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County Pension Liability To Zoom To More Than $200 Million This Year

San Bernardino
County’s  contribution
to its employee pension
system, which has seen
steady and significant
increases over the last
several years, will esca-
late to beyond the $200
million mark in 2014-15.

While previous in-
creases in the county’s
contribution  reflected
the growing number of
surviving retirees, next

year’s increases will in-
clude an escalation of
the percentage rate now
being employed in the
contribution formula as
a consequence of a new
state mandate under the
Public Employee Pen-
sion Reform Act. That
law requires that a gov-
ernmental entity’s pen-
sion contributions be
consistent with actuarial
projections.

Accordingly, the
county board of supervi-
sors authorized increas-
ing, effective June 28,
2014, the county’s con-
tribution rates for its two
tiers of employees.

In response to con-
cern that escalating pen-
sion costs would threat-
en the county’s solvency,
retirement benefits were
reduced for county em-
ployees who began par-

ticipating in the San
Bernardino County Em-
ployees Retirement Sys-
tem on or after January
1, 2013.

San Bernardino
County’s scheduled con-
tribution to the county
employee retirement
fund in the current fiscal
year was $179,068,000.
By taking advantage
of a provision of state
law contained in Gov-

ernment Code Section
31582, which allows the
county to advance pay
part or all of the coun-
ty’s estimated annual
retirement contribution
within 30 days after the
commencement of the
county’s fiscal year, the
county was provided
with a discounted sim-
ple interest rate of 3.68
percent, translating into
a savings of gee P35

Jon Mikels, Rancho Cucamonga Founder, Mayor & Later Supervisor, Dead At 66

Jon Mikels, one of
the founders of the city
of Rancho Cucamonga
and a member of the
San Bernardino County
Board of Supervisors
for four terms, died this
week after an extended
illness. He was 66.

In 1977 Mikels was
working for the Cali-
fornia Youth Authority
when he successfully ran
to become a member of

Lori Yuan

ADELANTO—Adel-
anto Planning Commis-
sion Chairwoman Lori
Yuan has been charged

Jon Mikels
the charter Rancho Cu-

camonga city council

Adelanto PC Chairwoman Hit
With School Vandalism Charge

with felony vandalism
stemming from a June
26 incident on the cam-
pus of Desert Trails El-
ementary School.
Allegedly, Yuan’s ac-
tion and that of another
parent of a child attend-
ing the school, Chrissy
Guzman, was prompted
by their dissent over the
successful parent take-
over of Desert Trails El-
ementary by a group of
parents and their out-of-
community supporters
using Califor- gee P 6

at the conclusion of an
incorporation drive that
melded the communi-
ties of Cucamonga, Alta
Loma and Etiwanda into
a municipality.

After he was on the
city council, his politi-
cal clout redounded to
professional advantage
when then-Second Dis-
trict County Supervisor
Joe Kamansky success-
fully lobbied the presid-

ing judge of the county
to appoint Mikels, who
possessed a degree in
psychology from Cal
State LA, a masters de-
gree in behavioral sci-
ence from Cal State
Dominguez Hills and a
masters degree in pub-
lic administration from
USC, court coordina-
tor at the West Valley
Courthouse, which was
then located at Sixth

Street and Mountain Av-
enue in Ontario. After
several of his older coun-
cil colleagues rotated
into the position of Ran-
cho Cucamonga mayor,
Mikels was chosen for
that honor in 1982. In
1986, he successfully
vied against incumbent
San Bernardino County
Second District Supervi-
sor Cal McElwain.

The then-38- See P 4

County Appeals Ruling Letting State Seize
Loan To RDA For Cedar Glen Fire Repairs

The county of San
Bernardino has struck
back at the state of Cali-
fornia and its Depart-
ment of Finance over a
ruling the latter made
which called for the dis-
tribution of the $9 mil-
lion dollar remainder
of a county loan to the
county’s redevelopment
agency to other govern-
mental agencies in 2012,

That move came af-
ter the state shuttered
redevelopment agen-
cies throughout the

state. The county had
not gone along with the
diversion of all of the
county redevelopment
agency’s money because
$10 million had been
loaned to the county re-
development agency by
the county to redress
devastation in the Ce-
dar Glen area of the San
Bernardino Mountains
in the wake of so called
Old Fire in 2003, which
destroyed 345 homes.
Following the fire
and its devastation, the

county created a disaster
project area and a disas-
ter recovery plan. The
county then loaned the
county redevelopment
agency $10 million from
the county's general fund
to pay for infrastructure

improvements.
As the county and the
redevelopment agency

were working toward the
implementation of the
plan, the state dissolved
redevelopment agencies
statewide and the Cali-
fornia Depart- Goe p 2

Steinorth In Bid To Replace Morrell In 40™ State Assembly District

Rancho  Cucamon-
ga Councilman Marc
Steinorth has declared
himself a candidate in
the anticipated contest to
succeed Mike Morrell as
assemblyman in the 40"
District.

Morrell has not de-
parted from the posi-
tion he first captured in
the lower chamber of
the state legislature in
2010. The 40" Assem-
bly District stretches

in an arc from Rancho
Cucamonga on its west-
ern end through unin-
corporated portions of
San Bernardino County
along the foothills to a
portion of the city of San
Bernardino, the city of
Highland, and into Red-
lands and Loma Linda.
Morrell has declared
his intention to vie to re-
place State Senator Bill
Emmerson in a special
election to be held later

this year. Emmerson re-
signed from his post as
state senator in the 23"
Senatorial District effec-
tive December 1.

Four others are com-
peting with  Morrell
- Yucaipa Valley Water
District Board Mem-
ber Lonni Granlund, a
Republican;  Calimesa
Councilman Jeff Hewett,
a Libertarian; San Jacin-
to City Councilwoman
Crystal Ruiz, a Republi-

Marc Steinorth

can; and Ameenah Full-
er, a Rancho Cucamonga

Democrat who unsuc-
cessfully sought election
in the 25" State Senate
District in 2012.

Given his incumben-
cy in the Assembly and
his superior fundraising
capability, Morrell is
considered the odds-on
favorite to prevail in the
race in the 23", in which
41 percent of the voters
are registered as Repub-
licans and 34 percent are
affiliated with See P 5

County Avoids
Low Bid In
Contract For

Recorder Docs

Dennis Draeger

The county of San
Bernardino will pay a
Sun Valley-based com-
pany a cool $5 million
to micrograph and index
documents filed with the
assessor/recorder/county
clerk’s office over the
next two years.

In 2010, San Ber-
nardino County in a re-
organization transferred
the county recorder’s
function to the county
assessor’s office and the
auditor-controller ~ was
made the county treasur-
er-tax collector.

Since that time, the
office of the assessor, re-
corder and county clerk
have been held by a sin-
gle individual oversee-
ing those departments.

At its last meeting in
2013, the board of su-
pervisors  approved a
$5,000,000 contract with
PFA, Inc. of Sun Valley
to provide micrograph-
ics, film conversion, in-
dexing, and redaction
services for the assessor-
recorder-county  clerk-
recorder’s division from
January 1, 2014 through
December 31, 2016, with
two one-year options to
extend the term of the
contract.

According to San
Bernardino County As-
sessor-Recorder-County
Clerk Dennis Draeger,
“The assessor-recorder-
county clerk [will] utilize
the services of PFA, Inc.
to provide micrograph-
ics, film conversion, in-
dexing, and redaction
work for a three-year
term, with two See P9
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County Appeals
Sacramento Court’s
Ruling On State’s
Seizure Of Loan
Made To RDA

from front page

ment of Finance blocked
the actual initiation of
the disaster recovery
plan.

In accordance with
the 2010 legislation that
closed down the state's
redevelopment agencies,
the California Depart-
ment of Finance had
jurisdiction in deter-
mining how money that
remained in the pre-
existing redevelopment
agency accounts was
and is to be disbursed.
The California Depart-
ment of Finance made
a determination that all
the money in the county
redevelopment agency’s
accounts, including the
$9 million remaining
from the county loan,
would be allocated to lo-
cal taxing entities.

The terms of the leg-

islation shutting the re-

development  agencies
required that any legal
challenge to the Cali-
fornia Department of
Finance's determination
had to be filed in Sacra-
mento Superior Court.
The county indeed chal-
lenged the Department
of Finance determination
with regard to the Cedar
Glen loan, filing suit on
February 27, 2013. On
May 24, 2013, the judge
hearing the case, Sacra-
mento County Superior
Court Eugene L. Balo-
non, held a hearing on
the matter. On July 24,
Balonon entered a judg-
ment upholding the Cali-
fornia Department of
Finance.

On December 2, 2013
the successor agency to
the county redevelop-
ment agency under pro-
test remitted the unspent
county loans.

On December 20,
2013, attorneys for San
Bernardino County and
the successor agency to
the county redevelop-

ment agency — County
Counsel Jean-Rene
Basle, assistant county
counsel Michelle Blake-
more, and attorneys
Amy Hoyt, J. Leah Cas-
tella, Susan Bloch and
Nicholas Muscolino
with the Oakland office
of the Burke, Williams
and Sorensen law firm
— filed an appeal of Ba-
lonon's ruling with the
Third District Court of
Appeal. Michael Cohen,
in his official capacity as
director of the State of
California Department
of Finance, is named as
the respondent.
According to the legal
brief filed on December
20, "The Department of
Finance's determination
that the $9 million coun-
ty loan must be allocated
to local taxing entities
is unconstitutional. The
Department of Finance's
determination  violates
Article XIII  Section
25.5(a) of the California
Constitution because it
changes local agencies'
pro rata shares of prop-

erty tax revenue. The
Department of Finance's
determination  violates
Article XIII Section 24
because it reallocates the
county's general fund
money to other local
agencies.”

The brief further
states, "This case in-
volves the county's ef-
forts to construct in-
frastructure that would
provide basic services
— water, roadways, and
fire protection — to the
residents of Cedar Glen,
a community devastated
by a catastrophic wild-
fire in 2003. The De-
partment of Finance has
thwarted those efforts
through an arbitrary and
capricious determination
that a $10 million loan
that the county made in
2005 from its general
fund to the county rede-
velopment agency to fi-
nance the infrastructure
improvements and that
remains largely unspent
cannot be used for its
intended purposes and
instead must be distrib-
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uted to local taxing en-
tities. This determina-
tion delivers a one two
punch to the county: the
county urgently needs
the funds to complete the
improvements to protect
the community from the
next wildfire. It will only
recover those funds, if at
all, over a protracted pe-
riod. Meanwhile, the De-
partment of Finance has
given a windfall to other
local taxing entities that
have no entitlement to
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money from the county's
general fund. The loans
are enforceable obliga-
tions that must be spent
in accordance with the
loan agreement and re-
paid to the county. The
reallocation is plainly
inequitable because it
gives the other taxing
entities a windfall of
county general funds
to which they have no
claim whatsoever. The
loan is needed to under-
take the improvements
that are required before
most property owners
can rebuild the homes
destroyed in the Old Fire
since most roads are now
unusable and without a
dependable water sys-
tem owners do not want
to take a chance at build-
ing without fire service
protection.”

The brief maintains
“It is unjust for the De-
partment of Finance and
taxing entities to receive
the unspent $9 million
from the county loan.
The county accumulated
the vast majority of the
$10 million loan from
its own property tax rev-
enue and local sales and
use taxes In its zeal to
implement the [redevel-
opment agency] dissolu-
tion law, the Department
of Finance has gone too
far. It has ordered the
transfer of county gen-
eral fund money that
the county loaned to the
county redevelopment
agency years earlier to
finance sorely needed
fire, water and road im-
provements for an area
devastated by wild fires.”

As of press time, Co-
hen had not been in his
office for two consecu-
tive days and was not
available for comment.
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By Ruth Musser Lopez

Less than one month
after meeting with a new
government and grass-
roots Route 66 (RT66)
coalition formed to
manage and protect the
historic RT66 corridor
in the wake of its resur-
gence as a world class
visitor attraction, the six-
member Needles City
Council voted to take
action towards demol-
ishing one of the route’s
newer assets: the clas-
sic 1960s era Overland
Motel at 710-712 West
Broadway/Route 66 in
Needles.

Dwarfing other mo-
tels during the 1960s
and early 70s, the glitzy
Overland  represented
increasing traffic along
Route 66 and a re-
spectable climax of the
“mother road.” How-
ever, after Interstate 40
was built, traffic patterns
in Needles changed with
larger hotels being con-
structed at freeway exit
ramps drawing over-
nighters away from the
downtown corridor.
Some twenty years after
the Overland was con-
structed it was already
struggling. The restau-
rant closed in the early
1980s.  Laughlin and

its hotel-casinos just 35
minutes away also posed
competition for Needles
area lodging facilities
and restaurants.

The 44-room, two-
story motel with a lobby
and large central parking
area once sported a res-
taurant and swimming
pool that could be seen
while driving along the
main street in downtown
Needles.  Currently it
is being marketed as a
Route 66 attraction 35
minutes from Laughlin,
where potential “theme
rooms would create an-
other ‘destination’ for

the reported 30 million
Route 66 travelers last

Glimpse Of SBC’S Past
Needles to Demolish Route 66’s Overland Motel

litigation which the city
of Needles has brought
against Keith Enterpris-
es, the assumed current
owner, in case number
CIVNS 1100085.

The reality of the his-
toric preservation issue
that the motel represents
is that cost to the owner
currently outweighs ben-
efit to the owner. Gener-
ally it can be said that the
cost burden of preserv-
ing historic structures
along Route 66 is now on
the back of just the prop-
erty owners instead of
spread over the entirety
of those potentially ben-
efiting from the mainte-
nance and continued es-
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The Overland Motel today.

year.” It is advertised
and listed for $89,000 by
Caleene Williams, the
broker and listing agent.
The asked for amount
likely does not include
the cost of back taxes
owed and probably does
not reflect the cost of
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tablishment of the entire
package of assets and
resources along RT66’s
corridor. The question
remains: How many her-
itage structures can be
demolished before Route
66 looses its character
and charm?

After a little over an
hour of deliberation be-
hind closed doors, the
Needles City Council,
meeting in executive
session on December 10,
2013 at a regular coun-
cil meeting voted on
“Whether to purchase
property through San
Bernardino County tax
sale and price and terms
— Negotiating Parties:
County of San Bernardi-
no through tax sale.”
The agenda item did not
mention demolition of
the motel.

On the open ses-
sion agenda, action was
scheduled to be taken to
authorize the purchase
of the property identi-
fied as Assessor’s Parcel
No. 0186-106-26-0000
(Overland Motel) via
Chapter 8 Tax Sale. No
further background, fis-
cal impact, timeline or
environmental  review
was provided in the
background information
packet and no mention
was made of demolish-

ing the motel.

However, accord-
ing to local internet
blogger, Zach Lopez
in his “ZachNews Ser-
vice,” city attorney John
Pinkney reported unani-
mous votes in executive
session on both authoriz-
ing the city manager and
staff to initiate a Chapter
8 tax purchase of the
property and authorizing
legal council to obtain a
court order permitting
the property “receiver”
to demolish the historic
motel structure.

According to the
county website, the next
San Bernardino County
tax sale is tentatively
scheduled for May 2014.

ZachNews Service
expressed the senti-
ment, “After years of
sitting abandoned, col-
lecting dust and trash,
and a hangout place for
vandals [to] do drugs
inside, the old and aban-
doned Overland Hotel
may be next to becom-
ing  demolished...This
was good news to those
in the community who
have been sick and tired
of seeing nothing done
onto this property and
being an eyesore to those
driving into Downtown
Needles, California to

follow the historic and
world famous Route
66  highway...Overall,
many hope that those
abandoned homes and
properties get cleaned up
or knocked down so to
keep the community safe
and clean.” Eleven local
Facebook readers gave
that review a thumbs
up. This, however, is not
necessarily the senti-
ment of the wider Route
66 community who have
yet to weigh in on the
subject.

With “ghost” struc-
tures considered to rep-
resent imagery assets,

the pitch to demolish
crumbling service stops
on Route 66 is contrary
to the dialogue of stal-
wart Route 66 coali-
tion members who are
determined to develop
a “Corridor Manage-
ment Plan” (CMP) for
the “Mother Road.” The
CMP currently being de-
veloped has been made
possible by a $103,000
grant for the project ac-
quired from the Federal
Highway Administration
in 2012 at the behest of
James Kemp, California
state director of the Bu-
reau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM). An 80/20
matching grant in ser-
vices from the Califor-
nia Route 66 Association
supplements that fund-
ing. This CMP would not
just be used as a man-
agement tool but also
as the first step toward
designating Route 66 as
a National Scenic Byway
in need of preservation
and federal funding to
implement the manage-
ment plan.

The coalition in-
cluding representatives
and stakeholders from
the California Route

66 Association, and the
Burecau of Land Man-
agement (BLM), county

The Overland Motel in its heyday.

of San Bernardino, the
National Park Service’s
Route 66  Corridor
Preservation Program,
chambers of commerce,
CalTrans, various tour-
ism bureaus, local busi-
nesses, museums, grass-
roots organizations and
other Route 66 advocates
were aboard the bus tour
of Route 66 through
Needles on December 4,
2013.

The evening before,
on December 3, 2013,
at Juicy’s Restaurant in
Needles, the coalition
had met with members of
the Needles City Council

- Jim Lopez and Linda
Kidd, its mayor Edward
T. Paget and his wife Jan,
the city manager Rick
Daniels, a representative
of the Chamber of Com-
merce, Sue Godnick,
and a representative of
the Needles Downtown
Business Alliance, Jan
Jernigan, as well mem-
bers of the Needles pub-
lic at large, Robert and
Lana Shaw, Linda Fitz-
patrick and myself, who
were informed of the
possibility of funding
that may soon be avail-
able to rescue declin-
ing historic properties
along the historic site’s
linear corridor should a
National Scenic Byway
designation be approved.

While  passing
through the Needles his-
toric district of Route 66,
the bus tour participants
of the coalition viewed
numerous structures also
considered important to
the Scenic Byways des-
ignation, including: the
El Garces Harvey House
and train depot, the
Claypool building and
the many historic motels,
storefronts and residenc-
es along its course which
are yet to be inventoried
and described for the
management plan.

Monitoring, putting
deterioration in check,
reversing the decay, re-
storing, retooling, res-
urrecting, rehabilitating
abandoned and deterio-
rating historic properties
and “ghost” structures
along the corridor be-
tween Needles and Bar-
stow was said to be an
important goal of many
of the Route 66 coalition
participants. Demolish-
ing was not.

During 2013, the
city of Needles de-
stroyed, approved the
destruction of, or turned
their eyes while two
other important historic
structures along the por-
tion of RT66 through
Needles were razed:
the historic green castle
that once housed the
Needles Dairy creamery
(see Glimpse 9-13-13)
and “Mansker’s” two
story railroad tie cabin
(see Sentinel’s Glimpse
7-12-13). This demoli-
Continued on Page 12
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year-old Mikels rapidly
moved to become one
of the dominant politi-
cal figures in the region,
ascending to chairman-
ship of the board of su-
pervisors in 1990. While
he was yet Rancho Cu-
camonga mayor, Mikels
acceded to a regional
political leadership role,
that of chairman of
Southern California As-
sociated Governments.
He was reappointed to
the post of chairman af-
ter he became county su-
pervisor.

Mikels held the
chairmanship of a sec-
ond regional planning
agency, the South Coast
Regional Air Qual-
ity Management District
Board.

Throughout his quar-
ter of a century as an
elected official, Mikels
oversaw what was the
most dynamic period of
growth for both of the
entities he headed. Ran-
cho Cucamonga, which
consisted of 30,000 resi-
dents upon incorpora-
tion, saw accelerated
growth during Mikels’
tenure on the council,
nearly tripling in popu-
lation by the time he de-
parted to become super-
visor. That frenzied pace
continued for the dura-
tion of the time Mikels
represented the Second
District — consisting of
the western portion of
Fontana, Wrightwood,
Lytle Creek, the unincor-
porated frontier between
Rancho Cucamonga and
Fontana, all of Rancho
Cucamonga and Upland,
San Antonio Heights
and Mt. Baldy. San Ber-
nardino County, which
had eclipsed the million
population mark at about
the same time Mikels be-
came supervisor, main-
tained its explosive pat-
tern of growth while he
remained in power at the
county seat. His district
in the later portion of his
tenure included Crestline
and Lake Gregory and a
portion of the San Ber-
nardino Mountain Com-
munity extending nearly
to Lake Arrowhead. To-
day, eleven years after
Mikels left office, Ran-
cho Cucamonga boasts

nearly 170,000 residents
as the third largest city
in the county. San Ber-
nardino County’s popu-
lation today exceeds 2.1
million.

Even with the aggres-
sive land wuse policies
that occurred under his
watch, Mikels neverthe-
less maintained a repu-
tation as a moderate in
terms of growth, whose
accommodation of de-
velopment extended only
as far as the willingness
of project proponents to
participate in defraying
a major portion of the
cost of the infrastructure
needed for that develop-
ment.

Mikels’  educational
background in psychol-
ogy, behavioral science
and public administra-
tion equipped him when
he was a Rancho Cu-
camonga official with
the tools to get along
with others, and handle
the onslaught of growth
that was emanating fur-
ther inland from Orange
and Los Angeles coun-
ties, and the accompa-
nying self interest and
influence of developers.
He sought to temper the
growth and maximize
concessions from project
proponents with design
and land use intensity
standards that were more
exacting than were then
current in other com-
munities. He also suc-
cessfully pushed for his-
torical preservation and
tree-saving ordinances.
This approach did not
endear him to some el-
ements of the building
industry, who saw such
measures as ones that in-
terfered with their profit
margins.

While he evaded
scandal, Mikels was sub-
ject to controversy.

In 1986, as he was
putting on an energetic
campaign against McEI-
wain for supervisor, he
was deposed as mayor
by his city council col-
leagues who sensed that
his political ambition
might leave him vulner-
able to being influenced
by campaign donors.
As supervisor, Mikels
became estranged with
the political leadership
in Rancho Cucamonga
over development issues
involving land in the
city’s sphere of influence
as well as the divided

city council’s decision,
in 1989, to fire city man-
ager Lauren Wasserman,
who had headed city
staff throughout Mikels’
tenure there.

In particular, Mikels
was embittered when a
prominent developer, Joe
Dilorio, who had relocat-
ed from Orange County
to make heavy invest-
ments in and around the
area that became Ran-
cho Cucamonga, saw a
large scale project by his
development company,
the Caryn Company,
falter in the early 1990s
because of difficulty he
encountered in dealing
with the city of Rancho
Cucamonga. Dilorio
had named his company
after his daughter who
was killed in a traffic ac-
cident and he had been
one of the sponsors of
the drive to incorporate
Rancho Cucamonga.
Early on, while Mikels
was still serving as an
elected official with the
city, Dilorio experienced
success with his devel-
opment projects and was
in seeming consonance
with the higher design
standards Rancho Cu-
camonga was insisting
upon to distinguish itself
from its surrounding cit-
ies.

A few years after
Mikels left the city to
become supervisor,
however, Dilorio saw
his financial empire col-
lapse when he became
embroiled in litigation
with the city of Rancho
Cucamonga over issues
related to his entitle-
ment to proceed with his
project. This created a
technical default in more
than $20 million in out-
standing loans secured
by the property he was
developing. One of the
loan requirements was
that there be no lawsuits
encumbering the proj-
ect. The loans defaulted
when the suit was filed.
The lawsuit held up the
project. As the project
stalled. Dilorio, who
had been one of Mikels’
major political backers,
took his own life.

In the Ilate 1990s,
Mikels was seen as a ris-
ing star in the Republi-
can Party. But two of his
family members — his
wife, Marjorie Musser
Mikels, and sister-in-
law, Ruth Musser-Lo-

pez, began to actively
campaign against then-
Republican ~ Governor
Pete Wilson’s effort to
site a nuclear waste re-
pository in Ward Valley
at the northeastern end
of the county. Though
the county, including
Jon Mikels, initially en-
dorsed Wilson’s plan, a
petition drive against the
nuclear dump proceed-
ed. Eventually, Mikels
and his colleagues on the
board endorsed opposi-
tion to the project, ulti-
mately resulting in the
project proposal being
abandoned. The break
with Wilson, then the
most powerful Repub-
lican in California, cur-
tailed Mikels’ political
advancement.

As Second District
Supervisor, Mikels op-
posed having the coun-
ty’s flood control division
undertake at taxpayer
expense stormwater di-
version  infrastructure
improvements at the
Colonies at San Antonio
and Colonies Crossroads
projects, which were

developed on what had
formerly been regional
flood control and wa-
ter recharge property in
northeast Upland. His
colleagues on the board
of supervisors deferred
to Mikels’ judgment
with regard to this issue
within his district. This
led to wrangling with the
developers of the prop-
erty, the Colonies Part-
ners, who bankrolled in
large measure the 2002
election effort by then-
Rancho Cucamonga
Councilman Paul Biane
against Mikels. Biane
ousted Mikels as super-
visor, bringing the cur-
tain down on Mikels’
political career. Simul-
taneously, the Colonies
Partners sued the county
over flood control issues
at the Colonies develop-
ments. That lawsuit was
settled in 2006 with a
$102 million payout to
the Colonies Partners by
the county.

Dennis Stout, Ran-
cho Cucamonga’s first
directly elected mayor
after the city went to

direct mayoral elections
in 1986 and later a two-
term district attorney,
was close to Mikels. In
the maiden 1977 Rancho
Cucamonga municipal
election, Stout had been
with Mikels one of the
36 candidates for the
five-member city coun-
cil. Stout ran thirteenth
in the race, losing out to
Mikels, who placed fifth;
along with Jim Frost, the
city’s first mayor; Phil
Schlosser; Mike Palom-
bo; and Charlie West.

“I first got to know
Jon through my wife,”
Stout said, “before the
city incorporated. His
wife and mine worked in
the department of social
services at that time as
social workers. That is
how I met him.

“I liked Jon,” Stout
said. “He and 1 were
friends. He was benefi-
cial to the city. He was
bright. You usually do
not find people in local
politics who are as edu-
cated as he was. He had

Continued on Page 6
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Steinorth from front
page
the Democratic Party.

Steinorth, who was
elected to the Rancho
Cucamonga City Coun-
cil 2012, is an active
Republican. In the 40th
Assembly District, 38.3
percent of the voters are
registered ~ Democrats
and 36.7 percent are reg-
istered with the GOP.

With the slight Demo-
cratic registration ad-
vantage and Morrell’s
narrow 1,018 vote vic-
tory over Democrat Russ
Warner in November
2012, the 40th is consid-
ered one of the most tar-
geted legislative districts
in the state.

Steinorth believes he
can energize the 40" Dis-
trict’s voters in the same
way he did with voters in
Rancho Cucamonga two
years ago.

“I bring to the table
20 years of private sec-
tor business experience,”
said Steinorth, who runs
an advertising and mar-
keting firm in Rancho
Cucamonga, Atlas Buy-
ing Group. “In addition
to understanding the
daily challenge of run-
ning a small business, |
also have public sector
experience on the city
council. I have seen the
impact of the state gov-
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ernment’s action on the
business community.
I am equally aware of
what many in the private
sector and in the general
public do not realize,
which is the degree to
which local governments
are challenged by having
to deal with mandates
by the state, every bit as
much as small business-
es must deal with man-
dates by the state. I am
convinced that the state
government does not
have enough private sec-
tor business representa-
tion. It is easy to say you
want to go to Sacramen-
to and create jobs. That
is the mantra we have
heard for the last four or
five years from our poli-
ticians. What is different
about my candidacy is I
have actual experience
in helping to create and
grow businesses.”
Steinorth said that to
be effective as an advo-
cate for the private sec-
tor within the context of
serving in government,
one has to be prepared
to tirelessly promote the
application of common
sense to the regulatory
function of government.
. Steinorth addressed the
impact of state mandates
on local government.
“AB 109, the public
safety realignment or
prison realignment to re-
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duce prison overcrowd-
ing was not intended to
be a threat to my fam-
ily’s safety but that is
the end result,” Steinorth
said. “The state has sim-
ply ignored the prison
overcrowding problem
for more than 20 years.
This most recent emer-
gency is really nothing
more than an example
of poor planning by our
legislative leaders.

“As the state funneled
money toward other pri-
orities, our local court
system, has received
$600 million less in
funding,” he continued.
“In dealing with that in
the only way she can, our
county’s presiding judge,
Marsha Slough, is reduc-
ing services to the point
where we no longer have
the full service court
system we enjoyed. The
Rancho Cucamonga
Courthouse is now going
to be devoted entirely
to criminal cases. The
Fontana Courthouse will
handle civil and traffic
cases. Most of the civil
cases and some of the
criminal cases will be
handled out of the San
Bernardino Courthouse.
This is a tremendous
challenge beyond being
an inconvenience to our
population in this coun-
ty. You have residents,
especially ones in the far

reaches of our county,
out in the desert com-
munities who will have
to travel four hours one
way to get to court. A
Rancho Cucamonga res-
ident who for one reason
or another does not have
access to a car and must
use public transportation
to get to court in San
Bernardino will need to
spend upwards of two
hours travelling one way
to court. That is the re-
sult of decisions made at
the state level where the
impact on us is tremen-
dous.”

Steinorth  did not
shrink from expressing
himself as a dyed-in-
the-wool ~ Republican.
He said the numbers are
against his party state-
wide, but that the princi-
ples and values the GOP
embraces are sorely
needed in Sacramento.
He said he believes many
voters are beginning to
see that the Democratic
supermajority in the
state capital is contrary
to balanced governance.

“I see the pendulum
starting to shift,” he
said. “[State Republican
Leader] Jim Brulte is
leading us. The Repub-
lican Party has to pick
up two seats to break
the two-thirds majority
Democratic control in
Sacramento. Single par-

DESIGN

) 8
‘ L N :

YOUR LOCAL RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

NEW CONSTRUCTION
REMODELS

P~

CONTRACTORS

ty control has not proven
to be a healthy process of
governing. Divided gov-
ernment, with its checks
and balances, was how
the system was designed
to function. As Repub-
licans we need to hold
onto the 40™. T think my
candidacy can be the
start of a dialogue about
all this. We can start the
change right here.”

He has a familiar-
ity with the district that
extends beyond Rancho
Cucamonga, Steinorth
said.

“The way the 40" is
configured, it contains
roughly three-fourths of
Rancho Cucamonga,” he
said. “It stretches to cov-
er San Bernardino and
Highland Loma Linda
and Redlands. When 1
was a kid, I lived in San
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Bernardino and went to
elementary school there.
I attended St. Thomas
Aguinas High School
in San Bernardino my
freshman year before
my family moved to
Ramstein AFB in Ger-
many while my father
was in the military.
When [ was attending
college at U.C. Riverside,
I bought my first house
in Highland. One of the
first businesses I started
was in Highland.”

Steinorth now hopes
to take his long devel-
oped roots in the com-
munity, experience in
private business, and
service on the city coun-
cil to Sacramento to rep-
resent the people of the
Inland Empire in the As-
sembly.

County Pension
Cost Hits $200M
from front page
$6,589,943. Thus San
Bernardino County ac-
tually paid $172,478,057
into the retirement fund
for this year.

In the fiscal year com-
mencing on July 1. 2014,
the county is due to see
its pension liability zoom
up by $23.37 million to
$202,438,000.

The county’s pension
contribution costs have
been escalating by an
average of $20,107,480
per year over the last two
years.

In 2011, the county
made a §$132,263,097
prepayment to the board
of retirement to cover
the cost of pensions for
retired employees during
the 2011-12 fiscal year,
reflecting a prepayment
discount of $5,299,603
from the $137,562,700
owed by the county as its
annual contribution to
the retirement fund that
year. In 2012, the coun-
ty made a $154,626,037
prepayment to the board
of retirement to cover
the cost of pensions for
retired employees during
the 2012-13 fiscal year,
reflecting a prepayment
discount of $5,907,863
from the $160,533,900
owed by the county as
its annual contribution
to the retirement fund
through June 30, 2013.

Pursuant to the board
of supervisors’ action on
December 17, the retire-

ment contribution rates
for the county’s first tier
(i.e., long term) general
employees will increase
from 18.96% to 20.24%
of compensation earn-
able. The retirement
contribution rate for sec-
ond tier [i.e., hired since
December 2012] general
employees will escalate
from 16.53% to 18.02%
of pensionable compen-
sation. The county’s con-
tribution rate for first tier
safety employees will
increase from 39.99% to
43.15% of compensation
earnable. The county
contribution rate for sec-
ond tier safety employ-
ees will go from 32.9%
to 37.02% of pensionable
compensation. The Su-
perior Court retirement
contribution rate for first
tier general members
will jump from 19.87%
to 21.75% of compen-
sation earnable. The
Superior Court retire-
ment contribution rate
for second tier general
members will rise from
17.44% to 19.53% of pen-
sionable compensation.
The non-county/special
districts retirement con-
tribution rate for first tier
general members will
increase from 27.69% to
29.91% of compensation
earnable. The increase in
the retirement contribu-
tion rate for non-county/
special districts general
second tier members
will entail a change from

Continued on Page 11
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Jon Mikels
from page 4

a degree in public ad-
ministration. During the
infancy of Rancho Cu-
camonga he was innova-
tive, and instigated some
of the things that made
the city unique. He was
instrumental in attract-
ing other people with
good ideas. He wasn’t as
threatened as some other
elected officials by hav-
ing people on the plan-
ning commission who
might prove to be future
candidates for city coun-
cil.”

Among those were
Stout, whom Mikels first
appointed to the Rancho
Cucamonga Municipal
Advisory  Committee
and later to the planning
commission. It was from
the platform of being a
planning  commission
member that Stout suc-
cessfully ran for mayor
in 1986.

It was a feather in

hat to have one of its
young lion’s accede to
the board of supervisors,
Stout said.

After Mikels moved
on to the county, Dilo-
rio became involved in
a protracted dispute with
the city over his large
planned residential sub-
division, which was to
be built on land that lay
both within the city lim-
its as well as north of the
city in the unincorporat-
ed county area. Dilorio,
a graduate of Harvard
Business School, sought
to use his status as one
of the city’s founders and
his connection to Mikels
to make headway in his
negotiations with the
city. When the city and
Dilorio did not iron out
their differences, Mikels
sided with Dilorio.

“After Jon got on the
board of supervisors the
relationship between the
county and the city be-
came somewhat strained
over what should be go-
ing on in the county area
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within the city’s sphere
of influence,” Stout said.
“The differences were
over what the density
should be there and we
weren’t in agreement
over some design speci-
fications as well. The
city wanted tile roofs and
a few other things. There
was some tough discus-
sion while I was still
mayor and as a city we
took the position that we
wanted our design and
density criteria if that
property was going to
be brought into the city.
We took the position that
if they did not build to
our design standards and
density  specifications,
they could build but we
would not annex the
property. It would have
to stay in the county.
What occurred, in the
end, was they built to our
design standards but at
greater density than we
would have allowed. The
property was eventually
annexed. So there was a
compromise.”

Stout said Mikels had
strength of character.
“’He was able to stand
up to people who had
money, big money” Stout
said. “It takes courage
for a politician to be able
to do that.”

Moreover, Stout said,
“There are others who
have not given him the
credit he was due. The
consortium that came
about so that the Etiwan-
da storm drain system
near the I-15 Freeway
could be built was al-
most entirely his doing.
It involved the cities of
Fontana, Rancho Cu-
camonga, and Ontario,
along with the county
and the federal govern-
ment which consisted
of the Army Corps of
Engineers. It was very
involved and required
intense cooperation and
coordination. It took
someone with his skill
and patience and vision,
his political ability and
negotiating capability to
make that work.”

Stout said Mikels’ tal-
ent as a political leader
was beneficial at a re-
gional level.

“He also deserves
credit for protecting the
right-of-way for the 210
Freeway,” Stout said.
“Other cities allowed
development in the area
where the freeway had
been planned because
they did not think, after
years and decades of de-
lay, that it would actually
be built. It took foresight
and courage to protect
that right-of-way. People
do not realize how much
more difficult it would
have been to build the
210 Freeway if that cor-
ridor had not been pro-
tected.”

As a relatively young
man in office in Rancho
Cucamonga, Mikels was
looking ahead toward
long term goals that will
be appreciated by future
generations, Stout said.
“He was part of the lead-
ership in the city that set
aside 100 acres obtained
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from Lewis Homes for
Central Park,” Stout
said. “At that time the
city had no park land
and the breakthrough the
city achieved in having
set aside 100 acres was a
major accomplishment.”

Despite Mikels’ con-
siderable  accomplish-
ments, Stout said, he
probably did not reach
his full potential when
his political career was
foreclosed in  2002.
Mikels never ran for of-
fice again.

“My belief is he grew
frustrated with politics
at the county level,”
Stout said. “At that point
it had turned into a vi-
cious bloodsport.”

A lifelong smoker,
Mikels was felled by
lung, prostate and blad-
der cancer. He is sur-
vived by his ex-wife,
three daughters and
seven grandchildren, his
brother, sister and moth-
er..
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Rancho  Cucamonga’s
Yuan from front
page

nia’s controversial “Par-
ent Trigger” Law.

The Parent Empow-
erment Act, authored by
former state senator Glo-
ria Romero and passed
by the legislature in
2010, enables a majority
of parents at a school at

which students score as
low-performers on state
academic tests to force a
district to implement sig-
nificant reforms, rang-
ing from replacing the
principal and up to half
the staff to reopening
the school as a charter
academy. That process is
known by the colloquial-
ism “parent trigger.”

At Desert Trails El-

ementary School, which
falls within the Adel-
anto Elementary School
District, a significant
number of the students
there had parents whose
first language is not Eng-
lish. For the seven years
between 2004 and 2011,
Desert Trails students
had the lowest scores
within the district on
state standardized aca-

demic tests. The school’s
students have also col-
lectively scored in the
bottom 10 percent of all
California  elementary
schools. In the school’s
2011 graduating sixth
grade class 72 percent
of students were not pro-
ficient with the English
language and 70 percent
were mnot proficient in
math. Since 2007 Desert

Advertise in the Sentinel

Trails has been classified
as a failing school.
Pursuant to the Par-
ent Empowerment Act, a
parent union was formed
by parents at Desert
Trails Elementary in
2011, in large measure at
the instigation of the Los
Angeles-based nonprofit
Parent Revolution, which
is devoted to challenging
the traditional authority
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of school districts.

On January 12, 2012
the parent union submit-
ted 466 signatures on
petitions asking the dis-
trict to undertake a set of
what the parents union
maintained would be re-
forms at the severely un-
derperforming school.

Those petitions, which
called upon the district
to sack the school’s prin-
cipal, David Mobley, and
surrender to the school’s
parents authority in hir-
ing his successor, infuse
in the new principal
hiring authority for the
school’s faculty, reduce
class sizes and increase
the number of school
days and instructional
hours, and include more
science, history and art
in the curriculum, were
sufficient to meet the re-
quirements of the Parent
Empowerment Act, par-
ent union members be-
lieved. The parent union
subsequently modified
that agenda to request
that the school be con-
verted to a charter acad-
emy, offering an intensi-
fied curriculum.

A group of parents
opposed to the parent
takeover of the school
formed, including Yuan
and Guzman, and went

Continued on Page 7
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Bloody End To 2013 And Inauspicious Start Of 2014 With 8 County Murders

2013 closed out and
2014 embarked with a
spate of murderous may-
hem across San Ber-
nardino County. From
approximately mid-day
on December 30 to just
after 1 a.m. January 1,
there were at least six
homicides, one suicide
and one attempted mur-
der in the cities of San
Bernardino, Highland,
Chino and Fontana.
Five of those involved
murders by close family
members.

At about 8:30 p.m.
Monday December 30,
Fontana police officers
were summoned to a res-
idence in the 7300 block
of Palmetto Avenue,
where they discovered
the bodies of Ramon
Miranda, 38, and Silvia
Miranda, 34, and their
son Ramon Jr., 12, and
daughter Rayna, 10.

Investigators  had
been alerted to the situ-

ation by Silvia Miranda’s
16-year-old son, who did
not live with his mother
and stepfather and half-
; L ] .

Chino New Year’s Eve
homicide suspect

brother and half-sister.
The 16-year-old had dis-
covered the bodies after
he came to the house that
day after being unable
to reach his mother by
phone.

Investigators believe
that all four died at the
hand of Ramon Miranda.
A handgun was found at
the scene. Silvia Miran-
da and the two children
sustained multiple gun-
shot wounds, and Ramon
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Miranda expired from a
single gunshot wound to
the head, according to
Fontana Police.

No motive in the sui-
cide murders has been
established.

Around 9 p.m. on
December 31, Robert
Sanchez and another
unidentified man were
wounded in a hail of
gunfire near the 2800
block of Benson Avenue
in Chino, proximate to
Chino High School. Of-

Chino New Year’s Eve
homicide suspect

ficers responding to a
call found Sanchez and
the other man prone in
an alley with multiple

Chino New Year’s Eve
homicide suspect

gunshot wounds. Both
were transported to Chi-
no Valley Medical Cen-
ter, where Sanchez, 28,
was pronounced dead.

The other man re-
mains in critical condi-
tion at press time.

The Chino Police De-
partment has released
photos of what are de-
scribed as three sus-
pects. Those photos were
taken from a security
camera at a nearby busi-

ness at a time just prior
to the shootings. The
three men in the photos
are described by police
as adult Hispanics who
were said to have fled on
foot northbound on Ben-
son Avenue.

Detectives investigat-
ing the case appealed to
anyone with information
regarding the shootings
to contact the Chino Po-
lice Department at 909-
628-1234.

At about the same
time that Sanchez was
gun down, an as-yet un-
identified 38-year old
man in San Bernardino
narrowly escaped with
his life when he was
confronted by 22-year-
old Jose Lopez outside
the Stater Bros. grocery
store at 977 W. Kendall
Ave in North San Ber-
nardino.

According to police,
Lopez was driving a
red Chevrolet Suburban
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and fired upon the vic-
tim multiple times be-
fore driving off. Shortly
thereafter, a Cal State
San Bernardino police
officer spotted the Sub-
urban and pulled Lopez
over. A weapon was
found in the vehicle.
Witnesses subsequently
identified him as the
shooter. He was ar-
rested and charged with
attempted murder and
is being held at Central
Detention Center in San
Bernardino on $1 mil-
lion bail.

Less than two hours
after 2014 had com-
menced, a 26-year-old
woman was found dead
with upper body trauma
in Highland after police
were notified of a distur-
bance in the area. .

The sheriff’s depart-
ment was called at 1:54
a.m. Wednesday, Jan.

Continued on Page 12

Adelanto Planning
Commissioner
Charged With
Vandalism from

page 6

to work obtaining rescis-
sions of many of the sig-
natures on the petitions.
In February 2012, the
school district, to whom
the parent trigger peti-
tions had been entrusted,
announced that it had
validated the signatures
of only 317 of the 466 sig-
natures on the petitions.
The Desert Trails Parent
Union, represented by a
law firm on retainer with
Parent Revolution, Los

Angeles-based Kirkland
& Ellis, demanded a re-
count and reconsidera-
tion of that invalidation
of the petition effort. Af-
ter the district conducted
that recount, the board,
on March 28, 2012, vot-
ed unanimously to give
a final rejection to the
reconsideration of the
parent trigger petitions,
finding they fell 20 sig-
natures short of the 321
signatures needed.

In response, Mark
Holscher, an attorney
with Kirkland & Ellis,
filed on behalf of five
of the members of the
parents union — Doreen
Diaz, Kathy Duncan,
Teresa Rogers, Olivia

Zamarripa and Bartola
Del Villar — a petition for
a writ of mandate and a
complaint in Victorville
Superior Court seeking
a court order that the
district verify the signa-
tures and allow the Par-
ent Trigger process to
advance, as well as ask-
ing for the recognition
of the educational rights
of students at Desert
Trails.

Judge Steve Malone,
to whom the case was as-
signed, restored 97 of the
signatures tossed out by
the district, ruling that
the district did not have
the authority or a basis
in law to discount sig-
natures that proponents
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gathered and the district
had abused its discre-
tion in doing so. By his
ruling Malone raised
the number of qualified
signatures to well above
50 percent. He ordered
the Adelanto Elementary
School District to accept
the petition as filed by
the parent union within
30 days and seek propos-
als from charter school
operators to take over
Desert Trails.

The ruling made the
Desert Trails Parent
Union the first group
to successfully enact
California’s 2010 Par-
ent Empowerment Act,
although the district did
not get the reorganiza-
tion in place in time to
charterize the school in
the 2012-13 school year.

Subsequently, La-
Verne Preparatory
Academy was accepted
as the operator of Desert
Trails, and beginning in
September has been op-
erating the school.

Less than  three
months prior to that, ac-
cording to the San Ber-
nardino County District
Attorney’s Office, Yuan
and Guzman caused in
excess of $8,000 worth
of damage to a classroom
at the school by spraying
ketchup and mustard on

the carpet and walls of
the room. Both Yuan and
Guzman had served as
parent volunteers at the
school while it was still
under the control of the
Adelanto School District
and as such, according
to the district attorney’s
office, had access to sev-
eral of the school’s class-
rooms, including the one
that had been vandal-
ized.

Yuan and Guzman
were not alone in op-
posing the parent trigger
effort. Many parents of
students at Desert Trails
Elementary and within
the Adelanto School Dis-
trict as well as observers
outside the district con-
sidered the drama in the
Adelanto School District
to be an unseemly spec-
tacle, with agitators in
the parent trigger move-
ment seeking to exploit
large numbers of parents
at Desert Trail Elemen-
tary School whose own
educational  shortcom-
ings, including a lack of
facility in the English
language, contributed to
the poor academic per-
formance of their own
children.

The district discov-
ered the vandalism on
June 26 and contacted
the Adelanto Police De-

partment, which is a sub-
division of the San Ber-
nardino County Sheriff’s
Department. An investi-
gation was conducted.

It has not yet been
publicly disclosed how
sheriff’s department in-
vestigators came to the
conclusion that Yuan and
Guzman were involved
or what evidence exists
to support that conclu-
sion. It is unknown, as
well, whether there were
other suspects consid-
ered during that investi-
gation.

On December 2, the
district attorney’s office
preferred electronically
filed PC 594(B)(1) charg-
es, felony vandalism en-
tailing damages of more
than $400, against both
Yuan and Guzman. The
complaint seeks restitu-
tion equal to the damage
done. They are sched-
uled for arraignment on
January 13 in Victorville
Superior Court Depart-
ment 9.

At press time, Yuan,
who serves on the plan-
ning commission at the
pleasure of the Adelanto
City Council, had not
been removed from her
appointed position.



Friday, January 3, 2014

San Bernardino County Sentinel

Page 8

Eleven Bald Eagles Seen In Southern California During December Count

SAN BERNARDINO
December 21, 2013—On
Saturday December
21th, the first bald eagle
count of the winter was
conducted by local Fed-
eral and State biologists
and volunteers around

several lakes in the
southern California.

A grand total of 11
eagles (7 adults and 4 ju-
veniles) were observed at
the lake areas during the
1- hour count. Six eagles
(2 adults, 4 juveniles)
were observed in the
Big Bear/Baldwin Lake
area; 2 adult eagles at
Lake Arrowhead; 2 adult
eagles at Silverwood
Lake; and 1 adult eagle
at Lake Perris. Juvenile
eagles are distinguished

by a brown head and tail;
adults are recognized
by the famous white
head and tail - it takes
4-5 years to acquire full
adult coloration. Juve-
nile eagles are the same
size as the adults.

Approximately 99 ob-
servers participated in
the 1-hour eagle census
(41 at Big Bear area, 6
at Lake Arrowhead, 30
at Silverwood Lake, and
22 at Lake Perris. The
count coordinators from
the Forest Service and
State Recreation Areas
would like to thank those
volunteers for their dedi-
cation in getting up early
and participating in the
eagle census. The suc-
cess of the eagle counts
are entirely dependent
on the volunteers!

The remaining bald
eagle counts for this
winter are scheduled
for the following Sat-
urday mornings: Janu-
ary 11, February 8, and
March 8. No experience
is needed. Signing up
ahead of time is unnec-

essary. Those participat-
ing can just show up at
the designated time and
location, dressed warm-
ly, with binoculars and a
watch.

Big Bear Lake
area volunteers will meet
at 8:00 a.m. at the Forest
Service’s Big Bear Dis-
covery Center on North

Shore Drive for orienta-
tion. Contact Drew Farr
(dpfarr@fs.fed.us or
909-382-2816) for more
information. Please call
909-382-2832 for can-
cellation due to winter

weather conditions — an
outgoing message will
be left by 6:30 am on the
morning of the count if
it has to be cancelled.
Contact the Discovery
Center  (909-382-2790)
for information about
Eagle Celebrations.
There will also be a free
slideshow about bald ea-

gles at 11:00.

Lake Arrowhead/
Lake Gregory volunteers
will meet at 8:00 a.m.
at the Skyforest Ranger
Station for orientation.
Contact Drew Farr (dp-

farr or 909-382-2816)
for more information.
Please call 909-382-2832
for cancellation due to
winter weather condi-
tions — an outgoing mes-
sage will be left by 6:30
am on the morning of the
count if it has to be can-
celled.

Silverwood Lake

State Recreation Area
volunteers should plan
to meet at the Visi-
tor Center at 8:00 a.m.

for orientation. Con-
tact Kathy Williams or
Mark Wright for more

information about vol-
unteering or taking an
eagle tour (760-389-2303
between 8:00 and 4:00;
or email: khwilliams@
parks.ca.gov).

Lake Hemet
volunteers should plan
on meeting at the Lake
Hemet Grocery Store
at 830 a.m. for orien-
tation. Contact Anne
Poopatanapong  (apoo-
patanapong@fs.fed.us or
909-382-2935) for more
information.

- Lake Perris State
Recreation Area volun-
teers should plan to meet
at the Lake Perris Re-
gional Indian Museum
at 8:00 for orientation.
Contact the office for
more information at 951-
940-5600.

See websites for addi-
tional information about
the San Bernardino
National Forest (http:/
www.fs.fed.us/r5/san-
bernardino/) and the
California State Recre-
ation Areas (www.parks.
ca.gov).

Scott Markovich

Candidate for
Assembly District€ #33

Thomas Jefferson said it best, "We hold these truths to be self-evident; that

all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with

unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of

happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among

men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; that

whatever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the

right of people to alter or abolish it, and to institute new government, laying

its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such a form as

to them shall seem most likely to affect their safety and happiness.”

If you feel your government is not protecting your inalienable rights
and needs reform, join us in creating a plan to restore our government to the people.
www.scottmarkovichhasaplan.com
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Assessor’s Office

Document Contract
from front page
one-year options to ex-
tend the term of the
contract. This contract
is necessary to support
assessor-recorder-county
clerk’s current and fu-
ture information man-
agement plans and will
allow assessor-recorder-
county clerk to function
in a fiscally-responsible
and business-like man-
ner.”

Draeger  continued,
“This contract includes
four distinct types of
work, all of which are vi-
tal to the daily operation
of the recorder division.
The first type of work,
micrographics, involves
converting scanned im-
ages to microfilm and
vice versa. More than
550,000 documents were
recorded by assessor-
recorder-county clerk in

Luella G. Hairston, Esq.

calendar year 2012, and
all of those documents
were received in image
form or were scanned in-
house. Those documents
are then converted to mi-
crofilm to preserve per-
manent county records
as mandated by state
law. The second type of
work, film conversion,
places digital, microfiche
and film images of docu-
ments on silver or Diazo
film for more durable
preservation. The third
type of work consists
of indexing fields on re-
corded documents that
can then be used to re-
trieve the document im-
ages within the record-
er’s system. The fourth
type of work, redaction,
involves creating a pub-
lic record version of each
official record by redact-
ing the first five digits
of each social security
number found in an of-
ficial record, as man-
dated by Government

ETHICAL! EFFECTIVE! EMPATHETIC!
luellahairston@charter net

San Bernardino County Sentinel

Code Section 27301. All
four types of work will
involve current docu-
ments; in addition, docu-
ments dating back to
January 1, 1980, will be
redacted as mandated by
Government Code Sec-
tion 27301.”

According to Draeger,
PFA has had the county
contract for these servic-
es since 2006. He said
the county sought bids on
the service in April, ob-
taining bids from seven
interested vendors, HOV
Services of Carson; CSI
Computing System In-
novations of Apopka,
Florida; Extract Systems
of Madison, Wisconsin;
American Cadastre LLC
of Herndon, Virginia;
Xerox ACS Enterprise
Solutions of San Ramon;
PFA; and Midwest Micro
Imaging of Golden Val-
ley, Minnesota.

“Staff from the as-
sessor-recorder-county
clerk’s office and the

purchasing department
reviewed all of the pro-
posals and indepen-
dently evaluated each
proposal’s merit based
on technical ability, cost
and references,” Drae-
ger said. “To determine
technical ability, the
evaluators took care to
note minimum vendor
and proposal require-
ments and rated the ven-
dors on understanding
of the assessor-recorder-
county clerk’s needs,
accurate and complete
description of technical
processes, ability to han-
dle sensitive data, ability
to meet timelines, and
experience. The vendors
were asked to provide
costs per unit of service
instead of estimating an
overall contract amount.
Requesting costs per unit
of service is more real-
istic than requesting an
overall contract amount
because the work is very
technical and involves

many components, the
amount of work required
will fluctuate with the
activity of the real estate
industry, and the vendor
will be completing addi-
tional preservation proj-
ects of county records.
Estimates of an overall
contract amount could
have resulted in a vendor
significantly over- or un-
der-bidding the contract.

Providing costs per
unit of service also re-
duced the likelihood of
unanticipated costs de-
veloping during the con-
tract.”

According to Draeger,
“The evaluation commit-
tee recommended PFA
for a contract to provide
micrographics, film con-
version, indexing, and
redaction services to the
assessor-recorder-county
clerk’s office based on
the cumulative decision
that their technical abil-
ity exceeded the ability
of the other vendors and

9320 Baseline Rd. Suite A
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their references were
superior. PFA was not
consistently the lowest
or highest bidder when
comparing vendors’
costs. However, due to
the technical nature of
the work involved, accu-
racy was felt to be more
critical than cost. PFA
provides an accuracy
rate of 99.95% with qual-
ity assurance controls at
no additional charge.
Due to a previous pro-
test regarding redaction
services, great effort was
taken to assure unifor-
mity and fairness during
the evaluation process.
Despite staff’s effort, an
appeal to the decision
to award the contract to
PFA was received by the
purchasing department.
The purchasing agent
communicated with the
vendor and addressed
the questions put forth in
the protest.”
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. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701
Family Law Attorney 009 4661323 ﬂmﬁgg 8828y
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San Bernardino County Coroner Reports

Coroner case #701400012 & #701400013 — At 5:53 AM on 01/01/2014, the San Bernardino Police Department received a 911 call from a male stating he just killed
his wife and daughter. Officers responded to the 300 block of W. 29th St. and found a male at the residence who had attempted suicide, but survived. Also found at
the scene were Miraflor Durante, age 51, and Jaira Sartorio, age 6, who were pronounced dead at the scene. The deaths are being investigated by San Bernardino
Police Department. An autopsy will be done to determine the cause of death on both females. [12012014 1906 CN]

Coroner case #701400003 — At 1:54 AM on 01/ 01/2014, the San Bernardino County Sheriff Department was called to the 7000 block of Elm Avenue, Highland,
for a disturbance. Upon arrival they found that Tyisha Carrell, a 26 year old resident of San Bernardino, had suffered upper body trauma. Carrell was declared dead
on scene by Cal Fire Department personnel. The incident is being investigated by the San Bernardino County Sheriff Department Homicide Division. [12012014
1859 CN]

Coroner Case #701309855 — On 12/31/2013, at 8:58 PM, Chino Police Department officers responded to a 911 call for shots fired in the 1200 block of Benson
Ave, in Chino and found 28 year old Robert Sanchez, a resident of Chino, with trauma to the upper body. Sanchez was transported to Chino Valley Medical Center
where he was pronounced dead at 9:35 PM. An autopsy will be conducted to determine the cause of death. Chino Police Department is investigating the incident.
(01012014 0445 EM]

Coroner case #701309568/701309569/701309570/701309571 — On 12/30/2013, at about 8:00 PM, Fontana Police responded to the 7300 block of Palmetto Avenue
reference four people found deceased inside a home. 38 year-old Ramon Miranda, 34 year-old Silvia Miranda, 10 year-old Rayna Miranda, and 12 year-old Ramon
Miranda Jr., were confirmed deceased at 8:38 PM. Fontana Police Homicide is handling the investigation. [123113 1430 TC]

Coroner Case #701309563 — On 12/30/2013, at 9:20 PM, a White Female adult, 30-40 years of age, was walking in the area of 14 Street and Yucaipa Blvd. when
she was struck by a pick-up truck. Paramedics transported her to Redlands Community Hospital where she was pronounced dead at 9:56 PM. Her name will be
released pending identification and notification of the next of kin. An autopsy will be conducted to determine the cause of death. The San Bernardino County Sheriff
Department is investigating the collision. Name released: Vivian Saucedo, age: 33 a resident of Yucaipa. [12312013 0120 EM]

Coroner case #701309498 — At 5:35 PM on Sunday morning, 12/28/2013, Redlands Police were called to a residence in the 400 block of Doyle Ave., for the report
of an assault. Police and Redlands Fire arrived at the scene to find 46-year-old Ines Hernandez dead in her home. The incident is under investigation by the Redlands
Police Department. [12/28/13 CN 2046]

Coroner case #701309485 — At approximately 11:26 PM on Friday, 12/27/2013, Dominic Sierra, a 38 year old resident of Highland, was killed in a traffic colli-
sion during a law enforcement intervention with Redlands Police Department personnel. Sierra was traveling northbound on Orange St., when he failed to negoti-
ate a left curve in the roadway approxiamtely .5 mile south of Boulder, in Highland. He was transported to Loma Linda University Medical Center where he was
pronounced dead at 12:19 AM on December 28, 2013. The San Bernardino Sheriff's Department Major Accident Investigation Team (MAIT) is investigating the
collision. [12282013 CN 0524]

Coroner case #s 701309456-701309457 — On Friday, 12/27/2013, at 5:20 AM, officers from the California Highway Patrol were called to the area of Interstate 10 at the
Cedar Avenue off ramp, Bloomington, for the report of a single vehicle rollover collision. Upon arrival they found that a black 2009 Honda had been traveling eastbound

Continued on Page 11
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Ordering your one year email subscription is
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able to the Sentinel, to: 10808 Foothill Blvd.,
Suite 160-446, Rancho Cucamonga,

CA 91730. Include your name, city of resi-
dence, phone number and email address.

Coroner Reports
from page 10

on the Interstate 10, when
it left the paved road near
the Cedar Avenue off-
ramp. After leaving the
paved road the wvehicle
rolled. David Thomas
Navarro  (701309456),
a 36 year old resident
of San Bernardino, and
Anna Sylvia Gonzalez
(701309457), a 36 year
old resident also from
San Bernardino were
pronounced dead on
scene by San Bernardino
County Fire Department
Personnel. The Califor-
nia Highway Patrol is in-
vestigating the incident.
[12272013 1710 GB]

Coroner case
#701309428 — On
Thursday, 12/26/2013,

at 9:00 AM, Daniel Ru-
valcaba, age 32, a resi-
dent of San Bernardino
and a female friend were
walking on the shoulder
of east bound Rialto Ave,
near Santa Fe Way in
San Bernardino. A 2006
Toyota minivan traveling
east bound in the num-
ber #1 lane lost control,
drifted to the right and
struck both walkers. Ru-
valcaba was transported
to Arrowhead Regional
Medical Center where he
was pronounced dead at

9:32 AM. The San Ber-
nardino Police Depart-
ment is investigating the
incident. [12272013 1710
GB]

Coroner case
#701309431 — On
12/26/2013, at 10:00
AM, the California
Highway Patrol re-

sponded to Interstate 10
and County Line Road,
Calimesa, for a vehicle
collision. They found
Hyanyu Wang, a 51 year
old resident of Hacienda
Heights, had been trav-
eling westbound on In-
terstate 10, when he lost
control of his vehicle,
left the paved road and
struck a tree located on
the northern shoulder.
Wang was transported
by ambulance to Loma
Linda University Medi-
cal Center emergency
room where he was pro-
nounced dead at 10:52
AM. The California
Highway Patrol is in-
vestigating the incident.
[12262013 CN 1920]

The Coroner Reports
are reproduced in
their original format
as authored by de-
partment personnel.

Frank Guzman
Attorney at Law

Former Prosecutor, Western State University of Law Graduate
Handling all manner of criminal defense from DUI to Capital Murder
Over 2 years in practce
Over 200 jury trials

3033 10th Street Riverside, CA 92501

(951) 274-9798 ()
(951) 274-9036 (F)

By Diane
Williams
Our first introduction
to Wood Ducks was in
1998, when a clutch of
orphans was rescued as
a result of a hunting in-
cident taking the lives
of their mother and fa-
ther. Twelve fluffy and
precocious  ducklings

Dragotto

invaded our bathtub, and

repeatedly wrecked hav-
oc jumping in and out
of the water, endearing
themselves to our hearts.
Protected by the U.S.
Migratory Treaty Act,
Aix Sponsa, is one of the
most stunningly beauti-
ful water birds.

With ornate patterns

on nearly every feather
on its body, the male
adult sports a glossy
green and purple head
with red eyes, bold black
and white face patterns,
a multi-colored bill of
red, white, black and yel-
low, a burgundy-chest-
nut breast speckled with
white, and a long down-
swept crest reaching its
iridescent  blue-green
back and buff flanks!
Unfortunately, due to its
incredible array of col-

County Wildlife Corner

Perching! Wood Ducks

ors, the Wood Duck is
widely hunted, but also,
photographed by many
wildlife enthusiasts.
The female, distinct in
profile with its own quiet
beauty, is predominantly
brown with a greyish
head and crest, white
streaks on its sides and
flanks, with a noticeable
white teardrop formation

around the eye.
Wood ducks remain
with their partners for

one breeding season,
but then may separate
with new mates in the
next season. There is
courtship that involves a
scuffle between drakes,
producing a victor. But
courting males will per-
form exaggerated swims
called "wing and tail
flash", along with preen-
ing and shaking to at-
tract the female.

Their habitat, pre-
dominately  woodland
swamps, freshwater

marshes and rivers, they
thrive in bottomland for-
est and beaver ponds.
Dabblers and divers,
they feed primarily on
aquatic plants, small fish
and crustaceans. But
also, they consume nuts,
fruits and insects on dry
land. With a 30" wing-
span, they're strong fliers
and can reach speeds up
to 30 m.p.h. A medium

size waterfowl, they are
approximately 20" long
and can weigh up to

1.5 pounds. Like most
ducks, they are diurnal,
sleeping on the water.
Their average lifespan is
3-4 years due to hunting,
and predators like great
horned owls, raccoons
and foxes.

But the most notable
behavior is the prepara-
tion and building of their
preferred place to lay
eggs and hatch offspring
in  deciduous trees.
Their strong claws are

may be up to 29 eggs
found due to "egg dump-
ing", when other females
visit the wood duck cavi-
ties, lay eggs and leave
them to be raised by
the house female. After
hatching, the fun begins,
as the female calls the
nestlings (recently dried
and fluffed from liquids)
to jump out of their nests
and follow their mother
to the mile trek to nearby
water. What a sight to
behold!

Recalling our experi-
ence with the original
wood duck nestlings, we
are in awe of their abil-
ity to jump fearlessly out
of a very high, small,
secure place down to a
great, unknown world,

capable of gripping bark
and perching on branch-
es. Making their nests in
trees usually 50 feet or
more high, they choose
an opening as small
as 4" across and about
2" deep lined with soft
down from the females
breast, adding grass and
dirt to protect the eggs
and nestlings from ma-
rauding enemies. In ear-
ly spring, 9-15 creamy
white or dull buff eggs
are incubated up to 32
days. However, there

offering them new ad-

ventures. If only we
humans could have faith
with that kind of trust
and abandon to welcome
life as a whole!

Wildhaven Ranch is a
wildlife sanctuary in the
San Bernardino Moun-
tains specializing in edu-
cating the public about
wildlife in our ecosys-
tem. Visit them at www.
wildhavenranch.org or
call for tours at (909)
337-7389.

County Pension

Cost Hits $200M
from page 5

23.83% 10 25.44% of pen-
sionable compensation.
The non-county/special
districts retirement con-
tribution rate for first
tier safety employees
will shoot from 57.82%
to 59.65% of compensa-
tion earnable. The non-
county/special  districts
retirement contribution

rate for second tier safety
members will decrease
from 50.87% to 50.73%
of pensionable compen-
sation. The South Coast
Air Quality Manage-
ment District retirement
contribution rate for first
tier general members
will rise from 25.22%
to 27.76% of compensa-
tion earnable. The South
Coast Air Quality Man-
agement District retire-
ment contribution rate

for second tier general
employees will increase
from 22.86% to 25.36%
of pensionable compen-
sation.

In addition the gen-
eral member employee
survivor benefit contri-
bution rate for employer
and employee will go
from $1.34 to $1.85 per
pay period.

Despite the overall
escalation of the cost of
pensioning its employ-

ees, the county is begin-
ning to see a decrease in
the rate of its escalating
costs in that the contribu-
tion for second tier gen-
eral members is a reduc-
tion of 4.22 percent the
county would have paid
under the previous rate
and 6.13 percent for sec-
ond tier safety employ-
ees compared to what is
being paid to their first
tier counterparts.
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So long 2013 and ’tis
the golden SoCal win-
ter weather that rang in
2014. Not sure if it's the
age or a serious case

h‘im

of global warming but
dressing up is hard to do
these days. So, what do
you wear in this inde-
cisive weather? Layers

As always,

should be the best way
to fit into the fashion
scene these days here in
San Bernardino County.
How do you wear layers?
Don't be afraid to stack
your clothes for fear of
looking bigger. The key
is mastering the art of
overlapping. A perfectly
layered look will com-
pliment you and create

if there’s anything you need, I'd love to hear from you: Greygris@aol.com or visit my page I Love Your Style on Facebook

San Bernardino County Sentinel

California Style

il High and Low

By Grace Bernal

some neat illusion to your
silhouette. A perfectly
layered outfit starts with
a basic, lightweight top
like a solid, something

ko

color, this can be a great
opportunity to mix in
a bold pullover to give
your outfit more intrigue
and depth. Then add a

neutral, or striped. You jacket or coat. Again,

then add another layer
such as a soft cardigan
or sweater. If you’re into

I suggest a basic color:
camel, black, navy, or
even olive green. Next,

add a scarf. It’s like the
frosting on a cupcake. A
must! Sprinkle on your
accessories: a bracelet
or watch. If you’re con-
cerned about your waist-
line, try to top off your
look with something
belted. With that said, it's
your turn to layer togeth-
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er your best look. Try to
have fun in this weather
and the whole year for
that matter. Enjoy 2014!

"Each age has
deemed the new-born
year the fittest time for
festal cheer." - Sir Wal-
ter Scott

Copyright Grace Bernal all rights reserved

Rash Of Murders
ring In New Year

from page 7

1, and told of an inci-
dent in the 7000 block
of Elm Avenue. Upon
arrival, deputies discov-
ered 26-year-old Tysha

Carrell dead from upper-
body trauma.

The sheriff’s homi-
cide division is investi-
gating her death.

In San Bernardino,
Jordan Sartorio phoned
police Wednesday morn-
ing to inform them he

had cut his own wrist
after killing his wife and
daughter.

Sartorio, 42, had got-
ten into an argument
with his ex-wife, Mira-
flor Sartorio, 51, and then
used a knife to stab her
multiple times. The com-

motion roused the one-
time couple’s 6-year-old
daughter, Jira. Jordan
Sartorio then stabbed her
to death before seeking
to kill himself by slash-
ing his own wrist.
Sartorio was alive
when at 5:40 a.m. police

Jordan Sartorio

arrived at the home lo-
cated in the 300 block of
West 29th Street, and he
was transported to Ar-
rowhead Regional Medi-
cal Center for medical
treatment.

Overland Motel
from page 3

tion is billed as an effort
to “clean up blight.” The

BiG HIAN
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homeless retreat to va-
cant, unprotected struc-
tures in Needles from
time to time.

The consequence

Treeworks
St. Forestry Lic. B 3064
CA State Contractors Lic. 954467
Fully Insured
(909) 337-6485

of the countrywide eco-
nomic downturn is the
need for affordable or
publicly assisted tempo-
rary housing in Needles.

=

;

The Overland Motel
represents a structure
that could potentially
be retooled for govern-
ment housing for the
temporarily homeless or
reinvented as a private
assisted living facility as
has been discussed for
years. Some residents of
Needles believe it waste-
ful and inhumane to de-
stroy the stock of extant
housing without a plan
for replacement, particu-
larly when there are so
many people in need.
Edward Mejia, a
groundskeeper at a
church across the street
from the motel, related
his experience with the
homeless in Needles.
“There’s no place for the
homeless here. They’re

sleeping wherever they
can in this cold of win-
ter. Why is no one giv-
ing them direction as to
where to go? They are
being harassed at night

by the police without di-
rection as to what to do.
We are supposed to be
Christ like. It’s ridicu-
lous.”
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