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Rialto Councilman O’Connell Survives Car Plunge Down I-15 Embankment

Shawn O’Connell

Alan Wapner
An option cash-

strapped Upland may be 
gravitating toward in its 
effort to stave off a po-
tential deficit in  upcom-
ing fiscal years consists 
of what has been termed 
the “privatization” of 
its municipal water and 
sewer divisions. 

In October, Upland 
City Manager Stephen 
Dunn said his city was 
on the verge of bank-

ruptcy and after having 
engaged in a series of 
fiscal gymnastics to bal-
ance the current 2013-14 
budget, the city will re-
quire at least $3.5 mil-
lion in additional reve-
nue annually to continue 
to provide city residents 
and businesses with the 
same level of service the 
city is currently provid-
ing.

As of last month, 

Dunn said, the city’s 
general fund is hard-
stretched to cover Up-
land’s bare operating 
expenses. Funding for 
street repairs, equipment 
and vehicle mainte-
nance, post-employment 
benefits, equipment re-
placement, economic de-
velopment and solutions 
to the city’s growing 
homeless problem has 
been entirely depleted.

The general fund ac-
counts for most of the 

city’s services. It funds 
73 activities related to 
the basic function of 
municipal government.  
Dunn said.

In October, Dunn 
said that the only alter-
native to drastic service 
cutbacks consisted of 
revenue enhancement, 
most specifically a tax 
that would need to be 
approved by a major-
ity of the city’s 

Ontario has declared 
a temporary legal truce 
with Los Angeles over 
its effort to wrest back 
ownership and control 
of Ontario International 
Airport. 

On June 3 Ontario 
filed a lawsuit against 
Los Angeles claiming 
the larger city has been 
purposefully mismanag-
ing the airport. The law-
suit seeks the return of 
the airport to Ontario’s 
possession.

In August, Ontario 
overcame a motion by 
Los Angeles to have the 
suit dismissed, but has 
made little progress le-
gally since that point. 

With the prospect of 
years and perhaps de-
cades of protracted and 
expensive litigation over 
the issue with no guar-
antee that it will prevail, 
Ontario has apparently 
reached the conclusion 
that working out a so-
lution outside the legal 
forum may be the better 
approach. 

On December 5, Riv-
erside County Superior 
Court Judge Gloria Con-
nor Trask consented to 
allow both parties to put 
further legal action on 
hold at least until Janu-
ary 31 while they seek a 
resolution. Los Angeles, 
represented by attorney 
Steven S. Rosenthal, 
and Ontario, represented 
by the law firm Shep-
pard Mullen Richter and 
Hampton, indicated their 
legal teams will take a 
hiatus while of-

The city of Chino, 
Lewis Operating Com-
pany and Lennar Homes 
have agreed in principle 
to share the cost of build-
ing a water treatment 
plant that will accommo-
date more than 14,000 
new homes. 

Lennar and Standard 
Pacific Homes are de-
veloping the College 
Park subdivision within 
the city of Chino, which 
upon completion will 
entail a total of 2,200 

residential units in the 
College Park Specific 
Plan area. Thus far, 851 
of those residential units 
have been completed and 
granted occupancy per-
mits by the city. Lewis 
Operating Company, 
the successor to Lewis 
Homes, has an entitle-
ment to build a total of 
11,976 residential units 
within The Preserve 
Specific Plan area. Thus 
far, the city has granted 
occupancies to approxi-

mately 1,946 completed 
units in that subdivision, 
known as The Preserve.  

At its November 5 
meeting, the Chino City 
Council voted 4-0 to ap-
prove a memorandum of 
understanding with Lew-
is Operating Company 
and LS College Park 
LLC for the completion 
of a 3,500-gallon-per-
minute  water treatment 
plant in Ontario. 

While there were ini-

SAN BERNARDI-
NO—2013 is in a dead 
heat with 2012 in the 
tally of homicides in the 
county seat. 

On December 10, po-
lice were summoned by 
a 12:38 a.m. call from 
a man driving around 
looking at Christmas 
lights who spotted a man 
lying just beyond the 
paved section of Palm 
Avenue on the city’s 
north end north of Mel-

vin Avenue. When of-
ficers arrived, they con-
firmed the man was dead. 
It was unclear whether 
the victim, s 21-year-old 
Hispanic whose name 
has not been released, 
had expired on the scene 
or had been transported 
there.  

The victim, who was 
pronounced dead on the 
scene, was the third ho-
micide in a spate of mur-
ders since Saturday, De-

cember 7, and the 45th 
of the year. He had sus-
tained multiple gunshot 
wounds.  

Two days previous, 
on Sunday December 8, 
Thomas Wayne Scho-
les, 57, a transient, was 
found stabbed to death in 
another part of the north 
side of San Bernardino. 

Scholes, who was sub-
sisting in homeless shan-
tytowns that are hidden 
from open view less than 

a half-mile distant from 
where he was found, 
was lying on the ground 
in the cemented wash 
area near the 2200 block 
of West Donald Street 
when he was spotted by 
a passerby at 7:38 a.m. 
About six hours earlier, 
there had been a barking 
of dogs and nearby resi-
dents heard a car door 
slamming shut

Police have concluded 
that Scholes, who was 

knifed multiple times 
in the upper torso, was 
not stabbed at that loca-
tion and was transported 
there.

On Saturday Decem-
ber 7 at around 10:31 
p.m., police on patrol 
heard the gunshots that 
felled Kameron Bran-
don Patterson, 18, of San 
Bernardino. In attempt-
ing to determine where 
the gunshots had ema-
nated from, 

LOS ANGELES—
Slightly less than a 
month after a U.S. Dis-
trict Court judge reject-
ed motions by the city 
of Victorville, its airport 
authority and assistant 
city manager Keith Met-
zler to dismiss the Se-
curities and Exchange 
Commission’s complaint 
against them, lawyers 
for those entities on De-
cember 9 filed an answer 
to the entirety of the 
SEC complaint, denying 

any wrongdoing on the 
defendants’ part in con-
nection with a 2008 mu-
nicipal bond 

Keith Metzler

One of San Bernardi-
no County’s leading citi-
zens narrowly averted 
death when he lost con-
trol of his vehicle while 
driving northbound on 
the 15 Freeway south of 
Devore early Wednesday 
morning.

Rialto Councilman 
Shawn O’Connell sus-
tained substantial in-
juries that left him un-
conscious for nearly 12 

hours after he plunged 
down a 30-foot embank-

ment on the east side of 
the freeway south of the 
Glen Helen Parkway exit 
at around 2:15 a.m. as 
he was en route to the 
home of a friend in the 
High Desert who was 
going to make repairs to 
O’Connell’s wheelchair.   

The California High-
way Patrol has yet to es-
tablish the precise cause 
of the accident. There 
have been recurrent re-

ports that O’Connell, 
who has only limited 
use of his legs, was ex-
periencing back pain and 
spasms, which may have 
precipitated the crash. 
Some seven hours previ-
ously, O’Connell had left 
the Tuesday evening city 
council meeting before 
it concluded because he 
was experiencing in-
tense back spasms. 

O’Connell sustained 

significant internal inju-
ries, including  bruised 
kidneys and lungs, a 
fractured vertebra and 
spinal contusions. His 
car lodged against over-
grown chaparral and 
brush against a fence at 
the bottom of the em-
bankment. The former 
police sergeant with 
the Rialto Police De-
partment remained un-
conscious and 

Stephen Dunn
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dazed for well over ten 
hours. 

Meanwhile, the per-
son he was journeying 
to visit when the mishap 
occurred, described as 
O’Connell’s best friend, 
became alarmed when 
O’Connell did not arrive. 
He attempted to phone 
O’Connell and when he 
could not reach him on 
his cell phone, contacted 
the Rialto Police Depart-
ment to inform them he 
believed something may 
have befallen the coun-
cilman. 

Rialto instituted a 
search for O’Connell, 
including making a 
check of his home. That 
search expanded to in-
clude a drive along the 
likely route O’Connell 
would have taken up the 
15 Freeway from Rialto 
to the High Desert, and 
when that proved un-
fruitful, the Highway Pa-
trol was contacted and a 
request was made to the 
sheriff’s department to 
do a helicopter flyover of 
the 15 Freeway as well. 

Sometime around 1 
p.m. O’Connell regained 
consciousness and was 
able to use his cell phone 
to summon assistance. 
While rescurers utilitzed 
his cell phone transmis-
sions to triangulate on 
his location, O’Connell  
was able to start his vehi-
cle and move it to a spot 
where he was visible to 
responding units.

The councilman was 
transported to the Ar-
rowhead Regional Medi-
cal Center, where he 
remained at press time 
within the hospital’s in-
tensive care unit. 

A compromise incor-
porating the requests 
of off-road enthusiasts 
and the military’s need 
for expanded live-fire 
training facilities was 
incorporated into the fi-
nal form of the National 
Defense Authorization 
Act of 2013, which was 
passed into law by Con-
gress on Tuesday. 

The final language 
of the act significantly 
downscales an earlier 
proposed expansion of 
the Twentynine Palms 
Marine Base and its Ma-
rine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center, retain-
ing much of Johnson 
Valley, which is home to 
the largest off-highway 
vehicle area in the Unit-
ed States, for recreation-
al use.

The National Defense 
Authorization Act of 
2013 preserves 99,870 
acres of Johnson Valley 
as the Johnson Valley 
Off-Highway Vehicle 
Area. The deal will al-
low the Marines to ex-
pand the Twentynine 
Palms Marine Base into 

a portion of Johnson 
Valley and would end 
the threat of military ex-
pansion to the remaining 
off-road area. 

The new Johnson Val-
ley Off-Highway Vehicle 
Area is nearly as large 
as the Imperial Sand 
Dunes at Glamis and 
is explicitly designated 
for off-highway vehicle 
use under the new law. 
Included in this area is 
the entire “Hammers” 
area, both the front and 
back side. Spooners, 
Aftershock, Sunbonnet, 
the Riffle Monument, 
and the Cal200 Memo-
rial (The Rockpile) are 
also located within the 
preserved off-road area. 
The majority of the Fry 
Mountains and full ac-
cess to Soggy Dry Lake 
Bed are also guaranteed 
for off-highway vehicle 
use, as well as access to 
Emerson Dry Lake Bed. 

This deal is the cul-
mination of a years-
long campaign to save 
the Hammers from base 
expansion. The famed 

“King of the Hammers” 
Race, which draws over 
30,000 people to John-
son Valley every year, 
will continue under the 
new bill. The Bureau of 
Land Management esti-
mates that Johnson Val-
ley currently generates 
more than $71 million 
annually for local econo-
mies. 

The Marines would be 
allowed to use a portion 
of the nearly 100,000 
acre Johnson Valley Off-
Highway Vehicle Recre-
ation Area for a maxi-
mum of 60 days per year. 
It would be open to the 
off-road community for 
recreational use during 
the remaining 305 days.

The Marine Corps 
released the following 
statement: “The expan-
sion of 29 Palms is the 
best investment the Ma-
rine Corps has made 
to ensure combat suc-
cess and the safe return 
home of our Marines, as 
it addresses the Marine 
Corps’ current training 
and readiness shortfalls. 

The Marine Corps will 
now be able to conduct 
fully integrated, live-
fire exercises based on 
current training require-
ments, while still pre-
serving safe public ac-
cess for Off-Highway 
Vehicle recreation in 
Johnson Valley.” 

A key player in driv-
ing the compromise was 
Rep. Paul Cook, R-Yuc-
ca Valley, who in addi-
tion to representing the 
area in Congress, was a 
former Marine colonel 
who was stationed at the 
Twentynine Palms base. 
He is now a member of 
the House Armed Ser-
vices, Veterans’ Affairs, 
and Foreign Affairs 
Committees. 

Cook told the Senti-
nel, “My biggest concern 
has always been public 
safety. This agreement 
ensures public safety, 
while also balancing the 
training needs of the 
Marine Corps with the 
rights of the off-road 
community. It preserves 
California’s most impor-

tant off-road recreation 
area for future gen-
erations. After years in 
which off-roaders have 
lived in fear of the clo-
sure of Johnson Valley, 
this permanently ends 
the threat of base expan-
sion into off-road areas.”  

San Bernardino Coun-
ty Supervisor James Ra-
mos, whose Third Dis-
trict includes a portion 
of the desert affected 
by the legislation, stat-
ed, “This compromise 
reached on the Johnson 
Valley OHV recreational 
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GLIMPSE OF SBC’S PAST
Not Daggett?  Dag-Nab-It!

they came across Pat-
terson lying face down 
on the north side of the 
sidewalk at Evans and E 
Streets at about 10:35. He 
had been shot multiple 
times in the upper torso. 
He was transported im-
mediately to St. Bernar-
dine Medical Center but 
died shortly after physi-
cians began attending to 
him.

San Bernardino’s 45 

murders as of the close of 
the first 344 days of 2013 
on December 10 were 
only two fewer than the 
47 homicides recorded 
in San Bernardino dur-
ing the 366 days of 2012.   

Last year’s deadly 
mayhem continued right 
up to its final minutes.  A 
little more than an hour 
before midnight on De-
cember 31, Jason Ken-
neth Anderson of Victor-
ville became the last and 
47th homicide victim 
in the city of San Ber-
nardino in 2012 when 
he was gunned down at 

10:50 p.m. at 677 W 28th 
Street. The hail of bullets 
that felled Anderson in-
jured three others.

The pace of killing 
in San Bernardino over 
the last two years rep-
resented a significant 
uptick from 2011, when 
30 people in San Ber-
nardino died at the hands 
of others. 

The rash of murders 
over last weekend and 
Tuesday did not match 
the wave of carnage that 
took place in the final 
days of April and first 
week of May in 2012, 

when, between April 28 
and May 7, a period of 
nine days, eight people 
were murdered in the 
city. In May 2012, 12 
people were murdered in 
San Bernardino. 

Despite the deadly 
pattern of violence this 
and last year, the murder 
counts were and are not 
on a pace equal to the 
city’s record high of 58 
killings in 2005. 

By Ruth Musser-Lopez
One of the more hu-

morous stories told about 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty’s Route 66 was re-
counted by Roger Hathe-
way, a San Bernardino 
County historian, while 
he was serving as guide 
on the Route 66 Corridor 
Management Plan scop-
ing tour on December 
3-5, 2013 (as reported in 
the last week’s “Glimpse 
of SBC’s Past” column 
(12-6-2013, SBSentinel.
com).

 The comical sto-
ry pertains to the history 
of the unincorporated 
town of Daggett along 
Route 66, ten miles east 
of Barstow.   At first, 
the place was a “rough-
hewn,” “hardscrabble” 
camp settled just af-
ter the Civil War in the 
1860s when rich silver 
ore deposits were dis-
covered nearby in the 
Calico Mountains ac-
cording to Jim Hinckley 
in his book Ghost Towns 
of Route 66 (2011).  Lo-
cated on the Old Gov-
ernment Road following 
the path of the ancient 
Mojave trail along the 
Mojave River, the camp 
was referred to as Calico 

Junction.  In 1882, as 
Southern Pacific Rail-
road crews were pass-
ing through the camp as 
the line from Mojave to 
Needles was being com-
pleted. The name Calico 
Junction was considered 
too confusing, since the 
location where silver was 
being mined was already 
named Calico. It was de-
cided to name the town 
after John Daggett, who 
was, at that time during 
the spring of 1883, the 
Lieutenant Governor of 
the State of California. 

also boasted its South-
ern Pacific Railroad (re-
ferred to as the Santa Fe 
transcontinental route) 
depot between Mojave 
and Needles by 1883.  
Daggett was initially in-
tended by the Santa Fe 
to be the site of its main 
depot and maintenance 
yard where major re-
pairs to the trains would 
be made.   Word leaked 
out and the good ol’ boys 
in downtown San Ber-
nardino decided to take 
advantage of the infor-
mation to snap up real 

estate there in Daggett in 
hope  that it might be the 
railroad’s desired loca-
tion for its facility.  Tak-
ing the chance that the 
purchased land might 
be resold to the railroad 
for a net profit, land was 
blocked up by private 
investors and prices 
spiked.  The railroad, 
seeing the situation, sim-
ply revised its plans and 
built the terminal in Bar-
stow instead, leaving the 
entire town of Daggett in 
the dust.   

 Hatheway ended 
his story, but one could 
have imagined the town 
folk muttering in frus-

tration “Not in Daggett? 
Dagnabbit!” using an 
“old-cootism” uttered in 
polite company of the 
1890s American pros-
pectors and cantanker-
ous old farmers, instead 
of “dammit.”

 This story of 
Daggett is amusing be-
cause it is so metaphori-
cally true.  It’s likely that 
Daggett isn’t the first and 
only place something 
like this has ever hap-
pened in the long scheme 
of human civilization, 
but since the town sits 

on what was the ground-
breaking western fron-
tier in our own county, 
it is close to us with re-
spect to location and re-
cent memory, thus the 
comical story of Daggett 
serves as an iconic ex-
ample of the reason why 
planned realty trans-
actions are often com-
pleted secretively to the 
point that even govern-
ment open meeting laws 
here in the great state of 
California will exempt 
realty actions from be-
ing conducted in an open 
forum--instead they are 
usually completed in ex-
ecutive session by most 

local city councils here.  
 Daggett also 

took a hit with the col-
lapse of silver prices and 
the exhaustion of profit-
able ore bodies during 
the 1890s; but fortu-
nately, another product, 
borax, helped the local 
economy to survive.  
Hinckley reported that 
by 1902 the borax mines 
employed roughly 200 
men and Daggett con-
sisted of Alf’s Black-
smith Shop, a railroad 
depot, a drug store, a 
lumberyard, the Stone 
Hotel, three general 
merchandise stores, two 
Chinese restaurants, a 
café and several saloons. 

 Located at Bo-
rate Mine in the Calico 
district, the borate ore 
had to be hauled down to 
Daggett.   At first mule 
teams hauled it, then a 
steam tractor called “old 
Dinah” was used but 
“she” broke down too 

often and was eventually 
retired.   In 1908, Francis 
Marion Smith, the “Bo-

 Hatheway’s sto-
ry went something like 
this:

 Daggett, already 
being established as a 
going concern with the 
nearby 10-stamp mill 
at Elephant Mountain, 

rax King” and founder of 
the Pacific Coast Borax 
Company began to build 
the Borate & Daggett 
(B&D) Railroad, a 3 ft-
gauge railroad to carry 
the ore faster than the 
mules and the tractor 
put together.  Two steam 
Heisler steam engine lo-
comotives named “Fran-
cis” and “Marion,” pull-
ing wooden, side-dump 
ore cars and odd flatcars 
were used.  The entire 
operation required many 
more laborers, so boost-
ing Daggett’s economy.  
[Further reading:  Van 
Dyke, Dix; Wild, Peter 
(editor) (1997). Daggett: 
Life in a Mojave Fron-
tier]

  Around 1907 
as the ore at Borate was 
being exhausted, Smith 
discovered richer borax 
deposits in Death Val-
ley.  He moved his head-
quarters there and the 
last B&D steam train ran 

into Daggett about two 
years later.   During that 
time, Daggett was the 

Borax mine mule teams typically consisted of twenty animals. 

Old Dinah did some heavy pulling in her day.
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Upland To Consid-
er Water Depart-
ment Privatization  
from front page  

voters. To emphasize his 
point and support his 
case, Dunn referenced 
a 2012 auditor’s opinion 
from the certified public 
accounting firm Mayer 
Hoffman and McCann 
and financial research 
firm Standard and Poor’s 
intended downgrading 
of the city’s credit rating. 
Mayer Hoffman and Mc-
Cann said there are seri-
ous questions with regard 
to the city’s solvency to 
the point that in a short 
while “it will be unable 
to continue as a going 
concern.” According to 
Standard and Poor’s, the 
city, which has already 
been downgraded from 
an AA credit rating to 
an A+, is in danger of 
seeing its credit rating 
eroding even further. A 
municipality’s credit rat-
ing directly impacts the 
interest rate it must pay 
when borrowing money.

To balance the city’s 
current $39 million bud-
get, Dunn said Upland’s 
entire municipal opera-
tion is borrowing heavily 
from rapidly evaporating 
reserves, while relying 
on income from two 
of the city’s enterprise 
funds which remain in 
the black, its water and 
sewer service funds.

Last month, the city 
formed a budget balanc-
ing task force consisting 
of ten members – two 
appointed by each mem-
ber of the city council. 
That committee is ex-
amining a panoply of 
means by which the city 
is to come to terms with 
its fiscal crisis. Already, 
even before the com-
mittee has begun an ex-
amination of the alterna-
tives or moved toward 
any recommendations, 
the second-guessing has 
begun. Many Upland 
residents sitting on the 
sidelines have begun to 
weigh in on what path 
the city should take out 
of the financial abyss. 

 While one group of 
citizens is calling for the 
city to embark on cost 
cutting efforts including 
streamlining and mak-
ing more efficient its pro-
cesses and functions and 
eliminating services and 
redundant or nonproduc-

tive personnel, others 
are advocating that the 
city generate revenue to 
sustain the current level 
of service. The two most 
likely methods of rev-
enue generation are rais-
ing taxes and selling off 
city assets. 

What appears to be 
the city’s biggest poten-
tial cash cow is its water 
and sewer division. 

Dunn, in passing, 
in October mentioned 
“privatizing” the water 
and sewer division.  No 
specifics were given at 
that time. Indeed, coun-
cilman Brendan Brandt 
vociferously signaled 
his reluctance to even 
consider such an option 
without first being pro-
vided with more in-depth 
information. It was that 
daunting task – obtain-
ing  information with 
regard to all the options  
– that in large part led 
to the formation of the 
budget balancing task 
force committee, which 
is charged with making 
those examinations and 
evaluations and then pro-
viding a recommenda-
tion to the council after 
having done so. 

Privatization could 
take many forms.

 At one extreme, the 
entire system, lock, 
stock, and barrel – that 
is wells, treatment facili-
ties, pipe, pump stations 
and meters – could be 
sold to the highest bid-
der. Once the water and 
the means of deliver-
ing it were in the hands 
of a private entity, there 
would be no local gover-
nance on the rates cus-
tomers would pay for the 
precious commodity of 
water or the wastewater 
service they receive. 

There is also the pos-
sibility of semi-privati-
zation.  A model for this 
would be what occurred 
in Rialto.   

    Historically, rough-
ly half of the city of Ri-
alto’s residents received 
their water from the 
municipal water system. 
The other half  were cus-
tomers of Western Wa-
ter, a private company.

As early as 2008, for-
mer Rialto City Manager 
Henry Garcia opened up 
a dialogue with New Jer-
sey-based American Wa-
ter about that company 
taking over the city’s wa-
ter utility. Garcia never 

closed that deal, though 
after having laid the basis 
for it, his successors, in-
terim city manager Mark 
Kling and then Mike 
Story, progressed to-
ward what evolved into a 
semi-privatization deal.  
Story, aggressively ex-
amining and addressing 
the city’s infrastructure 
and service needs, con-
cluding as had Garcia, 
that the city did not have 
the financial wherewith-
al to undertake needed 
water system upgrades 
on its own. He recom-
mitted to making a deal 
with American Water 
and in March 2012, the 
city council approved by 
a 4-1 vote entering into 
the 30-year lease of the 
municipal water system 
with the company.  As 
part of the arrangement, 
the city agreed to a 114.8 
percent increase in wa-
ter and wastewater rates 
by 2016, such that the 
average water bill of Ri-
alto households utilizing 
17,000 gallons per month 
was to jump from $26.27 
per month to $64.14 
monthly and increase the 
wastewater treatment fee 
from $25.97 to $61.46 as 
of January 1, 2016.

That move imme-
diately provoked a re-
sponse in the form of a 
petition drive by mem-
bers of the Utility Work-
ers of America, the 
union representing city 
water division employ-

ees, to force a city-wide 
referendum on the take-
over. In less than seven 
weeks, over 6,400 sig-
natures were gathered 
to meet the threshold of 
3,800 valid signatures of 
registered voters needed 
to force the matter to a 
vote. The petitions cre-
ated an opportunity for 
city residents to reject 
the takeover by means 
of a mail vote to be con-
ducted by the city. If 
more than 50 percent of 
the ratepayers returned 
the mail-in ballots reject-
ing the takeover, it would 
not go into effect.

But in a crafty piece 
of sleight-of-hand, Rialto 
officials short-circuited 
that challenge when they 
quietly took action to 
find another company 
to manage Rialto’s wa-
ter operations. With two 
swipes of a pen, the city 
of Rialto in July 2012 
substituted American 
Water out of the picture 
and entered into a con-
tract with San Francisco-
based Table Rock Capi-
tol to take on the role of 
water service operator.

Table Rock, doing 
business as Rialto Water 
Services LP, supplanted 
American Water Works 
Co. Inc. as the city’s wa-
ter and wastewater ser-
vice provider, and then 
farmed out the operation 
to entities expert at wa-
ter and sewer operations. 
Eventually, it worked out 

a deal with Veolia North 
American to run the 
city’s wastewater plant.

Under the terms of a 
1,600-page concession 
agreement signed by all 
parties, the city kept title 
to the facilities but leased 
them to Table Rock for a 
period of 30 years, Ri-
alto was given roughly 
$35 million, Table Rock 
committed to making 
$41 million in water and 
wastewater system im-
provements, Veolia was 
given a subcontract to 
run the sewer system and 
all of the city’s water and 
wastewater department 
employees were moved 
off the public payroll and 
hired by, variously, Table 
Rock or Veolia. In this 
way, further city pension 
costs for those employees 
were reduced, though the 
city is still committed to 
making good on what 
they are due for the years 
they did work for Rialto 
as municipal employees. 

Other privatization 
permutations are pos-
sible. In the city of Nee-
dles, for example, the 
city created its own pub-
lic utilities authority and 
sold the water and sewer 
divisions to that entity. 
In that way, the city can 
convert revenue into the 
water division – which 
is by law supposed to be 
maintained in a seques-
tered account to be used 
strictly for maintaining 
the system, making im-

provements to it, or ob-
taining water – and put 
it into its general fund to 
support other city opera-
tions without having to 
pay it back. 

And while all of these 
approaches may have an 
upside for the city, i.e., 
City Hall, the municipal 
operation, there is a po-
tential downside to the 
residents of the city. 

In this way, referring 
to the water division as 
a “cash cow” becomes 
something of a misno-
mer. Perhaps more ap-
propriate would be “sac-
rificial lamb” or “golden 
egg-laying goose.”

Upland residents need 
not look far to see the re-
sult of private ownership 
– corporate control – of 
a municipality’s water 
supply. Westward across 
the city limits and county 
line in Claremont, Gold-
en State Water Company 
is charging residential 
users there four times 
what Upland citizens pay 
for their water. 

If the water/waste-
water system is sold or 
leased to a private entity, 
Dunn said, there is a rea-
sonable expectation that 
would result in increased 
rates for residents. 

“If they were to capi-
talize the water system, 
they will have to bor-
row money,” Dunn said. 
“If they have to borrow 
money, they will have to 
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ficials seek to hammer 
out a solution between 
themselves.   

The development re-
flects more of a change 
on Ontario’s part than 
on that of Los Angeles. 
Three days after the 
suit was filed, then-Los 
Angeles Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa sent a letter 
dated June 6 to Ontario 
Mayor Paul Leon offer-
ing to reopen negotia-
tions over the transfer of 
ownership and manage-
ment of Ontario Airport 
from Los Angeles to On-
tario.

In that letter, Vil-
laraigosa stated, “I stand 
ready to resume negotia-
tions between our cities 
upon withdrawal of the 
city of Ontario’s lawsuit 
against the city of Los 
Angeles.”

Villaraigosa, whose 
term as mayor ended 
less than a month later, 
held out hope that the 
airport ownership and 
management differences 
separating the two cities 
could be ironed out ex-
peditiously and perhaps 
before he left office. "I 
have always believed, 
and continue to believe, 
that if we work together 
in good faith, we can 

achieve such a transfer,” 
Villaraigosa wrote “I 
continue to support re-
gionalization of air traf-
fic, with the long-term 
growth of Ontario In-
ternational Airport as a 
viable alternative to Los 
Angeles International 
Airport (LAX). While 
these are difficult times 
for medium and small 
airports across the na-
tion, I agree that focused 
marketing of Ontario In-
ternational Airport can 
and should help grow 
Ontario International 
Airport over the long-
term.”

Villaraigosa said he 
and Los Angeles were 
taken aback by the law-
suit.

“With all of the above 
in mind, I was quite 
perplexed that the city 
of Ontario would file a 
claim and subsequent 
lawsuit,” Villaraigosa 
said. “Given the urgen-
cy you and other stake-
holders have expressed, 
it would be more pro-
ductive to continue our 
negotiations with the 
shared goal of identify-
ing a mutually accept-
able way to accomplish 
the transition. Both sides 
should sit down again 
and hammer out a mutu-
ally agreeable arrange-
ment.”

Ontario, which main-
tained that Villaraigosa’s 
letter had not been re-

ceived until June 12, told 
Villaraigosa in a letter 
from Mayor Paul Leon  
“a legitimate settlement 
meeting cannot be sub-
ject to an unreasonable 
condition precedent,” 
rejecting  Villaragoisa’s 
call for Ontario to drop 
the lawsuit. “That is not 
a reasonable demand,” 
Leon wrote. “Ontario 
filed the lawsuit after all 
other avenues of relief 
were exhausted.  Hav-
ing been forced to file 
the case, it is not go-
ing to withdraw it as a 
prerequisite to a settle-
ment meeting, especially 
given that the current 
Los Angeles mayoral 
administration will be 
transitioned out of ex-
istence in a little more 
than two weeks. With 
your administration’s 
professed desire to seek 
a negotiated resolution 
before you leave office, 
it should withdraw the 

amenable to having Los 
Angeles let the airport 
go back to Ontario, they 
were chastened to learn 
that Garcetti was made 
even more upset by the 
filing of the lawsuit than 
his predecessor. In Octo-
ber, Ontario City Coun-
cilman Alan Wapner, 
who has taken the lead 
among Ontario officials 
with regard to Ontario’s 
assertion of what they 
consider the city’s right-
ful control of Ontario 
Airport, publicly ex-
pressed himself as be-
ing frustrated with Eric 
Garcetti and his lack of 
focus on Ontario Airport 
and his seeming unwill-
ingness to dialogue with 
Ontario with regard to 
the airport's future.

Last week, however, 
there was indication that 
Wapner and other On-
tario officials have en-
gaged in some level of 
introspection, perhaps 

the airport. 
In 1967, when On-

tario Airport had a 
gravel parking lot and 
was servicing fewer than 
200,000 passengers per 
year, Ontario and Los 
Angeles entered into a 
joint powers agreement 
to allow Los Angeles to 
use its clout with airlines 
to increase flights into 
and out of Ontario. Un-
der Los Angeles’ guid-
ance, the airport grew, 
more airlines began fly-
ing out of the facility 
and improvements were 
made to its runways and 
terminals. In 1985, af-
ter all of the conditions 
set down in the 1967 
joint powers agreement 
had been met, Ontario 
deeded the airport to Los 
Angeles for no consider-
ation.

In 2007, the airport 
achieved its high mark in 
terms of passenger traf-
fic, when 7.2 million pas-
sengers enplaned there. 
But since that time, pas-
senger traffic through 
Ontario Airport has di-
minished to 3.9 million 
per year and Ontario of-
ficials maintain that Los 
Angeles World Airports 
(LAWA), the corporate 
entity that Los Angeles 
utilizes to run Los An-
geles International, Van 
Nuys Airport and On-
tario Airport, has stifled 
Ontario International 
in a deliberate effort to 
benefit Los Angeles In-
ternational, where im-
provements have been 
made and passenger traf-
fic has continued to rise 
for the past seven years. 
In its now-four-year-long 
campaign to have Los 
Angeles deed the airport 
back to Ontario, Ontario 
officials have publicly 
insisted that LA should 
relinquish the airport for 
no consideration because 
the airport is considered 
a public benefit property 
which has no sale value. 
Privately, however, On-
tario has offered Los 
Angeles $246 million for 
the airport. Simultane-
ously, Los Angeles has 
sought potential private 
and public buyers for the 
aerodrome at reported 
prices ranging from $225 
million to $650 million. 
Last year Los Angeles 
revealed the existence 
of Ontario’s $246 mil-
lion offer, embarrassing 
Ontario officials with 

an exposé of the dis-
crepancy between their 
public and private state-
ments. Last year, On-
tario, with the county of 
San Bernardino, formed 
the Ontario International 
Airport Authority, an en-
tity intended to take over 
ownership and operation 
of the airport once Los 
Angeles relinquishes it.

Los Angeles officials 
attribute the decline in 
passenger traffic through 
Ontario to the recession 
that has persisted since 
2008 as well as wide-
spread changes in the 
airline industry in which 
air carriers have reduced 
flights to outlying air-
ports or non-centralized 
hubs. They say the air-
lines have proven resis-
tant to LAWA’s earnest 
efforts to lure the airlines 
back to Ontario.  The 
terms of the 1967 agree-
ment remain in place and 
Los Angeles maintains it 
has consistently lived up 
to that agreement.

In January, Los Ange-
les offered to sell the air-
port to Ontario for $475 
million. In April, Ontar-
io rejected that offer.

In his letter to Villara-
igosa, Leon emphasized 
that Ontario believed 
Los Angeles was over-
pricing the facility, say-
ing that “Ontario would 
be very interested in sit-
ting down with the cur-
rent administration to 
discuss a potential reso-
lution” but only if the 
Los Angeles “adminis-
tration is willing to con-
sider terms materially 
less dramatic to Ontario 
than its prior demand of 
a $475 million payment 
for the return of Ontario 
International Airport.”

demand that the lawsuit 
be dismissed prior to any 
such discussions.”

While Ontario offi-
cials had expressed their 
belief that Villaraigosa’s 
successor, Eric Gar-
cetti, would be far more 

concluding that it is not 
reasonable to expect Los 
Angeles to be carry on 
blithely while Ontario is 
suing it. 

Ontario and Los An-
geles have not always 
been at loggerheads over 
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make payments to ser-
vice that debt and the 
bondholders are going 
to make sure you have 
enough revenue to at 
least cover the debt plus 
all overhead.  Debt ser-
vice ratio, also known as 
the debt service cover-
age, is the ratio of cash 
available for debt servic-
ing to interest, principal 
and lease payments. A 
debt service ratio of at 
least 1.25 is standard 
in the lending industry. 
Thus, ratepayers are 
likely to see rate increas-
es of at least 25 percent 
in the initial stages of the 
takeover of a public util-
ity by a private company. 
Future increases could 
be expected as well.   

The selling of a city-
controlled asset such as 
a utility presents the city 
with at least a temporary 
cash flow advantage, 
Dunn said.  “Our utilities 

are accounted for as an 
enterprise,” Dunn said, 
which requires that all of 
the funds pertaining to it 
be kept in a sequestered 
account. “We can’t move 
that money into the gen-
eral fund without a basis 
for doing so. By leasing 
the system and convert-
ing that asset into the 
possession of a private 
company, the company 
pays the city for the priv-
ilege of running the sys-
tem and that money goes 
into the general fund.” 

Dunn told the Sen-
tinel this week that no 
decision to sell Upland’s 
water division has been 
made. Nor has the bud-
get task force committee 
yet considered it. Never-
theless, he said, privati-
zation of the city’s water 
and sewer divisions is 
“third” on the list of op-
tions he said he wants 
the committee to con-
sider when it begins its 
deliberations. 

“We are not commit-
ted to this,” he said. ‘We 

haven’t got close to that. 
It is one of the top three 
things I would consider. 
If the committee recom-
mends it, it still has to 
be approved by the city 
council. Just because the 
committee recommends 
it, it is not necessarily 
going to be accepted by 
the council. The only 
reason this is out there is 
because when it comes to 
raising revenue, we can 
talk about taxes  but get-
ting residents to approve 
it is going to be difficult. 
So, at the same time we 
are looking at what as-
sets we have. When we 
use the term privatiza-
tion we are not necessar-
ily talking about selling 
the  water division, but 
more like changing from 
public sector to private 
sector employees.”

The idea was sparked, 
Dunn said, at least par-
tially by the circum-
stance in Rialto.

“When we heard of 
the Rialto deal, I talked 
to the company about 

it,” he said. “I wanted to 
know what it entailed. 
After they [Table Rock] 
did the Rialto deal, they 
were obviously reaching 
out to other cities. They 
reached out to us. They 
threw out $30 million 
plus a potential $4 mil-
lion per year. That was 
not firm and they said 
they would  have to study 
it to come up with a hard 
set of numbers. It is hard 
to say right now how 
they would make it result 
in system capitalization, 
which would exist in the 
form of them borrow-
ing against the system 
using the rates paid by 
customers as a form of 
debt service. Obviously 
that would require an in-
crease in rates.”

“We haven’t pulled 
the trigger on this,” 
Dunn said. “It is defi-
nitely an option, just as 
it was an option in 2001.” 

Dunn’s reference was 
to a fiscal crisis that faced 
the city a dozen years 
ago that resulted in the 

consideration of a host 
of cost-cutting and rev-
enue-enhancing moves. 
“What the city would  
consider is a transfer of 
the water asset and its 
accompanying sewer 
service,” Dunn said. “It 
is an option available 
and I am testing to see if 
it is up for consideration 
with the committee and 
the council, as I don’t 
want to waste my time 
if I don’t have support 
for it from the council. 
If they don’t even want 
to consider it, I don’t 
want to spend effort on 
this if they have no in-
terest in dealing with it. 
I could see it happen-
ing if everything lines 
up and there is support. 
I could live with a lease 
arrangement, personally, 
but I am not advocating 
selling our water depart-
ment outright, by any 
means.”

Dunn said the pub-
lic should not blur the 
distinction between the 
city’s water department 

and the local purveyors 
of water, which include 
the San Antonio Water 
Company, Western Wa-
ter, an entity known as 
the Water Facility Au-
thority, which is a con-
sortium of five water 
agencies, and Metropoli-
tan Water. The city owns 
68 percent of the San 
Antonio Water Compa-
ny and owns a few wells 
independently. A priva-
tization move would not 
involve sales of any of 
those entities, he said.  

One option available 
to the city with regard 
to its water division does 
not involve privatiza-
tion, Dunn said. The city 
could, he said, simply 
up its water rates. Dunn 
said the city council can 
essentially act on its own 
to raise water rates, sub-
ject only to the restric-
tion of Proposition 218, 
which provides custom-
ers/rate payers with the 
opportunity to protest 
the rate increase. If more 
than 50 percent of those 
subject to the rate in-
creases file written pro-
tests, the rate increase 
cannot be effectuated, 
under Proposition 218. 
But the Proposition 218 
restriction, Dunn said, is 
a mere formality, since 
without a highly orga-
nized rate increase op-
position campaign, the 
prospect that a majority 
of residents will lodge 
protests is virtually non-
existent he said. 

Councilman Gino 
Filippi this week told the 
Sentinel, “No one to my 
knowledge is advocating 
selling of any water/sew-
er assets. I am interested 
in the discussion of pos-
sible options regarding 
contracting out of water/
sewer operations.”

VICTORVILLE—A 
San Bernardino County 
probation officer pepper-
sprayed a 13-year-old ju-
nior high school student 
on December 9 while 
morning classes were 
ongoing. 

The as-yet unidenti-
fied probation officer 
was on the campus at 
Hook Junior High on an 
unrelated matter when 

the school’s adminis-
trators and faculty re-
quested assistance with a 
student who had become 
highly agitated.

The request was made 
of the probation officer 
because a school re-
source officer was not 
available. 

The student, de-
scribed as 5-foot-11 and 
210 pounds, had been 

pulled out of class around 
10 a.m. for an undis-
closed disciplinary ac-
tion. The student was not 
on probation or subject 
in any way to the proba-
tion office’s authority. 
After deciding to send 
the student home, school 
administrators phoned 
his grandmother, the stu-
dent’s legal guardian, to 
inform her of the action 

being taken against her 
grandson and request she 
pick him up. She refused 
that request and did not 
answer subsequent calls 
made to her. 

In the meantime, the 
situation involving the 
student escalated, ac-
cording to school of-
ficials, involving the 
student punching a wall 
and hurling items. The 

sheriff’s department was 
summoned. Before dep-
uties arrived, the proba-
tion officer was drawn 
into the matter and a 
confrontation with the 
youth ensued. 

Fearing the student, 
who had grown confron-
tational, was about to be-
come physically combat-
ive, the probation officer 
pepper-sprayed him. The 

student became enraged 
and verbally threatened 
the officer with violence, 
upon which he was pep-
per-sprayed once more. 

Arriving sheriff’s 
deputies then handcuffed 
the youth and took him 
into custody at 10:44 
a.m.  He was booked into 
juvenile hall on charges 
of felony resisting as 
well as obstructing and 
delaying a peace officer.

H2O Privatization 
In Upland? from  
page 4
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tial reports that the city 
would put up $2 million 
toward the cost of the 
water treatment facil-
ity, according to Jesus 
Plasencia, Chino’s as-
sociate engineer,  “The 
financial contribution by 
each party, including the 
city, has not been deter-
mined as of yet because 
the agreement terms are 
still being negotiated by 
the three parties.”

Though the treatment 
facility will be located 
across the city limits in 
Ontario, it will be de-
voted entirely to serving 
properties within Chino 
and the city of Ontario 
is not participating in the 
project. 

“Ontario is not a par-
ty to the 3-party agree-

ment between the City 
of Chino, Lewis Operat-
ing Company, and LSCP 
(Lennar/Standard Pacif-
ic),” Plasencia said. “The 
proposed facility will 

provide water to cus-
tomers within the city 
of Chino's water service 
area, which includes but 
is not limited to The Pre-
serve and College Park.  

The City of Chino owns 
the approximately 13-
acre property, which is 
located at the southeast 
corner of Schaefer and 
Campus Avenue in On-

tario. This property was 
purchased for $572,592.”

The facility will be 
built in phases to match 
the demand for its treat-
ment capability.

“The first phase of 
facilities on the prop-
erty will have 3,500 gal-
lons per minute (gpm) 
of treatment capacity,” 
Plasencia said. “The ul-
timate estimated treat-
ment capacity at the 
property is currently 
planned to be 7,000 gpm. 
The ultimate build-out 
capacity of the Eastside 
Water Treatment Facility 
is intended to meet the 
water demand from both 
College Park and The 
Preserve.” 

Plasencia added, “The 
ultimate build-out date 
and cost for the Eastside 
Water Treatment Facil-
ity are unknown at this 
time. However, the first 
phase of the facilities is 
tentatively scheduled to 
be operational by Sum-
mer/Fall 2015.”

The city of Chino in-
tends to issue $11 million 
worth of bonds next year 
to undertake infrastruc-
ture and utility improve-
ments to facilitate fur-
ther progress on Lewis 
Operating Corporation’s 
The Preserve project. 

Lewis Operating 
Company, the successor 
to Lewis Homes, has an 
entitlement to build a to-
tal of 11,976 residential 
units within The Pre-
serve Specific Plan area, 
which consists largely of 
property that was for-
merly a part of the Chino 
Agricultural Preserve. 
Thus far, the city of 
Chino has granted occu-
pancies to approximately 

1,946 completed units in 
that subdivision, known 
as The Preserve.

In anticipation of 
Lewis Operating Com-
pany accelerating toward 
its developmental goals, 
the Chino City Council 
on November 19 voted 
unanimously to form a 
sixth improvement area 
in a community facilities 
district the city formed 
in 2004 to assist Lewis 
in paying for the infra-
structure and other im-
provements needed for 
residential construction 
to proceed. The com-
munity facilities district 
lies within the confines 
of  Kimball, Hellman, 
and Sultana avenues and 

Chino-Corona Road. 
The council voted to 

establish a special tax 
area at the southwest cor-
ner of Hellman and Kim-
ball avenues and south 
of Bickmore Avenue 
between Rincon Mead-
ows Avenue and Mill 
Creek Road. The next 
order of business will be 
taken care of at a hearing 
scheduled for January 7, 
2014 when the council 
will entertain issuing 
the $11 million in bonds 
to pay for the improve-
ments. Those bonds will 
be debt serviced by a tax 
to be levied upon future 
homeowners within the 
improvement area. 

The overarching dis-

trict, known as Commu-
nities Facilities District 
2003-3, has five previ-
ously established im-
provement areas. They 
have been utilized to 
issue bonds to defray 
the cost of constructing 
streets, a sewer system, 
curbs, gutters, a com-
munity center, a fire 
station, water and gas 
lines, street lights, land-
scaping, medians, parks, 
parkways and flood con-
trol facilities.

The city has agreed 
to reimburse Lewis 
$55,000 in out-of-pocket 
expenses the company 
bore in applying to form 
the new improvement 
area. 

area is a well-designed 
plan that will protect our 
residents, local economy, 
and our recreation com-
munity while allowing 
the military to maintain 
essential training op-
erations. I applaud Con-
gressman Cook for his 
leadership in the House 
of Representatives, Sen-
ator Dianne Feinstein for 
her support, and my fel-
low board colleagues for 
standing with them on 
this critical issue.”  

San Bernardino Coun-
ty Supervisor Robert 
Lovingood, whose First 
District also contains 
land impacted by the 
National Defense Autho-

rization Act, said, “This 
is a victory for everyone. 
The Marine Corps gets 
land for training while 
preserving off-roading 
areas and the economic 
impact of the King of the 
Hammers event.” 

Dave Cole, one of the 
founders of King of the 
Hammers, responded 
to the deal by saying, 
“While I am happy that 
we will be able to con-
tinue racing King of the 
Hammers in Johnson 
Valley, I am truly thank-
ful that we have pre-
served the ability of fu-
ture generations to enjoy 
this amazing area.” 

Robert Lombardo, 
the Mayor of Yucca Val-

ley said, “Saving a large 
portion of Johnson Val-
ley not only allows for 
recreation to continue, 
but it makes it safer for 
the residents who would 
have been located so 
close to the proposed 

training needs.” 
Mayor Dan Mintz of 

Twentynine Palms com-
mented, “I'm proud that 
the voices of our com-
munities were heard by 
our representatives in 

5-year effort by the Cali-
fornia Motorized Recre-
ation Council (CMRC) 
has demonstrated that it 
is possible to share land 
in order to accomplish 
military training goals 
and protect motorized 
recreation areas. If not 
for Congressman Cook’s 
leadership, this shared-
use agreement would not 
have been possible. As 
a result, Johnson Valley 
will soon be designated 
by Congress as the ‘John-
son Valley Off-Highway 
Vehicle Recreation Area’ 
managed by the Depart-USMC boundary. I am 

excited to have the posi-
tive economic impacts of 
the off-road community 
continue, while allowing 
the Marines to meet their 

Congress, and I'm thank-
ful that the Marines lis-
tened. We look forward 
to continuing our posi-
tive relationship with 
the Marines, while still 
being able to recreate 
safely. Off-roading has 
been a huge economic 
benefit to our city, and 
I'm thrilled that this deal 
will allow it to continue.” 

Fred Wiley, the 
President/CEO of the 
Off-Road Business As-
sociation (ORBA), also 
weighed in on the deal, 
“The off-highway mo-
torized recreation com-
munity considers this 
ground breaking legis-
lation a ‘win’ for both 
the OHV community 
and the US Marines. A 

ment of Interior.” 
The base expansion 

will reach to include 
88,130 acres once used 
exclusively for civilian 
off-roading. The Ma-
rines had originally cov-
eted 168,000 acres for 
use in simulated battle 
training that would allow 
a target to be set upon by 
three contingents origi-
nating at points beyond 
visual range. Under the 
act, the Marines will be 
allowed to utilize 56,000 
acres of land located in 
the Johnson Valley Off-
Highway Vehicle Recre-
ation Area for up to two 
months out of the year, 
during which time the 
public will be excluded 
from that land. 
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reading A Single Article, 
You Can Receive The Senti-
nel As Early As Wednesday 
Of Each Week. Email The 
Editor At SBCSentinel@ya-
hoo.com To Find Out How.
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Daggett 
from page 3

terminal of the twenty-
mule team run from 
Death Valley, but after 
the lynching of William 
Pitt, who was said to be 
a “swamper” who rode 
on the rear wagon to 
man the brake and do the 
cooking and cleaning on 
the trip, the Pacific Bo-
rax Company moved the 
terminal to Mojave. The 
two locomotives were 
stored away in Daggett 
for a while until 1913 
when Francis was taken 
to Ludlow, California to 
work on constructing the 
Death Valley Railroad.  
Marion was older and 
used on one of Smith's 
narrow gauge lines until 
it was cut up at the en-
gine shops.  

 M e a n w h i l e 
construction of the Los 
Angeles & Salt Lake 
(LA&SL) rail line (now 
Union Pacific) connect-
ed it with the Santa Fe 
at Daggett, opening on 

May 1, 1905.
 Giving Daggett 

a huge boost after 1913, 
the automobile was com-
ing into its own. The 
town served as a service 
stop along the very first 
alignment of Route 66, 
then a dirt road between 
the Colorado River and 
Daggett that accord-
ing to Hatheway was 
graded in 1911 by Sey-
mour Alf at the request 
of the San Bernardino 
County Board of Super-
visors. Hatheway sub-
mitted that if there were 
ever to be one identified 
as the “father” of Route 
66, it would be Seymour 
Alf as he, reportedly, 
single-handedly graded 
the original Route 66 
alignment in less than 6 
months.  

 What is known 
about Alf is that he 
founded a blacksmith 
shop in Daggett during 
the 1880s, but now that 
shop is in probate after 
the passing of Lawrence 
Alf, the last of three gen-
erations of Alfs in the 

town.  Also, according to 
Mark Muckenfuss (Press 
Enterprise 12-6-2013) 
Alf “oversaw not only 
the smith works, but the 
building of some of the 
20-mule-team wagons 
that hauled borax from 
local mines.  He also 
butchered and sold beef 
to the miners in Calico 

“Daggett Garage” (as 
seen on a ghost sign 
posted on the wall) also 
later served motorists on 
the National Old Trails 
Highway as well as 
Route 66.  

 Located on First 
Street in the commer-
cial district of historic 
Daggett, the antique 

a set of 8-foot-long bel-
lows, the original forge, 
an anvil, numerous 
homemade tools, can-
teens used by the borax 
teamsters, two hand-
powered coffee mills 
from 1882 and 1885 and 
the bell from the original 
Calico School.”  

 While on the 
scoping tour, Hathe-
way explained that 
when Route 66 was 
paved around 1926, the 
new alignment closely 
matched, paralleled or 
displaced the previous 
dirt road alignment con-
figurations adjacent to 
and/or paralleling the 
Santa Fe railroad, in-
cluding the road graded 
by Alf in 1911, the 1912 
“Santa Fe-Grand Can-
yon” road, and the 1916 
National Old Trails 
Highway.  In Daggett 
there are alignments on 
both sides of the rail-
road.   When Route 66 
was altered, new busi-
ness concerns emerged 
along the new alignment 
while old ones survived 

on local business accord-
ing to R. C. Bard in his 
1972 UCLA dissertation 
“Settlement Patterns of 
the Eastern Mojave Des-
ert.”

Hinckley noted that 
Kelly’s Café and a Shell 
gasoline station attest to 
the new Route 66 align-
ment through Daggett. 
Citing a 1925 guidebook 
by Fremont Rider, Matt 
C. Bischoff in his ac-
claimed book Life in the 
Past Lane:  The Route 
66 Experience (2005) 
reported that “in 1925 
Daggett had 112 resi-
dents and was known for 
its restaurant in a large 
barn catering to pass-
ing motorists…a visi-
tor information building 
was constructed around 
1926, in a unique archi-
tectural style, sure to 
catch the eye of pass-
ing motorists.” Pres-
ently, that visitor center 
stands today along with 
other remains on both 
new and old alignments 
in Daggett, attesting to 

to the north.”  Hinckley 
reports that Alf was one 
of the primary builders 
of the specially designed 
huge wagons built to 
“Death Valley-Mojave” 
specifications to handle 
excessively heavy loads 
from area silver mines; 
and that his shop, the 

equipment and “yard 
art” outside of Alf’s old 
blacksmith shop are still 
visible from the road. 
Muckenfuss reported a 
news story from 1980 
saying the horse-drawn 
wagons and a water cart 
were parked outside and 
that “the shop contained 

Historic Daggett today with the 1880s “Stone Ho-
tel” on the right and the Desert Market, opened 
in 1908 as Ryerson’s General Store, on the right.

Continued on Page  11
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offering.
On April 29, the Se-

curities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) al-
leged that fraud was 
committed by the city, 
the airport authority 
and Metzler, who fills 
the dual roles of assis-
tant city manager and 
executive director of the 
airport authority, when 
misrepresentations were 
made to the purchas-
ers of bonds, the pro-
ceeds from which were 
intended to assist in the 
development of South-
ern California Logistics 
Airport. Those misstate-
ments were made, the 
SEC alleges, specifically 
with regard to bonds is-
sued in April 2008.

The airport author-
ity was formed by the 
city of Victorville to fa-
cilitate the conversion of 
the former George Air 
Force Base, which was 
shuttered by the Depart-
ment of Defense in 1992, 
into a civilian airport. 
The Southern Califor-
nia Logistics Airport 
Authority, which has as 

its board of directors all 
five members of the Vic-
torville City Council, is-
sued bonds which were 
sold to investors to gen-
erate revenue to be used 
in making the base’s ci-
vilian use conversion.

Also charged in the 
SEC’s April complaint 
were  Kinsell, Newcomb 
& DeDios Inc., the un-
derwriter for the bond 
offerings; that com-
pany’s owner, Jeffrey 
Kinsell; and Kinsell, 
Newcomb and DeDios 
Inc.’s investment banker 
Janees Williams.

Lawyers for  Kinsell, 
Newcomb & DeDios 
and Jeffrey Kinsell and 
Williams filed answers 
to the SEC complaint in 
June.

Coordinating their fil-
ings on August 30, the 
law firm of Arent Fox, on 
behalf of the  city and the 
airport authority,  and 
the law firm of  Orrick, 
Herrington & Sutcliffe, 
on behalf of Metzler, 
sought to have the com-
plaint dismissed before  
filing their answers.  

The gist of that argu-
ment was that even if the 
hangar valuations were 
overstated, they were 
not material misrepre-

sentations by which the 
financing of the bonds 
in terms of the city’s and 
airport authority’s abil-
ity to continue to make 
payments to the bond-
holders was threatened. 
At no time did the ac-
tual debt service ratio 
between the bonds and 
the assets securing them 
fall below the SEC’s own 
standard of 1.25, Arent 
Fox maintains, exonerat-
ing the city and the air-
port authority.

Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe asserted that 
Metzler provided the 
correct hangar valuation 
information, twice, to 
KND before the bond is-
suance.

U.S. District Judge 
John A. Kronstadt on 
November 14 ruled that 
the combined defenses’ 
overall rationale for dis-
missing the case against 
the three defendants 
was “unpersuasive,” and 
that the bulk of the mat-
ter should go forward. 
The judge did, however, 
make a determination 
that the SEC has not yet 
presented any convinc-
ing evidence to show the 
defendants improperly 
gained from their alleged 
misconduct, which is the 

basis of the SEC’s prayer 
for disgorgement, a form 
of relief seeking restitu-
tion of ill-gotten profits 
from security law viola-
tors.

Fundamental to the 
SEC complaint is the 
allegation that the de-
fendants made misrepre-
sentations with regard to 
the value of four airport 
hangars that Victorville 

by which the financing 
of the bonds in terms of 
the city’s and airport au-
thority’s ability to con-
tinue to make payments 
to the bondholders was 
threatened.

The SEC complaint 
consists of nine claims 
for relief and one prayer 
for disgorgement. The 
authority is named in the 
first two claims for relief. 
Kinsell, Newcomb and 
DeDios [KND] is named 
in the third, fourth and 
eighth claims for relief. 
KND and Jeffrey Kin-
sell are named in the 
fifth and sixth claims for 
relief. Victorville, Jef-
frey Kinsell, Williams 
and Metzler are named 
in the seventh claim for 
relief.  Jeffrey Kinsell 
and Williams are named 
in the ninth claim for re-
lief.

In the prayer for dis-
gorgement, all the par-
ties are named.

“Given that the SEC 
has engaged in a three 
year investigation into 
this matter, its decision 
to present no allegations 
support[ing] of the re-
quest for disgorgement is 
significant and telling,” 
Kronstadt found in dis-
missing that portion of 

the case against Victor-
ville, the authority and 
Metzler.

The SEC has now ap-
pealed Kronstadt’s dis-
missal of the prayer for 
disgorgement. On De-
cember 10, Terree Bow-
ers of Arent Fox told the 
Sentinel that he intended 
to file a response to the 
SEC’s appeal “within the 
next two or three days.”

In its answer to the 
complaint, filed on De-
cember 9, Arent Fox 
lodges a first affirmative 
defense which main-
tains, “The complaint, 
and each of its causes of 
action, fails to state facts 
sufficient to constitute a 
cause of action.”

The city, the Southern 
California Logistics Air-
port Authority and Met-
zler are further demand-
ing a jury trial.

In earlier filings with 
the court, Arent Fox 
maintained that the SEC 
complaint lacks materi-
ality in that the city and 
the airport authority did 
not overvalue the han-
gars beyond a point that 
threatened the integrity 
of the investor’s bonds 
and that the SEC was 

Continued on Page 11

Victorville Answers 
SEC Complaint from 
front page 

referenced in its official 
statement for an April 
2008 bond offering. The 
value of all four hangars 
was listed at $65 million. 
The county assessor lat-
er valued the hangars at 
$27.7 million. The SEC 
alleges that the author-
ity used the inflated esti-
mated values to mislead 
bond investors.

Arent Fox maintains 
that even if the hangar 
valuations were overstat-
ed, they were not mate-
rial misrepresentations 

Terree Bowers
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports 
are reproduced in 
their original format 
as authored by de-
partment personnel.

Coroner case #701308985 – On 12/10/2013 at 12:38 AM the body of a 21 year old Hispanic male was found with traumatic injuries in an open field at Palm Av-
enue and Bailey Forest Road in San Bernardino. The San Bernardino Police Department Homicide Detail is investigating this incident.  Anyone with information is 
encouraged to contact the SBPD at (909) 384-5742 or WeTip at 800-78 CRIME. [12112013 0946 SY]

Coroner case #701308991 –   On 12/10/2013 at 8:20 AM Jennifer Elliott, a 39 year old resident of Hesperia, was the driver and sole occupant of a 2005 Nissan 
Sentra eastbound Main Street in Hesperia. 200 feet west of 5th Street the Nissan rear-ended a stopped tractor-trailer.  Elliott was pronounced dead at scene. [12112013 
0858 SY]

Coroner case #701308983 – On 12/09/2013 at about 9:20 pm the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Yucca Valley Station attempted to stop a 1994 Toyota Camry 
for vehicle code violation in Yucca Valley. The vehicle, occupied by the 55 year old female driver, failed to yield. On Twentynine Palms Highway west of Hess Bou-
levard in Morongo Valley the vehicle struck a concrete divider and overturned. The driver was pronounced dead at the scene. The name of the driver will be released 
following notification of next of kin. The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department is investigating the incident. [12102013 1600 SY]

Coroner case #701308942 – On 12/08/2013, at around 7:40 AM, passersby found 57-year-old Thomas Wayne Scholes, a Rialto transient, dead in in the 2200 block 
or Donald Avenue in San Bernardino from an apparent assault.  San Bernardino Police department is investigating. 

The Coroner Division of the San Bernardino Sheriff's Department requests that anyone with information regarding family for Thomas Scholes contact the Coro-
ner Division.  Scholes was 5'-09" tall and weighed about 160 pounds. He had short grey hair and blue eyes.  He was a transient in Rialto and West San Bernardino 
for the past 14 years.  He had one tattoo on his leftt upper arm of "Turbo."  Scholes might have been originally from the Alhambra area. [120813 1645 TC]

Coroner case #701308934 – On 12/08/2013, at 3:20 AM, Officers from the Rialto Police Department responded to a 911 call of “shots fired” in the 300 block of 
North Riverside Avenue. When they arrived they found a 45 year-old Hispanic male on the sidewalk with trauma to the upper torso. Paramedics transported him to 
Arrowhead Regional Medical Center where he succumbed to his injuries and was pronounced dead at 3:56 AM. The Rialto Police Department's Homicide Unit is 
investigating. The name will be updated as soon as next of kin is notified. [120813 1645 TC] Name Released: Jesus Villalpando Sandoval, a 48 year old resident of 
Rialto [12112013 0909 SY]

Coroner case #701308931 – On 12/8/2013, at 02:30 AM, the officers with the San Bernardino Police Department were flagged down by a citizen in reference to 
an unresponsive person in a vehicle at the Chevron Gas station located at 4304 E. Highland Ave in Highland. Sixty year-old Jack Carl Green, of Lake Arrowhead 
was later pronounced dead on scene. The San Bernardino Police Department is investigating the incident. The name will be released when notification is made to 
the next of kin. [120813 0710 TC]

Coroner Case #701308930 – On 12/07/2013, at 10:35 PM, Officers from the San Bernardino Police Department heard shots fired in the 500 block of W. Evans St., 
in San Bernardino. When they arrived they found 18 year-old Kameron Patterson of San Bernardino, prone on the sidewalk with trauma to the upper torso. Para-
medics transported him to St. Bernardine Medical Center where he succumbed to his injuries and was pronoucned dead. The San Bernardino Police Department's 
Homicide Unit is investigating. [120813 0625 EM]

Coroner Case #701308910 – On 12/7/2013 at 12:01 AM, a 53 year old white male adult from Rialto was struck by a passing vehicle near the 500 block of Foothill Blvd in 
Rialto. The Rialto Fire Department paramedics pronounced him dead at the scene. The Rialto Police Department is investigating the incident. The name will be released 

pending notification to 
the next of kin. [120713 
0440 EM]

 
Coroner case 

#701308846 – On 
12/04/2013, at 3:04 PM, 9 
year old Ashley Gardner, 
of Rancho Cucamonga, 
was struck by a large 
pick-up truck while 
walking in a marked 
crosswalk on East Av-
enue and Banyan Street 
in the city of Rancho Cu-
camonga. Gardner was 
pronounced deceased 
at a local hosital at 3:46 
PM. The San Bernardino 
County Sheriff Depart-
ment is investigating this 
traffic fatality. [120513 
0145 TC] 
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The Least Chipmunk
County Wildlife CornerSubscribe to 

the Sentinel
Never miss an issue. Read it weekly from the 
comfort of your own home.

Ordering your one year email subscription is 
quick and easy.

Send a check or money order for $30.00 pay-
able to the Sentinel, to:  10808 Foothill Blvd., 
Suite 160-446, Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91730. Include your name, city of resi-
dence, phone number and email address.

This time of year re-
minds us of the 1958 
animated musical celeb-
rities, Alvin and his chip-
munk brothers Simon 
and Theodore, singing 
a Christmas Song while 
their adoptive human fa-

ther, Dave, screams "AL-
VIN!" as the mischie-
vous chipmunk gets into 
trouble.  Let us introduce 
you to the inspiration be-
hind these anthropomor-
phic characters......

Tamias minimus, the 
Least Chipmunk, is a 
quite beautiful creature, 
and the most widespread 
species in North Ameri-
ca. They have three dark 
lines with white in be-
tween along their face 
and five narrow black 
stripes with brown edges 
and white in between 
along their back. They 
are grey and reddish-
brown on the sides and 

greyish white on their 
underparts. Their tail is 
orange-brown.  Though 
the Least Chipmunk 
can live in mountains 
up to 10,500 feet, they 
may also be found liv-

ing far out 
in the vast 
expanse of 
sagebrush.

C h i p -
m u n k s 
are small 
g r o u n d -
d w e l l i n g 
s q u i r r e l s .  
F a m i l i a r 
to camp-
ers and 
picnickers, 

they dwell mostly in the 
mountains.  Although 
they eat many sorts of 
nuts, seeds, berries, 
grasses, fungi, snails and 
insects, they may also 
consume small birds and 
mammals.

The chipmunk draws 
from a stash of food in a 
winter burrow during hi-
bernation periods.  These 
diurnal rodents have in-
ternal cheek pouches in 
which they carry food.  
Their nest may be un-
derground, in stumps, 
under logs, brush or rock 
piles, or in an abandoned 
woodpecker hole high in 
a dead tree. Least Chip-

munks prefer forest edg-
es and open tree stands, 
but can take refuge in 
residential yards beneath 
woodpiles or outbuild-
ings.

Under an ounce in 
weight, and under 8 inch-
es in length, this resilient 
rodent is an adept climb-
er and can scurry away in 
a heartbeat!  Most mat-
ing occurs in April and 
litter size ranges from 2 
to 6 young.  During six 
weeks of training, the 

o f f s p r i n g 
learn life-
saving tech-
niques like: 
how to build 
a burrow; 
where and 
what food 
is available; 
how to pro-
vide for win-
ter; and how 
to escape 
p r e d a t o r s 
like hawks, 
owls, fox, 
bobcat, snakes and do-
mestic animals.

Visual communica-
tion and specific vocal 
sounds signal threats, 
protection of territory 
and mating calls. Forag-
ing for food and carrying 
supplies back and forth 
to the nest, as well as 

burying nuts and seeds 
make their value impor-
tant to the ecosystem 
with seed and pollen dis-
persal. 

At Wildhaven Ranch, 
chipmunks are prolific 
and entertain us dai-
ly with their barking, 
chirping and gymnastic 
antics.  They remind us 
how even the "least" can 
be the "most" in any life 
cycle!

Wildhaven Ranch is a 

wildlife sanctuary in the 
San Bernardino Moun-
tains specializing in edu-
cating the public about 
wildlife in our ecosys-
tem. Visit them at www.
wildhavenranch.org or 
call for tours at (909) 
337-7389.

delaying an examina-
tion of that issue. “[T]
he SEC’s opposition at-
tempts to shift the battle-
ground, arguing that the 
court ‘need not’ consider 
it now, or that the basic 
arithmetic supporting it 
requires a ‘complicated 
calculus’ of ‘19 pages 
of complex math,’ as if 
to suggest that it is too 
hard to understand,” the 
defense brief filed this 
summer states. “Both of 
these premises are false. 
The court should—in-
deed, it must—decide 
whether the facts alleged 
by the SEC satisfy its 
burden to demonstrate 
materiality in the com-
plaint. And it must con-
sider the calculations, 
because that is the only 
way to determine wheth-
er the SEC’s allegations 
indeed state a claim. In 
short, the court is both 
legally and intellectually 
capable of determining 
whether the SEC’s com-
plaint adequately alleges 
materiality. The deter-
mination is possible and 
proper at this stage in the 
case.”

The material mis-
representations which 
the SEC alleges are the 
linchpin of the case, de-
fense attorneys maintain. 
Thus, the SEC’s inability 
to demonstrate material 
misrepresentations were 
made to the bond buyers 
undermines the entire 
case against the city and 
the authority, those at-
torneys argue.

According to the 
SEC’s complaint, by 
April 2008, the airport 
authority was forced to 
refinance part of the debt 
incurred to construct 
the hangars and other 
projects by issuing addi-
tional bonds. “The prin-

cipal amount of the new 
bond issue was partly 
based on Metzler, Wil-
liams, and Kinsell using 
a $65 million valuation 
for the airplane hangars 
even though they knew 
the county assessor val-
ued the hangars at less 
than half that amount,” 
according to Elaine C. 
Greenberg, chief of the 
SEC’s Municipal Securi-
ties and Public Pensions 
Unit. “The inflated fig-
ure allowed the airport 
authority to issue sub-
stantially more bonds 
and raise more money 
than it otherwise would 
have. It also meant that 
investors were given 
false information about 
the value of the security 
available to repay them.”

SEC investigators 
say that Jeffrey Kinsell, 
KND, and another of his 
companies misappropri-
ated more than $2.7 mil-
lion in bond proceeds 
that were supposed to 
be used to build airplane 
hangars for the airport 
authority.

Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe’s James Kram-
er told Kronstadt that 
responsibility for any 
misrepresentations with 
regard to the value of 
the assets securing the 
bonds fell to the bond 
underwriters. “Metzler 
provided the correct in-
formation to KND in 
March and April 2008,” 
Kramer said in present-
ing a timeline of the 
bond offering.

Kramer took issue 
with Metzler having 
been included in the case 
at all. According to Or-
rick, Herrington & Sut-
cliffe, “the SEC itself 
alleges that Mr.  Met-
zler provided the correct 
hangar valuation infor-
mation, twice, to KND. 
In light of this admitted 
fact, the SEC’s theory of 
recklessness boils down 

to the notion that Mr. 
Metzler engaged in ‘an 
extreme departure from 
the standards of ordinary 
care’ by, in essence, not 
assuming that KND ig-
nored the updated valu-
ation and failed to pass 
it along to the [bond 
marketing] consultant 
and by not taking it upon 
himself to check KND’s, 
and the consultant’s, 

math. This is not a plau-
sible theory of reckless-
ness, and the SEC points 
to no case on such facts 
that says it is. The SEC 
now tries to distance it-
self from its own allega-
tions by claiming that it 
is ‘meaningless’ that Mr. 
Metzler, on two sepa-
rate occasions before the 
April 2008 bond issu-
ance, provided accurate 

Victorville Answers 
SEC Complaint from  
page 9 

abandonment of prop-
erty and giving the place 
a ghostly appearance. 

True to its historic sig-
nificance as told by John 
Steinbeck in The Grapes 
of Wrath, the 1940 drama 

film based upon the book 
and directed by John 
Ford was filmed on loca-
tion at the original 1930s 
agricultural inspection 
station in Daggett.  In 
the book, the Joad fam-
ily lost its farm in Okla-
homa during the Great 
Depression of the 1930s, 
and left for the “prom-
ised land” in California.  

After crossing the desert 
in the night on Route 66, 
their truck was stopped 
for a routine agricultural 
inspection and they were 
almost turned back.  Ac-
cording to Hatheway, the 
original 1930s station 
made famous in the film 
was replaced but he did 
guide the tour group to 
the 1950s agricultural 

inspection station, which 
though now abandoned, 
may still be viewed along 
Route 66 in Daggett.     

 Bischoff asserts 
that a café operated by 
Marie Millet to serve the 
inspectors at the station 
ceased operation in 1947 
and at that point Daggett 
declined rapidly, “the 
town becoming but a 
shadow of its former 
bustling self.”   Citing a 
1946 guidebook by Jack 
D. Rittenhouse, Bischoff 
said that in 1947 there 
were a few old store 
buildings, two trailer 
camps, cafes, a garage 
and several gas stations.  
Construction of Inter-
state 40 commenced in 
the 1960s and according 
to Hatheway, by 1961 
Daggett was “bypassed, 

Daggett 
from page 8

updated hangar values to 
KND.

 According to the 
SEC, Metzler “did not 
provide this information 
to the consultant, which 
he knew needed that in-
formation to calculate 
the important tax incre-
ment.”

Continued on Page 12



Friday, December 13, 2013 Page 12San Bernardino County Sentinel

California Style
Men At Work

By Grace Bernal

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 

Read the
Sentinel 

On The World Wide Web!                                                                                         
  To visit our blog, simply type 

http://sbsentinel.com/ into your 
URL box and hit enter.  You can 
view the Sentinel, read individual 
articles, offer comments and search 
our archives from the convenience 
of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or 

iPhone.

withered and almost fell 
off the tourist map.”  

Had it not been for 
the various solar en-
ergy projects installed 
in Daggett beginning in 
1982, the heyday years 
of Route 66 sustaining 
Daggett as a going con-
cern would have seen 
the same decline as ex-
perienced in Essex with 
its drastic deterioration 

in the last thirty years.  
On November 25, 2009, 
however, the Solar Two 
tower was demolished 
and leveled by Southern 
California Edison.  It ap-
pears that this loss had 
an impact upon Daggett, 
which had a population 
of 1,000 in 2003, but has 
since dropped to about 
200 according to an 
anonymous source.

Daggett is truly the 
iconic ghost town of 
Route 66 with numerous 
standing historic struc-

tures remaining from the 
turn-of-the-twentieth-
century through Route 
66’s climax in the 1960s.   

To access Daggett, 
you cannot drive Route 
66 all the way from 
Barstow since the Ma-
rine Corps has secured 
within its cordoned base 
a portion of the route 
between the two towns.    
Instead, take the I-40 off 
ramp at the Daggett exit 
and turn north to find the 
east/west alignments of 
Route 66 parallel to and 
on both sides of the rail-

road tracks.  
The 1880s Alf black-

smith shop/Daggett 
Garage and Stone Ho-
tel, where Death Valley 
Scotty and Wyatt Earp 
are reported to have 
stayed, the Desert Mar-
ket opened in 1908 as 
Ryerson’s General Store, 
the 1926 Visitor Center, 
the 1950s inspection sta-
tion, and several now 
closed cafes, service sta-
tions and stores provide 
a spectrum of historic 
structures through time; 
they stand as delightful 
irreplaceable treasures 
of Daggett though seem-
ingly in disrepair.  Un-
fortunately fire, time, a 
robbery in 2004 of the 
collection at the local 
historical museum, and 
the recent earthquakes 
centering near Land-
ers and Hector Mine 
have claimed a number 
of historic structures in 
Daggett including the 
old railroad depot.   The 
depletion of these de-
teriorating roadside at-
tractions is a loss of our 
county’s heritage and 
diminishes the value of 

Route 66 for tourism and 
revenue generated from 
visitor purchases.  

The Bureau of Land 
Management and the 
California Historic 
Route 66 Association in 
conjunction with other 
stakeholders are partner-
ing in the preparation of 
a Corridor Management 
Plan (CMP) for the por-
tion of Route 66 in the 
desert between Barstow 
and Needles.  It is the 
intent to use the plan as 
supporting documenta-
tion leading to a desig-
nation of Route 66 as 

a National Scenic By-
way along with possible 
grants and federal fund-
ing for enhancement of 
key and significant his-
toric structures within 
a designated Route 66 
corridor.  Present and 
future generations would 
benefit from the public’s 
support of the CMP ef-
fort now.  

Reach Ruth Musser-
Lopez at Office@Riv-
erAHA.com  760/885-
9374.  

It has a been a cold 
week along with holi-
day color. The weather is 
definitely changing and 
people are beginning to 
bundle up in layers of 
clothes. Style is intact 
today, thanks to the cre-
ative people out there. 
California has always at-

tracted imagination from 
all over. Today it is the 
young men who are get-

new style of dress and 
it's very different and 
has nothing to do with 

tradition. These kids are 
experimenting with in-
teresting fabrics, styles, 
and shapes. It’s pretty 

awesome to see men get 
creative and bring some-

thing new to the table. It’s 
looking creatively great 
for men this holiday sea-
son, and men seem to be 
the thing of the moment. 
What better way to tell it 
like it is than with fash-
ion. This year is ending 
in a unique fashion and 
2014 is starting to look 
creative. Have fun boys!

“I see that the fashion 
wears out more apparel 
than the man.”

William Shakespeare 

ting creative with fash-
ion. These young men 
are ahead of the game. 
They are discovering a 

Daggett 
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