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Sheriff McMahon Was Highest Paid County Politician In California 

Bob Conaway

Attorney Doggedly Pursuing Challenge To Traffic Camera Citations

Tenet Pact With Hi-Desert 
Hospital Will Requre Vote

John McMahon 

Bob Blough, the for-
mer general manager 
of the San Bernardino 
County Public Employ-
ees Association, is rely-
ing upon the doctrine of 
unclean hands in his re-
sponse to a lawsuit alleg-
ing he misappropriated 
or embezzled hundreds 
of thousands of dollars 
when he was in charge of 
the union’s operations.

In a ten-page response 
to the association's suit, 
Blough denies the mis-
appropriation and em-
bezzlement allegations. 

He is countersuing, seek-
ing $520,000 in general 
damages, compensation 
for the cost of litigation, 
and punitive damages.

 In the summer of 
2013, Blough abruptly 
parted ways with the 
San Bernardino Public 
Employees Association, 
which represents and 
handles collective bar-
gaining for over 11,000 
employees working for 
San Bernardino County 
and 3,000 others work-
ing for 16 of the coun-
ty’s cities – Barstow, 

Big Bear, Chino, Chino 
Hills, Colton, Fontana, 
Hesperia, Loma Linda, 
Montclair, Needles, On-
tario, Rancho Cucamon-
ga, Redlands, Rialto, San 
Bernardino, and Upland, 
as well as three cities in 
east Los Angeles Coun-
ty, Claremont, Pomona 
and West Covina, and 
Banning in Riverside 
County.

Publicly, that develop-
ment remained shrouded 
in some degree of mys-
tery for more than 14 
months, though See P 2

JOSHUA TREE— 
Voters in the Morongo 
Basin will exercise 
the ultimate word over 
whether Tenet Health-
care will move in as the 
operational and manage-
ment partner within all 
of the Hi-Desert Memo-
rial Healthcare District ‘s 
facilities, which include 
the Hi-Desert Medical 
Center and Continuing 
Care Center.

On December 3 
the Hi-Desert Memo-
rial Healthcare District 
Board voted to begin ne-

gotiations with regard to 
entering into an affiliate 
relationship with Dal-
las, Texas-based Tenet 
Healthcare. The board 
voted 5-0 in favor of Te-
net, a $4.2 billion com-
pany, which has a work-
ing relationship with 81 
hospitals nationwide, 
over 200 outpatient cen-
ters and 36,000 physi-
cians. 

Hi-Desert Medical 
Center and the Hi-Des-
ert Memorial Healthcare 
District in general have 
e x p e r i e n c e d 

YUCCA VALLEY 
—Advocates for the 
availability of medical 
marijuana in the town of 
Yucca Valley have effec-
tively overrun the town 
council’s procedural 
blockade of local mari-
juana clinics by getting 
the requisite number of 
voter signatures on a pe-
tition to direct the town 
council to adopt a new 
code allowing dispensa-
ries or otherwise put the 
matter to the ballot. 

An initiative calling 
for the town to allow two 
marijuana dispensaries 
to operate in the 20,700 
population municipality 
was signed by more than 
1,900 of the town’s reg-
istered voters. Of those 
signatures, 1,873 signa-
tures were determined 
by the San Bernardino 
County Register of Vot-
ers Office to be valid, 
and that number of sig-
natures was roughly 400 
more than was needed by 

the petitioners to force 
the town council to act. 

Town Clerk Lesley 
Copeland said she is 
now purposed to put the 
petition before the town 
council for certification 
at its next meeting on 
Jan. 20, 2015.

Unless the council can 
cite some reason for not 
certifying the petition 
- and there does not ap-
pear to be any such le-
gal grounds available 
to the council - it must 

either adopt the initia-
tive language calling 
for the granting of two 
dispensary permits into 
the town code without 
changes within 10 days 
or call for a report on 
how the new rules would 
affect the town or sched-
ule a special election in 
which voters would be 
given a straight up-or-
down vote on whether to 
approve the initiative.

The Alliance for Safe 
Access of Yucca Valley, 

led by Jason Elsasser, 
began circulating the 
petition this summer. 
The petition calls for the 
city to permit the open-
ing and operation of one 
medical marijuana clinic 
per 10,000 residents liv-
ing in the town under a 
set of rules governing 
hours when the dispen-
saries can be operated 
and within zones outside 
the proximity of church-
es and schools.

Elsasser and 

San Bernardino Coun-
ty Sheriff John McMa-
hon was the highest-paid 
county elected official in 
California in 2013, ac-
cording to state control-
ler John Chiang. During 
his first full year in office 
as sheriff, McMahon re-
ceived a total compensa-
tion package of well over 
half of a million dollars. 

According to Chi-
ang, McMahon received 
$363,986 in total wages 
in 2013, which included 

$225,499 in regular pay, 
a $121,579 lump-sum 

for cashed-out leave 
time following his ap-
pointment in Decem-
ber 2012, and another 
$16,908, described as 
“other pay,” which cov-
ered his car allowance 
and cell phone usage. 
In addition to his salary, 
McMahon was provided 
with another $170,780 
in retirement and health 
benefits, which included 
a $114,812 defined ben-
efit plan, a $11,215 re-
tirement contribution, 

$31,804 in deferred com-
pensation and $12,949 
provided for health/den-
tal/vision coverage. 

McMahon’s total com-
pensation surpassed 
that of then-Los Ange-
les County Sheriff Lee 
Baca, the state’s second-
highest paid elected 
county official in 2013, 
with $347,786 in total 
wages and more than 
$140,000 in benefits that 
pushed his total compen-
sation package to rough-

ly $490,000.
The controlling factor 

that rocketed McMahon 
to the top of the field 
among the state’s elected 
county officials was the 
$121,579 lump sum for 
cashed-out leave time 
he received. The lump 
sum was for vacation, 
holiday and sick time he 
had accumulated before 
he assumed the sheriff’s 
position. As an elected 
official, a sheriff is not 
permitted to 

SAN BERNARDINO 
—Depending on your 
perspective, the city of 
San Bernardino’s first 
place position in a na-
tionwide internet voting 
contest that has a stretch 

of  E Street being recog-
nized as typifying  the 
“best urban street trans-
formation”  nationwide 
in 2014 is either a vindi-
cation of the sbX project 
or a further indication of 
how desperate its sup-
porters are to justify an 
indefensible squander-
ing of taxpayer money.

The sbX bus line was 
the offspring of the San 
Bernardino County 
Transportation Agency, 
the cities of Loma Linda 
and San Bernardino, and 
Omnitrans, all of which 
cooperated to create an 
interurrban high speed 
transportation service. 

The $192 million proj-
ect was originally in-
tended to run 15.7 miles 
from near the Veterans 
Administration Hos-
pital in Loma Linda to 
just north of Cal State 
San Bernardino, the sbX 
line features 60-foot 
long articulated buses 
that use clean-burning 
compressed natural gas 
as fuel. Each bus on the 
route was to touch down 
at just five stops between 
its starting points/end 
destinations and com-
plete its run in just under 
25 minutes, rivaling or 
actually bettering what 
a commuter utilizing a 
car typically encounters 
over the same span uti-
lizing the freeway dur-
ing the morning or eve-
ning rush hour.

Like the unconven-
tional capitalization and 
spelling used in its ac-
ronym – sbX stands for 
San Bernardino Express 
– the route embodies un-
usual features See P 7

A legal challenge to 
the legality and constitu-
tionality of Victorville’s 
red light camera system 
- and by extension to all 
such programs through-
out California - is enter-
ing a crucial stage after 
surviving a welter of ef-
forts by the city to have 
the case dismissed.

 Last week, Bob Con-
away, the attorney in the 
proposed class action 
suit which has not yet 

been certified on behalf 
of three clients sought to 
convince the Fourth Ap-
pellate District Court in 
Santa Ana to allow him 
to move on to the discov-
ery phase of the case to 
allow him to gather evi-
dence from the system’s 
operators and Victorville 
to show the video images 
captured on the cameras 
are not always authentic 
and or reliable. 

Conaway's clients 

originally filed the 
case in San Bernardino 
County Superior Court 
in February 2012, nam-
ing the City of Victor-
ville and Australian-
based Redflex Traffic 
Camera Systems, which 
has a corporate office 
for the United States in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

Filed in Victorville 
Superior Court  on Feb-
ruary 14, 2012 on behalf 
of lead clients Carole 

Jaquez, Michael Curran, 
John Macias and who re-

ceived red-light tickets 
issued as a consequence 
of the  Redflex Traffic 
Systems camera devices 
mounted in Victorville, 
the suit propounded that 
in order for a peace of-
ficer to issue a citation 
for a misdemeanor or 
infraction, the offense 
must occur in that offi-
cer’s presence. Remov-
ing that requirement, as 
does the arrangement in 
Victor vi l le, 
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Established December 2008Blough Responds To 
Suit from  front page

there were unconfirmed 
reports in the immediate 
aftermath of his depar-
ture that Blough was un-
der investigation by the 
San Bernardino County 
District Attorney’s Of-
fice for some form of un-
disclosed wrongdoing.

On October 17, 2014, 
a civil action was filed 
against Blough in San 
Bernardino County Su-
perior Court on behalf 
of the San Bernardino 
Public Employees As-
sociation (SBPEA) by 
attorneys Dennis Hayes 
and Michelle Hribar of 
the San Diego-based law 
firm of Hayes & Cun-
ningham. 

According to the 
lawsuit, “In 2013 SB-
PEA hired new auditors 
Ahern Adcock Devlin 
LLP. In June 2013, dur-
ing its audit of SBPEA, 
Ahern Adcock Devlin 
discovered that there 
was a large disparity in 
the amount of SBPEA’s 
recorded cash receipts 
and the amount of de-
posits made to SBPEA’s 
bank account at Security 
Bank of California.  The 
amount of SBPEA’s re-
corded cash receipts ap-
peared to far exceed the 

amount of cash deposits 
that had been made.”

The lawsuit continues, 
“Ahern Adcock Devlin 
asked Blough to provide 
the keys to SBPEA’s safe, 
where presumably cash 
making up the differ-
ence between SBPEA’s 
cash receipts and cash 
deposits would be lo-
cated. Blough reluctantly 
provided Ahern Adcock 
Devlin with the key to 
SBPEA’s safe. Upon re-
view of the cash in SB-
PEA’s safe, Ahern Ad-
cock Devlin found only 
approximately $40,000 
in cash, which was far 
less than the amount of 
cash received by SBPEA 
that was not deposited 
in SBPEA’s bank ac-
count. SBPEA imme-
diately placed Blough 
on administrative leave 
without pay and shortly 
thereafter, terminated 
Bough’s employment. 
SBPEA also terminat-
ed from employment 
Blough’s assistant, Jean-
nie Marquez.”

The association under-
took a more extensive 
investigation of the mat-
ter after Blough had de-
parted, according to the 
lawsuit.

“SBPEA then hired 
Ahern Adcock Devlin 
to perform an audit of 

SBPEA’s records for the 
time period from July 1, 
2011 through June 30, 
2013, in order to assist 
SBPEA with its inves-
tigation of Blough and 
Marquez,” the lawsuit 
states. “On October 1, 
2014, Devlin provided 
the final results of its 
audit to SBPEA.  Ahern 
Adcock Devlin’s au-
dit revealed that be-
tween July 1, 2011 and 
June 30, 2013, a total of 
$595,444.82 in cash re-
ceived by SBPEA was 
missing because it was 
never deposited into SB-
PEA’s bank account and 
was not in SBPEA’s safe. 
SBPEA is informed and 
believes and based there-
on alleges that Blough 
misappropriated, con-
verted, and embezzled 
cash in the amount of 
$595,444.82 from SB-
PEA.”

In addition, according 
to the lawsuit, there were 
other financial irregular-
ities that occurred dur-
ing Blough’s tenure as 
general manager.

“Ahern Adcock Dev-
lin’s audit also revealed 
that during the time 
frame of July 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2013, 
there were numerous 
charges on SBPEA’s 
credit cards, including 

those held in Blough’s 
name, which appeared to 
be personal-in-nature,” 
the suit states. “The 
purchases appearing to 
be personal-in-nature 
amount to $108,345.14. 
SBPEA is informed and 
believes and based there-
on alleges that in addi-
tion to the $595,444.82 
in cash, Blough also 
misappropriated, con-
verted, and embezzled 
$109,345.14 of SBPEA’s 
funds by using SBPEA’s 
credit cards in order to 
pay for his own personal 
expenses.”

According to the suit, 
there were other ques-
tionable credit card ex-
penses by Blough for 
storage units, tools, pa-
per, grills and other sup-
plies, which had no sup-
porting documentation 
available.

According to the suit, 
“Blough intentionally 
concealed his misap-
propriation, conversion 
and embezzlement of 
funds from SBPEA’s ex-
ecutive committee and 
members. SBPEA is in-
formed and believes and 
based thereon alleges 
that Blough falsified and 
altered SBPEA’s records 
in order to conceal his 
misappropriation, con-
version, and embezzle-

ment of funds from the 
SBPEA executive com-
mittee and members.”

The district attorney’s 
office, which has been 
said to be investigating 
the financial issues at 

the association for more 
than 16 months now and 
which was given a full 
copy of Ahern Adcock 
Devlin extensive foren-
sic audit more than two 
months ago, has yet to 
file criminal charges 
against Blough or Mar-
quez.

The lack of action on 
the part of the district 
attorney’s office is an 
indicator that adequate 
evidence to prove that 
Blough is in possession 
of the money he is al-
leged in the lawsuit to 
have embezzled has not 
been turned up. Another 
indicator is that Blough 
is representing himself 
in response to the law-
suit against him and has 
not retained counsel. 
According to the law-
suit and San Bernardino 
Public Employees As-
sociation President Ron 
Dunn, during Blough’s 
tenure as general man-
ager “unaccounted for 
money” was “misappro-
priated by Mr. Blough.”  
Neither Dunn nor cur-
rent SBPEA  General 
Manager Deidre Rodri-
guez nor Hayes nor Hri-
bar would comment on 
Blough’s present lack of 
financial resources.

In his November 20 
response, Blough de-
nied he misappropri-
ated or embezzled funds 
from the San Bernardino 
Public Employees As-
sociation while he was 
employed there. Rather, 

Continued on Page 3
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Alliance Forces Yuc-
ca Valley Council To 
Put Medical Mari-
juana Issue On Ballot 
from front page 

As I embark on my topic this week, I must remind 
myself to be very circumspect as to how I go about 
writing down what I am thinking. There has been 
considerable talk over the last fortnight about the 
moving picture “The Interview” and the reaction it 
has provoked across the Pacific in North Korea and 
the series of counterreactions that has spawned... 

So there is no misunderstanding, let me state for 
the benefit of those who do not know me what ev-
eryone who knows me does not need to be told: I am 
an avowed anti-communist. I am indeed, a capitalist 
of the first order. I am in no mood to share what is 
mine with anyone else. And though I appreciate the 
thought, I am in need of no handouts from the gov-
ernment, s'il vous plaît, as I can, I assure you, take 
care of myself on my own... 

Moreover, the leader of North Korea, Kim Jong-un 
appears to me to be quite a laughable fellow in his 
own right. He needs no lampooning as he is already 
a joke unto himself. A rather sad and pathetic joke, 
as he is the leader of a country of some 25 million 
people, over whom he has complete and utter sway, 
including the power of life and death. That he holds 
such sway, I find personally very offensive...

I, of course have not seen “The Interview” but am 
given to believe that it is a farce that celebrates the 
farcical cult of personality that is Kim Jong-un and 
takes as its plot a farce-laden mission by two young 
Americans tasked by the CIA or some such other se-
cretive U.S. agency to assassinate the North Korean 
leader...

It seems Kim Jong-un took umbrage at the advance 
reports of this entirely fictional celluloid scenario 
and he unleashed some of his own technical resourc-
es to attack the computer systems of Sony Pictures, 
the production company responsible for the creation 
and distribution of “The Interview,” wreaking may-
hem along the way by revealing, with the help of the 
U.S. media to whom many confidential Sony memos 
were provided, a number of embarrassing exchanges 
relating to Sony Pictures’ producers, directors, stars 
and starlets....

This outraged and alarmed many Americans, in-
cluding elements of the U.S. Government, who had 
perhaps underestimated the technical savvy of what 
is understandably considered to be a backward, al-
most Third World country. That hacking episode was 
accompanied by threats, emanating from no less of a 
source than Kim Jong-un himself of further reprisals 
upon the United States, including, it sounded like, 
terroristic acts of violence against any moviegoers in 
the United States who chose to attend screenings of 
“The Interview” at their local theaters...

Amid the outrage over this threat, some theater 
chains and owners, concerned about their liability if 
the North Korean leader made good on any of those 
threats, voiced reluctance or refusal to run the movie 
at their venues. In reaction, Sony, at least initially, 
cancelled the intended Christmas Day release date 
for “The Interview.”  Then, three days before Christ-
mas, some entity the U.S. media widely insinuated 
was an arm of the U.S. Government shut down North 
Korea’s access to the Internet. As it turned out, at 
least a few intrepid theater owners braved whatever 
it is that North Korean agents have in store for us 
and actually ran the movie, through some special ar-
rangement with Sony, on Christmas Day...

I am not privy to what is being said about the United 
States in North Korea, but I am frightfully aware of 
what has been said about Kim Jong-un and Korea in 
the U.S. over the last two weeks.  All order of invec-
tive has been hurled the dictator’s way. His reaction 

the Alliance undertook 
their effort after the clo-
sure of another clinic, 
which had gotten its 
operating charter from 
the city by applying for 
a business license as an 
‘herbal shop.”

Upon town officials 
learning that the enter-
prise was a dispensary, 
they initiated efforts to 
close it but were met by 
the owner’s threat of liti-
gation. The town and the 
clinic owner arrived at 
an agreement by which 
the owner was able to 
remain in business for a 
specified period. Before 
that deadline elapsed, 
the operation proved lu-
crative enough for the 
owner to reach his finan-

cial goals and he volun-
tarily closed. 

Advocates for the 
availability of medical 
marijuana say that there 
is considerable demand 
for medical marijuana 
in Yucca Valley and that 
the town council, by its 
efforts to prevent the op-
eration of dispensaries in 
town is forcing custom-
ers to purchase the prod-
uct from criminals sell-
ing it illegally or travel to 
other cities where clinics 
are permitted and where 
those municipalities 
have tapped into the tax 
revenue available from 
the sales. 

The demand for mari-
juana will remain wheth-
er the town facilitates 
local availability or not, 
and the city should take 
advantage of the poten-
tial tax revenue such op-
erations present, advo-
cates of the dispensaries 
say.

Those opposed to the 
cannabis clubs say those 
favoring them are a mi-
nority and a referendum 
will end with the ban on 
them being sustained. 

Town officials were left 
calculating the prospect 
for approval if a referen-
dum is held.  The coun-
cil, which has earlier 
displayed its opposition 
to allowing the clinics to 
operate, is conscious of 
the $30,000 to $40,000 
cost of holding the elec-
tion. Requiring an elec-
tion would merely cost 
the town money if a ma-

jority of the voters sup-
port the ballot measure. 
Thus, simply adopting 
the initiative language 
might be attractive to 
some of the council 
members. Spending the 
money to hold the elec-
tion makes sense, from 
their standpoint, only if 
the voters reject the ini-
tiative. Seeking a report 
would potentially delay 
the matter.    

California Cannabis 
Coalition Director Ran-
dy Welty, who in addi-
tion to owning and op-
erating marijuana clinics 
also owns adult busi-
nesses in several loca-
tions in and outside San 
Bernardino County, may 
have changed the com-
plexion of the council’s 
decision. He has offered 
to have the California 
Cannabis Coalition foot 
the bill for the election if 
the council decides to go 
that route.

Forum... Or Against ‘em
Observations from a 
Decidedly Continental 
Perspective 

By Count Friedrich 
von Olsen 

Haggen Food & Phar-
macy has moved to ac-
quire a number of Al-
bertsons and Safeway 
stores in Southern Cali-
fornia, including at least 
three on thee west end of 
San Bernardino County. 

In recent years, Alb-
ertsons has fallen into 
a vicious spiral, raising 
prices and thereby driv-
ing away customers, 
which has led to further 
raising of prices. Leaner 
and hungrier competi-
tors such as El Super, 
Cardenas, Ranch King, 
WinCo and Food For 
Less have picked up 
business in the mean-
time. 

Haggen Food & Phar-
macy now operates ex-
clusively in the Pacific 
Northwest. This week, 
however, it announced it 
has made arrangements 
to acquire Albertsons 
and Safeway stores in 
Washington, Oregon, 
Nevada, Arizona and 

California. Haggen will 
eventually take over 146 
Albertsons and Safeway 
stores, 83 of them in Cal-
ifornia. 

The transition will 
come in stages. During 
the initial stage, which 
will come about in 2015, 
the Vons in Chino Hills 
at 4200 Chino Hills 
Parkway, the Albertsons 
in Rancho Cucamonga at 
8850 Foothill Boulevard 
and the Albertsons in 
Upland at 1910 N. Cam-
pus Avenue will become 
Haggen Food & Pharma-
cies. Safeway currently 
runs Vons stores.

The Haggen chain was 
founded at the height 
of the Depression in 
1933 by  Ben Haggen, 
Dorothy Haggen and 
Dorothy’s brother Doug 
Clark in Bellingham, 
Washington. Haggen 
has grown to become 
Washington’s sixth larg-
est company, operating 
18 stores in Washington 

and Oregon and employ-
ing 2,000. Haggen oper-
ates 16 pharmacies and 
will pick up 106 more.

Through the Alber-
stons-Safeway deal, 
Haggen will increase its 
market share eight times. 
The company’s payroll 
will grow to 10,000 by 
the completion of the 
takeover deal. 

According to Hag-
gen, it is committed to 
supporting local farms, 
slaughterhouses and 
other food and product 
sources. 

Haggen’s pricing is 
roughly in line with that 
offered by Safeway. .

Haggen is closely as-
sociated with another 
Washington-based com-
pany, Starbucks, becom-
ing, in 1989,  the first 
grocery store chain to 
include in-house Star-
bucks.

Haggen has engaged 
in some innovative mar-
keting schemes in the 

past, such as operating 
24 hours per day begin-
ning in 1984. It aban-
doned that angle at most 
locations in 2010. 

Haggen stores feature 
a bakery, deli and butch-
er. 

The company had 
grown to 31 stores with 
revenue of $884 million 
in 2008, but was blind-
sided by the economic 
downturn, seeing its rev-
enue dip by $144 million 
the next year. Weakened 
by trying to keep its en-
tire operation intact,  the 
Haggen family in 2011 
lost majority ownership 
of their stores to a pri-
vate investment firm, 
Comvest Partners.

Convest then em-
barked on a three-year 
conflation plan, closing 
thirteen of the compa-
ny’s poorest performing 
stores.

Washington Grocer Buying Out Albertsons, Vons

he suggested the associ-
ation had itself engaged 
in improper conduct and 
is now seeking to scape-
goat him. The lawsuit, 
which seeks the return of 
the missing money and 
interest on it as well as 
attorney fees and puni-
tive damages, is merit-
less, Blough maintains. 
The association has 
“unclean hands,” he as-
serted. 
In tort law, the doctrine 
of unclean hands holds 
that one party in a law-
suit, either a plaintiff or 
defendant, cannot ob-
tain a judgment against 
the other party, either a 
defendant or a plaintiff, 
if the other has also en-
gaged in wrongful, ille-
gal or unethical behav-
ior. 
Blough said the asso-
ciation was complicit in 

any action it had alleged 
against him and that it 
was equally responsible 
for any loss or disap-
pearance of money in 
that it had failed to ad-
dress any outstanding 
circumstance related 
to the disappearance of 
the funds and had not 
taken any timely action 
to “mitigate and lessen 
damages.”

Read all 
about the intrigue 

in the
San Bernardino 
County political 

scene at 
iepolitics.com 

on the worldwide 
web. 
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Sheriff Pulls Down 
Top Pay  from front 
page 

falling revenues and 
continuous budget short-
falls over the last several 
year. In response, the 
board hired Jon Spees, 
the senior vice president 
of the Camden Group to 
serve as a consultant to 
map out a strategy for 
achieving economic sta-
bility while continuing 

Justice Department to be 
kickbacks in 2003 when 
three Tenet employees 
were criminally charged 
with delivering illegal 
inducements to doctors. 
Ultimately, the govern-
ment dropped that case. 

Robert Tyk, the hos-
pital’s chief operating 
officer, dismissed those 
questions as ones that 
were irrelevant to the 
hospital and district’s 
precarious financial state 
and long term solvency. 

Financial problems 
are going to continue, 

Tyk said, and if an af-
filiation partner is not 
brought in, the hospi-
tal most likely will be 
forced to close in a few 
years.  The district was 
$4,765,135 million in the 
red in the last fiscal year, 
he said, and does not 
have the wherewithal on 
its own to turn its bleak 
financial circumstance 
around.  

Tyk said that Tenet 
Healthcare has guaran-
teed the payment of $2 
million a year to the dis-
trict for 30 years as part 
of a lease and operation 
arrangement, and the 
provision of $17 million 
toward capital improve-
ments, another $10 mil-
lion toward revamping 
the hospital’s computer 
and digital system and 
$5 million for physician 
recruitment, all within 
the first three years of its 
partnership. 

The partnership with 
Tenet will further as-
sist the medical center 
in garnering an infusion 
of up to $26.3 million in 
federal Quality Assur-
ance Funds within two 
years. 

Pursuant to the hos-
pital board’s December 
3 vote, Tyk said nego-
tiations are now ongoing 
to put the partnership 
agreement terms into a 
draft form. That agree-
ment ultimately will 
come before voters in the 
district in May or June as 
a mail-in ballot. A sim-
ple majority vote would 
actuate the partnership. 

to provide adequate and 
comprehensive care for 
patients in Twentynine 
Palms, Joshua Tree, Yuc-
ca Valley and Morongo 
Valley, including the hir-
ing of more medical care 
specialists. Spees’ rec-
ommendation was that 
the hospital enter into a 
partnership with a large 
corporation that pos-
sesses the resources to 
help Hi-Desert Memo-
rial achieve its goals. 

After soliciting let-
ters of intent from health 
care provision entities 

with regard to a potential 
working relationship, 
the district received re-
sponses from Strategic 
Global Management and 
Tenet Healthcare.

A previous article in 
the Sentinel may have 
left readers with the im-
pression that the deal 
with Tenet has been con-
clusively closed. In ac-
tuality, the board’s vote 
cleared the way for ne-
gotiations with Tenet to 
begin in earnest. 

At the December 8 
meeting of the Morongo 

Basin Municipal Adviso-
ry Council at the Joshua 
Tree Community Center, 
some basin residents ex-
pressed concern about 
the haste with which 
the district was mov-
ing in affiliating itself 
with Tenet. There were 
questions about reliabil-
ity of the company, the 
amount of profit it would 
realize in its operation 
and questions about its 
corporate practices, in-
cluding the provision of 
incentives, which were 
interpreted by the U.S. 

Tenet Healthcare 
Partnership With 
Hi-Desert Medical 
Center Will Require 
Voter Approval 
 from front page 

maintain leave balances. 
McMahon fared par-

ticularly well in 2013 
in that San Bernardino 
County ranks as 23rd out 
of the state’s 58 coun-
ties in terms of pay and 
benefits provided to em-
ployees. San Bernardino 
County, which employs 
21,985, paid them an av-
erage of $48,997 in total 
wages in 2013 and pro-
vided them with another 
$20,321 in retirement 
and health benefits on 
average. The state aver-
age on per employee pay 
was $58,521 and $22,546 
in benefits. 

District Attorney Mike 
Ramos was the fifth 
highest-paid district at-
torney in the state, bring-
ing down $259,451 in 
total wages, which does 
not include benefits.

That was par for the 
course, as San Ber-
nardino County is the 
fifth largest county in 
the state. Four of San 
Bernardino County’s su-
pervisors, none of whom 
was identified by name, 
received salaries that 
ranged from $168,000 
to $173,000, which was 
more than all other su-
pervisors in California 
except their counterparts 
in Los Angeles. A fifth 
San Bernardino County 
supervisor earned about 
$163,000.

McMahon was ap-
pointed to the sheriff’s 
position in late 2012 and, 
running as an unelected 
incumbent for sheriff 
this year, was elected to 
a four-year term in his 
own right. While the in-
flated salary and benefits 
he received in 2013 was 
shocking to some, there 
were many other pub-
lic employees in Cali-

fornia who were paid 
more. McMahon was 
the highest paid elected 
county official, but nine 
unelected county offi-
cials throughout the state 
earned more. And some 
state of California em-
ployees were extremely 
well paid.

The UCLA football 
coach was the highest 
paid state employee in 
California at $2,639,609. 
The UC Berkeley foot-
ball coach was paid $2.3 
million. In addition, the 
chief investment officer 
for the California  Pub-
lic Employees’ Retire-
ment System was paid 
$784,616; the senior in-
vestment officer for the 
California Public Em-
ployees’ Retirement Sys-
tem received $598,983; 
another senior invest-
ment officer for the Cali-
fornia  Public Employ-
ees’ Retirement System 
received $592,887; the 

president and CEO of 
the State Compensation 
Insurance Fund received 

$587,675; a senior 
psychiatrist supervisor 
with the state earned 
$580,776; a staff psy-
chiatrist with the state 
earned $546,116; and an-
other senior investment 
officer with the Cali-

fornia Public Employ-
ees’ Retirement System 
earned $541,540.

Chiang released the 
update to his database on 
December 15, 2014, add-
ing the 2013 data. 

He said it was his in-
tent to provide “the pub-
lic with a broader picture 
of public compensation. 

California must not only 
restore public confidence 
that their governments 
are responsive and ac-
countable, but provide 
the necessary informa-
tion and tools to empow-
er citizen participation in 
civic decision-making,” 
Chiang said.

(951) 274-9798 (P)
  (951)  274-9036 (F)
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Marie Michell

By Mark Gutglueck
The Women Air-

force Service Pilots 

of ferrying military air-
craft both from the fac-
tories where they were 

en applied to join the 
WASP, but only 1,830 
were accepted and took 
the oath. Only 1,074 of 
them passed the train-
ing and joined, receiv-
ing commercial pilot 
certification in the pro-
cess. They were trained 
to fly  using Army Air 
corps standards by the 
U.S. Army Air Forces 
in a four-month military 
flight training course at 
Avenger Field in Sweet-
water, Texas.  

Thirty-eight WASPs 
died in service to their 
country. 

One of those was Ma-
rie Michell.

Born on May 23, 
1924, in Detroit, Michi-
gan, Marie Michell 
joined the WASP in late 
1943 when she was  19. 
She already had her pri-
vate pilots license when 
she reported to Avenger 
Field. She graduated  on 
March 13, 1944 in Class 
44-W-2. .

She was initially as-
signed to the Fifth Ferry-
ing Group at Love Field 
in Dallas, Texas. The 
Fifth Ferrying Group 
was part of the Air 
Transport Command. 
While with the Fifth, 
Michell flew all order 
of military planes from 
their factories to various 
bases around the Conti-
nental United States. 

She was later trans-
ferred to  Victorville 
Army Air Field , later re-
named George Air Force 
Base in what is today 
Victorville. 

Regulations prohib-

ited WASPs from being 
married. Nevertheless, 
secretly in August or 
September 1944, Marie 
Michel married a U.S. 
Army Air Corps flight 
surgeon, Major Hampton 
C. Robinson. 

On October 2, 1944, 
Michell Robinson re-
ported to replace another 
WASP pilot on what was 
in official log books de-
scribed as a "day transi-
tion" training  mission. 
In the B-25D Mitchell 
bomber  with her were 
First Lieutenant George 
Danilo Rosado from San 
Diego, a twenty-seven 
–year Army Air Corps 
pilot with  two sons, and 
Staff Sergeant Gordon 
L. Walker, also married  
with a two-year-old son. 
Rosado was the pilot; 
Michell was the copilot; 
Walker was acting as the 
crew chief, whose task 

local time with Rosado, 
who had 1,521.5 flight 
hours to his credit, at the 
controls.

Two other aircraft, 
Bell-P-39 were in the air 
during that approximate 
time. One of the P-39 pi-
lots, Second Lieutenant 
Lawrence A. Beishel, 
reported that he saw the 
B-25D stall and then 
enter a spin from which 
there was insufficient 
altitude to recover.  The 
centrifugal force from 
the spin would have pre-
vented any of the crew 
from ejecting. Lieuten-
ant Beishel  reported  he 
could see no parachutes 
emerge from the plane, 
which crashed into the 
desert floor roughly 25 
miles west of Victorville 
Army Air Force Station 
at 1:30 p.m.., and burst 
into flames. 

The army board look-

from which there was 
insufficient altitude to 
recover.  Who was actu-
ally flying the craft at the 
time of the fatal plunge 
could not be conclu-
sively determined. The  
North American Avia-
tion Corporation flight 
manual for the B-25 
gravely warns pilots that 
the aircraft should not 
be intentionally entered 
into a spin under any cir-
cumstance. 

Unlike Army Air 
Corps pilots, WASPs 

(WASPs), also known 
as the Women's Flying 
Training Detachment 
(WFTD) and the Wom-
en's Auxiliary Ferrying 
Squadron(WAFS) 

were the pioneering 
organizations of civil-
ian female pilots first 
organized in September 
1942 and, employed to 
fly military aircraft un-
der the direction of the 
United States Army Air 
Forces during World 
War II. The WFTD and 
WAFS were merged on 
August 5, 1943, to create 
the paramilitary WASP 
organization.

Their contribution to 
the war effort consisted 

produced to military 
bases and in some cases 
from military bases to 
other military bases, 
thus freeing up Army 
Air Corps pilots for com-
bat duty.  WASPs did not 
receive combat training 
and did not fly in com-
bat roles. Records do 
not reflect that they ever 
served overseas, though 
one WASP who lived 
in Southern California 
in the 1980s claimed 
she had ferried planes 
to Greenland.  Between 
September 1942 and De-
cember 1944, the WASPs 
delivered 12,650 aircraft 
of 78 different types.

Some 25,000 wom-

would be to lower the 
landing gear in the case 
of a hydraulic failure. 

The plane took to the 
air in clear weather from 
Victorville Army Air 
Force Station at 1:15 p.m. 

ing into the crash made 
a finding that the pilot, 
assumed at that point to 
have been Rosado, had 
permitted the B-25D, 
serial number #41-30114 
to stall and enter a spin 

were considered civil 
service employees and 
did not receive military 
benefits. Because they 
were not considered 
military under the exist-
ing guidelines, a fallen 
WASP was sent home at 
family expense without 
traditional military hon-
ors or note of heroism. 
The army would not al-
low the U.S. flag to be 
placed on the coffin of 
the fallen WASP. Major 
Robinson was granted 
leave to accompany his 
wife’s body home to 
Flint, Michigan, where 
her remains were in-
terred.

Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
Marie Michell

Marie Michell in 
her flight attire

B-25

to “The Interview” has 
been cited as yet further 
proof of how unsuited 
he is to be seated at the 
pinnacle of governance 
in his country. And the 
anger at him has been 
extended toward Sony 
executives and theater 
owners for what is essen-
tially deemed cowardice 
and a craven willingness 
to abandon the Ameri-
can principle of artistic 
license and freedom of 
thought, expression and 
speech in the face of 
the Korean reaction and 
threats...

Lost in all of this, 
it seems to me, is our 
sense of decorum, pro-
portionality and, yes, 
decency. The problem 

is not on the east side of 
the Pacific, we reason, 
but on the west side of 
the Pacific, at the top 
half of the Korean Pen-
insula. As Americans, 
native and naturalized, 
we figure it is not along 
the boulevards or in the 
theater houses of Main 
Street USA where this 
brouhaha originated but 
in the palace in Pyong-
yang. This international 
incident did not come 
about because of the cre-
ative fancy of our movie 
makers or the license 
the studio heads gave 
them but because of Kim 
Jong-un’s inability to 
take a joke in the spirit in 
which it was intended...

No matter how funny 
some of us may find 
them, some jokes are 
simply inappropriate. I 

would suggest that even 
a short one or two line 
joke about murdering a 
head of state is inappro-
priate. When that two 
line joke is transformed 
into an 110-minute mov-
ing picture presentation 
that costs $40 million 
to produce and which 
will be seen by 100 mil-
lion Americans and at 
least 50 million citizens 
of other nations all over 
the globe, I would say it 
has gone beyond merely 
being inappropriate to 
being, well, an interna-
tional incident with po-
tentially grave implica-
tions...

In 1865, in 1881, in 
1901 and in 1963 assas-
sins succeeded in kill-
ing four U.S. presidents. 
In 1933, in 1950, 1975 
and in 1981, assassins 

attempted and failed to 
kill four U.S. presidents, 
coming very close each 
time. This is not some-
thing we Americans, na-
tive or naturalized, find 
to be funny or worthy of 
farce...

 By extension, it should 
be easily understood 
why the citizens of an-
other country, no matter 
how backward we per-
ceive that country to be, 
would find objectionable 
making jokes about the 
killing of their ultimate 
political leader...

I am all for free speech 
and artistic license. I can 
imagine a movie script, 
for example, in which 
the current president is 
represented as a simplis-
tic, platitude-mouthing 
moron of the lowest po-
litical instinct who has 

demeaned the White 
House by transform-
ing its living room into 
a basketball court and 
engaging in every other 
stereotypically ethnic 
behavior imaginable, 
while promoting all or-
der of unworthy and un-
qualified personages to 
head the important min-
istries of government, 
who proceed to break 
the national treasury 
through a series of wel-
fare agency giveaways 
to the teeming masses 
of Democrats who voted 
him into office in the first 
place. The plot would re-
volve around the resolve 
of some patriotic duck 
hunters from Louisiana 
to take matters into their 
own hands by embarking 
on a zany and fun-filled 
series of hijinx-prone ca-

pers ultimately intended 
to dispatch the occupant 
of the executive man-
sion. Somehow, I don’t 
think that script would 
ever be transformed into 
an actual Hollywood 
production...

And that is the point. 
Some things are in such 
poor taste that they are 
not worthy of being vali-
dated by our celebration 
of freedom of expres-
sion, and by a $40 mil-
lion show of faith by stu-
dio executives...

 Lest someone point 
out my own hypocrisy 
before I do, I will ac-
knowledge now that 
probably at some point, 
I will order up a copy of 
“The Interview” and sit 
down to view it in the 

Continued on Page 9

The Count
from page three
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Suit Tests Red Light 
Camera Tickets from 
front page 

 
Giving Up On Grossman Prosecution, Upland Does Not Amend Criminal Complaint

Continued on Page 9

violates the California 
Penal Code, according to 
Conaway. Declarations 
for the red-light camera 
citations from the Red-
flex system issued in 
Victorville are certified 
under “information and 
belief,” which the law-
suit maintains is akin to 
hearsay, not a police of-
ficer’s personal knowl-
edge.

The officer(s) who is-
sued Jaquez, Curran and 
Macias their citations  
did not contemporane-
ously witness the alleged 
red light violations, ren-
dering the tickets they 
received invalid, accord-
ing to Conaway. In ad-
dition, according to the 
lawsuit, the proofs of 
service was signed by a 
Redflex computer opera-
tor and was bulk mailed, 
further rendering the 
tickets invalid.

Utilizing a computer 
controlled camera to ini-
tiate and carry out the ci-
tation process, Conaway 
asserts, deprives defen-
dants of the opportunity 
to confront their accuser 
in court, a guarantee 
granted all citizens under 
the Bill of Rights. Be-
yond the Constitutional 
issue, Conaway contends 
Australia-based  Redflex 
violated the California 
Business and Profes-
sions Code Sec. 17200 
by engaging in unfair 
business practices that 
unjustly enriched the 
company. Moreover, ac-
cording to Conaway, 
Redflex should be held 
accountable under the 
product liability doctrine 
because of the flaws in 
the design and operation 
of its system.

The suit sought $9 
million in damages and 
more in punitive damag-
es for the roughly 5,000 
motorists impacted by 
the system.

That case was removed 
to federal court where 
the Redflex defendant 

was able to convince a 
federal trial court that 
California's so-called 
anti-Slapp statute pre-
vented the action from 
proceeding. SLAPP is 
an acronym for strategic 
lawsuit against public 
participation. In its anti-
SLAPP motion the city 
claimed Redflex was ex-
ercising its first amend-
ment commercial speech 
rights by taking pictures 
and selling the images to 
the city. The federal trial 
court indicated it would 
remand the case to State 
Court for the handling 
of the remaining claims 
against the city. 

.After the case was re-
manded, the action filed 
on February of 2012 was 
dismissed without preju-
dice and refiled in State 
Court making further al-
legations under 42 USC 
1983 of the federal civil 
rights act and under a 
declaratory relief count 
that the Victorville sys-
tem, which relies upon 
strobes to operate, was 
illegal under the Califor-
nia and federal Manual 
on Uniform Traffic Con-
trol Devices and that the 
due process  rights of 
the plaintiffs and those 
similarly situated were 
violated by the way the 
citations were being pro-
cessed. 

Conaway argued that 
the prosecutions were 
handled by unsworn 
peace officers with no 
personal knowledge of 
the offense having been 
committed, that the cita-
tions were served by a 
private corporation and 
not the citing entity, the 
confrontation right was 
being violated by there 
being no one actually 
observing the offense 
who could be cross ex-
amined and the so-called 
evidence was otherwise 
inadmissible on hear-
say and foundational 
grounds.  The trial court 
in the second case dis-
missed the case on the 
contention that none of 
the plaintiffs had stand-
ing to sue.

After the second case 
was briefed, the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court 
handed down its decision 
in People v Goldsmith, 
another automated traf-
fic light citation case in 
California, which the 
Court of Appeal asked 
for further briefing on.

.In that briefing Con-
away's clients contended 
that Redflex edits and 
processes data in a back-
room, compiles secret 
software whose reliabil-
ity can't be challenged  
in infraction trials due 
to Redflex and the city 
claiming it to be propri-
etary information and a 
trade secret that they do 
not have to (or want to) 
disclose.

In addition, Conaway 
argued that the city was 
able to change the dura-
tion of its yellow signals 
to increase citation vol-
ume.  With regard to the 
integrity of the evidence 
the city and Redflex 
have been relying upon 
to make cases against 
defendants, Conaway as-
serted in his brief dated 
December 9 , “The photo 
is not just taken and re-
trieved. It is a product of  
three pieces of identified 
software. Is the image 
which is being shown 
the same as was creat-
ed? That is not a trivial 
distinction considering 
what is known about the 
non-man-caused failures 
of software being used.” 

In the brief, he also 
raised questions about 
possible problems re-
lated to degrading soft-
ware, image compres-
sion, image warping 
[which can change loca-
tion of objects like cars 
in an intersection] and 
data corruption.

On behalf of his cli-
ents, Conaway also 
noted Redflex relies on 
the Window XP operat-
ing system, which is no 
longer supported by its 
creator, Microsoft, and 
is therefore vulnerable 
to outside manipulation, 
hacking, viruses and 

breakdown.“Windows 
XP data corruption can 
occur when the buffers 
in the computer get over-
run,” Conaway wrote, 
and he noted that the 
”data loss can occur with 
Windows XP even when 
attempting to reinstall, 
repair or upgrade.” 

Assumptions are being 
made about the reliabil-
ity and accuracy of the 
system that Redflex and 
the city have in place, 
Conaway asserted, but 
those assumptions have 
not been tested. He said 
the discovery he is re-
questing would allow 
such tests and verifica-
tions of the system’s ac-
curacy to be carried out. 
Not allowing that veri-
fication to be made, he 
said, would entail a vio-
lation of the due process 
right & equal protection 

rights of those cited and 
adjudicated guilty un-
der the red light camera 
system. He said such 
reliability verification 
and standards have been 
recognized by the courts 
and other branches of the 
government in similar 
and different contexts. 

“Courts have com-
pared computer anima-
tions to classic forms 
of demonstrative evi-
dence such as charts or 
evidence that illustrates 
expert testimony,” Con-
away’s brief states. The 
Supreme Court, he said, 
has required judges “to 
make a preliminary find-
ing on reliability and that 
analysis effectively mir-
rors federal due process 
and confrontation claus-
es set out in appellants’ 
opening brief.”

One major issue to ex-

plore in discovery, Con-
away said, is the editing 
that is done with the vid-
eo images and whether 
exculpatory evidence 
is edited out. “Editing 
is such a problem and 
so difficult to detect the 
United States Postal In-
spector commissioned 
Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty’s Applied Physics Lab 
to write software to de-
tect editing,” Conaway 
wrote.

Under the way Red-
flex and Victorville have 
been operating their 
camera and citation sys-
tem, Conaway said, the 
“burden of proof is re-
versed” such that guilt 
is presumed. That ap-
proach is compounded 
by the inability of those 
cited to examine and 
bring into question the 

The criminal case 
the city of Upland had 
pursued against attor-
ney Marc Grossman was 
closed out with absolute 
finality on December 22 
when San Bernardino 
Superior Court Judge 
Gerard Brown dismissed 
the case in the interest of 
justice. 

On August 6, the 
city cited Grossman, the 

proprietor of a law firm 
which employs eight 
attorneys and twelve 
support staff including 
paralegals, investigators 
and clerical workers op-
erating out of an office 
he owns located at 100 
North Euclid Avenue, 
for not having a business 
license on display for a 
second hand store/pawn 
shop he was running 

out of a second building 
he owns in Upland, this 
one located at 525 North 
Central Avenue. Rather 
than pursuing the case 
as an infraction, the city 
ratcheted the matter up 
to the status of a misde-
meanor, citing him for 
two separate violations 
of the business and pro-
fessions code in addition 
to the city citation for not 

having an Upland busi-
ness permit.

The business and pro-
fessions code charges 
were within the county 
district attorney’s pros-
ecutorial province. After 
examining the facts in 
the case, the district at-
torney declined to pro-
ceed against Grossman.

 The city then used 
its municipal prosecu-

tor, Dan Peelman, to 
initiate a prosecution of 
Grossman on the busi-
ness permit matter, filing 
criminal charges against 
him in West Valley Su-
perior Court in Rancho 
Cucamonga. Grossman’s 
attorney, Michael Vol-
landt, filed a demurrer 
motion with regard to 
the charge, challenging 
both the legal and factu-

al sufficiency of criminal 
charges. If a court grants 
a demurrer motion in to-
tal, the charges are dis-
missed. 

With respect to the 
charges against Gross-
man, Volandt was able to 
demonstrate that Gross-
man and the individual 
running the second hand 

Continued on Page  8
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such as a dedicated lane 
for more than a third of 
the route that has been 
fashioned from what 
were once street medi-
ans. And each sbX bus 
driver has been given 
virtual command of the 
traffic lights encoun-
tered along the route so 
that the busses will rare-
ly if ever encounter a red 
light.

But compromises from 
the original plan were 
made in which the num-
ber of busses that were 
to cover the route each 
hour dayling hour - three 
to six - were reduced 
and the number of stops 
along the route were 
increased to 13, push-
ing the duration of each 
excursion from 24 to 41 
minutes. 

That 41 minute dura-
tion still compares favor-
ably with the 65 minutes 
that Omniitrans - the lo-
cal mass transit provider 
- previously provided 
with its busses along the 
same route. Neverthe-
less, critics have been 
vociferous in their ob-
jection to the expense of 
the news system that has 

only marginally more 
ridership than the previ-
ous bus service. And sbX 
was widely opposed by 
many of the businesses 
along its route running 
along Hospitality Lane 
and then up E Street 
through the southern 
portion of San Bernardi-
no because of the nega-
tive impact they antici-
pated the project would 
have on commerce. 

Part of the negative 
imposition of the proj-
ect that was anticipated 
indeed played out. This 
imposition consists of 
the elimination of the 
turn lanes along Hospi-
tality Lane and E Street, 
such that motorists are 
now unable to make 
left turns and are now 
obliged to continue fur-
ther down the street to 
make a U-turn where 
that is possible and then 
retrack back to access  
businesses, including 
many of the restaurants 
in that area. The owners 
of several once-thriving 
businesses located along 
the route, including Am-
mons Diamond & Coin 
Gallery, Burger Mania, 
Pride Envelopes and 
Barber Shop 215, saw 
patronage of their busi-
nesses diminish. Some 
closed. 

Some critics of the sbX 

system have inveighed 
against it on the basis of 
the traffic hazard repre-
sented by the buses trav-
eling at speeds in excess 
of the speed limit for 
passenger vehicles along 
the same span of road-
way.

Omnitrans, the pub-
lic transit agency serv-
ing the San Bernardino 
Valley which operates 
the sbX line, and SAN-
BAG, the county trans-
portation agency which 
acted as the lead agency 
in obtaining $75 million 
in federal funding which 
was applied toward the 
$192 million project, 
hailed the line as a major 
leap forward for belea-
guered San Bernardino, 
which declared munici-
pal bankruptcy in 2012.

Omnitrans and SAN-
BAG officials are hope-
ful that bus ridership 
along the 15.7 mile route 
will increase signifi-
cantly over the next sev-
eral years, demonstrat-
ing the gamble all of the 
participants took in the 
effort toward moderniz-
ing public transportation 
option was one that will 
pay off.

With the end of an ur-
ban monitoring website’s 
competition over the se-
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Grossman Prosecu-
tion Falls Flat
from page six

    Coroner Case #701409626  On December 24, 2014, at 5:52 P.M., Victor Noe Santana, a 21 year old resident of Sugarloaf, was driving west bound on State Hwy 38 
just south of State Ln., in Big Bear City, in a 2001 red Ford Mustang.  The vehicle left the highway for unknown reasons and struck a tree.  Santana was pronounced 
dead at the scene.  The California Highway Patrol is investigating. [12252014 1340 SC]

   REQUEST FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE: Coroner case #701409404   On December 16th at 3:18 p.m., 78 year-old Apple Valley resident James Edward Crouse 
died at the scene of a structure fire in the 18000 block of Symeron Road in Apple Valley. The fire is under investigation of the Apple Valley Fire Protection District 
(AVFD) and San Bernardino Sheriff Department (SBSD) – Bomb/Arson Investigators. The San Bernardino Sheriff Coroner Division is searching for next-of-kin. 
Anyone with information that will assist in locating Mr. Crouse's family is encouraged to call (909) 387-2978 and speak with a Deputy Coroner Investigator. [121914 
1352 SY] 

    Coroner case #701409431     On Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 7:55 PM,  78 year-old Apple Valley resident John David Kelley died as a result of injuries 
incurred in a traffic collision on December 10, 2014 at 8:20 PM in the area of Bear Valley Road and Kiowa Road in Apple Valley. Mr. Kelley had been in a vehicle 
that struck a semi-truck that was parked on Bear Valley Road. Initially, Mr. Kelley was transported to Saint Mary Medical Center. Later, he was transferred to Loma 
Linda Medical Center for a higher level of care. The San Bernardino County Sheriff Department, Major Accident Investigation Team is investigating the incident. 
[121814 0849 SY] Correction: Mr. Kelley was a resident of Lucerne Valley [121914 1145 SY] 

    Coroner case # 701409352     On December 14, 2014, at 7:55 PM, a 22 year-old female was walking on the outer roadway of Bear Valley Road and Mohawk in 
Apple Valley when she was struck by a vehicle. She was transported to a hospital where she died from her injuries at 10:04 PM. The name of the decedent will be 
released when she has been positively identified. The San Bernardino Sheriff Department is investigating the collision. [121514 0245 TC] Name corrected:  Jillian 
Marie Dean, a 22 year old resident of Apple Valley [121614 1506 SY]

San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

store/pawn shop at 525 
Central Avenue, Romie 
Singh, had previously 
secured an Upland busi-
ness license for the es-

tablishment and that in 
February 2014, the li-
cense for this year was 
renewed and paid for. 
The city had not for-
warded the license to 
the business, thus pre-
venting Grossman and 
Singh from being able to 

display the 2014 business 
license on the premises. 

Apprised of these 
circumstances in the de-
murrer, Judge Brown on 
December 12 dismissed 
the city’s case against 
Grossman,but gave Peel-
man and the city leave 

to amend the criminal 
complaint within ten 
days. Brown scheduled 
an arraignment date of 
December 22 on those 
amended charges on the 
prospect that the city 
would amend and refile 
a case against Grossman. 

Peelman did not file 
an amended complaint 
against Grossman and 
on December 22, Peel-
man failed to show up 
for the arraignment. 

Judge Brown, noting 
that “the complaint has 
not been amended with-

in 10 days,” ordered that 
the “matter be dismissed 
by a matter of law.” 

The minute order in 
the case reflects that “on 
the motion of the court, 
count 1 is dismissed in 
the interest of justice.”

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.



Black Throated Sparrow 
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evidence being used to 
convict them, Conaway 
said. 

“The notion that com-
puter-generated data 
and stored information 
is presumed to be in-
fallible and therefore 
any citizen-defendant 
is guilty discriminates 
against lower income 
citizens, seniors or fixed 
income and minority 
communities,” Conaway 
wrote. “The court is tell-
ing poor and low income 
people on fixed incomes 
who do not believe they 
ran a red light to just 
plead guilty as common 
sense as the City is well 
aware that most people 
cannot hire a lawyer and 
certainly don't have the 
money in an infraction 
case for discovery with 
an out of state corpora-
tion (Redflex) to produce 
software, code, input 
procedures, batch con-
trols, verifiable process-
es, input edit routines, 
system controls, library 
handling procedures 
and controls, accuracy 
of input method, proper 
conversion of machine 
readable data, capac-
ity, reliability, software 
checks, samples tests 
of processing of source 
documents/data--all of 
which must be obtained 
to prove operational de-
fects in or tampering of 
the system--making it 
even worse is the fact the 
city has agreed with the 
out of state vendor (Red-
flex) that the information 
needed on the software 
and processing in the 
backroom is proprietary. 
It’s an authentication is-
sue because ‘is this the 
same photo?’ ” he said. 
“We’ve got to address 
that 500-pound gorilla in 
the glass shop.”

Redflex maintains 
that its processes are le-
gal and constitutional 
and contribute to public 
safety. In a corporate 
statement, Redflex said 
“There’s no good excuse 
for running red light.”

The Court of Appeal 

Subscribe to 
the Sentinel

Never miss an issue. Read it weekly from the 
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The black-throated 
sparrow (Amphispiza 
bilineata),  also known 

as well among Mojave 
shrubs and cacti, and in 
saltbush. They occur as 
well in grasslands and 
pinyon-juniper woods. 

In winter, flocks feed 
on the ground in open 
areas, making little tin-
kling,  metallic and shrill 
callnotes and trills.  In 
spring during the mating 
season, males perch atop 
low bushes to sing, using 
their high and bell-like 
song to defend nesting 

ly insects.
They forage primarily 

while scampering on the 

ground but occasionally 
forage up in shrubs and 
desert trees. When an 
opportunity presents it-
self, they will make short 
flights to catch insects in 
mid-air.

They create loose nests 
of grass twigs and plant 
fibers carefully hidden 
in brush six to eighteen 

as the desert sparrow 
or New World sparrow 
is present in San Ber-
nardino County in plen-
tiful numbers, as is it in 
the southwestern United 
States and Mexico. 

It is referred to as the 
desert sparrow due to 
its preferred habitat of 
arid desert hillsides and 
scrub. These birds, how-
ever, should not be con-
fused with the desert 

sparrows of Africa and 
Asia.

Black-throated spar-
rows are roughly 4.5 
inches to 5.5 inches in 
length. They are pale 
gray on top, with a dis-
tinctive black and white 
head pattern. These 
birds’ throats do not turn 
black until they mature. 

Black-throated Spar-
rows are very common 
in the Mojave Desert, 
living in a variety of dry 
open areas, including 
in barren flats of creo-
sote bush which most 
birds avoid. They thrive 

territory.  Though larger 
groups may accumulate 
around sources of desert 
water, they travel gener-
ally in small groups. 

Black throated spar-
rows feed mostly on 
seeds and insects, din-
ing more on seeds in 
the winter and more on 
insects in the summer. 
They also devour fresh 
green shoots, other green 

vegetation, and ripe ber-
ries and fruits when 
available. They can sur-
vive without water for 
extended periods during 
the drier part of the year, 
drawing liquid from in-
sects and green plants. 
The young are fed most-

weeds, plant fibers, and 
small twigs, lined with 
fine grass, plant down, 
and often with animal 
hair. Both parents will 
feed the nestlings once 
they hatch. A pair will 
often raise two broods 
per year.

Unlike some desert 
birds, the black throated 
sparrow has not adopt-
ed well to encroaching 
civilization and develop-
ment. As a result, their 

inches above the ground. 
The female of the spe-
cies typically lays three 
or four white or pale blue 
eggs.  

The nesting activity 
can vary with the timing 
of rains. A typical nest 
site is in a low shrub or 
branching cactus, well 
hidden and usually with-
in 2 feet of the ground. 
Nests are sometimes lo-
cated on the ground at 
base of shrub. A nest is 
bulky and sturdy, entail-
ing an open cup of grass, 

numbers have declined 
in some areas. In their 
undisturbed habitat, 
these birds are yet wide-
spread and common.

The black throated 
sparrow is a permanent 

resident in much of the 
Southwest, but migrates 
farther north. Its north-
ern limit of breeding 
range may vary from 
year to year, with occa-
sional northward “inva-
sions.” Strays sometimes 
wander as far east as the 
Atlantic Coast.

County Wildlife Corner

chalet’s screening room, 
alternately chortling and 
howling like a hyena 
throughout the show-
ing. So to the extent that 
I will view it and most 
likely enjoy it myself, I 
am afraid, I too will, at 
some level, be encourag-
ing this exercise in poor 
taste. But my personal 
shortcoming does not 
render any less inadvis-
able drawing upon the 
assassination of a foreign 
head of state as subject 
matter for comedic pre-
sentation...

Prudential
California Realty

Richard S. Morda

Realtor/DRE License
 # 01734177

California Realty
1063 W. Sixth Street 
Suite 101 Ontario CA 

91762 Business 909 983 
9933  Fax 909 984 5664

Cell 213 713 8849

E-mail: richardmorda@
pruCArealty.com

The Count
from page five

Red Light Camera 
Challenge 
from page six

indicated from the bench 
that plaintiffs had stand-
ing and then stated that 
they were taking the 
matter under submis-
sion to review presum-
ably the other potential 
independent grounds to 
support the dismissal of 
plaintiffs' claims. 

The appellate court is 
tentatively scheduled to 
rule on Conaway’s cli-
ents' appeal to open dis-
covery by late March.
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Southern California Style 
Just The Beginning

By Grace Bernal

All the packages ar-
rived and Christmas 
is officially over. It’s 

imagination of ring-
ing in the new year is 
a pageant every time. 
Fashion is phenomenal 

windows with the best 
fashion looks. Creativ-
ity is at its best in these 

window dressers don't 
let you forget that fash-
ion is a spectacular part 

of the march of life, eter-
nally rejuvenating.  The 
magic comes to life, and 
there is much available 

for you to look new and 
refreshed, if you take 
the time to find it. Enjoy 
putting your New Years 
Eve outfit together be-
cause life wouldn't be 
fun without fashion, and 
neither would the new 
year. This is only the be-

and the store windows 
are the highlight of the 
season. They always do 
a great job prepping the 

now time to say bye to 
2014 and get the great-
est show on earth called 
New Years Eve started. 
This means it’s time  
to dazzle to welcome 
2015. The creativity and 

ginning of what the new 
year has in store, so ring 
it in fashionably. 

“In difficult times, 
fashion is always outra-
geous.” —Elsa Schiapa-
relli

forms of window dress-
ing everywhere. The 

Read the
Sentinel

On The World Wide Web!
To visit our blog, simply type http://sbsenti-
nel.com/ into your URL box and hit enter. 
You can view the Sentinel, read individual 
articles, offer comments and search our ar-
chives from the convenience of your pc, lap-

top, Blackberry or iPhone.

lection of what its readers 
deem to be the country’s 
most significant vignette 
of urban improvement 
fast approaching, sbX 
supporters are confident 
they will at last see some 

recognition - in this case 
national recognition - 
that their faith in the 
fast bus line project was 
well placed. In its annual 
competition to have the 
readers of streetblog.usa 
weigh in on what they 
consider to be the “best 
urban street transforma-
tion,” throughout the 50 

states, the site’s competi-
tion committee selected 
portion of E Street which 
was made over with a 
number of improvements 
in conjunction with the 
sbX undertaking as one 
of five finalists. As of late 
this week, San Bernardi-
no’s span of E Street is 

Award Vindicates 
sbX Project
from page 7

leading the pack of this 
year’s nominees. Voting 
in the competition ends 
on December 28.

At press time, E Street 
in San Bernardino was 
out in front with 43%, or 
616 votes, leading West-
ern Avenue in  Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, 
which had 27% or 380 
votes, Washington Av-
enue in Minneapolis 
with 19%, or 267 votes, 
Broadway in Seattle 
with 7% or 106 votes 
and Penn Avenue in 
Pittsburgh with 4% or 60 
votes.

While the results of 
the balloting are by no 
means scientific, the first 
place ranking does indi-
cate that the work on E 
Street carried with it an 
aesthetic plus.

San Bernardino city 
officials, Omnitrans 

officers, and San Ber-
nardino Chamber of 
Commerce members all 
hailed the streetblog vote 
as a positive reflection 
on the city and sbX. The 
city is looking to create 
a synergy off the combi-
nation of improvements 
that have been made to 
the city of late, not the 
least of which is sbX and 
the new 11-story county 
courthouse that opened 

downtown in May. 
Others, however, were 

unconvinced, pointing 
out that city and trans-
portation officials may 
have stuffed the ballot 
box by a campaign that 
has promoted the sbX 
project and an effort to 
have locals cast ballots 
at the streetblog website 
in favor of the E Street 
nomination. 

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 


