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County Lays Claim to $33.8 Million In RDA Money Seized By The State

Dena Fuentes

The county of San
Bernardino has moved

to claim $33,818,415 it
maintains it is due back
from the state in the af-
termath of the shutter-
ing of its redevelopment
agency in 2011.

In 2011, the state leg-
islature at  Governor
Jerry Brown’s instiga-
tion passed legislation,
ABXI1 26, closing out the
more than 400 municipal
and county redevelop-
ment agencies in Cali-

fornia.
Redevelopment agen-
cies were formerly

adjuncts to local gov-
ernments which were
chartered to reduce
blight in those com-
munities and generate
economic development.
They were empowered
to utilize money avail-
able from the state and
federal government,
otherwise obtain loans

or financing, or to use
their own authority to is-
sue bonds, the proceeds
from which were used
to eliminate blight and
build infrastructure. The
improvements from this
redevelopment activity
would then, theoretical-
ly, result in an increase
in the value of the prop-
erty within those rede-
velopment agency proj-
ect areas. The increased

property tax revenue
from those areas would
be used to pay back the
loans or debt service the
bonds, that is, pay the
bondholders.

The law called for the
creation of successor
agencies to the defunct
redevelopment agencies,
which would then over-
see the discharging of
the redevelopment agen-
cies’ debt. See P2

DA Pressured Lewis Heir To Wear Wire Prior To His Suicide, Lawsuit Claims

David Lewis, a third
generation member of
the Lewis Homes home-
building and shopping
center development dy-
nasty, was driven to sui-
cide in 2010 by pressure
put on him by district
attorney Mike Ramos to
act as a cooperating wit-
ness against members
of his family, according
to a lawsuit filed by his
widow and surviving

David Lewis

son.
Lewis Operating Cor-

Bloomington Housing Project
To Include County Library

In what appears to be
the first such arrange-
ment of its kind, a de-
veloper has been given
clearance to build 190
high density residential
units in an unincorpo-
rated county area condi-
tional upon the inclusion
of a library and other in-
frastructure elements in
the development.

Irvine-based Bloom-
ington I Housing Part-
ners has obtained an
entitlement to build 190

residential ~ affordable
housing unit on nine
acres of county-owned
property near the corner
of Valley Boulevard and
Locust Avenue in the
community of Bloom-
ington. One year ago, on
February 26, 2013 the
board of supervisors ap-
proved the selection of
the Bloomington I Hous-
ing Partners, L.P. as the
developer, following a
request for qualifica-
tions process, See P5

poration and the Lewis
Group of Companies to-
day stand as two of the
premier business opera-
tions in San Bernardino
County. They are the
corporate successors to
Lewis Homes, which
was founded in Clare-
mont in 1955 by Ralph
Lewis, an attorney, and
his wife Goldy. Starting
with small subdivisions,
to which he had his wife

Mike Ramos

devote intense focus
with regard to design

and living space detail,
Ralph Lewis gradually
expanded the company’s
operation to involve
larger and larger devel-
opment projects.

By the 1970s, Lewis
Homes, which had relo-
cated its corporate head-
quarters to Upland, had
grown to become one
of Southern California’s
major homebuilders. In
the 1980s, the See P4

County Cites Overriding Concern To Give
3,114 Unit Project Near Apple Valley Okay

The board of supervi-
sors this week approved
a 3,114-residential unit
project on 1,557 acres
in the unincorporated
county area east of Ap-
ple Valley.

A public hearing on
the Hacienda at Fairview
Valley Specific Plan was
held by the Planning
Commission on Decem-
ber 5, 2013. Prior to the
hearing, a number of let-
ters both in support and
in opposition to the proj-

ect were received and
provided to the commis-
sion by separate memo-
randa. The commission
recommended approval
of the specific plan and
related actions on a vote
of 4-0, with one commis-
sioner recusing himself.

The project is to be
built at the northeast
corner of Laguna Seca
Drive and Cahuilla Road
as a master planned
residential community
focused primarily on ac-

tive adults, ages 55 and
above, totaling a maxi-
mum of 3,114 residential
units, 15 acres of com-
mercial and 336 acres of
parks, equestrian facili-
ties, and open space.

The project’s pro-
ponent is Strata Equity
Group Incorporated.

County Land Use Ser-
vices Director Tom Hud-
son called the project “a
sustainable system of
housing, recreation, re-
tail and infra- See P2

Thompson Will Replace Slaughter As County Real Estate Division Director

David Slaughter, the
director of the county of
San Bernardino’s Real
Estate Services Division,
will retire next month.

The county has gone
outside of its own ranks
to replace him, recruit-
ing Terry W. Thompson,
who has over 28 years of
extensive experience in
real estate management,
development, acquisi-
tions, and leasing in the

Terry Thompson
commercial real estate

endeavors  throughout
Southern California, to

oversee the division.

The director of the
real estate services de-
partment directly over-
sees the real estate divi-
sion and supervises the
managers of the archi-
tecture and engineer-
ing department and the
facilities = management
division, as well as the
administrative and fis-
cal section that provides
budgeting and account-
ing support to the group.

According to Greg
Devereaux, the county’s
chief executive officer
who made the final deci-
sion to employ Thomp-
son, “Mr. Terry Thomp-
son has a bachelor’s
degree in economics/
business from the Uni-
versity of California,
Los Angeles and is a
member and past presi-
dent of National Asso-
ciation of Industrial and
Office Properties, South-

ern California Chapter,
which is a nationally
known commercial real
estate development as-
sociation. Terry has
held several positions in
Southern California and
has handled assets and
portfolios in excess of
13 million square feet of
commercial properties,
coordinated the market-
ing of land sales, and
handled a variety of ac-
quisition activ- See P 11

Moving SBSO
Air Fleet From
Rialto To SB

International

After years of delays,
the county board of su-
pervisors this week of-
ficially committed to
relocating the sheriff’s
department’s aviation di-
vision from Rialto Air-
port to San Bernardino
International Airport.

Upon the recommen-
dation of David Slaugh-
ter, the director of the
county’s real estate
department, and sher-
iff John McMahon, the
county entered into a 25-
year lease and fuel ser-
vice agreement with the
San Bernardino Interna-
tional Airport Author-
ity for an approximately
61,640 square foot avia-
tion facility consisting
of a 27,500 square foot
aircraft maintenance
hangar, a 22,500 square
foot storage hangar and
11,640 square feet of
office space on approxi-
mately eight acres of
land.

The county also
signed a work agreement
with the authority for the
completion of 348,639
square feet of site work
improvements.

San Bernardino Inter-
national Airport is locat-
ed on the grounds of the
now shuttered Norton
Air Force Base, lying be-
tween the cities of High-
land and San Bernardino
and north of Loma Lin-
da. The airport is owned
and operated by a joint
powers agency, the San
Bernardino International
Airport Authority, which
consists of the county
of San Bernardino, and
the cities of Highland,
Colton, Loma Linda and
San Bernardino.

According to a report
to the board of supervi-
sors jointly submitted by
McMahon and Slaughter,
“This item is for a twen-
ty-five year lease with
San Bernardino Interna-
tional  Airport See P 3
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County Approves
Over 3,000 Units
Near Apple Valley
from front page
structure in which the de-
velopment complements
the natural resources and
environment. The proj-
ect will also ensure the
development of a well-
planned, balanced, and
sustainable county by
providing the framework
for a master planned
community. The project
is organized around four
neighborhood ‘villages’
that will be linked to-
gether through a network
of local roadways, multi-
use trails and pedestrian
paths, parks, greenbelts,
water features, and natu-
ral open space. The proj-

ect also contains two
overlay districts that pro-
vide options for expand-
ed equestrian uses and a
golf course. The project
is located approximately
two miles east of the
town of Apple Valley
and within the town’s
sphere of influence.”
According to Hudson
the project is proposed
to be developed in four
phases over a 15-20 year
timeframe. “It is
portant to note that the
Hacienda at Fairview
Valley Specific Plan is
conceptual in nature
and does not include
any subdivision or pre-
cise development plans.
Therefore, while specific
acreage assumptions are
assigned to each land use

im-

category in the specific
plan document for plan-
ning and environmental
purposes, the land use
areas shown on the land
use plan are conceptual
and will require specific
mapping before individ-
ual development parcels
can be created. Further-
more, additional studies
will be needed before all
necessary infrastructure
and public facilities can
be designed to accom-
modate the project’s de-
velopment phases.”

With regard to envi-
ronmental compliance,
Hudson said a project-
level environmental im-
pact report was prepared
for the project, evaluat-
ing potentially signifi-
cant effects.

“The potential envi-
ronmental effects have
been exhaustively ana-
lyzed in a final environ-

mental impact report
together with a draft
environmental  impact

report and errata thereto,
which is subject to certi-
fication by the board of
supervisors. All of the
potential  environmen-
tal impacts were deter-
mined to be capable of
being reduced to a less
than significant level
except in the following
areas: 1) aesthetics, 2)
air quality, 3) biological
resources, and 4) traffic
and circulation, which
were determined to be
significant and unavoid-
able.”

Because not all the
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project’s impacts can be
reduced to a level that
is less than significant,
findings of fact and a
statement of overrid-
ing considerations was

adopted by the board of
supervisors in approv-
ing the project. That vote
was made unanimously.

Continued on Page 5

RDA Fund Recov-
ery from front page
This week, the San
Bernardino County
Board of Supervisors
approved an agreement
between the successor
agency to the county

redevelopment agency
and the county to have
the successor agency

pay back $12,180,971 in

Inland Empire Bankruptcy Center
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outstanding loans from
the county to its redevel-
opment agency. Those
loans included one to the
Cedar Glen Redevelop-
ment Project Area of
$10,365,000 and another
to the Mission Blvd.
Redevelopment Project
Area of $50,000. In ad-
dition to principal on
those loans, the first had

accrued $1,755,628 in in-
terest to reflect a debt of
$12,120,628 and the sec-
ond had accrued $10,343
in interest to reach a total
debt of $60,343.

The county claims
that under a law passed
after the redevelopment
agencies were closed
out, Assembly Bill 1484,
the obligations the loans

involved could be rees-
tablished if it is demon-
strated the loans were
made for a legitimate
redevelopment purpose.
Those loans thus now
stand as enforceable ob-
ligations, according to
the county, and the Cali-
fornia Department of Fi-
nance is obliged to make
those payments in full to

the county.
Furthermore, accord-
ing to the county, it is
applying to have the
successor agency to its
redevelopment agency
transfer all remaining
funds, estimated to be
$21,637,444 of outstand-
ing successor agency
bond proceeds to the
county relating to bonds
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BANKRUPT

issued for redevelopment
efforts in Cedar Glen
and San Sevaine.

Cedar Glen lies with-
in the San Bernardino
Mountains and  San
Sevaine is in the unin-
corporated area between
and north of the Rancho
Cucamonga/Fontana
city limits.

According to Dena
Fuentes, the director
of the San Bernardino
County Department of
Community  Develop-
ment and Housing, the
aforementioned Assem-
bly Bill 1484 gives the
board of supervisors the
authority to “act as the
governing body of the
successor agency to the
redevelopment  agency
of the county of San
Bernardino [to] adopt
a resolution approving
the agreement regard-
ing expenditure of bond
proceeds between the
successor agency to the
redevelopment agency of
the county of San Ber-
nardino and the county
of San Bernardino for
the transfer of all re-
maining funds, estimat-
ed to be $21,637,444 of
outstanding successor’s
agency bond proceeds to
the county, to be expend-
ed in a manner consis-
tent with original bond
covenants.”

That money, Fuentes
said, included $4,756,226
in Cedar Glen Tax Ex-
empt Bonds, $3,810,122

in San Sevaine Tax
Exempt Bonds, and
$13,071,096 in  San

Sevaine Taxable Bonds.
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Picture yourself'in a boat on a river,

With tangerine trees and marmalade skies
Somebody calls you, you answer quite slowly,
A girl with kaleidoscope eyes.

By Ruth Musser-Lo-
pez.

The “tangerine trees
and marmalade skies,”
that John Lennon sang
about sounds much like
San Bernardino County
no matter how you dice
the citric acid:

The Beatles had to be
singing about San Ber-
nardino County with
those words from “Lucy
in the Sky with Dia-
monds.”

Picture yourself in a

boat on ariver? You may
never have had a chance
to visit the east coast of
California, which is the
west bank of the Colo-
rado River located in

San Bernardino County.
Also, we do have the

Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
Marmalade Mansions and Tangerine Skies

Marmalade = Mansions
in Redlands and a (Ser-
geant) pepper tree lined

“Euclid Avenue” that
we might just as well
call “Tangerine Sky Pre-
serve” because of all the
relic grove mansions that
remain after the tanger-
ine and orange groves
were leveled for housing.

No one seems to
know where the Beatles

spent their time in south-
ern California after their
debut here at the Hol-
lywood Bowl in 1964.
Those two days remain
a mystery but within
three-and-a-half  years
they recorded “Lucy in
the Sky with Diamonds”
and released it in their
Sgt.  Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band album
in 1967. Where did they
go? San Bernardino?
Last week we featured
indoor preserves or “mu-
seums” in our county.
This week we are going
for “outdoor preserves.”
Places where you might
want to get out and walk

around—ijust like the
Beatles may have done
during those mysteri-
ous days after their big

malade Mansion” why
not just enjoy a slice of
“lemon meringue” eye
pie by viewing these re-

splash at the Hollywood
Bowl.
Historic
“preserves” and places
to go....in San Bern-ar-
deen-o:
Marmalade

outdoor

Man-
sions  909/793-2546. If
you can’t live in a “Mar-

stored treasures of the
SBC. More than 300
Victorian style mansions
line or are near Redlands
Boulevard--built by ear-
ly citrus industry farm-
ers who became wealthy
while residing here in

Continued on Page 7

Sheriff’s Air Fleet
Going To SBIA

from front page

Authority for a new avia-
tion facility for the sher-
iff consisting of 50,000
square feet of hangar
space for aircraft storage
and maintenance, 11,640
square feet for office
space and other aviation
related site improve-
ments on approximately
eight acres located at
San Bernardino Inter-
national Airport in San
Bernardino because of
the need to relocate from

the soon-to-be closed Ri-
alto Municipal Airport
and provide additional
hangar and office space
to accommodate the ex-
panded aviation needs of
the sheriff.”

On July 5, 1977, the
board of supervisors ap-
proved a twenty-year
lease agreement with
the city of Rialto for
6.77 acres of land at the
Rialto Municipal Air-
port for rent of $1 per
year. The county con-
structed a 12,750 square
foot aviation facility for
the sheriff to store and
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maintain fixed wing
aircraft and helicop-
ters, and conduct avia-
tion operations. In the
thirty-seven years since
the lease was originally
approved, the board ap-
proved two amendments
adding language regard-
ing use of the airport and
extend the term thirty
years to the current lease
termination date of June
30, 2027.

In 2007, however, the
continuation of the sher-
iff’s department’s avia-
tion operations at Rialto
Airport was attenuated
when the city of Rialto
and its redevelopment
agency entered into a
development agreement
with  Hillwood/Lewis,
LLC, pursuant to which
the Rialto Municipal
Airport would be de-
commissioned and the
site redeveloped for non-
aviation related uses.

At that point the coun-
ty’s real estate services
department and the sher-
iff began searching for a
new location from which
its aviation division, the
28th largest air fleet in
the world, could be oper-
ated. According to Mc-
Mahon and Slaughter,
“The parameters for the
search were based on
response times, weather
conditions (ground fog,
wind), sufficient ground
to construct a larger
facility to provide on-
going maintenance and
storage for ten helicop-
ters, four fixed wing air-
craft and six command
post/trailer vehicles, and
the overall cost for a new

facility.”

San Bernardino Inter-
national Airport, Chino
Airport, Ontario Inter-
national Airport and a
site in Redlands were
identified as potential lo-
cations for a new facility.
County chief executive
officer Greg Devereux
was a strong proponent
for basing the sheriff’s
air fleet at Chino Airport.
All other participants in
the process, however,
favored San Bernardino
International  Airport,
which was determined
to be the best location
and to have the best
weather conditions for
deployment in response
to calls to the sheriff for
aviation assistance, 71%
of which are for services
in the east end of the San
Bernardino Valley. On
April 6, 2011, the county
administrative office ap-
proved Capital Improve-
ment Program request
No.11-188, submitted
by the sheriff for a new
aviation facility in San
Bernardino  consisting
of approximately 39,000
square feet of hangar
space, 16,000 square feet
of office space and 4,200
square feet of shop space.
Another factor emerged
in headquartering the
sheriff’s aviation divi-
sion in San Bernardino.
The sheriff’s emergency
operations division in-
cludes both the aviation
and volunteer forces
units. The emergency
operations division has
forty-four full-time per-
sonnel and oversees over
2,000 reservists, citizens

on patrol, and other vol-
unteers throughout the
county. The emergency
operations division pro-
vides aviation support to
all agencies in the county
and handles major disas-
ter and large scale search
and rescue operations.
The volunteer forces unit
is currently located at
sheriff headquarters in
San Bernardino.

According to McMa-
hon and Slaughter, “Op-
erationally and in the
event of an emergency,
it is ideal to have both
units, aviation and vol-
unteer forces, located in
one facility and under
one unified command
structure. Consequently,
the emergency opera-
tions division will also
be located in the new
aviation facility at San
Bernardino International
Airport.”

Despite the paltry $1
per year lease payments
the county is making to
Rialto for the use of the
facilities at Rialto Mu-
nicipal Airport, Rialto is
required to provide relo-
cation compensation and
assistance to the existing
tenants because of its
closing. In order to pro-
vide a facility of like size
and cover moving costs,
Rialto offered to pay
the county $4,121,878,
which the real estate
services department and
sheriff staff determined
to be reasonable. The
$4,121,878 payment will
be deposited into a Fed-
eral Aviation Adminis-
tration required escrow
account and disbursed

directly to San Bernardi-
no International Airport
Authority as part of the
$9,600,000 prepaid rent
for the new sheriff avia-
tion facility.

The twenty-five year
lease agreement includes
five five-year options to
extend the term and will
commence upon com-
pletion and issuance of a
certificate of occupancy
for the 50,000 square
feet of hangar space,
the 11,640 square feet
of office space and site
improvements. The rent
for the hangar and office
buildings for the initial
term of twenty-five years
is $9,600,000 and will be
paid in full upon comple-
tion of the facilities and
commencement of the
initial twenty-five year
lease term.

The initial ground rent
for the eight acres for
the first five years of the
lease term is $6,850 per
month. After the initial
twenty-five year lease
term and upon exercis-
ing one or more of five
five-year options to ex-
tend the term, the county
can acquire the hangar
and office buildings for
$100. The county will
be required to continue
to pay ground rent dur-
ing any extended term.
The lease is exempt from
requirements of County
Policy 08-02-01 regard-
ing leasing privately
owned real property for
county use because San
Bernardino International
Airport Authority is a
public entity.
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Lawsuit Alleges
Lewis Heir Acted
As Informant For
Ramos from front
page

company became known
for its large master
planned developments,
involving specific plans
that included homes, re-
tail centers, schools and
parks. By 1990, Lewis
Homes was the single
largest homebuilder in
the western San Ber-
nardino County cities of
Ontario, Upland, Ran-
cho Cucamonga and
Fontana, and the torch
had been passed to the
second generation of
the Lewis family — sons
Richard, Randall, Rob-
ert and Roger — who
guided the company’s
scope of operations be-
yond California to Ne-
vada, Arizona and Utah
and transformed the par-
adigm of Lewis Homes
to include an array of
partnerships and ven-
tures falling under the
umbrella of the Lewis
Group of Companies.
Now in its 59th year, the
Lewis juggernaut has
completed the develop-
ment of 56,000 homes,
10,000 apartments and
14 million square feet of
retail, office, and indus-
trial space.

With the march of
time, two members
among the third genera-
tion of the Lewis Fam-
ily were stepping into
the shoes of their fore-
bears, David Lewis and
Jennifer Lewis, the son
and daughter of Richard
Lewis. Jennifer, with a
bachelor’s degree in ur-
ban and regional plan-
ning and development
from the University of
Southern California,
was involved in the plan-
ning of new development
projects.

David, who graduated
cum laude with a B.A. in
business economics and
accounting from UCLA
and went on to obtain a
masters degree in real
estate development with
a specialization in fi-
nance and construction
management from the
University of Southern
California, had acceded
to become the execu-
tive vice president of the
Lewis Group of Com-
panies, overseeing both
land acquisition and
obtaining building en-

titlements in Nevada and
Southern California. He
had also worked closely
with his uncle Randall
on the marketing of the
company’s various pro-
posed and completed
projects, such as in
March 2009, when the
two made a presentation
to the Rancho Cucamon-
ga City Council relating
to a proposal by a con-
sortium the company
had formed with several
other developers known
as Rancho Partners with
regard to that group’s
plans to acquire 1,400
acres of surplus flood
control district property
within and straddling
Rancho  Cucamonga’s
city limits and subdivide
it for both residential and
commercial use.

By 2008, David Lewis
was at the seeming pin-
nacle of success and was
being groomed as the
heir apparent to succeed
his father as the head of
the company. Along the
way, he was elected to
the board of directors of
the Baldy View Chapter
of the Building Industry
Association, was a mem-
ber of the Urban Land
Institute, a member of
the National Association
of Office and Industrial
Properties, as well as a
member of USC’s Grad-
uate Real Estate Asso-
ciation.

Married and with a
young son he had named
after his grandfather
Ralph, David was work-
ing in large part out of
the company office in
Las Vegas where he had
established a second
home, though he con-
tinued to have a role in
pursuing business for the
company elsewhere.

Sometime in 2009,
however, his life took a
sharp turn downward,
subjecting him to here-
tofore unimaginable
and, apparently unbear-
able, pressure. That
pressure included an
intensifying battle with
drug addiction, pending
criminal charges and the
attempts by law enforce-
ment to subjugate him
into a role of informant
against friends and ac-
quaintances, politicians
with whom his business
dealings had brought
him into contact, others
in the building industry,
and, worse still, mem-
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bers of his own family.

While the precise set
of circumstances that
led David Lewis into the
depth of despair have
long been shrouded, that
fog has now begun to
lift.

What is established
is that on June 22, 2010,
he returned to his Las
Vegas Vegas home and,
according to the Las Ve-
gas Metro Police, used a
shotgun to kill himself.

The Clark County
Coroner’s Office ruled
the death a suicide.

On July 11, 2011, Lew-
is” widow Rachel and
son Ralph Lewis filed
a lawsuit in San Ber-
nardino County Superior
Court naming the county
of San Bernardino, state
of California Highway
Patrol, San Bernardino
County District Attorney
Michael Ramos, a State
Highway Patrol officer
identified only by his last
name, Bissett, and three
San Bernardino County
sheriff’s department em-
ployees.

Rachel and Ralph
Lewis are represented
in the suit by New York-
based attorney Paul L.
Mills.

According to the law-
suit, between June 6,
2010 and ending on June
22, 2010, Lewis “under-
took a series of actions
whose combined goal
and intention was to
commit suicide. During

this period he (Lewis)
was subjected to coer-
cion by the San Ber-
nardino County District
Attorney’s Office, defen-
dant District Attorney
Mike Ramos and other
San Bernardino County
employees, against dece-
dent, to cooperate in an
investigation of his fam-
ily, including by wear-
ing a concealed elec-
tronic recording device
and other actions, when
these defendants knew or
should have known that,
due to his wvulnerable
mental condition, this
coercion was reasonably
likely to cause decedent
substantial or permanent
mental injury, or cause
him to take his own life.”
The complaint high-
lights the fact that Lewis
was arrested the day
prior to his death. On
June 21, 2010, Lewis was
pulled-over by a CHP
Officer on Interstate 15,
and subsequently arrest-
ed for being under the in-
fluence of drugs. Several
hours later, Lewis was
released from the West
Valley Detention Center
in Rancho Cucamonga.
The complaint states
that approximately 12
hours after his arrest,
at or about 11:00 a.m.,
Lewis killed himself.
The lawsuit contends
that the Lewis family
was, at the time of Lew-
1S’ suicide, under inves-
tigation by the San Ber-

LOOK FOR OUR NEW WEBSITE

nardino County District
Attorney.

During the last seven
to eight months of his
life, there were indica-
tors that David Lewis
was working with ei-
ther the San Bernardino
County District Attor-
ney’s Office or another
prosecutorial or investi-
gative agency, meeting
with or phoning witness-
es and criminal suspects
and their associates,
seeking information and
statements that would be
of use in constructing
any of a number of pub-
lic corruption cases. The
district attorney’s office
has not confirmed or de-
nied that Lewis was act-
ing in any such capacity.

Some public officials
were completely unsus-
pecting of Lewis. Oth-
ers grew wary of him
and his approaches. It is
unknown what informa-
tion he may have been
successful in garnering.
With his passing, he will
not be available to testify
against anyone, though
it is conceivable that
audio recordings made
of conversations he had
with various individuals
might yet be produced as
evidence against some
targets of those investi-
gations where criminal
charges have already
been filed. The three-
year statute of limita-
tions has elapsed against
any targets not already
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charged.
Rancho Cucamonga

city councilman Rex
Gutierrez, who was
charged by the district
attorney’s office and

subsequently convicted
of theft, fraud and con-
spiracy for working on
personal and political-
ly-related issues while
employed at the county
assessor’s office, told
the Sentinel in an ar-
ticle published on July
9, 2010 and before his
conviction in 2010 that
he considered David
Lewis, with whom he
had become acquainted
over the previous sever-
al years, something of a
friend. But they were not
overly close, Gutierrez
said. Early in 2010, Lew-
is evinced an increased
interest in  speaking
and meeting with him,
Gutierrez reported. The
timing of this coincided
with Gutierrez’s prog-
ress toward trial on the
charges of which he was
eventually convicted and
which were filed against
him in 2009. The first
trial held on the mat-
ter ended in a mistrial
on June 30, 2010, eight
days after Lewis’s death.
Gutierrez was convicted
at a second trial in Octo-
ber 2010.

The district attorney’s
case consisted of alle-
gations that Gutierrez

Continued on Page 6
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Affordable Health Care For All Hinges On A Fair Marketplace

By State Assemblyman
Curt Hagman

With the help of Con-
gress, the president’s
health reform concepts
(usually referenced as
Obamacare) became
law and its supporters
claimed it would spur
better care, lower costs
and build a stronger
economy. But the more
we learn about the plan
as it is implemented,
the more concerned
hard-working  Califor-
nians have become. For
starters, do you remem-
ber the president’s oft-
repeated promise of “if
you like your health care
plan, you can keep it?”
In California, insurers
cancelled approximately
1.1 million individual
health insurance poli-
cies that did not meet the
Act’s requirements even
though people were sat-
isfied with their existing
plans.

That is why I have co-
authored legislation to

allow these consumers
to keep their preferred
plans for an additional
year. It will be a tem-
porary fix, but provide
some needed relief for
those whose lives were
disrupted due to a bro-
ken promise.

The New York Times
reported that the Demo-
crats in Congress at-
tempt to use the Afford-
able Care Act to win
over Latino voters. That
has backfired. The at-
tempt to court Spanish-
speaking Latinos failed
so miserably that it only
helped to emphasize the
many ways the Afford-
able Care Act, despite
being directly marketed
to this target population,
could disproportionately
hurt them by limiting
doctor choices and cer-
tain types of coverage.

The lives of many
Californians have also
been disrupted thanks to
the lack of privacy and
security of their personal

Guest Opinion

information on Covered
California (the state’s
Obamacare exchange).
The press found that the
exchange gave consum-
ers’ contact information
to insurance telemarket-
ers without their consent.
People complained of re-
ceiving calls from agents
trying to sell them insur-
ance.

In response, 1 have
also co-authored legisla-
tion to require Covered
California to first gain
permission from con-
sumers before it releases
their information to third
parties. It will also re-
quire the exchange to
notify the public of any
breach in security. The
threat of identity theft
and fraud are real, espe-
cially since Covered Cal-
ifornia has hired felons

convicted of financial
crimes to sign up Cali-
fornians for insurance.
Some of the hired felons
were convicted of crimes
such as welfare fraud,
forgery, shoplifting and
burglary.

The torrent of bad
news continues. Cov-
ered California spent
$1.37 million for a pro-
motional web  video
featuring Richard Sim-
mons and an Obama im-
personator. It is a waste
of money. I would have
preferred it spent on ac-
tually giving health care
to someone in need.

With such question-
able spending decisions,
it comes as no surprise
that Covered California
now needs $78 million to
avoid a deficit after July
2015 and another $34

million the year after. If
it cannot find the mon-
ey, California taxpayers
could be forced to make
up the difference. That
means higher premiums,
higher taxes or cuts in
other services.

Unfortunately the
problems I have men-
tioned are just the tip of
the iceberg. The non-
partisan Congressional
Budget office recently
reported that Affordable
Care Act will result in
the loss of 2 million full-
time jobs by 2017. It is
already hard enough for
Americans to find good
paying jobs due to the
policy and tax burdens
that liberal Congres-
sional politicians have
imposed on job cre-
ators. Perhaps it is why
the president decided to
delay the mandate forc-
ing small businesses to
shoulder costs they may
not be able to afford
from 2014 to 2016 — con-

veniently after the mid-
term elections this year.

This is what happens
when Congress assumes
more control over health
care — it creates win-
ners and losers. Govern-
ment needs to ensure
a fair marketplace, but
it should not be in the
business of trying to do
things that can be bet-
ter handled by the pri-
vate sector. By allowing
the free market to work,
we can offer affordable
health care options for
more people without
raising taxes or busting
the budget. Until that
day comes, expect to
see more costly devel-
opments in the months
ahead.

Assemblyman  Curt
Hagman, R-Chino Hi
epublican Floor Leader
and represents the 55h
Assembly District in the
California lls, is the As-
sistant R Legislature.

Bloomington Proj-
ect from front page
to develop an afford-
able mixed-generational

housing and library de-
velopment.

In addition to build-
ing a 6,500-square foot
county library, Bloom-
ington [ Housing Part-
ners has agreed to pro-
vide $2,012,590 toward

Design Development Construction

CA LICENSE # 572359

financing the construc-
tion of wastewater sys-
tem improvements. The
$2,012,590 will be made
available to County Ser-
vice Area 70 in a lump
sum. Any unused funds

will be returned to the
County Department of
Community  Develop-
ment and Housing upon
completion of the sewer
improvement project.
The county board of

DESIGN

NEW CONSTRUCTION
REMODELS

620 ARROW HWY. LA VERNE, CA
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www.wfconstruction.com

FREE
DESIGN
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supervisors accepted
that financing arrange-
ment this week.

A companion item
approved by the board
of supervisors approved
a contract with Chris-

Massive Subdivi-
sion Near Apple
Valley from page 2

According to Hudson,
the overriding benefits
of the project included
new residential devel-
opment that satisfies an
identified need providing
housing for active adults
in the region, the genera-
tion of sales tax revenue,
improved drainage fa-
cilities for the area, com-
pliance with the Town of
Apple Valley’s resident-
approved density for the
area of a maximum of
two dwelling units per
acre and new employ-
ment opportunities asso-
ciated with the proposed
commercial  develop-
ment.

{5

tensen Brothers Gen-
eral Engineering, Inc., to
construct the wastewater
system improvements,
consisting of approxi-
mately 5,149-feet of 18-
inch diameter PVC sewer
line beneath Valley Bou-
levard,  miscellaneous
small diameter sewer
lines, 20 precast man-
holes, a metering and

Continued on Page 9
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Lewis Heir’s
Widow Files
Suit,Claiming DA
Manipulated Her
Husband from

page 4

had voted favorably as
a Rancho Cucamonga
city councilman on proj-
ects by developer Jeff
Burum and that Burum
had essentially rewarded
or bribed Gutierrez by
interceding with then-
county assessor Bill
Postmus, to whom Bu-
rum had delivered over
$400,000 in political
contributions, to hire
Gutierrez into a no-work
assignment at the as-
sessor’s office. After a
two week trial and less
than three days of delib-
erations, the jury dead-
locked.

In the weeks and
months before the trial,
David Lewis made re-
peated contact with Guti-
errez, inquiring about
how the preparation for
his trial was going and
other issues involving
Burum.

“I felt it was amazing
how he would call me
so often and ask ques-
tions about the Colonies
and my involvement
with Jeff Burum. I didn’t
think about it at the time,
but in retrospect I think
it is conceivable he was
looking for information
that might have been of
use in my prosecution or

in a case the district at-
torney’s office wants to
make against Jeff Bu-
rum. [ really didn’t get
too deep into it with him.
I pretty much told him
I didn’t think Jeff had
done anything illegal
and said I didn’t know of
anything inappropriate
that went on.”
Gutierrez’s reference
to the Colonies is to The
Colonies at San Antonio
project, which was un-
dertaken by a company
co-managed by Burum,
the Colonies Partners.
In 2002 the Colonies
Partners sued the county
over flood control issues
at the Colonies project,
located in northeastern
Upland and in 2006, that
lawsuit was resolved by
a controversial 3-2 vote
of the board of super-
visors to confer a $102
million settlement on
the Colonies Partners.
That vote was supported
by then-supervisor Bill
Postmus, and supervi-
sors Gary Ovitt and Paul
Biane. The San Ber-
nardino County District
Attorney’s Office and
the California Attorney
General’s Office indicted
Postmus and Jim Erwin,
a former president of the
San Bernardino County
sheriff’s deputies union
who served as a con-
sultant to the Colonies
Partners during their ef-
forts to settle their law-
suit against the county
and who was later hired

San Bernardino County Sentinel

by Postmus as assistant
assessor, charging them
with involvement in an
extortion, bribery and
conspiracy scheme in
connection with the $102
million settlement and
Burum’s provision of
four separate $100,000
contributions to politi-
cal action committees
controlled by Postmus
and Erwin, as well as
Paul Biane, and Mark
Kirk, Ovitt’s then-chief
of staff. Postmus subse-
quently pleaded guilty to
all charges against him
and turned state’s ecvi-
dence. A superseding in-
dictment named Erwin,
Burum, Biane and Kirk,
charging them with brib-
ery and conspiracy in re-
lation to the settlement.

In the earlier refer-
enced July 9, 2010 Sen-
tinel article, Erwin said
that the month before the
original February 2010
criminal indictment
was handed down he re-
ceived a call out of the
blue from David Lewis.
The call was both unex-
pected and unwelcome,
Erwin said, in that there
was no particular affec-
tion between him and
Lewis and indeed some
small degree of tension
in their relationship, in
that his affiliation with
Burum and his company,
which to a certain extent
has had a historical rival-
ry with the Lewis Group
of Companies, put him at
odds with Lewis.

“He told me he had

some Lakers tickets and
that he would send a lim-
ousine out to pick me up
so we could go to the
game together,” Erwin
said. “I didn’t really con-
sider him to be a friend
or even an acquaintance.
I didn’t think it was a
good idea. It occurred
to me, and seemed more
likely, that he would be
wearing a wire. | mean,
this phone call came out
of nowhere. [ politely
told him, ‘No, thanks.’
It’s one thing to go out
on the town with some-
one for a fun evening,

but something again
when they are trying to
record you.”

David Lewis on mul-
tiple occasions over the
last six months of his
life was witnessed in
the company of Upland
Mayor John Pomierski,
who, was eventually, in
March 2011, indicted
by a federal grand jury
on political corruption
charges involving, brib-
ery, extortion and money
laundering. He subse-
quently pleaded guilty
and is now serving time
in a federal penitentiary.

Lewis Homes, with its
corporate headquarters
in Upland, has historical-
ly been one of the major
residential developers in
the city. The Lewis Op-
erating Company and the
Lewis Group of Compa-
nies and their principals
had been major donors
to Pomierski’s election-
eering funds over the ten

Advertise in the Sentinel

years he was in office.

Exactly what infor-
mation was exchanged
between Pomierski and
young Lewis during
their various huddling
sessions is not publicly
known. The exchanges,
at the time they were
taking  place, were
viewed simply by many
as innocent social con-
tacts between the up and
coming developer and
an established older, and
more gregarious, politi-
cal hand. Nevertheless,
the FBI focus on poten-
tial political corruption
involving Pomierski and
reports that develop-
ers were being shaken
down for kickbacks or
having their projects and
proposals benefited by
upfront under the table
payments made many
developers doing busi-
ness on the west end of
San Bernardino County
in general and in the City
of Gracious Living in
particular, very nervous.

David Lewis may
have taken to his grave
specific knowledge about
any such kickbacks if in-
deed he ever had such
knowledge at all.

The reason for Lewis’
apparent cooperation
with law enforcement
authorities is not entirely
clear. For some time, his
drug use was whispered
about in rarified quar-
ters of the community.
His arrest by the CHP
gave credence to those
subliminal  suspicions.
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Such a proclivity, aug-
mented by a sub rosa
arrest, could have given
the district attorney’s of-
fice or the FBI leverage
with which to secure his
cooperation in their in-
vestigations.

Perhaps of relevance
is the possibility that he
had either fear, or direct
or indirect knowledge,
of facts related to the
FBI’s inquiry and where
it might lead and was
potentially  personally
caught up in the inves-
tigation into allegations
of kickbacks and bribery
involving developers and
local elected officials.

In the lawsuit filed on
behalf of his widow and
son, however, the only
reference to his acting as
an informant is on behalf
of the San Bernardino
County District Attor-
ney’s Office, not the FBI
or U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice.

“There was a state-
created danger as to the
district attorney, because
he [Mike Ramos] co-
erced the decedent into
conduct that pushed him
in his fragile condition
of mental disability into
becoming suicidal. This
affirmative action left
him in a worse condition
and caused his death,” a
filing made on Decem-
ber 1, 2011 in U.S. Dis-
trict Court states.

That filing came after
the case was transferred
on October 4, 2011, pur-
suant to a motion by the
county, to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Cen-
tral District of Califor-
nia, Eastern Division,
due to the federal causes
of action listed in the
lawsuit.

In addition to claim-
ing that Ramos and dis-
trict attorneys’ office
subjected David Lewis
to psychological pressure
that led to his suicide, the
suit also propounds the
theory that the CHP and
the sheriff’s department
acted with callous dis-
regard to David Lewis’
safety and wellbeing be-
cause several items in-
dicating he was suicidal
were found in his car at
the time of his arrest,
including books about
committing suicide and
the use of a firearm, as
well as containers of a

Continued on Page 7
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County Treasurer Recalculates Grand Terrace’s Post-RDA Property Tax Revenue Yet Again

The city of Grand
Terrace has been crossed
up once again by the
county treasurer/tax col-
lector’s office, which for
the third time in the last
eight months has recal-
culated the amount of
property tax residuals
the Blue Mountain City
will receive as a conse-
quence of the shutter-
ing of its redevelopment

closed out municipal re-
development  agencies
statewide. That change
was particularly hard
on Grand Terrace, the
county’s third smallest
city population-wise and
smallest in terms of vi-
able commercial devel-
opment, which translates
into very low sales tax
revenue. The city had
traditionally relied upon
its redevelopment agen-

ment of about one-sixth
of its staff.

When the city passed
its current 2013-14 bud-
get, it had done so based
on the county tax collec-
tor/treasurer’s represen-
tation that the city would
be entitled to and would
actually receive 20 per-
cent of its post-redevel-
opment era property tax
residuals.

City officials passed

June that carried with it
the possibility that city
operations would be cut
back on January 1 if city
voters did not approve
a utility tax in Novem-
ber. That measure did,
in fact, fail, but city of-
ficials were heartened to
learn shortly thereafter
that the city would actu-
ally be receiving 45 per-
cent of its property tax
residuals.

planned-upon cuts to
municipal operations
that were to go into ef-
fect with the new year
were not triggered.
Within the last fort-
night, however, the city’s
financial consultant,
the Rosenow Spevacek
Group, informed acting
city manager Ken Hen-
derson that Grand Ter-
race can count upon re-

The city council,
which was scheduled to
review the city’s mid-
year budget figures and
make any appropriate
adjustments on Febru-
ary 25, put that discus-
sion off until its March
11 meeting at which
point its members hope
to have firmer numbers
with regard to the city’s
eroding and fluid finan-

agency. ceiving 29 percent of its  (ia] condition.

In 2011, the state ¢y to fund the employ- a preliminary budget in The previously  property tax residuals.
Glimpse from statue and drive, walk, dow of your car: historic Cross County. new form and meaning. Viet Nam, Modern and
page 3 run, bike all the way up structures, abandoned Elmer Long’s Bottle Check out this “high Civilian planes as well as

San Bernardino County
during the early 1900s
when citrus was the eco-
nomic king. Obtain a
guide from the Redlands
Chamber of Commerce
to expedite your trip at
One East Redlands Bou-
levard, Redlands.
Tangerine Sky Man-
sions and the Madonna
of the Trail statue. Okay,
I coined the “Tangerine
Sky Mansions” title my-
self, but it works. Here,
along Euclid Avenue are

"E 1 T S
The Madonna of the
Trail

relic grove mansions,
some Victorian, that re-
main after the tangerine,
grapefruit and mostly
lemon and orange groves
were leveled for housing.
Start your visit at the

Euclid. (You’ll like the
trip back, all downbhill).
Designed by German
born sculptor August
Leimbach, the statue was
a project of the National
Old Trails Road Associa-
tion, established by the
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) in
1911. Leimbach’s vision
for the 5 ton, 10 foot fig-
ure is a “pioneer mother
whose husband had not
come home when he
promised. Believing he
was in danger, she put
her little child in a blan-
ket, grabbed the rifle and
her boy, and ran out to
look for father” (as per
Jim Turner, historian).
Read more about the
statue at http:/jimturner-
historian.org. The statue

is located at the corner of s

Euclid Ave. and Foothill
Boulevard (Route 66),
Upland.

Route 66 From the
Madonna of the Trail
to the Colorado River
crossing, there is only
one section where Route
66 is segmented and
that is in the city of San
Bernardino by the 1-215.
Many sites along the
RT66 corridor can be
enjoyed from the win-

ghost towns, ghost ser-
vice stations and scenic
desert vistas and land-
scapes. Many books
and online resources are
available—I started to
list historic places, how-
ever the list of “’must-
sees” is so long that I
would not want to leave
anything out. Instead,
I will devote a separate
Glimpse to this topic.
Construction activities
along that section of 215
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The Bottle Tree Ranch

will soon end leaving
a connected variation
of Route 66 that can be
used as an emergency
and maintenance road
about 250 miles long.

1038 W 4th St (4th and Mountain) ~ Ontario, CA 91762 (909) 984-9067

For 103 years the Bumsteads have been selling and servicing bicycles in the Pomona
Valley under the shadow of Mt. Baldy. Now serving the communities of Ontario, Upland,
Chino, Rancho Cucamonga, Claremont, Montclair, and Pomona with Trek Bicycles.

Trek Bicycles
3G Cruisers

American Flyer
Soma

Our product line includes:

Nirve Cruisers Fit Freestyle Volume Mirraco
Phil Wood  Velocity All City  Leader Bikes
Cinelli

Burro
Eastern BMX  Sun Cruisers

Mention this ad for a free gift.

Pake Hold Fast

Tree Ranch. A folk art

forest, two-plus acres
large with hundreds of
metal sculpture trees

adorned with colored
bottles, signs and other
fun historic nick-nacks.
Photo credit, Karen C.
http:// www.yelp.com/
biz_photos. North from
Victorville on old Route
66, past the cement plant.
Oro Grande.

Mary Mitchell’s Bo-
tanical Garden at Mitch-
ell’s Cavern.
The cavern is
closed but out-
side is a won-
derful botanic
garden of
Mojave native
plants includ-
ing rare cac-
tus and other
varieties. Take
~ Essex Road
north from the
1-40, East Mo-
M jave.

Noah Pu-
rifoy Out-
door Desert

Art Museum
213/382-7516. Recy-
cled objects take on a

desert nature museum”
on the website before
you go. http:/noahpu-
rifoy.com. Blair Lane,
Yucca Valley.

Agua Mansa Pioneer
Cemetery (909) 370-
2091. This cemetery is
the oldest re-
maining cem-
etery in San
Bernardino
County (1855)
and was the
site  of over
2000 burials, s
many  with e
grave markers g
in Spanish. A=
small museum .
introduces the ®-
visitor to the
now vanished
19th century g
communities
that founded
this cemetery,
special  fea-
tures of this
cemetery, and cemetery
art. 2001 W Agua Man-
sa Road, Colton

Yanks Air Museum
909/597-1735 WWI,
Golden Age of Flight,
WWII, Korea, Cold War,

an in-house restoration
exhibit with a Wright
Flyer replica and photo
gallery of legendary
heroes in the industry.
7000 Merrill Avenue,
#35-A270, Chino.
Mojave Road, Camp

The Purifoy Outdoor Desert
Art Museum

Rock Spring, Fort Pai-
ute.  Originally a part
of a huge network of
ancient Native Ameri-
can trails connecting the
Colorado River region

Continued on Page 9

Lewis Heir from
page 6

prescription drug used
for the treatment of a
mental disability.

On December 14,
2011, U.S. District Court
Judge Virginia Phillips
dismissed the civil rights
claims, and remanded
the case back to the state
superior court to hear the
wrongful death claim.

On January 9, 2012,
Phillips” decision was
appealed by the Lewises.

The Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals on
February 24 issued a
decision denying the ap-

peal and upholding Phil-
lips, in effect returning
the case to West Val-
ley Superior Court for
litigation regarding the
wrongful death allega-
tions minus the civil
rights violations aspects
contained in the com-
plaint. The state court
action had been stayed
pending the ruling from
the Ninth Circuit.

The Ninth Circuit
ruled that despite David
Lewis’s “erratic driv-
ing and materials in the
car suggesting suicide,”
there were insufficient
grounds “to plausibly al-

lege that an officer con-
ducting a routine DUI
arrest was deliberately
indifferent to a suicidal
arrestee.”

The Lewises have two
weeks from February 24
to request another hear-
ing before a circuit court
judge panel or appeal the
Ninth Circuit’s ruling to
the U.S. Supreme Court

The lawsuit seeks
compensatory and spe-
cial damages against the
county and state, and
punitive and exemplary
damages against the in-
dividual defendants.



Friday, February 28, 2014

San Bernardino County Sentinel

County Overturns Planning Commission’s Denial Of Helendale Solar Project

The board of su-
pervisors  this  week
overturned the county
planning commission’s
denial of Sunlight Part-
ners, LLC’s application
for a conditional use
permit to establish a 7.5
megawatt photovoltaic
solar power generating
facility on 80.6 acres in
Helendale.

On October 17, 2013,
the county planning
commission conducted
a public hearing to con-
sider Sunlight Partner’s
application for the con-
ditional use permit per-
taining to the project.
The planning commis-
sion heard testimony
from the general man-
ager of the Helendale
Community  Services
District, who expressed
concern that the project
would impact the ad-
jacent property owned
by the district, which is
currently used as a park.
The district objected to
impacts to scenic vistas
that would result from
the project and asserted

A Forward Thinking Conservative
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the park would be ad-
versely subjected to dust
and blow sand originat-
ing from the project site.
While the matter was
continued until the No-
vember 7, 2013 county
planning  commission
meeting, the commis-
sion, by a vote of 3-2,
directed staff to prepare
findings for denial of the
conditional use permit
for the project based on
the project being incon-
sistent with the goals and
policies of the general
plan, which require land
use compatibility. Coun-
ty Land Use Services
Department staff indeed
prepared and presented
findings for the denial of
the project to the plan-
ning commission.

At its November 7,
2013, meeting, only four
of the planning com-
mission’s five members
were present. In addi-
tion to staff’s findings
for the denial of the proj-
ect, the commissioners
who were present were
provided with the appli-

cant’s revised site plan
that incorporated an in-
creased setback from the
park property to reduce
impacts related to aes-
thetics and blow sand.
The revised site plan
showed an increase in
setback from the park
property to the fence line
from 15 feet to 249 feet.
According to Tom
Hudson, the director of
the Land Use Services
Department, “This de-
sign change solves an in-
consistency in the initial
study/mitigated negative
declaration related to
the minimum distance
from the proposed facil-
ity to the existing off-site
residences. The revised
plan was presented to the
planning commission for
consideration.”
Additional testimony
was provided by the
Helendale Community
Services District reiter-
ating concerns regarding
the potential impacts on
the adjacent property,
including blow sand and
impacts to view quali-

ties. The representative
of the Helendale Com-
munity Services District
also stated that she did
not agree that the revised
site plan presented at the
hearing would reduce
those impacts.

At the conclusion of
the November 7 public
hearing, the planning
commission voted 2-2 on
the item with one com-
missioner not present.
By rule, the project was
denied for not having the
required majority vote
for approval.

On November 18,
2013, the applicant filed
a timely appeal of the
planning  commission
action to deny the proj-
ect. The issues raised in
the appeal application
included making refer-
ence to the consideration
that the planning com-
mission dismissed staff’s
original recommenda-
tion to approve the proj-
ect based on findings
that the project complies
with the county’s gener-
al plan and development

code that was supported
by analysis contained in
the planning commis-
sion staff report.
Moreover, according
to the appeal, the find-
ings for denial were not
supported by evidence,
and the denial of the
project violated the Cali-
fornia Solar Rights Act.
More  than three
months later, in his re-
port to the board of su-
pervisors on Tuesday,
Hudson said, “Notwith-
standing the outcome
at the planning com-
mission, staff is recom-
mending that the appeal
be granted and that the
project be approved.
Staff believes that the
revised site plan sub-
mitted by the applicant
between the October 17,
2013, and November 7,
2013 planning commis-
sion meetings mitigated
the concerns initially
raised by the Helendale
Community  Services
District and the planning
commission. The signifi-
cant increase in project

jSCOTT MARKOVICH

For Assembly

setbacks assuages the
concerns expressed as to
aesthetics and blow sand.
The increase in setbacks
also resolves the issue of
the minimum distance
from the proposed facil-
ity to the existing off-site
residences. Findings for
approval have been pro-
vided based upon these
revisions.”

In his presentation to
the board of supervisors,
Hudson also made avail-
able the proposed find-
ings for denial that were
prepared at the direction
of the planning commis-
sion and which were ad-
opted by virtue of the 2-2
vote.

The project site is
situated in an unincor-
porated county area in
the desert. The primary
facility access point is
proposed on Smithson
Road, which runs along
the southern project
boundary. A secondary
access point is proposed
on Wild Road along the

Continued on Page 12

www.scottmarkovichhasaplan.com
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Bloomington Proj-
ect from page 5
monitoring facility at
the connection with the
city of Rialto, and road
repairs upon completion
of the sewer line con-
struct ion and other ap-
purtenances. These will

provide sewer service
by means of publically
owned and operated
sewers as an alternative
to private septic waste
disposal systems cur-
rently in place at the site.

The project is one
undertaken by San Ber-
nardino County’s Com-

San Bernardino County Sentinel

munity  Development
and Housing Depart-
ment. To facilitate the
project, the Community
Development and Hous-
ing Department request-
ed assistance from the
County Special Districts
Department to provide
for the construction, op-

eration and maintenance
of the sewer facilities.
On November 19, 2013,
the board of supervisors
approved and adopted a
resolution of formation
to create County Service
Area 70, Zone BL, to
provide sewer service to
the Bloomington devel-

opment and the approved
service area. The district
and the city of Rialto ap-
proved an extraterrito-
rial agreement to accept
waste generated within
the district for treatment
and disposal by the city
of Rialto in lieu of con-
structing and operating a

Page 9

district-owned wastewa-
ter treatment plant. The
agreement was approved
by the city of Rialto Pub-
lic Utilities Commis-
sion on November 19,
2013; approved by the
Rialto City Council on

Continued on Page 10

Glimpse from
page 7

and the Southwest with
the Pacific coast, the trail
was adapted as a road by
the United States Army
war department in the
late 1850s, which experi-

F

(1926), then 1-40 (1970s)
were built.  Numerous
military outposts, forts
and camps were estab-
lished along the route
near water sources. The
rock wall ruins of Fort
Paiute can still be seen.

Yanks Air Museum

mented with camels to
build it. It was the 35th
parallel route, used by
immigrants in the 1860s
and 1870s before the San-
ta Fe Railroad (1880s),
National Old Trails Road
(1912) then Route 66

Luella G. Hairston, Esq.

Also, the prehistoric and
historic rock art at Camp
Rock Spring and Fort
Paiute are “must-sees.”
Four-wheel drive high
clearance vehicles are
strongly recommended
on the dirt access roads,

particularly the one to
Fort Paiute. Take plenty
of drinking water and
research your trip be-
fore traveling.  Much
information is available
online, at the Bureau of
Land Management of-
fices in Barstow and
Needles and also at the
Mojave Desert Heritage
and Cultural Associa-
tion at Goffs (see below).
The vistas in the East
Mojave are gorgeous and
a future Glimpse article
is planned to provide a
more in depth coverage
of the Mojave Road cor-
ridor and outposts. East
Mojave.

East Mojave Desert
Heritage and Cultural
Association  760/733-
4482. An outdoor refuge
for east Mojave cultural
artifacts, historic equip-
ment and  structures
plus a library full of his-
tory and a 1920s school
house.  Northeast on

Family Law Attorney

Goffs Road from I-40.

37198 Lanfair Road,
Goffs.
The Mystic Maze

760/326-3853 Commer-
cial or Aboriginal? The
aggregate in this 100
acre surface mine op-
eration was used for rail-
road ballast in the 1880s
railroad and bridge con-
struction over the Colo-
rado River. The unique
appearance, alternating
rows of dark gravel on
light undersurface, was
rebilled by renowned
photographer, Edward
S. Curtis, over 20 years
later in 1907 as an Indian
Stone Maze. On contract
to the Santa Fe Railroad,
Curtis was first to spin
the yarn of prehistoric
mysticism. Walk around
some of this 100 acre
preserve to determine
for yourself that the rows
do not form a maze. Or
do they? Take the Park

Moabi turnoff, south,
then left to the funky
Fish and Wildlife sign.
Park Moabi Area.

Old Trails Bridge con-
struction began in 1914
on this enormous arch
bridge over the Colorado
River as a part of the
transcontinental Nation-
al Old Trails Road route,

tons and at one time was
the longest and lightest
bridge of its kind. The
bridge has an enormous
600 foot span support-
ing an 800-foot bridge
that carried automobile
traffic over the Colorado
River until 1948, and is
now used as for the Pa-
cific Gas and Electric

Old Trails Bridge

connecting St. Louis to
Los Angeles and in 1926
as Route 66 connect-
ing Chicago with L.A.
This innovative land-
mark in civil engineer-
ing weighed only 360

9320 Baseline Rd. Suite A
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701

909 J66-1323

877363 8328(fax)

natural gas pipelines.
The bridge was listed in
the National Register of
Historic Places in 1988.
Topock near the Colo-
rado River.

ETHICAL! EFFECTIVE! EMPATHETIC!
luellahairston@charter. net

Specializing in:
Divorce.; . simplify the process
Spousal Support
Child Custo dy You have rights
Visitation. veur aidren need you

Child Support

TP PR PP FOFOR ORI SFOFCR R SR PR RO PR SRR SRR SRR R OR OR SRR PR R

Probate/Trusts/Wills
Free Consultation

Convenient Payment Plans

909 466-1323

1877 363-8828 fax
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

Coroner Case #701401689 — On 02/26/2014, at 8:54 PM, San Bernardino Police Department responded to a report of a collision involving two motorcycles and
a car in the area of Mill St and Mt Vernon Ave in San Bernardino. Edwin Nunez, a 23 year old resident of San Bernardino, who was ejected from his motorcycle,
was transported to Arrowhead Regional Medical Center where he later died of his injuries. An autopsy will be conducted to determine the cause of death. The San
Bernardino Police Department is investigating the incident. [022714 0804 SY]

Coroner Case #701401661 — On 2/26/2014 at 1:32 a.m., California Highway Patrol received a 911 call for a man down in the center median in the 13000 block of
San Bernardino Avenue in the City of Fontana. Officers and fire department paramedics responded to the scene and arrived to find James Edward Sowell, a 55 year
old resident of Ontario, unresponsive and with obvious trauma to his body that was consistent with being struck by an automobile. He was pronounced dead at the
scene. The California Highway Patrol is investigating the incident. [022614 1609 SY] [022714 0811 SY]

Coroner Case #701401604 — On 02/23/2014 at 8:29 AM a 911 call was received by California Highway Patrol reporting a 2004 Chevrolet Blazer had been involved
in a single vehicle rollover on the eastbound lanes of Interstate 40, 1/2 mile east of milemarker 129, in Needles. Paramedics from Baker Ambulance pronounced the
driver, William Frank Clowes Jr., a 71 year old resident of Los Angeles, dead on the scene. The California Highway Patrol is investigating the incident. [022514 1431
SY][022714 0812 SY]

Coroner case # 701401581 — On 02/22/14, at 2:36 AM, two vehicles collided at the intersection of Kendall Avenue and University Parkway in San Bernardino.
One of the vehicles caught fire and a female adult, Carol Rose Anderson, a 44 year old resident of Victorville, was pronounced deceased on-scene. [022214 0900
TC] [022514 1434 SY]

Coroner case #701401527 — On 02/20/2014 at approxmiately 6:36 AM, Ontario Police and Fire responded to a medical assist call in the the 1400 block of South
Monterey Street in Ontario. Sergio Luis Cedeno, a 31 year old resident of Chino, was found on the sidewalk deceased with upper body trauma. The Ontario Police
Department is investigating this incident. [022114 0946 SY]

Coroner case #701401506 — On 02/19/14 the Ontario Police Department received a call at approximately 7:15 AM of a disturbance in the 900 block of E. 5th Street
in Ontario. When officers arrived they found Thomas Carmona, a 47 year old resident of Ontario, unresponsive and with traumatic injuries. Carmona was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. An autopsy will be performed to determine the cause of death. Ontario Police Department is investigating this incident.[022114 0938 SY |

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

Bloomington Proj-
ect from page 9

December 10, 2013; and
approved by the board of
supervisors on Decem-
ber 17, 2013.

The arrangement ap-

proved by the board of
supervisors on Tuesday
set terms for on-going
sewer fees including
those fees required for
treatment by the city of
Rialto; allowing for a
reimbursement  agree-

ment and collection of
proportional share of the
improvement costs from
other benefitting prop-
erties; and providing
requirements for con-
veyance of the improve-
ments to the district.
Phase one of the

Bloomington Affordable
Housing Project, which
is to entail Mediterra-
nean-style structures, is
projected to begin con-
struction in fall 2014.
The first phase will con-
sist of 70-units for se-

ONTARIO DENT({/L

CENTER

niors, public library, and
2,200 square foot senior
community space. It will
also include 36 family
units, 2,625 square foot
community center and
classroom facility. Phase
two will consist of the re-

maining 84 family units.
The housing project
will lease one, two, and
three-bedroom units.
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We Are Located In Ontario Plaza
(Albertson’s Shopping Center)

974 N. Mountain Ave.

Ontario, CA 91762

OFFICE HOURS
Mon - Fri : 10AM - 7PM

1-888-650-3034

www.OntarioDentalCenter.com
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PERIENCE THE FUTURE OF DENTISTRY
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WE ACCEPT ALL PPO Plans: Delta, Cigna, Aetna, Guardian, MetLife, United Concordia and Many More Medical (21 years & Under), Healthy Families By Delta Dental, and Union Plan.
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Subscribe to
the Sentinel

Never miss an issue. Read it weekly from the
comfort of your own home.

Ordering your one year email subscription is

quick and easy.

Send a check or money order for $30.00 pay-
able to the Sentinel, to: 10808 Foothill Blvd.,
Suite 160-446, Rancho Cucamonga,

CA 91730. Include your name, city of resi-
dence, phone number and email address.

New Head Of Coun-
ty Real Estate Divi-
sion from front

ities for various firms in
Southern California. In
the position of real estate
services director, Mr.
Thompson will oversee
the real estate services
department group con-
sisting of 153 employees
and multiple budgets that
aggregate to nearly $380
million.

Architecture and en-
gineering is responsible
for planning and imple-
menting the design and
construction of capital
projects associated with
county-owned facilities
including major repairs
to or replacements of
mechanical and other
building systems and
components as well as
new construction. Ar-
chitecture & engineer-
ing manages the capital

improvement  program
budget that currently
includes approximately

275 projects with bud-
gets totaling $278 mil-
lion and has an operating
budget of $2.7 million to
support 19 staff.

The facilities manage-
ment division provides
for day-to-day and 24/7
emergency maintenance

and repairs, grounds up-
keep and custodial ser-
vices to county-owned
facilities and associated
equipment. In addition to
a budget of $16.5 million
for supplies, equipment
and tools and a staff of
111, the facilities man-
agement division also
manages county utilities
expenditures with a total
budget of $21 million.
The real estate divi-
sion negotiates and ad-
ministers revenue leases
for the use of county-
owned facilities and
expenditure leases for
leased space throughout
the county for depart-
ments and their employ-
ees to deliver services
in locations convenient
to county residents, and
provides property man-
agement for county-
owned real estate. The
real estate division also
provides appraisal, ac-
quisition, and relocation
assistance to acquire
rights-of-way for public
safety projects, trans-
portation corridors and
floodways, sells surplus
property and acquires
land and facilities for
various county func-
tions. In addition to an
operating budget of $3
million to support 23
staff, budgets for rent
payments and property
management total $58.4

Chino Chiropractic Office

Dr. Dean Kerr
Palmer Chiropractor

Phone: 909 627-3633

Pager: 909 464-7246

Serving the entire Chino Valley

13039 Seventh Street
Chino, CA 91710

County Wildlife Corner

California Ground Squirrels

By Diane Dragotto
Williams
California  Ground

Squirrels have known to
cause the greatest dam-
age to the Pacific States
agricultural fruit, nut
and grain crops of any
mammal! They also can
carry zoonotic diseases
like Tularemia and the
Plague. So, why are
they even important to
our ecosystem? Besides
being the pesky garden
thieves of our flowers
and vegetables, what

good are they? Some-
times called Beechey
Squirrels, these unloved
rodents play an impor-
tant part in creating
habitat for other animals,
like snakes, deermice,
lizards, and burrowing
owls! They are also a
good, nutritious food
source for red-tailed
hawks, golden eagles,
raccoons, foxes, badgers,
bobcats and even, moun-
tain lions. Helping to
aerate the soil as they ex-
cavate for their burrows,

million.

Thompson,  whose
tenure with the county
will begin on March 10,
2014, will receive a to-
tal annual compensation
package of $227,025,
consisting of $154,053
in salary and benefits of
$72,972.

Upland Trash
Rates To Rise

This week the Upland
City Council approved
by a 3-1 vote increasing
trash rates for residential
and commercial custom-
ers. Councilman Glenn
Bozar opposed the hikes
and councilman Brendan
Brandt abstained.

The rates will go into
effect unless more than
fifty percent of the city’s
customers file written
objections to the in-
crease.

ground squirrels aid in
seed dispersal when a
cache is forgotten.

A large (9 to 26 oz)
squirrel of a gray-brown
color, mottled by light
flecks on the back, and

a lighter mantle on the
shoulders, it has a long,
somewhat bushy, tail.
Common in fields of
stubble, along roadsides,
on well-grazed pastures,
rocky out-croppings,
and sparsely wooded
hillsides, it looks for
open arecas to protects
its retreat. These dens
are generally under a
log, tree, rock or simply
made as a lone mound of
dirt with a hole for the
main entrance. Creating

s S

underground  passage-
ways and nests, a whole
colony can be supported,
with each individual
squirrel  having their
own access. Spend-
ing most of the time no
more than 82 feet from
their burrows, they are
watchdogs, keeping a
clear view of their sur-

to be held for the late

roundings. Hibernat-
ing from summer until
early spring in snow ar-
eas, they can be active
year round under normal
weather conditions.

Breeding occurs just
after the animals emerge
from winter lairs, with
females producing one
litter per year. Five to
eleven young may leave
the den at 5 to 8 weeks
old after being weaned

6 to 8 weeks. Parented
by the mother only, she
protects her pups by
moving them frequently
to avoid harm. One of
their most formidable
enemies is rattlesnakes,
but Beecheys have an
ingenious method of dis-
tracting them from their
young. Mother squir-
rels chew on skin shed
by rattlesnakes, and then
lick themselves, and
their pups, to disguise
their scent! Mothers will
also use sandkicking and
swishing of their tails as
techniques to lure snakes
away from the occupied
shelters. With an amaz-
ing lifespan of six years,
they communicate with
a variety of sounds, es-
pecially barking, with
overt tail signals, warn-
ing the population of
impending danger. Ex-

Remembrance
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Jon Mikels,

founding member
of the maiden Ran-

cho

Cucamonga

City Council who
was later Rancho
Cucamonga Mayor
and Second District

San

Bernardino

County Supervisor

When: March I at 2 p.m.
Where: Upland Brethern in Christ Church, 845 West
Arrow Highway in Upland

tremely vigilant, they
also secrete odors when
noises are heard, to deter
predators.

Foraging for food is
one of their main occu-
pations, feeding on in-
sects, small vertebrates,
leaves, stems, flowers,
bulbs, roots, seeds, fruits
and berries. Filling their
cheek pouches with dis-
coveries, they can pop
up from behind a rock or
tree, and yet amuse us,

5T G

as they pull plants down
into their tunnel, their

trophy disappearing
before our eyes! Even
though at Wildhaven

Ranch, they are prolific,
and can undermine our
landscape, causing ero-
sion problems, we real-
ize their purpose. We do
not use rodenticides that
can kill other animals,
but we allow nature to
take its course, and apply
judicious, safe control to
the varmit, we annoy-
ingly call, Beechey!

Wildhaven Ranch is a
wildlife sanctuary in the
San Bernardino Moun-
tains specializing in edu-
cating the public about
wildlife in our ecosys-
tem. Visit them at www.
wildhavenranch.org or
call for tours at (909)
337-7389.
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It’s all over and re-
ality triumphed over
fashion as fashion week
has ended. Here we are

back again dressing up
for an ordinary day.
Maybe the megadoppler

9

radars will prove right
and rain and snow will
finally come down. We
all know the California
palm trees could use the
rainy weather. With that
said, fashion is all about
attitude and people have

decided as the fashion
troops they are that they
will wear a coat. The
late hottie breed has a
great attraction to fash-
ion and all the people of
style love to do is dress

San Bernardino County Sentinel

California Style
In The

Wind

By Grace Bernal

fashion show happens
on the streets. The one
trend standing out at the

moment isn’t about new
clothes but about unbut-
toned coats. According
to the weatherman it will
be getting cooler and the
coat will be handy. Why
not change up the style
of how to wear the coat?
Since the look has been
decided and the coat is
going to be needed, wear
it like they did during the

silver screen era of the
40s. The coat, when it is
worn accordingly, can be
fashionable and sophisti-
cated. To have your coat
drape over your shoulder
is a nice attitude to fol-
low. Even with the warm

California weather we
still have attitude when it
comes to fashion. So, go

le

ahead, run around with
your coat flapping in the
wind like wings. Let the
cold weather come down
on us and drape on your

T

coat like a cape in the
wind.

"I  remember when
people actually wore
coats and ties to theatre
every night. They don't
anymore. It's very differ-
ent.” ~Harold Prince

Bloomington Proj-
ect from page 9

northern project bound-
ary.

The project is to en-
tail photovoltaic panels
mounted on single axis
trackers, supported by
steel piers driven into the
ground to an appropri-

ate depth, as determined
by soil conditions. The
height of the panels will
not exceed nine feet. The
trackers will form rows
running north and south.
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Treeworks
St. Forestry Lic. B 3064
CA State Contractors Lic. 954467
Fully Insured
(909) 337-6485

The design proposes five
concrete pads, approxi-
mately 20 feet by 40
feet that would support
500KV inverters and
mechanical components.
Electricity generated
onsite will be delivered
to the existing electri-
cal transmission system
at the connection point
along Smithson Road.
The site will be sur-
rounded by an eight foot
high chain link fence
with a security video
monitoring system. The
electricity produced by
the arrays will be sold to

Southern  California
Edison under two long-
term power purchase
agreements. The first
agreement was executed

in January 2012 and re-
quired power generation
by July 2013. An exten-
sion has been requested.
A second agreement was
executed in December
2012 and requires power

generation by June 2014.

The board of super-
visors was scheduled to
consider the appeal on
February 11 but post-
poned the hearing until
this week.

Read the
Sentinel
On The World Wide Web!

To visit our blog, simply type

http://sbsentinel.com/
URL box and hit enter.

into  your

You can

view the Sentinel, read individual

articles, offer comments and search

our archives from the convenience

of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or
iPhone.




