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Conflict Ends 
With Navarro 
Booted From 
School Board

Chino Hills Taps Lodi City 
Manager To Replace Fleager

Barstow Community Hospital’s Parent 
Company Swallows Largest Competitor

Ovitt Will Not Seek Reelection After Ten Years As 4th District Supervisor

Photovoltaic Farm Proposed In County Area Just Outside Twentynine Palms
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With Postmus’ Credibility Shot, DA Banks On Brown As Lead Witness

Matt Brown

Konradt Bartlam

Matt Brown, San Ber-
nardino County’s cur-
rent assistant auditor-
controller-treasurer and 
the one-time chief-of-
staff to former county 
supervisor Paul Biane, 
is about to emerge front 
and center  as the lead 
prosecution witness in 
the Colonies Lawsuit 
Settlement Public Cor-
ruption Prosecution, the 
Sentinel has learned.

Prosecutors are hope-
ful Brown can serve to 

propound information 
they believe is damag-
ing to the defendants, lay 
out a context of events 
crucial to the under-
standing of what oc-
curred and that he can 
offset the setback they 
have been dealt by the 
dissipation and seeming 
self-destruction of Bill 
Postmus, who was the 
star witness before the 
grand jury that indicted 

the accused. But Brown 
presents some major 
credibility challenges of 
his own that will need to 
be overcome if the case 
is to go the way prosecu-
tors want.  

That ongoing crimi-
nal case alleges Rancho 
Cucamonga-based de-
veloper Jeff Burum ex-
torted and bribed former 
county supervisors Bill 
Postmus and Paul Biane 

in a scheme to get them 
to vote to approve the 
settlement of litigation 
brought by the Colo-
nies Partners against 
the county over flood 
control issues at the 
Colonies at San Antonio 
residential and Colonies 
Crossroads commercial 
projects in northeast Up-
land. Burum was, with 
Dan Richards, one of 
the two manag-

Fourth District Coun-
ty Supervisor Gary Ovitt 
this week announced he 
will not seek reelection 
later this year, capping 
his political career with 
ten years in office as 
supervisor and twelve 
years in office as city 
councilman and mayor 
in Ontario. 

In a wide-ranging in-
terview with the Senti-
nel at the Ovitt Family 

Library, the municipal 
library in Ontario named 
in honor of him, his wife 
and his father, Ovitt 
reminisced and sized up 
his 22 years in public of-
fice.   

The son of an On-
tario policeman, Ovitt 
was born at San Antonio 
Community Hospital in 
Upland in 1947, attended 
Chaffey High School 
and then graduated from 

the University of Red-
lands. His first career 
employment was with 
his high school alma ma-
ter, where he originally 
was a physical educa-
tion teacher and coached 
football, baseball and 
cross country. He broad-
ened his teaching arena, 
eventually becoming a 
social studies, history, 
economics and govern-
ment teacher.

His public office ca-
reer started when, as a 

high school employee, he 
was appointed to the city 
of Ontario’s parks and 
recreation commission 
in 1974. The commis-
sion had representatives 
from both the Chaffey 
High School District and 
the Ontario-Montclair 
School District on it. 

In 1992, Ovitt was en-
couraged to run for city 
council by Mike Mil-
hiser, who had 

CHINO HILLS—The 
City Council has chosen 
Konradt Bartlam to suc-
ceed Mike Fleager as 

city manager.
Bartlam, 54, will be-

come the city’s fourth 
city manager since in-
corporation. 

Fleager, who has been 
with the city since 2009, 
in November 2012 had 
been given a contract 
extension through May 
of this year. Abruptly 
last May, however, Flea-
ger announced he would 
leave the city last No-
vember. He  remained in 
place while the 

Gil Navarro has been 
removed from his posi-
tion as a member of the 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty Board of Education 
based upon San Ber-
nardino County Superior 
Court Judge Michael 
A. Sachs’ determina-
tion that Navarro’s si-
multaneous incumbency 
on the San Bernardino 
Valley Municipal Water 
District Board constitut-
ed a conflict of interest. 

The dilemma beset-
ting Navarro grew out of 
his having outdistanced 
George Aguilar in the 
November 2012 race for 
a position on the San 
Bernardino Municipal 
Water District represent-
ing that entity’s  Divi-
sion 2, with Navarro 
capturing  11,643 votes 
or 56.21 percent to Agui-
lar’s  9,070 votes or 43.79 
percent. At that point, 
Navarro, who had been 
a member of the school 
board since 2006, still 
had two years remaining 
on his term as a school 
board member.

Navarro’s victory 
prompted county su-
perintendent of schools 
Gary Thomas to seek a 
legal opinion from San 
Bernardino County’s in-
house lawyers, known 
as county counsel, as to 
whether holding both po-
sitions would represent a 
conflict. Thomas, who is 
independently elected to 
his post and has had a 
few run-ins with Navar-
ro over the last several 
years on issues 

Gil Navarro 

The parent company 
of Barstow Community 
Hospital has made a ma-
jor corporate expansion, 
swallowing in one gulp 
its major competitor. 

North Naples, Flor-
ida-based Community 
Health Systems, which 
owns Barstow Commu-
nity Hospital, acquired 
Health Management As-
sociates Inc., the compa-
ny announced January 7. 

Community Health 
Systems, which is the 

largest for-profit hospi-
tal system in the United 
States, is utilizing its 
own capital as well as 
borrowed money to take 
on ownership of Health 
Management Associates 
in a $7 billion transac-
tion. The takeover is ex-
pected to be completed 
by the end of the month. 

While the purchase 
strengthens assurances 
of the continuing provi-
sion of health care to the 
Barstow Community, 

there are anti-trust impli-
cations to the takeover. 
There have long been 
concerns about health 
care costs at Barstow 
Community Hospital. 
Community Health Sys-
tem’s elimination of its 
single largest competitor 
in one fell swoop does 
nothing to allay those 
concerns.

A study conducted 
by National Nurses 
United and the Institute 
for Health and 

T W E N T Y N I N E 
PALMS — With the re-
moval of the county’s 
moratorium on com-
mercial solar projects in 
San Bernardino County, 
a Chinese company with 
its American headquar-
ters in Silicon Valley has 
applied to construct a 1.5 
megawatt solar plant just 
outside the Twentynine 
Palms city limits. 

Clean Focus, based in 
Beijing and headed by 

chairman John Chang 
and president and CEO 
Stanley Chin, represents 
the investment firm GSR 
Ventures, a venture capi-
tal fund with substantial 
operations in China that 
invests primarily in early 
stage technology compa-
nies. 

Clean Focus specializ-
es in financing and leas-
ing solar power installa-
tions in the commercial, 
government, and utility 

sectors, and works with 
system integrators to 
identify economically 
compelling solar projects 
and provide financing 

through power purchase 
agreements or long-term 
leases.

John Chang has ex-
perience with start-up 

and multinational com-
panies, including a solar 
photovoltaic start-up and 
an energy-management 
services provider. He 
co-founded a casino slot-
machine manufacturer 
in Shanghai and worked 
with Chin on the merger 
of his company, StarCite, 
with OnVantage to form 
what he said is the domi-
nant player in cloud-
based meeting-manage-
ment technology.

Gary Ovitt

See P 10
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ing principals of the 
Colonies Partners. The 
county conferred upon 
the Colonies Partners a 
$102 million payment in 
November 2006 to end 
that lawsuit. A February 
2010 indictment charged 
Postmus with receiving 
a $100,000 bribe, paid in 
two $50,000 installments 
in the form of checks to 
political action commit-
tees he controlled. The 
2010 indictment also 
charged former San Ber-
nardino County sheriff’s 
deputies union president 
Jim Erwin, who worked 
as a consultant to the 
Colonies Partners dur-
ing their efforts to have 
the lawsuit settled and 
was later hired by Post-
mus to serve as assistant 
assessor, with having 
participated with Burum 
in an extortion scheme 
targeting Postmus and 
Biane that preceded the 
November 2006 vote. 
Identified in that in-
dictment as unnamed 
and unindicted cocon-
spirators were Burum, 

Richards, Biane, public 
relations professional 
Patrick O’Reilly and 
Mark Kirk, the chief-of-
staff to supervisor Gary 
Ovitt. Ovitt had joined 
with Postmus and Biane 
in voting to approve the 
$102 million settlement, 
which was opposed by 
supervisor Josie Gonza-
les and then-supervisor 
Dennis Hansberger.

Both Postmus and Er-
win, who were charged  
variously with a host of 
crimes including con-
spiracy, extortion, solic-
iting bribes, accepting 
bribes, perjury, filing 
falsified documents and 
other violations of the 
public trust, pleaded not 
guilty to those charges. 
But in March 2011, Post-
mus pleaded guilty to 
all fourteen counts con-
tained in the indictment 
against him along with 
one other unrelated drug 
possession count and 
agreed to turn state’s ev-
idence. He was the star 
witness before a newly-
impaneled grand jury 
that heard evidence and 
testimony from a total 
of 45 witnesses in April 
2011. In May 2011, that 

grand jury handed down 
a superseding 29-count 
indictment that collec-
tively charged Erwin, 
Burum, Biane and Kirk 
with conspiracy relat-
ing to the alleged brib-
ery scheme. Erwin was 
hammered with multiple 
counts, including receiv-
ing a bribe, acting as 
Burum’s agent, perjury, 
filing falsified docu-
ments and tax evasion. 
Biane was charged with 
soliciting and receiving a 
bribe in exchange for his 
vote. Kirk was charged 
with receiving a bribe in 
exchange for influencing 
his boss, Ovitt, to vote to 
approve the settlement. 
Burum was not charged 
with bribery. Rather, 
prosecutors fashioned 
charges against him 
that alleged aiding and 
abetting Postmus, Biane 
and Kirk in receiving 
bribes. The defendants 
were also charged with 
conflict-of-interest and 
misappropriating public 
funds. No substantive 
counts of extortion were 
charged in the supersed-
ing indictment and the 
extortion counts against 
Erwin in the February 

2010 indictment were 
dispensed with, although 
extortion implications 
were wrapped into the 
broad conspiracy count 
contained in the May 
2011 indictment.

Defense attorneys 
filed demurrers on behalf 
of their clients, motions 
which called into ques-
tion the legal sufficiency 
of the charges against 
the defendants. A central 
theme in those demur-
rers was the inability of 
prosecutors to charge a 
defendant with conspira-
cy or aiding and abetting 
a crime when that indi-
vidual stands accused of 
a crime that necessarily 
involves the involvement 
of another individual. 
San Bernardino County 
Superior Court Judge 
Brian McCarville grant-
ed many of those demur-
rers, severely weakening 
the case, which involved 
a rare cooperative pros-
ecution by the San Ber-
nardino County District 
Attorney’s Office and 
the California Attorney 
General’s Office. When 
prosecutors  appealed 
McCarville’s ruling to 
the Fourth District Court 

of Appeal in Riverside, 
that panel upheld Mc-
Carville on most issues 
of substance. The pros-
ecution then appealed to 
the California Supreme 
Court, which essential-
ly overruled the lower 
courts and reinstated the 
gist of the case. 

The case has been 
handed back to the 
Fourth District Court of 
Appeals, with instruc-
tions for any outstanding 
issues remaining from 
the demurrer stage to be 
resolved so the matter 
can move to trial. 

Thus, it now appears 

likely Burum will be 
headed to trial on charges 
of conspiracy, the aiding 
and abetting of bribery, 
and misappropriation of 
funds, Erwin will face 
charges of conspiracy, 
aiding and abetting Bi-
ane in his reception of a 
bribe, accepting a bribe, 
income reporting viola-
tions, tax violations and 
perjury, Biane will need 
to contest conspiracy 
and acceptance of a bribe 
charges and Kirk will 
be obliged to fend off 
charges that he received 
a bribe in the form of a 
$100,000 donation from 
Burum to his political 
action committee in ex-
change for influencing 
his boss, Ovitt, to vote 
to approve the settlement 
and that he misappropri-
ated $20,000 from that 
political action commit-
tee for his own use. 

The prosecution is yet 
faced with the burden 
of proving its case to a 
jury. In that way, relying 
upon Postmus to reprise 
his role before the 2011 
Grand Jury as the cen-
tral witness promises to 
be a risky proposition. 
In November 2006, just 
three weeks prior to the 
Colonies lawsuit settle-
ment vote, Postmus beat 
incumbent county as-
sessor Don Williamson 
after utilizing more than 
$3 million to conduct his 
countywide campaign 
for that office.  He re-
signed as First District 
supervisor in January 
2007 to move into the 
assessor’s post. Over the 
next two years, Postmus 
personally and politi-
cally self-destructed as 
he sank further and ever 
deeper into the grip of 
substance abuse, specifi-

Brown Emerging 
As Lead Witness In 
Colonies Case  from 
front page 
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Glimpse Of SBC’S Past
Etiwanda Celebrates SBC’s 100 Year Old “Red Car” Depot

been the city manager in 
Montclair and Ontario as 
well as by Gus Skropos, 
Ontario’s mayor who had 
once been one of his stu-
dents, and Jim Bowman, 
an Ontario council mem-
ber with whom Ovitt 
had gone to high school. 
In what was his first at-
tempt at elected office, 
he won. 

“It was a relatively 
easy assignment,” he 
said. “It required two 
nights a month for you 
to do the best you could 
representing people.” 
Six years later, he ran for 
mayor. He won.

Of his time on the 
council and as mayor, 
Ovitt said he had been 
part of a coordinated 
effort to “build up the 
city economically. We 
invested heavily in 
our industrial area and 
brought Ontario Mills 

on board. Through that 
we were able to get suf-
ficient tax revenue to buy 
property and put in the 
infrastructure where the 
Citizens Business Bank 
Arena now sits. I wasn’t 
there when they remod-
eled this library, but was 
there during the plan-
ning stages. We made 
the senior citizen center 
become a reality. We de-
veloped the teen center 
at De Anza Park. The 
convention center was 
built during that time. 
We worked with Los An-
geles World Airports to 
construct two new termi-
nals at Ontario Interna-
tional Airport. We hired 
Greg Devereaux as city 
manager, which helped 
us get a firm financial 
footing, where we could 
meet our community de-
velopment goals. As a re-
sult, Ontario today is the 
largest generator of sales 
tax revenue among all 
the cities in the county.”

Ovitt provided a win-

dow on the hiring of 
Devereaux, who at that 
point in the mid-1990s, 
was city manager in Fon-
tana where he was suc-
cessfully working to re-
juvenate that city in the 
aftermath of the closure 
of Kaiser Steel.

“I was on the council 
at the time,” Ovitt said. 
“The mayor [Skropos] 
was out of town and the 
mayor pro tem called for 
a special meeting. At the 
meeting we looked at the 
performance of the city 
attorney, Sam Crowe, 
and the interim city man-
ager, Michael O’Connor. 
With the four of us, we 
accepted Sam Crowe’s 
resignation and then put 
Michael O’Connor on 
administrative leave. We 
temporarily appointed 
Otto Kroutil, the com-
munity development di-
rector, to serve as acting 
city manager. The mayor 
was very impressed with 
Greg Devereaux. He was 
a good man who had 

done a good job in Fon-
tana and Gus [Skropos] 
made the arrangements 
to hire him.”

Ovitt had been may-
or for six years when 
the recall of California 
Governor Grey Davis 
took place and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger was 
elected to replace him. 
Then-San Bernardino 
County Fourth District 
supervisor Fred Agu-
iar resigned to take on a 
position in the Schwar-
zenegger administration. 
Aguiar’s wife, Patty, 
temporarily replaced 
him on the board, and 
the following year a spe-
cial election was held to 
fill the Fourth District 
supervisor’s post for the 
remaining two years 
of Aguiar’s term. Ovitt 
ran against a large field 
of candidates, the most 
noteworthy of whom 
were then-Chino mayor 
Eunice Ulloa and former 
supervisor, assembly-

By Ruth Musser-Lopez
When the Friends of 

the Pacific Electric Trail 
association in partner-
ship with the city of 
Rancho Cucamonga, 
celebrate the centennial 
of Etiwanda’s 100 year 
old Pacific Electric de-
pot on January 25 this 
year, those interested in 
San Bernardino County 
history will be cheering 
along with them.   The 
Pacific Electric passen-
ger train system, com-
monly known as the 
“Red Car” and its de-
pots played an important 
role in San Bernardino 
County’s early 20th cen-
tury when automobiles 
and paved streets were 
sparse—the electrified 
system opened up travel 
and commerce between 
San Bernardino, Los An-
geles, and all the com-
munities in between.  

The centennial event 
will be held from 10:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. and 
will include a free piece 
of anniversary cake for 
all—two cakes:  one 
decorated like the Depot 
and one like a Red Car, 
donated by the local Old 
Town Bakery.  Friends 
of the Pacific Electric 
Trail is a local, non-prof-
it advocacy group whose 

purpose is to enrich 
communities by enhanc-
ing and promoting the 
use of the 21-mile Pa-
cific Electric Trail (PET) 
by walkers, equestrians, 
runners, and cyclists as 
part of a healthy life-
style. The PET runs 
from Claremont to Ri-
alto and through the cit-
ies of Montclair, Upland, 
Rancho Cucamonga and 
Fontana.

Victoria Jones, vice 
president and spokes-

tion fundraising efforts.  
You’ll be able to get your 
photo taken behind an 
old fashion photo board 
Red Car image in front 
of the depot.  Eventually 
the building could be 
the Pacific Electric Trail 
head, the destination of 
school field trips, rented 
out by vendors or for use 
as office space or for on 
location movie produc-
tion, weddings or other 
community events.”

Jones added, “On 

chael and the first mayor, 
Jim Frost and special 
guest speaker Michael 
Biane.”  

Historically, the Eti-
wanda depot was linked 
with packing houses 
along the PE line and 
played an important role 
in moving products, in-
cluding the local wines 
and citrus grown in the 
area, to eastern markets 
and to ports in Los An-
geles. “Biane is steeped 
in the rich heritage and 

because both prospered 
in the last 100 years and 
are very much part of the 
history of the area.” 

 Helping with the cel-
ebration will be an old 
fashion barbershop quar-
tet, a “penny-farthing” 
rider and the local Bike 
Cyclery USA.  Architect, 
John Heller, hired for the 
restoration project, will 
lead tours of the depot 
and will show what yet 
needs to be done.  Plans 
call for restoration of 
doors, windows and the 
removal of graffiti and 
a beige paint that cov-
ers the original quartz 
grained plaster coat 
that once shimmered in 
the sunlight.  First de-
signed by the renowned 
architect Irving Gill, a 
noted figure in the mod-
ern movement of ar-
chitecture, the depot is 
currently listed on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places as a result of 
documentation prepared 
by concerned knowl-
edgeable citizens.  

 Jones also in-
vited special guests to 
the celebration including 
the mayors from Clare-
mont to San Bernardino, 

state assembly represen-
tatives, city planners, 
and local historic soci-
ety members who have 
helped to build the writ-
ten record of the depot.     

 Other important 
guests are representa-
tives from Southern 
California Edison, the 
Rails to Trails organiza-
tion and members of the 
Friends of the Pacific 
Electric Trail Associa-
tion, which represents 
businesses and groups 
who have donated time 
and funding in partner-
ship with the city of 
Rancho Cucamonga to 
the trail and depot resto-
ration. Recently, the non-
profit Friends of Pacific 
Electric Trail organiza-
tion donated $10,000 to 
the city to repair the de-
pot roof. 

In preparation for the 
event, the Friends group 
is looking for volunteers 
to prepare the site for the 
festivities. 

Volunteers are needed 
for a few hours this Sat-
urday, January 11 from 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
“rain or shine” to help 

person for the Friends 
group said, “We want to 
celebrate along with the 
city to make this a beau-
tiful piece of community 
heritage that we can all 
be proud of.  We want 
people to be able to enjoy 
it and celebrate with us 
while learning about the 
history of the station and 
contributing to restora-

January 25, the load-
ing dock to be used as a 
podium for the program 
and chairs will be set up 
on a guest book will be 
available for people to 
sign in. Official speak-
ers will include the cur-
rent Mayor of Rancho 
Cucamonga, Dennis Mi-

legacy of the historic 
wine industry here,” 
Jones said.  “Local cit-
rus growers of the area 
have also been invited to 
share their knowledge of 
that important industry. 
The local vintners and 
citrus growers have been 
given a special invitation 

The historic depot today at 7089 Etiwanda Avenue, Rancho Cucamonga. 

Continued on Page 9
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Brown Emerging 
As Lead Witness In 
Colonies Case  from  
page 2  

cally the use of metham-
phetamine, ecstasy and 
inhalants. As early as 
2006 – in the midst of 
his campaign for asses-
sor and while he was yet 
chairman of the board 
of supervisors –  Post-
mus had made an unex-
plained disappearance. 
That absence was taken  
so he could undergo 
drug rehabilitation treat-
ment, a secret kept under 
wraps not only by those 
in his own circle but by 
then-county administra-
tive officer Mark Uffer 
and other high ranking 
county officials. After he 
became assessor, Post-
mus, who had no prior 
real estate appraising 
experience, was notori-
ously absent from the 
assessor’s office. Freed 
of the discipline of hav-
ing to make appearances 
at board of supervisors 
meetings two or three 
times a month, Postmus’ 
drug addiction intensi-
fied, despite at least two 
interventions efforts. In 
2008, while Postmus was 
undergoing treatment, 
his absence from the as-
sessor’s office became 
a public issue. A cover 
story was concocted in 
which it was acknowl-
edged he was seeking as-
sistance with a substance 
addiction, but it was 
falsely claimed he was 
suffering from a reliance 
on painkillers brought 
about by a back injury. 
In January 2009, after 
the district attorney’s of-
fice began focusing on 
the potential criminal 
implication in the parti-
san application of the au-
thority of the assessor’s 
office, search warrants 
were obtained for Post-
mus’ office and home. 
When those search war-
rants were served in 
January 2009, drugs and 
drug paraphernalia were 
discovered at Postmus’ 
Rancho Cucamonga 
townhome.  A firestorm 
of controversy ensued 
and the following month, 
Postmus resigned as as-
sessor. 

Postmus’ indictment 
on the bribery charges 
came a year his res-
ignation from office. 
Throughout that time, 

he struggled with his ad-
diction. After his indict-
ment, whatever money 
he had accumulated 
during his public career 
was devoured by living 
expenses and lawyers 
fees. At some point in 
late 2010, even as his at-
torney, Stephen Levine, 
maintained the outward 
fiction of putting on a 
legal defense in the face 
of the indictment, Post-
mus began cooperating 
with prosecutors.  With 
the world already closed 
in upon him and af-
ter seeming to have hit 
rock bottom, a series of 
events plummeted the 
man who had once stood 
at the highest pinnacle of 
San Bernardino County 
politics even further 

an exploratory move by 
the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice to determine if there 
might be grounds for the 
filing of federal charges 
against the defendants in 
the state Colonies Settle-
ment Public Corruption 
Prosecution. Postmus 
made statements that in 
some measure contra-
dicted earlier statements 
he had made, including 
ones before the grand 
jury. He also acknowl-
edged that he continued 
to use methamphet-
amine, including hav-
ing ingested the drug  a 
"couple dozen times" in 
2011, during the same 
time he had been before 
the grand jury. 

The attorneys repre-
senting Burum, Biane, 
Erwin and Kirk made 
clear that Postmus’ drug 
use would become a ma-
jor point of contention 
with regard to the cred-
ibility of his testimony. 
That point has been 
rammed home by a con-
sistent stream of internet 
postings on various me-
dia blogs wherein sup-
porters of the defendants 
and critics of the district 
attorney’s office and 
state attorney general’s 
office have criticized the 
prosecution for its reli-
ance on Postmus – now a 
convicted felon and con-
firmed drug addict – in 
making its case.

Thus, the prosecution 
is now in the process of 

reassessing how it will 
proceed. Prosecutors 
believe they can mini-
mize the role Postmus 
will play in offering 
prosecution testimony 
and instead rely on pub-
lic campaign disclosure 
documents which reveal 
Burum’s provision of 
money to the three oth-
ers indicted with him, 
as well as the testimony 
of two other figures in-
volved in the matter – 
public relations consul-
tant Patrick O’Reilly and 
Brown. 

Prosecutors intend to 
call O’Reilly as a witness 
and elicit from him testi-
mony that in 2006, three 
months before the elec-
tion and the settlement 
which followed 21 days 
later, he had prepared 
mailers based upon in-
formation that had been 
provided to him by Bu-
rum or  Burum’s hired 
private investigators. 
Those mailers revealed 
that Biane was person-
ally insolvent and teeter-
ing at the brink of bank-
ruptcy and that Postmust 
was a homosexual who 
was hopelessly in the 
grip of drug addiction 
even as he was perched 
at the pinnacle of county 
government as the chair-
man of the board of su-
pervisors and heading 
the county GOP as the 
chairman of the San Ber-
nardino County Republi-
can Central Committee. 

While that election-
eering material was 
prepared and ready for 
dissemination, none of 
it was actually mailed 
to voters. In this way, 
prosecutors believe, they 
can establish for a jury 
that Burum, with the as-
sistance of Erwin, who 
they allege acted as a 
go-between in his role as 
a consultant to the Colo-
nies Partners, had black-
mailed, i.e., extorted, 
both Postmus and Biane 
by threatening to pub-
licly reveal information 
that would have been 
damaging to them politi-
cally.

Key to the bribery 
element of the case is 
$400,000 in donations 
Burum and/or his com-
pany, the Colonies Part-
ners, made to political 
action committees con-
trolled by the other three 
defendants and Postmus 
over the seven month pe-
riod following the settle-
ment.

On March 20, 2007, 
Burum made out a check 
for $100,000 to what 
prosecutors say was the 
then-nonexistent Com-
mittee for Effective 
Government PAC. Pros-
ecutors say Erwin then 
created the Committee 
for Effective Govern-
ment PAC on March 23, 
2007, establishing him-
self as chairman, Clyde 
Boyd-vice-chairman, 

Elizabeth Sanchez-sec-
retary, Betty Presley-
treasurer, Gloria Affa-
tati-Boyd-director, and 
Steven Hauer-director. 
On March 28, 2007, 
Erwin deposited the 
$100,000 check into the 
Committee for Effective 
Government PAC’s bank 
account.  

On May 16, 2007, 
Burum wrote a check 
for $100,000 from the 
Colonies Partners to the 
then-nonexistent Alli-
ance for Ethical Govern-
ment PAC. On May 25, 
2007, Kirk, according 
to prosecutors, directed 
his campaign accountant 
to complete the estab-
lishment of the Alliance 
for Ethical Govern-
ment PAC. On May 29, 
2007, Kirk deposited 
the $100,000 check into 
the Alliance for Ethical 
Government’s bank ac-
count. 

On June 15, 2007, 
Burum and the co-man-
aging principal with 
the Colonies Partners, 
Dan Richards, signed a 
check for $100,000 from 
Colonies Partners to the 
San Bernardino Coun-
ty Young Republicans 
PAC, which prosecutors 
maintain was secretly 
controlled by Biane. .

On June 29, 2007, Bu-
rum signed a check for 
$50,000 from the Colo-
nies Partners to the In-

downward. During one 
of Postmus’ appearances 
in court, officials who 
suspected he was under 
the influence of metham-
phetamine confronted 
him, subjected him to a 
drug test and then seized 
and searched his vehicle, 
turning up drug residue 
and paraphernalia, con-
firming their suspicions. 
In March 2011, Postmus 
threw in the towel, plead-
ing to the entirety of the 
charges pending against 
him. He then went before 
the newly impaneled 
grand jury and provided 
testimony that was used 
to support the reindict-
ment of Erwin and the 
indictments of Biane, 
Kirk and Burum.

Postmus’ credibility 
and anticipated role as 
the lead witness in the 
prosecution of the four 
defendants came under 
question when in Octo-
ber 2011  Postmus volun-
tarily and with his law-
yer’s consent submitted 
to questioning by FBI 
Agent Jonathan Zeitlin 
and Assistant U.S. Attor-
neys Jerry Behnke and 
Joseph Widman. The ex-
change with the former 
supervisor was part of 



Friday, January 10, 2014 Page 5San Bernardino County Sentinel

Ovitt Won’t Seek 
Reelection from  
page 3 

Continued on Page 7

Prudential
California Realty

Richard S. Morda

Realtor/DRE License
 # 01734177

California Realty
1063 W. Sixth Street 
Suite 101 Ontario CA 

91762 Business 909 983 
9933  Fax 909 984 5664

Cell 213 713 8849

E-mail: richardmor-
da@pruCArealty.com

man and state senator 
Ruben Ayala’s son, Mau-
rice. Ovitt won that race. 

“At that point I had 
taught for 35 years and 
I enjoyed what I was do-
ing, but I saw running 
for supervisor as a new 
challenge and an oppor-
tunity to try my hand at 
the county level and to 
interact with other cities 
and build relationships. 
It was an opportunity to 
do things I had not done 
before,” he said.

County government 
at that time, he said, 
was “much different as 
opposed to city govern-
ment. I came from a 
well-run city. When I ac-
tually went to the county, 
it was like the frontier, 
the wild, wild West. You 
could do pretty much 
whatever you wanted to 
do in your district. You 
could deal with someone 
in your district and task 
staff to remedy the situa-
tion along whatever lines 
or rules needed. Mark 
Uffer was the county 
administrative officer at 
that time. He had become 
top administrator around 
the time I got there. 
Mark was a very capa-
ble administrator at the 
county hospital but when 
he was hired to oversee 

all 42 of the county’s 
departments and 19,000 
employees he took on far 
more responsibility. It 
was an almost unwork-
able situation. The board 
had tremendous power 
and the chairman of the 
board was more respon-
sible than the county ad-
ministrator, more power-
ful and more in control. 
Immediately, I realized 
if it was to work better 
we were going to need 
someone like Greg as 
administrator, someone 
of his caliber who under-
stood the workings of a 
municipality and could 
make it come together 
with structure and order. 
I looked around at the 
board and none of the 
five of us had the techni-
cal ability to do that. Bill 
Postmus was a politi-
cian. Dennis Hansberger 
had been involved with 
his family’s business but 
didn’t have experience 
running something like 
the county. Josie Gonza-
les had run a good fam-
ily-owned restaurant but 
didn’t have the necessary 
experience. Paul Biane’s 
family had a business 
and he had experience 
selling real estate but 
that was it. I had been a 
high school teacher. 

“We needed a struc-
ture where we could 
bring in a professional, 
someone who could run 
an administration for 

the entire county and its 
departments and we [the 
board] could then deal 
with policy and devote 
ourselves to issues in our 
district on a more effi-
cient basis,” Ovitt said.  

In his initial years on 
the board, Ovitt said, 
he felt board members 
were out of their depth 
in dealing with issues 
placed before them and 
were without the top tier 
administrative guidance 
that could delegate deci-
sions on pressing issues 
to those with the requi-
site technical expertise 
or experience.

“One of the things 
I was concerned about 
was our decision-making 
on how we spent mon-
ey and our budgeting,” 
Ovitt said. “Much of it 
was done by the chair-
man of the board. As su-
pervisors we had no idea 
of what equipment we 
were missing, whether 
we needed an 800 mega-
hertz capability, what 
equipment needed to be 
purchased. Josie and I 
were elected at the same 
time. There was a learn-
ing curve for both of us. 
We have changed all of 
this for the better.”

His greatest contri-
bution to the county, he 
opined, was to reorga-
nize leadership and man-
agement by strengthen-
ing the role of the county 
administrative officer, 

a position which is now 
termed the county’s 
executive officer. It is 
manned by Devereaux, 
who was lured away 
from Ontario in 2010 
while Ovitt was chair-
man of the board. 

“It is now a matter 
of whoever is elected 
supervisor, that person 
will have the resource 
of a strong leader in the 
form of the CEO, instead 
of rushing to meet what-
ever happens to be the 
trend of the day,” Ovitt 
said. “The supervisors 
before were able to spend 
money on whatever they 
wanted in their own dis-
trict but there was no 
control, their request 
was not agenized and no 
vote required. As super-
visors we have lost direct 
access and control of that 
money, but now there is 
a much more intelligent 
and structured control 
on how our money is 
spent. Although tasked 
with setting the budget, 
we really didn’t play 
much of a role in shaping 
the budget. The sheriff 
had tremendous power. 
The district attorney had 
power. Public safety is 
always important and 
the public demands we 
provide safety for them 
and their communities. 
Now we budget ahead 
and do not throw mon-
ey at a problem when it 
arises. It is not so much 

that Mark Uffer failed 
but that the system 
of governance wasn’t 
wired so that we could 
rely on a professional 
who knew government 
structure and how to 
organize and recognize 
the difference between 
policy decisions and 
operations. The county 
is now setting goals, so 
that we know where we 
are going instead of do-
ing just what the board 
happens to bring up. We 
no longer give the sher-
iff or DA whatever they 
ask for without question. 
There is a new organiza-
tion and Greg has made 
it so it reflects the way 
we work, separating the 
board, as policy mak-
ers, from the day-to-day 
operations. We involved 
the public in developing 
a Community Indica-
tors Report to establish 
a baseline for what we 
need to improve – health, 
education, economy. We 
now have a basis to work 
from to develop priori-
ties.”

Ovitt said he also be-
lieves that the county 
board and management 
structure is now “smart-
er about the way we do 
our budgeting, putting 
money away and trying 
to build reserves. We ne-
gotiated with the [labor] 
associations to pay 7.5 
percent of their retire-
ment costs. There is now 
something built into the 
budget for the future. 
Costs will continue to be 
reduced and we will be 
able to continue to bring 
more money into our 
programs, into building 
jails and into meeting 
other important goals.”

The hardest part of 
the job of being a su-
pervisor/policy maker is 
having the discipline to 
say “no,” Ovitt said. 

“I think the county is 
huge and it has tremen-
dous opportunities,” he 
said. “We can’t fund 
them all. We have to 
work with the CEO to de-
velop priorities. We have 
to work with each other 
and other governmental 
entities. We spend our 
money according to the 
mutual goals we have. 
Previously, we were act-
ing and reacting blindly 
in many respects.”

He said his advice to 
his successor is to “con-
tinue” with the improve-

ments made under his 
watch on the board. 

Ovitt said that he does 
not think he would have 
done anything much dif-
ferently if he had it to 
do over again. “I don’t 
see any regrets,” he said. 
“You take risks and 
make changes. You do 
your best. I don’t think 
I’ve hurt anyone. That 
is the key to what I did. 
I obviously had a tough 
vote with the Colonies 
[in which he joined with 
supervisors Bill Postmus 
and Paul Biane in No-
vember 2006 to confer a 
$102 million settlement 
of a lawsuit brought 
against the county by the 
Colonies Partners]. My 
vote made sense because 
I saw real liability on the 
part of our county.”

Of those he worked 
with on the board, Ovitt 
said of Bill Postmus, “He 
was a strong leader at the 
beginning but he became 
absent halfway through 
his last term.”  

Paul Biane, Ovitt said, 
“expressed his opinions 
and fought for what he 
believed in.” 

Josie Gonzales, he 
said, “is the Eveready 
Battery. She goes to 
many, many events. She 
is not afraid to express 
her opinion. She speaks 
from her heart.”  

Dennis Hansberger, 
Ovitt said, “was a great 
mentor. He studied the 
issues. He was bright 
and articulate. I think 
he was old-fashioned but 
in a good way in that he 
loved to debate issues. 
Debate became less of 
the plan of governance 
under Bill Postmus. 
With Bill Postmus, you 
didn’t debate.” 

Neil Derry, Ovitt said, 
“came in to make a name 
for himself and be Mr. 
Clean, if you will, and 
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land Empire PAC, which 
publicly listed Dino De-
Fazio as chairman, Mike 
Gallagher as vice-chair, 
Jeff Bentow as commu-
nity outreach director, 
and Mike Richman as 
executive director, but 
which prosecutors say 
was secretly controlled 
by Postmus. On June 29, 
2007, Burum signed a 
check for $50,000 from 
the Colonies Partners 
to the Republicans for a 
Conservative Majority 
PAC, which listed Mike 
Richman as the sole 
member of the board of 
directors and executive 
director but which was, 
prosecutors maintain, 
secretly controlled by 
Postmus.

Prosecutors allege the 
provision of these po-
litical donations to the 
various PACs was an 
elaborate ruse to launder 
bribes.

The model upon 
which the other involved 
PACs  were designed, 
prosecutors allege, was 
the San Bernardino 
County Young Republi-
cans PAC, which pros-
ecutors allege was con-
trolled by Biane, but 
which was actually set 
up by Brown, his chief-
of-staff. Brown founded 
at least four political ac-
tion committees used to 

vector money to various 
political candidates and 
campaigns.

The Sentinel has 
learned that after dis-
trict attorney’s office had 
begun looking into the 
Colonies lawsuit settle-
ment in earnest, in the 
spring of 2009 district 
attorney’s investigators 
Hollis Randles, Schyler 
Beaty and Robert Sch-
reiber confronted both 
Kirk and Brown, aggres-
sively questioning them 
with regard to action 
they had taken on behalf 
of Ovitt and Biane, sug-
gesting the PACS they 
had set up had been used 
to launder kickbacks.

Kirk initially re-
sponded to some of the 
questions but became 
increasingly reluctant to 
continue, and resisted 
efforts to wring from 
him statements impli-
cating Ovitt. He insisted 
that the interrogation be 
brought to a close and 
refused to make any fur-
ther statements outside 
the presence of an attor-
ney. 

When the investiga-
tors isolated Brown, they 
subjected him to accusa-
tions that he had acted 
illegally on Biane’s be-
half  as well as in tandem 
with him in a criminal 
conspiracy. Panicked, 
Brown acceded to coop-
erating with the district 
attorney’s office.

Of immediate interest 
to Schreiber, Beatty and 
Hollis was the San Ber-

nardino County Young 
Republicans PAC, which 
Brown founded in 2006 
with Biane’s blessing to 
assist Biane and other 
members of Biane’s po-
litical circle in distribut-
ing money to politicians 
they supported. Cam-
paign finance records 
show that the San Ber-
nardino County Young 
Republicans PAC be-
came a political force to 
be reckoned with after 
the $100,000 check from 
Colonies Partners was 
deposited into its ac-
count in June 2007. The 
indictments allege that 
the series of $100,000 
donations to the politi-
cal action committees 
founded and controlled 
by Postmus, Brown, 
Kirk and Erwin were 
in fact quid pro quos 
— bribes — paid in ex-
change for the approval 
of the settlement. Pros-
ecutors allege that Biane, 
through Brown, secretly 
controlled the San Ber-
nardino County Young 
Republicans PAC.

Indeed, political ac-
tion committees Brown 
and Biane were involved 
with raised numerous 
questions, and not just 
with district attorney’s 
office investigators. The 
Sentinel is informed that 
a complaint was filed 
more than two years 
ago with the state Fair 
Political Practices Com-
mission (FPPC) citing a 
PAC founded by Brown 

in 2008, the San Ber-
nardino County Taxpay-
ers Association, which 
is separate from the 
San Bernardino County 
Young Republicans PAC 
alluded to in the indict-
ments. According to well 
placed sources, both the 
San Bernardino County 
Taxpayers Association 
and the San Bernardino 
County Young Repub-
licans PAC were under 
scrutiny in that investi-
gation.

On March 17, 2008, 
Brown formed the San 
Bernardino County 
Taxpayers Association 
PAC and named J.M. Ol-
chawa as the PAC’s trea-
surer. Both Brown and 
Olchawa are residents of 
Grand Terrace. Olchawa 
endowed the PAC with 
its first operating capi-
tal in the form of a $100 
contribution.  Less than 
a month later, on April 
9, 2008, the San Ber-
nardino County Young 
Republicans PAC con-
tributed $40,000, which 
had apparently origi-
nated with the $100,000 
contribution from the 
Colonies Partners the 
previous year, to the San 
Bernardino County Tax-
payers Association PAC. 
The following month, on 
May 29, 2008, one of the 
political action commit-
tees controlled by Post-
mus, the Inland Empire 
PAC, infused the San 
Bernardino County Tax-
payers PAC with $3,000 

and the month after that, 
on June 2, 2008, with 
another $2,000. That 
$5,000, too, had appar-
ently been originally 
provided by the Colonies 
Partners.

Based upon investi-
gators’ exchanges with 
Brown, prosecutors with 
both the  California At-
torney General’s Office 
and the San Bernardino 
County District Attor-
ney’s office had grounds 
to allege the PAC had 
been used as a vehicle to 
launder bribes and kick-
backs to Biane.

In the less than two 
month period between 
the $40,000 contribu-
tion from Brown’s own 
Young Republicans PAC 
on April 9, 2008 and 
Postmus’ Inland Empire 
PAC’s $2,000 donation 
on June 2, 2008, the San 
Bernardino County Tax-
payers Association PAC 
received a substantial 
amount of money in the 
form of both contribu-
tions and loans, all from 
other political figures. 
On April 25, 2008, the 
Committee to Elect Paul 
Biane gave the San Ber-
nardino County Taxpay-
ers Association PAC a 
$15,000 contribution. 
On April 29, 2008 the 
Committee to Elect Dick 
Larsen provided the 
San Bernardino County 
Taxpayers Association 
PAC with a $10,000 
loan. Larsen was then 
the county treasurer. On 
May 5, 2008 the Com-

mittee to Elect Gary C. 
Ovitt made a $15,000 
contribution to Brown’s 
San Bernardino County 
Taxpayers Association 
PAC. That money may 
have originated with the 
Colonies Partners before 
being provided to Kirk’s 
Alliance For Ethical 
Government PAC and 
then being provided to 
Ovitt. On May 9, 2008, 
the Josie Gonzales for 
Supervisor campaign 
provided a $15,000 con-
tribution to the San Ber-
nardino County Taxpay-
ers PAC. On May 16, 
2008, Bill Emmerson for 
Assembly 2008 made a 
$5,000 contribution to 
Brown’s recently formed 
PAC. The same day, the 
San Bernardino Public 
Employees Association 
PAC provided Brown’s 
PAC with a $10,000 con-
tribution. On May 23, 
2008, the Committee to 
Elect Gary C. Ovitt pro-
vided Brown’s PAC with 
a $10,000 loan. On May 
27, 2008, the Hansberger 
for Supervisor Com-
mittee made a $25,000 
contribution to the San 
Bernardino County Tax-
payers Association PAC. 
The next day, May 28, 
the Paul Cook for As-
sembly 2008 Committee 
provided Brown’s PAC 
with a $5,000 loan. The 
same day, the Commit-
tee to Elect Paul Biane 
made a $10,000 loan to 
Brown’s PAC. On May 
29, Bill Emmerson for 
Assembly 2008 made a 
$5,000 contribution to 
the PAC and on June 2, 
2008, the Hansberger for 
Supervisor Committee 
made a $15,000 contri-
bution to the San Ber-
nardino County Taxpay-
ers Association PAC.

The lion’s share of 
the money Brown’s PAC 
took in was used to fund 
Hansberger’s effort to 
be reelected as county 
Third District supervi-
sor that year. Accord-
ing to campaign dis-
closure documents, the 
San Bernardino County 
Taxpayers Association 
PAC on May 18 pro-
vided the Hansberger 
for Supervisor Commit-
tee with $57,030.70 and 
on June 30, 2008, more 
than three weeks after 
Hansberger had lost the 
election to Neil Derry 

Continued on Page 7
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sometimes it was harm-
ful to other supervisors.” 

Janice Rutherford, he 
said, “is bright, articu-
late and is a good leader.” 

James Ramos “wants 
to solve everyone’s prob-
lems. He has more to 
learn about the county. 
He cares.” 

Robert Lovingood, 
Ovitt said, “brings a 
businessman’s perspec-
tive to every issue and is 

good to work with.”
Brad Mitzelfelt, he 

said, “overanalyzed and 
tried to do too much of 
the work himself.”

Before Ovitt became 
board chairman and af-
ter Postmus had been  
chairman of the San Ber-
nardino County Republi-
can Central Committee, 
Ovitt became central 
committee chairman.  
He said that he “tried to 
keep our party activity 
separate from my being 
on the board of supervi-
sors,” which he said was 
counter to Postmus’ ap-

proach, which blurred 
the distinction between 
the two lines of author-
ity. 

Ovitt, like the rest of 
the board, is subject to 
recently enacted term 
limits, but those were 
not applicable until this 
term, meaning he could 
vie for reelection this 
year and again in 2018, 
if he chose to. His intent 
to depart at the end of 
the current term now has 
contributed to the per-
ception that he is leaving 
because another Repub-
lican, assemblyman Curt 

Hagman, has given in-
dication he covets being 
Fourth District supervi-
sor and was prepared to 
put Ovitt to a real elec-
toral test. 

Ovitt insisted he was 
not driven to leave of-
fice by Hagman’s resolve 
to vie for Fourth District 
supervisor or reports 
that Congressman Glo-
ria Negrete-McLeod was 
also contemplating leav-
ing the House of Repre-
sentatives to make a bid 
for supervisor. 

“The truth is my wife 
and I talked about this 
and had come to this 
decision independent of 
the other issues,” Ovitt 
told the Sentinel. “I am 
66 years old. I always in-
tended this to be my last 
term. I ran 7 times and I 
won 7 times. I’ve accom-
plished things I never 
would have envisioned 
I would accomplish. I 
have been councilman 
and mayor, supervi-
sor and chairman of the 
board of supervisors. I 
was the SCAG [Southern 
California Association 
of Governments] presi-
dent and helped return 

it to a highly respected 
planning organization. I 
don’t see too much more 
I can accomplish.”

Ovitt acknowledged 
that he was aware Hag-
man was looking to chal-
lenge him this year.

“He is aggressively 
looking at being supervi-
sor,” Ovitt said. “He will 
be termed out of the as-
sembly and has nowhere 
else to go. If he ran and I 
ran, I would have run on 
my record and I believe 
I would have done well.  
The labor unions have 
not been encouraging me 
to run.  Congresswoman 
McLeod is also consid-
ering running. She has 
over $900,000 in her 
campaign account and 
she doesn’t like the par-
tisanship in Washington. 
It would have been an 
interesting race. My plan 
had always been to step 
down after this term. The 
only reason I was look-
ing at serving another 
term was the encourage-
ment I was getting from 
others to run again. My 
wife and I both looked 
at it. I go out on my own 
terms now. I am a man of 

faith and I prayed about 
it. This is a good time for 
me to bow out. I can be 
just as effective in the 
other roles I am contem-
plating,” Ovitt said.

“I am still healthy 
and I would like to get 
involved in education 
again,” he said. “That is 
what I loved doing and 
what I am trained for. I 
am looking at a chance 
to finish up in the field. 
When I look at water 
boards, school boards, 
city councils, I see peo-
ple who want to repre-
sent their communities 
but who have not been 
trained in leadership. I 
do not see a ‘bench’ of 
people who know how 
to run agencies and gov-
ernments.  I want to get 
involved in making lead-
ership training oppor-
tunities available. This 
could be done at our col-
leges or universities or 
be privately funded. The 
idea would be to train 
leaders of the future. Not 
many young people join 
service organizations 
anymore. The young 
people who do show an 

on June 3, Brown’s PAC 
gave the Hansberger for 
Supervisor Committee 
$100,920.29.

The Fair Political 
Practices Commission 
interested itself in the 
lack of any subsequent 
accounting for the $35, 
000.00 in loans made 
to the San Bernardino 
County Taxpayers As-
sociation PAC by the 
Larsen, Ovitt, Cook and 
Biane campaign com-
mittees. All references 
to those loans disap-
peared from subsequent 
campaign filing state-
ments made on behalf 
of the PAC by Olchawa. 
The loans in question ap-
pear to be outstanding. 
No explicit reference to 
repayments to any of 
the lending parties can 
be found in any of the 
San Bernardino County 
Taxpayers Association 
PAC’s financial disclo-
sure statements. While 
the online filing made 
by the Committee to 
Elect Gary Ovitt shows 

an outstanding loan of 
$10,000 to the San Ber-
nardino County Taxpay-
ers Association PAC as 
of 12/31/2010, online fil-
ings for the other lending 
parties have never been 
made available. There 
is no indication in any 
available documentation 
showing any of the loans 
were repaid.

No FPPC action was 
ever taken against the 
San Bernardino County 
Taxpayers Association 
PAC or Brown.

Despite the questions 
relating to the monetary 
transfers his PACs have 
been involved in and 
other outstanding issues, 
prosecutors are yet con-
vinced that Brown can 
be effectively used as a 
witness in the prosecu-
tions of Burum, Biane, 
Kirk and Erwin.

After Brown was ap-
proached by investiga-
tors in the Spring of 2009 
and he agreed to become 
an informant for the dis-
trict attorney’s office, he 
surreptitiously provided  
information and material 
to prosecutors intended 
to put his boss – Biane 
– in prison.  That coop-
eration with prosecutors 

included Brown wearing 
a wire – a hidden audio 
recording device – while 
he was at work in Bi-
ane’s supervisorial office 
in an attempt to capture 
utterances by Biane that 
would implicate him in 
bribe taking. 

About a year before 
the superseding indict-
ment was handed down, 
the district attorney’s 
office, assisted by the 
county’s senior adminis-
trators, went to extraor-
dinary lengths to pro-
tect Brown and separate 
him from Biane.  With 
much fanfare, Brown, 
who at that point in 2010 
was still Biane’s chief 
of staff, filed a claim 
against the county, al-
leging Biane was retali-
ating against him. In the 
claim, Brown disclosed 
that he had been cooper-
ating in the district attor-
ney’s office’s investiga-
tion of Biane.

Biane, who had been 
the best man at Brown’s 
wedding and still consid-
ered Brown a trusted and 
close friend, was com-
pletely and utterly taken 
aback by the claim. He 
had no inkling, he said, 
that his chief of staff was 

working as an informant 
against him. More to the 
point, Biane was that 
year standing for reelec-
tion. The publicity about 
the matter redounded 
to his political disad-
vantage and after plac-
ing second in the June 
primary, he ultimately 
lost to his most formi-
dible challenger, Fontana 
councilwoman Janice 
Rutherford. 

Before the 2010 elec-
tion, at the apparent 
direction of county ex-
ecutive officer Greg 
Devereaux,  county au-
ditor-controller-recorder 
Larry Walker brought 
Brown into his office as 
his second-in-command, 
making him assistant 
county auditor-control-
ler, despite his lack of 
experience or expertise 
with regard to the duties 
of the office. 

Brown remains as 
Walker’s top assistant 
following a reorganiza-
tion in which Walker 
handed responsibility for 
the recorder’s function 
over to the assessor’s of-
fice and took on the add-
ed assignment of trea-
surer and tax collector. 
Brown retains the status, 

stature and credibility of 
being an assistant county 
department head. From 
that position he is thus 
likely to be called as a 
witness when the Colo-
nies Lawsuit Settlement 
Public Corruption Prose-
cution goes to trial, if in-
deed it ever does so. De-
fense attorneys are now 
in the process of draw-
ing up a host of motions, 
including ones alleging 
prosecutorial miscon-
duct and the elapsing of 
the statute of limitations, 
aimed at having the case 
dismissed outright. 

 In the role of lead 
witness, Brown will be 
counted upon to blast a 
hole below Biane’s water 
line, testifying that at the 
former supervisor’s di-
rection he had used the 
San Bernardino County 
Young Republicans PAC 
to launder the bribe Bi-
ane had received from 
Burum in exchange for 
his vote to approve the 
$102 million lawsuit set-
tlement. 

Nevertheless, what-
ever story Brown is to 
tell is likely to raise as 
many questions as it 
will answer. Prosecutors 
can be selective in their 

questions to him, allow-
ing him to put his best 
foot forward, claiming 
he was somehow inno-
cently caught up in the 
corrupt political machi-
nations of his one-time 
boss and best friend and 
closest political associ-
ate. Defense attorneys, 
however, will not likely 
allow it to escape jurors’ 
attention that had the 
same standard of con-
duct that was applied 
to Kirk been applied to 
Brown, he would have 
been indicted as well. 
And defense attorneys 
will probably also ask 
withering questions 
about the transferences 
of money into and out of 
the other PACs he found-
ed or controlled, mak-
ing it difficult for him to 
sell the idea that he had 
been a naïf manipulated 
by Biane in his operation 
of the San Bernardino 
County Young Republi-
cans. 

How well Brown 
holds up under that 
cross-examination could 
impact the outcome of 
the trial and whether the 
defendants will be con-
victed or exonerated. 

Continued on Page 11
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Ghost Town 
from page 7

Socio-Economic Policy 
places Barstow Commu-
nity Hospital’s markup 
rate for medical services 
among more than 4,000 
hospitals in the country 
near the top in both Cali-
fornia, fourth, and the 
entire country, at 39th. 

Word of the possible 
merger leaked out in 
August. It became a re-

ality this week. There is 
concern being expressed 
that the company will 
now up its rates further 
to pay for the merger 
and will simultaneous-
ly reduce the acquisi-
tion of state-of-the art 
equipment. That is not 
too much of an immedi-
ate concern in Barstow, 
given the recent opening 
of the new replacement 
hospital.

A coalition of groups 
representing registered 

nurses from across the 
country has begun coor-
dinated protests against 
the merger but they are 
not likely to result in any 
legal or regulatory ac-
tion that will prevent the 
merger from proceeding. 

More than 97 percent 
of Health Management 
Associates shareholders 
approved the purchase. 

Barstow Hospital’s 
Owner Expands  
from front page 

Rep. Paul Cook (R-
Apple Valley) will host 
a Twitter Town Hall on 
Wednesday, January 15 
from 12:00 PM to 1:00 
PM PST.  

Anyone wishing to 
follow Rep. Cook’s Town 
Hall can visit his Twitter 
page, @RepPaulCook , 

on Wednesday, January 
15 between 12:00PM to 
1:00PM PST. A Twitter 
account is not needed 
to view the Town Hall. 
Those wishing to ask 
questions, however, must 
have a Twitter account 
and can tweet questions 
to Rep. Cook using the 

hashtag #AskCook. 
Cook said, “Engaging 

with constituents across 
the 8th District remains 
one of my top priorities. 
I’m excited to find new 
ways to connect with 
the people, families, and 
communities I’m proud 
to represent.” 

Constituents are en-
couraged to participate 
by asking questions on 
Twitter throughout the 
course of the week. 

A member of the 
House Armed Servic-
es and Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committees, Cook 
served as an infantry 
officer and retired after 

26 years as a colonel in 
the U.S. Marine Corps. 
During his time in com-
bat, he was awarded the 
Bronze Star and two 
Purple Hearts.

Frank Guzman
Attorney at Law

Former Prosecutor,  Western State University of Law Graduate
Handling all manner of criminal defense from DUI to Capital Murder

Over 24 years in practice
Over 200 jury trials

3633 10th Street Riverside, CA 92501
(951) 274-9798 (P)

  (951)  274-9036 (F)

Cook Set To Conduct Twitter Town Hall Meeting On January 15

Paul Cook
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city was seeking his suc-
cessor.

Bartlam was chosen 
after a statewide search 
and the consideration of 
85 candidates. 

Bartlam worked as 

Lodi’s community de-
velopment director from 
1996 until 2005, at which 
time he departed to work 
for Lilley Planning 
Group, a land use con-
sultancy. He was with 
Lilley for three years be-
fore returning as Lodi’s 
community development 
director in 2008. 

After he completed 
the supervision of Lodi’s 
update to its general plan 
in April 2010, he was 
promoted to the position 
of interim city manager. 
In November 2010, he 
was made Lodi’s full 
fledged city manager. 

He has 25 years expe-
rience in municipal plan-

ning. He served as a city 
planner for the city of 
Brea from 1989 to 1996; 
a development servic-
es manager and senior 
planner for the city of 
Pomona from 1987-89; 
and an associate planner 
in the cities of Glendora 
from 1987-89 and Simi 
Valley from 1986-87.

In addition to exper-
tise in land use, Bartlam 
has experience with re-
gard to utility division 
operations. 

Bartlam was mak-
ing $180,746 per year as 
Lodi’s city manager. In 
Chino Hills, he will be 
provided with a yearly 
salary of $202,800, ac-

companied by benefits 
totaling slightly more 
than $40,000 annually. 
Chino Hills has also 
agreed to pay him a one-
time residence relocation 
stipend of $10,000. 

clean the site of debris, 
rocks, asphalt, etc. The  
Office of Assemblyman 
Mike Morrell will also 
provide 10 volunteers.  
Organizers ask volun-
teers to bring your shov-
el, rake, broom and be 
sure to wear work boots 
and gloves. “Be pre-
pared to get dirty to get 
the depot clean. The city 
will be there with wheel-
barrows, granola bars 
and water” according to 
Jones. Parking is avail-
able in the school park-
ing lot to the south. For 
more information on the 
cleanup event, contact 
Tom Grahn ext. 4312 or 
May Nakajima ext. 4307 
at the City of Rancho 
Cucamonga (909) 477-
2700.

A brief history of the 
Pacific Electric Rail-
way in San Bernardino 
County enlightens us as 
to the importance of the 
Etiwanda Depot. 

After 1914, the Pa-
cific Electric “Red Car” 
changed travel in San 
Bernardino County dra-
matically from getting 
about by horses or horse-
drawn carriages during 
the entire era beginning 
with the Spanish mission 
period through the more 
than one hundred years 
after the County was 
first named in 1810.  

 Traveling by automo-
bile was not a practical 
reality until after 1908, 
with the beginning of as-
sembly line production of 
the “Model T Ford.”   By 
the 1920s, Henry Ford’s 
affordable “Tin Lizzies” 
were in vogue, being 
produced in mass and 
sold by the millions to 
middle-class Americans.  
However, it was the con-
struction of paved roads 
and long distance high-
ways that made travel 

by automobile practical.   
Since Route 66 wasn’t 
constructed through San 
Bernardino County until 
the end of the 1920s, the 

uncle, Collis P. Hunting-
ton), Henry Huntington 
had a solid background 
in electric trolley lines 
in San Francisco, where 

ban operator” according 
to the Electric Railroad 
Heritage Association 
of Southern California 
(ERHA).  

Red Car was the way to 
roll for that period be-
tween 1914 when it was 
built through 1930. Use 
of the line slowly de-
clined in the 30s and by 
1941, regular Red Car 
passenger service in San 
Bernardino County was 
eliminated.

When Los Angeles 
began to expand into 
a sprawling urban me-
tropolis during the turn 
of the twentieth century, 
for all practical purposes 
it became imperative to 
move people in mass, 
avoid congestion, thus 
saving time and energy.  
During this pre-automo-
bile era in general, the 
electric interurban rail 
was the only motorized 
way to connect outlying 
suburban and exurban 
parcels to central cities; 
this was being done in 
major cities in the world, 
including San Francisco.  

In 1901, railroad ex-
ecutive Henry Hunting-
ton and banker, Isais 
W. Hellman created the 
Pacific Electric Rail-
road to supply electric-
ity and passenger travel 
throughout the empire of 
Huntington’s land hold-
ings that he was develop-
ing in the Los Angeles 
suburbs. As a vice-pres-
ident of the Southern Pa-
cific Railroad (run by his 

he oversaw the effort to 
consolidate many small-
er street railroads into 
one organized network, 
according to Jim Walker 
in his 2006 book “Imag-
es of Rail: Pacific Elec-
tric Red Cars.” 

“The San Bernardino 
Line was Pacific Elec-
tric's longest line and 
the line on which the 
system's highest aver-
age speeds were con-

The Red Car hit the 
ground running with 
great popularity; it was 
fuel efficient and swift.  
Those who used it attest 
that unlike today, one 
could reach Los Angeles 
in an hour from River-
side and that was via the 
indirect route through 
San Bernardino County. 

The route through 
San Bernardino County 
included the following 

Historic Etiwanda Depot shortly after construction in 1914 with logo 
inset. Depot photo courtesy website of the www.petrail.org.

sistently maintained. It 
was further unique in 
that it was the company's 
only 1200-volt line, and 
also because it oper-
ated for several miles 
over a Southern Pacific 
line under protection of 
staff machines. The San 
Bernardino Line, with 
its several branches, did 
more than any other line 
to give Pacific Electric 
the distinction of being 
classified as an interur-

stops with miles from 
the Los Angeles 6th & 
Main Station in paren-
thesis: Upland (35.95), 
Alta Loma (39.65), Eti-
wanda (43.98) and Fon-
tana (49.44) to Rialto 
(53.13) where Riverside 
cars cut off running 
south via Bloomington 
(56.43), to San Bernardi-
no (57.78). Some trains 
continued southeast to 
Redlands (66.94).  The 
source of this informa-

tion and much of the fol-
lowing history is from 
the ERHA.org website.

While Pacific Electric 
first started construction 
in 1906 from Los Ange-
les, the first portion of the 
line in San Bernardino 
County did not open for 
service until December 
1, 1910 when it connect-
ed with the Pomona-Cla-
remont-Upland segment 
previously built by the 
Ontario & San Antonio 
Heights Railway.   Pacif-
ic Electric (PE) absorbed 
this segment in 1912. 
Momentum for span-
ning the 20-mile gap 
between Upland and San 
Bernardino was realized 
with PE’s “Great Merg-
er” with Southern Pacif-
ic in November of 1910.  
According to ERHA, 
“On February 1, 1913, 
the sum of $1,424,000 
was appropriated to build 
the extension. Work ac-
tually began on June 7, 
1913, when the contrac-
tors (Grant Bros.) started 
grading east and west 
from there. Rails began 
reaching east from Up-

land and by December 
had reached Etiwanda; 
two electric cars (170 
Class) began passenger 
service on January 25, 
1914.  

“The line was for-
mally opened for service 
on July 11, 1914, with a 
great parade in San Ber-
nardino which brought 
out the sizable throng 
of 20,000 persons. (The 
San Bernardino area 
had a population of but 

Map of Red Car Line routes in the 1920s.

17,000, Riverside area 
had 20,000 and Red-
lands area had 15,000 – 
at the time.)   

“In reaching San Ber-
nardino, PE interurbans 
had immediate access to 
points reached by the af-
filiated San Bernardino 
Valley Traction Com-
pany---including High-
land, Colton, Patton and 
Redlands. Riverside was 
reached via a connecting 
line built from Rialto to 
Riverside by the Cres-
cent City Railway Com-
pany. This line opened 
for service on March 24, 
1914. The Union Pacific 
purchased this line and 
PE obtained trackage 
rights over it, enabling 
its LA cars to reach Riv-
erside by a more direct 
route then was afforded 
via San Bernardino. 
(PE opened its San Ber-
nardino-Riverside Line 
on December 13, 1913)” 
(source ERHA.org).

Opening on Novem-
ber 4, 1914, the last ma-
jor construction on the 
San Bernardino Line 
was the Lordsburg (now 
La Verne) Cutoff which 
eliminated seven miles of 
an indirect route through 
Pomona and cutting 20 
minutes on the LA-SB 
run time.   The cutoff 
from north Pomona to 
Lordsburg was 1.5 miles 
long and cost $60,000. 

The first abandon-
ment of rail passenger 
service occurred on 
July 20, 1936, when San 
Bernardino-Redlands 
service was discontin-
ued; rail was removed 
from Redlands to Sunk-
ist, 2.07 miles, with 
that portion from San 
Bernardino to Sunkist 
(7.09 miles) kept to serve 
packing houses. Regular 
service was abandoned 
on June 9, 1940, between 
Riverside and Rialto. 
Trackage between Ri-
alto and Crestmore (5.65 
miles) was removed, 

Red Car Line 
Depot In Etiwanda 
from  page 3 

Continued on Page 12
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

The Coroner Reports are reproduced in their original format as authored by department personnel.

Coroner Case 701400216 – On 01/07/2014 at 9:12 PM, deputy sheriff’s responded to a traffic collision at Mojave Drive near of Village Drive, in Victorville.  
Amanda Stevens, a 37 year-old female resident of Victorville, was traveling eastbound on Mojave Drive when her vehicle collided with a vehicle traveling west-
bound Mojave Drive.  Stevens was pronounced dead at the scene.  The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department Victorville Major Accident Investigation Team 
(MAIT) is investing the incident. [010914 0836 SY]

Coroner Case #701400171 – On 01/06/2014 at 5:25 PM, Highway Patrol officers responded to a traffic collision on Interstate 40 at mile marker 132, near Needles. 
Hamed Kakar, a 16 year old resident of Plano Texas, was pronounced dead at 5:48 PM, by medics that responded to the accident. The California Highway patrol is 
also investigating the incident. [010714 1200 JK]

Coroner case #701400144 – On 12/30/2013 at 8:45 AM, officers of the California Highway Patrol responded to a traffic collision on southbound I-15 Freeway, 1 
mile north of Hwy 138 near Cajon Junction. Wayne Tom Kain age 81, was transported to an area hospital where he later died of his injuries on 01/06/2014, at 1:28 
AM. An autopsy will be conducted to determine the cause of death. The California Highway Patrol is also investigating the accident. [010714 1200 JK]

Coroner case #701400121– An adult male was found on 01/05/14, at 8:43 am, deceased in the California Aqueduct at the Antelope Valley siphon, Hesperia. An 
autopsy will determine the cause of death. The identity of the male will be released when positive identification is made and family is notified. [010614 0750 TC] 
Name Released: Ruben Albert Hubacek, a 47 year old resident of Victorville [010814 1612 SY]

Slightly less than 
a year ago, the city of 
Twentynine Palms pro-
hibited commercial solar 

accepting comments on 
the proposal until Janu-
ary 14.  No public hear-
ing on the proposal has 
been set. Citizens can 
weigh in on the proj-
ect by emailing them 
to christopher.conner@
lus.sbcounty.gov, fax-

ing them to (909) 387-
3223 or mailing them to 
385 North Arrowhead 
Avenue, First Floor, 
San Bernardino, Calif., 
992415-0182.

power plants within city 
limits. The project is to 
be located on unincor-
porated county land on a 
12-acre portion of a 160-
acre site on the south-
east corner of Raymond 
Drive and Mesquite 
Springs Road, putting 

it under the jurisdiction 
of the county’s land use 
services division. 

The land is zoned for 
rural living, which is 
deemed suitable for so-
lar project development 
based on the county’s 
newly adopted commer-

cial solar development 
guidelines. Twentynine 
Palms officials have said 
they will raise an objec-
tion to the project, which 
is to utilize photovol-
taic cells to generate 1.5 
megawatts of electricity. 

County officials are 

Solar Farm Propos-
al  from front page 
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Common Poorwill 
County Wildlife CornerSubscribe to 

the Sentinel
Never miss an issue. Read it weekly from the 
comfort of your own home.

Ordering your one year email subscription is 
quick and easy.

Send a check or money order for $30.00 pay-
able to the Sentinel, to:  10808 Foothill Blvd., 
Suite 160-446, Rancho Cucamonga,
CA 91730. Include your name, city of resi-
dence, phone number and email address.

By Diane Dragotto 
Williams 

The smallest of the 
nightjar family, Phalae-
noptilus nuttalii, is found 
in western North Ameri-
ca in dry foothills, sage-
brush, rocky outcrops 
and diverse habitats 
like forests and deserts.  
Even Wildhaven Ranch 
was visited by this "not 
so common" species of 

ly enough, it is the only 
bird known to hibernate 
in extremely cold weath-
er in winter.  The Com-
mon Poorwill slows its 
metabolic rate and drop 
its body temperature, 
going into a "torpor" for 
several weeks to some-
times months!  Adults 
even share the care of the 
nests while alternating 
the hibernation stage!  

or pebbles, this tough 
little avian lays 2 pinky-
white eggs incubated by 
both adults.  A notewor-
thy behavior for defense 
is the ability to tumble 
in the nest and open its 
cavernous mouth, hiss-
ing like a snake to ward 
off attacks. Sometimes 
this works, but with 
many opportunities for 
their capture, its life-
span is no more than 
3 years.  The adult is a 
small bird with a large 
head and short, rounded 
wings and a rounded tail.  
Its plumage is mottled 
gray to gray-brown with 
a white band above a 
black throat.  The outer 
tail feathers are tipped 
with white.  Only 7 to 
8 inches, it has a wing-
span  of 11 to 13 inches.  
Not water birds, these 
avians give themselves 
dust baths! Also, they 
preen themselves with a 
middle claw that has a 
comb-like structure that 

30 to 40 times per min-
ute!

This aerial forager 
that exists on insects 
only, quietly reminds us 
that, though small and 
seemingly insignificant 
in the ecosystem, it was 
given a great gift to sur-

bird, needing restora-
tion and healing in the 
early part of 2000 in our 
mountain area. 

Rarely seen during 
the day, being noctur-
nal, it is often spotted at 
dawn and dusk sitting 
comfortably on back 
roads or at the road-
side. At first glance, 
one might mistake the 
Common Poorwill as a 
variegated dark colored 
rock, it is so much a part 
of its environment.  But 
as it flys up with flut-
tery wingbeats to catch 
an insect with its huge, 
almost comical looking 
mouth, and settles back 
down again, it dares 
you to question if you 
saw a bird at all!  Odd-

It does roost in shrubs 
and grasses during the 
day, camouflaged by its 
feathers.  Solitary, this 
silent flyer catches many 
a night-flying insect and 
spends most of its life 
close to the ground. With 
a large gaping mouth 
and its ambush hunting 
style, the poorwill waits 
patiently on the ground 
or low perch, and flys 
almost vertically up-
wards for prey capture 
of juicy winged beetles 
or moths. Predators in-
clude great-horned owls, 
screech owls, coyotes, 
foxes, skunks, badgers, 
rattlesnakes and gopher 
snakes.  

Nesting directly on 
bare ground, on leaves 

vive in a complex uni-
verse.  The Hopi tribe of 
Native Americans found 
the Common Poorwill 
concealed in piles of 
rocks, and gave it a name 
that means "The Sleep-
ing One".  Such a resil-
ient little bird is worthy 
of our esteem and pro-
tection.

Wildhaven Ranch is a 
wildlife sanctuary in the 
San Bernardino Moun-
tains specializing in edu-

pulls out any parasites!
 Of course, the bird 

is more often heard than 
seen, and has a cry of 
poor-will or poor-willy 
or poor-willow repeated 

cating the public about 
wildlife in our ecosys-
tem. Visit them at www.
wildhavenranch.org or 
call for tours at (909) 
337-7389. 

pertaining to education, 
said he was prompted 
to obtain the opinion 
because of concerns 
expressed by members 
of the public about pos-
sible conflicts that might 
arise if Navarro is called 
to vote on specific mat-
ters over which both 
the county division of 
schools and the water 
district might have com-
peting interests.

On December 7,  
2012, head county coun-
sel Jean-Rene Basle au-
thored a letter in which 
he and his staff summa-
rized published opinions 
from the California At-
torney General’s Office 
which they said indicated 
Navarro’s circumstance 
entailed a potential con-
flict of interest.

The San Bernardino 
Valley Municipal Water 
District has overarching 
authority with regard to 
water issues in the cen-
tral portion of the coun-
ty, dictating policy with 
regard to water availabil-
ity and setting wholesale 
water rates for smaller 
water retailers and other 
public water agencies, 
including those that pro-
vide water to several 
school districts.

Such a circumstance 
creates a conflict under 
California law that might 
preclude Navarro from 
voting with regard to, on 
one hand, the water dis-
trict making water avail-
able to school districts 
or determining the price 
of that water, or, on the 
other hand, the county’s 
schools and school dis-
tricts purchasing that 
water. Basle said this 
would lead to a conflict 
that Navarro and both 
the water district and the 
county superintendent 
of schools office should 
avoid. An attorney gen-
eral’s opinion from 2002 

opines, Basle said, that 
“A significant clash of 
duties and loyalties may 
arise in such matters as 
the water district set-
ting the wholesale water 
rate that will be passed 
on to the school district 
by the retail water agen-
cies involved” and could 
further occur when the 
water board votes on 
“determining the need 
for restrictions on water 
usage during times of 
water shortage.”

Navarro, however, 
maintained that no such 
conflict existed given 
that there was no squab-
bling over water rates 
and that he could side-
step any conflicts that 
did arise by abstaining if 
and when such conflicts 
materialized. He refused 
to surrender either posi-
tion.

The matter was re-
ferred to the California 
Attorney General’s Of-
fice, which made a de-
termination that there 
would be sufficient 
grounds for the board to 
undertake a lawsuit to 
seek Navarro’s removal 
from the county school 
board.

An outspoken Latino 
activist who has pushed 
for the political and pro-
fessional empowerment 
of Hispanics, Navarro 
insisted he was encoun-
tering opposition be-
cause of that activity. 
In his effort to remain 
on the school board, he 
cited the legal precedent 
involved in the case of  
Blanca Estella Rubio, a 
board member with the 
Baldwin Park Unified 
School District, who in 
2004 was challenged by 
another member of the 
Baldwin Park Unified 
School District Board, 
Anthony J. Bejarano, 
because he claimed Ru-
bio’s school board posi-
tion and that of board 
member or director of 
the Valley County Water 

District, to which Rubio 
had previously also been 
elected, constituted the 
holding of “incompatible 
offices.”

Bejarano and the 
school district took Ru-
bio to court and in a civil 
trial held in October 
2005, a jury ruled in a 
9-3 decision that Rubio 
could keep her seats on 
both the school board 
and the water board.

Legal  authorities, 
while conceding there 
were direct parallels 
between the Rubio and 
Navarro cases, claimed 
there is superseding law 
which undercuts Na-

varro’s position. In 2005, 
the California State Leg-
islature acted to define 
incompatibility of office 
as applicable whenever 
there “is a possibility of 
a significant clash of du-
ties or loyalties between 
the offices.”

Sachs, in a finding 
and accompanying order 
for Navarro’s removal 
issued last month, said 
Navarro is “not entitled 
to hold or exercise the 
office of San Bernardino 
County Board of Educa-
tion Trustee as it is an 
incompatible office with 
his position as a San 
Bernardino Valley Mu-

nicipal Water District 
Board Member.”

The Board of Educa-
tion voted on January 6, 
to replace Navarro on the 
board by an appointment 
process that will entail 

the acceptance of appli-
cations until January 16, 
interviews of candidates 
and a selection by the 
board as early as Janu-
ary 23. 

Navarro Removed  
from front page 

interest are not experi-
enced because there isn’t 
anyone out there devel-
oping the skills and pro-
viding the experience we 
need for our future lead-
ers. I am excited about 
getting involved in that.” 

Ovitt said, “For me, I 
have benefitted greatly 
from the relationships 
I have formed and the 
experiences of serving 
with so many committed 
public servants.  I step 
back knowing that I have 
done my best.”

Ovitt Announces 
Retirement  from  
page 7 
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California Style
Lounging

By Grace Bernal

As always, if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook          Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved 

Read the
Sentinel 

On The World Wide Web!                                                                                         
  To visit our blog, simply type http://

sbsentinel.com/ into your URL box 
and hit enter.  You can view the Sen-
tinel, read individual articles, offer 
comments and search our archives 
from the convenience of your pc, lap-

top, Blackberry or iPhone.

With the weather 
running just a bit on 
the  cool side compared 
to last week, it's good 
to be practical. It's time 
to make way for winter 
fashion. Make the season 
practical with a sense 
of winter style. Winter 
is noteworthy because 
you can get away with  

lounging looks. Lounge 
clothes are easy, com-
fortable, and practical. 
If you're in the mood for 
tights, i.e., pajama style 
pants, here are some tips 
to help you glamorize 
your lounge look: 

Blazers, belts, tights, 
scarves and shawls all 
add style and interest to 
practical lounge pants, as 
do shoes. Remember that 
black goes with every-
thing, leaving you free 

to choose bright colors 
and loud patterns with-
out fear of clashing. Jew-

elry is a slam dunk when 
it comes to classing up a 
plain piece. Wear large 
statement pieces, such 
as chunky necklaces, 
wide bangles, and large 
broaches. Dressing up a 
loungy piece is a lot of 

fun because it's all about 
comfort. Remember to 
glam yourself, too. Don't 
forget the lipstick! 

with the remainder being 
kept by UP (Union Pacif-
ic) for freight purposes. 
On the same day (June 9, 
1940) passenger service 
on the LA-SB Line was 
cut to four round trips 
daily, the service being 
provided by rehabilitated 

cars 1216-1221. An aug-
mented bus service tied 
in with the rail sched-
ules. 

The end was in sight, 
and was not long in com-
ing. On November 1, 
1941, regular rail passen-
ger to San Bernardino 
county ended--the last 
car left San Bernardi-
no for LA at 6:45 PM 
and the last car from 

LA pulled into the San 
Bernardino at 9:30 PM.  
However, special trains 
rolled through to San 
Bernardino at various 
times up to 1950. Dur-
ing World War II numer-
ous troop trains made 
the complete trip, while 
the post-war sessions 
of the LA County Fair 
at Pomona were served 
by Pacific Electric pas-

senger trains. “Four-car 
trains were run as need-
ed, with as many as eight 
such trains running on 
Saturdays and Sundays” 
according to ERHA.org.

Victoria Jones re-
called the last freight 
train on the track 
through Rancho Cu-
camonga was in 1992.  
She said that the tracks 
were removed and in 
recent years community 
based efforts, donations 
to non profits support-
ing city work has suc-
cessfully turned the old 
track right-of-way into 
a bridle, bike and walk-
ing trail path.  “Rancho 
Cucamonga has the only 
segment with decom-
posed granite installed 
for horses to walk on.  
This segment also has 
ample room for a con-
crete bike path and walk 
way.  It is a popular, well-
lit trail that is kept clean 
and graffiti free.  It is 
shaded by 150 trees pur-
chased and planted using 
community donations in 
collaboration with city 
assistance.  Plans to link 
it with north/south flood 

control channel trails are 
underway, which would 
tie the entire community 
together with trails.  We 
need to raise funds to in-
stall amenities and help 
with trail restoration be-
cause the city isn’t going 
to pay for everything. 
Community donations to 
non-profits working with 
the city – it’s been a good 
relationship,” Jones said.

For more informa-
tion on the Centennial 

Celebration of the Eti-
wanda Pacific Electric 
Etiwanda Depot, contact 
Victoria Jones at (909) 
921-1059 or   Victoria.
Jones@PETrail.org.  

 
Ruth Musser-Lo-

pez may be reached at 
760/885-9374 or Ruth@
RiverAHA.org.

Red Car Line 
Depot In Etiwanda 
from  page 9 

"I base most of my 
fashion taste on what 
doesn't itch."

-Gilda Radner


