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Hagman Taps 
Spence As 

Chief of Staff

County To Return Child 
To Mother In Acapulco 

He Didn’t Get Away With It: Fontana Man
 In Inside Job Armored Car Heist Nabbed

  County Partners With SB, Others In Promise Zone Initiative For Urban Renewal 
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Adelanto Council Gives Tentative Approval To 4th & 5th Prison Projects

Buck Johns

Greg Devereaux

Mike Spence

Eleven months after 
county assessor Dennis 
Draeger recommended 
that the board of supervi-
sors approved a $5 mil-
lion, three-year contract 
with a Sun Valley-based 
company to micrograph, 
index and redact docu-
ments filed with the as-
sessor/recorder/county 
clerk’s office, the board 
this week entered into an 
alternative contract, this 
one for $600,000 with a 

Florida-based company, 
for redaction services.

On Tuesday, the board 

okayed the payment of 
$600,000 to Computing 
System Innovations of 
Apopka, Florida to pro-
vide daily and historic 
redaction services for the 
assessor-recorder-coun-
ty clerk, for a contract 
term beginning Decem-
ber 1, 2014 and running 
through November 30, 
2017, with two one-year 
options to extend the 
term of the contract. 

The board did so upon 

the recommendation 
of  Draeger, the county 
assessor-recorder/coun-
ty clerk. In making his 
recommendation this 
time around, Draeger 
suggested that Comput-
ing System Innovations 
was better qualified than 
all of its competitors to 
carry out the redaction 
work. 

Curiously, however, 
last year, at its final 
meeting in 2013, Drae-

ger suggested something 
different when he recom-
mended that the board of 
supervisors approve a 
$5,000,000 contract with 
PFA, Inc. of Sun Valley 
to provide micrograph-
ics, film conversion, in-
dexing, and redaction 
services for the assessor-
recorder-county clerk-
recorder’s division from 
January 1, 2014 through 
December 31, 2016, with 
two one-year 

The county this week 
facilitated the return of 
a child to his mother in 
Mexico. 

On March 25, 2013, 
for the child’s safety, the 
San Bernardino County 
Department of Children 
and Family Services re-
moved the child, then 
11-years-old, from the 
father’s care. At that 
time, the child’s mother 
was residing in Mexico 
and unable to care for 
the child. With the as-

sistance of the Mexican 
Consulate, the mother 
was located in Acapulco 
and engaged in family 
reunification services in 
order to be reunited with 
the child. 

On March 14, 2014, 
the court gave CFS per-
mission to reunite the 
child and mother in Aca-
pulco, Mexico once the 
mother’s current resi-
dence was assessed and 
received approval. 

The De-

Mike Spence, who has 
served as Curt Hagman’s 
chief of staff during all 
six years he has served 
in the State Assembly, 
will serve as Hagman’s 
chief of staff in his new 
role as Fourth District 
San Bernardino County 
supervisor. 

Spence, a councilman 
in West Covina who has 
a quarter of a century 
experience in various 
political roles in the state 
capital, including serv-
ing as the chief of staff 
for then-assemblyman 
Joel Anderson (R- El Ca-
jon), will follow Hagman 
from Sacramento to San 
Bernardino. 

Spence and Hagman 
share a hard-edged Re-
publican streak, which 
was evident in the bare 
knuckled campaign 
waged against Gloria 
Negrete-McLeod for 
supervisor. McLeod, 
an incumbent Demo-
cratic congresswoman, 
was portrayed as soft on 
crime and an advocate of 
policies that are unfavor-
able to business interests 
in hit pieces originating 
with the Hagman cam-
paign. Spence served 
as the chief strategist 
for Hagman in the cam-
paign. 

Spence is an anti-tax 
advocate who has long 
crusaded for paring back 
the bureaucracy of gov-
ernment and alleviating 
the financial burden on 
taxpayers. 

In 1998, the city of 
West Covina unsuccess-
fully sued Spence over 
his opposition 

By Mark Gutglueck
A 37-year-old Fontana 

resident employed as a 
guard in an armored car 
partook in an inside job 
to heist over one million 
in cash, according to 
federal authorities. 

While the two em-
ployees of the cash han-
dling service company 
involved in the heist suc-
ceeded in dropping the 
money off and having 
it recovered by a third 
party and then secreting 

away some 90 percent of 
the ill-gained proceeds, 
ultimately they were 
caught.

Cesar Yanez, 37, of 
Fontana, and Aldo Es-
quivel Vega, 28, of Po-
mona, both of whom 
were employed as ar-
mored truck drivers for 
Loomis, were arrested 
on November 13 with-
out incident by special 
agents with the FBI and 
officers with the Los An-
geles Police Department. 

In relation to search war-
rants executed the same 
day, agents found ap-
proximately $85,000 in 
cash at Yanez’s Fontana 
residence. 

A third person in-
volved in the scheme, 
Jovita Medina Guzman, 
39, of San Bernardino, 
was also arrested on 
November 13. She is 
charged with helping her 
co-defendants hide and 
disperse the stolen funds 
and for being 

Acting as the govern-
ing body of the Housing 
Authority of the county 
of San Bernardino, the 
board of supervisors this 
week approved a prelim-
inary memorandum of 
understanding with the 
city of San Bernardino, 
the San Bernardino City 
Unified School District, 
Loma Linda University, 
the Institute of Public 
Strategies and the Na-

tional Community Re-
naissance of California 
to work toward prepar-
ing and submitting an 
application with the fed-
eral government for a 
significant portion of the 
city of San Bernardino 
to be designated as a so-
called “Promise Zone,” 
making it eligible for 
subsidization funding 
for community improve-
ment programs. 

In 2013, the Promise 
Zone Initiative was in-

troduced by the federal 
government to designate 
a number of high-pover-
ty urban, rural and tribal 
communities as target 
areas where the federal 
government would part-
ner and invest in com-
munities to create jobs, 
leverage private invest-
ment, increase economic 
activity, expand educa-
tional opportunities, and 
reduce violent crime. In 

January 2014, the first 
five Promise Zones were 
selected by an inter-
agency panel led by the 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. In Sep-
tember 2014, the second 
round of the Promise 
Zone initiative was an-
nounced.

Urban, rural, and 
tribal commu-

ADELANTO — The 
Adelanto City Council 
gave approval to two 
separate prison building 
proposals in this cash-
strapped city during a 
marathon meeting that 
began on November 19 
and lasted until the wee 
hours of November 20. 

The council chambers 
were packed to capac-
ity as the city council, 
three of whose members 

were voted out of office 
on November 4 and were 

thus attending their last 
full council meeting in 
their elected capacity, 
considered a proposal by 
Geo Group Inc. to estab-
lish a privately-run pris-
on to hold 1,050 inmates 
from the California De-
partment of Corrections 
and a separate proposal 
by LCS Holdings, LLC 
to construct a 3,254-bed 
detention facility to hold 
overflow Los Angeles 

County jail inmates. 
Adelanto is host to 

three existing detention 
facilities: The Adel-
anto Detention Facility, 
a 1,950 capacity prison 
owned and operated by 
Geo Group; the High 
Desert Detention Facil-
ity, a 2,098-bed facility 
operated by the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff, 
which was converted 
from a smaller private 
prison formerly run by 
the Moreland 
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to a multi-million tax 
increase that would have 
imposed several hundred 
dollar-per year assess-
ments on homeowners.  
Spence prevailed in the 
lawsuit and the tax pro-
posal failed. 

Born and raised in 
West Covina, Spence 
was student body presi-
dent at Edgewood High 
School  and he then at-
tended and graduated 
from UCLA with a de-
gree in political science. 
He was elected six times 
to the West Covina Uni-
fied School District 
Board of Education, was 
a founding board mem-
ber of the California Vir-
tual Academy-L.A. High 
School, and is a past-
president of the East San 
Gabriel Valley Regional 
Occupational Program/
Technical College where 
he served 18 years as a 
board member.

From 1996 to 2000, 
Spence served a  term on 
the Library of California 
Board. He received the 
Samuel Adams Lead-
ership Award from the 

Washington, D.C.-based 
Local Government 
Council in 1997. Spence 
was for four years the 
taxpayer representative 
on the Mount San Anto-
nio Community College 
Bond Oversight Com-
mittee. He is a board 
member of the Meals on 
Wheels program. 

While he will now 
be taking on a key San 
Bernardino County as-
signment, he remains a 
creature of Los Angeles 
County, and good na-
turedly jabs at San Ber-
nardino County news 
reporters who confuse 
the smaller 7.041-square 
mile neighboring city 
of Covina, population 
47,796, with 16.09 square 
mile, 106,098 population 
West Covina. 

This week, the current 
board of supervisors, in-
cluding Supervisor Gary 
Ovitt, whom Hagman 
will replace next month, 
approved an employ-
ment contract between 
the county and Spence to
provide support services 
to Hagman as the in-
coming Fourth District 
supervisor as a chief of 
staff, effective in the cur-

rent pay period in which 
he will be paid at a rate 
reflecting an annual sal-
ary  of $98,094 and ben-
efits of $85,726 for a full 
annual cost of $183,820. 

County spokesman 
David Wert  told the 
Sentinel “board chiefs  
of staffs are now con-
tract employees and are 
no longer remunerated 
as they were when they 
were considered regular 
county employees.” 

The salary range for 
a chief of staff  for a 
member of the board of 
supervisors was former-
ly listed as  $8,978.67 
to $11,498.93 per 
month or $107,744.04 
to $137,987.16 in an-
nual salary plus roughly 
90,000 to $95,000 in 
yearly benefits.   

Given the close rela-
tionship between Spence 
and Hagman, it appears 
that Spence will be giv-
en the maximum salary 
permissible. “What Mr. 
Spence is paid as chief 
of staff is something Mr. 
Hagman will take up 
once he becomes super-
visor and he is briefed 
on how much money is 
available to him in his 

office budget,” Wert 
said.

According to county 
chief executive officer 
Greg Devereaux, the 
contract with Spence 
“will allow the hiring of 
a chief of staff to support 
the incoming county su-
pervisor for the Fourth 
District. Pursuant to 
Policy 02-03 an incom-
ing county supervisor 
is allowed to select a 
chief of staff and execu-
tive secretary in order to 
transition into office and 
to facilitate district rele-
vant documents and data 
gathering. This contract 
shall become effective in 
Pay Period No. 25-2014. 
Consistent with Policy 
02-03, this contract ap-
proval has an effective 
date of no more than for-
ty-five days prior to the 
newly elected supervisor 
officially taking office. 
Transitional staff hired 
under this policy auto-
matically become regu-
lar staff when the newly 

elected supervisor 
takes office unless the 
contracts are terminated 
by action of the incom-
ing supervisor. All other 
terms of the transition 

employment contract 
will remain unchanged. 
During this transitional 
period, duties of transi-
tional staff are limited to 
acquainting themselves 
with San 

Bernardino County 
government and data 
gathering. Transitional 
staff may coordinate with 
the incumbent supervi-
sor’s office to familiarize 
themselves with active 
projects as well as con-
stituent concerns. Tran-
sitional staff shall not 
begin work on projects 
specifically related to the 
newly elected supervi-

sor’s district or with San 
Bernardino County in 
general. Additionally, 
transitional staff may in-
terview potential regular 
staff; however, further 
employment contracts 
may not be approved by 
the Board of Supervisors 
until the new supervisor 
assumes office.” 

Hagman said,  “Mike 
Spence has an outstand-
ing record in public poli-
cy, management and po-
litical activity. He’s been 
a chief of staff, an elect-
ed official, taxpayer ad-
vocate and governmental 
relations consultant.”

partment of Children 
and Family Services re-
ceived the Desarrollo In-
tegral de la Familiae llit 
(Mexican Social Servic-
es report) approving the 
mother’s residence and 
the report was submitted 
to the court. Since then, 
the Department of Chil-
dren and Family Servic-
es has been working to 
acquire the appropriate 
documentation and trav-
el arrangements for the 
child’s final placement 
into the mother’s home 
in Mexico.

A Mexican Consul-
ate representative will 
accompany the child on 
the flight to Acapulco, 
Mexico in the interest of 
the child’s welfare. The 
travel costs for the Mexi-
can Consulate represen-
tative will be covered by 
the Mexican Consulate. 
The board of supervisors 
this week approved the 
appropriation of $400 
to cover the cost of the 
child’s airfare. It is antic-
ipated that the travel for 
this reunification will be 
completed before the end 
of November 2014. 
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Observations from a 
Decidedly Continental 
Perspective 
By Count Friedrich 

von Olsen 

As I gaze down from my chalet here in San Ber-
nardino County, one of the last bastions of Republi-
canism in this once great state that is now the most 
liberal in the land, dominated by Democrats who 
are little more than socialists in disguise, I count my 
blessings that I, a Tory, a Bonapartist, a practitioner 
of realpolitik,  now an American and a proud mem-
ber of the GOP, am still at liberty to speak my mind.  
Read on as I give pen to some of my observations on 
the recent political scene...

One-time Apple Valley Mayor Rick Roelle and 
outgoing Victorville Councilwoman  Angela Valles 
sojourned to the Sandwich Islands last week to tie 
the knot after living in sin these past many years. It 
seems Angela was outfitted with a lap band and has 
lost a good deal of poundage, and indeed she looked 
quite fetching and svelte, at least in the photos of 
the wedding I have seen. It is no wonder Mr. Roelle 
has finally decided to make an honest woman of her, 
which is quite fitting now that she is to be out of poli-
tics altogether…

At this week’s board of supervisors’ meeting, a 
veritable who’s who of political figures in the Fourth 
Supervisorial District paid homage to Gary Ovitt, 
who will be leaving the board next month. Among 
those offering worshipful attestations of his value to 
the community were representatives of the offices of 
Congresswoman Gloria Negrete-McLeod and repre-
sentatives of Assemblyman Curt Hagman.  Methinks 
their praise of Supervisor Ovitt was somewhat disin-
genuous, given that it was the determination of both 
Negrete-McLeod and Hagman to vie for the Fourth 
District Supervisors’ post that persuaded Supervisor 
Ovitt not to seek reelection. I am an adherent to the 
Eleventh Commandment, which forbids one Repub-
lican from speaking ill of another Republican. Thus, 
I will merely say that I was disappointed, to put it 
mildly, that Curt, the chairman of the San Bernardino 
County Republican Party, would move to challenge 
Gary, a tried and true Republican of longstanding. 
There is solace, however, in the consideration that 
Mr. Hagman proved victorious over Mrs. Negrete-
McLeod, a Democrat…

Richard Lewis, the scion of Ralph and Goldie 
Lewis and one of the keepers of the flame of the 
Lewis Developmental Dynasty, will travel this week 
to Dubai. No doubt he will be in counsel with many 
high powered financiers who will hopefully enable 
his corporation to continue  and enlarge upon its ex-
cellent work at gracing the Inland Empire with its 
quality residential and commercial projects… 

The Adelanto City Council this week granted go-
ahead to the construction of a 3,264-bed detention 
facility in its jurisdiction. I am heartily in favor of 
the project, objecting only to the consideration that 
its beds will be reserved for miscreants from Los 
Angeles County and not for the surfeit of indigenous 
misdoers in San Bernardino County…

The Count’s views do not necessarily reflect those of the 
Sentinel, its ownership, its publisher or editors. 

nities were invited to put 
forward a plan to partner 
with local businesses 
and community leaders 
to make evidence-based 
investments that reward 
hard work and expand 
opportunity. 

In exchange, those 
communities that receive 
the Promise Zone desig-
nation receive preferred 
access to certain com-
petitive federal invest-
ments that further their 
strategic plans, get fed-
eral staff on the ground 
to help them implement 
their goals, and obtain 
access to federal staff 
to recruit and manage 
volunteers to strengthen 
the capacity of Promise 
Zone partners.

 Promise Zones focus 
on assisting community 
cooperation with the 
federal government to 
meet development and 
economic rejuvenation 
goals.

The board of super-
visors endorsed the ef-
fort, brought forward 
by county executive of-
ficer Greg Devereaux at 
the November 18 board 
meeting, to allow the 
county to engage with 
the other participants to 

meet a November 21 fil-
ing deadline. 

“A Promise Zone 
designation presents an 
invaluable and crucial 
opportunity to transform 
an area of extreme need 
in the city of San Ber-
nardino into a healthy, 
sustainable, equitable 
and thriving place to 
work, live and play,” 
Devereaux wrote in a 
report/recommendation 
to the board of supervi-
sors dated November 18. 
“The positive transfor-
mation of this commu-
nity and its residents is 
dependent upon physi-
cal transformation of the 
area, linked to compre-
hensive and coordinated 
public-private Promise 
Zone strategies to access 
and create jobs, increase 
economic activity and 
security, improve edu-
cational opportunities, 
improve health and well-
ness, and reduce violent 
crime. The housing au-
thority, the county of 
San Bernardino, the city 
of San Bernardino, the 
National Community 
Renaissance of Califor-
nia, San Bernardino City 
Unified School District, 
Loma Linda Univer-
sity, and the Institute of 
Public Strategies desire 
to form a collaborative 
through this memoran-
dum of understanding 
and will submit the re-

quired Second Round 
Promise Zone Urban 
Application and if the 
area is designated as a 
Promise Zone, complete 
the work necessary to 
implement the Promise 
Zone Plan.” 

When pressed by Su-
pervisor Josie Gonzales 
to explain why the coun-
ty was participating in 
the program, Devereaux 
said, “Promise Zone is a 
program that was initiat-
ed by the federal govern-
ment i n 2013. The prem-
ise behind the program 
is that a number of high 
poverty areas through-
out the United States 
would be designated as 
Promise Zones. Those 
Promise Zones don’t in 
and of themselves  bring 
any funding with them.  
They do bring consulta-
tion and advice and coun-
sel from members of  the 
United States  Govern-
ment across a wide array 
of departments. If you 
receive a promise zone 
designation, you get pri-
ority for certain funding 
opportunities for certain 
areas such as education, 
wellness and job train-
ing. The city of San Ber-
nardino applied in the 
initial round. They were 
not selected. There were 
only five jurisdictions 
across the country that 
were selected. As they 
prepared for round two, 
one of the  areas where 
the application was short 
was capacity. Given the 
issues that are occur-
ring in San Bernardino 
right now, especially the 
financial issues, I think 
the federal government 
was concerned that they 
had sufficient capacity 
to really bring together 
a lot of stakeholders in 
the community, because 
this  whole approach of 
Promise Zone is bring-
ing together a number 
of community partners 
that are vested and in-
vested in that commu-
nity that are supposed to 
work together, almost  in 
a collective impact en-
vironment, pooling re-
sources, working across 
silos for the betterment 
of that community. So 
the city and mayor ap-
proached the county 
and asked whether the 
county would join in the 
effort as we had last time 
but this time, because of 
the federal government’s 

concerns about their ca-
pacity, would the county 
act as the lead agency. 
When we looked at it, 
we did not think it would 
take a lot of extra work 
because a lot of the ap-
proach for this Promise 
Zone application is con-
centrating the efforts 
of programs that are al-
ready in existence and 
already taking place and 
making sure that they 
are better coordinated 
and getting higher levels 
of participation. We al-
ready have a transitional 
assistance department 
center in the very focus 
area they are talking 
about, which is the area 
primarily around Water-
man Gardens but also 
includes major portions 
of the city, so this ap-
plication is based on an 
inner zone and an outer 
zone.  It’s not about in-
stituting a new program, 
but trying to make sure 
we get more of the resi-
dents participating in 
that program and bet-
ter coordinated with 
other programs  There 
are a lot of community 
partners coming to the 
table. What it does is it 
makes every one of them 
more eligible or given a 
higher priority for fund-
ing across a wide array 
of departments within 
the U.S. Government. 
Indeed to date, that has 
been the case. Every 
Choice Neighborhood 
grant that has been is-
sued in the United States 
in this past year were 
with a group that had a 
Promise Zone. Choice 
Neighborhood grants 
can run from $30 to 
$50 million. Though the 
guidelines don’t say you 
have to be in a Promise 
Zone, it is telling that the 
only jurisdictions that 
got them were in Prom-
ise Zones. It just gives 
you a leg up.” 

Supervisor Gonzales 
called the joint effort “a 
great new beginning for 
a multitude of positive 
reasons.” She reminded 
those present that “This 
county is the largest ten-
ant in the city of San 
Bernardino. We have a 
real estate portfolio in-
trinsically tied to the city 
of San Bernardino. We 
have a whole hell of a lot 
of money invested in this 
city.” Gonzales said the 
county should strive to 

be “a good partner wher-
ever it is possible. This 
goes a long way toward 
partnering with the city 
of San Bernardino.”

At the same time, 
she sounded a note of 

caution, saying, “Ev-
erything cannot fall on 
the county. Each city is 
responsible and held re-
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options to extend the 
term of the contract.

At that time,  Drae-
ger said he intended the 
assessor-recorder-county 
clerk’s office to “utilize 
the services of PFA, Inc. 
to provide micrograph-
ics, film conversion, in-
dexing, and redaction 
work for a three-year 
term, with two one-year 
options to extend the 
term of the contract. 
This contract includes 
four distinct types of 
work, all of which are vi-
tal to the daily operation 
of the recorder division. 
The first type of work, 
micrographics, involves 
converting scanned im-
ages to microfilm and 
vice versa. More than 
550,000 documents were 
recorded by assessor-
recorder-county clerk in 
calendar year 2012, and 
all of those documents 
were received in image 
form or were scanned in-
house. Those documents 
are then converted to mi-
crofilm to preserve per-
manent county records 
as mandated by state 
law. The second type of 
work, film conversion, 
places digital, microfiche 
and film images of docu-
ments on silver or Diazo 
film for more durable 
preservation. The third 
type of work consists 
of indexing fields on re-
corded documents that 
can then be used to re-
trieve the document im-
ages within the record-
er’s system. The fourth 
type of work, redaction, 
involves creating a pub-
lic record version of each 
official record by redact-
ing the first five digits 
of each social security 
number found in an of-
ficial record, as man-
dated by Government 
Code Section 27301. All 
four types of work will 
involve current docu-
ments; in addition, docu-
ments dating back to 
January 1, 1980, will be 
redacted as mandated by 
Government Code Sec-
tion 27301.”

Draeger recommend-
ed that PFA, which had 
the county contract for 
all of the microfilming,  
conversion, indexing 
and redaction services 
since 2006, be given the 
three-year, $5 million 
contract after the county 
sought bids on the ser-
vice in April 2013, ob-
taining bids from seven 
interested vendors, in-
cluding HOV Services of  
Carson; Extract Systems 
of Madison, Wisconsin; 
American Cadastre LLC 
of Herndon, Virginia; 
Xerox ACS Enterprise 
Solutions of San Ramon; 
PFA; and Midwest Micro 
Imaging of Golden Val-
ley, Minnesota; as well 
as Computing System 
Innovations of Apopka, 
Florida.

Last December, Drae-
ger told the board that 
“Staff from the  assessor-
recorder-county clerk’s 
office and the purchas-
ing department reviewed 
all of the proposals and 
independently evalu-
ated each proposal’s 
merit based on technical 
ability, cost and refer-
ences” and “the evalu-
ators took care to note 
minimum vendor and 
proposal requirements 
and rated the vendors 
on understanding of the 
assessor-recorder-county 
clerk’s needs, accurate 
and complete descrip-
tion of technical pro-
cesses, ability to handle 
sensitive data, ability to 
meet timelines, and ex-
perience. The vendors 
were asked to provide 
costs per unit of service 
instead of estimating an 
overall contract amount.  
“The evaluation commit-
tee recommended PFA 
for a contract to provide 
micrographics, film con-
version, indexing, and 
redaction services to the 
assessor-recorder-county 
clerk’s office based on 
the cumulative decision 
that their technical abil-
ity exceeded the ability 
of the other vendors and 
their references were 
superior. PFA was not 
consistently the lowest 
or highest bidder when 
comparing vendors’ 
costs. However, due to 
the technical nature of 
the work involved, accu-
racy was felt to be more 
critical than cost. PFA 
provides an accuracy 
rate of 99.95% with qual-

ity assurance controls at 
no additional charge. 
Due to a previous pro-
test regarding redaction 
services, great effort was 
taken to assure unifor-
mity and fairness during 
the evaluation process. 
Despite staff’s effort, an 
appeal to the decision 
to award the contract to 
PFA was received by the 
purchasing department. 
The purchasing agent 
communicated with the 
vendor and addressed 
the questions put forth in 
the protest.”

The board, however, 
in December 2013 held 
off on approving the $5 
million contract as rec-
ommended by Draeger, 
instead extending the 
contract with the com-
pany for another two 
months.

In February of this 
year, after originally 
scheduling a consider-
ation of the extending 
the contract with PFA for 
five years for February 
11 but continuing it until 
February 25, the board 
approved a reduced con-
tract with PFA to provide 
micrographics, film con-
version, and indexing 
services for the assessor-
recorder-county clerk, in 
an amount not to exceed 
$1,600,000, beginning 
March 2, 2014 through 
February 28, 2017, with 
two one-year options to 
extend the term of the 
contract. It rejected all 

proposals for redaction 
services and terminated 
the scope of work for 
redaction services un-
der the request for pro-
posal and approved an 
amendment to the agree-
ment with PFA to have 
it continue with current 
redaction services from 
March 2, 2014 through 
November 30, 2014,  in-
creasing the not-to-ex-
ceed amount of its origi-
nal 2006 contract with 
PFI by $35,000, from 
$7,207,517 to $7,242,517. 

In a report/recom-
mendation to the board 
of supervisors this week, 
Draeger wrote, “Redac-
tion services are nec-
essary for the recorder 
division to meet govern-
ment mandates and to 
support the information 
management plans in the 
assessor-recorder-county 
clerk’s office. The rec-
ommended contract with 
Computing System In-
novations (CSI) is for re-
daction services, which 
is vital to daily opera-
tions. Redaction creates 
a public version of each 
official record by redact-
ing the first five digits 
of any Social Security 
number as required by 
law. On January 31,2006,  
the board approved 
Agreement No. 06-124 
with PFA, Inc. to pro-
vide micrographics, film 
conversion, and indexing 
services. This contract 
has been amended six 

times to include redac-
tion services, increase 
project cost, and extend 
the term, most recently 
on February 25, 2014 to 
extend the term for re-
daction services to No-
vember 30, 2014. 

The chief executive 
officer approved the re-
lease of a request for pro-
posal for micrographics, 
film conversion, index-
ing, and redaction ser-
vices on April 18, 2013. 
The board approved 
Agreement No. 14-62 
with PFA on February 
25, 2014 to award the 
contract for three of the 
four services. The board 
determined that further 
clarification of the tech-
nical requirements was 
needed for daily and 
historic redaction ser-
vices, and therefore a 
new request for proposal 
was released on May 
14, 2014. The assessor-
recorder-county clerk’s 
office  received propos-
als for redaction services 
from four interested ven-
dors as follows: Comput-
ing System Innovations 
Apopka, FL $600,000; 
Extract Systems, LLC 
Madison, WI $495,750; 
Mentis Technology So-
lutions, LLC Centennial, 
CO $881,100; and Ricoh 
USA, Inc Malvern, PA 
$853,500.

An evaluation team 
consisting of staff from 
the assessor-recorder-
county clerk’s office, 

finance and administra-
tion, purchasing, and 
the county of Riverside 
evaluated the proposals 
based on mandatory sub-
mittal requirements and 
minimum qualifications, 
technical review, cost, 
references, financial sta-
bility, and oral presenta-
tions from the top three 
vendors. CSI was the 
highest ranked proposer 
and the evaluation com-
mittee recommends that 
that contract be awarded 
to CSI. The fee charged 
by CSI to redact histor-
ic documents is higher 
than that proposed by 
one other vendor, Ex-
tract Systems, LLC. CSI, 
however, scored very 
well during the oral pre-
sentation by providing 
clear and distinct an-
swers regarding critical 
technical aspects of this 
service such as docu-
ment security measures, 
handling documents 
with challenges such as 
handwritten numbers 
and reversed polarity, 
and quality control. CSI 
provides four confidence 
levels in quality control 
and manually checks 
all redacted documents. 
They provided a well 
thought out plan for 
emergencies, and dem-
onstrated the company’s 
customer service phi-
losophy as their highest 
priority. As a result, CSI 
received the top over-
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
David Colton 

By Mark Gutglueck
Relatively little of 

David Colton’s 47-year-
long life was  spent in 
San Bernardino County. 
Nevertheless, he left 
an indelible impression 
here, as he was respon-
sible for bringing the 
railroad through the area 
and it was essentially his 
decision to lay the origi-
nal regional rail line at 
the south end of the city 
of San Bernardino rather 
than into its downtown. 
That decision gave rise 
to the city that bears his 
name.

David Douty Colton 
was born July 17, 1831 in 
Monson, Maine to Isaac 
Watts Colton and Abi-
gail (Douty) Colton. He 
had no brothers, but did 
have two sisters,  Angela 
and Martha. His father 
was a farmer in north 
central Maine. In 1836 
his family moved to Il-
linois, settling in Gales-
burg in Knox County. 

He attended Knox 
Manual Labor College, 
now known as Knox 
College. During his 
freshman year, Colton 
proposed marriage to 
Ellen Mason White, the 
daughter of Dr. Chaunc-
ey and Maria S. (Brown-
son) White and a student 
in the women's seminary 
on the campus of Knox.  
Ellen White turned 
down David's proposal 
because, as he later said, 
her father considered 
him to be a young man 
without prospects.

Talked into it by a 
classmate, Hiram G. 
Ferris, David dropped 
out of college and left 
Galesburg in the Spring 
of 1850 and headed for 
the gold fields of Cali-
fornia in a light wagon 
with three horses that 
Colton had purchased 
with a loan of a few hun-
dred dollars from his 
father. The pair traveled 
to Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
then a Mormon settle-
ment known as Kanes-
ville, near the Missouri 
River. Kanesville was a 
popular outfitting point 
for those traveling west-
ward by wagon train. 
Wanting to get to the 
gold fields as quickly as 
possible, and wanting to 

on April 25, 1850, Colton 
and Ferris arrived at 
Placerville, nicknamed 
Hangtown, in El Do-
rado County, California 
on July 9. The following 
day they sold two of the 
horses for $190 and used 
the money to outfit them-
selves with mining gear. 
They did not immedi-
ately fare well. Even-
tually, however, their 
claim produced enough 
gold for Colton to repay 
the loan his father had 
made to him. Shortly 
thereafter, Colton con-
tracted  typhoid fever, 
which lasted six weeks 
and left him too fatigued 
to mine. He went to San 
Francisco and from there 
took passage to Portland 
in the Oregon Territory. 
There Colton joined a 
group of miners in an 
expedition into northern 
California that arrived 
at Yreka Flats in pres-
ent day Siskiyou County, 
California. 

Yreka Flats had its 
county seat in Shasta 
City. There was an ab-
sence of formal law en-
forcement, and miners 
gravitated toward their 
own method of summa-

ry justice that involved 
whippings and lynch-
ings. The miners of the 
area initiated a county 
incorporation effort in 
the spring of 1851. That 
movement ultimately 
led to the election of Da-
vid Colton as Siskiyou 

Camp they came across 
a group of squawmen - 
white men cohabitating 
with Indian women. One 
of the men was a dan-
gerous character by the 
name of Vail, who would 
later serve a term in 
prison. The squawmen 
threatened to free Chief 
Chinook, but under the 
cover of darkness later 
that night, Colton and his 
companions were able to 
skulk away with their 
captive. When they fi-
nally reached their camp, 
Chief Chinook was tried 
by a miners' court for the 
murders, found guilty 
and sentenced to be 
hanged.

The hanging of Chief 
Chinook was riddled 
with miscues. A butch-
er’s gallows was used for 
the hanging. When none 
of the miners was will-
ing to place the noose 
around the chief's neck, 
another Indian was cho-
sen to do so. Because he 
was somewhat shorter 
than the chief, to place 
the noose properly he had 
to climb on the chief's 
back. The chief resisted 
by taking hold of the 
noose with his teeth. To 
assist, one of the miners 
braced his knee against 
the chief's chest, and 
pulled the noose from 
his teeth, breaking some 
of the chief's teeth. Upon 
the removal of the plank 
upon which the chief was 
standing, his foot caught 
on a rope supporting the 
plank. After much dif-
ficulty, the rope was cut 
and the execution was 
completed.

Siskiyou County was 
incorporated in 1852, at 
which time  Ferris had 
joined his friend Colton 
at Yreka Flats. Together, 
Colton and Ferris would 
play important roles in 
the new government. 
The first county elec-
tions were held in May 
1852. Ferris was elected 
county clerk and Colton, 
who had distinguished 
himself in the capture of 
Chief Chinook, was the 
choice for sheriff. At the 
age of twenty, however, 
he was too young to hold 
office. Charles McDer-
mott was elected sheriff 
and Colton was made 

undersheriff. McDer-
mott had little interest in 
being sheriff and David 
Colton performed most 
of the duties. At the next 
general election, Sept. 
7, 1853, Colton, now 
old enough, was elected 
sheriff over two other 
candidates, receiving 
827 out of 1,457 votes 
cast.

In December 1853 
David Colton returned 
to Galesburg in Illinois 
at taxpayers' expense, 
ostensibly to apprehend 
a fugitive and return him 
to California. Having 
established himself as 
a leading citizen of Sis-
kiyou County, he again 
proposed to Ellen White 
and she consented. Their 
wedding was performed 
by the Reverend George 
Washington Gale at the 
local church, March 1, 
1854. They returned to 
California by way of 
Panama in April 1854, 
but without the fugitive 
Colton was supposed to 
be pursuing. The fugi-
tive had been in Sac-
ramento all the time, it 
turned out. Nevertheless, 
Colton billed the state 
for $1,723 for expenses 
that were paid by an act 
of the state legislature. 

David and Ellen 
Colton had two daugh-
ters, Helen, born in 
1854, and Carrie, born 
eighteen months later in 
1856. Helen would mar-
ry Crittenden Thornton, 
an attorney, who later 
became a justice on the 
state Supreme Court. 
Carrie married Daniel 
Cook, a prosperous min-
ing engineer but died 
childless a few years af-
ter the marriage. 

In 1855, Colton and 
Ferris, in partnership 
with three other men, 
purchased the first news-
paper in Yreka, renam-
ing it the Yreka Union. 
Initially it was agreed 
the paper would be po-
litically independent but 
Colton and Ferris, being 
ardent Democrats, devi-
ated from their stated 
ideal and the paper took 
on a decidedly pro-Dem-
ocrat slant. 

David Colton at that 
point acquired the rank 
of brigadier general in 

the Siskiyou Co. branch 
of the California State 
Militia. That brigade 
was organized in 1855, 
being composed of 75 
men and staff officers. 
The most significant 
duty as a brigade oc-
curred during the Modoc 
War of 1856 when sev-
eral more miners were 
killed by Indians. The 
militia was activated and 
initiated a campaign of 
pacification. The total 
force amounted to about 
200 men and included 
Colton’s 2nd Brigade. 
The war, consisting of a 
series of skirmishes in 
which the men provided 
their own horses, food 
and weapons, resulted in 
the death of three militia-
men, the death of a Mo-
doc woman during the 
destruction of a Modoc 
village and the wound-
ing of several Modoc 
men. Peace was secured 
after Chief Schonchin 
agreed to restrain his 
people.

Toward the end of his 
term as sheriff in 1857, 
Colton ran for state Sen-
ate as the Democratic 
candidate, losing when 
his questionable journey 
to Illinois to get married 
at taxpayer expense be-
came a campaign issue. 

Colton was involved 
as a principal in three 
duels or near duels. The 
first arose from rivalry 
between local Demo-
crats and Whigs. Colton 
and a southern Whig 
almost shot it out when 
Colton accepted the of-
fer to duel. Hiram Ferris 
intervened, and the duel 
was called off. The sec-
ond near duel had Colton 
as the challenger with 
his opponent for the state 
Senate in 1857. Whether 
the duel was ever fought 
or not is not known. The 
last duel occurred in ear-
ly 1858 between the local 
coroner and Colton over 
an article that appeared 
in Colton’s Yreka Union. 
Because dueling was il-
legal in California, ar-
rangements were made 
for the two men to face 
off in Oregon, just north 
of the California border, 
at forty paces with Mis-

avoid the risk of chol-
era, a common and fatal 
disease among wagon 
trains, they decided to 
take their chances and 
crossed the remaining 
1,500 miles on their own 
to California.

Leaving Kanesville 

County sheriff.
An incident that led 

to his eventual selec-
tion as sheriff involved 
a group of Klamath In-
dians, who under the 
leadership of Chief Chi-
nook, killed two miners. 
Colton later related to a 
newspaper reporter that 
he and a companion, not 
yet knowing of the mur-
ders, entered Klamath 
village and noticed Chief 
Chinook was wearing 
clothing and carrying 
firearms belonging to 
the miners. Colton and 
his companion surmised 
the miners must have 
been killed by the Indi-
ans, but they kept their 
silence and returned to 
camp. They informed 
the rest of the camp and 
a group of miners, in-
cluding Colton, went in 
search of Chief Chinook 
and his band of Indians. 
They were found and a 
gun battle ensued. Sev-
eral Indians were killed, 
but Chief Chinook es-
caped. Colton led two 
volunteers in pursuit and 
after a lengthy search, 
the chief was captured. 
While returning the 
chief to the miners' 
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all score. In addition, 
CSI had the strongest 

financial stability of all 
proposers, and provided 
references demonstrat-
ing its project experi-
ence with other agencies 
having similar volume 

and time constraints for 
historic redaction (back 
files) as the county’s 
project. 

Under the recom-
mended contract, CSI 

will not charge the coun-
ty for redaction of cur-
rent filings of  up to 2.5 
million pages per year 
for the initial term of the 
contract, which is antici-

pated to be sufficient to 
address the volume of re-
corded documents con-
taining social security 
numbers, which is cur-
rently estimated at 2.0 

million pages per year. 
In the event the daily re-
daction volume  exceeds 
2.5 million pages per 
year, or if the one-year 
options are exercised at 
the end of the contract’s 
initial three year term, 
the cost per page will be 
$0.012. This rate was the 
lowest among all the pro-
posers.” 

Unexplained in Drae-
ger’s report/recom-
mendation was why his 
December 2013 glow-
ing recommendation of 
PFA, including its abil-
ity to provide redaction 
services, was no longer 
operative. When pointed 
questions relating to that 
change were raised by 
the public at this week’s 
board meeting, Draeger 
did not provide a sub-
stantive response.

“We put our request 
for proposals for vendor 
response,” Draeger said. 
“We had a competitive 
process. The Florida 
company was the low 
bidder and best perform-
er,” he said. 

an accessory after the 
fact.

All three defendants 
were arraigned on a 
four-count indictment 
November 13 in United 
States District Court.

The indictment, which 
was returned by a federal 
grand jury on November 
7 and unsealed on No-
vember 13, alleges that 
Yanez and Vega, while 
employed by Loomis on 
June 27 were transport-
ing a multimillion dol-

lar shipment of cash for 
Bank of America when 
they stopped in a park-
ing lot on West Adams 
Boulevard in Los Ange-
les. Vega electronically 
opened the rear doors of 
the armored car, which 
allowed Yanez to access 
the cash storage area of 
the vehicle.  Yanez re-
moved $1,086,000 in 
cash from the armored 
car and placed it into a 
trash can that had been 
left in the parking lot 
by an as-yet-unidenti-
fied person, who later 
picked up the trash can 
and recovered the stolen 

money. Later, Guzman 
allegedly delivered some 
of the stolen money to 
Vega.

Yanez and Vega are 
each charged with con-
spiracy to commit bank 
larceny and bank larce-
ny. Additionally, Yanez 
and Guzman are charged 
with possession of bank 
larceny proceeds, and 
Guzman is charged as 
an accessory after the 
fact to hinder and pre-
vent her co-defendants’ 
apprehension, trial, and 
punishment.

According to Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Justin 

Rhoades, who is pros-
ecuting Yanez, Vega and 
Guzman, only $116,000 
of the loot from the ca-
per has been recovered 
so far. Some $25,000 of 
that money was retrieved 
by an informant working 
with the FBI on the case, 
Rhodes said. Roughly 
$91,000 was discovered 
to be in the possession of 
Yanez, Rhodes said. 

“More than $900,000 
is still missing,” Rhoades 
told the Sentinel.

Loomis discovered 
the money was missing 
shortly after the theft oc-
curred, Rhoades said, but 

both Yanez and Vega re-
mained at liberty for the 
more than four months 
following the disappear-
ance of the money until 
their arrests.  

If they are convicted 
of the offenses alleged 
in the indictment, Yanez 
would face a statutory 
maximum sentence of 
25 years in federal pris-
on; Vega would face up 
to 15 years; and Guzman 
could be sentenced to as 
much as 15 years in cus-
tody. Additionally, each 
of the defendants could 
be ordered to pay fines of 
as much as two times the 

loss suffered by Bank of 
America.

Rhoades told the Sen-
tinel that Yanez faces a 
stiffer sentence because 
he is charged with hav-
ing taken possession of 
the money and distribut-
ing it after the theft. 

The investigation into 
the theft of bank funds 
was conducted by the 
Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and the Los An-
geles Police Department.

Rhoades said an in-
vestigation into the 
whereabouts of the yet 
unrecovered money is 
ongoing.

sissippi Yager rifles. On 
the afternoon of Febru-
ary 9, 1858 their seconds 
and a host of spectators 
gathered but before shots 
were fired, friends of the 
combatants urged a rec-
onciliation. His oppo-
nent withdrew and there 
is yet a dispute over who 
made the first peace of-
fer.

In November, 1856, 
Hiram Ferris returned 
to Illinois. Having lost 

his bid for state Sen-
ate, Colton in 1858 de-
parted to Albany, New 
York, where he studied 
law, reading the state’s 
civil and penal codes in 
the office of an already 
practicing attorney, a 
common form of legal 
education at the time. He 
struck up a partnership 
with another law stu-
dent, Ralph C. Harrison, 
who had served in the 
Connecticut Legislature.  
After the completion of 
his legal studies, Colton, 
his family and Harrison 
moved to San Francisco. 

Colton brought a law li-
brary he had purchased 
in Albany and was au-
thorized to practice law 
in California by the state 
Supreme Court on Oc-
tober 3, 1859. Shortly 
thereafter, he and Har-
rison entered into a joint 
law practice in San Fran-
cisco. Harrison handled 
most of the legal work 
while Colton devoted his 
energies to politics and 
business dealings. “Why 
sit around waiting for 
a $50 fee when a smart 
trader can go out and 
make $500 in half the 

time?” Colton said. 
Through many trans-

actions, David Colton 
ultimately became a 
wealthy man. At the 
same time, the Demo-
cratic Party in Califor-
nia, of which he was a 
part, lost much of its 
power and backing as a 
result of the Civil War. In 
the gubernatorial cam-
paign of 1863, the party 
split into two wings, the 
Colton Party, so called 
because of a movement 
to endorse David Colton 
for governor or as a US 
Senator, and the Buchan-

an/Breckenridge faction. 
Slavery was a big issue 
dividing the party. When 
Colton called for a state 
convention, only a dozen 
supporters showed up. 
Three hundred had been 
expected. Recogniz-
ing that the Democratic 
Party had dwindled 
away to next to nothing 
in the political atmo-
sphere of slavery and the 
Civil War, David Colton 
withdrew from active 
involvement in state 
politics, but remained a 
Democrat until he died.

In 1865, at the end of 

the Civil War, the Colton 
family left San Francis-
co for a two year vaca-
tion, traveling through 
England, Europe, Tur-
key, Egypt and the Holy 
Land. While Colton had 
experienced political 
disappointment during 
the Civil War years, his 
mining and real estate 
investments proved to 
be highly profitable. He 
was president and major 
owner of the Amador 
gold mine, which yielded 
a half-million dollars an-

David Colton  from   
page 5
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sponsible unto itself. The 
city of San Bernardino 
has to step up and meet 
their obligation and help 
us to help them. If that 
does not happen then all 
of the best efforts will 
fail.” 

Gonzales, asked what 

liability the county 
would have if the project 
fell apart and, in such a 
circumstance, if it would 
jeopardize “our high sta-
tus with HUD at the fed-
eral level.” 

Deveraux said, ”The 
county is held in good 
stead by the Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development. I do think 
that if we were fortunate 
enough to be awarded a 
Promise Zone designa-

tion and failed to come 
together as a community 
and work in a way that 
led to improvement, we 
would fall somewhat in 
the eyes of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development. Hav-
ing said that, I can tell 
you that given the nature 
of the leadership at the 
table, I think there is a 
very high likelihood of 
success. With the level of 
commitment they have 

demonstrated and the 
initiative they have put 
forth, those problems are 
going to take place and, 
I think, will be able to 
succeed. If the funding 
that will be available if 
the Promise Zone comes 
through, it would only 
help all of them be able 
to succeed at a higher 
level.”

In a separate action 
pertaining to a coopera-
tive endeavor involving 
the county’s housing 
authority and one of the 
entities involved in the 
Promise Zone applica-
tion, National Com-
munity Renaissance, 
also known as National 
CORE, the board of 
supervisors approved 
a consent to joint rep-
resentation and waiver 
of potential conflict of 
interest arising out of 
the representation of the 
county of San Bernardi-
no by Goldfarb & Lip-
man LLP. 

That item pertained to 
the approval of the Val 9 

Apartments affordable
housing project in 

San Bernardino. The 
county’s Department of 
Community Develop-
ment and Housing is 
partnering with Housing 
Partners I, Incorporated 
and National Commu-
nity Renaissance on the 
project. Both of those 
entities are existing cli-
ents of the Goldfarb 
and Lipman firm as is 
the county’s housing 
authority.  The county 
intends to use Goldfarb 
& Lipman’s ’s services 
to negotiate and prepare 
documents relating to its 
participation, through 
the HOME Investment 
Partnership program, in 
the financing of the Val 
9 Apartments affordable 
housing development. 
Accordingly, the board 
of supervisors consented 
to a waiver as to the po-
tential conflict growing 
out of this triple repre-
sentation. 

Such a potential con-
flict, and a need for a 

waiver, will ensue if the 
Promise Zone status 
is granted to San Ber-
nardino, and the county 
partners with National 
CORE in an endeavor 
growing out of that pro-
gram. 

County Leading 
In Effort To Get 
“Promise Zone 
Status For SB  from  
page 3

nually and his San Fran-
cisco properties brought 
in rents totaling $3,000 
monthly.

In 1872 Colton built a 
stately mansion on San 
Francisco's Nob Hill. 

stocked with works of 
English literature. The 
house became some-
thing of a showplace and 
several architects and 
artists considered it to be 
one of the most artistic 
dwellings in San Fran-
cisco. It was recognized 
as “the second grandest” 

railroad. They became 
fabulously wealthy in 
the process.  Colton and 
Crocker became ac-
quainted and, in time, 
friends and business as-
sociates. 

In 1870, Colton ac-
companied Crocker to 
the Rocky Mountain 
Coal & Iron Co. in Colo-
rado. Crocker’s intent 
was to get Colton to in-
vest in the yet undevel-
oped company. Colton 
recognized the poten-
tial, with trains needing 
coal for fuel, and he told 
Crocker he would in-
vest in its development. 
Crocker offered him 
the presidency and gen-
eral managership if he 
bought 1,000 shares of 
stock. Colton accepted 
and became president 
and general manager in 
January, 1871. Over the 
next few years Colton 
developed the company 
into an efficient and prof-
itable source of coal for 
the railroads.

In 1874 Colton joined 
a group of Nob Hill resi-
dents securing a fran-
chise from the city to 
construct and operate 
a cable car up Califor-
nia St. to the top of Nob 
Hill.. The project was 
completed in April, 1878 
and the cable car proved 

to be one of the most 
successful ventures in 
the city.

Based upon his dia-
logues with Crocker and 
his success with the San 
Francisco cable car line 
and the coal mining ven-
ture, Colton thought he 
could himself become 
a railroad magnate and 
that the Big Four would 
become the Big Five, 

1875, he was elected a 
director of Central Pacif-
ic R.R. and the following 
day he was appointed 
the company's financial 
director. Eventually he 
was detailed to work on 
projects related to the  
Southern Pacific Rail-
road, which had been 
purchased by the Big 
Four in 1868 and merged 
with the Central Pacific 
in 1870. Colton worked 
tirelessly in his capacity 
with the newly-formed 
company, overseeing the 
effort to build a second 
transcontinental rail-
road, one that converted 
the track from the rail-
road once controlled by 
the Confederacy and 
which would represent 
a southern route into the 
lower part of California 
with a dual terminus in 
Los Angeles and San Di-
ego. Meanwhile, the Big 
Four reaped the rewards 
of his efforts without en-
gaging in anywhere near 
the level of effort he was 
making.

As vice president of 
the Southern Pacific 
R.R., in October 1874 
Colton attended a meet-
ing in San Bernardino, 
with Crocker. Residents 
there wanted the railroad 
to pass through the city 
but a line through the 

county seat would have 
been off the most direct 
route and prohibitively 
expensive to maintain. A 
stretch of land southwest 
of San Bernardino was 
the most likely site for 
the location of a South-
ern Pacific train station 
and so it was the town of 
Colton came to be. The 
townsite is said to have 
been named Colton by 
officials of the railroad 
in honor of David Douty 
Colton. 

On August 1, 1875, a 
Southern Pacific train, 
the first to enter the San 
Bernardino basin, ar-
rived at the new station 
house at the foot of pres-
ent day 9th Street in the 
city of Colton, and as a 
town, the place was in 
business.

In August 1878, Da-
vid Colton, then in 
residence at his Mount 
Diablo Ranch, sustained 
an injury while riding 
a young, unruly horse, 
which rolled over on him. 
At first, the injury was 
thought to be minor and 
his wife and daughter 
Carrie left for a planned 
trip to New York. The in-
jury, however, involved 
ruptured blood vessels 

Located on the north-
west corner of California 
and Taylor Streets, it was 
built on a half city block 
at a cost of $75,000, it 
was constructed of wood 
and painted white, pat-
terned after a white 
marble palace in Italy. 
The interior was deco-
rated with works of art 
and antique furniture 
acquired during his two 
year travels and con-
tained a large library 

dwelling in San Francis-
co, the nicest being that 
of his neighbor, Charles 
Crocker, the banker who 
had been one of the Big 
Four – himself, Mark 
Hopkins, Leland Stan-
ford and Collis Hunting-
ton. The Big Four had 
built the Central Pacific 
Railroad, which when it 
jointed the Union Pacific 
in Promontory, Utah in 
1869 formed the nation’s 
first transcontinental 

The Colton Mansion in San  Francisco. The 
Crocker Mansion is in the left background

with him as the fifth 
member. 

In 1874, after the 
panic of 1873, Colton 
became associated with 
the directors and prin-
cipal stockholders of 
the Central Pacific R.R. 
He signed a promissory 
note for $1,000,000 pay-
able in gold coin, and in 
exchange was made a 
co-director of the most 
powerful corporation in 
the American West and 
gained the opportunity 
to share in the financial 
profits. On August 30, 
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Current Adelanto 
Council Okays 
Two More Prisons
from front page 

Can-Am Auto Salvage
Top Dollar Paid For Your Clunker!

Get a down payment on your new car by making a 
sensible and lucrative departure from your old one.

We operate in an environmentally responsible manner. 

1125 E California St, Ontario                   (909) 983-9695

Family Trust and Mara-
natha Prison Systems; 
and the federal correc-
tional complex located 
on the Adelanto-Victor-
ville border. 

The council twice 
voted, the first time by a 
3-2 margin with Wright 
and councilman Steve 
Baisden in opposition 
and the second time by 
a 4-1 margin with coun-
cilman Jermaine Wright 
dissenting, to approve 
the development agree-
ments to construct both 
the Geo Group  and the 
LCS Holdings projects. 

The question now is 
whether those votes will 
hold up for a required 
second vote of the coun-
cil, which is to come af-
ter the three new mem-
bers of the council are 
sworn in. 

On December 10, 
Mayor Cari Thomas is to 
be replaced by Rich Kerr 
and incumbent council-
men Baisden and Charles 
Valvo are to be displaced 
by Charley Glasper, a 
former councilman, and 

John Woodard.
During the election 

and immediately thereaf-
ter, Kerr gave indication 
he was opposed to the 
LCS Holdings proposal. 
He has since softened in 
that regard, indicating he 
will entertain arguments 
that the project would 
provide economic ben-
efit to the community. 

LCS’s proposal had 
been endorsed by the 
planning commission 
prior to the council vote 
this week. The planning 
commission, however, 
had rejected the Geo 
Group proposal.

Because the planning 
commission’s approval 
of the LCS project ren-
dered it the one most 
likely to garner approval 
at the council level, over 
the last two weeks it had 
become the focus of a 
not insubstantial protest 
against the construction 
of more prison facilities 
in general and in Adelan-
to in particular. A group 
calling itself Defund De-
tention has been very ac-
tive in the last fortnight, 
seeking to convince Ad-
elanto city officials that  
constructing more de-
tention facilities in a city 

that already has three 
is not in the city’s long 
term interest, no matter 
what economic benefits 
might be derived from 
hosting such facilities. In 
addition to arguing that 
the proliferation of pris-
ons in Adelanto is harm-
ing the city’s image, De-
fund Detention asserts 
that public sentiment and 
rehabilitative theory is 
moving away from in-
carceration as a cure for 
social ills. One of those 
involved in Defend De-
tention, Victoria Mena, 
maintains that Califor-
nia residents on general 
principle are opposed to 
the construction of more 
jails and are against the 
proliferation of privately-
run detention facilities. 
Adelanto residents want 
no more jails, prisons or 
detention facilities built 
in their community, she 
insisted.  She asserts that 
California residents, in 
passing Proposition 47, 
which is aimed at reduc-
ing property and drug 
crimes from a felony to 
a misdemeanor status 
in order to reduce jail 
crowding, have initiated 
a trend against detention 
facility construction. 

Warehousing large num-
bers of criminals in the 
community will compro-
mise public safety, Mena 
asserts.

Another anti-prison 
activist, Sarai Herrera, 
said that detention fa-
cilities are little more 
than “cages” for human 
beings and that the city 
has grown to be part of a 
“Prison Industrial Com-
plex.”

The vote in favor of 
the Geo Group project, 
overriding the planning 
commission and staff 
recommendation against 
it, came after Geo CEO 
George Foley made his 
appeal to the council 
while a cadre of current 
Geo employees dressed 
in khaki prison guard 
uniforms and company 
executives were present 
to support him. “We are 
trying to bring econom-
ic benefits to this city,” 
Zoley said. “We bought 
your former empty facil-
ity for $28 million, and 
I think those proceeds 
have been used over the 
last several years to this 
community’s benefit.” 
Zoley called the proposal 
for a second facility to be 
owned and operated by 

his company “a continu-
ation” of the previously 
established relationship 
between Geo and Adel-
anto. 

Wright and Baisden 
sought to delay a vote on 
the proposal until next 
month, but the remain-
der of the council chose 
to vote on the project im-
mediately. 

The vote in favor of 
LCS Holdings’ proposal 
represented an important 
element needed to bring 
the Los Angeles County 
inmate overflow holding 
facility project to frui-
tion. 

In May, the two prin-
cipals behind LCS, 
Newport Beach-based 
developer Buck Johns 
and Corrections Cor-
poration of America 
Founder Doctor Crants 
of Nashville, Tennessee, 
presented the plan to al-
leviate crowding in Los 
Angeles County’s deten-
tion facilities to the Los 
Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors. Johns and 
Crants told the board the 
project would save Los 
Angeles County $674 
million in capital costs 
and could be in place to 
receive inmates in two 

years. Johns and Crants 
are asking Los Angeles 
County for no capital 
contributions toward the 
project, but want a com-
mitment from the coun-
ty that it will house its 
overflow inmates there 
for 20 years at a cost of 
$88 per inmate per day, 
or roughly $104 million 
per year.

Los Angeles County, 
the largest county popu-
lation-wise in California, 
has been hit particularly 
hard by the mandates in 
Assembly Bill 109, leg-
islation aimed at closing 
California’s so-called 
“revolving door” of low-
level inmates cycling in 
and out of state prisons. 
Assembly Bill 109 was 
drafted in an effort to 
comply with a U.S. Su-
preme Court order to 
reduce the number of 
inmates in the state’s 33 
prisons to 137.5 percent 
of original design capac-
ity. The law sent inmates 
deemed low risk – those 
who were convicted of 
non-violent offenses – 
back to the county where 
they were convicted for 
incarceration.

Adelanto, which is 
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T W E N T Y N I N E 
PALMS — Veteran city 
manager Andrew Taka-
ta has replaced Chad 
Mayes as chief of staff 
for Second District San 
Bernardino County Su-
pervisor Janice Ruther-
ford.

Mayes departed as 
Rutherford’s senior staff 
member as a result of 
his victory November 4 
in the 42 Assembly Dis-
trict race. Mayes will 
depart for Sacramento 
next month. Rutherford, 
who is the chairwoman 
of the board of supervi-
sors, could not afford to 
have her office without 
executive direction, and 
Takata began with her 
office November 19. 

What is the county’s 
and the Second Dis-

trict’s gain is however 
the city of Twentynine 
Palms’ loss. For the sec-
ond time in five months, 
Takata left a municipal-
ity he headed  in the 
lurch. Since June, Takata 
had served as the city of 
Twentynine Palms’ city 
manager. After Mayes’ 
victory, a representative 
from Rutherford’s of-
fice approached Takata 
and he accepted the job 
offer and the quick start 

up date. In this way his 
departure from Twen-
tynine Palms was unex-
pected and abrupt. 

This spring, Takata 
was working as the in-
terim city manager in 
Calexico. On June 4, the 
Calexico City Council 
voted to extend Takata’s 
contract as interim city 
manager, staking him 
to a six month contract 
running until Novem-
ber 30.  On May 13, the 
Twentynine Palms City 
Council terminated Joe 
Guzzetta as city man-
ager and began to cast 
about in an effort to land 
a replacement. On June 
10, Twentynine Palms 
offered Takata the city 
manager’s position there 
and he accepted, giving 
Calexico seven day’s no-

tice the following day. 
On June 16, when he was 
contacted by the Senti-
nel, Takata said he was 
leaving Calexico as of 
June 19 and that he was 
free to do so because “I 
never signed the con-
tract.”

In Twentynine Palms, 
as late as November 7 
Takata was earnestly at 
work on that city’s be-
half, working on recruit-
ing a lobbyist to represent 
the city in Sacramento 
and Washington, D.C.; 
collaborating with the 
Twentynine Palms Water 
District, which oversees 
the Twentynine Palms 
Fire Department, on a 
future joint city/district 
management/operating 
model for the fire de-
partment; and drawing 

up plans for new traffic 
signals on Twentynine 
Palms Highway at Ence-
lia Avenue and Lear Av-
enue.

Before the weekend 
was out, however, mem-
bers of the Twentynine 
Palms City Council had 
been informed that Taka-
ta’s last day with the city 
would be November 18. 

The council adjourned 
into closed session on 
November 12 to discuss 
finding his replacement.

It is noteworthy that 
with Mayes and now 
with Takata, Rutherford 
has tapped chiefs of staff 
who are political/govern-
mental creatures of the 
Morongo Basin, which 
lies more than 60 miles 
from the heart of the 
Second District. Mayes 

lives in and was a former 
mayor/city councilman 
in Yucca Valley. Takata 
was city manager in 
Yucca Valley from 2004 
to 2010 and owns a sec-
ond home there. He was 
city manager in Banning 
in Riverside County as 
well, from 2010 until 
February of this year. 
The Second District en-
compasses Upland north 
of Foothill Boulevard, 
San Antonio Heights, 
Rancho Cucamonga, 
the west half of Fontana, 
Devore, Lytle Creek, 
and the entire Rim of 
the World mountain 
communities in the San 
Bernardino Mountains 
from Cedarpines Park to 
Green Valley Lake. 

Rutherford Taps Takata To Replace Mayes As Second District Chief Of Staff

Andrew Takata

County Keeps On Giving: Probationers Get Another $16K Worth Of  Gift Cards
The county board of 

supervisors this month 
augmented by $16,110 
its previously approved 
program of providing 
probationers and juve-
nile offenders overseen 
by the probation depart-
ment with prepaid gift 
cards.

Based upon a recom-

mendation by county 
chief probation officer 
Michelle Scray Brown 
and presented by deputy 
chief probation officer 
Scott Frymire, the board 
okayed the additional 
expenditure in a total 
amount not to exceed 
$16,110 as a means to 
“maintain public safety 

and provide for the health 
and social services needs 
of county residents.

According to Frymire, 
“Each year, the proba-
tion department provides 
probationers and juve-
niles with a variety of 
prepaid cards as incen-
tive and supportive de-
vices. The use of prepaid 

cards allows the proba-
tion department to re-
ward juveniles for good 
behavior and to assist 
probationers in attend-
ing mandatory meetings 
by supplying bus passes. 
The probation depart-
ment also uses prepaid 
gift cards to assist ju-
venile probationers in 

the Independent Living 
Program. This program 
provides basic life skills, 
career exploration and 
job readiness prepara-
tion for probation youth 
who have been in out-of-
home placement. In this 
program, the youth learn 
skills that prepare them 
to transition to adult-

hood and living on their 
own.”

In June, the board of 
supervisors approved 
the probation depart-
ment’s request to pur-
chase $250,865 of pre-
paid cards for 2014-15.  
Frymire said an uptick 
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

 Coroner case #701408641 On 11/19/2014 at about 6:00 pm the San Bernardino County Sheriff Department received a call referencing a loud explosion in the 3300 
block of Gray St. in Muscoy.  Deputies responded to the residence to find an explosion had occurred.  A Hispanic male adult, Adrian Curiel, a 61 year-old resident 
of Chino [112014 1456 SY]   was found deceased in the debris at approximately 6:57 pm.  The San Bernardino County Sheriff Department Bomb & Arson Division 
is investigating the incident.  [112014 0857 SY] 

Coroner case #701408520  On  11/15/2014, at about 2:39 AM, deputies from the Morongo Sheriff's Station responded to reports of a fight in the 7500 block of Palm 
Ave., in Yucca Valley.  Twenty-four year-old Yucca Valley resident Justin Alexander Zimmerle was transported to Desert Regional Medical Center in Palm Springs 
with superficial stab wounds.  Just after 10:00 AM Zimmerle suffered cardiac arrest and was subsequently pronounced dead at 11:07 AM.  The San Bernardino 
Sheriff Homicide Detail in investigating this incident. [111814 0824 SY] 

Coroner case #701408493  Thirty-five year-old San Bernardino resident George Armando Ramirez died 11/13/2014 as a result of an officer-involved shooting 
with officers from the LA IMPACT team  in the 1000 block of East Rialto Avenue in San Bernardino. San Bernardino Police Department Homicide detectives are 
investigating this incident. [111814 1545 SY] 

Coroner case #701408530  On 11/16/14, at 4:15 am, Randy Rader, age 37 of Barstow, was the front right passenger in a 2006 Chevrolet service (tow) vehicle, that 
was westbound I-40, one mile east of A Street in Daggett. The vehicle rear-ended a tractor-trailer in the number one westbound lane. Rader died at scene. California 
Highway Patrol (CHP) – Barstow office is investigating the collision. [111714 0146 TC] 

Coroner case #701408549  On 11/16/14, at approximately 6:00 P.M., deputies from the Victor Valley Sheriff’s Station were called to the 11800 block of Cam-
bridge St., Adelanto, regarding a fight call and a possible shooting. Deputies arrived at approximately 6:05 P.M., and found a 22 year-old male resident of El Mirage 
suffering from upper body trauma. The man was transported to Victor Valley Global Medical Center, where he was pronounced dead. Investigators from the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department, Homicide Detail, responded to the scene and are conducting the investigation. [111714 0145 TC] Name released: Frank 
Bentello Whitehall [111814 1534 SY] 

which eventually pro-
duced abscesses. Doc-
tors opened three of the 
abscesses hoping they 
would heal, but the op-
eration resulted in blood 
poisoning. During the 
next few hours his con-
dition deteriorated. Mrs. 
Colton and Carrie were 
advised by telegram to 
return to San Francisco 

as quickly as possible. 
Ralph Harrison, Colton's 
former law partner, was 
summoned to draft a 
will. Colton hung on for 
several weeks, and at one 
point seemed to rally, 
but he took a turn for the 
worse and it became ap-
parent to his doctors that 
recovery was hopeless. 
Several of his closest 
friends kept vigil around 
his deathbed in the sec-
ond floor bedroom of the 
Colton Mansion in San 

Francisco. 
He lapsed into uncon-

sciousness. In October 
his vital signs were so 
weak the doctors had dif-
ficulty determining if he 
still lived. On Wednes-
day, October 9, 1878 he 
was pronounced dead.

In death, Colton would 
have almost as much of 
an impact on California 
history as he did in life.  
The Big Four had outma-
neuvered him, holding 
out the promise of riches 

and a place at the table 
for him as a full partner, 
but ultimately withhold-
ing that prize. The Big 
Four never became the 
Big Five. Instead, his 
legacy was that Colton, 
one of Southern Cali-
fornia’s railroad towns, 
would be named after 
him. To this day, Colton 
remains a railroad town, 
with numerous railroad 
overpasses that would 
require a billion dollars 
or more in today’s dol-

lars to replicate. After 
his death, his wife, at-
tempting to extract from 
the Southern Pacific 
Railroad that portion of 
her husband’s holding 
she felt were due her, 
ended up in a protracted 
legal battle against the 
Big Four and their heirs. 
Ultimately, she failed in 
her effort to obtain one 
fifth of the company and 
its profits. In the course 
of the litigation, she had 
entered into evidence let-

ters sent to her husband 
from Collis Huntington. 
Many of those letters 
revealed the degree to 
which Crocker, Hopkins, 
Huntington and Stanford 

routinely used bribery as 
a tool, particularly with 
regard to the California 
and Arizona Territorial 
legislatures to achieve 
their ends. An enterpris-
ing newspaper publisher 
– William Randolph 
Hearst – gave the letters 
prominent play in the 
San Francisco Examiner 
and the New York Jour-
nal. The result was that 
the Big Four’s reputa-
tions – particularly those 
of Stanford and Hunting-
ton – were trashed. In re-
sponse, Stanford and his 
wife founded Stanford 
University, ostensibly 
named after their de-
ceased son, as a ploy to 
rehabilitate the Stanford 
name. And Henry Hun-
tington, Collis Hunting-
ton’s nephew and heir, 
established the Hunting-
ton Library, likewise to 
resurrect positive as-
sociations, rather than 
negative ones, with the 
Huntington name. 

Collis Huntington

David Colton 
from page 7
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There is an animal in 
the forest who is high-
ly misunderstood and 

8 ft long nose-to-tail and 
females average 7 ft.  Of 
this length, about 25 to 
37 inches, is the length 
of the tail. Cougars use 
their long tails for bal-
ance, maneuvering rocky 
outcroppings and moun-
tains, as well as, warmth 
for a cold winter’s night 
in high altitudes.

Tawny in color, and 
sleek of body, this feline 
is easily recognized in 
the wild.  Its powerful 
forequarters, neck, and 

ful leap onto the back of 
its prey and a suffocat-
ing neck bite. The cou-
gar is capable of break-
ing the neck of some of 
its smaller prey with a 
strong bite and momen-
tum bearing the animal 
to the ground.  It’s not 
unusual for a cougar to 
bury its kill, and return 
to feed on it over a num-
ber of days.  Large prey 
can last a cougar every 
one or two weeks. How-
ever, during the raising 

sheep, as well as cattle, 
horses and sheep. This 
cat prefers habitats with 
dense underbrush and 
rocky areas for stalking, 
but can also live in open 
areas. The cougar is ter-
ritorial and survives at 
low population densi-
ties. Individual territory 
sizes depend on terrain, 
vegetation, and abun-
dance of prey. Life ex-
pectancy can range from 
8 to 13 years in the wild. 
However, in areas where 
large prey like deer 
and big horn sheep are 
scarce, many yearlings 
cannot survive, starv-
ing to death. It is not un-
usual for sanctuaries like 
Wildhaven Ranch to re-
ceive spottings of young 
lions found in pools in 
the desert drinking wa-
ter and hoping to capture 
prey at the “watering 
hole”.  We have great 
compassion for these in-
credible creatures of the 
wild. We promote the 
understanding that these 

greatly feared, and that 
is the mountain lion. Be-
ing known for its prow-
ess and hunting skills, 
the cat lives a solitary 
life and is a trophy game 
animal in many states.  
Yet mystery surrounds 
the life and nature of 
this marvelous creature.  
Powerful enough to take 
down its prey in short 
order, this feline is a for-
midable predator.  How-
ever, in our urban envi-
ronment, it struggles to 
stay alive.

The cougar (Puma 
concolor), also known as 
the puma, mountain lion, 
panther, or catamount, is 
a large cat of the fam-
ily Felidae native to the 
Americas and the great-
est of any large wild ter-
restrial mammal in the 
Western Hemisphere.  
Mountain lion males can 
weigh up to 220 lbs and 
females can weigh up to 
140 lbs. Adult cougars 
stand about 24 to 35 in 
tall at the shoulders. 
Adult males are around 

jaw serve to grasp and 
hold large prey. It has 
five retractable claws 
on its forepaws four on 
its hind paws. The larg-
er front feet and claws 
are designed to clutch 
prey.  Cougars are well 
known for their screams 
but sometimes they hiss, 
growl, purr, as well as 
chirp and whistle. 

An excellent stalk-
and-ambush predator, 
the cougar pursues a 
wide variety of prey. It 
stalks through brush and 
trees, across ledges, or 
other covered spots, be-
fore delivering a power-

of young, kills every 
three days are normal.

Female cougars are 
fiercely protective of 
their kittens, and have 
been seen to success-

fully fight off animals as 
large as American black 
bears in their defense. 
Males are not a part of 
the process of rearing 
the young and are chased 
away soon after court-
ship. Litters between one 
and six cubs are denned 
in caves or rock alcoves. 
Young lions are expected 
to be on their own by the 
second year.

California prey in-
cludes deer and bighorn 

cats are not dangerous to 
man, unless confronted, 
or if the human runs or 
“looks like” prey on the 
run. Reclusive and avoid-
ing people, fatal attacks 
on humans are rare, and 
are a gift of beauty!

Contact Wildhaven 
Ranch for wildlife tours 
at (909)337-7389 or visit 
their website at www.
wildhavenranch.org. 
   

San Bernardino Coun-
ty’s sixth smallest city 
population-wise at 31,765 
residents, is teetering on 
the precipice of bank-
ruptcy, with little in the 
way of sales tax revenue-
generating commercial 
development. Last year 
the city council declared 
the city was in a state of 
fiscal emergency, but its 
residents have refused 
to consent to impose on 
themselves a tax that city 
officials say is needed to 
stave off bankruptcy.

Johns and Crants are 
proposing that the $332 
million cost of construct-
ing the jail, which is to 
be located on 160 acres 
on Adelanto’s eastern 
boundary, be defrayed 
with bonds issued by a 
public finance author-
ity or other agency. The 
city of Adelanto would 
own it. Once operating, 
Johns and Crants say, it 
would generate enough 
revenue to debt service 
the bonds and would 
provide the city with 
water and sewer connec-
tion fees of  $11,317,482, 
development impact 
fees of $3,713,750, pub-
lic schools impact fees 

of $215,220, and engi-
neering department fees 
of $91,046. In addition, 
Johns and Crants main-
tain the project would 
involve off-site infra-
structure installation ex-
penditures of $5,734,000 
that would be of tremen-
dous future benefit to the 
city and would create 
an estimated 3,769 con-
struction jobs and an es-
timated 1.250 permanent 
jobs once the facility is 
in place.

But Johns and Crants 
had faced something of 
a Catch-22 that held up 
progress toward the clos-
ing of a deal to get the 
project under way dur-
ing the summer. The city 
of Adelanto wanted Los 
Angeles County to make 
a two decade-long com-
mitment to housing its 
inmates at the facility 
before proceeding. Los 
Angeles County wanted 
Adelanto to commit to 
building, owning and 
running the jail before it 
gave its commitment.

Johns and Crants 
made a major stride in 
their effort when the 
Adelanto Planning Com-
mission on November 4 
endorsed the project and 
gave its recommendation 
to the city council that it 
approve the development 
agreement.  The council 

furthered their progress 
toward the goal with its 
November 19 vote. 

“We are very pleased 
with the vote and are 
looking forward to ad-
dress the new council,” 
Johns told the Sentinel 
on November 20. “We 
are hopeful of doing 
spectacular things in the 
High Desert and espe-
cially in Adelanto. We 
are most appreciative 
of the efforts put in by 
city staff and the coun-
cil members. We are de-
lighted with the 4-1 vote 
so we can now move the 
project forward.” 

Despite the council’s 
endorsement, Johns said 
the project is not a done 
deal yet. “We need a sec-
ond vote with the new 
council,” Johns said. 

“We need to confirm 
last night’s vote because 
there is a zone change 
that is part of the project. 
Zone changes require 
two votes. We are sched-
uled to come back before 
the council on December 
10. At that point, there 
will have been a change 
of three of the members 
of the council. We have 
high hopes the incom-
ing council members 
will reflect the wishes 
of the current council 
and agree that our proj-
ect represents a positive 
impact on the economic 
development and the cre-
ation of job opportunities 
in the city of Adelanto.” 

City Council Ap-
proves Two Prisons 
In Adelanto from 
page 8

-Tree Trimming -Tree Topping
-Tree Thinning -Fruit Pruning
-General Clean-Up -Hauling

Green Life Tree Service

Ask for John
(909) 532-3330  

Expert, Reasonable, Reliable, Quality Work
at a Competitive Price
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California Style
Autumn In Full Mood

By Grace Bernal

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 
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URL box and hit enter.  You can 
view the Sentinel, read individual 
articles, offer comments and search 
our archives from the convenience 
of your pc, laptop, Blackberry or 

iPhone.

This is it! The au-
tumn season is in full 
mood and it is feeling 
like the most marvelous 
time of year. Autumn in 
San Bernardino County 
has reached a nice new 
peak. People are look-
ing fashionable in black, 
gray, and the chocolate 
colors, and they're pretty 
great colors, too. Fash-
ion is very strong today, 
as is it ever. The black 
and grays are making 

the best statement this 
autumn and women are 
looking terrific. You re-
ally can’t make a any 
mistake with these col-
ors. There are some 
hints of red popping up 

ment style-wise. I have 
even run into some nice 
chocolate and gray nail 
polishes, which add to 
the neutral color effects 
of the season. Gray and 

black are extremely so-
phisticated colors, and 
there is so much you 
can do with them. Make 

sure these neutrals make 
it in your wardrobe this 
season and don't forget 
your sweater. It is truly 
the beginning of the sea-
son and it’s happening 

all over San Bernardino 
County. The feeling is 
great, the fashion is phe-
nomenal and I hope your 
festivities are enjoyable. 

in the number of juve-

nile offenders involved 
in the rehabilitation pro-
gram has necessitated 

an increase in the fund-
ing. “This request for an 
additional $16,110 ad-

dresses immediate needs 
due to more participation 
in Independent Living 
Program classes and a 
greater than anticipated 
need for bus passes in 
the general juvenile pop-
ulation,” he said. “The 
probation department 
seeks approval to pur-
chase additional prepaid 
gift cards during the re-
mainder of 2014-15 from 
the following vendors: 
$600 for 120 $5 cards 
from Jamba; $850 for 
170 $5 cards from Star-
bucks: $1,300 for 260 $5 
cards from McDonald’s; 
$1,300 for 260 $5 cards 
from In and Out;  $550 
for 110 $5 cards from 
Del Taco; $600 for 60 
$10 cards from Walmart; 
$600 for 120 $5 cards 
from Subway; $600 for 
120 $5 cards from Cold-
stone; $260 for 52 cards 

from Carl's Jr. and $6.150 
for 150 $41 monthly bus 
passes from OmniTrans 

and $1,400 for 100 $14 
weekly passes from Om-
niTrans. 

here and there but for the 
most part chocolate and 
gray are where autumn 
makes its strongest state-

"Fashion is just an-
other accessory for 
someone with great 
style" -Raif Adelberg

Gift Cards from 
page 9


