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Suspended Litigation Between LA And Ontario Over Airport To Resume

Needles Remains As One Of The Last U.S. Bastions Of Over-The-Air TV
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Revamped Upland Refuse Handling Franchise Extension Lacks Bid Provision 

Sean Fowler

A two-month respite 
in the legal wrangling 
between Ontario and 
Los Angeles over Ontar-
io International Airport 
has concluded without 
any resolution of the is-
sues which divide the 
two cities. 

On June 3, 2013 On-
tario filed a lawsuit 
against Los Angeles 
claiming the larger city, 
which has held title to 

the airport since 1985, 
has been purposefully 
mismanaging the facil-
ity. The lawsuit seeks the 
return of the airport to 
Ontario’s possession.

In August, Ontario 
overcame a motion by 
Los Angeles to have the 
suit dismissed, but had 
made little progress le-
gally since that point.

With the prospect of 
years and perhaps de-

cades of protracted and 
expensive litigation over 
the issue, with no guar-

antee that it will prevail, 
Ontario in November 
sought to work out a so-

lution outside the legal 
forum.

On December 5, Riv-
erside County Superior 
Court Judge Gloria Con-
nor Trask consented to 
allowing both parties 
to put further legal ac-
tion on hold at least un-
til January 31 while they 
looked into crafting an 
accommodation. Los 
Angeles, represented by 
attorney Steven 

Two of the hospitals 
serving San Bernardino 
County’s vast desert area 
recently experienced de-
partures of key members 

of their leadership teams.
In Joshua Tree, the 

vice president of the Hi-
Desert Medical Center’s 
board of directors, Paul 
Hoffman resigned. 

Eighty-five miles 
away, in Barstow, the 
chief executive officer 
of Barstow Community 
Hospital, Sean Fowler, 
has departed.

Hoffman, who had 
served on the hospital 
board since 2000, an-
nounced his resignation 

on January 28. Fowler, 
who had been chief ex-
ecutive officer at Bar-
stow Community Hos-
pital since July 

In April, the much 
ballyhooed and equally 
maligned sbX line will 
debut, giving its cham-
pions and critics alike 
the opportunity to deter-
mine if the $191.7 mil-
lion gamble to establish 
a rapid-transit bus line 
through San Bernardi-
no is the economic and 
transportational boon 
that has been promised 
or the squandering of 
local and federal money 
that could have been bet-
ter used otherwise. 

Running 15.7 miles 
from near the Veterans 
Administration Hos-
pital in Loma Linda to 
just north of Cal State 
San Bernardino, the sbX 
line will feature 60-foot 
long articulated buses 
that use clean-burning 
compressed natural gas 
as fuel. From three to 
six busses will cover the 
route each hour during 
daylight. 

Like the unconven-
tional capitalization and 
spelling used in its ac-
ronym – sbX stands for 
San Bernardino Express 
– the route will embody 
unusual features such as 
a dedicated lane for more 
than a third of the route 
that has been fashioned 
from what were once 
street medians. And 
each sbX bus driver will 
be given virtual com-
mand of the traffic lights 
encountered along the 
route so that the busses 
will never encounter a 
red light. 

Indeed, from its in-
ception, the sbX concept 
was sold on the speed of 
travel it would offer. Ini-
tially, planners said, the 
busses would make the 
entire trip from Loma 
Linda to San 

NEEDLES—While 
traditional broadcast 
television on the VHF 
[very high frequency] 
and UHF [ultra high fre-
quency] bands has died 
out across most of the 
United States, the phe-
nomenon remains alive 
at the extreme east end of 
San Bernardino County. 

Ironically, traditional 
television remains a sta-
ple in one of the county’s 
most remote areas be-

cause initially television 
broadcasts did not reach 
there. The U.S. Federal  
Communciations Com-
mision  designated a 
portion of the VHF band 
for television in 1941 on 
channels one through 
six. During World War 
II, channel one was re-
moved and used only for 
war purposes.  In 1945, 
channels seven through 
thirteen were added. 
Subsequently, a portion 

of the UHF bandwidth 
was allotted to televi-
sion stations to meet  the 
demand for additional 
over-the-air television 
channels in urban areas.  
In 1983, UHF channels 
70–83 were taken away 
from TV broadcast ser-
vices. As cable and sat-
ellite television service 
saturated most of the 
country, the use of the 
portions of the VHF 
and UHF spectrums 

reserved for television 
broadcasting throughout 
most of the country end-
ed and those bandwidths 
became available for re-
licensing or sale after a 
transition period, which 
ended June 12, 2009 in 
the United States. 

More than a half cen-
tury prior to that, how-
ever, The Needles Com-
munity Television Club 
was founded in 1958.  
Because surrounding 

mountains blocked VHF 
and UHF line-of-sight 
signals, Needles and the 
Mohave Valley across 
the river in Arizona were 
unable to tune in televi-
sion stations. Local of-
ficials on both sides of 
the Arizona/California 
border enlisted techni-
cians from Kingman, 
Arizona to conduct tests 
from around the region 
to set up “translators,” 
i.e., signal re-

ONTARIO–The con-
tinuing decline of the re-
gion’s agricultural base 
is being given emphasis 
this month with the shut-
tering of what was once 
a thriving pig farm on 
the southeast side of On-
tario. 

The farm, which be-
gan operation in 1938, 
and boasted 14,000 ani-
mals in its heyday, since 
1988 has been oper-
ated as a joint farm/food 
waste and resource re-

covery station under the 
name Standard Feeding 
Company. 

Owner Arie De Jong 
combined the business 
in which he had previ-
ously functioned – re-
fuse disposal and waste 
recycling – into a busi-
ness model that involved 
accepting uneaten food 
from restaurants and 
other establishments and 
combining that with the 
hog farming operation at 
13751 S. Haven 

Four months after 
the Upland City Coun-
cil balked at locking 
in Burrtec Waste In-
dustries’ trash hauling 
franchise contract for 15 
more years, the concept 
has been resurrected for 
the city council’s recon-
sideration, as early as 
next week. 

In October, the city 
council deadlocked 2-2 
on granting the fran-

chise extension, which 
would have lengthened 
Burrtec’s trash hauling 
franchise with the city of 
Upland from its current 
seven-year rollover term 
to 15 years. 

Currently, under the 
so-called evergreen 
clause instilled into the 
contract by former Up-
land Mayor John Pom-
ierski, the city is com-
mitted to keep Burrtec 

as its trash hauler at least 
until 2020. If it does not 
give notice to Burrtec 
that it wishes to rebid 
the contract by March 
of each successive year, 
the franchise is renewed 
again, i.e., kept green, 
for at least seven more 
years.  

In May, in a let-
ter to Upland Public 
Works Director Rose-
mary Horning, Burrtec 

proposed the city and 
Burrtec make adjust-
ments to the  franchise 
contract. Those changes 
would have included rate 
increases to be borne 
by the city’s residents 
and businesses, allow-
ing the city to lay claim 
to a larger portion of the 
trash hauling revenue, 
Burrtec paying the city a 
$200,000-per-year street 
impact fee to offset the 

damage the company’s 
trucks do to the city’s 
roads and alleyways, in-
corporating household 
hazardous waste and 
medical waste disposal 
as services rendered to 
customers, and extend-
ing the evergreen clause 
by another eight years, 
such that the earliest Up-
land could have gotten 
out of the contract with 
Burrtec would 
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2011, left to head another 
California hospital in 
Southern California. 

Both Hi-Desert Medi-
cal Center and Barstow 
Community are in a state 
of flux. 

 The Hi-Desert Medi-
cal Center’s governing 
board, including Hoff-
man, on December 11 

voted unanimously to 
promote Robert Tyk, the 
hospital’s chief financial 
officer,  to the position 
of chief executive offi-
cer less than two months 
after what was termed a 
mutually agreed-upon  
decision  for the hospi-
tal’s previous chief ex-
ecutive officer, Lionel 
“Chad” Chadwick, to 
depart at the end of 2013. 
Tyk took over officially 
on January 1. 

ment. 
The situation in Bar-

stow is less dire. 
Barstow Community 

Hospital relocated to a 
newly constructed facili-
ty in October and on Jan-
uary 7 the parent compa-
ny of the hospital,  North 
Naples, Florida-based 
Community Health Sys-
tems, announce it would 
subsume its major com-
petitor, Health Manage-
ment Associates Inc.

Community Health 
Systems is the largest 
for-profit hospital sys-
tem in the United States. 
It utilized its own capi-
tal as well as borrowed 
money to take on owner-
ship of Health Manage-
ment Associates in a $7 
billion transaction. The 
takeover was completed 
last week. Simultaneous-
ly, Fowler departed.  

John Rader, the 
spokesman for Barstow 
Community Hospital, 
told the Sentinel, “Sean 
has departed for a hospi-
tal in the South Bay Area 
that is not affiliated with 
Community Health Sys-
tems. Because his trans-
fer there has not been 
announced internally at 
that institution, we are 
not at liberty to disclose 
which hospital that is.” 

Community Health 
Systems transferred 
Steven Foster, who had 
been the CEO of Com-
munity Health Systems’ 
Oklahoma City-based 
Deaconess Hospital, to  
serve as interim CEO in 
Barstow. 

Barstow Community 
Hospital is conducting a 
national search for a new 
CEO. The selection com-
mittee is to consist of the 
hospital board, medical 
staff and hospital man-
agement.

The Hi-Desert Medi-
cal Center and its board 
of directors are facing a 
series of financial chal-
lenges to the institution, 
including burgeoning 
patient care costs and 
dwindling revenue from 
solvent patients, insur-
ance carriers and gov-
ernmental programs set 
up to cover the medical 
costs of indigent pa-
tients or those otherwise 
eligible for subsidized 

medical assistance, most 
notably 25 percent cuts 
from the Medicare and 
MediCal programs, en-
tailing an annual loss of 
revenue to the institution 
exceeding $500,000. 

Moreover, many of 
the services rendered at 
the hospital by doctors 
are not billed for by the 
hospital but by the phy-
sicians themselves, who 
are not employees of the 
hospital, by law.  The 

hospital does not now 
have clearly delineated 
revenue sharing agree-
ments with local health-
care providers such as 
Oasis Healthcare and the 
county of San Bernardi-
no.

The Hi-Desert Medi-
cal Center is mandated 
by federal law to deliver 
emergency care whether 
or not patents have medi-
cal coverage or the abil-
ity to pay for that treat-

   Two weeks ago the 
Sentinel reported on the 
Grove Theater’s search 
for lead actor in the title 
role Tom Montgomery—
a new production being 
developed by Hollywood 
entertainers at our local 
San Bernardino County 
stage in Upland. Eure-
ka… the part has been 
filled.  

First, actor Greg Kin-

near, the Star of the Fox 
T.V. show RAKE, took 
an interested look at the 
script for the title role, 
but couldn't make the 
February 23rd date, due 
to a pre-commitment...
But the word from his 
camp was that it is truly a 
worthwhile project that's 
wonderfully written.

Meanwhile, jumping 
in is Native Californian 

Gip Lentine, currently 
playing the “Mississippi 
Saxophone” with Rob-
bie King and his Blues 
Counts featuring Tina 
Jackson.  If his acting is 
anything like his blues 
playing, we’re in for a 
treat. 

According to the 
groups’ website, “His 
stylish 'punchy' mid-
range, passion for good 
tone, and tasty licks, ac-

companied by the occa-
sional bright obbligato, 
floats above the band at 
all the right times, and in 
all the right places.  Gip 
has played with the Leff 
Rogers Blues band, and 
subs occasionally. His 
'less is more' approach 
is welcomed at any of 
the many Blues Jams all 
around Southern Cali-
fornia. Although hooked 

Tom Montgomery Found For Upland Grove Production
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S. Rosenthal, and On-
tario, represented by the 
law firm Sheppard Mul-
len Richter and Hamp-
ton, indicated their legal 
teams would take a hia-
tus while officials from 
both cities attempted to 
hammer out a solution.

No progress has been 
reported, and with the 
January 31 deadline 
elapsed, it appears both 
sides will be headed 
into court once again. 
Beyond the assertions 
contained in the origi-
nal complaint, however, 
the suit is amorphous. 
Ontario maintains Los 
Angeles has favored Los 
Angeles International 
Airport over Ontario 
International in its man-
agement practices, but 
has yet to establish that 
the smaller city has any 

proprietary right to the 
aerodrome, despite the 
consideration that it ex-
ists within its city limits.  

Ontario and Los An-
geles have not always 
been at loggerheads over 
the airport.

In 1967, when On-
tario Airport had a 
gravel parking lot and 
was servicing fewer than 
200,000 passengers per 
year, Ontario and Los 
Angeles entered into a 
joint powers agreement 
to allow Los Angeles to 
use its clout with airlines 
to increase flights into 
and out of Ontario. Un-
der Los Angeles’ guid-
ance, the airport grew, 
more airlines began fly-
ing out of the facility 
and improvements were 
made to its runways and 
terminals. In 1985, af-
ter all of the conditions 
set down in the 1967 
joint powers agreement 
had been met, Ontario 
deeded the airport to Los 
Angeles for no consider-

ation.
In 2007, the airport 

achieved its high mark in 
terms of passenger traf-
fic, when 7.2 million pas-
sengers enplaned there. 
But since that time, pas-
senger traffic through 
Ontario Airport has di-
minished to 3.9 million 
per year and Ontario of-
ficials maintain that Los 
Angeles World Airports 
(LAWA), the corporate 
entity that Los Angeles 
utilizes to run Los An-
geles International, Van 
Nuys Airport and On-
tario Airport, has stifled 
Ontario International 
in a deliberate effort to 
benefit Los Angeles In-
ternational, where im-
provements have been 
made and passenger traf-
fic has continued to rise 
for the past seven years. 
In their now-four-year-
long campaign to have 
Los Angeles deed the 
airport back to Ontario, 
Ontario officials have 
publicly insisted that LA 

should relinquish the air-
port for no consideration 
because the airport is 
considered a public ben-
efit property which has 
no sale value. Privately, 
however, Ontario of-
fered Los Angeles $246 
million for the airport. 
Simultaneously, Los 
Angeles has sought po-
tential private and public 
buyers for the aerodrome 
at reported prices rang-
ing from $225 million to 
$650 million. Last year 
Los Angeles revealed the 
existence of Ontario’s 
$246 million offer, em-
barrassing Ontario of-
ficials with an exposé of 
the discrepancy between 
their public and private 
statements. In 2012, On-
tario, with the county of 
San Bernardino, formed 
the Ontario International 
Airport Authority, an en-
tity intended to take over 
ownership and operation 
of the airport once Los 

By Ruth Musser-Lopez
Optimism charac-

terized the prosperous 
post WWII years when 
cheap gas replaced gas 

included the Grand Can-
yon, the Colorado Riv-
er, and P-O-P (Pacific 
Ocean Park) at the Santa 
Monica pier, all accessed 

a story and provided 
amusement at the same 
time.  In San Bernardino 
County the surreal ve-
neer of roadside tourists 
attractions featuring a 
mystical “Indian Maze,” 
rattlesnakes, fake dino-
saurs and teepee shaped 
cabins provided irresist-
ible cheap thrills and 
divergences along an 
otherwise very long leg 
of the journey through 
the largest county in the 
country.  

Also during its hey-
day of the 1940s, 1950s 
and 1960s, Route 66 
businesses in San Ber-
nardino County devel-
oped a sense of humor 
with its light-hearted 
atomic age “Doo Wop,” 
“Populuxe” and “Goo-
gie” style architecture 
replacing the very seri-
ous art deco and earlier 
mission revival style ar-
chitecture.  Interestingly, 
now that historic Route 
66 is rapidly becoming 
a world-wide attraction, 
we are seeing what could 
be termed a “Googie Re-
vival” with many “retro” 
structures being built.

 While the origi-
nal architecture is rapid-
ly disappearing, it is be-

ing replaced by Googie 
Revival or “retro” struc-
tures harkening back 
to days gone by during 
the mid-century forma-
tive years of the Atomic/
Space/Jet Age art style 
reflected in animated 

over the years they grew! 
They’re huge.  About 
a mile-and-a-half west 
on RT66, McDonald’s 
supersized their Retro 
golden arches.

The futuristic com-
mercial “brand” archi-
tectural structures are 
the real hallmark of the 
1940s, 1950s and 1960s 
era--an important part 

bia in southern Califor-
nia.  The revival of these 
styles in retro architec-
ture underscores the ar-
tistic achievement.

What is “Googie”?
The use of the term 

“googie” became the 
style rubric after “House 
and Home” magazine 
editor Douglas Haskell 
in a 1952 edition pro-

Characterizing Route 66’s heyday was the pro-
liferation of brand service stations including the 
Flying A in Barstow (1963), above, and the surreal 
veneer of humorist roadside attractions like the 
WigWam Motel in Rialto, below. 

rationing.   Legendary 
high-performance auto-
mobiles took to the road 
with young families ex-
ploring the wonders of 
America—destinations 

via Route 66. 
 Fun and festive bill-

boards set in sequence 
(Burma Shave, Club 
Café, Fat Man, Whoa! 
You Passed It!) told 

family television shows 
like the Jetsons and the 
Flintstones.  

“Supersize” charac-
terizes the revival.  Make 
whatever it is so big it 
could pop.  The same, 
but bigger and better.  
For example, the Vons 
gas pumps on Route 66/
Foothill in Upland west 
of Euclid Avenue.   They 
look similar to the 1940s 
pumps but it appears that 

of our history that em-
bodies the beginning of 
a service industry cater-
ing to the “car culture” 
at a time of the first earth 
orbits and the space race 
to put the first man on 
the moon.  These “space 
age” styles described 
as Googie, Populuxe or 
Doo Wop are an out-
growth of the expanding 
use of the automobile 
and the sprawl of subur-

nounced Googie’s Res-
taurant as the site type 
for Googie Architecture.  
John Lautner designed 
the structure in the year 
1949. Architectural pho-
tographer Julius Shul-
man and Haskell were 
driving through Los An-
geles one day. Haskell 
insisted on stopping the 
car upon seeing Goo-

On RT66 in Upland, Vons’ supersized 1940s style gas pumps (left) recall 
those of a bygone era (right).
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Ted Martin

Martin, Commander At Fort Irwin, Promoted To Major General 

Ontario And LA 
Return To Litiga-
tion  from page 3  
Angeles relinquishes it.

Los Angeles officials 
attribute the decline in 
passenger traffic through 
Ontario to the recession 
that has persisted since 
2008 as well as wide-
spread changes in the 
airline industry in which 
air carriers have reduced 
flights to outlying air-
ports or non-centralized 
hubs. They say the air-
lines have proven resis-
tant to LAWA’s earnest 
efforts to lure the airlines 
back to Ontario.  The 
terms of the 1967 agree-
ment remain in place and 
Los Angeles maintains it 
has consistently lived up 
to that agreement.

In January 2013, Los 
Angeles offered to sell 
the airport to Ontario 
for $475 million. Three 
months later, Ontario re-
jected that offer.

Los Angeles World 
Airports last week re-
leased a report indicat-
ing that passenger traf-
fic in 2013 dipped to the 
level near or below that 
the airport had when Los 
Angeles assumed owner-
ship. 1985 had been the 
last time the airport had 
experienced ridership of 

less than 4 million annu-
al passengers. According 
to LAWA, in 2013 a total 
of 3.9 million passengers 
landed or departed from 
Ontario, a drop of  8 per-
cent from 2012.

Ontario officials will 
be able to use that figure 
to bolster their conten-
tion that Los Angeles is 
either irresponsibly ne-
glecting operations in 
Ontario or maliciously 
acting to hurt Ontario’s 
operations to boost pas-
senger traffic into and 
out of Los Angeles In-
ternational. Indeed, Los 
Angeles World Airports 
imposes on the airlines 
flying out of Ontario 
Airport one of the high-
est per enplaned-passen-
ger charges in the nation 
–  $12.68. This has driv-
en down the profitability 
of the airlines and upped 
the cost passengers must 
pay for tickets in Ontar-
io, driving them to uti-
lize other venues, such 
as John Wayne Airport 
in Orange County or Los 
Angeles International. 

In the nearly eight 
months that have elapsed 
since the filing of the law-
suit, Ontario has made 
no progress in turning a 
corner on the problem. 
Ontario officials took a 

calculated risk in filing 
the suit, believing that 
incoming Los Ange-
les Mayor Eric Garcetti 

would be far more ame-
nable than previous Los 
Angeles Mayor Anthony 
Villaraigosa to having 

Los Angeles let the air-
port go back to Ontario. 
They were chastened to 
learn that Garcetti was 

made even more upset 
by the filing of the law-
suit than his predecessor.

FORT IRWIN—Ted 
Martin, the commander 
of the National Train-
ing Center at Fort Irwin 
since February 2013 and 
one of the U.S. Mili-
tary’s leading experts 
on countermeasures to 
the improvised explo-
sive devices used with 
such devastating effect 
against American sol-
diers in Iraq, has been 
promoted to major gen-
eral.

Martin, who was a 
brigadier general when 
he arrived at Fort Irwin 
last year, received his 
second star on January 
24. 

The promotion cere-
mony was officiated over 
by General Daniel Ally, 
the commanding gen-
eral of the United States 
Army Forces Command, 
who had travelled from 
his headquarters at Fort 
Bragg to confer the hon-
or on Martin.

 Martin serves as the 

training lead for the Joint 
Improvised Explosive 
Device Defeat Organi-
zation, maintaining and 
managing a counter-im-

He attended the U.S. 
Military Academy at 
West Point from 1979 to 
1983, was commissioned 
an armor officer upon 
graduation and in 1987 
completed the Infantry 
Officer Advance Course 
after serving his initial 
company grade assign-
ments at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky. He was then 
stationed at Schweinfurt, 
Germany, where he was 
the commander of Char-
lie Company, and later, 
assistant S3 (Air), 2d 
Battalion, 64th Armor, 
3d Infantry Division 
(Mechanized).

Martin later served 
three years as a staff of-
ficer in the U.S. Army 
Combined Arms Com-
mand, Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas. He then 
spent two years as a se-
nior military advisor for 
the Saudi Arabian Na-
tional Guard Modern-
ization Program, Saudi 
Arabia.

He has served in a 
number of other com-
mand assignments, in-
cluding commander of 
1st Squadron, 10th Cav-
alry, 4th Infantry Divi-
sion (Mechanized), Fort 
Hood, Texas, and Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, Iraq; 
commander, 1st Heavy 
Brigade Combat Team, 
4th Infantry Division, 
Fort Hood, and Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, Iraq; 
commander, Operations 
Group, National Train-
ing Center, Fort Irwin; 
Commandant and 45th 
Chief of Armor, U.S. 
Army Armor School, 
Fort Benning, Georgia. 
Prior to his current as-
signment, he served as 
the 73rd Commandant 
of Cadets, U.S. Military 
Academy.

His other assignments 
include serving as the 
G3 for the 4th Infantry 
Division and Task Force 
IRONHORSE in Iraq; 
the Iraq field team leader 

for the Joint IED Defeat 
Task Force in Baghdad, 
Iraq, and as the chief of 
the Armor Branch Divi-
sion, and later, as chief of 
the Combat Arms Divi-
sion, U.S. Army Human 
Resources Command, 
Arlington, Virginia.

Martin has a master's 
degree in national secu-
rity and strategic studies 
from the Naval War Col-
lege, a master's degree 
in strategic studies from 
the Army War College, a 
master's degree in busi-
ness from Webster Uni-
versity and a bachelor's 
degree from the U.S. 
Military Academy.

His awards, decora-
tions and badges in-
clude the Distinguished 
Service Medal, Legion 
of Merit (two oak leaf 
clusters), Bronze Star 
Medal (with 'V' device), 
Bronze Star Medal (oak 
leaf cluster), Meritori-
ous Service Medal (six 
oak leaf clusters), Army 

Commendation Medal 
(oak leaf cluster), Army 
Achievement Medal (five 
oak leaf clusters), the 
Combat Action Badge 
and Parachutist Badge.

All three of Martin’s 
brothers are graduates 
of West Point. His fa-
ther served in the Navy 
and Army and served 
in Korea and Vietnam 
before medically retir-
ing in 1969. Martin and 
his brothers are the tenth 
generation of his family 
to serve in the U.S Mili-
tary, spanning back to 
the Revolutionary War, 
when Pvt. Daniel Martin 
fought against the Brit-
ish as an enlisted mem-
ber of the 1st New Jersey 
Infantry Regiment, in-
cluding participating in 
the storied encampment 
at Valley Forge.

provised explosive de-
vice training unit. He is 
also responsible for en-
abling the development 
and propagation of new 
operational techniques 
and tactical procedures 
and provides a venue 
for training and support 
for the experimentation 
and testing of emerg-
ing counter–improvised 
explosive device equip-
ment and concepts. 
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Bernardino State Uni-
versity or vice versa with 
five stops in between in 
just under 25 minutes, 
rivaling or actually bet-
tering what a commuter 
utilizing a car might en-
counter over the same 
span utilizing the free-
way during morning or 
evening rush hour. 

In 2012, however, the 

city of San Bernardino  
approved a transit over-
lay district entailing 13 
stations/bus stops. And 
while Omnitrans of-
ficials represented to 
Federal Transit Admin-
istration officials that 
dedicated center lanes 
for the busses would run 
for nearly the entirety 
of the route, only about 
six miles of the stretch, 
along Hospitality Lane 
and in the downtown 
area, have been estab-
lished. Those dedicated 
lanes were intended to 

speed the busses along 
the route by eliminating 
interaction and merging 
with traffic.  

Planners concede that 
a terminus-to-terminus 
trip will now last 39 
minutes. That still com-
pares favorably with the 
65 minutes it currently 
takes to cover the same 
15.7 mile stretch using 
available public trans-
portation. Nevertheless, 
questions remain as to 
whether the system will 
be used at anywhere near 
the levels that would jus-

tify its expense and im-
position on the commu-
nity. 

The bus route entails a 
departure from a station 
near the Veterans Hos-
pital and other medical 
facilities just off Barton 
Road in Loma Linda, a 
turn north on Anderson/
Tippecanoe Street, a turn 
left on Hospitality Lane 
and then a right turn  
north on E Street before 
terminating at San Ber-
nardino State College. 
The return route covers 
the same span in reverse. 

Critics point out that a 
similar bus route already 
exists. 

In 2011, a group of 
business owners and 
other citizens concerned 
about the project banded 
together under the sobri-
quet Taxpayers Against 
Wasteful Government 
Spending. They were 
joined in their protest the 
following year by newly-
elected city councilman 
John Valdivia, who said 
San Bernardino was 
not an intensive enough 
urban environment to 
support the sbX  rapid-
transit system, which he 
said was a “boondoggle” 
diverting funds from 
other worthy civic un-
dertakings. 

Taxpayers Against 
Wasteful Government 
Spending was led by 
Jim Ott, a former Colton 
planning commissioner.

Ott said he drove the 
route the bus will take 
on the existing streets 
between the VA Hospi-
tal and San Bernardino 
State University, and 
timed the trip. “All the 
way up, it took 27 min-
utes and four seconds. 
I saw three busses on 
that same route. This is 
proposing to put three 
more busses on the same 
route.”

Ott said current or 
projected ridership of 
the bus system in no way 
justifies the $192 million 
outlay.  He said he count-
ed the number of passen-
gers in the busses operat-

ing on the current routes. 
“The first had four, the 
second had three and 
the last had two. Why 
do we want to put three 
more busses on that 
same route?” he asked. 
“We are throwing $192 
million to this project. 
They talk about wasteful 
government spending. 
What is a more wasteful 
government spending 
than this project, which 
is supposed to connect 
with the California High 
Speed Rail and tram in 
Redlands when they are 
built? Then build it when 
they are built. $192 mil-
lion dollars is a stack of 
one dollar bills thirteen 
miles high. That is a lot 
of money for a project 
that doesn’t have a need. 
Transportation funds are 

A Rare Moment for the State Budget
By State Assemblyman 
Curt Hagman

Governor Jerry Brown 
recently introduced his 
budget plan for the 2014-
15 fiscal year, setting off 
a six month debate over 
how best to use our state 
tax dollars. If nothing 
else, this year’s conver-
sion will be different in 
tone from previous years 
as the state is projecting 
an unexpected surplus.

I welcome the discus-
sion on how to use this 
potential surplus. How-
ever, we should treat 
such news with caution 
because this surplus is 
dependent on personal 
income taxes, Califor-
nia’s most volatile rev-
enue stream. During 
the “dot-com” bubble of 

state raised taxes and 
Wall Street is doing well. 
These funds will imme-
diately disappear if busi-
nesses, job creators, and 
our highest contributing 
taxpayers continue to 
abandon California.

 Despite the lessons of 
history, legislative Dem-
ocrats want to spend any 
surplus on expanding 
government programs. 
They want to commit the 
state to massive ongoing 
spending increases that 
taxpayers cannot afford, 
thereby setting the stage 
for even higher taxes 
and more severe cuts in 
the future. It is naïve to 
think that we can pop the 
champagne and spend 
away money that may 

never materialize.
That is why I agree 

with the Governor’s call 
for spending restraint. 
He was correct in saying 

the state’s “Wall of Debt” 
that is taking precious 
dollars away from need-
ed services. The state 
faces a combined $350 

promote jobs which are 
essential to the state’s 
economic health instead 
of spending money on 
social programs. By 
tending to long-neglect-
ed infrastructure needs, 
we can help create jobs, 
improve the movement 
of goods, ensure a better-
trained workforce and 
generate more tax rev-
enue for education.

From now until some-
time in June when the 
Governor signs a budget 
into law, lawmakers need 
to be open and transpar-
ent when crafting a final 
draft. I will continue 
to fight to protect fund-
ing for priorities such 
as education and public 
safety, and to end waste-

2000, personal income 
taxes made up 60 percent 
of state revenues. With 
the passage of the Gov-

ernor’s Proposition 30 in 
2012, personal income 
taxes now make up 75 
percent of General Fund 
revenues – the highest 
level in state history. We 
see a surplus because the 

that we are not out of the 
“wilderness” and “we 
must be very prudent in 
the way we spend public 
funds.” I support efforts 
to deposit any real sur-
plus into a strong rainy 
day fund that can only be 
tapped in true emergen-
cies such as earthquakes 
and wildfires. Having 
such a fund will protect 
schools and other vital 
programs from drastic 
budget cuts in the future. 

I also support the 
Governor’s call to reduce 

billion debt in unfunded 
state retiree health care 
and pension obligations 
along with owing $10 
billion to Washington to 
repay a loan for unem-
ployment insurance in-
creases during the reces-
sion. The quicker we can 
pay off these debts, the 
better off we will be for 
future pressing needs.

Additionally, any fi-
nal budget that the Leg-
islature approves should 
invest in infrastructure 
projects that create and 

Curt Hagman

Guest Commentary 
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Volunteers Sought For Forest Service Eagle Counts At County Lakes Tomorrow
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on blues for decades, Gip 
has been playing only 
since 2006. ‘Sometimes 
I think the instrument 
of choice chooses you,’ 
says the blues harp-
ist.  A career highlight 
was playing the festival 
at Doheny.  When not 
playing the harp all over 
town, you might check 
for Gip Lentine where 
the surf is good. You 
will recognize him by 
his dazzling smile.”

Tom Montgomery, a 
stage reading, airs Feb-
ruary 23, 2014 at 6:00 
p.m.  

gie’s Restaurant and pro-
claimed. “This is Googie 
architecture.” The res-
taurant had been named 
after Lillian “Googie” 
Burton, the wife of the 
original owner, Mortim-
er C. Burton. 

 Haskell had spe-
cific criteria that had to 
be met in order to qual-
ify a property as Googie 
style.  It had to appear as 
if dangling from space, 
defying gravity and ab-
stract, not representa-
tional.  Unfortunately, 
that structure on the cor-
ner of Sunset Boulevard 
and Crescent Heights in 

Los Angeles was demol-
ished in 1989.

 The identity of 
the first architect to prac-
tice in the style is often 
disputed, though Wayne 
McAllister was one early 
and influential architect 
in starting the style with 
his 1949 Bob's Big Boy 
restaurant in Burbank. 
McAllister got his start 

designing fashionable 
restaurants in South-
ern California that lead 
to a series of Stream-
line Moderne drive-ins 
during the 1930s--the 
precursor of Googie ar-
chitecture.  It was McAl-
lister’s idea to develop an 
architectural “brand” for 
coffee shop chains rec-
ognizable by customers, 

and he did this by de-
veloping a unique style 
brand for each client.  
SOURCE: http://www.
sambosonline.com/sam-
bos_googie.htm /

 
Worldwide Kicks On 

Historic RT66?
Who is currently us-

ing Route 66 in San Ber-

nardino County?  The 
United States Govern-
ment wants to know.

The Bureau of Land 
Management’s (BLM), 
in coordination with 
the California Historic 
Route 66 Association 
(CHR66A) will prepare 
a corridor management 

Volunteers are being 
sought to assist in the 
U.S. Forest Service’s an-
nual winter  bald eagle 
counts in and near the 
San Bernardino Moun-
tains. 

“Come join us for the 
fun and excitement in 
seeing one of our beauti-
ful national birds!” said 
forest service spokesper-
son John Miller. 

A count is scheduled 
at three areas in San Ber-
nardino County tomor-
row, February 8.

During the January 
count, ten eagles were 
seen in San Bernardino 
County, including five at 
Big Bear Lake, and three 
at Lake Arrowhead, and 
two at Silverwood Lake. 
The counts have been 
conducted since 1978.  

Concurrent Bald Ea-
gle counts are held at Big 
Bear Lake, Lake Arrow-
head, Lake Silverwood, 

as well as at Lake Per-
ris, and Lake Hemet in 
Riverside County. Vol-
unteers are stationed at 
vantage points around 
the lakes, where they 
watch for bald eagles 

and data sheets.  “This 
is a wonderful opportu-
nity to catch a glimpse 
of our breath-taking na-
tional symbol,” Miller 
said.  Brief orientations 
are conducted prior to 

further bald eagle count 
for this winter is sched-
uled for Saturday morn-
ings,  March 8.  “No 
experience is needed,” 
said Miller. “ Signing up 
ahead of time is unnec-

watch.”  
 Big Bear Lake area 

volunteers will meet at 
8:00 a.m. at the Forest 
Service’s Big Bear Dis-
covery Center on North 
Shore Drive for orienta-
tion. Contact Drew Farr 
(dpfarr@fs.fed.us or 
909-382-2816) for more 
information.  Please call 
909-382-2832 for can-
cellation due to winter 
weather conditions – an 
outgoing message will 
be left by 6:30 am on the 
morning of the count if 
it has to be cancelled.  
Contact the Discovery 
Center (909-382-2790) 
for information about 
Eagle Celebrations. 

Lake Arrowhead/
Lake Gregory volunteers 
will meet at 8:00 a.m. 
at the Skyforest Ranger 
Station for orientation. 
Contact Drew Farr (dp-
farr or 909-382-2816) 
for more information.  

Please call 909-382-2832 
for cancellation due to 
winter weather condi-
tions – an outgoing mes-
sage will be left by 6:30 
am on the morning of the 
count if it has to be can-
celled.  

Silverwood Lake State 
Recreation Area volun-
teers should plan to meet 
at the Visitor Center at 
8:00 a.m. for orientation.  
Contact Kathy Williams 
or Mark Wright for more 
information about vol-
unteering or taking an 
eagle tour (760-389-2303 
between 8:00 and 4:00; 
or email: khwilliams@
parks.ca.gov).

during a 1-hour period 
on the count mornings. 
Volunteers record their 
observations on maps 

the count so volunteers 
know where to go and 
what to do.

After tomorrow, one 

essary – just show up at 
the designated time and 
location, dress warmly, 
bring binoculars and a 

Glimpse SBC’s 
Past from  page 3
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Countywide Flu Death Total This Season Reaches Seventeen

Over-The-Air TV  
from  front page  

peaters that allowed lo-
cals armed with a UHF 
antenna to get television 
broadcasts on their TV 
sets. 

After experimenta-
tion, trial and error led 
technicians to determine 
that the ideal spot for the 
translator was atop the 
Black Mountains near 
Oatman, Arizona. The 
club in partnership with 
Mohave County oper-
ated – and continues to 
operate – ten channels 
that are received over the 
air by means of a simple 
antenna.  

Even with the advent 
of cable television and 
satellite TV service, the 
club and its service per-
sisted because of the ex-
pense of such in-home 
services and the consid-
eration that cable service 
is not available in many 
outlying areas. 

The Needles Commu-

nity TV Club remains a 
going entity, commit-
ted to ensuring low cost 
over-the-air television is 
available in the region, 
having made an adaption 
from analog to digital 
mode, broadcasting in 
high definition nine net-
work channels. A digi-
tal tuner is required to 
lock onto the broadcasts. 
Those with a high defi-
nition digital tuner can 
receive the signals for 
all stations in high defi-
nition and view them in 
high definition as well, 
depending on the screen-
ing capability of their 
sets. Vintage televisions 
must be augmented with 
an external converter 
box to change the digital 
signal to analog. Con-
verter boxes are avail-
able for roughly $60. 

The translator facility 
is maintained through 
voluntary donation dues 
of $10 per year, precisely 
the same cost as was in-

stituted in 1958. Dona-
tion dues can be sent to 
Needles TV Club, 1101 
W. Broadway, Needles, 
CA 92363.

The club is overseen 
by a board of directors 
elected by dues-paying 
members at an annual 
meeting. Rolland Hart-
wick is currently serving 
as president of the board. 

Dues paying members 
of the club are provided 
with instructions on set-
ting up a reception an-
tenna. Club brochures 
are available at the Big O 
Tires/NAPA Auto Parts 
in Needles as well as the 
Needles Point Pharmacy. 
The Big O Tires/Napa 
Auto Parts Store features 
a demonstration televi-
sion in its waiting area 
to allow potential club 
members to  experience 
the quality of over-the-
air all digital and high 
definition broadcasts.

precious and should get 
spent cautiously. I don’t 
see a need for a bus proj-
ect going down E Street.”

Another issue is the 
impact the dedicated 
route is having on busi-
nesses along the streets it 
traces. Merchants along 
the route have told the 
Sentinel they are con-
cerned that the elimina-
tion of the center lane 
on the streets along the 
route for the creation of 
the dedicated lanes for 
the buses are preventing  
drivers from being able 
to make left turns. Many 
motorists, these business 
owners fear, will not go 
to the bother of continu-
ing further down the 
street to make a U-turn 
where that is possible 
and then retrack back to 
their businesses.

The owners of several 
businesses located along 
the route, including Am-
mons Diamond & Coin 
Gallery, Burger Mania, 
Pride Envelopes and 
Barber Shop 215, claim 
that their operations 
have already been nega-
tively impacted by the 
street alterations though 
the busses have not start-
ed to run yet. 

Property owners and 
business operators along 
the bus route in San Ber-
nardino cited four issues 

in their opposition – im-
pact on existing busi-
ness, low demand for the 
service, expense, and the 
use of eminent domain 
as a property acquisition 
tool for portions of the 
route’s right of way. 

There were 99 pro-
tests lodged against spe-
cific features of the proj-
ect by land and business 
owners along the route. 
All were overridden in 
the SANBAG board’s 
vote on March 2, 2011 to 
approve the project. Part 
of the rationale given for 
approving the project 
was that the transporta-
tion agency had to make 
a commitment to move 
ahead with the project by 
July 1, 2011 or lose $75 
million in federal fund-
ing.

While SANBAG – an 
acronym for San Ber-
nardino Associated Gov-
ernments – is the lead 
agency on the project, it 
is Omnitrans – the bus 
system for south-central 
San Bernardino County 
– that will operate the 
line.  SANBAG is the 
county transportation 
agency and the SAN-
BAG board is composed 
of mayors or city council 
members from the coun-
ty’s 24 cities and all five 
of the members of the 
county board of supervi-
sors.

SANBAG used its 

authority of eminent do-
main to carry out con-
demnations of properties 
to move forward with the 
project. SANBAG need-
ed to secure 151 prop-
erties, some of which 
SANBAG staff and 
board members referred 
to as “slivers,” to make 
way for the bus route. 
Of those 151 properties, 
four were entire parcels.

SANBAG and Omni-
trans were encouraged 
to pursue the project by 
Loma Linda, San Ber-
nardino and Colton mu-
nicipal officials as well 
as Cal State San Ber-
nardino and Loma Linda 
University Medical Cen-
ter administrators. In 
2011, SANBAG and Om-
nitrans said they wanted 
to seize the opportunity 
to proceed with the proj-
ect while construction 
prices were down and 
many businesses along 
the route were closed, al-
lowing the construction 
to proceed with less rela-
tive disruption to nearby 
entities. Those agencies 
insisted rapid transit bus 
systems, such as those in 
Los Angeles and Cleve-
land, improve rather 
than harm local business 
conditions.

The Metro Orange 
Line in Los Angeles’ 
San Fernando Valley 
was originally slated to 
cover 14 miles. By 2006, 

a year after it first began 
operation, the line was 
expanded to 18 miles and 
was being used by three 
times as many week-
day passengers as had 
been projected for it. It 
now routinely transports 
30,000 passengers daily. 

In Cleveland, which 
had traditionally oper-
ated a public transporta-
tion system,  a bus-based 
rapid-transit system was 
inaugurated in 2008, 
triggering what officials 
there say was  $5.8 billion 
in economic investment 
in the once-thriving in-
dustrial powerhouse that 
had been stagnating for 
decades. 

According to the 
Rand Corporation, rapid 
transit can spur develop-
ment because it provides 
a way for residents near 
stations to quickly travel 
to work, retail shops, 
restaurants and cultural 
amenities. 

San Bernardino May-

or Pat Morris, who will 
leave office next month 
after eight years in of-
fice, was one of the prime 
movers in the effort to 
get sbX established. 
He said the project will 
serve as an incentive for 
people to bypass the use 
of their cars and bring 
more and more people 
into the heart of the city 
and its marketplaces. He 
said he does not expect 
the busses to be packed 
to capacity initially, but 
that he believes their 
use will grow with time 
and as other rapid tran-
sit projects intended to 
coordinate with it come 
on line, such as the ex-
tension of Metrolink 
service eastward in San 
Bernardino to an sbX 
station at Rialto Avenue 
and E Street and the 
eventual completion of a 
9-mile rail line east from 
the new San Bernardino 
transit center to the Uni-
versity of Redlands.

Omnitrans projects an 
sbX ridership of 5,600 in 
the first year. Planners 
say the real test of the 
routes success will come 
in twenty to thirty years, 
at which time it will have 
grown into an intrinsic 
element of San Bernardi-
no inner city life.

In an effort to attract 
ridership, wi-fi will be 
available on the busses. 

The transit overlay 
approved by the San 
Bernardino City Council 
calls for residential and 
retail development along 
the route but prohibits 
car washes, auto sales, 
service stations and 
other uses that would 
encourage car use. Four 
of the 16 stations will 
have free park-and-ride 
spaces. Parking at Cal 
State San Bernardino is 
expensive, with annual 
parking passes for stu-
dents costing $306. Stu-
dents will be able to ride 
sbX for free. 

At least seventeen 
deaths in San Bernardi-
no County in the last six 
weeks have been attrib-
uted to the flu. 

According to the 
San Bernardino County 
Department of Public 
Health, those 17 deaths 
have been confirmed as 

flu-related, the worst flu 
season since 2009-10.  
Most of those fatalities 
occurred in individuals 
40-59 years of age. 

“The number of con-
firmed flu-related deaths 
within San Bernardino 
County has increased 
from 2 to 16 since Janu-

ary 10, 2014,” a health 
department bulletin put 
out on January 31 stated. 
“The confirmed deaths 
are scattered throughout 
the county with no spe-
cific regional trend.”

Thirteen of the flu- re-
lated deaths proceeded 
from cases of the 2009 

H1N1 strain that caused 
the 2009-10 H1N1 pan-
demic. During the 2009-
10 H1N1 pandemic, the 
county reported 45 flu-
related deaths. The total 
number of deaths report-
ed for the entire 2012-13 
influenza season in the 
county of San Bernardi-

no was five. 
“This flu season is se-

vere and may be peaking 
earlier in comparison to 
previous seasons,” said 
Dr. Maxwell Ohikhuare, 
health officer of coun-
ty of San Bernardino 
Department of Public 
Health “Everyone who 

has not yet had a flu vac-
cination is encouraged to 
do so immediately. The 
influenza vaccine re-
mains the most effective 
way to protect oneself 
from the flu.”
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Supersized on RT66 in Upland, the Googie 
style is revived at McDonald’s with retro gold-
en arches harkening back to the 50s, at night 
(top) and during the day (bottom). 

plan (CMP) for the seg-
ment of Route 66 be-
tween Barstow and Nee-
dles within the BLM’s 
California Desert Dis-
trict jurisdiction that ex-
tends from the western 
city limits of Barstow, 
California to the Colo-
rado River.  

Here are key ques-
tions being asked about 
who currently uses 
Route 66 in San Ber-
nardino County. 

Visitation. Who is 
currently coming to [the 
community]?  What are 
the main attractors for 
visitors?  Who are po-
tential visitors? [What is 
the community] tourism 
product?  What is the sto-
ry [history] of [the com-
munity] that is shared 
with visitors? What are 
the strengths of [commu-
nity’s] tourism product?  
What are opportuni-
ties for further develop-
ment [attractions, tours,  
events, etc.]?  How can 
[ the community] benefit 

from Route 66? 
[Community] tour-

ism promotion?  How 
is [the community] cur-
rently promoted to visi-
tors? How can the story 
of [the community] and 
Route 66 be maximized 
to reach visitors?  How 
can [the community] 
partner with other com-
munities along Route 66 
to increase visitation to 
the area?

Jim Klein of Lardner/
Klein Landscape Archi-
tects, contracted to pre-
pare the CMP, has gen-
erated the key questions 
above for the community 
of Needles that can ac-
tually be expanded and 
applied to every commu-
nity in San Bernardino 
along RT66, though the 
answers may vary from 
town to town.  

The BLM and the Cal-
ifornia Historic Route 66 
Association (CHR66A) 
have scheduled pub-
lic scoping meetings in 
Barstow and Needles to 
solicit public comment 
from local, county, state 
and federal stakehold-
ers, elected officials and 

American Indian tribes 
to identify issues and 
concerns that should be 
analyzed in the devel-
opment of the corridor 
management plan. The 
BLM’s stated intent of 
the CMP is to provide 

for the long-term man-
agement, protection and 
promotion of Route 66, 
and the preservation and 
conservation of the adja-
cent BLM National Con-

servation Lands/public 
lands. The plan also will 
include a comprehensive 
interpretive, tourism and 
marketing strategy to 
promote sustainable her-
itage tourism in an ef-
fort to provide economic 

Harvey House Railroad 
Depot, 681 N 1st Avenue.

Needles: Thursday, 
February 27, 6-8 pm: 
Needles High School 
Cafeteria, 1600 Wash-
ington Street.

Webinar Thursday 
February 27, 1 p.m. Pa-
cific Standard Time, 
GMT-08:00. One hour 
long to provide addition-
al opportunity to par-
ticipate for those unable 
to make the meetings in 
person. 

The meetings will 
be hosted by Lardner-
Klein, the corridor man-
agement plan contrac-
tor. For information to 
join the web meeting, 
please go to: http://www.
route66ca.org and follow 
the link. The web-based 
meeting is best viewed 
from a personal comput-
er, but does not require a 
password. Members of 
the public also may call 
the toll-free number (US/
Canada) at 1-855-244-
8681 to listen to the pre-
sentation.  Written and 
oral public comments 
will be accepted during 
the public scoping meet-

ings.  Written comments 
also may be submitted 
by mail to Lardner/Klein 
Landscape Architects, 
815 North Royal Street, 
Suite 200, Attn: Route 
66 CMP, Alexandria, 
VA, 22314, or email at 
car t66cmp@lardnerk-
lein.com.

Comments must be 
received no later than 30 
days after the last public 
scoping meeting.

SBC Glimpsnips
Snippets of what’s 

happening on SBC’s his-
toric places scene.

The Oldest Living 
Thing in San Bernardino 
County?  Cyanobacte-
ria is one of the oldest 
known life forms on 
earth and guess what—it 
may be right under your 
feet here in San Ber-
nardino County.  The 
undisturbed desert floor 
may look like dirt and 
sand, but it is full of liv-
ing microscopic organ-
isms that are vital to San 
Bernardino County’s 

benefits to communities 
and local businesses. 

The meetings will be 
held as indicated:

Barstow:  Tuesday, 
February 25. 6-8 pm: 
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The city council in 
San Bernardino will 
undergo a significant 
change in compositi next 
month, following this 

getter in the same day’s 
10-candidate race for 
mayor, lost this week, 
ensuring that three of the 
seven council members 
and the mayor who ruled 
the city last year will 
no longer be city office 
holders. 

McCammack was 
defeated by Carey Da-
vis, who was supported 
by soon outgoing mayor 
Patrick Morris, one of 
McCammack’s long-
standing political rivals. 
McCammack, a 55-year-
old Republican, had been 
in office 13 years. Mor-
ris, a former Superior 
Court judge and a Dem-
ocrat, is now closing out 
eight years as mayor. 

The city filed for 
bankruptcy protection 
in 2012, a result, Mor-
ris contended, of years 
of excessive spending at 
City Hall, which he said 
was a direct outgrowth 
of too-generous salaries 
and benefits provided to 
municipal employees, 
in particular firefighters 
and police officers. Mc-
Cammack had steadfast-
ly supported those pay 
and benefit increases and 
was in turn strongly sup-

ported by the police and 
fire unions. 

The 61-year-old Da-
vis, like Morris, sounded 
the drumbeat of financial 
austerity as the formula 
for the city to get back 
on its feet. The theme of 
his campaign was “fiscal 
sanity.”

Early on, the contest 

mack 6,211 votes or 56 
percent to 4,811 votes or 
44 percent. 

Shorett dodged a 
wave of voter resentment 
over the city’s decline 
and declaration of bank-
ruptcy, largely because 
of a political faux-pas by 
his opponent, Anthony 
Jones. 

Jones appeared to be 
poised to make a strong 
challenge of Shorett, a 
Republican whose fis-
cally conservative prin-
ciples put him in align-
ment with Morris with 
regard to holding the line 
on municipal employee 
salaries and benefits. 
After the 23-year-old 
Jones entered the race, 
the police union en-
dorsed his candidacy in 
a display of opposition 
to Shorett.  The police 
union endorsement had 
the effect of boosting 
Jones above another de-
clared candidate in the 
race, Kathy Pinegar, but 
Jones’ candidacy im-
ploded when a rap video 
he had recorded, one that 
was characterized as 
advocating criminality, 
violence and disrespect 
toward women, began 

making the rounds. Be-
fore Jones’ electoral 
debacle concluded, the 
police union withdrew 
its endorsement, Sho-
rett polled 1,529 votes 
or 48.22 percent to Jones 
985 votes or 31.06 per-
cent and Pinegar’s 657 
votes or 20.72 percent in 
the November 5 election. 
Jones thus limped into 
this week’s run-off elec-
tion as damaged political 
goods, and lost to Sho-
rett  1,913 votes or 66.21 

Randy Wilson, with 691 
votes or 30.02 percent, 
Larry Lee, who pulled 
in 459 votes or 19.94 per-
cent and Karmel Roe, 
with 266 votes or 11.56 
percent.

Voter turnout in the 
election was anemic. 
With 209,924 residents, 
the county seat is also 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty’s largest city popu-
lation-wise. 77,588 of 
those residents are regis-
tered to vote. Only 11,175 
actually participated in 
the election, with 8,031 
or 10.35 percent of the 
city’s registered voters 
voting by mail, and 3,144 
or 4.05 percent casting 
ballots at the polls.

Next month, those 
victorious in Tuesday’s 
election will be sworn 
into office, along with 
incumbent Virginia 
Marquez, who defeated 
challenger Casey Dai-
ley on November 5 and 
Benito Barrios, who de-
feated incumbent Robert 
Jenkins.   

James Mulvihill, who 
was chosen to replace 
McCammack upon her 
recall, has been in office 
for three months. 

week’s special election 
that saw a new mayor 
elected and the selection 
of a new 5th Ward coun-
cilman to replace the dis-
graced former holder of 
that post, who resigned 
last fall following his 
guilty plea to campaign 
fund misuse charges. 

The lone official re-
tained in Tuesday’s elec-
tion was councilman 
Fred Shorett. 

Of note was that for-
mer councilwoman 
Wendy McCammack, 
who was recalled from 
her 7th Ward office in 
November but was para-
doxically the top vote 

James Mulvihill

Henry Nickel

Carey Davis

percent to 972.33 votes 
or 69 percent. 

In the city’s Fifth 
Ward, four candidates 
vied to replace Chas Kel-
ley, whose guilty plea 
to misuse of campaign 
funds ended his politi-
cal career. Henry Nickel, 
with 886 votes or 38.49 
percent, outdistanced 

appeared to be a dead 
heat between the two 
finalist mayoral candi-
dates, with a near 50-50 
split in the absentee bal-
lot count. Early returns 
from the polls on elec-
tion Tuesday favored 
Davis slightly, giving 
him a 51%-49% lead. As 
the city’s final precincts 
reported, Davis’s lead 
widened. By 10:30 p.m., 
with all votes counted, 
Davis bested McCam-
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

Coroner Case #701401069 — On 02/04/2014, at 3:28 PM, San Bernardino County Sheriff Department deputies responded to a 911 request for a man struck by a 
tractor in the 8500 block of Rose Eden Dr, in Morongo Valley. William Wesley Wire, a 61 year old resident of Morongo Valley, was confirmed dead on scene of his 
injuries at 3:40 PM. An autopsy will be conducted to determine the cause of death. The San Bernardino County Sheriff Department is investigating the incident.
[02042013 2250 EM]

Coroner Case #701400911 — On January 30, 2014, at 400 AM, California Highway Patrol personnel were sent to the northbound Interstate 15 to eastbound Inter-
state 10 interchange, Ontario, for the report of a two vehicle traffic accident. Upon arrival they found that a semi-tractor and trailer had left the Interstate 10 west of 
the Interstate 15 eastbound interchange and struck a semi-truck and trailer that was parked on the shoulder, and continued off the interstate to the south. The vehicle 
came to rest at the southbound Interstate 15 to  Interstate 10 overpass. The driver of the vehicle, a white male adult, Victor James Christensen, a 57 year old resident 
of Santaquin, Utah, was declared dead at the scene. The California Highway Patrol is investigating the incident. [01302014 1348 SY] Name released: [01302014 1709 
SY]

Coroner Case Number #701400908 — On 01/30/2014 at 2:13 a.m., the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department received a 911 call for a traffic accident at the 
intersection of Etiwanda Avenue and San Bernardino Avenue in the City of Rancho Cucamonga. Sheriff's deputies and paramedics responded to the scene to find 
Guadencio Perez, a 52 year-old male, resident of Ontario, with trauma to the body and he was pronounced dead at the scene. Perez was the restrained driver and sole 
occupant of a silver 1997 Infiniti that was struck by a semi-truck with trailer attached. The California Highway Patrol is investigating the incident. [01302014 0915 
SY]

ecosystem according to 
the Desert Institute of 
the Joshua Tree National 
Park Association. 

 The institute plans 
a field class to “demys-
tify” the first inch of soil 
where many organisms 
such as soil algae and 
lichens live that cannot 
be seen with the naked 
eye.  The secret life of 
microscopic organisms 

living within this highly 
biologically active thin 
soil crust will be exam-
ined under the lenses of 
two different types of 
microscopes and a field 
tour of Joshua Tree Na-
tional Park.  This is your 
chance to learn about old 
life forms like green al-
gae, diatoms, bacteria, 
fungi, lichens and moss-
es and see it up close 
with instructors Nicole 
Pietrasiak and Kerry 
Knudsen.  Its an easy-to-
moderate hike on Satur-

day and Sunday, March 
8 and 9, beginning at 
9:00 a.m. and lasting  to 
5:00 p.m. at the  Oasis 
Visitor Center of Joshua 
Tree National Park, lo-
cated one block south of 
Hwy 62  a.k.a. “Twen-
tynine Palms Highway” 
at 6554 Park Boulevard, 
Joshua Tree in San Ber-
nardino County.  It’s 
open to the public with a 
$110.00 fee to the Joshua 
Tree National Park As-
sociation (JTNPA) or 
Partners in Nature Edu-

cation (PINE) member.  
Learn more and register 
at https://www.joshua-
tree.org/desert-institute/
field-classes/biological-
soil-crusts-2/

Tracking the history 
of Etiwanda’s Pacific 
Electric Railroad “Red 
Car” depot:  

The passing of a cen-
tury since the inception 
of the “Red Car” in Eti-
wanda was marked at the 
old train station there on 
January 25..  The history 
of the Pacific Electric 

Railroad up to its current 
use was highlighted in 

the Glimpse column on 
January 10, 2014.  

Etiwanda’s 100-year old Pacific Electric “Red 
Car” depot during its centennial celeration  on 
January 25.  Friends of the Pacific Electric Trail 
association in partnership with the City of Ran-
cho Cucamonga sponsored the event. 

Glimpse 
from page 8
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The Spotted Owl: Strix Occidentalis 
County Wildlife CornerSubscribe to 

the Sentinel
Never miss an issue. Read it weekly from the 
comfort of your own home.

Ordering your one year email subscription is 
quick and easy.

Send a check or money order for $30.00 pay-
able to the Sentinel, to:  10808 Foothill Blvd., 
Suite 160-446, Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91730. Include your name, city of resi-
dence, phone number and email address.

Continued on Page 12 

By Diane Dragotto 
Williams

The Spotted Owl is a 
secretive bird that inhab-
its dense old-growth for-
ests and deeply wooded 

canyons. A highly con-
troversial bird of prey, it 
has been studied due to 
the intense logging in the 
Pacific Northwest. The 
California sub-species 
has been seen in the San 
Bernardino Mountains.  

A western counter-
part of the Barred Owl, 
in shape and size, it lacks 
barring, but is heavily 
spotted, hence, its name. 
The California Spotted 
Owl has a lighter brown 
plumage, with larger ar-
row-shaped, white spots 
than the Northern spe-
cies. A rounded, puffy, 
head without ear tufts, 
and deep, black eyes 
gives this owl a mysteri-
ous look. Nocturnal, and 
seldom seen, Strix Occi-
dentalis is on the USFW 
threatened list in the 
Southwest. 

Sightings are un-
common because of its 
preference for multi-
layered canopy cover in 

hardwood, coniferous 
forests.  Douglas-fir,  
Ponderosa pines, oak 
woodlands, and foothill, 
riparian areas are typi-
cal breeding grounds for 
this rare bird.  It likes to 
roost on northern, steep, 
slopes from 1000 feet to 
8500 feet in elevation.  
Snags are important to 
their livelihood, and it 
has been found, that they 
frequent up to 14 snags 
in an acre. 

Nesting 30 to 160 feet 
above ground in cavities 
of trees, they sometimes, 
make their homes in hol-
low caves, or crevices 
on cliffs.  The monoga-
mous pair, mate for life, 
producing 1 to 4 white 
eggs, with a faint tinge of 
buff color. Yet they don't 
breed every year, and 

nately, result in the dis-
appearance of a whole 
family unit never to be 
seen again.  Yet in high-
ly concentrated areas of 
population, 
where shel-
ter and food 
is abundant, 
their lifes-
pan in the 
wild, can be 
up to 10, oc-
casionally, 
17 years.  

H u n t -
ing with 
a "perch 
and wait" then, "glide 
and surprise" technique 
serves them well.  Short 
flights with quick, silent, 
wing beats, character-
ize this aerial diver.  If 
a chase ensues, longer 
flights with short glides, 

a c c ompl i sh 
their goal. 
Feeding, pri-
marily, on 
small mam-
mals, like fly-
ing squirrels, 
they also eat 
w o o d r a t s , 
deer mice, 

bats, small owls, snakes, 
beetles, and moths.

Weighing an average 
of 1.3 pounds, they are 
16 to 19 inches in length, 
with a 45 to 48 inch 
wingspan.  Their mortal-
ity is impacted by preda-
tors, like, great horned 
owls and large hawks, 
besides starvation, due 
to lack of food or habi-
tat.  Their survival is 
highly impacted by se-
vere exposure to extreme 
weather conditions. 

This valiant creature 
of the night, fights for 
its life, in a world where 
their habitat is disappear-
ing, due to man's desire 

to harvest wood.  In the 
12 years of rehabilitat-
ing birds of prey in our 
mountain area, Wild-
haven Ranch has only 
come across one Spot-
ted Owl, unfortunately, 
at death's door. Their 
"Whoo-whoo-hoo-hoo" 
territorial call, and, low, 
hollow, ascending whis-
tle is seldom heard in our 
forest today!

Wildhaven Ranch is a 
wildlife sanctuary in the 
San Bernardino Moun-
tains specializing in edu-
cating the public about 
wildlife in our ecosys-
tem. Visit them at www.
wildhavenranch.org or 
call for tours at (909) 
337-7389.

will rarely renest after 
failed breeding attempts.  

Reproductive by 3 
years old, they may mate 
at 2 years, but, not often, 
at 1 year. Very territorial 
and intolerant of habitat 
disturbance, they tend 
not to migrate, but, shift 
their ranges in seasons. 
Short migrations are less 
than 30 miles, and juve-
niles disperse, less than 
19 miles away!   

Such particular habi-
tat needs can, unfortu-

ful spending on projects 
such as the high-speed 
train to nowhere.

We may have a unique 
and rare moment to pay 
off past debts and in-
vest in the future this 
year - if the legislature 
should seize it. Doing so 
will ensure we will be 

better prepared for the 
challenges of tomorrow. 
Like that of your home 
budget, the legislature 
should plan for the fu-
ture. 

. 

Assemblyman Curt 
Hagman, R-Chino Hills, 
is the Assistant Repub-
lican Floor Leader and 
represents the 55h As-
sembly District in the 
California Legislature.

Hagman Com-
mentary On State 
Budget from page 5

Ave. De Jong’s Standard 
Feeding Company, ac-
cording to the Los Ange-
les County Department 
of Public Health “pro-
vides collection services 
of grain-based products, 
including bread, tor-
tillas, pasta, noodles, 
and other foods such as 
potatoes, onions etc.”  
DeJong had developed 
a method of collecting 
those products, storing 
them in containers and 
bins that would retard 
their spoilage, and trans-
porting them to the hog 
farm which he had pur-
chased from its owner 
upon his retirement in 
the late 1980s. 

The farm dealt most-
ly in piglets, allowing 
them to roam freely in 
a non-cage environment 
where they were nour-
ished after they had been 
weaned. They would 
eventually be sold to oth-
er farmers or go directly 
to the slaughterhouse. 
With the breakup of the 

Chino Agricultural Pre-
serve and the annexation 
of the property on which 
the farm is located by the 
city of Ontario, the op-
eration was essentially 
zoned out of compliance 
with the newly extant 
land use standards. 

In 2005 the property 
was included as part of 
the Rich Haven Spe-
cific Plan. In 2007, the 
specific plan was given 
full approval by the On-
tario City Council, slat-
ing the land on which 
the farm sits to become 
part of a development 
that would entail 4,000 
residential units, a junior 
high school and 886,000 
square feet of commer-
cial buildings. 

When the original 
project proponent went 
bankrupt following the 
financial crash of 2007, 
the project was post-
poned. Now, however, 
Brookfield Homes is 
moving ahead full speed 
on the project and Stan-
dard Feeding Company 
and its pigs are to be 
gone by February 28. 

Hog Farm Closing 
from front page

have been 2028.
 Councilman Bren-

dan Brandt abstained 
from voting on the mat-
ter because the law firm 
in which he is a partner 
has done work for an-
other trash hauling firm 
that would potentially 
be in competition with 
Burrtec for the contract 
if bidding on the fran-
chise were to take place. 

While council mem-
bers Gino Filippi and 

Debra Stone supported 
the extension of the 
Burrtec franchise con-
tract, councilman Glen 
Bozar proclaimed op-
position to the extension 
without an accompany-
ing bidding process. He 
pointed out that Burrtec 
has held the city trash 
hauling franchise since 
2001, subsequent to the 
last open bidding on the 
franchise in 2000. He 
reasoned that the city 
should give notice to 
Burrtec at once so that 
bidding on the franchise 
contract can be conduct-
ed at the earliest pos-

sible date, i.e., in 2020. 
His adamant opposition 
to extending Burrtec’s 
hold on the franchise un-
til 2028, which would be 
more than a quarter of a 
century after the last bid 
competition, persuaded 
Mayor Ray Musser to re-
ject the extension as pro-
posed by Burrtec.

Subsequently, the city 
formed a ten-member 
committee to look at 
ways the city could re-
dress its deteriorating 
financial condition. At 
city manager Stephen 
Dunn’s suggestion, the 
committee considered as 

a revenue enhancement 
strategy having the city 
council once again con-
sider an adjustment of 
Burrtec’s trash hauling 
franchise. Among the 
options the committee 
recommended was that 
the city council take that 
matter up as part of a 
multi-pronged approach 
in generating new reve-
nue and reducing opera-
tional expenses.   

Accordingly, the 
council directed city 
staff to prepare an item 

Upland Won’t Re-
bid Trash Fran-
chise from front page

Henry's Radiator Service
            Straightforward  Assessments
      Quality Work At A Reasonable Price  

949 W State St Ste C, Ontario     909-988-8981
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California Style
Mom on the Run

By Grace Bernal

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 

Read the
Sentinel 

On The World Wide Web!                                                                                         
  To visit our blog, simply type 

http://sbsentinel.com/ into your 
URL box and hit enter.  You can 
view the Sentinel, read individual 
articles, offer comments and search 
our archives from the convenience 
of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or 

iPhone.

Winter Fashion seems 
to be coming out sud-
denly. The rain and 
cold temperatures have 
arrived along with the 
Super Bowl. Fashion re-
ally changed overnight.  

Burberry style coats, pea 
coats, black dresses, and 
Super Bowl madness all 
came together earlier 
this week! It was like a 

giant spaceship that ar-
rived this past Sunday 
and left like a quick win-
ter carnival. All the styl-
ish bands, people selling 

things to hang on their 
cars, and the sports attire 
distinguished what has 
grown into an annual 
cultural event unlike any 

other. Fashion was hap-
pening this Super Bowl 
Sunday.  The larger part 
of America is the real 
people dressed in sports 
attire. It was wonderful 
seeing all the different 
colors that went into the 
sports attire. America in 
general was all dressed 
in bright orange for the 
Broncos and blue for the 
Seahawks. Who will win 

next year? Whoever it is, 
have your sports attire 
ready and just have fun.

“The human body is 
the best work of art.” 

― Jess C. Scott

relating to the Burrtec 
franchise contract ad-
justment/extension. On 
January 27 Dunn indi-
cated the item would be 
ready for council con-
sideration and a vote by 
the February 10 council 
meeting. At press time, 
the agenda for the Febru-
ary 10 meeting was not 
publicly available, how-

ever. Indications were 
that the newest franchise 
extension proposal will 
be substantially the same 
as that considered in Oc-
tober, with some unspec-
ified revisions. 

Unchanged in the 
proposal is that Burrtec 
would not need to sub-
ject itself to a competi-
tive bid process to obtain 
the extension. 

Burrtec fared rather 
poorly in one of the last 
major bid competitions 
it had engaged in.  Since 
2001, Burrtec had held 

a $17 million-per-year 
contract for operating 
the county of San Ber-
nardino’s landfill system. 
Last April, following 
a bidding competition, 
Burrtec lost that contract 
to Los Angeles County-
based Athens Services. 

The loss of that con-
tract chastened Burrtec, 
which currently holds 
trash hauling franchises 
with 16 of San Ber-
nardino County’s 24 
incorporated cities and 
34 of its unincorporated 
communities.  With Ath-

ens and other trash haul-
ers nipping at its heels, 
Burrtec is militating to 
maintain its position at 
the top of the trash haul-
ing heap in the county 
by solidifying its hold 
on those 58 trash hauling 
franchises.  In this way, 
the effort Burrtec initi-
ated in Upland in May, 
which proposed add-
ing street sweeping and 
household hazardous 
waste and medical waste 
disposal to the services it 
already offered the city 
as an inducement to the 
council for its consent  to 
lengthen the “evergreen” 
clause, has been seen as 
a test case. 

Meanwhile, other re-
fuse handlers appear 
ready to compete for the 
Upland franchise con-
tract, if given a chance.  
A spokesman with Waste 
Management, Inc. which 
held the Upland fran-
chise prior to Burrtec, 
said his company would 
participate in the bid 
process if Upland makes 
a request for proposals. 
Similarly, Athens Ser-
vices, which has a heavy 

presence in neighboring 
Los Angeles County and 
recently established a 
toehold in San Bernardi-
no County when it outbid 
Burrtec and Waste Man-
agement for the county 
landfill system operation 
contract, would be a po-
tential applicant for the 
franchise. 

Free market advocates 
assert that the city and its 
ratepayers will benefit 
by a bidding competi-

tion, which would force 
Burrtec and its rivals to 
submit proposals that 
would offer lower con-
sumer rates, enhanced 
services and more gener-
ous give-back arrange-
ments with the city than 
are likely to be derived 
from the continuation of 
the terms in the existing 
contract. 

No Bid Provision In 
Upland’s Trash Fran-
chise Extension Pro-
posal  from page 11


