein.com.

“We got a sense that 
everyone loves Route 66 
back in November when 
we were here on the 

about what are the im-
portant things and expe-
riences along Route 66,” 
“What is so special about 
it?” “What resources 
along the route are of 
greatest interest?  and 
why?”  Klein suggested 
that the public view the 
road from different per-
spectives since defining 
the corridor is also an 
aspect of the plan.  What 
land forms and features 

miles away. “What are 
the concerns?”  “How 
can the important things 
be protected?” “How can 
we preserve and enhance 
special qualities or attri-
butes?”  “How must we 
support visiting travelers 
by telling the story of the 
Route 66?”  “How will 
Route 66 be managed 
over time to sustain its 
resources 10 years, until 
2024 and beyond?”

Citizens in support 
of the effort have been 
submitting their lists 
and making suggestions.  
One thing has become 
abundantly clear and 
that is that automobile 
service stations, refresh-
ment stands, restaurants, 
bars, markets and stores, 
homes, structures, com-
munities that once ex-
isted along Route 66 are 
no more or are only a 
ghostly shadow of what 
they once were. 

“You’re limited to 
what is still there, the 
integrity of what is still 
intact…you don’t have 
but 10% of it—its gone,” 
remarked Casebier, who 
founded the Mojave Des-
ert Heritage and Cultural 
Association (MDHCA) 
located at the historic 

Goffs schoolhouse locat-
ed along Route 66.

Casebier, a prolific 
writer and historian 

known by various names 
going back through time 
including I- 40, Route 66 
1933 alignment, Route 

Siberia Service Station Post Office “then” as 
shown in a 1939 Burton Frasher postcard im-
age.  Mom and Pop stores sprung up all along 

Route 66 in it’s heyday (photo courtesy MDHCA 
and the Frasher Foto Postcard Collection, Po-
mona Public Library http://content.ci.pomona.

ca.us/u?/Frasher,2024).
guided bus tour--when 
we saw the various re-
sources along the route 
between Barstow and 
Needles” Klein said. 

Being sought were 
“ideas and thoughts 

shape the total travel ex-
perience including fore-
ground areas up to ¼ 
mile, mid-ground areas 
¼ mile to 7 miles and 
background areas 7-20 

taught history at Cal Poly 
Pomona and is a former 
high ranking Navy of-
ficer who while work-
ing in Washington D. 
C. spent much of his off 
duty hours conducting 
research at the National 
Archives investigat-
ing the military history 
of the outposts, camps 
and forts along the Old 
Government Road also 
known as the Mojave 
Road which road is an 
earlier, more northerly 
historic alignment of the 
American transcontinen-
tal 35th parallel route.  
This route has been 

66 1926 alignment, Na-
tional Trails Road, Santa 
Fe-Grand Canyon Road, 
transcontinental railroad 
with various names and 
owners, some realign-
ments.  It was also called 
the Mojave Road and 
before that it was a pre-
historic network of foot 
trails used by the Mojave 
Indians.   

Casebier’s own out-
post, the MDHCA in 
Goffs, includes both 
an indoor and outdoor 
museum of east Mo-
jave memorabilia and 

Bagdad,   “then” shown above in Frasher’s post-
card. Bagdad is nearly as old as the transconti-

nental railroad, dating from 1883.
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Feer, Blakemore and 
Chu ranked the com-
petitors using a process 
by which each firm was 
eligible to receive up to a 
maximum of 100 points 
each measuring the level 
of service they offered, 
for a total maximum 
score of 400 based upon 
the rankings of all four 
evaluators.

Inland Defenders 
scored a rank of 353. 
Contract Defenders 
scored 315. Greenline 
Partners was ranked at 
309. The Ponce law firm 
achieved a 306 rank-
ing. Skipper, Singer and 
Associates as well as 
Brown, White & New-
house scored an identical 
240.

In his report to the 
board of supervisors on 
the contract agreement 
this week, Devereux in-
dicated that the bottom-
line cost of the service 
was not a controlling 
factor in the bid comple-
tion. He equivocated 
somewhat with respect 
to whether Inland De-
fenders had qualified as 
the lowest bidder overall 
or in relation to portions 
of the contract. 

“Upon receiving the 
scores, the finance and 
budget office noted that 
the cost portion of the

scores were difficult 
to compare since one 
proposal was county-
wide only and the others 
were countywide and/or 
for specific regions,” De-
vereux wrote. “To make 
an equitable cost score 
comparison, the finance 
and budget office ran 
two scenarios using a 
formula from the county 
purchasing department 
to objectively score the 
cost portion of each pro-
posal. The first scenario 
separated each proposal 
into stand alone regional 
proposals and scored 
the cost in each region 
separately. The second 
scenario merged the 
second best scoring pro-
posal in each of the indi-
vidual regions to form a 
countywide proposal for 
comparison to the two 
countywide proposals. 
In each scenario, Inland 
Defenders’ proposal 
remained the highest 

scored, both countywide 
and in the individual re-
gions.”

Participants in the 
competition as well as 
others protested that fa-
voritism was shown to 
Inland Defenders when 
it was permitted on Janu-
ary 2, 2014 to submit via 
fax a revised fee sched-
ule, one day before the 
intent to award was de-
clared. That opportunity 
to resubmit a key part of 
its bid was not extended 
to any of the other com-
petitors.

In his report to the 
board of supervisors on 
the contract agreement 
this week, Devereux 
gave what appeared to 
be a justification for al-
lowing Inland Defend-
ers to submit a follow-up 
bid.  “After confirming 
Inland Defenders’ pro-
posal as the highest scor-
ing, inclusive of cost, 
and reviewing the cost 
proposals from each re-
spondent, the finance 
and budget office deter-
mined that it was in the 
county’s best interest to 
negotiate pricing with 
Inland Defenders as per-
mitted under the request 
for proposals rather than 
move forward imme-
diately with a notice of 
intent to award. Inland 
Defenders offered a re-
vised cost proposal of 
$6,724,560, an annual 
reduction of $437,220.”

Inland Defenders 
originally offered to 
handle all four regional 
contracts annually for 
$7,161,780. The only 
other firm that bid on all 
four regional contracts 
was Brown, White & 
Newhouse, which bid  
$7,828,020 on the overall 
contract.

Unaddressed in De-
vereux’s report are per-
ceptions that were aired 
during the last two 
months that Carter and 
the other attorneys as-
sociated with Inland De-
fenders had bought an 
advantage in the contract 
sweepstakes by making 
hefty campaign contri-
butions to San Bernardi-
no County officials.

Documents on file 
with the San Bernardi-
no County Registrar of 
Voters’ office and the 
California Secretary of 
State’s office show that 
Earl Carter, together 
with his recently de-

ceased law partner Jim 
Spring, and his law firm, 
Carter, Spring, Shank & 
O’Connor, donated a to-
tal of $120,500 to district 
attorney Mike Ramos 
from 2004 until 2012. 
Additionally, together 
with his law firm and 
law partners, Carter has 
made $88,500 in politi-
cal donations to all five 
current county supervi-
sors, including $38,000 
to Gary Ovitt, $32,050 to 
Josie Gonzales, $12,750 
to Janice Rutherford, and 
$1,500 each to both Rob-
ert Lovingood and James 

Ramos.
District attorney 

Ramos, whose deputy 
prosecutors are the pro-
fessional and courtroom 
adversaries of defense 
attorneys including 
those employed by In-
land Defenders, inten-
sified this controversy 
when he wrote a letter of 
recommendation for In-
land Defenders that was 
submitted to the evalua-
tion committee.

Devereux in his re-
port indicated he and 
county staff were aware 
of the controversy over 

the county’s intention to 
award the contract to In-
land Defenders and that 
they had discounted the 
protests that controversy 
had engendered.

“Subsequent to issu-
ing the notice of  intent 
to award the contract, 
the purchasing depart-
ment  received a number 
of requests for copies of 
documents from pro-
posers who were not se-
lected,” Devereux wrote. 
“To accommodate these 
requests and allow time 
for the proposers to pre-
pare an appeal if desired, 

purchasing extended the 
appeal period. During 
the extended appeal peri-
od, purchasing received 
two written appeals 
from Greenline Partners 
and Robert Ponce. The 
appeal requests were re-
viewed by the purchas-
ing agent and denied, 
resulting in the recom-
mendation to award all 
four regions to Inland 
Defenders, the highest 
scoring proposer.” 

Cebrun denied their 
was anything improper 
or untoward his relation-
ship with Oakes, but the 
extent of her thefts left 
Cebrun under a cloud.  
At least four separate in-
vestigations of the thefts 
have been carried out 
by the Rialto Police De-
partment, the district at-
torney’s office, a private 
investigator hired by the 
school district and the 
state superintendent of 
schools. According to 
the Rialto Police Depart-
ment, Cebrun was not 
involved in and had no 
foreknowledge of Oakes’ 
embezzlement.

In the immediate af-

termath of Oakes’ arrest 
on August 7, a pall fell 
over the 26,485-student 
district. On September 
12, 2013, as the inves-
tigation into the matter 
was proceeding, Cebrun 
and deputy superinten-
dent James Wallace were 
placed on paid adminis-
trative leave. They were 
never returned to active 
status.

The investigations of 
Oakes’ activity showed 
that her thefts from the 
district had predated by 
many years Cebrun’s 
arrival at the Rialto dis-
trict in March 2009. 
Previously, Cebrun was 
superintendent in the 
Compton and Lynwood 
school districts.

Oakes was charged 
by the San Bernardino 

County District Attor-
ney’s Office on October 
8 with eight counts of 
embezzlement by a pub-
lic or private officer and 
eight counts of a public 
officer crime.

An audit confirmed 
that Oakes, who was 
an accountant for the 
district overseeing the 
school lunch program 
for nearly 14 years, stole 
more than $1.8 million 
since 2005.

According to investi-
gator Jeff Stewart , who 
was hired by the district 
to look into the thefts, it 
is likely that Oakes stole 
more than $3.1 million 
since 1999. On top of 
the $1.8 million in cash 
Oakes is documented as 
having taken in the last 
eight years she was with 

the district, another $1.3 
million is unaccounted 
for in the years between 
1999, the year Oakes is 
believed to have begun 
her depredations, and 
2005. The examination 
of the disappearance of 
district money prior to 
2005 was less rigorous 
because those crimes 
fall outside the statute of 
limitations.

Oakes was married to 
Jack Oakes, an educa-
tor who eventually rose 
to the position of school 
principal in the San Ber-
nardino City Unified 
School District. In the 
mid-1990s, Judith Oakes 
was working as an ac-
countant at the Bank of 
Redlands, which is now 
known as Community 
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Moble Home Park 
Residents Now Su-
ing Chino  from front 
page 

City staff and the city 
attorney, Jimmy Gutier-
rez, advised the city that 
Morgan and Chino MHC 
LP were acting within 
the law by moving to 
subdivide the property 
even if by doing so an in-
direct result was that the 
mobile home park was 
getting around the limi-
tations of the ordinance.

Court of appeal ruled 
that the city could not 
stop conversion of the 
mobile home park to ten-
ant ownership unless it 
could show the owner 
was taking the step to 
avoid rent control.

Clouse succeeded in 
demonstrating that the 
conversion was a le-
gitimate undertaking to 
maximize the value of 
Chino MHC LP’s invest-
ment. 

The state supreme 
court refused the city of 
Chino’s further appeal.

Out of options, the 
city council on October 
15, 2013, with Mayor 
Dennis Yates absent and 
councilman Glenn Dun-
can abstaining, voted 3-0 
to allow Chino MHC to 
sell the lots in the park.

On November 5, 2013, 
the council gave final ap-
proval of the conversion 
plan.

As a consequence of 
that vote, the park resi-
dents’ association has 
retained Irvine-based at-
torney Robert Solomon 
and on February  3 filed 
a civil action in Rancho 
Cucamonga Superior 
Court, naming the city of 
Chino as respondent and 
Chino MHC LP as real 
party in interest. 

The suit filed Feb. 3 
in Rancho Cucamonga 
Superior Court asks the 
court to overturn the 
Chino city council’s 
Nov. 5, 2013, approval 
of the park owner’s plan 

to convert his rent-con-
trolled property to tenant 
ownership.

The suit maintains 
the council abused its 
“discretion” by approv-
ing the plan in the face 
of information indi-
cating that a survey of 
residents conducted by 
Chino MHC contained 
inaccurate and mislead-
ing information and that 
the approval violates the 
city’s general plan and 
the state Fair Employ-
ment and Housing Act. 
Moreover, according to 
the suit, the conversion 
will put the city of Chino 
out of compliance with 
state-mandated  low-in-
come housing availabil-
ity requirements.

At least two of the 
council members said 
they were persuaded to 
overturn the planning 
commission because 
they believed the resi-
dents at the park would 
be unable to qualify for 
loans to purchase their 
lots and would essential-
ly be thrown out on the 
streets. 

Councilwoman Eu-
nice Ulloa, while ac-
knowledging that Chino 
MHC LP was legally 
entitled to undertake the 
subdivision, argued that 

the conversion should be 
denied on “humanitar-
ian” grounds.

In July 2010, Morgan 
and Chino MHC LP, 
represented by attorney 
Richard Clouse, filed 
suit against the city of 
Chino in San Bernardino 
County Superior Court 
in Rancho Cucamonga, 
seeking $34 million in 
damages and assurance 
that the units could be 
transformed into owner-
ship lots.

The city made a spir-

ited defense of its action 
in court, expending close 
to $500,000 in legal fees.  
Ultimately, however, the 
city took a drubbing.

The judge hearing the 
matter, Superior Court 
Judge Joseph Brisco, in  
January 2011 ruled that 
the city could not prohib-
it the conversion of the 
park and issued a court 
order for the  city coun-
cil to reverse its decision.

The city appealed but 
lost in October 2012, 
when the Fourth District 

The San Bernardino 
Police Officers Asso-
ciation is maintaining a 
move by newly installed 
San Bernardino Mayor 
Carey Davis and his sup-
porters on the city coun-
cil to create a committee 
to review the city charter 
is illegal. 

San Bernardino is a 
charter city as opposed 
to a general law city. Its 
charter and amendments 
thereto, per state law, are 
approved by the city’s 
voters. Provisions put 
into the charter by means 
of a citywide vote over a 
decade ago require that 
the city’s public safety 
employees – firefighters 
and police officers – be 
paid on a scale equal to 

the average pay of police 
officers and firefighters 
in ten similarly sized  
California cities.

San Bernardino has 
been beset with financial 
difficulties that culmi-
nated in the city’s filing 
for Chapter 9 bankrupt-
cy in 2012. Former may-
or Patrick Morris has 
maintained that a major 
factor in the city’s fiscal 
deterioration is excessive 
salaries and benefits pro-
vided to city employees 
and retirees. Davis, an 
accountant by profession 
and a political ally to 
Morris, is of like mind. 

As one of his first 
acts in office, Davis 
called for the creation 
of a municipal commis-

sion to consider char-
ter changes, suggesting 
that the requirement that 
police and fire officers 
be provided with raises 
based on salaries given 
to their counterparts in 
cities free of the finan-
cial challenges San Ber-
nardino faces should be 
done away with. That 
move failed when it was 
pointed out that a munic-
ipal commission cannot 
be formed without prior 
voter approval. The city 
council has now adjusted 
the proposal to seek the 
creation of a citizens 
committee to review the 
city charter.

San Bernardino Po-
lice Officers Associa-
tion Attorney Rockne 

A. Lucia Jr., however, 
has taken issue with the 
proposal to charter the 
committee. Lucia main-
tains state law does not 
permit the appointment 
of committee members 
who are to act in the ca-
pacity of a commission. 
Those members must 
be elected by a vote and 
must reside within the 
city, according to Lucia. 

Lucia hinted that by 
creating the panel to 
consider and recom-
mend charter amend-
ments, Davis and the 
council were seeking to 
provide the city’s vot-
ers, who must ultimate-
ly ratify the changes, 
with the impression that 
any endorsement of the 

changes by the commit-
tee were independently 
derived by a body that is 
at arm’s length from the 
city council. 

Rather, Lucia suggest-
ed, the council should 
simply act on its own to 
place whatever charter 
amendments it deems fit 
before the city’s voters 
without cloaking them 
in the patina of an inde-
pendently arrived at pro-
posal. 

Lucia said “the Coun-
cil may simply propose 
amendments to the city 
charter directly, and 
ask city residents for an 
up or down vote on its 
proposals.” This, Lucia 
said “would streamline 
the process, and provide 

more direct political ac-
countability or praise for 
any amendment’s fate.” 

It is anticipated that 
on Monday, despite the 
police union’s protest, 
the city council will 
consider the creation of 
a charter review com-
mittee to be composed 
of one city business 
owner and one resident 
appointed by Davis and 
one resident appointed 
by each council member, 
along with a hired “char-
ter specialist” steeped in 
municipal law. 



Friday, March 14, 2014 Page 6San Bernardino County Sentinel

Cebrun Retires  
from  page 4

Election Match-Ups  
from front page 

Continued on Page 8

                                  Advertise in the Sentinel

Reach 34,000 Readers Throughout San Bernardino County Weekly.
              Our Reasonable Rates Make Advertising Affordable.

Quarter Page      Three Columns   by     Half Page    $300
Half Page             Three Columns   by     Full Page    $400
Half Page             Six Columns       by     Half Page    $400
Full Page              Six Columns    by    Entire Page     $500

All rates weekly  Black and White in our print edition  Color in our 
on-line version 

Bank.
In 1997, she went to 

work in the Rialto Uni-
fied School District as 
an accountant. Eventu-
ally, she was given vir-
tually unfettered over-
sight of the cash receipts 
from the district’s school 
lunch program. Not only 
did she oversee the crew 
that had physical cus-
tody of the money, she 
was given ultimate ac-
counting authority over 
the funds.

Beginning in 1999, 
Oakes is believed to have 
begun pilfering roughly 
$4,000 a week from the 
batches of bills collected 
and processed by the 
district’s money-count-
ing machines prior to 
bank deposit, according 
to Stewart. Having be-
gun the thefts, it seems 
Oakes was obliged to 
continue stealing ap-
proximately the same 
amount of money every 
week – an average of be-
tween $4,100 and $4,300 
weekly – so that the pat-
tern of thefts would re-
main undetected.

According to Stewart, 
sometime after she was 
put in charge of the staff 
counting and bundling 
the lunch money and 
then depositing it into a 
school district account, 
Oakes was entrusted 
with security arrange-
ments in the office where 
the money was counted, 
as well as the loss con-

trol procedure devised 
for the money-counting 
function. That increase 
in trust and duty came 
after, Stewart said, she 
had begun her thefts. 
“The [district nutrition] 
department has a mon-
ey-counting machine 
that counts bills, and 
informs workers when 
there’s enough to ‘strap’ 
into batches,” Stewart 
said. “Ms. Oakes was 
involved with the instal-
lation of the camera sys-
tem and was aware of 
what areas in the room 
were visible to it,” ac-
cording to Stewart.

Oakes engaged in 
two levels of sleight-of-
hand in first secreting 
the money she took out 
of the money counting 
room and then obfuscat-
ing the books that tal-
lied the lunch receipts 
district-wide.

In the first instance, 
according to Stew-
art, “Oakes reportedly 
would bind the bills up 
at the back counter of 
the room, rather than on 
the table next to the com-
puter, where she couldn’t 
be seen on camera. Ms. 
Oakes would then quite 
frequently take a strap or 
two of twenty-dollar bills 
or other denominations 
and stuff them down 
her top after checking 
to make sure the person 
at the computer was not 
looking.”

Oakes, who had an 
overview all of the mon-
ey flowing in from all 

of the district’s schools, 
would then provide falsi-
fied deposit slips after the 
money was bundled and 
ready for deposit. Oakes 
overcame the scrutiny of 
the district staff member 
responsible for recon-
ciling the bank state-
ments with the district’s 
deposits by falsifying a 
spreadsheet which she 
substituted for ledgers 
containing entries re-
lated to the checks and 
cash collected from each 
school.

On occasion, it ap-
pears, some staff mem-
bers noted inconsisten-
cies and irregularities 
with regard to the total 
amount of money count-
ed and the amount de-
posited, but Oakes was 
able to use her position 
and authority to over-
ride any questions and 
staff members did not, 
at least until relatively 
late, make an effort to 
report those irregulari-
ties out of fear of getting 
on Oakes’ bad side.

The roughly $210,000 
Oakes was stealing from 
the district yearly aug-
mented an already very 
comfortable $190,000 
yearly household income 
she and her husband 
pulled down. Jack Oakes, 
who had ascended to the 
position of principal at 
Ramona-Alessandro El-
ementary School in the 
San Bernardino City 
Unified School District, 
made $119,771 during 
the 2009-2010 school 

year. Judith was mak-
ing over $70,000 at that 
time.

In April 2010, Jack 
Oakes was severely in-
jured in an off-roading 
accident in the desert 
and died of a trauma-
induced heart attack.

After her husband’s 
death, Judith Oakes con-
tinued the thefts from 
the district she had pre-
viously been engaged in 
for over a decade. By the 
end of 2011, it has been 
alleged, she had begun a 
relationship with Harold 
Cebrun.

In May 2013, discrep-
ancies with regard to the 
receipt and depositing of 
district lunch money was 
suspected. Video camer-
as showing perspectives 
from different angles 
than those Oakes had 
previously established 
were installed in the 
money counting room 
unbeknownst to Oakes 
and Cebrun. She was 
caught on video stuffing 
money into her brazier 
on at least two occasions.

When she was arrest-
ed on August 7, Oakes 
had two packets of 
$2,000 in $20 bills in her 
possession. More pack-
ets were found at her San 
Bernardino home later 
when it was searched 
pursuant to a warrant. 
Oakes made incriminat-
ing statements to police 
officers, characterized as 
a confession. She imme-
diately posted $50,000 
bond and was released.  

She resigned her post on 
August 8.

Cebrun repeatedly 
denied any knowledge 
of Oakes’ illicit activi-
ties. The district has kept 
elements of the district’s 
investigation carried out 
by Stewart very close 
to the vest. It was un-
clear whether the district 
had sufficient grounds 
upon which to termi-
nate the superintendent. 
The district kept him in 
limbo for more than six 
months, continuing to 
pay him but taking no 
official action to severe 
him. One member of 
the board, Joseph Ayala, 
advocated for returning 
Cebrun to the helm of 
the district. He was out-
voted by his colleagues.

The case for keep-
ing Cebrun employed 
was dealt two separate 
blows in January, when 
two reviews of the Rialto 
Unified School District 
by the state of Califor-
nia’s Fiscal Crisis and 
Management Assistance 
Team were delivered to 
the district.

The district admin-
istration had failed to 
utilize industry standard 
purchasing and account-
ing procedures and had 
engaged in making con-
tractual or purchasing 
commitments on behalf 
of the district without 
prior authorization from 
the school board, accord-
ing to a management as-
sistance team review of 
the district’s contractual 

and purchasing practices 
dated January 6.  An-
other report pertaining 
to the district’s special 
education programs ref-
erenced shortcomings in 
the oversight of expen-
ditures that resulted in 
the squandering of over 
$1 million and a “sys-
tematic lack of focus on 
instruction” for special 
needs students and a 
“lack of guidance from 
the highest level of lead-
ership.” 

Firing Cebrun out-
right at the present time 
would have been costly. 
A clause in his contract 
requires that he be paid 
18 month’s salary if he 
is terminated. Thus, 
the school board’s ac-
ceptance of his retire-
ment at his own volition 
on March 7 appears to 
have saved the district 
$360,000.

“The board respects 
Dr. Cebrun’s long his-
tory of service to public 
education, thanks him 
for his service to the 
district and wishes him 
well in the future,” the 
district stated in a pre-
pared release that came 
after a two-hour closed 
executive session outside 
the view of the public on 
March 7. The vote to ac-
cept his resignation was 
made on a 4-1 vote, with 
board member Edgar 
Montes dissenting.

Unresolved at this 
point is the status of 
Wallace, who is still be-
ing paid his $170,501 an-
nual salary.

roles. 
Incumbent assessor-

recorder Dennis Draeger 
is not seeking reelection. 
His chief deputy, Dan 
Harp is seeking election 
and is being opposed by 
former state assembly-
man and state senator 
Robert Dutton. 

County superinten-
dent of schools Gary 
Thomas is not running 
for reelection. Ted Ale-
jandre, who was recently 
promoted to the posi-
tion of assistant county 
schools superintendent 
by Thomas to assist 
him in his electoral bid, 
is running,  as is Rita 
Ramirez and Frank Gar-
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National Environmental 
Policy Act and that the 
county has now looked 
at the project in terms of 
regulations and limita-
tions specified under the 
California Environmen-
tal Quality Act, which he 
said was similar to but in 
some particulars differ-
ent from federal regula-
tions and requirements.

“A comprehensive 
joint draft environmen-
tal impact statement and 
environmental impact 
report was completed 
for the project,” Hudson 
said. 

Hudson said the proj-
ect is deemed to be con-
sistent with the county 
general plan in that the 
“county general plan 
does not impose condi-
tions on public lands, in-
cluding the project site, 
so there are no inconsis-
tencies to discuss.” Hud-
son further maintained 
that the project is consis-
tent with state goals and 
objectives. “The project 
will help California meet 
its Renewable Portfolio 
Standard goal, which 
imposes interim require-
ments to procure 20% 
of retail electric power 
sales from renewable 
sources today and 25% 
by 2016. By 2020, utili-
ties must procure 33% 
of electrical power retail 
sales from renewables,” 
Hudson told the board of 
supervisors.

Additionally, Hudson 
stated, the project will 
have a favorable green-
house gas offsetting fac-
tor.

“The energy produced 
by the project would 

displace approximately 
294,728 Metric tons of 
carbon dioxide each 
year that would other-
wise be emitted by fossil 
fuel-fired power plants,” 
Hudson said.

With regard to visual 
impacts of the project, 
Hudson acknowledged 
that the proposed project 
is located within an area 
“characterized by rough, 

rocky mountains formed 
by northerly trending 
fault blocks [and] views 
from travel routes within 
the vicinity of the study 
area tend to encompass 
broad, sweeping desert 
expanses bordered by 
rugged mountain rang-
es,” which would be dis-
turbed by the project’s 
introduction of “with 
industrial character into 

the foreground and back-
ground views from I-15, 
the Primm Valley Golf 
Course, the Mojave Na-
tional Preserve, and the 
Stateline Wilderness 
Area.” Given other facil-
ities in the area, includ-
ing the adjacent Ivanpah 
Solar Electric Generat-
ing System, Hudson said, 
“The impact of the pro-

posed facility on the ex-
isting visual character of 
the site and its surround-
ing landscape would be 
less than significant.”

Hudson also said that 
“Construction of the 
project would have a di-
rect adverse effect on the 
desert tortoise, resulting 
in the displacement of 
approximately 40 adult 

desert tortoises, and 
permanently impact-
ing approximately 2,023 
acres of desert tortoise 
habitat. Impacts to des-
ert tortoise individuals 
and habitat would be 
reduced through imple-
mentation of applicant 
proposed measures and 
mitigation measures re-
quired for protection of 
wildlife and other re-
sources.” Those efforts 
include, Hudson said, 
reducing potential direct 
and indirect degradation 
of desert tortoise habitat, 
taking efforts to protect 
the tortoises by relocat-
ing them, eliminating 
noxious weeds in the 
area that are a hazard to 
the tortoises, engaging 
in dust control and tak-
ing care with chemical 
and fuel storage as well 
as trash disposal.

The project will also 
have regrettable im-
pacts on the golden ea-
gle, which species has a 
dozen nesting territories 
within 10 to 12 miles of 
the project site. “Seven 
of the 12 nesting terri-
tories were determined 
to be active during the 
2010 golden eagle nest 
surveys,” Hudson said. 
“The closest active nest 
is approximately two 
miles to the northwest 
of the project site, near 
the Umberci Mine. Al-
though no golden eagle 
nest sites occur within 
the project study area, 
the project site is located 
within foraging distance 
from the identified nests. 
Potential impacts to 
golden eagles would be 
reduced through mitiga-
tion measures required 
for protection of wild 
life and other resources. 
Implementation of the 
measures would reduce 
impacts on the golden 
eagle to less than signifi-
cant levels.”

Water for the project, 
Hudson said “would be 
obtained from two new 
groundwater produc-
tion wells; the primary 
well to be located on the 
southeastern corner of 
the facility, and the sec-
ondary well located ap-
proximately 4,250 feet 
west of facility. The Ap-
plicant has prepared and 
received approval from 

The San Bernardino 
County Board of Super-
visors this week upheld 
the county planning 
commission’s Septem-
ber denial of Sycamore 
Physicians Partners’ ap-
plication for a permit to 
construct a solar energy 
project in Oak Hills.

Sycamore Physicians 
Partners’ application had 
been filed with the coun-
ty prior to the county’s 
imposition of a moratori-
um on the consideration 
and approval of solar 
projects that went into 
effect in May of 2013 but 
has now elapsed.

Sycamore had asked 
the county land use ser-
vices division to certify 
a 2.7-megawatt photovol-
taic solar facility on 20 
acres in the unincorpo-
rated county area south 
and west of Hesperia in 
a rural living land use 
district on the northeast 
corner of Fuente Avenue 
and El Centro Road.

County staff, how-
ever, acceding to wide-
spread objections by ho-
meowners in rural desert 
communities throughout 
the county who main-
tain that solar fields are 
a too-intensive use that 
is incompatible with 
nearby residential neigh-
borhoods, recommended 

that Sycamore’s applica-
tion for the conditional 
use permit be denied. 
According to the county 
land used division’s staff 
report from last year, 
the project would have 
a “significant impact on 
the environment, specifi-
cally with regard to sce-
nic resources.” Accord-
ing to county planning 
director Terri Rahhal, 
at public hearing for the 
project held on August 8, 
2013 , there was consid-
erable public opposition 
to the project and  some 
participating “expressed 
concerns about land use 
compatibility, given the 
location of the project 
site in an area surround-
ed by rural residential 
uses.”

Rahhal said the plan-
ning commission made 
a tentative finding at that 
time that the proposed 
project “would not be 
compatible with the ru-
ral character of the Oak 
Hills community and 
would therefore not be 
consistent with the Oak 
Hills Community Plan. 
On September 27, 2013, 
Sycamore Physicians 
Partners, LLC, filed 
a timely appeal of the 
planning commission’s 
action to deny the proj-
ect. The applicant’s ap-

peal contended that the 
planning commission’s 
findings for denial were 
inaccurate and that the 
project is consistent with 
the goals and policies of 
the county general plan 
and the Oak Hills Com-
munity Plan. The ap-
plicant contended that 
the project will provide 
a much-needed renew-
able source of energy 
and that the design of the 
project will not impact 
existing view sheds or 
significantly impact the 
environment and will be 
compatible with the ex-
isting rural character of 
the neighborhood.”

As first proposed, the 
project would have en-
tailed an unmanned solar 
array operation includ-
ing 54 arrays containing 
non-reflective modules 
mounted on a fixed tilt 
system.

The proposed mod-
ules would have been 
oriented to the south and 
angled to a degree to 
maximize solar resource 
efficiency. The modules 
were to be connected to 
inverters, which convert 
direct current into elec-
trical alternating current. 
The electricity was then 
to be stepped up and col-
lected in conduits that 
terminate at the point 
of interconnection to 
the local electricity grid 
via an existing Southern 
California Edison (SCE) 
power line along Fuente 
Avenue.

Each solar module 
was to have been fas-
tened to the ground 
surface via hydrauli-
cally driven, two-inch 
diameter, galvanized 
pipe. Sycamore Physi-
cians Partners maintain 
this method of fixing the 
arrays would result in 
minimal topsoil distur-
bance and would allow 
retention of much of the 

on-site vegetation, which 
would moderate ground-
level wind speeds and, 
consequently, minimize 
erosion. The maximum 
height of the panels had 
been set to range from 
8-10 feet depending upon 
existing site topography.

Project approval 
would have required a 
conditional use permit. A 
conditional use permit is 
a discretionary applica-
tion that requires a find-
ing of consistency with 
the general plan and any 
applicable community 
plan, among other find-
ings for approval. The 
proposed project would 
have provided, accord-
ing to Rahal, a renew-
able source of energy for 
the surrounding com-
munity, consistent with 
several conservation 
policies of the general 
plan. Rahal also main-
tained that the proposal 
“conforms to applicable 
design standards of the 
development code. How-
ever, based upon the tes-
timony and information 
provided at the August 8, 
2013, and September 19, 
2013, planning commis-
sion hearings, the com-
mission found that the 
project is incompatible 
with the existing rural 
community and that suf-
ficient evidence has not 
been provided to justify 
a finding of no signifi-
cant impact on the exist-
ing aesthetics and views 
of the area.”

On December 27, 
2013, Sycamore Physi-
cians Partners submit-
ted a proposal to scale 
down the project from 
2.7 megawatts to 1.5 
megawatts, reducing the 
number of solar arrays 
from 54 to 15, while the 
boundaries of the project 
site were to remain the 

Continued on Page  8



Friday, March 14, 2014 Page 8San Bernardino County Sentinel
Election Match-Ups 
from page 6

Oak Hills Solar 
Project Denied 
from page 7

same. The applicant re-
quested that the board of 
supervisors consider ap-
proval of the revised site 
plan, which was not pre-
sented to the planning 
commission.

“Staff continues to 
recommend upholding 
the planning commis-
sion action on the proj-
ect because the site plan 
revisions do not alter the 
basic land use compat-
ibility and aesthetic is-
sues cited in the findings 
for denial,” Rahal said. 

Stateline Solar 
Project Approved 
from page 7
the county geologist of a 
groundwater monitoring 
and reporting plan, ful-
filling the requirements 
of the San Bernardino 
County groundwater 
monitoring program 
guidelines.”

Hudson prepared a 
statement of overriding 
considerations for the 
project which the board 
approved. That state-
ment said the project 
would support the Bu-

reau of Land Manage-
ment in meeting federal 
land policy by  serving to 
“manage public lands for 
multiple uses that take 
into account the long-
term needs of future 
generations for renew-
able and non-renewable 
resources” and “sup-
port the Bureau of Land 
Management” in achiev-
ing “Executive Order 
13212 (May 18, 2001) 
which mandates that 
agencies, including the 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment,  act expediently 
and in a manner consis-

tent with applicable laws 
to increase the produc-
tion and transmission 
of energy in a safe and 
environmentally sound 
manner [and] Secretarial 
Order 3285A1 (March 
11, 2009 and amended 
on February 22, 2010) 
which “establishes the 
development of renew-
able energy as a priority 
of the Department of the 
Interior.”

The statement of over-
riding considerations 
further states that “The 
project will support in-
vestor-owned utilities 

in meeting the Renew-
able Portfolio Standard 
to supply 33% of Cali-
fornia’s total electricity 
through renewable en-
ergy generation by 2020 
[and] The project will 
assist the state in reach-
ing the greenhouse gas 
emission reduction goals 
in Assembly Bill 32 to 
1990 levels by 2020, by 
generating electricity 
without the use of fossil 
fuels or natural gas fired 
generation.”

The statement of 
overriding consider-
ations also noted that 

“The project will estab-
lish 300 megawatts of 
generating capacity for 
emission-free photovol-
taic solar electricity in an 
area of high solar insola-

tion to maximize the use 
of available sunlight.”

za.
In the Second Dis-

trict, incumbent Janice 
Rutherford is being chal-
lenged by  Randolph 
Beasly, a retired sheriff’s 
department scientific 
analysis division em-
ployee. 

In the Fourth District, 
incumbent supervisor 
Gary Ovitt has opted 
not to run. Instead, Con-
gresswoman Gloria Ne-
grete-McLeod and Cali-
fornia Assemblyman 

Curt Hagman are vying 
against one another and 
two others, Chino Val-
ley Unified school board 
member James Na and 
Ontario Councilman 
Paul Vincent Avila.

Other political match-
ups in San Bernardino 
County include:

Incumbent 8th Con-
gressional District Rep-
resentative Paul Cook, 
R-Apple Valley, faces 
three challengers in the 
personages of Robert 
Conaway,  Paul Han-
nosh, Odessia Lee.

Lesli Gooch, Eloise 

Gomez Reyes, Danny 
Tillman, Pete Agui-
lar, Joe Baca, and Paul 
Chabot,  are seeking to 
replace Representative 
Gary Miller, R-Rancho 
Cucamonga, who an-
nounced in February 
that he would not seek 
re-election in the 31st 
Congressional District. 

Christina Marie Gag-
nier, Scott Heydenfeldt 
and Norma Torres are 
running in the race 
to succeed Negrete-
McLeod as 35th Con-
gressional District repre-
sentative. 

Connie Leyva, Mat-
thew Munson, Shannon 
O’Brien, Sylvia Robles 
and Alfonso Sanchez are 
vying to replace Norma 
Torres, who is running 
for Congress, as state 
senator in the California 
20th State Senate Dis-
trict.

Michelle Ambrozic, 
Art Bishop, Bob Buhrle, 
John Dennis Coffey, 
Robert Larivee, Jerry 
Laws, Scott Markovich, 
Jay Obernolte, Rick Ro-
elle and Brett Savage are 
seeking election in the 
33rd Assembly District, 

where incumbent Tim 
Donnelly is not running 
for reelection and is in-
stead running for gover-
nor. 

Art Bustamante, 
Kathleen Marie Henry, 
Melissa O’Donnell and 
Marc Steinorth  are run-
ning in the 40th Assem-
bly District, where Mike 
Morrell is currently the 
incumbent. Morrell is a 
candidate to replace Bill 
Emmerson in the Cali-
fornia State Senate in a 
special election later this 
month.

Karalee Hargrove and 

Chad Mayes are running 
for state Assembly in the 
42nd District. 

Gil Navarro is chal-
lenging incumbent Cher-
yl Brown in the 47th As-
sembly District. 

Dorothy Pineda is vy-
ing against incumbent 
Freddie Rodriguez in the 
52nd Assembly District. 

In the Loma Linda 
Municipal Election slat-
ed for June, incumbent 
councilmen Phillip Dup-
per and Ron Dailey are 
the only candidates on 
the ballot. 
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Continued on Page  11

Glimpse from page 
3
artifacts as well as a li-
brary which houses the 
“world’s largest archive 
of Mojave Desert histo-
ry.”  Casebier’s numerous 
1970s and 1980s publica-
tions about the Mojave 

Road are also a part of 
that collection.  The 
MDHCA also has a web-
site www.mdhca.com, 
which for the past year 
has included a blogspot,  
ht tp://mdhcaexhibits.
blogspot.com/,  posting 
Burton Frasher’s historic 
postcard photographs of 
Route 66 roadside attrac-
tions and sites.

During the Route 66 
Corridor Management 

Plan scoping meeting 
in Needles, Casebier 
astutely suggested that 
a “Then and Now” per-
spective be provided for 
the visitor touring Route 
66.  He offered one of 
the more interesting and 
ingenious suggestions--

that GPS be used to find 
the spot where a pho-
tographer like Frasher 
stood when he took the 
photograph.   A display 
kiosk including the his-
toric photograph and de-
scriptive narrative could 
be erected there to give 
tourists something to 
read and look at. They 
would be able to see and 
understand what had 
been there before—the 

things and places that are 
no more.

Frasher was born in 
1888 and was approach-
ing 70 when he passed 
away in 1955. During his 
lifetime he “combined a 
passion for automobile 
travel and photography 
into a postcard busi-
ness that proved popular 
with motoring tourists. 
Frasher documented the 
remote Route 66 road-
side businesses that sus-
tained, and natural won-
ders that awed, anxious 
travelers across the Mo-
jave Desert in the 1930s 
and 1940s” according to 
the MDHCA blogspot 
“Desert Wayside:  Bur-
ton Frasher’s California 
Route 66” which is said 
to have been “made pos-
sible by Pomona Public 
Library's digitization 
program and support for 
educational research. 

Some of Frasher’s 
postcard photographs 
posted on the MDHCA 
blogspot are featured in 
this week’s Glimpse col-
umn.

What follows is a 
list of points of inter-
est along Route 66 east 
from Ludlow to Goffs, 
home of Dennis and Jo 
Ann Casebier.   Just for 
starters, a very brief de-

scription, not a compre-
hensive history, is pro-
vided for each location. 
(The same sources of in-
formation were used as 
in last week’s Glimpse 
article plus some of my 
own and as noted below. 
Those resources also 
provide location infor-
mation as well).  A sub-
sequent Glimpse article 
will pick up at Goffs and 
continue eastbound to-
wards Needles and the 
Colorado River.   

Ludlow (continued 
from last week).  At first 
a steam engine water 
stop for the transconti-
nental railroad in 1883, 
it bustled with activity 
about 1898 after John 
Suter, a roadmaster for 
the Santa Fe, discovered 
gold in the nearby hills 
to the south. Ludlow 
was the railhead of the 
Tonapah and Tidewater 
(T&T) built 1905-06 to 
transport borax from the 
Nevada mines. Ludlow 
became a major tourist 
stop by 1915 where peo-
ple were boarding pas-
senger cars of the T&T 
destined for Death Val-
ley;  their own automo-
biles loaded onto train 
flat beds traveled with 
them.  The train track 
was abandoned during 

WWII, is now gone but 
the berm remains and 
is severed in places due 
to faulting activty that 
can be seen crossing 
Broadwell dry lake to 
the north.  Close to 1000 
people lived in Ludlow 
at one point but by the 
end of the 1940s mining 
was closing down and 
by the 1970s some of the 
buildings had collapsed 
in a heap (reference Wal-
ter Feller, MojaveDesert.

net).  Remains of homes, 
machine shops, repair 
shops and the Murphy 
Bros store dating to 1916 
can still be seen.

Klondike. A railroad 
siding near Route 66 be-
tween Ludlow and Sibe-
ria.

Bagdad was once a 
thriving small commu-
nity along the National 

Old Trails Road.  Bag-
dad also had a Harvey 
House of its own along 
the railroad tracks ac-
cording to Roger Ha-
thaway, San Bernardino 
County Historian who 
has researched newspa-
per accounts.   Dumped 
remains, porcelain ce-
ramic sherds, empty 
cans in the area testify 
to the nearby location of 
that restaurant that is no 

more.  Structures were 
impacted by alignments 
and realignments of 
Route 66 and then were 
razed when a pipeline 
was installed. The old 
original Bagdad Cafe 
along Route 66 once 
housed the only juke 
box between Needles 

Chambless.  The Frasher postcard (above) shows 
the Chambless gas station “then.” Cabins and 
abandoned market made of rock base concrete 
block can still be seen today. Reported to have 
been founded by James A Chambless as a gas 

station/motel.
Cadiz Summit.  “Then” can be seen in the Fra-

sher postcard image above. 
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are 
reproduced in their origi-
nal format as authored by 
department personnel.

Coroner Case #701402079 – On 03/12/2014 at 11:54 PM the California Highway Patrol received a 911 call of a traffic collision on Highway 138 just west of Inter-
state 15 in Cajon Junction. Officers arrived on scene to find two vehicles had collided. Latawnya Ramirez, a 27 year old resident of Bloomington, and the driver of 
a gray 2002 Oldsmobile Alero, was pronounced dead on scene. The California Highway Patrol is investigating the incident. [031314 1108 SY]

Coroner case #701402056 – On Wednesday, 03/12/2014, at 9:22 A.M., neighbors called 911 and reported one man attacking the other with a sharp weapon in the 
6800 block of Victoria Ave. When San Bernardino Co. Sheriff's Department-Highland Station deputies arrived, one man ran toward the deputies with a weapon 
in his hand. An officer shot Eric Paul Andrews, a 25 year-old resident of Highland, who was transported to Loma Linda University Medical Center where he was 
pronounced dead at 10:12 A.M. The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department-Homicide Detail is investigating. [03112014 2025 CN]

Coroner case #701402001 – On 03/10/2014 at 8:01 PM, the Fontana Police Department received a 911 call reference a pedestrian that was struck by a vehicle on 
Sierra Way just south of Merrill Way in Fontana. Paramedics arrived to find Rene Quintanar, age: 47, from Bloomington, had been struck by a vehicle and was not 
breathing. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) was started and he was transported to Arrowhead Regional Medical Center. CPR continued at ARMC. Quintanar 
did not respond and was pronounced dead at 8:50 pm. The Fontana Police Department in investigating the incident.  [03112014 0610 EM]

Coroner case #701401950  –  On 03/08/2014, at 1:03 PM, Adriana Caceres, age 38 years of Fontana, was driving with her 5 year old child. As they travelled south-
bound along Production Ave., they crossed Santa Ana Ave. and were struck broadside by a westbound semi tractor trailer rig. Caceres was transported by ambulance 
to Kaiser Foundation Hospital in Fontana, where she was pronounced dead in the emergency room at 1:39 PM. The collision is under investigation by Fontana Police 
Department. [03/08/14 1840 VN/TC]

Coroner case #701401942 –  On 03/08/2014, a 911 call was received at about 5:30 AM, reporting an accident in the southbound lanes of Interstate 15 approximately 
2 miles south of the Nevada state line north of Mountain Pass. Emergency medical services from Nevada responded to find the driver of a 1999 BMW dead on-
scene. The BMW was parked in the #2 lane and was struck by a tractor/trailer rig traveling southbound on the freeway. The CHP- Barstow office, is investigating 
the incident. The name of the decedent will be released when the family has been notified. [030814 1615 TC] NAME RELEASED: 23 year-old Los Angeles resident 
Loui Baez Silva [030814 1805 TC]

Coroner case #701401941 – On 03/07/2014 at approximately 10:55 PM, The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department-Hesperia Station responded to a “shots 
fired” call in the 13000 block of Avenal Street in Hesperia. Ronnie Mena, a 34 year old resident of Mentone, was found down and deceased with trauma to the body. 
The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department-Homicide Detail is investigating this incident. [030814 1620 TC]

Coroner case #701401919 – On 03/07/2014 at 6:57 AM, a 911 call was received reporting an accident on the northbound lanes of Interstate 15 at Halloran Summit, 
north of Mile Marker 152, in rural Baker. A 2005 BMW 545i had collided with the rear of a semi trailer rig. The rear seat passenger of the BMW, 35 year old Downey 
resident Andrew Tassell, was pronounced dead at the scene by emergency personnel. The California Highway Patrol is investigating this incident. [030714 1441 SY]

Coroner case #701401916 – On 02/20/2014 at 8:51 p.m. a passerby on State Highway 58, west of State Route 395 in Kramer,  called 911 to report a male adult on 
the side of the roadway with obvious trauma. California Highway Patrol officers arrived on scene to find the man unresponsive with injuries consistent with having 
been struck by a vehicle. Samuel D. Bailey, a 44 year-old resident of Boron, was flown from the scene to Arrowhead Regional Medical Center where he was treated 
for his injuries. On 3/7/2014 Bailey died of his injuries. The California Highway Patrol is investigating the incident. [030714 0908 SY]

Coroner case #701401909 –  at 4:18 PM on  03/06, 2014, Roberta Briones, a 77 year old resident of Chino, was a passenger in a vehicle entering the on-ramp to the 
northbound State Route 71, in Chino Hills.  While crossing through the intersection with Ramona Ave., the vehicle was struck broadside by an eastbound automobile.  
Briones was transported from the scene by ambulance and taken to Chino Valley Medical Center where she was pronounced dead at 4:53 PM in emergency room.  
The accident is under investigation by the San Bernardino County Sheriff Department Major Accident Investigation Team. [0027 CN 03072014]

Coroner case #701401894 – On 03/06/2014 at about 8:30 A.M., Deputies from the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department’s Hesperia station and rescue 
personnel from the San 
Bernardino County Fire 
Department responded 
to a vehicle versus pe-
destrian traffic collision 
at Peach Ave. and Syca-
more St. in Hesperia. 
Upon arrival deputies 
found that a vehicle had 
struck a juvenile pedes-
trian that was attempting 
to cross the street. Taylor 
Chriswell, a 7 year-old 
female resident of Hes-
peria was transported 
by medical personnel to 
Loma Linda University 
Medical Center where 
after her arrival she was 
pronounced dead at 9:44 
A.M. due to injuries 
sustained in the colli-
sion. Deputies from the 
Hesperia Station's Ma-
jor Accident Investiga-
tion Team (MAIT) are 
conducting the collision 
investigation. [030614 
1344 SY]
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American Badger: Taxidea Taxus 
County Wildlife CornerSubscribe to 

the Sentinel
Never miss an issue. Read it weekly from the 
comfort of your own home.

Ordering your one year email subscription is 
quick and easy.

Send a check or money order for $30.00 pay-
able to the Sentinel, to:  10808 Foothill Blvd., 
Suite 160-446, Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91730. Include your name, city of resi-
dence, phone number and email address.

Continued on Page 12 

By Diane Dragotto 
Williams

 A somewhat flat-
looking, mop of a mam-
mal, short legged, its 
body comprised of long, 
shaggy, brown and gray 
fur, a triangular head, a 
pointed, tipped-up nose, 
with a distinguishing 
black striped and badge-
like white pattern on its 
face is Taxidea taxus.  
Primarily found in the 
Great Plains of North 
America, the American 
Badger can be found 
in Southern California.  
These hardy animals 
prefer to live in dry, 
open grasslands, fields, 
pastures and high alpine 
meadows. 

Weighing from 8 to 
26 pounds, and 20 to 

back, short, shovel-like 
claws take up the rear! 
Badgers can tunnel after 
ground-dwelling rodents 
with amazing speed for 

coyote will allow the 
badger to catch the next 
tasty morsel that tries to 
escape the dynamic duo!

Galloping at 16 to 19 
miles an hour, the badger 
may escape into a nearby 
shelter from the grasp 
of golden eagles, bob-
cats, cougars and coy-
otes, giving the badger a 

called setts that provide 
a nursery for birthing, 
and other burrows used 
for sleeping, storing 
food, or escape routes. 
When prey is scarce, the 
female must use stored 
up fat to sustain herself 
and her growing fetuses 
(causing much smaller 
young as juveniles). On 

34 inches long, the bad-
ger can be a formidable 
opponent in a creature 
fight, holding its own 
against coyote, and, 
even, bear.  Its menac-
ing canine teeth flash 
dangerously close to its 
enemy in a scuffle, while 
the tough, loose skin be-
hind its neck, if grabbed, 
gives wiggle room to 
turn around and surprise 
its attacker!  When a 
badger is threatened, it 
will hiss, growl, squeal, 
snarl, and release a pun-
gent musk smell to ward 
away predators. 

This robust animal is 
an excellent digging ma-
chine using its front, big 
feet with long, backward-
curving claws, while the 

evident when they out-
smart venomous snakes, 
like rattlers!   An unusu-
al hunting technique in-
volves cooperative work 
with coyotes.  Tolerat-
ing each other, though 
at times, they can be en-
emies, they've adapted 
to a helpful relationship.  
As the badger "ferrets" 
out a possible contender 
for a meal from a bur-
row, the coyote will wait 
patiently nearby to catch 
a fleeing animal from 
the tunnel.  In turn, the 

lifespan of 4 to 14 years 
in the wild!  Mainly 
nocturnal, and remain-
ing underground, most-
ly, during the day, the 
American badger is ac-
tive year round.  Sleep-
ing several weeks during 

occasion, when it is nec-
essary, some badgers 
form clans called cetes, 
containing two to fifteen 
animals living in this ex-
tensive burrow system.  
The badger's value to 
the ecosystem revolves 
around their powerfully 
built forelimbs that in-
volve digging activities 
providing shelter for 
other species, while im-
proving soil develop-
ment.  Wildhaven Ranch 
once had an up "close 
and personal" encounter 
with a high desert bad-
ger that migrated to our 
mountain elevation.  Its 
presence with us made a 
long, lasting impression 
of an animal warrior, 
moderate in stature, but 
mighty in spirit! 

Wildhaven Ranch is a 
wildlife sanctuary in the 
San Bernardino Moun-
tains specializing in edu-
cating the public about 
wildlife in our ecosys-
tem. Visit them at www.
wildhavenranch.org or 
call for tours at (909) 
337-7389.

severe winter weather, it 
goes into a torpor, lower-
ing its heart rate in half.  
Mating in late summer 
and early autumn, the 
badger breeds once a 
year, producing a lit-
ter of 1 to 5 offspring.  

Grass-lined dens exca-
vated by the badger are 

its bulky, broad, ungain-
ly body.  A solitary ani-
mal with keen scent and 
hearing, it usually cap-
tures its prey by invad-
ing burrows of ground 
squirrels, mice, voles, 
gophers, rabbits, prai-
rie dogs, and even, bur-
rowing owls.  However, 
birds, like bank swal-
lows, and their eggs, as 
well as, reptiles, amphib-
ians, insects, bees, fish 
and hibernating skunks 
can also be on the menu.  
Their hunting skills are 

and Daggett that drew 
crowds from across the 
desert—it was the only 
source of alcohol where 
soldiers training for 
World War II could mis-
behave and not be close-
ly monitored, accord-
ing to Hathaway. When 
Route 66 was realigned, 
the Bagdad Café moved.

The Sidewinder Café 
on the east end of New-
berry Springs was re-
named the Bagdad Café 
and was used as the lo-
cation for shooting the 
cult movie of the same 
name (see Alan Hensh-
er’s Ghost Towns of the 
Mojave Desert).

Amboy Crater.  Es-
timated to be about the 
same age as Pisgah Cra-
ter, about 6000 years 
old, the volcanic crater is 
the historic site of local 
pranksters of the 1940s 
who had fun burning 
old tires down inside 
the crater bowl, mak-
ing black smoke which 
appeared, from the per-
spective of travelers on 

from 1936 to 1995; now 
the owner of the Juan 
Pollo Restaurants, Al-
bert Akura, is also the 
proud owner of Amboy.  
Other historic structures 
include abandoned Am-
boy School and a de-
funct Catholic church, 
the latter which is also 
owned by Akura.  See 
Glimpse dated 1-31-2014 
for more information. A 
more in depth Glimpse 
of Amboy is planned for 
a future issue.   Amboy 
is backdropped by the 
beautiful Caste Dome in 
the Clipper Range. 

Roadside Folk Art: 
Hundreds of names, ini-
tials, remarks made with 
hand sized stones aligned 
as letters spelling words, 
strategically positioned 
on the historic 1930 
berm along the north 
side of Route 66 in the 
section between Essex 
and Amboy.  This cre-
ative folk art is ongoing 
with words positioned so 
they can be read by those 
passing by. Sometimes 
the stones are painted 
with eye-popping colors.   
The berm was origi-

mentioned that it’s his 
favorite too.  It might be 
the favorite of a lot of 
people.  The key element 
of this sign is its in situ 
location and the contrast 
it creates…a giant road-
runner image against the 
backdrop of a giant vast 
landscape devoid of de-
velopment.    It wouldn’t 
be the same if it were 
moved somewhere else.  
This signage is special 
and is definitely one for 
preservation in place.  It 

needs to be under lock 
and key (surveillance). 

  Cecil Morgan, my 
mother-in-law’s friend 
lived at Cadiz Summit  
when she was a girl.  “It 
was a café/bar.  People 
went out there from Nee-
dles for dancing” Lubie 
Lopez shared with me.  
It is reported to have 
been built by George 
and Minnie Tienken 
who moved their busi-
ness (building and all) to 
this location after Route 

66 was realigned in 1931 
bypassing Goffs where it 
was originally located.  
The site is now in ruins, 
the rock walls (partially 
seen behind the car and 
trailer in the photograph) 
are painted with “grafitti 
folk art.” 

Danby.  The original 
Danby is a siding next to 
the railroad tracks.  The 
Danby along Route 66 
now includes a “ghost 
station” or abandoned 
gas station and store as 

well as the long shut-
tered, though still stand-
ing, district courthouse 
according to San Ber-
nardino County’s histo-
rian Roger Hathaway.

Essex. Reportedly, 
Jim Craig’s car broke 
down near Essex and 
Craig decided that Essex 
would be a good place to 
open a gas station.  He 
returned with his fam-
ily and began pumping 
gas out of 50 gallon bar-

Route 66, that a volcano 
was erupting.  The Fed-
eral Emergency Man-
agement Agency was 
notified when residents 
of Amboy prepared to 
evacuate.

Amboy.  Originally a 
support community and 
rail siding for local salt 
mines,  Roy’s Café and 
Motel originated with 
Roy Crowl, but was op-
erated by Buster Burris 

nally constructed to di-
vert sheet flooding from 
Route 66.

Road Runner Café.  
(See Glimpse 12-6-
2013 for photograph of 
this site).  Reportedly 
abandoned in 1995, the 
Road Runner Café is 
now a “ghost station” 
marked by my favorite 
RT66 vintage signage.  
In fact, Needles City 
Councilman Jim Lopez 

Essex. “Then” as shown in the Frasher postcard 
image above.

Glimpse from page 
9
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California Style
Turn Blue

By Grace Bernal

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 

Read the
Sentinel 

On The World Wide Web!                                                                                         
  To visit our blog, simply type 

http://sbsentinel.com/ into your 
URL box and hit enter.  You can 
view the Sentinel, read individual 
articles, offer comments and search 
our archives from the convenience 
of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or 

iPhone.

The blue movement 
is taking over the new 
season. Blue is a gor-

geous color and wonder-
ful to see come around. 
A lot of it has to do with 
people and choices they 

make when selecting 
they're colors. This taste 
is influencing the fash-

ion environment. Blue is 
like a cosmetic powdery 
shade and it looks fabu-
lous on the body. Blue is 
definitely worth show-
ing off this new season. 

Spring is almost here. 
Turn to blue. Enjoy get-
ting your blue on!

“It is human nature 
to think wisely and act 
in an absurd fashion.” 
-Anatole France

rels.  Later, Craig built 
the post office and gas 
station that still stand at 
the site. The service sta-
tion, now vacant, is an 
important building to 
stabilize and along with 
the wishing well may 
be the best place to tell 
the story of Essex and 
Route 66.   The school 
house was built in 1938 
(as per Dennis Casebier 
at the scoping meeting).   
In the late 1970s, I saw 
a sign posted in town 

crediting Johnny Car-
son for having brought 
television service to Es-
sex—the locals at the 
time claimed that Essex 
was the last place in the 
country to get TV and 
hailed Carson as a hero.

WWII practice ma-
neuver area.  Stone 
alignments outlining 
tents and pathways are 
the tell-tale signs of the 
presence of General Pat-
ton’s army reconnoiter-
ing in the area during the 
early 1940s south of the 
I-40 between east Essex 

and Goffs.
Goffs. Originally 

Goffs was also a wa-
ter stop along the 1883 
transcontinental steam 
engine railroad.   Goffs 
was also known as Blake 
between 1893 and 1902, 
named for Isaac Blake, 
the builder of the Nevada 
Southern Railway (later 
the California Eastern 
Railway 1895–1923) 
with its railhead there 
(See Myrick, David F., 
1963, Railroads of Ne-
vada and Eastern Cali-
fornia Vol. 2, (Howell-

North Books: Berkeley) 
pp. 841-848). 

A thriving communi-
ty in the 1920s when rain 
in Lanfair Valley was 
heavy enough to support 
“dry farms” Goffs was 
also the center of ranch-
ing and mining activi-
ties in the area.  Wives 
and children of railroad 
employees from Needles 
would often stay in Goffs 
during the hot summer 
months before the age of 
air conditioning.   Ranch 
houses, homes, a gen-
eral store that doubled 
as a square dance hall up 
until at least the 1980s 
is now collapsing, and a 
cemetery are situated in 
the area around the in-
tersection of Route 66, 
the Santa Fe railroad sid-
ing and Lanfair Road. 
The Goffs schoolhouse 
was rehabilitated by the 
Casebiers and the Mo-
jave Desert Heritage and 
Cultural Association 
and is used as a museum 
open to visitors dur-
ing regular hours.  See 
www.mdhca.org.

Quite a few people at 
the BLM’s scoping meet-

ing held in Needles had 
something to say, partic-
ularly about the points of 
interest around Needles.  
Future Glimpse:  Part 
III--Goffs to Needles 
and beyond to the Colo-

rado River Bridge.
 
Ruth Musser-Lopez 

may be contacted at 
760/885-9374 or via 
email at  Ruth@RiverA-
HAorg.
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the Joshua Tree Commu-
nity Plan and its precepts, 
and that it could not be 
cited as the grounds for 
keeping a business such 
as Dollar General from 
locating in Joshua Tree. 

“The Joshua Tree Com-
munity Plan articulates 
a vision of the commu-
nity,” Rahhal said. “lt 
sets their vision. It is 
not the sole source of 
regulation for land use, 
though.”

Dollar General  
from page 3


