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Out As City Manager, Dunn Weighing Embarking On a Political Career

Robb Quincey

The preliminary hear-
ing for former Upland 
City Manager Robb 
Quincey will be held 
on September 10, Judge 
Bridgid McCann ruled 
this week.  

Quincey in October 
2012 was charged with 
embezzlement/falsifica-
tion by a public officer, 
conflict of interest with 
regard to a public con-
tract, and perjury. He 

pleaded not guilty to 
those charges at his ar-
raignment before Judge 
Cara Hutson in Decem-
ber 2012.

The case against 
Quincey in some mea-
sure grew out of the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
former Upland Mayor 
John Pomierski, who 
was himself indicted in 
2011 and in 2012 convict-
ed of public corruption 

charges. Pomierski was 
instrumental in hiring 
Quincey as city manager 
and maintaining him in 
that position for more 
than five years. Seven 
months after FBI agents 
served search warrants 
at Upland City Hall, at 
Pomierski’s home and 
business office and at 
the offices of several of 
Pomierski’s business as-
sociates in June 2010 and 

one month after a signifi-
cant public revelation in 

December 2010 of the 
questionable activity and 
violations of the public 
trust that had taken place 
during Pomierski’s ten 
year tenure in office, the 
Upland City Council in 
January 2011 suspend-
ed Quincey and placed 
him on paid administra-
tive leave. Four months 
later, two months after 
Pomierski’s indictment, 
Quincey was 

It appears that the 
much-delayed prelimi-
nary hearing for Dr. Ste-
phen Kinzey will begin 
on August 18, 2014, a 
full year after the court 
had scheduled the pro-
ceeding to be held.

Kinzey, a tenured 
professor of kinesiology 
at Cal State San Ber-
nardino, garnered na-
tional and international 
attention when he was 
indicted along with ten 
others and charged with 
being the kingpin in a 
methamphetamine man-
ufacturing and distribu-
tion network.

Last summer, the pro-
ceedings against Kinzey 
and the remaining defen-
dants in the case had al-
ready been continued for 
two years after the mat-
ter became public with 
a series of arrests in Au-
gust 2011. Further delays 
in the case, including 
the vacating of the most 
recently scheduled pre-
liminary hearing which 
was to have begun on 
June 2, 2014, means that 
Kinzey’s case, which in-
vited comparisons to the 
Sony Pictures Television 
production Breaking 
Bad, will not go to trial 
until at least three years 
after his arrest. 

Breaking Bad, which 
originally aired on the 
American Movie Clas-
sics network for five 
seasons from January 
20, 2008 to September 
29, 2013, was a fictional 
depiction of a struggling 
high school 

The city of Needles, 
which ranks among the 
three most economi-
cally challenged of San 
Bernardino County’s 24 
municipalities, was cut 
some slack by the county 
with regard to its expen-
ditures for basic services 
in the 2014-15 budget. 

Needles contracts 
with both the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s 
Department and the San 
Bernardino County Fire 
Department for law en-

forcement and fire pro-
tection service, respec-
tively. 

Fourteen of the coun-
ty’s cities contract with 
the sheriff’s depart-
ment for police service. 
This year, the sheriff’s 
department upped the 
price of that service, the 
department said, primar-
ily due to changes in 
workers’ compensation, 
retirement, and liability 
costs. At its last meet-
ing in June, the county 

board of supervisors 
signed off on a collective 
$5,915,693 increase to 
the contracts of the thir-
teen county cities other 
than needles that con-
tract with the sheriff’s 
department - Twenty-
nine Palms, Yucca Val-
ley, Big Bear, Yucaipa, 
Highland, Loma Linda, 
Grand Terrace, Apple 
Valley, Hesperia, Victor-
ville, Adelanto, Rancho 
Cucamonga and Chino 
Hills. Where-

San Bernardino 
County’s transportation 
agency’s balking at the 
Southern California Re-
gional Rail Authority’s 
request for a nearly nine 
percent increase in fund-
ing has resulted in the 
scheduled reduction of 
Metrolink service to and 
from San Bernardino.

Metrolink offers a 
commuter rail service 
that runs to and from 
Union Station in down-
town Los Angeles from 

and to San Bernardino 
with stops at 27 destina-
tions along the route. 

The San Bernardino 
Associated Govern-
ments, known by its 
acronym SANBAG, is 
the transportation agen-
cy for San Bernardino 
County. Its governing 
board consists of a rep-
resentative from each 
of the county’s 24 cities 
as well as all five of the 
members of the county 
board of super-

Stephen Dunn, who 
recently retired as Up-
land city manager, is 
contemplating a run for 
city council.

Dunn has approach-
ing three decades profes-
sional municipal experi-
ence, having worked in 
the finance departments 
in Buena Park and Fon-
tana before he was hired 
to serve as Upland’s fi-
nance director in 2001. 

He served a short stint 
as interim city manager 

between the departure of 
Michael Milhiser and the 
hiring of Robb Quincey 
in the spring of 2005.  In 
January 2011,  City Hall 
was imploding in the 
midst of the scandal that 
had beset mayor John 
Pomierski, who was then 
under intense scrutiny 
by the FBI and would 
be indicted in March of 
that year. At that point, 
the city council placed 

Quincey on adminis-
trative leave as a con-
sequence of the fallout 
surrounding the Pomier-
ski situation and tapped 
Dunn to serve as interim 
city manager again. Four 
months later, the council 
fired Quincey and chose 
Dunn as his permanent 
replacement the follow-
ing month. 

Despite his promotion 
to city manager, Dunn 

continued to serve in 
the capacity of finance 
director. This left him 
acutely sensitive to the 
city’s precarious finan-
cial circumstance. As 
an example to city staff, 
Dunn accepted a salary 
and benefit package that 
was close to $200,000 
less than what had been 
provided to Quincey.

In short order, Dunn 
embarked on a 

Stephen Dunn

Ontar io-Montclair 
School District officials 
and the district’s legal 

counsel have dismissed 
accusations of a violation 
of California’s revolv-
ing door policy growing 
out of Steve Garcia’s re-
cent resignation from the 
school board just prior 
to his having been hired 
into an administrative 
position with the district. 

In May, Garcia, whose 
full name is Julian Ste-
ven Garcia, abruptly re-
signed as a member of 
the school board. Shortly 

thereafter, he was hired 
as a director II with the 
district, which carries 
with it a total compen-
sation package, includ-
ing salary and benefits, 
of slightly more than 
$250,000 annually.

Prior to getting the 
position with Ontario-
Montclair, Garcia had 
been serving in the ca-
pacity of assistant prin-
cipal of instruction with 
the El Monte Union High 

School District. He was 
first elected to the On-
tario-Montclair school 
board in 2001. His res-
ignation from the school 
board was done quietly 
and his hiring occurred 
without fanfare, leav-
ing many of his former 
constituents in the dark 
as to the reduction of 
the school board to four 
members. Because of 
the timing of his resig-
nation, his former board 

colleagues were not em-
powered to make an ap-
pointment to fill the void 
his leaving has created 
and there was not time to 
put the matter to a vote 
in the June primary elec-
tion. The position will 
be filled with an election 
corresponding to the No-
vember general election.

Upon learning of Gar-
cia’s departure as board 
member and his hiring 
into the di-
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visors. SANBAG  is one 
of five agencies that pro-
vides funding for Metro-
link service. 

Tim Watkins, the 
public spokesman for 
SANBAG, told the Sen-
tinel, “Increases in the 
Metrolink budget for 
FY 2014/15 translated 
to a requested increase 

of 8.8% in SANBAG's 
contribution.  As a result 
of significant demands 
on resources available 
to SANBAG to pay 
for transit operations 
and maintenance, the 
board of directors low-
ered SANBAG's share 
to a 3% increase rather 
than the higher amount 
requested.  Concur-
rently, SANBAG asked 
Metrolink to find ways 
to streamline costs to 
manage services within 

the allocation provided.  
Metrolink has chosen to 
cut service along the San 
Bernardino line rather 
than cut in other areas, 
like administration.”

 The Southern Cali-
fornia Regional Rail Au-
thority elected to remove 
two mid-day and two 
late-night trains from 
Metrolink’s schedule. 
Thus, Train 310, which 
leaves L.A.’s Union Sta-
tion at 12:20 p.m. and ar-
rives in San Bernardino 

at 1:50 p.m., and Train 
327, which leaves San 
Bernardino at 2 p.m. and 
arrives at Union Station 
at 3:35 p.m. will no lon-
ger run. Furthermore, 
the two latest running 
excursions, Train 338, 
which leaves Union Sta-
tion at 11 p.m. and ar-
rives in San Bernardino 
at 12:30 a.m., and Train 
339, which leaves San 
Bernardino at 9:05 p.m. 
and arrives at Union Sta-
tion at 10:40 p.m. will no 

longer run. As a conse-
quence, Train 336, which 
departs from Union Sta-
tion at 9:30 p.m., will be 
the last Metrolink train 
leaving Los Angeles 
Monday through Friday.  
Those missing Train 336 
would still have the op-
tion of using late run-
ning bus line back to San 
Bernardino County.  

Watkins told the Sen-
tinel “We are aware that 
the San Bernardino line 
is currently experiencing 
a decline in ridership, 

especially in the areas 
of the mid-day and late-
night service and these 
are the areas targeted 
for reductions.  Cutting 
trains with low ridership 
will help reduce future 
subsidy demands from 
Metrolink to SANBAG, 
and assist SANBAG in 
managing its limited 
operations and mainte-
nance resources to the 
greatest extent possible.  
These funds are distrib-
uted between Metrolink 
and Omnitrans primarily 
for the metro valley area, 
and increasing budget 
demands from each enti-
ty must be balanced with 
available resources.”

The schedule changes 
will go into effect on 
October 1 and will save 
the Southern California 
Regional Rail Authority 
somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of $600,000 
through the current bud-
get cycle.

While SANBAG, 
which provided $11.5 
million toward Metro-
link in 2013-14,  did 
come up with 3 percent 
more to venture toward 
operations, it was simply 
unable to come up with 
the full sum requested. 
The Southern California 
Regional Rail Author-
ity requested 13.5 per-
cent more from Metro 
in Los Angeles County, 
8.5 percent from Orange 
County, 14 percent from 
Riverside County and 
7.3 percent from Ventura 
County. All of those en-
tities complied. 

The San Bernardino-
to-L.A. Metrolink line 
is the most heavily used 
route of the system, 
with 12,000 board-
ings per day. There are 
seven Metrolink routes 
through six counties, 
spanning 512 miles. 

FORT IRWIN—In its 
environmental impact 
statement on a proposal 
to construct a landing 
strip capable of accom-
modating C-17 cargo 
planes at Fort Irwin Na-
tional Training in the 
Mojave Desert north of 
Barstow, the U.S. Army 
maintains adequate miti-
gation of adverse im-
pacts would be carried 
out.

“Measures would be 
implemented to ensure 

that adverse environ-
mental impacts of con-
struction and operation 
of the preferred alterna-
tive would be avoided 
or minimized,” the ex-
ecutive summary of the 
environmental impact 
report states. “These 
measures would be in-
corporated into the final 
design, implemented by 
the construction con-
tractor and/or operations 
contractor (if used), and 
included in the contract 

documents.”
 According to the 

Army, “The purpose of 
the proposed action is to 
construct a C-17 capable 
flight landing strip with 
adequate maximum-
on-ground parking, 
length, and associated 
infrastructure to support 
the objectives of Joint 
Forcible Entry training. 
This special use facility 
would support airfield 
seizures and lodgement 
expansion training.” 

The summary contin-
ues, “The proposed ac-
tion is needed to satisfy 
identified training needs 
and to allow maximum 
flexibility to provide re-
alistic training scenarios. 
Training requirements 
for the National Train-
ing Center are described 
in the Department of the 
Army Combat Train-
ing Center Master Plan. 
The installation does 
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Glimpse Of SBC’s Past
George Cooley And His Son

Needles 2014-15 
Public Safety Con-
tracts  from front 
page  
as in 2013-14 those 13 
cities paid a total of 
$113,268,794 for law 
enforcement service,  in 
2014-15 those 13 cities 
will pay $119,184,487. 

At that point, Needles 
had not finalized its bud-
get and so its 2014-15 
contract with the sher-
iff’s department was not 
brought forth. 

Any speculation that 
the county would sub-
sidize Needles law en-
forcement operations 
was foreclosed when at 
the July 8 board of su-
pervisors meeting the 
Needles/sheriff’s depart-
ment budget was given 
final approval. Like all of 

the other contract cities, 
Needles saw the amount 
of money it will pay for 
law enforcement service 
increased.

Whereas in 2013-14, 
Needles contract with 
the sheriff’s department 
was for $1,896,998, in 
2014-15, the city will pay 
$1,997,847 for the same 
level of service.

The contract amend-
ment, which reflects the 
new salary and benefit 
rates for safety and gen-
eral employee classifica-
tions as well as updated 
supplies and equipment 
costs for 2014-15, was 
approved by the Needles 
City Council on June 24, 
2014.

For many deputies, 
Needles is considered 
a plum assignment be-

cause duties there in-
clude patrolling the Col-
orado River and Lake 
Havasu, tasks which are 
often carried out in boats 
or on jet skis. 

In his negotiations 
with the county fire de-
partment, Needles City 
Manager Rick Dan-
iels was able to soften 
County Fire Chief Mark 
Hartwig and battalion 
chief Tom Marshall into 
lowering the earlier pro-
posed increase the coun-
ty had was seeking with 
regard to the Needles fire 
protection service con-
tract. 

In 2013-14, Needles  
shelled out $606,026 for 
fire service. The county 
proposed earlier this 
year upping that amount 
to $675,000. Upon the 

city council’s approval of 
the general fund budget 
on June 24, the county 
had reduced that demand 
to $623,565. That repre-
sents a relatively minus-
cule 2.6 percent increase 
from fiscal year 2013-14. 

According to Mar-
shall, the county will ab-
sorb several equipment-
related expenses that 
will directly enhance 
the public safety ele-
ment of Needles. Those 
expenditures include 
$2,200 toward two new 
gas monitors; $7,000 for 
high pressure air bags; 
$10,000 for eight new 
radio sets; more than 
$5,000 worth or repairs 
and upgrades to the de-
partment’s Engine 31, 
the main engine at the 
Needles station. 

By Mark Gutglueck
George Cooley and 

his son, George Mills 
Cooley, were two county 
supervisors who held of-
fice during the first half 
century of San Bernardi-
no County’s existence. 

George Cooley, the el-
der, was born in the Vil-
lage of Eythorn, County 
of Kent, England, on 
December 21, 1831. Or-
phaned at a very young 
age, he was adopted 
by a wealthy English 
gentleman. While the 
promise of a substantial 
inheritance was dangled 
before the lad, who an-
ticipated that one day 
he would share in his 
benefactor’s  estate, ul-
timately he  received no 
inheritance whatsoever. 
George Cooley then ap-
proached a prominent 
ship owner and “bound” 
himself as a sailor. He 
completed his appren-
ticeship honorably and 
put in his time at sea. 
While still a young man, 
he set about seeking 
his fortune in the New 
World and sailed on the 
American ship “Camil-
lus of New York” from 
England to New Or-
leans. Sailing with him 

was a young woman 
from Charlton, Kent 
County, Ellen Toputt, 
who had been born on 

ing been converted to 
the Mormon faith.  They 
settled in Keokuk for al-
most four years and their 
first child, Geogre Mills 
Cooley, was born on De-
cember 23, 1855 while 
they were in Salt Lake 
City.

George and Ellen 
Cooley grew disen-
chanted with Brigham 
Young’s dictates and the 
Mormon Church in gen-
eral. With their year-old 
son, they enlisted in a 
party of other English 

immigrant families dis-
affected from the Mor-
mon Church who de-
parted the Utah territory 
for California. They ar-
rived in San Bernardino 
on May 11, 1857. The 
Cooleys made a perma-
nent settlement on an 
extensive farm about 
four miles south of San 
Bernardino on land then 
called Indian Knolls but 
now known as Cooley 
Ranch.  

Cooley worked this 
land as a farmer, be-
coming exceptionally 
successful through hard 
work and perseverance. 

George Cooley was 
elected as San Bernardi-
no County’s Third Dis-
trict supervisor  in 1882, 
taking office on Janu-
ary 8, 1883. On August 
6, 1884, the county was 
re-divided from three 
districts to five and his 
district was reconfig-
ured as the Fourth Dis-
trict. He was reelected 
in a special election held 
on November 18, 1884 
and reelected again in 
1886, holding office until 
January 5 1891. He was 
elected chairman of the 
board and served in that 
capacity from Septem-
ber 7, 1885 until January 
5, 1891.

George Cooley took 
great pride in the con-
struction of what was 
then the Hall of Records 

and the county court-
house. He devoted him-
self especially to the 
judicious and economi-
cally sensible utilization 
of public funds in those 
buildings’ construction, 
establishing himself as 
conscientious  steward 
of the public trust. 

Retiring from politi-
cal life, George Cooley 
devoted the remainder 
of his days to the opera-
tion of his ranch, where 
he died on April 2, 1916, 
at the age of 85. He and 
Mrs. Cooley had sixteen 
children, of whom nine 
survived. him: George 
M., Frank L., Norman 
H., Charles C., E.M., 
Scott, Mrs. L. Thomas-
son, Mrs. Rose Chapline 
and Mrs. Helen Clyde. 
Also surviving him were 
35 grandchildren and 15 
great-grandchildren. His 
only other relative in 
America was his brother 
John Cooley, of Oak-
land. By coincidence, the 
two brothers died within 
fifteen minutes of each 
other. 

Two years after 
George Cooley left the 
board of supervisors, San 
Bernardino County as 
it was then underwent a 
significant change when 
Riverside County was 
formed, in so doing re-
lieving San Bernardino 
County of 7,303 square 
miles of its southernmost 

land mass.  Despite that 
change, San Bernardino 
County remained the 
largest county in the 
country at 20,105 square 
miles, larger than New 
Jersey, Delaware, Con-
necticut and Rhode Is-
land, combined. 

In 1896, George Cool-
ey’s oldest son, George 
Mills Cooley, was elect-
ed Fifth District supervi-
sor. 

George Mills Cooley 
was born on December 
23, 1855 in Salt Lake 
City. When he was only 
one-and-a-half years old, 
on May 11, 1857, he de-
parted with his parents 
from the Utah Territory 
in an ox-drawn wagon 
train of ten other fami-
lies.

Sometime after his 
family’s arrival in San 
Bernardino  on May 11, 
1857, his father estab-
lished what would even-
tually become the Cool-
ey Ranch on the south 
bank of the Santa Ana 
River in what is now 
Colton.

George grew up in a 
beautiful ranch home. 
By the time he reached 
manhood he had been 
educated by his father, 
studying at home. 

One of his first inde-
pendent acts as a young 
man was to rent with 

July 14, 1834. They were 
wed at sea on May 19, 
1853, with the ship’s 
commander, Charles 
R. Day, performing the 
ceremony while the ship 
was eleven miles north 
of Monte Christo Island 
in the West Indies. 

After arriving in New 
Orleans, the newlyweds 

traveled up the Mississip-
pi by steamer to Keokuk, 
Iowa and then overland 
to Salt Lake City, hav-
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terminated. 
 Quincey had a bache-

lor of arts degree in pub-
lic administration and 
political science from 
the University of Minne-
sota, a master of public 
administration degree 
from the University of 
South Dakota and a doc-
torate in public adminis-
tration with an emphasis 
in economics and orga-
nizational development 
from the University of 
La Verne. He completed 
post-doctorate education 
at Harvard University, 
Stanford University and 
the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. He 
served as the president 
of the board for Monte 
Vista Water District for 
more than 13 years and 
was the chief executive 
officer for the Inland Em-
pire Utilities Agency. He 
was in his fifth year as 
the city manager in Hes-
peria when he was hand-
picked by Pomierski in 
March 2005 to succeed 
Upland’s previous city 
manager, Mike Milhiser, 
whom Pomierski togeth-
er with his then-support-
ers on the council forced 
into resigning. Quincey 
was hired on April 4, 
2005 and given a five-
year contract with an an-
nual salary of $195,000 
and a guaranteed pay 
raise each January 1 
equivalent to the high-
est percentage afforded 
any other Upland city 
executive management 
employee. Over the five-
year span of that contract 
he was given a series of 
salary and benefit en-
hancements such that 
by January 2011 he was  
receiving a base salary 
and add-ons of $368,529 
with benefits of $92,096, 
for a total annual com-
pensation of $460,625, 
making him among the 
highest paid city manag-
ers in the state.

Additionally, Quincey 
was granted extraordi-
nary autonomy and au-
thority as city manager, 
including what was re-
ferred to as a super-bo-
nus, that is, job security 
in the form of protec-
tion from termination 
on a simple majority 
3-2 vote of the council. 
Rather, to fire Quincey, 

four votes were required 
of the council. He was 
also given the liberty of 
authorizing payments to 
city vendors, creditors, 
or claimants of up to 
$25,000 per year without 
first obtaining council 
authorization.

This last perquisite of 
his office would contrib-
ute to his downfall.

On July 27, 2008 
Quincey and his former 
fiancé, Jennifer Stel-
zer, became embroiled 
in a heated argument at 
Quincey’s Upland home, 
terminating with Stelzer 
driving off as Quincey 
pounded on the hood of 
her car and kicked her 
side door panel. Quincey 
then sent Stelzer three 
insulting and profanity-
laced text messages via 
their cell phones. The 
Upland police were 
summoned and detec-
tive Craig Sipple under 
the supervision of then-
sergeant John Moore 
generated an eight-page 
police report pertaining 
to what had transpired. 
Moore signed off on the 
report, in which it was 
recommended that the 
matter be reviewed by 
the district attorney’s of-
fice for possible prosecu-
tion. Quincey contacted 
Stelzer and persuaded 
her not to press charges 
and then sought to have 
then-police chief Steve 
Adams intervene in the 
matter. 

Consequently, the 
eight-page report Sipple 
originally authored was 
reduced to six pages and 
Sipple and Moore’s rec-
ommendation that the 
matter be referred to the 
district attorney’s office 
was changed to state 
that the case was given 
“Exceptional Clear-
ance. Stelzer does not 
desire prosecution.” The 
redrafted six-page ver-
sion of the report was 
buried in an inactive po-
lice department file that 
prevented it from being 
open to public scrutiny. 
Moore, however, re-
tained a copy of the orig-
inal eight-page report.

 When Moore later 
applied for one of two 
open lieutenant posts 
with the department and 
was passed over, he re-
tained the services of at-
torney Dieter Dammeier 
of the law firm Lackie 
Dammeier McGill & 

Ethir to represent him. 
Dammeier, in his discus-
sions with Adams and 
Quincey, maintained his 
client had been bypassed 
for promotion because of 
his involvement in the 
Quincey domestic dis-
turbance investigation 
and threatened to make a 
public issue of the matter 
and release the report. In 
response, Quincey and 
Adams upped the num-
ber of captain positions 
with the department 
from two to three, pro-
moted a lieutenant into 
that new spot, thereby 
creating another lieuten-
ant vacancy, into which 
Moore was promoted. 
Dammeier presented the 
city with a $57,816 bill 
for his efforts on behalf 
of Moore. To keep the 
matter quiet and from 
coming to the attention 
of the city council and 
the public, Quincey used 
his maximum $25,000 
annual discretionary 
spending authority as 
city manager to pay 
Dammeier’s firm in two 
$25,000 installments, 
one in the midst of the 
2009-10 fiscal year on 
January 25, 2010, and 
another shortly after the 
initiation of the 2010-11 
fiscal year on August 23, 
2010.

According to former 
Upland City Attorney 
Bill Curley, Quincey 
persuaded then-assistant 

finance director Ruby 
Carrillo, with whom 
Quincey was intimately 
involved, to miscode 
one of those checks to 
make it appear that the 
payment had been made 
for another police de-
partment-related matter 
the city was negotiating 
with the police, union, 
specifically payment to 
officers for the time they 
spent just before their 
daily assignments don-
ning their uniforms and 
the time after their shifts 
ended doffing their uni-
forms.

In June 2010, FBI 
and IRS agents served 
search warrants at Up-
land City Hall as well 
as at Pomierski’s home 
and the homes and of-
fices of Pomierski’s ap-
pointee to the Upland 
Housing Appeals Board, 
John Hennes, and of Po-
mierski associates Jason 
Crebs and Anthony San-
chez. As FBI agents were 
carrying out that search 
inside City Hall, Quinc-
ey had an impromptu 
conference with Curley, 
who was then the city 
attorney, outside City 
Hall. Quincey related to 
Curley the circumstance 
with regard to the do-
mestic disturbance inci-
dent involving Stelzer, 
the Sipple/Moore report 
relating to it and the ac-
tion taken by Quincey 
and Adams to create a 

third captain position 
within the police de-
partment to open a lieu-
tenant’s slot for Moore. 
A  panicked Quincey 
expressed his concern 
that documents relating 
to the irregular activ-
ity regarding Moore’s 
promotion might be ob-
tained by the FBI and 
he inquired of Curley 
what could be done to 
head off that eventual-
ity. To Quincey’s cha-
grin, Curley informed 
the city manager that he 
was not at liberty to in-
terfere in any way with 
the ongoing law enforce-
ment investigation or to 
assert any kind of privi-
lege over the documents 
that were at the root of 
Quincey’s anxiety. Rath-
er, Curley told a now-
mortified Quincey, as an 
officer of the court who 
had been provided with 
information relevant to 
an ongoing criminal in-
vestigation, he was duty 
bound to inform the FBI 
of what Quincey had just 
related to him.

Over the next nine 
months, events would 
overtake Pomier-
ski, Quincey, Adams, 
Hennes, Crebs and San-
chez. Shortly after the 
raid on City Hall, Curley 
passed along the infor-
mation he had received 
from Quincey to the FBI. 
The FBI then requested 
from City Hall and the 

police department a 
number of documents, 
memos and emails it 
had not obtained during 
the raid. In December 
2010, Adams went out 
on stress leave, never to 
return to his post as ac-
tive police chief. In Janu-
ary 2011, the city council 
put Quincey on paid ad-
ministrative leave. Later 
that month, Crebs and 
Sanchez were indicted 
by a federal grand jury 
for their involvement in 
an extortion and bribery 
plot involving what was 
at that point an uniden-
tified city of Upland of-
ficial. The last week of 
February 2011, Pomier-
ski resigned as mayor. 
On March 2, 2011, he 
and Hennes were in-
dicted by a federal grand 
jury and charged with 
involvement in a bribery 
and extortion conspiracy 
whereby they were al-
leged to have shaken 
down individuals and 
businesses with project 
and permit approvals 
pending at City Hall. In 
May 2011, Quincey was 
fired by the city coun-
cil. In September 2011, 
Adams officially retired 
as police chief, ending 
his ten-month extended 
stress leave. By 2012, 
Pomierski, Hennes, 
Crebs and Sanchez all 
pleaded guilty to charges 
pertaining to the bribery 
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chemistry teacher who 
with the aid of a former 
student produces and 
sells methamphetamine.

Kinzey, now 48, was 
charged with drug deal-
ing, running a street 
gang and possessing il-
legal firearms. Holly 
Vandergrift Robinson, 
his live-in girlfriend and 
a former Cal State San 
Bernardino student, is 
accused of helping him 
run a handful of meth 
dealing operations in 
what law enforcement 
officials saw as a small-
time enterprise that was 
on the verge of expand-
ing. According to inves-
tigators and prosecutors, 
quantities of metham-
phetamine, believed to 
be in the pound to kilo-
gram range, would be 
provided to drug deal-
ers from the home that 
Kinzey and Robinson 
shared in a quiet and rel-
atively upscale neighbor-
hood in Highland. 

Kinzey, who had a 
PH.D in kinesiology, ob-
tained his doctorate from 
the University of Toledo, 
and previously earned 
his masters at Indiana 
State and his bachelor’s 
degree at Wayne State. 
He began teaching at 
the University of Missis-
sippi in 1995 and trans-
ferred into the California 
State University system 
in 2001 and eventually 
became the chairman 
of the San Bernardino 
campus’s kinesiology 
department’s curricu-
lum committee. Kinzey 
was considered a serious 
academic who had per-
formed research into er-
gonomics and the health 
effects of videogame 
playing on children. 
He also had an interest, 
bordering on an obses-
sion, with motorcycling 
and motorcycle clubs. A 
Harley-Davidson owner, 
Kinzey joined a local 
chapter of the Booze-
fighters Motorcycle Club 
while he was a professor 
in Mississippi in 1997.

Subsequently, after 
coming to California, 
Kinzey intensified his 
biker club associations. 
It is unknown whether 
Kinzey landing in San 
Bernardino County, the 
birthplace of three of 
what are referred to as 
outlaw biker gangs – the 

Hells Angels, the Vagos 
and the Devils Diciples 
– was calculation or co-
incidence.

After his reloca-
tion from Mississippi, 
Kinzey started two lo-
cal motorcycle clubs 
in Southern California 
while he was teaching 
at San Bernardino State. 
Curiously, his status 
with each of the clubs 
he founded eroded and it 
appears he was invited to 
leave or was forced out 
of both.

In time, Kinzey 
moved on to form a new 
chapter of the Devils Di-
ciples, a biker gang that 
originated in Fontana in 
1967 but which now has 
its national headquar-
ters in Detroit. Kinzey 
formed a San Bernardi-
no Mountain chapter of 
the club and until his 
arrest was actively pro-
moting the affiliation, 
selling Devil’s Diciples 
shirts, helmets and rider 
paraphernalia from a 
website.

Prosecutors have sug-
gested a nexus between 
Kinzey’s alleged drug 
manufacturing activ-
ity and his ties with the 
Devil’s Diciples and 
possibly other motor-
cycle enthusiasts. Those 
suggestions have been 
vague, though, and little 
in the way of concrete 
information with regard 
to those associations has 
been provided.

A total of eleven de-
fendants were arrested 
in the matter involving 
Kinzey: Kinzey, Robin-
son, Jeremy Disney, Eric 
Cortez, Edward Freer, 
Chelsea Marie Johnson, 
Hans Preszler, Elaine 
Flores, Wendi Lee With-
erell, Christopher Allen 
Rikerd, and Stephenie 
Danielle Padilla.  

In relatively short 
order, seven of those 
charged with Kinzey 
pleaded guilty to ele-
ments of the criminal 
case brought against 
them. Witherell pleaded 
guilty September 2011 to 
reduced charges. Flores, 
Padilla, Johnson, and 
Cortez all pleaded guilty 
in October 2011 to re-
duced charges. Freer and 
Rikerd pleaded guilty to 
reduced charges in No-
vember 2011.

Preszler, who along 
with Kinzey, Robinson 
and Disney maintained 

his innocence for 22 
months after the arrests, 
in June 2013 pleaded 
guilty to a single count 
of conspiracy to commit 
a crime.

Kinzey, represented 
by attorney James Glick, 
along with Robinson 
and Disney, represented 
respectively by attor-
ney Stephen Sweigart 
and Ann Cunningham, 
continue to fight the 
charges. They were pres-
ent in the courtroom of 
Judge Steven Malone 
on May 29 for a pre-
preliminary proceeding 
when the combined pre-
liminary hearing for all 
three scheduled for June 
2 was moved to August 
18, with another pre-
preliminary hearing set 
for August 14. All three 
have waived their right 
to a preliminary hearing 
within ten court days of 
their arrest but have not 
agreed to any delays be-
yond October 17, 2014.

Unanswered ques-
tions at this point run to 
whether the alleged drug 
ring Kinzey headed had 
a connection to a wider 
network paralleling the 
national structure of the 
Devil’s Diciples or if the 
conspiracy prosecutors 
say Kinzey headed was 
endemic to a handful of 
small scale local opera-
tors and users.

When the preliminary 
hearing gets under way, 
the public is likely to 
get a glimpse of several 
sophisticated and here-
to-now sensitive and/or 
secret methods of inves-
tigation now being uti-
lized against suspected 
and actual domestic nar-
cotic rings.

A preliminary hear-
ing, also known as an 
evidentiary hearing, is 
a proceeding that takes 
place after a crimi-
nal complaint has been 
filed by the prosecu-
tion in which the judge 
hearing the matter is to 
make a determination 
whether there is enough 
evidence to warrant hav-
ing the matter proceed 
to trial. While sufficient 
evidence to convict need 
not be demonstrated, 
enough evidence to sat-
isfy the judge that there 
is probable cause to con-
clude that a crime was 
committed and those 
charged are responsible 
must be aired in open 

court. All evidence and 
witnesses brought forth 
are subject to examina-
tion by counsel for the 
defense, making it likely 
that more than a cursory 
vetting of the evidence 
will occur and that pros-
ecutors, to some degree, 
will be locked in on the 
case they will need to 
present to a jury.

What is known is that 
the Kinzey ring was the 
focus of a joint task force 
that involved the FBI, 
the San Bernardino Po-
lice Department and the 
San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department. 
There is at present some 
mystery as to how the 
investigation into the 
Kinzey ring evolved, that 
is, whether investigators 
worked the case from the 
top down or ground up. 
A ground up investiga-
tion would have involved 
local investigators com-
ing across indications of 
drug activity, potentially 
drug dealing at the street 
level, and tracing that ac-
tivity up the ladder, ulti-
mately reaching Kinzey. 
A top down investiga-
tion would have entailed 
an investigation that be-
gan with Kinzey as the 
target, most likely based 
upon his Devil’s Diciples 
affiliation.

Federal authorities 
and other law enforce-
ment agencies have been 
striving, for some time, 
to make drug trafficking 
cases against the Devil’s 
Diciples. Federal Pros-
ecutors in 2009 charged 
the club’s national presi-
dent, Jeff Garvin “Fat 
Dog” Smith and 17 other 
Diciples members with 
drug trafficking, but 
then dropped the case 
six months later. In July 
2012, 41 members and 
associates of the Dev-
ils Diciples, including 
Fat Dog Smith and na-
tional vice president 
Paul Anthony Darrah, 
were indicted on a vari-
ety of criminal charges, 
including racketeering, 
drug trafficking, illegal 
firearms offenses, ob-
struction of justice, ille-
gal gambling, and other 
federal offenses. Eigh-
teen of the defendants, 
including Smith and 
Darrah, were charged 
with violations of the 
Racketeer Influenced 
and Corrupt Organiza-
tions (RICO) Act.

Kinzey was the target 
of an investigation that 
involved intense surveil-
lance which tracked his 
movements and saw his 
communications, both 
telephonic and via the 
internet, closely moni-
tored.

As the president of 
the local chapter of the 
Devil’s Diciples, Kinzey 
administered a website 
that was utilized to pro-
mote the club. In his rep-
resentation of the group, 
Kinzey was known by 
the moniker “Skinz.” 
Undercover agents ana-
lyzed the postings to and 
from the website Kinzey 
controlled and took par-
ticular interest in pur-
chases made, ostensibly 
for Devil’s Diciples t-
shirts and other regalia, 
utilizing the website or 
e-Bay, with law enforce-
ment officials seeking 
to determine if the sales 
masked or signaled drug 
buys or pick-ups.

Agents also shadowed 
Kinzey during his oc-
casional meetings with 
Devil’s Diciples mem-
bers when those confabs 
took place in public, in-
cluding ones that took 
place at Chad’s Place, 
a bar in Big Bear fre-
quented by bikers of all 
stripes.

Investigators obtained 
warrants to listen in to 
conversations or over-
look text messages in-
volving the ring’s mem-
bers. Several of those 
communications piqued 
officers’ attention, giv-
ing them leads on his 
suspected network of 
drug distributors. For 
example, one text mes-
sage sent to a suspected 
distributer read: “Bring 
whatever cabbage u got 
for my soup cuz ingredi-
ents are low.”

Despite the net of sur-
veillance that had been 
stretched around Kinzey 
toward the end of the in-
vestigation, he eluded it 
when the task force made 
its move and served ar-
rest and search war-
rants on the accused and 
their places of residence. 
When police descended 
on Kinzey’s upscale 
East Highlands Ranch 
Spanish-style home, they 
nabbed Robinson, and 
found a pound of meth-
ampetamine, loaded 
handguns and rifles and 
Kinzey’s biker leathers, 

but Kinzey was not there 
and he did not return. In-
stead, after an all points 
bulletin went out for his 
arrest in which it was re-
ported that he was to be 
considered armed and 
dangerous, Kinzey days 
later came forward with 
his lawyer and $300,000 
in bond money, which 
was posted without him 
being booked, photo-
graphed or fingerprinted. 
It was not until he turned 
up for his arraignment 
where he pleaded not 
guilty that he was sub-
jected to the formalities 
of arrest, and then was 
immediately set loose.

Of peripheral inter-
est is just how far be-
yond the confines of the 
motorcycle club and the 
circle of eleven people 
indicted the drug manu-
facturing and distribu-
tion activity extended. 
One indication was 
that Kinzey was not the 
“cook,” i.e., the chem-
ist who manufactured 
the drugs, but rather the 
first link in the chain 
between the lab and the 
eventual end users who 
bought it at the street 
level. At least for a time, 
investigators were intent 
on determining the rela-
tionship between Kinsey 
and Denver Cooley, the 
owner of Monumental 
Bronze & Granite in San 
Bernardino and also the 
pastor of the Roadhouse 
Biker Church in San 
Bernardino. 

Investigators at one 
time pursued a theory 
that the Roadhouse Biker 
Church was being used 
as a front in illicit ac-
tivity by the Devil’s Di-
ciples and other motor-
cycle clubs. That theory 
did not pan out, however, 
and no action against 
Cooley or his church was 
ever taken. 

In an exclusive in-
terview with the Sen-
tinel last year, Cooley 
stated that his ministry 
was a sincere one that 
had nothing to do with 
drug manufacturing or 
drug dealing. “We are 
all bikers and what you 
might call misfits, but we 
also happen to be Jesus 
Freaks and I don’t know 
anything about this 
Kinzey guy or what he 
was involved in,” Cooley 
said. “I never knew him. 
I never met him. People 

Kinzey from front 
page 
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and extortion conspiracy 
federal prosecutors had 
alleged against them and 
were sentenced to time 
in federal prison. As part 
of their pleas, all agreed 
to cooperate with the 
FBI in its ongoing inves-
tigation of illegal activity 
at Upland City Hall.

In December 2011, 
Quincey complicated 
things for himself when 
he filed a wrongful ter-
mination claim against 
the city. His civil at-
torney, Joseph Wohrle, 
moved to have the mat-
ter heard by an arbitrator 
in closed session rather 
than in open court. The 
pursuit of the claim and 
those hearings provided 
the city with the oppor-
tunity to take Quincey’s 
deposition, that is, to 
question him under oath. 
That deposition was 
provided to investiga-
tors.  Quincey’s case for 
wrongful termination 
was heard by arbitrator 
Sam Cianchetti, who in 
a decision handed down 
July 17, 2012 upheld the 
council’s termination 
of Quincey as justified 
and rejected in total his 
pursuit of $7.8 million in 
damages. Cianchetti dis-
missed  Quincey’s and 
Wohrle’s contention that 
the firing was without 
cause, that the city coun-
cil breached the terms of 
his contract, and that Ray 
Musser, who succeeded 

Pomierski as mayor, and 
councilman Ken Willis 
defamed him and mali-
ciously and wrongfully 
characterized his perfor-
mance in comments they 
made to the press at that 
time. Cianchetti further 
determined as “unfound-
ed” the contention that 
Musser, Willis, Curley, 
city councilman Gino 
Filippi and city treasurer 
Dan Morgan made state-
ments to the press which 
painted Quincey in a 
“false light” or  ruined 
Quincey’s reputation 
and damaged his future 
earning potential.

On October 19, 2012 
Quincey was arrested 
by investigators from 
the district attorney’s 
bureau of investigation 
and booked at West Val-
ley Detention Center in 
Rancho Cucamonga on 
felony charges includ-
ing unlawful misappro-
priation of public money, 
gaining personal benefit 
from an official contract, 
and giving false testimo-
ny under oath.

The complaint filed 
with the court by Paul 
Garcia, an investigator 
with the district attor-
ney’s office, states that 
with regard to the first 
count, “On or about Jan-
uary 12, 2010, the crime 
of public officer crime, in 
violation of Penal Code 
Section  424, a felony, 
was committed by Robin 
Dale Quincey, who be-
ing a person described in 
Penal Code Section 424 

charged with the receipt, 
safekeeping, transfer, 
and distribution of pub-
lic moneys, did willfully 
in a manner not inciden-
tal and minimal without 
authority of law, appro-
priate the same, and a 
portion thereof, to per-
sonal use and the use of 
another.”

Garcia, in describing 
the second count, wrote, 
“On or about January 12, 
2010, the crime of con-
flict of interest, in viola-
tion of Government Code 
Sections 1090 and 1097, 
a felony, was committed 
by Robin Dale Quincey, 
who did, while city man-
ager for city of Upland, 
California, knowingly 
and willfully become fi-
nancially interested in a 
contract made by him in 
his official capacity, and 
by a body and board of 
which the defendant was 
a member.”

Both January 12, 2010 
incidents appear to per-
tain to Quincey’s prepa-
ration of the first $25,000 
payment to the law firm 
of Lackie Dammeier 
McGill & Ethir to satisfy 
a portion of the $57,816 
bill presented to the city 
for the firm’s efforts on 
behalf of Moore.

With regard to the 
third count, Garcia stat-
ed, “On or about June 
7, 2012, the crime of 
perjury under oath, in 
violation of Penal Code 
Section 118, a felony, 
was committed by Robin 
Dale Quincey, who be-

ing a person, having tak-
en an oath that he would 
testify, declare, depose, 
and certify truly before a 
competent tribunal, offi-
cer, and person, in a case 
in which such an oath 
may by law be adminis-
tered, to wit, binding ar-
bitration, did contrary to 
such oath state as true a 
material matter which he 
knew to be false, to wit 
that on January 11, 2010, 
defendant informed the 
city council for the city 
of Upland, California 
that Quincey ‘was going 
to be resolving a person-
nel matter related to John 
Moore.’”

Quincey stands ac-
cused of testifying false-
ly to the effect that he 
had informed the council 
of his intent to make the 
$25,000 payment. Four 
of the five members of 
the city council in Janu-
ary 2010 – Musser, Willis 
and councilman Brendan 
Brandt and former coun-
cilman Tom Thomas – 
have all said they were 
not told of the settlement 
arrangement with Moore 
or the payment to the law 
firm representing him.

This week, at a pre-
preliminary conference 
on Tuesday July 15 be-
fore Judge McCann in 
West Valley Superior 
Court in Rancho Cu-
camonga, the prelimi-
nary hearing on the case 
which had previously 
been scheduled for July 
21 was vacated and re-
scheduled for September 

10.
Judge McCann told 

deputy district attorney 
Reza Sadeghi and de-
fense attorneys Michael 
Zweibck and Michael 
Nasatir that she would 
entertain no further 
continuances of the pre-
liminary hearing. A pre-
liminary hearing, also 
known as an evidentiary 
hearing, entails the pros-
ecution previewing an 
outline of the criminal 
case in which the judge 
hearing the matter is 
called upon to make a 
determination whether 
there is enough evidence 
to warrant having the 
matter proceed to trial. 
Though sufficient evi-
dence to convict need not 
be demonstrated, enough 
evidence to satisfy the 
judge that there is prob-
able cause to conclude 
that a crime was com-
mitted and the individu-
al charged is responsible 
must be aired in open 
court. All evidence and 
witnesses brought forth 
are subject to examina-
tion by counsel for the 
defense. Moreover, this 
presentation of evidence 
locks the prosecutors in, 
to some degree, on the 
case they will need to 
present to a jury.

Potential witnesses 
to be called during the 
preliminary hearing in-
clude, the Sentinel is 
informed, Pomierski, 
former council members 
Tom Thomas and Ken 
Willis, current mayor 

Ray Musser and coun-
cilman Brendan Brandt, 
former police chief Ad-
ams, police department 
lieutenant John Moore, 
former assistant finance 
director Ruby Carrillo, 
other city staff members 
who were in place dur-
ing Pomierski’s tenure as 
mayor, and attorney Di-
eter Dammeier.

At issue in the case 
against Quincey is Lack-
ie Dammeier McGill & 
Ethir  $57,816 billing 
to the city and Quinc-
ey’s efforts to satisfy it. 
Lackie Dammeier Mc-
Gill & Ethir represents 
the union for Upland po-
lice officers, the Upland 
Police Officers Associa-
tion, of which Moore is 
a member. It is uncom-
mon for an adversary in 
a legal dispute, either a 
defendant or plaintiff, to 
pay the other side’s attor-
ney fees short of an out-
come in the case involv-
ing those adversaries or a 
ruling by the court. City 
officials and investiga-
tors have suggested that 
the circumstance involv-
ing Quincey’s use of his 
expenditure authority to 
make payment of pub-
lic funds to the Lackie 
Dammeier McGill & 
Ethir firm touched on 
extortion or blackmail, 
given that Quincey had 
an interest in keeping 
the Moore matter and his 
oversight of the Stelzer 
domestic disturbance in-
cident report from com-
ing to light.

Dieter Dammeier, 
who carried out the ne-
gotiations with Quincey 
and Adams regarding 
Moore’s eventual pro-
motion to lieutenant, dis-
missed any suggestion 
that he or his firm had 
blackmailed Quincey.

A settlement payment 
to an opposing attorney, 
Dammeier said, “is very 
standard with civil rights 
retaliation lawsuits. In 
any litigation, the los-
ing defendant would 
have to pay the fees of 
the opposite party. In 
this case, John Moore 
should not have had to 
pay the fees because he 
was the one wronged by 
Robb Quincey. If we had 
litigated this to trial the 
city would have paid fees 
many times what we col-
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another enterprising 
youth of the area, Alfred 
Hunt, a thousand acres 
between San Bernardi-
no and Redlands. They 
worked that property and 
with his share of the pro-
ceeds from that venture, 
George Mills Cooley 
took courses at Heald’s 
Business College in San 
Francisco. After college 
he entered the service 
of Ruffen and Bray’s 
Hardware Store in San 
Bernardino. He worked 
there  from 1875 until 
1885, eventually becom-
ing the manager of that 
establishment. In 1885 he 
bought the firm which, 
to this day, is known as 
the Cooley Hardware 
Company. Historically, it 
is the oldest store in San 
Bernardino, having been 
originally established in 
1854. With nothing but 
his skill and untarnished 
credit, Cooley expanded 
the store, which became 
one of the largest and 
most thoroughly stocked 
hardware stores in the 
state. In 1890 he com-
peted with twenty-nine 
other pipe dealers in the 
western states to sell the 
city of San Bernardino a 
large quantity of pipe re-
quired for the city’s wa-
ter system. His bid was 
accepted for the entire 
contract as it was from 
$4,000 to $14,000 lower 
than the competing bids.  
George M. Cooley also 
engaged in real estate 
development and erected 
six dwellings on the two 
acres he then owned at 
the corner of Sixth and 
D streets. 

 Cooley’s wife was the 
former Sarah Bessant, 
daughter of Isaac and 

Mary Ann Bessant, an 
English family who were 
with the same wagon 
train from Utah as were 
George and his parents 
in 1857. George and Sar-

Bureau and vice presi-
dent of the Intermediate 
Rate Association, a na-
tional organization. He 
represented the state of 
California on this body 

company of his brother, 
Frank L. Cooley, as vice-
president. Three sons, 
Allan Grover Cooley, 
George Damon Cooley 
and Marshall Brooks 
Cooley, managed vari-
ous departments. 

In addition to his com-
mercial interests, George 
Mills Cooley was a stu-
dent of, and authority 
on, farming and agricul-
ture. He derived some of 
his greatest pleasure in 
growing plants, a partic-
ular hobby having been 
potatoes. Like Luther 
Burbank, he was attract-
ed into the fascinating 
field of developing and 
propagating new species 
and had some notable 
results to his credit. His 
trial grounds and the 
scene of his practical ef-
forts as a grower was a 
sixty-four acre farm in 
the vicinity of Perris Hill 
between San Bernardino 
and Highland in what is 
now Del Rosa. On this 
ranch was an extensive 
orange grove, as well as 
groves of apricots, peach 
and olive trees, all under 
a high state of cultivation 
and with an ingenious ir-
rigation system. 

George M. Cooley 
was plagued by ill health 
toward the end of his 
life and he outlived his 
father by only seven 
years, dying on October 
22, 1923. On that day, he 
was found on his ranch 
among the plants and 
trees he had long cul-
tivated and cherished. 
He was survived by his 
wife, his daughter and 
three sons, two sisters 
and four brothers, E.M., 
Charles, Frank and Nor-
man Cooley.  

ah had three sons and a 
daughter, Dora, who be-
came the wife of Ernest 
Martin, a former San 
Bernardino Postmaster.

After his election to 
the board of supervisors 
in 1896, he took office 
on January 4, 1897 and 
served until January 8, 
1901. He was succeeded 
by John Clark of San 
Bernardino 

Cooley’s most impor-
tant and lasting contri-
bution to the develop-
ment of San Bernardino 
came though his quarter-
century fight for equi-
table freight rates, and 
particularly against the 
back-haul charge which 
had given Los Angeles a 
cheaper rate on transcon-
tinental shipments than 
San Bernardino. George 
Mills Cooley was the 
chairman of the Interior 
Counties Freight Rate 

and the executive offi-
cers continually sought 
his advice on freight rate 
questions. The elimina-
tion of back-haul freight 
charges was largely due 
to his long campaign, 
and this victory at once 
opened the way for San 
Bernardino to assume 
a position as a shipping 
center, a distinction it 
maintains until today. He 
had much to do with the 
establishment of various 
large enterprises in San 
Bernardino. He took an 
active part in civic af-
fairs and figured in the 
management of a number 
of community organiza-
tions and companies. 

Following his four-
year term as county 
supervisor, George M. 
Cooley returned to the 
full-time management of 
his hardware store in the 

not have facilities to ac-
commodate joint airfield 
and drop zone training. 
Although the National 
Training Center has po-
tentially more usable 
drop zones than any 
other installation in the 
U.S., airborne units and 
air mobile brigade com-
bat teams (BCTs) have to 
train for these missions 
at the Joint Readiness 
Training Center in Fort 
Polk, Louisiana. How-
ever, Fort Polk lacks the 
capability to integrate 
joint airfield and drop 
zone training with heavy 

dangered species.
The report listed the 

plants and animals ob-
served to be living on or 
near the project site, in-
cluding rare and threat-
ened or endangered spe-
cies. Plants growing in 
the area of the project in-
cluded wire lettuce, false 
wooly daisy, turpentine 
broom, Mojave aster, 
goldenhead, Indian rice-
grass, frost mat, Coo-
per’s dogweed, bursage, 
cheesebush, devil’s let-
tuce, freckled milkvetch, 
allscale, spinescale, salt-
bush, red brome, Booth’s 
suncup, yellow cups, 
brown-eyed primrose, 
Fremont pincushion, 
rattlesnake weed, brittle 

BCTs for lodgment ex-
pansion training. The 
lack of an airfield at Fort 
Irwin with associated 
training infrastructure 
limits the scope of real-
istic training scenarios 
that can be designed at 
the NTC.” 

The size of the air 
strip and its surrounding 
area to be impacted by 
the development is quan-
tified as 445 acres in 
the report. Work on the 
project is to begin this 
year and the strip is to be 
fully operational in 2015.

The airfield would be 
capable of landing both 
C-130 and C-17 aircraft. 
It could also be used by 
Army and Marine Corps 
helicopters. The Army 
anticipates up to four 
training sessions at the 
facility per year.  Air-
craft take-off and land-
ing would be made by 
roughly 10 to12 C-130 
and C-17s per training 
exercise.

While the environ-
mental impact report 
acknowledges some al-
teration of the terrain, 
it asserts there will be 
“no impact” on flora and 
fauna, including any en-

spineflower, spiny herb, 
forget-me-not. coyote 
melon, tansy mustard, 
Nevada tea, desert five-
spot, flatcrown buck-
wheat, desert trumpet, 
redstem stork’s bill, 
Texas stork’s bill, desert 
poppy. broad-flowered 
gilia,. sticky snakeweed. 
Pima ratany. lilac sun-
bonnet, creosote bush, 
desert alyssum, desert 
calico, Arizona lupine, 
desert lupine, water 
jacket, desert dandelion, 
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Dunn Contemplat-
ing Upland City 
Council Run 
from front page
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Get a down payment on your new car by making a 
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series of reforms at City 
Hall, cutting 27 staff po-
sitions, including four 
department heads. This 
represented an aggres-
sive start on reining 
in runaway expenses 
plaguing the city’s op-
eration. Nevertheless, 
this understandably en-
gendered resentment and 
bitterness among some 
of those personnel who 
had been terminated, 
and spread alarm among 
some of the staff that 
remained employed. A 
whispering and anony-
mous letter writing and 
emailing campaign tar-
geting Dunn ensued in 
which his managerial 
decisions and even ele-
ments of his personal life 

were viciously criticized. 
Dunn weathered that 

challenge but tension 
inevitably set in among 
the city’s top manage-
rial echelon as well as 
on the city council over 
the next two-and-a-half 
years as the city strug-
gled with continuing fi-
nancial challenges. City 
Hall was yet beset with 
holdovers from the Po-
mierski era and financial 
commitments made to 
the city’s various em-
ployees unions during 
the Pomierski/Quincey 
managerial tenure fell 
under increasing scru-
tiny, furthering divisions 
among both civic lead-
ers and citizens. On oc-
casion, Dunn in public 
uttered criticisms of cer-
tain council members. 
By mid-spring of this 
year, Dunn had grown 
exasperated with the 

council’s lack of willing-
ness to sign onto several 
revenue enhancement 
options he had outlined. 
Reports of harsh words 
between Dunn and 
some members of the 
council behind closed 
doors reached the pub-
lic. Shortly thereaf-
ter, Dunn’s departure 
was arranged with the 
signing of a separation 
agreement which provid-
ed him with one-year’s 
salary following his de-
parture at the conclusion 
of the 2013-14 fiscal year 
on June 30.

Dunn on Wednesday 
of this week told the Sen-
tinel he has not yet taken 
out candidacy papers to 
run for city council but 
that he is “seriously” 
contemplating a run for 
office. 

“I’m undecided, but 
I am definitely leaning 

in favor of running,” he 
said. 

He said he had no mis-
givings about making 
the transition from being 
what is supposed to be a 
non-political government 
functionary to a political 
entity. “Toward the end, 
as city manager I was be-
coming a political figure 
anyway,” he said. “As 
city manager I was not as 
successful as I wanted to 
be. As a member of the 
city council, I will know 
how to play that game to 
do what is best for the 
city.” 

Dunn said, “Upland 
is a beautiful commu-
nity. It has wonderful 
citizens. In city govern-
ment, everyone has their 
own political agenda. I 
want the city to be ev-
erything people think it 
is. We need to get back to 
that. The right priorities 

have to be set by the city 
council.

“The city has a lot of 
issues and I know them 
pretty well,” Dunn con-
tinued. “Basically, I ex-
perienced a lot of frus-
tration as city manager. 
As a member of the city 
council, I think I will 
be able to bring things 
to the table. I’d do what 
is in the best interest of 
the community. I love 
the city’s employees, but 
hard decisions have to be 
made.”

To start off with, 
Dunn said, he would 
devote attention to “the 
city’s infrastructure, 
the basics, streets, side-
walks, public safety.”

Mayor Ray Musser, 
who was vacationing in 
North Carolina when 
he was reached by the 
Sentinel this week, said 
of Dunn’s potential can-

didacy, “I would rather 
not comment. As may-
or, who must work with 
whoever gets elected 
in November, I think it 
would be inappropriate 
for me to   make a state-
ment about candidates in 
the upcoming election.”

Of  Brandt’s decision 
not to seek reelection, 
Musser said, “I will miss 
him very much. Brendan 
was a stabilizing pres-
ence on the council. He 
could be relied upon for 
making wise statements. 
I have  nothing but the 
highest respect for his 
leadership. He  brought 
us through some diffi-
cult financial times. He 
is leaving now that the 
city has turned that situ-
ation around and he feels  
comfortable turning it 
over to someone else.”

Fort Irwin Land-
ing Strip EIR  from 
page 7

whitestem blazingstar, 
purple mat, hole-in-the-
sand plant, roundleaf 
oxytheca, notch-leaved 

phacelia. distant phac-
elia, desert chicory, bag 
bush, Russian thistle, 
desert senna, Mediter-
ranean grass and desert 
mallow. 

Animals and insects 
observed at or near the 
project site included the 

Arizona blister beetle, 
coachwhip, harves-
tor ant, plant bug, desert 
swallowtail, cliff swal-
low, desert horned lizard, 
long-nosed snake, des-
ert cottontail, darkling 
beetle, common side-
blotched lizard, painted 

lady, grasshopper, an-
telope ground squirrel, 
dragonfly, bee, Bell’s 
sparrow, burro, bee 
flies, zebra-tailed lizard, 
western shovel-nosed 
snake, western whip-
tail lizard, common ra-
ven, sidewinder, horned 

lark, long-nosed leopard 
lizard, tarantula hawk, 
white-lined sphinx 
moth, black-tailed jack-
rabbit, desert cottontail, 
kangaroo rats, pocket 
mice and field mice, 
desert woodrat, Botta’s 
pocket gopher, kit fox, 

grey fox, coyote, bob-
cat, and mountain lion, 
ground squirrel, white-
tailed antelope squirrel,  
black-throated sparrow, 
rock wren, roadrunner, 



No Revolving Door 
Problem For Garcia 
In Leaving OMSD 
Board For District 
Job, Lawyers Say 
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rector II position, some 
residents within the dis-
trict questioned whether 
Garcia and the district 
had run afoul of Cali-
fornia’s so-called “Re-
volving Door Policy,” a 
provision of the Politi-
cal Reform Act which is 
embodied in the Califor-
nia Government Code 
and intended to prohibit 
elected officials from us-
ing their status as public 
officials to personally 
profit. Those question-
ing Garcia’s action ref-
erenced the state’s “one 
year ban” and said it 
was illegal for him to be 
hired by the district for a 
full year after he was no 
longer a member of the 
board. 

District officials, how-
ever, insisted that the 
resignation and hiring 
were above board and 
that the series of moves 
leading to Garcia’s hir-
ing had been cleared by 
legal counsel. 

James Scot Yarnell, 

a senior partner with 
the Sacramento-based 
law firm of Atkinson, 
Andelson, Loya, Ruud 
& Romo, represents 
the district. He told the 
Sentinel that the revolv-
ing door policy is con-
tained in “Government 
Code section 87406.3 
of the Political Reform 
Act, which applies to 
local elected officials. 
The Political Reform 
Act restricts the post-
governmental activities 
of certain officials who 
leave local government 
service.  Such restric-
tions include a ‘one-year 
ban’ under specifically 
defined circumstances.  
The purpose of the ‘one-
year ban’ is to prevent 
situations where a for-
mer official is paid by a 
client to appear before 
and influence decisions 
of the official’s former 
agency for the client’s 
benefit. “

Yarnell, in his writ-
ten communication to 
the Sentinel, continued, 
“The Political Reform 
Act provides in pertinent 
part, ‘A local elected of-
ficial . . . shall not, for a 
period of one year after 
leaving that office . . . 

act as agent or attorney 
for, or otherwise rep-
resent, for compensa-
tion, any other person, 
by making any formal 
or informal appearance 
before . . . that local 
government agency . . . 
for the purpose of influ-
encing administrative 
or legislative action, or 
influencing any action 
or proceeding…’  Sec-
tion 87406.3 does not 
disqualify or prohibit 
a former public official 
from employment by the 
agency.  Rather, the ‘one-
year ban’ prohibits a for-
mer local elected official 
from ‘lobbying’ their 
former agency on behalf 
of any other person for 
compensation. [2 Cal. 
Code Regs. § 18746.3(b)
(4).]  The district em-
ployed Mr. Garcia after 
he resigned from his 
elected office.  Mr. Gar-
cia is not employed to 
represent any other per-
son.  Rather, he is em-
ployed by the district for 
the sole purpose of rep-
resenting the interests 
of Ontario-Montclair 
School District.”

Board member Sam 
Crowe, an attorney him-
self, told the Sentinel, 

“You apparently have 
been advised that this 
appointment was illegal. 
Your advice is incorrect.  
Prior to the appointment, 
Mr. Hammond [i.e., On-
tario-Montclair School 
District Superintendent 
James Hammond] re-
ceived an opinion from 
our counsel James Scot 
Yarnell clearly stating 
that a board member was 
not precluded from seek-
ing employment with 
the district. He would be 
required however, to re-
sign prior to the appoint-
ment.”

Crowe said Garcia 
had long been seeking 
employment closer to 
home. “He was wak-
ing up at 5 a.m. to get to 
work on time and was 
often not getting home 
until almost 9 at night.”

Crowe, who had long 
served with Garcia on the 
board in the 32-school 
22,800 student siatrict  
and 32 school, said he 
was eminently qualified 
for the job he was hired 
into. “This position came 
available a while ago and 
he competed for it along 
with everyone else,” 
Crowe said. “He went 
through the normal ap-

plication process and 
ended up with the high-
est score.  I believe the 
position is comparable to 
the position he had at El 
Monte High School. His 
travel time was greatly 
reduced.”

Garcia has a bach-
elor’s degree in history 
from Cal Poly Pomona 
and a second bachelor’s 
degree in political sci-
ence from Cal State 
University Los Angeles. 
He received a master’s 
degree in public admin-
istration/urban manage-
ment from Cal State Uni-
versity Fullerton and a 
second degree in school 
counseling from the Uni-
versity of La Verne.

Jay Wierenga, the 
communications direc-
tor with the California 
Fair Political Practices 
Commission in Sacra-
mento, told the Sentinel 
that “according to some 
of our folks in the legal 
department… generally 
speaking, the revolv-
ing door regulations are 
aimed more at prevent-
ing public officials from 
so-called ‘cashing-in’ 
in the private sector.  
Other aspects involve 
not representing your 

new agency/entity be-
fore your previous one.  
There is not a prohibition 
from going to work with 
the entity you previously 
represented as an elected 
official.”

yellow-rumped war-
bler, Hutton’s vireo, cliff 
swallow, ruby-crowned 
kinglet and white-
crowned sparrow, red-
tailed hawk, northern 
harrier, golden eagle and 
prairie falcon, burrowing 
owl and barn owl, des-
ert iguana, chuckwalla, 
gopher snake, western 
patch-nosed snake, blind 
snake, and ground snake. 

The report noted 
threatened or special 
status species in the 
area, though it main-
tained they would not 
be harmed by the proj-
ect. Those plants were 
the Lane Mountain milk 
vetch, the Mojhave Fish-
hook cactus, Clokey’s 
cryptanthe, mariposa 
lily and the desert cy-
mopterus. The endan-
gered fauna are the des-

Fort Irwin Land-
ing Strip EIR  from 
page 8

Continued on Page  12
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

Coroner case #701405353--On 07/15/2014 at 3:05 a.m., law enforcement and paramedics responded to the 9600 block of Exeter Avenue and found Joe L. Cisneros-
Carrillo, a 23 year old male resident of Montclair, with upper body trauma and he was pronounced dead at the scene. Montclair Police Department is investigating 
this incident. [071514 1123 SY]

Coroner case #701405315 -- On 07/13/2014, at 12:47 AM, San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department responded to a 911 call for a disturbance in north San Ber-
nardino. 19 year-old San Bernardino resident Tomanisha Nichols was found with upper body trauma and pronounced dead at the scene at 12:58 AM. San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Department Homicide is also investigating. Autopsy is pending.  [071414 1530 JK]

Coroner case #701405305-- at 11:51PM on 07/12/2014, 911 was called after witnesses heard a collision. Jesse Arias, a 26 year old resident of Riverside, was found 
on the ground unresponsive.  He apparently struck the curb and was ejected from the motorcycle he was riding.  He was transported by ambulance to Arrowhead 
Regional Medical Center where he was pronounced dead in the emergency room.  Fontana Police Department is investigating this single vehicle collision. [07132014 
0458 CN]

Coroner case 701405295: At 5:03 PM on Saturday, 07/12/2014, a vehicle was traveling at a high rate of speed eastbound along Alta Loma Dr., in Joshua Tree, when 
it rolled into the desert just west of Sunny Vista.  The four occupants were transported to hospitals in Joshua Tree and Palm Springs.  A passenger in the vehicle, 
Michael David Cottler, a 37 year old resident of Crestline, was transported to Hi-Desert Medical Center where he was pronounced dead in the emergency room at 
6:05 PM.  The incident is under investigation by the California Highway Patrol. [07132014 0205 CN]

Coroner case #701405294 -- At 4:16 PM on 07/12/2014, the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department received reports of a traffic accident on Nisqualli Road, 
west of Eleventh Avenue, in Victorville. Emergency personnel arrived on scene to find Jeannette I. Espinoza, a 34 year old female resident of Victorville, with 
trauma. She was transported to Desert Valley Hospital where she was pronounced dead at 1713 hours. The San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department MAIT is 
investigating the incident. [07132014 0159 CN]

Coroner case #701405289: at 1020 hours on 07/12/2014, a 911 call was received reporting a traffic collision at the entrance to the Rockhouse at Parker Dam Rd. in 
Earp, CA. Investigation revealed that Terry Carlson, a 58 year old resident of Lake Havasu City ,AZ, was driving southbound on Parker Dam Rd. when he attempted 
to pass a slower moving 1997 Jeep towing a boat. As Carlson tried to pass, the Jeep made a left hand turn into the driveway resulting in the motorcycle colliding 
broadside with the Jeep.  The California Highway Patrol was investigating the incident. [07122014 1925 CN]

Coroner case #701405279 - at 9:05 PM on 07/11/2014, a 911 called was reported a two vehicle traffic collision in San Bernardino. Initial investigation found that 
a grey 1996 Acura was traveling eastbound on West Rialto Avenue, crossing North Arrowhead Avenue, when it was stuck by a 2002 Kia traveling northbound on 
North Arrowhead Avenue. Samantha Taraby, a 13 year old resident of San Bernardino, was a passenger of the 1996 Acura  and declared dead at the scene by San Ber-
nardino Fire Department personnel at 9:14 PM. The San Bernardino Police Department Major Accident Investigation Team is investigating the incident. [07122014 
1925 CN]

Coroner case #701404918--REQUEST FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE--Back on 06/28/2014, 43 year-old Rialto resident Vernon J. Lewis died at a local hospital. No 
foul play is suspected. The San Bernardino County Sheriff Coroner Division requests the public's assistance in locating the family of Vernon Lewis. Anyone with 
information is asked to call (909) 387-2978 and request to speak with a Deputy Coroner. [071114 0902 SY]

Coroner case #701405233 -- On 07/09/2014, at 11:35 PM, San Bernardino Police responded to a shots fired call in the 2800 block of Rialto Avenue. 28 year-old San 
Bernardino resident Juan Villapudua was found down with upper body trauma and pronounced dead at the scene. San Bernardino Police is investigating. [071014 
0725 TC]
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lected.”
Dammeier said a de-

fendant’s ability to col-
lect attorney fees in a 
civil rights action is cov-
ered under Section 1988 
of the U.S. Code.

Information that came 
out during the arbitration 
process over Quincey’s 
claim indicated that Car-
rillo, the assistant finance 
director, was responsible 
for miscoding one of the 
$25,000 checks to make 
it appear that it had been 
written to the firm to 
cover negotiations with 
regard to the “don and 
doff” issue rather than 
the Moore matter. Car-
rillo and Quincey had 
a personal relationship, 
city officials allege. Car-
rillo left the city of her 
own volition two months 
after Quincey was placed 
on paid administrative 
leave in early 2011. 

It is believed that Ad-
ams and Moore may be 
able to shed light on the 
Stelzer report matter.

Thomas, Willis, 
Musser and Brandt have 
indicated that there were 
matters relating to the 
operation of the city 

that were given approval 
solely on the strength of 
Pomierski’s direction or 
signature on a city docu-
ment without the full 
council being consulted 
or having voted. To the 
extent that pattern of 
conduct is relevant to the 
accusation that Quincey 
authorized payment to 
the Lackie Dammeier 
McGill & Ethir firm 
without council approv-
al, their testimony at the 
preliminary hearing may 
be sought. 

Quincey’s attorney, 
Charles Michael Zwei-
back, previously told the 
Sentinel, Quincey “de-
nies all of the allegations 
relating to the criminal 
charges filed by the San 
Bernardino County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office 
on October 19, 2012. Mr. 
Quincey did not misuse 
public funds and has 
been the victim of a com-
pletely misguided inves-
tigation. Mr. Quincey is 
innocent of all the charg-
es. He looks forward to 
his day in court when he 
can present his case and 
answer these meritless 
allegations. A full airing 
of facts will demonstrate 
that Mr. Quincey acted 
appropriately at all times 
in his role as city man-
ager.”

Quincey Prelim 
Set For September 
10  from  page 6 

A critically endan-
gered species inhabit-
ing the San Bernardino 
Mountains is one of the 
two types of  mountain 
yellow-legged frogs, 
Rana muscosa. 

Mo u n t a i n 
yellow-legged 
frog tadpoles 
are among the 
largest of any 
frog in North 
A m e r i c a , 
reaching sizes 
of more than 
3" (76 mm). 
Dorsal color-

beneath the ice and gen-
erally don't metamor-
phose until their third or 
fourth year. 

Throughout the sum-
mer, tadpoles of all ages 
congregate in the warm 
shallows near shore 
where they feed on al-
gae. In the months prior 
to metamorphosis, the 
tadpoles begin to grow 
legs and, during their 
final weeks as tadpoles, 
they reabsorb their tails, 
replace their gills with 
lungs, and finally hop 
onto land. 

Reborn as frogs, they 
remain as juveniles for 
up to four years before 

into deep-water habitats 
where they spend the 
entire winter. Mountain 
yellow-legged frogs are 
long-lived, with adults 
likely reaching ages of 
15-20 years.

During the active sea-
son, mountain yellow-
legged frogs often move 
hundreds of meters be-
tween breeding, feed-
ing, and overwintering 
habitats. When moving 
between these habitats, 
frogs often follow lake 
shores and streams, but 
will also move short dis-
tances across dry land. 
Over their lifetimes, in-
dividual frogs typically 

Another type of yel-
low-legged frog, which 
is also endangered, is the  
and Rana sierra, which 
does not live in the San 
Bernardino Mountains 
but does inhabit the Si-
erra Nevada range. 

Yellow legged frongs 
have existed in the 
mountains of Califor-
nia and Nevada for mil-
lions of years, moving 
up and down in eleva-
tion as glaciers advanced 
and retreated, over time 
adapting to alpine lake 
habitats too cold for oth-
er amphibians and de-

void of predators. 
These frogs have been 

on the decline since the 
mid-19th century, when 
settlers began to stock 
these naturally-fishless 
habitats with trout. 

While they exist 
elsewhere, populations 
of Rana muscosa were 
found in the San Gabriel, 
San Bernardino, and San 
Jacinto Mountains, and 
on Palomar Mountain. In 
these ranges, R. muscosa 
was found primarily in 
fast-flowing streams.

Reproduction in 
mountain yellow-legged 
frogs begins soon af-
ter lakes, ponds, and 
streams become ice-free, 
ranging from April at 
low elevations to June 
or July at high eleva-
tions. Females lay 40-
300 eggs in a compact 
cluster that resembles a 

small bunch of grapes. 
Eggs are similar to those 
of other frogs, with the 
embryo being encased 
in a thick protective jelly 
coat. Individual eggs, 
including the embryo 
and jelly coat, are 3/8"-
1/2" in diameter and the 
entire egg mass is often 
the size of a tennis ball. 
Eggs are often attached 
to submerged vegetation, 
undercut banks, or near-
shore rocks. Lake-dwell-
ing frogs often lay their 
eggs in small streams 
entering or leaving the 
lake. 

The frogs are in part 
responsible for their own 
endangerment in that 
eggs are often preyed 
on by mountain yellow-
legged frog tadpoles. 
The eggs are also vul-
nerable to invertebrates. 

 After 2-3 weeks when 
the embryos are approxi-
mately 1/4" long and are 
sufficiently developed to 
swim, they wriggle their 
way out of the egg mass 
and start life as a tad-
pole. 

ation varies from drab 
olive to dark chocolate 
brown, and the belly is 
black with gold flecks.

One of the most 
unique aspects of the 
natural history of the 
mountain yellow-legged 
frog is that tadpoles 
usually overwinter 2-3 
times before transform-
ing ("metamorphosing") 
into young frogs Most 
anurans (the group that 
includes frogs and toads) 
complete the transfor-
mation from egg to 
froglet or toadlet in a 
single summer. Since 
mountain yellow-legged 
frogs are typically at 
high elevations where 
water temperatures are 
cold, tadpoles grow very 
slowly and are not ready 
to metamophose into 
young frogs by the end of 
their first summer. They 
spend at least one winter 

r e a c h i n g 
a d u l t h o o d 
and sexual 
m a t u r i t y . 
Adult moun-
tain yellow-
legged frogs 
t y p i c a l l y 
range in size 

from 2-3". Color pat-
terns are highly variable 
across the range of the 
mountain yellow-legged 
frog. Dorsal surfaces 
have a light- to medium-
brown background color 
that is heavily flecked 
with tan and dark-brown 
spots. This color pattern 
provides excellent cam-
ouflage against a wide 
variety of backgrounds. 
Muscosa means "mossy" 
in Latin. Undersides of 
both species range in 
color from cream to bril-
liant yellow. Males tend 
to be smaller than fe-
males. 

Juvenile and adult 
mountain yellow-legged 
frogs are highly aquatic, 
and are rarely found more 
than a few hops from wa-
ter. On warm days, they 
bask at the water's edge, 
often aggregating in 
dense clumps that allow 
frogs to maximize heat 
intake while minimizing 
water loss. By selecting 
particular basking sites, 
frogs are able to raise 
their body temperatures 
well above the ambient 
air temperature. Frogs 
feed opportunistically 
on aquatic and terrestrial 
invertebrates and oc-
casionally on other am-
phibians. With the arriv-
al of cooler temperatures 
in the fall, frogs retreat 

show high fidelity to par-
ticular lakes or ponds, 
and dispersal from natal 
areas is characteristic 
only of juveniles. 

During the spring 
breeding season, male 
mountain yellow-legged 
frogs attract females 
with their distinctive 
calls Rana muscosa lack 
the vocal sacs that many 
frogs and toads use to 
produce calls, but are 
able to produce a relative-
ly loud call nonetheless. 
The call is rarely heard 
because it is made from 
underwater. To initiate 
mating, a male grasps a 
female with his powerful 
front legs ("amplexus"), 
positioning him to fertil-
ize the eggs as a female 
lays them. Single males 
often attempt to break 
apart amplexing pairs, 
and if successful often 
pair with the now-single 
female. Some moun-
tain yellow-legged frogs 
smell strongly of garlic 
during the breeding sea-
son, but the source of the 
smell is unknown. 

While these frogs 
have been around for 
eons,  the same adap-
tations that served the 
mountain yellow-legged 
frog so well  have also 
made it extraordinarily 
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iPhone.

Blue Summer:
Blue seems to be 

the authority color of 
July. Recently I am see-
ing blue pop up every-
where. Blue is the color 
of choice! Our friends 
on the streets are happy 
to wear it too. With pa-

nache,  show off your 
summer blues this July 
while at the beach, shop-
ping, working, or leisure. 

Blue is heavenly and it 
is refreshing, too. You 
can't go wrong with it's 
stunning glow. It can be 
a blue denim piece, blue 
dresses, or tops that can 

kick up your summer 
wardrobe. Take your 
summer blues into the 
sun and have fun ex-
pressing yourself.

The fashion of the 

world is to avoid cost, 
and you encounter it. "Fashion is about 

dressing according to 
what's fashionable. Style 
is more about being 
yourself."

~Oscar de la Renta

are made in the spiritual 
image of God, but we are 

all marred by an attitude 
of disobedience against 
God called sin.”  

Kinzey from page 5

vulnerable to the non-
native trout that were 
stocked into many of 
these habitats during 
the past century. Ninety 
percent of Rana mus-
cosa populations have 
disappeared during the 
past century. Mountain 
Yellow-Legged Frog are 
an integral part of the 
ecosystem: the tadpoles 
feed on algae, but after 

the metamorphosis into 
frogs they feed primar-
ily on aquatic insects. 
The frogs are an impor-
tant prey for birds, gar-
ter snakes, coyotes and 
bears. In some areas the 
disappearance of moun-
tain yellow-legged frogs 
has led to a t decline in 
garter snake populations. 

Frogs from page 11

ert tortoise, the golden 
eagle, loggerhead snake 

and the Mohave ground 
squirrel. 

A letter addressed 
to various Indian tribal 
and reservation officials 
states that there are a to-

tal of eight archaeologi-
cal sites and 84 isolated 
finds located within the 
project area and im-
mediately outside of it. 
The report said these 

sites are not in the direct 
construction zone of the 
project. 

The report states that 
there will be some soil 
erosion and dust gener-
ated as well as usage of 
water and the generation 
of noise during the con-
struction phase, and that 
the operation of fixed 
and rotary wing aircraft 
will result in winds that 
will stir up dust once 
operations at the facility 
begin.

The 278-page re-
port can be viewed at 
http://www.irwin.army.
mil/Community/Envi-
ronment /Documents/
F o r t % 2 0 I r w i n % 2 0
FLS%20EA%202014.
pdf.

Public comments with 
regard to the project can 
be submitted to John 
Baker, Fort Irwin Di-
rector of Public Works, 
Environmental Division, 
Building 602, P.O. Box 
105085, Fort Irwin, CA 
92310-5085.

FT. Irwin Airfield 
EIR from page 9


